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orado reports of the species came from tradi-
tional spots on the e. border. Westerly reports
of Rose-breasted Grosbeak included one from
Mancos, Montezuma 28 Apr-2 May (L. Flo-
res) and another from Collbran, Mesa 30 May
(LA). Three Painted Bunting reports (all p.a.)
were all of singles: a male at La Veta, Huerfano
14-16 May (ph. P Neidner); a female or first-
spring male at Chico, El Paso 19 May (BKP,
JD); and an ad. male at Bader Ranch 20 May
(AS). Two Eastern Meadowlarks were report-
ed from Colorado, one at Cainon City (a first
for Fremont) 12 May (MP et al.) and another
near Loveland, Larimer 22-27 May (CW, NK).
Only one Rusty Blackbird was reported, that
being a bird photographed at a private ranch
in Lincoln 27 Apr (JK, GW, AH). Great-tailed
Grackle sightings provided first county
records for Natrona, WY (at Edness K.
Wilkins SP 3 May [A. Hines]) and for Custer
(male at L. DeWeese 16 May [MP, BKP]). Al-
though Orchard Oriole is a common breeder
across the plains of e. Colorado, the species is
only rarely observed on the West Slope. An
excellent find was of an imm. male at Nucla,
Montrose 14-16 Apr (ph. B. Wright, CD). A bit
w. of usual was the imm. male Baltimore Ori-

ole at Crow Valley 21 May (DAL, CW). Per-
haps the easternmost Regional report ever of
Scott’s Oriole was provided by an ad. male at
Fairmount Cemetery 17 Apr (BG). A single
Common Redpoll was at Sterling, Logan 6
Mar (K. Kranik). Last, but certainly not least,
the bird of the season in Colorado was its first
Lawrence’s Goldfinch, an ad. male, discov-
ered at a Grand Junction, Mesa feeder 23 May
(LA); more details will be provided in the
summer report.

Addendum: An ad. Lesser Black-backed Gull
visited Rifle, Garfield 6 Sep 2006 (A. Dahl, ph.
V. Zerbi) and would provide the first West
Slope record (p.a.).

Undocumented reports: A Wilson’s Plover
was reported from Blue Mesa Res. 29 Apr (].
Berry), but no details are forthcoming; it
would represent a first Regional record.
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data. For Idaho, dry conditions held forth
throughout the season, resulting in early
runoff of a deficient snowpack, greatly re-
duced surface water supplies, and the promise
of summer drought. Much of Montana re-
ceived generous precipitation late in the sea-

It was one of the ten warmest springs in the

On 11 March 2007, avid Montana birders Ed Harper and John Parker spotted an American Black Duck feeding among a large

mixed species duck flock near Bozeman. It supplied western Montana's third record and the first state report in eleven years.

Photograph by Ed Harper.

son, but even so, mountain snowpack condi-
tions remained critically low by season’s end.
No unusual weather-related events were not-
ed, but some observers reported fewer migrat-
ing birds than usual because of the predomi-
nating mild weather.

Abbreviation: Camas (Camas N.W.R., Jeffer-
son, ID}; Latilong (area encompassed by one
degree latitude and one degree longitude used
in mapping bird distribution in both ldaho
and Montana); L.M. (Lee Metcalf N.-WR.,
near Stevensville, MT).
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Among the many sensational bird captures this spring at the Camas National Wildlife Refuge bird banding station was

Idaho’s second Wood Thrush on 19 May 2007. During its long stay at Camas, the bird was recaptured several times and was
heard and seen by many thrilled birders. Photograph by Carlos Valeris.

GEESE THROUGH GULLS

Greater White-fronted Geese wandered wide-
ly outside of typical range, with up to 12 in
Kootenai, 1D 11-29 Mar (m.ob.), 11 in
Somers, MT 4 Apr (DC), up to 6 at L. Helena,
MT 8-14 Apr (BM), and one near Belgrade,
MT 16 Apr (LAH). The only reported Cack-
ling Goose was near Sandpoint, ID 9 Mar
(EC). The season’s Eurasian Wigeon count
was unusually high, with 6 reported in [daho
and 10 in w. Montana. Pending acceptance,
an American Black Duck photographed near
Bozeman 11 Mar (ph., tEH, JP) will represent
w. Montana’s 3rd record. A Eurasian Teal was
detected in Kootenai 21-25 Mar (fLH); two
previous reports also hail from n. ldaho. Also
notable was a Cinnamon Teal x Blue-winged
Teal hybrid in Blaine, ID 31 Mar (PWP). Ear-
ly and out of habitat was a Harlequin Duck
near Kalispell, MT 28 Mar (DC). Now virtu-
ally annual in Idaho, 2 Long-tailed Ducks
were at Cascade 6 Apr (MC).

