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EASTERN COASTAL RAPTOR SPECIES SUMMARY

The following information was presented by William S.Clark of the Cape
May Raptor Banding Station at the Annual Meeting in Wilmington, N.C. 1978.

American Kestrel(See Reference 1)

MALE: Blue wings

liatching Year: Back barred with black up to nape, no clear rufous
areas. Breast heavily streaked. Crown Patch (if
present) with black shaft streaks.

After Hatching Year: Upper 1/2 to 1/3 of back unbarred. Breast
clear and usually with a pinkish wash. Crown Patch
(if present) with no black shaft streaks. Check
outcr primaries for blood sheath.

FEMALE: Brown wings
lHatching Year: Last dark band in tail, (subterminal band), less
'~ than twice as wide as other dark bands in tail. ‘
DO NOT consider middle 2 and outer 2 tail feathers.
After hHatching Year: Presence of tail or primary molt.
Unknown: Subterminal band twice as wide or wider than other dark bands.
NOTE: Hatching year Kestrels have a post-juvenal molt from August through
October. It includes all feathers except Tail and Primaries.
Tail is NEVER an age character.
Merlin
MALE: Wing chord 197 mm or less¥*
Hatching Year: Back brown, light bars in tail mostly grayish.
After Hatching Year: Back blue.
FEMALE: Wing chord 205mm or greater*
tiatching Year: Rump brown, light bars in tail mostly buffy.
After Hatching Year: Rump grayish(check for molt of flight feathers)

* If wing chord is between 198 and 204 mm, check rump for grayish
color, and check color of light bars in tail.

Reference 1. Parkes, Kenneth C. 'Notes on the Molts and Plumages of
the Sparrow Hawk', The Wilson Bulletin, 67:3, September
1955, pp. 194-199.
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Peregrine

MALE: Wing chord 330 mm or less.
FEMALE: Wing chord 338 mm or more.

llatching Year: Upper breast streaked. Brown back feathers have
Tight brown tips. Cere-greenish-yellow or blue.

After Hatching Year: Upper breast clear, usually cinnamon wash.
Back is bluish. Cere orange.

Sharp-shinned liawk (See Reference 2)

MALL: Wing chord 160 mm to 178 mm.

FEMALE: Wing chord 191 mm to 214 mm
liatching Year: Back brown, breast streaked longitudinally, eye yellow.
After Hatching Year: Back bluish, breast barred horizontally,

€yc orange to rea.

Cooper's lawk (See Reference 2)

MALE: Wing chord 226mm to 246 mm.
FEMALE: Wing chord 256 mm to 273 mm.

Age as in the Sharp-shinned Hawk.

Goshawk (See Reference 3)
MALE: Wing chord - 330 or less IliY; =~ 336 or less AHY
FEMALE: Wing chord-335 or more IiY; 341 or more AHY

Hatching Year: Breast streaked in brown, back brown, eye yellowish OR
grayish,

After latching Year: Breast bluish with 1light black bars, back
bluish-gray, ecye orange to mahogany red.

Reference 2: Storer, Robert W. '"Sexual Dimorphism and Food Habits in
three North American Accipiters', The Auk, 83: July 1966,
pp. 423-436.

Reference 3: Mueller, lielmut C. § Daniel D. Berger, '"'Sex Ratios and
Measurements of Migrant Goshawks'", The Auk, 85: .July 1968,
pp. 431-436.
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BUTEOS ARE NOT SAFE TO SEX BY SIZE

Red-tailed Hawk

Hatching Year: Eye yellowish, tail barred and not red,
breast clear white.

After llatching Year: Eye brown(most of the time), tail red,
breast usually with reddish or brownish streaks.

Red-shouldered Hawk

4 notched primaries. Wing chord 305 mm or greater.

Hatching Year: Breast streaked longitudinally in brown,
Tail barred dark and light brown.

After Hatching Year: Breast barred horizontally in reddish, upper
wing coverts form red shoulder, tail brownish black
with narrow white bars.

Broad-winged Hawk

3 notched primaries. Wing chord less than 300 mm.
Hatching Year: Breast streaked longitudinally in brown.

