for a very rare and unusual report. The
species is not known to nest in that state.
North Carolina got its 7th Black-whiskered
Vireo when one was photographed at Man-
teo, NC 29 Jun (JL). The bird was present for
a very brief time and was obviously on the
move. Why has that state gotten substantially
more Black-whiskered records than neighbor-
ing states? And of what subspecies are these
birds? Common Raven sightings continued in
the cen. North Carolina region again, with
one at Umstead Park, Raleigh 11 Jun (BM)
and one at Southern Pines 19 Jul (W1). A
Swainson’s Thrush was very late at Miller
Park, Winston-Salem, NC 8 Jun (AR et al.).
An American Pipit seen at close range on the
Dortches B.B.S. route in extreme e. Nash, NC
22 Jun (M]s) was almost without precedent:
there are perhaps two previous Regional re-
ports of this species for Jun.

Sixteen male Blue-winged Warblers on ter-
ritory in Murray, GA late May-Jun (JSp) was
a very impressive total for this uncommon,
localized species at the edge of its breeding
range. Three territorial Magnolia Warblers on
Roan Mt., NC (RK) during the summer was a
good number for this very localized summer
warbler. This summer’s Yellow-rumped War-
bler reports came from the usual North Car-
olina locations, with a male at Grandfather
Mt. 20 Jun (JL) and up to 2 at Roan Mt. 25-28
Jun (RB et al.; RK). Several late warblers in-
cluded a Blackpoll at Riverbend Park, Cataw-

ba, NC 3 Jun (DMa) and an American Red-
start on Jekyll I, GA 2 Jun (LT). Several lo-
cally rare summer warblers for Congaree N.P,
Richland, SC were a singing Worm-eating and
2 singing Ovenbirds 10 Jun (RC). This was a
first Jun record for the Park for Ovenbird and
one of only a handful of records for Worm-
eating. A Swainson’s Warbler on territory near
Charlotte, Mecklenburg, NC 20 Jul (AK) pro-
vided the 3rd breeding season report for this
species in that county.

Locally rare were the 4 singing male Indigo
Buntings in spruce—fir openings on Roan Mt.,
NC 19 Jul (RK). This species is unusual at
that elevation. Painted Buntings also pushed
their range somewhat inland and to the n. in
North Carolina: 3 were found on the Merri-
mon B.B.S., Carteret 11 Jun (JF). Dickcissel
reports were down somewhat from last year,
with the best counts being up to 17 at North
R. Farms, Carteret, NC 11 Jun (JF et al.), 9 at
two sites in Gordon, GA 24 Jun (JF1), 5 in the
Tall-Brandon Farm Rd. area of Bartow, GA 23
Jul (KB), and 3-4 near Pettigrew S.P, NC 21
Jun-1 Jul (HL, JPi, WC; RD). Of note at the
Carteret, NC site, a nest was discovered 25
Jun (JFe), with several juvs. being seen by the
end of the period. This summer’s Red Cross-
bill reports involved 2 in Blowing Rock, NC
21-23 Jun (JL), 5 on Roan Mt., NC 28 Jun
(RK), and 30 (3 females, 27 juvs.) along the
road to the top of Mt. Mitchell, NC 7 Jul
(MW). Obviously, there was excellent breed-
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ing success in the area this summer.
Contributors: Scott Baron, Betsy Bennett,
Eric Beohm, Michael Beohm, Rob Biller, Ken
Blankenship, Carol Bowman, Patrick Brisse
Robin Carter, Jack Carusos, Walt Chambers
(WCh), Paul Champlin, Jack Colcolough
(JCo), Will Cook, Ricky Davis, Steve Davis,
Maureen Dewire (MDe), Nathan Dias, Marion
Dobbs, John Dole, Curtis Dykstra, Jack Fen-
nell (JFe), Jim Flynn (JFl), Wayne Forsythe,
Dot Freeman, John Fussell, Ginny Gillam
(GGi), Jason Giovannone, Walker Golder,
Gilbert Grant, Steve Holzman, Earl Hormn,
Wayne Irvin, Scott Jennex, Mark Johns (M]s),
Mike Johnson, Tom Joyce, Gene Keferl, Alan
Kneidel, Rick Knight, Carol Lambert, Todd
Lanier, Russ Lay, Harry LeGrand, Jr., Jeff
Lewis, John Lindfors (JLi), Ritch Lilly (RLi),
Bill Lotz, Merrill Lynch, Dwayne Martin
(DMa), Carol McClelland, Michael McCloy,
Darlene Moore, Pat & Neal Moore (P&NM),
Terry Moore, Brian Murphy, Toby Nathan,
Anne & Blayne Olsen (A&BO), Brian Patte-
son, Inc. (BPI), Jack Peachey, Jeff Pippen
(JPi), Ann Robertson, Bob Sargent, Wayne
Schaftner, Georgann Schmalz, Ron Selvey, Jeff
Sewell, Paul Sykes, Lydia Thompson, Simon
Thompson, Mike Turner, Dan Vickers, Craig
Watson, Marilyn Westphal, Bob & Deb
Zaremba (B&DZ). &