Sandpoint, ID hosted a Red-throated Loon
14-16 Apr, a Pacific Loon 7 Mar-15 Apr, and a
Yellow-billed Loon 1 Mar-16 Apr (fEC, GSh).
Great Egrets wandered to Salmon, ID 5-6 May
(HR), Bozeman, MT 7 May (RI) and LM. 20
May (ph. JH). Idaho’s 2nd Little Blue Heron
visited Minidoka 2-9 May (ph., 1SB, TCW). In
a continuing trend, single Glossy 1Ibis discov-
ered in Fremont 10 May and Jefferson 26 May

(tCW) represented Idaho’s 6th and 7th
records. White-faced Ibis also wandered out of
range, with about 50 at Mann L., Nez Perce, ID
28 Apr (KCr), and singles in Montana loca-
tions at Warm Springs 28 Apr (NK, GS), near
Somers 18 May (RBH), and near Kalispell 29
May (BT). An Upland Sandpiper in Shoshone,
ID 30 May (LH) represented a county first.
The Whimbrel at Mann L. 22-23 May (ph.
KCr, B]) was about 1daho’s 20th. 1daho’s 9th
Hudsonian Godwit stopped in Fremont 15
May (ph., tCW). Unexpected in spring was a
Stilt Sandpiper in Ada, D 27 May (HK). A Red
Phalarope at Mann L. 23-25 May (ph. KCr)
represented Idaho’s 11th report and only the
2nd in spring. Though rare but regular in au-
tumn, a Sabine’s Gull in Lake, MT 10 May
(BR) was a surprising spring find.

PIGEONS THROUGH FINCHES

The only Band-tailed Pigeon report came
from Garden Valley, ID 30 Apr (fide SF).
Eurasian Collared-Doves explored new loca-
tions at Somers, MT 2 Apr (DC), Eureka, MT
5 Apr (LY), the Helena Valley, MT 2 Apr
(BM), and Post Falls, 1D 1 May (DW). Earli-
est ever in nw. Montana were 8 Black Swifts in
Somers 21 May (DC). Idahos 6th Eastern
Phoebe visited Carey 16 Apr (PWP, JS). A to-
tal of 6 Blue Jays in Idaho was about average
for the petiod, but a pair seen carrying nest-
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ing material in Helena, MT 29 Apr (MM) was
especially interesting. A Wood Thrush at Ca-
mas 19-31 May+ (1JC, ph. CV) was only lda-
hos 2nd report. The Brown Thrasher near
Bozeman, MT since 23 Dec stayed until early
Apr (JP). At least one Brown Thrasher was at
Camas 16-23 May (ph. JC), where they are
rare but nearly annual. The Curve-billed
Thrasher that wintered in Fureka, MT re-
mained through 24 Apr (LY).

The rare warbler tally at Camas included
2 Northern Parulas 26-27 May, a Magnolia
Warbler 18-19 May, a Black-and-white War-
bler 20 May, and at least 2 Ovenbirds 12-25
May (JC, BD). Single Ovenbirds were also re-
ported in Ada, ID 15 May (RM) and near
Bozeman, MT 28 May (JP). If accepted, a
Hooded Warbler in Bozeman 4 May (MK)
will be Montana’s 3rd. The Gem State’s 14th
Summer Tanager appeared in Jefferson 12
May (ph., 1TM, TCW). Far n. of expected
range was a Sage Sparrow in Garden Valley,
1D 18 Mar (SW). The Red Fox Sparrow that
wintered in Gem, 1D remained until 3 Apr
(FZ). Especially rare in spring were Golden-
crowned Sparrows near Nampa, 1D 8 Mar
(DH) and at Camas 18 May (GSt). Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks visited feeders near Har-
rison, MT 19 May (SBe), Salmon, ID 20 May
(CK), Boise 20 May (JB), and in Lincoln, MT
22 May (BO). Always rare, an Indigo Bunting
was discovered in Hailey, ID 14-18 Mar (CC).
Though nearly absent from Idaho in recent
years, Great-tailed Grackles were recorded in
Twin Falls 29 Apr (ZW) and Jefferson 28
Apr-26 May (CW). A Lesser Goldfinch in
Blackfoot, ID 17 Mar (BC) provided a first for
Latilong 21.
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