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4 females in Woodford 18Jun (ph. JL); 5 terri- 
torial birds just n. of Winchester, Clark 26Jun 
(,ISm); and several territorial birds in ne. 
Bourbon 16 Jul (SM, RB). Iwo pairs were in 
Washington, IN through the season (DH, 
RK); 3 juvs. seen there 23 Jul (RK) furnished 
the state's 2nd breeding record. 

Corrigenda: The Mottled Duck at Dutch Bot- 
toms, Douglas L., IN Sep 2006 was seen m 
Jefferson and Cooke, not Sevier as reported. It 
represents the 2nd accepted record for the 
state. 

Cited contributors (subregional editors in 
boldface): David Ayer, Mary Ann Barnett, 
Rhonda Bryant, John Brunjes, Gerald Burnett, 

Kevin Calhoon (se. Tennessee), Phillip Cas- 
teel (middle Tennessee), Hap Chambers, 
Roseanna Denton, Gary Dorman, Douglas 
Downs, Melissa Easley, K. Dean Edwards, Vir- 
ginia Fairchild, Donna Floden, Scott Freid- 
hof, Travis Gibson, Kathy Harville, Ben Hay- 
den, Don Holt, Iim Hougton (IHg), Iom 
Howe (IHw), Susan Hubley, Jerry Ingles, 
Marc Johnson, David Kirschke, Rick Knight 
(e. Iennessee), Joe Lacefield, Betty Leggert, 
Ken Leggett, Scott Marsh, Wes Mattox, Lee 
McNeely, Don Miller (DMi), Evelyn Morgan, 
Daniel Moss (DMo), Chelsey Olson, Brainard 
Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BPa), David Patterson, W. 
Rob Peeples (w. Iennessee), Bill Pulliam 
(BPu), Frank Ren[row, Rochelle Renken, 
David Roemet, David Schier (DSc), Rick SCel- 

horst, Michael Sledjeski, Jack Sloan (JSI), 
Adam Smith, Brian Smith (BSm), Julie Smoak 
0Sin), Barbara H. Stedman (BHS), Stephen J. 
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Many thanks go to the numerous additional 
individuals who contributed information that 

was used in this report. 
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GULF OF MEXICO 

Steven W. McConnell 

he number of observer reports from across our Region this season seemed 
to be fewer than in recent years. Iwo 

reasons for this downturn were likely the 
completion of the Alabama Breeding Bird At- 
las field work during 2006 and the continuing 
very warm and dry weather pattern. Many lo- 
cations did receive some temporary relief dur- 
ing July, when rainfall exceeded normal totals 
and the mercury averaged slightly below typ- 
ical. No tropical cyclones threatened the Re- 
gion this season. Highlights from this breed- 
ing season included the discovery of the Re- 
gion's first Cedar Waxwing nest and a Bellg 
Vireo captured in Mississippi. A pair of inland 
Gull-billed Ierns in Alabama was more diffi- 

cult to explain. 

Abbreviations: Noxubee (Noxubee N.W.R., 
OktibbehcdWinston, MS); Swan Creek (Swan 
Creek W.M.A., Limestone, AL) 

WATERFOWL THROUGH STORKS 
Four Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks were 
found 15 Jul near Inverness in Sunflower, MS 
(SJD). Iwo calling Pied-billed Grebes made a 
nice surprise 7 Jul at Swan Creek, where the 
species is an uncommon breeder (SWM). Ihe 

(J&MP). Summering American White Peli- 
cans are rarely found inland in Alabama, mak- 
ing the 24 in Hale, AL 15 Jul quite notewor- 
thy (GJH). Ihe long-staying individual at the 
mouth of Town Cr., Colbert/Lawrence, AL 
continued for a 3rd year (m.ob.). Ihree 
Neotropic Cormorants (2 ads., one imm.) at 
Dutch Brake, Sunflower 15 Jul were rare for 
Mississippi (SJD). Repeated observations of 
Anhinga throughout the season in e.-cen. 

Up to 14 Wood Storks visited a small pond in Muscle Shoals, Colbert County, Alabama in late June 2007 (here with small fish on 29 
June). 11•e species is only an occasional visitor to the Tennessee Valley region of northern Alabama. Photograph byYenyO. Green. 

alternate-plumaged Horned Grebe in Bayou Mississippi, including a nest with 3 young 13 
Heron n. of Dauphin I., Mobile, AL 16 Jun-7 Jul at Noxubee, provided evidence of rarely 
Jul provided a very unusual summer record detected breeding (TLS). 
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This pair of Gull-billed Terns was seen 6 July 2007 at W. F. George Dam, Henry County, Alabama. They furnished the sixth state inland record and were not associated with any tropical weather 
event Photograph Wait Chambers. 