Ricky Davis, 608 Smallwood Drive, Rocky Mount,
North Carolina 27804, (RIDNC@aol.com)
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- ;,:“?_.,.,., o 5. ), 4o g Summer 2006 was fairly typ-  tee); N.S.R.A. (North Shore Recreation Area,
e Romw! I ke ical weather-wise. Aside Orange); report (any observation); record
inad T\ ovmaies from some pelagic species—  {only reports verifiable from photograph, au-
e oI D Ko and potentially the Southern Lap-  dio/videotape, or specimen evidence).
ek % Conaara wing—it was a quiet season for
Gty - mq{ e Tarities. Tropical Storm Alberto hit WATERFOWL THROUGH SPOONBILL
of gl ;.‘f’,, it \ o the Gulf coast at the Big Bend re-  Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks continue their
Mesico k! R gion on 13 June, causing minimal  colonization of n. Florida, with 18 at St
e ..,,:".,.‘ \umu damage. Predictably, several Marks N.WR., Wakulla 3 Jun (TC) and 12 at
R VO T species of pelagic terns were Springhill Road W.T.P, Tallahassee, Leon 12
-.-" mow 4rawsn  found in the storm’s wake. David Jun (GM). Two Black-bellied broods in a
s ¥t J. Powell, who has authored the  phosphate mine 10 Jul (PF) furnished the
e summer report for Florida since  first Hillsborough breeding report. Two Ful-
s 2000, recently earned his doctor-  vous Whistling-Ducks were n. to Paynes
O Trigas P w B anen ate and has moved to Arizona. We  Prairie Preserve S.P, Alachua 6-11 Jun (MMa
wish Dave well, and thank him et al.), while a pair with 4 young in a phos-
for his past efforts. phate mine 11 Jul (PT, CG) furnished the first
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breeding for Polk. Other waterfowl at Polk
mines included 580 Mottled Ducks 7 Jul, 18
Blue-winged Teal 25 Jul, and 4 Ruddy Ducks
11 Jul (PE, PT, CG). Four Mallard x Mottled
Duck hybrids were among 142 Mottled
Ducks and one Mallard at Trinity, Pasco 10
Jun (KTxr). Surprising was the drake Redhead
at Gull Harbors, Pasco, where a large flock
winters, 13 Jun (KTr, BP, ph.). Sea ducks
found during the season at Merritt 1., Brevard
mncluded a Greater Scaup 9 Jun (RE ph.), a
Lesser Scaup 19 Jul, a Surf Scoter 8-14 Jun,
and 2 Black Scoters 9 Jun (DF). Four other
Lesser Scaup summered at Springhill Road
WP (GM).

A Horned Grebe in alternate plumage at Ft.
Walton Beach W.T.P, Okaloosa 2 Jun (RoS et
al.) was late. Several pelagic trips were run
this season, with some surprising results
(Table 1); details are pending for the
EOQ.S.R.C. review species. Additionally, Hope
conducted seawatches from Boynton Inlet,
Palm Beach and tallied 25 Cory’s Shearwaters
3 & 10 Jul, and 2 others 11 Jul, a Greater
Shearwater 10 Jul, and single Audubon’s
Shearwaters 10 & 11 Jul. Another Cory’s was
observed at Destin, Okaloosa 31 Jul (BG).
Three imm. Northern Gannets were in the
Gulf at St. Andrew S.P, Bay 5 Jun (RoS et al.).
Summering American White Pelicans were
noted at St. Marks 12 Jun (25 birds; CB) and
Polk mines 7 Jul (375; PF). An unusually high
concentration of 280 Anhingas was at Lake
Apopka N.S.R.A. 26 Jul (HR). The only report
of inland Magnificent Frigatebirds post-Alber-
to was of 2 over Spring Hill, Hernando 13 Jun
(A&BH). At least 140 [rigatebirds roosted
near Honeymoon Island S.P, Pinellas 8 jun

RAPTORS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS

Polk mines supported 117 Ospreys 11 Jul (PT,
CG). Swallow-tailed Kite numbers at Lake
Apopka N.S.R.A., where dragonflies are abun-
dant, peaked at 1560 on 26 Jul (HR). A Snail
Kite at Paynes Prairie 8-24 Jun (MMa, BC et
al.) was casual so far n., and a kite pho-
tographed at Shadow Ridge, Hudson 6 ]Jul
(BS, ph.) provided the first for Pasco. One
hundred Mississippi Kites were found at Tram
Road W.T.P, Leon, a favored spot 11 Jul (RL);
one at Coleman 9 Jun (RR) provided the first
recent report in Sumter. A Bald Eagle nest at
Hudson fledged nestlings in Mar and Jun
(KTr), furnishing a very rare case of double-
brooding. Rare in Florida during summer, a

