Trap casualties

Merrill Wood

Occasionally the lid of a Chardonneret trap falls
on the head of a bird and the resulting death
makes the bander wonder if this efficient type of
trap is too dangerous to use. Small birds like wrens
and warblers may be killed and large birds like
jays and grosbeaks may injure forehead or wings.
For comparative purposes I kept records at State
College, Pennsylvania, on trap-caused injuries on
the next 1,000 birds caught after 6 June 1974 in each
of three types of traps, Chardonneret, Potter, and
All-Purpose.

Seventeen modified Chardonneret traps (EBBA
Workshop Manual 2:14, 1963), fastened one meter
above ground to a backyard fence or side-yard
stone wall, were baited in April through
November with a pan of water and in December
through March with Loft's Audubon Park Wild
Bird Seed Mixture and occasionally, during
winter, with white bread and fat. Of the 48 species
caught, 2 birds (a Common Yellowthroat and an
American Redstart) were killed, 31 birds (23 Blue
Jays, 4 Gray Catbirds, 1 Brown Thrasher, 2
American Robins, 1 Swainson’s Thrush) injured
their foreheads but apparently recovered, 2 birds
(Evening Grosbeaks) injured their wings, but not
enough to impair flight. Birds killed seem to be
those which tried to escape before the lid fell.

Ten one-cell Potter traps (EBBA Workshop Manual
2:15, 1963}, placed on wooden platforms 1.3 meters
above ground, were baited with Wild Bird Seed
Mixture and occasionally with white bread and
berries. Of the 25 species caught, none were killed,
2 birds (American Robin and Purple Finch) in-
jured their foreheads, 7 birds (3 Mourning Doves, 2
Common Grackles, and 2 Evening Grosbeaks) in-
jured their wings, and 1 (Mourning Dove) injured a
foot.

One modified All-Purpose trap (EBBA Workshop
Manual 2:16, 1963), located on the ground, was
baited with Wild Bird Seed Mixture, occasionally
with white bread and berries, and in April through
November with a dripping water bath. Of the 41
species caught, none were killed, and 5 birds (1
each: Brown Thrasher, Swainson’s Thrush, Com-
mon Grackle, Evening Grosbeak, and Chipping
Sparrow) injured their foreheads although the trap
was equipped with two perching bars.

Casualties are regrettable, but the death of two
birds per thousandis so low that the Chardonneret
trap should be continued in operation. A spring to
cause faster closing is not recommended.

An anonymous reviewer gave helpful suggestions
for improving this paper.

811 N. Allen St., State College, PA. 16801.
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