Small numbers of Least Bittern are typical- 
ly scattered throughout the Region; however, 
the 8 found 10 Jun in Mobile, AL made for a 
high count (BCG). A staggering number of 
Great Egrets--10,850--was counted in Sun- 
flower/Humphreys, MS 15 Jul (SJD). An imm. 
White Ibis 7 Jul at Swan Creek was rare for 
Alabama's Tennessee Valley region (SWM). 
The only Roseate Spoonbill report for the sea- 
son was of 6 (2 ads., 4 irares.) in Sun- 
flower/Humphreys, MS 15 Jul (SJD). Wood 
Storks seemed unusually widely distributed 
across the Region. Up to 15 were found 18 
Jun+ at Noxubee (TLS). Alabama's Inner 
Coastal Plain produced four records: 16 along 
the Alabama R. in Lowndes 1 Jun (W&LB); 6 
on the Alabama R. in Monroe/Clarke 6 Jun 
(ECS, JT); one near White Hall in Lowndes 16 
Jun (LFG); and an impressive 975+ later in 
the season in Hale/Perry 15 Jul (GJH et al.). 
The latter provided the 2nd highest Alabama 
daily total ever! In n. Alabama, where this 
wader is only occasional, 14 were found 22 
Jun and fingered several days at a small 
spring-fed pond at Muscle Shoals in Colbert 
(DJS, ph. JDG, m. ob.). 

RAILS THROUfiH SHOREBIRDS 
Purple Gallinule returned to nest again at 
Noxubee, where 2 ads. and 3 downy young 
were seen 25 Jun (TLS). The 20+ Common 
Gallinules at the same location 12Jun includ- 
ed both ads. and young to furnish a first Ok- 
tibbeha nesting record (TLS). Up to 4 Ameri- 
can Coots were also found at Noxubee 11 

Jun-30 Jul; however, no evidence of nesting 

could be found (TLS). 
Two Black-necked Stilts 17 Jun near Ma- 

con, Noxubee, MS provided one of only a few 
area records and the first in summer. Again, 
no nesting activity was noted (TLS). Later in 
the season an impressive 192 were tallied in 
Sunflower, MS 15 Jul (SJD). The Spotted 
Sandpiper in Oktibbeha, MS 15 Jul provided 
an early record for a likely migrant (TLS), and 
912 Least Sandpipers in Sunflower, MS 15 Jul 
furnished an impressive total (SJD). Early for 
the Gulf coast were the Upland Sandpiper 12 
Jul and 6 Buff-breasted Sandpipers 19 Jul at 
Foley, Baldwin, AL (D&CD). The 2 Gull- 
billed Terns some 190 km from the Gulf of 

Mexico at Walter E George Dam, Henry 6 Jul 
furnished only the 6th inland Alabama record 
and were not associated with a tropical 
weather system (ph. WC). 

DOVES THROUfiH BUNTINGS 
A Common Ground-Dove seen near Macon, 
Noxubee, MS 10Jun was at the same location 
where one was noted in summer 2006. Both 

are the only area summer records (TLS, MS). 
The Bell's Vireo captured and banded in Coa- 
roma, MS 25 Jul was quite a surprise (b., ph. 
PJB); only a few previous summer records ex- 
ist for Mississippi. The 3 Tree Swallows (pair 
and one imm.) discovered 16-23 Jun in 
Lowndes provided evidence for the southern- 
most Alabama nesting ever (LFG). Cliff Swal- 
lows continued to expand nesting into new 
locations; 30+ at Robert Henry Dam on the 
Alabama R., Lowndes/Autauga, AL 16 Jun 
(LFG) were at a new site, and 2 (near 15 

nests) near Macon, MS represented the first 
Noxubee nesting record (TLS). The first 
Cedar Waxwing nest in Mississippi was 
found 1 Jul near Adaton, Oktibbeha (TLS, 
MS), where one ad. was seen feeding 2 
nestlings. The two previous state breeding 
records were of a lone fledgling and of an ad. 
seen carrying nest material. 

An imm. Magnolia Warbler 24 Jul at Short- 
er, Elmore furnished the earliest record ever 
for Alabama's Inner Coastal Plain (ECS). The 
Ovenbird seen and heard on territory several 
times 1-25 Jun at Noxubee represents the first 
probable breeding record in e.-cen. Mississip- 
pi (TLS). A new southernmost Song Sparrow 
breeding record for Alabama was established 
by two pairs, plus young, at a shopping mall 
in Opelika, Lee 11 Jun+ (GEH, ph. LW et al.). 
Up to 5 male Painted Buntings were seen 10- 
25 Jun near Macon, Noxubee, MS, where the 
species is a rare breeder (TLS, MS). 

Initialed observers (subregional editors in 
boldface): Winston & Linda Baker, Philip J. 
Barbour, Wait Chambers, Stephen J. Dins- 
more, David & Carrie Dortch, Lawrence E 
Gardella, Ben C. Garmon, Jerry D. Green, 
Greg J. Harber, Geoff E. Hill, Greg D. Jackson 
(Alabama), Steven W. McConnell, John & 
Mary Porter, Marion Schiefer, Terence L. 
Schiefer (Mississippi), Maureen Shaffer, 
Damien J. Simbeck, Eric C. Soehren, Jolm 
Trent, Lorna West. • 
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