After Hatching Year: Breast barred horizontally in red, tail with
one wide light band and a narrow light band above it,

Rough-legged Hawk

See reference: Hamerstrom, Frances and J.D. Weaver, ""Aging and
Sexing Rough-Winged (Sic) Hawks in Wisconsin and
I11inois'", Ontario Bird Banding, 4: pp. 132-138.

Harriers( Marsh Hawk)

MALE: Wing chord 360 mm or less

Hatching Year: Back brown, eye gray-brown

After Hatching Year: Back gray to silver, eye yellow.
FEMALE: Wing chord 370 mm or greater.

Hatching Year: Back brown, eye chocalte brown

After Hatching Year: Back brown, eye yellow.*

* See Hamerstrom, Frances. " Aging and Sexing Harriers', Inland Bird
Banding, 40:2, March-April 1968, pp. 43-46.




. . . Banders’
Marketplace

North American Bird Band Chart — Pocket
charts containing band sizes and AOU numbers of
Eastern and Western birds commonly banded,
plus a synopsis of age codes, tag information for
salvaged birds, and more. All this information is
contained on two index cards. They cost 50°¢ per set,
or two for 75¢ or three or more sets for 30 each.
Please make check payable to Gateway Bird Band-
ing Group. Order from F.S. Schaeffer, 84-55
Daniels Street #1k, Jamaica, N.Y. 11435.

Banding Pliers: These 62" long-nose pliers have
holes bored in the jaws to fit standard band sizes,
so as to make it quite easy to get a perfect fit, This
avoids the danger of lapped bands, which may in-
jure the leg if not corrected, and which are
troublesome to remove even with good tools. There
is a split pin on the top of the plier which enables
the user to open a band evenly with one operation.
A spring on the side of the plier provides tension to
keep the opened band in the plier while handling
the bird. While new banders may welcome such
pliers to increase their confidence in attaching the
band, many experienced banders have shown in-
terest in the pliers in order to handle birds more
rapidly at peak times,

Pliers for band sizes 0, 1, 1B, & 1A $7.50
Pliers for band sizes 2 & 3 $7.50
Pliers for band size 3A $6.50

These prices include postage within the U.S.
Orders should be sent to Roger N. MacDonald, 850
Main Street, Lynnfield, MA 01940.

Advertising in North American Bird Bander is
available to interested firms providing services
and products related to birds and bird banding.
Circulation is over 1200! For information and
current prices contact Jolan Truan, Advertising
Manager, 3314 W. Glenn Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85021.

Wing measure: 15cm & 30cm tempered steel
rules. The 15cm rule is stainless, rigid, 19mm wide,
graduated Y2mm, mm & cm. 30cm rule is satin
chrome finish, 12.7mm wide, graduated Y2mm,
mm, & cm.

Both rules feature a stainless steel “bend-of-wing”
fixture secured at right angles to the end of the
rule. The fixture is “off-set” to permit accurate tail
measurements.

Price: 15cm rule is $ 7.55 ppd. in USA,
30cm rule is $16.75 ppd. in USA.
(Prices subject to change.)-

Institutions: Remit when ordering only one unit.

Order from: Chris N. Rose, 98 Lopez Road, Cedar
Grove, NJ 07009.

Index to EBBA News: Interested members and
other persons may obtain a copy by sending $1.60
ppd (3rd class mail) to Mrs, Roger W. Foy, Box 164,
Ship Bottom, NJ 08008. Please get your orders in
soon, as this is a limited printing and the last Index
to EBBA News — 1968-1976.

Checks or money orders should be made payable
to Eastern Bird Banding Association.

Potter Traps: 16-gauge ¥2”" x 1" welded mesh. $5.00
per cell. One cell: 8" x 8" x 8"; 2-cell: 8" x 8” x 16”';
3-cell 8" x 8” x 21"”; 4-cell: 8” x 16" x 16", Postpaid
east of Mississippi River. Permit number re-
quested. Order from: Walter K. Bigger, Trout Run,
PA 17771,

EBBA Patches and Decals: Available from Fred
S. Schaeffer, 84-85 Daniels St., #1k, Jamaica, NY
11435. Both are 3" diameter, green on white back-
ground. Patches $1.00 each, ppd; Decals 60¢ ppd.
Special price: Five Patches and Five Decals $6.60
ppd. Pay by check or money order made out to
Eastern Bird Banding Association, Wear EBBA's
insignia proudly!