5

The Southern Lapwing (ol subspecies
cayennensis) remained at St. Marks through
11 Jun (JM et al.); its provenance is unknowm,
but natural vagrancy is conceivable, as the
species has shown a strong pattern of pio-
neering n. of its core range over the past
decade. This summer, birders seemed to focus
an unusual amount of attention on shore-
birds. Twenty-three nonbreeding species were
reported this season, mostly at Merritt Island
N.WR. (including Shiloh Marsh, Volusia) and
the Polk mines. The significance of most of
these reports is difficult to discern, as few ob-
servers provided details on plumage condi-
tion and/or the frequency that the birds were
observed. An American Golden-Plover at

More than 100 Purple Swamphens were estimated at Stormwater Treatment Area 5, Hendry, an Everglades restora-
tion site, 24 Jun (ME et al.). Some agency personnel have begun to control swamphen numbers in the Everglades, al-

though it is not yet dlear whether eradication is possible. Stomach contents will be analyzed to determine whether
swamphens feed on the eggs or young of native species (fide PGr and BP).

Northern Harrier was a surprise at the Sara-
sota Celery Fields 27 Jun (JD, EM). At least
two pairs of Cooper’s Hawks produced young
at West Kendall, Miami-Dade (JB, JW). Rap-
tors at Lake Apopka N.S.R.A. included 101
Red-shouldered Hawks 30 Jul and one juv.
Broad-winged Hawk 12 Jul (HR), evidently a
post-breeding wanderer. There were eight re-
ports of Short-tailed Hawks, all singles, be-
tween Gainesville and L. Okeechobee. Four
American Kestrels, presumably of the Threat-
ened race paulus, were at Golden Aster Scrub
Preserve, Hillsborough 18 Jun (GP). The max-
imum count for King Rails at Lake Apopka
N.S.R.A. was 209 on 23 Jul (HR).

Viera Wetlands 29 Jul (ABa) provided the first
accepted summer teport for Florida. Sixty
Wilson’s Plovers, including 2 chicks, were at
Nassau Sound 15 Jul, while 3 Piping Plovers,
presurnably early returnees, were there 22 Jul
{(both PL). A high count of 181 Black-necked
Stilts came from Loughman’s L., Brevard 19
Jun (MB). American Avocets, many in alter-
nate plumage, were reported from six sites be-
tween St. Marks and Stormwater Treatment
Area 5, with the largest count of 45 at Polk
mines 11 Jul (PT, CG); this species has never
been reported to breed in Florida. Providing
the first summer report for Tallahassee was an
Upland Sandpiper at Springhill Road W.T.P.

(KTr). A Great White Heron — — = : 29 Jun (GM). Good counts of
e o o Ol 15 10 Rk e e e A T | i ramped Snirp
Jun-14 Jul (LDo, PGo). A St f - were 18 at Ft. De Soto Park,
count of 750 Snowy Egrets | Species 150n | 24Jun | 3Jul | 19Jun | 24Jun | 150ul | Pinellas 2 Jun (LA), 30+ at
;ame(ér:)m]}ﬁera }i\.’ftlands ?10 Black-capped Petrel 0 0 0 0 1 0 Sh‘iilos}(l) N[[i;ShEls Jluzll (iw?’
un . Two white morphs . - - an at the Everglades Agri-
were included among 4 Red- Cory's Shearwater 0 3 | 9 | 300+ I 5 | 0 cultural Area, Palm Beach 21
dish Egrets at Nassau Sound, | Greater Shearwater 0 0 1 300+ 3 0 Jun (BH). An alternate-
Duva}i 15_;2?1]1}111 (PL). Sdll rar; Audubon’s Shearwater 0 1 6 | 1 I 10 | 0 Jpl:ufnage.dh Sc;ilth Sagldpifper_:ﬂ
I , _ i t t
1Gnlossye Ibiz fraeq?lse::d a;_re_]jlcl(- Wikson's Storm-Fetre 2 2 ! 0 2 6 T‘LQ::;;:Z Ieslandes Nr.iN.lf.r Ccc;lr}
son 6-12 Jun (GM). White- | Band-rumped Storm-Petrel 2 1 1 | 0 | 4 | 0 lier (TD). An American Wood-
faced 1bis are increasingly | nidentified tropichird 0 | o 1 0 1: 0 0 cock at Gainesville 16 Jul
identified in Florida; this sum- Brown Boob a7 1 1 0 | 1 0 (MMe) was most likely a post-
mer, one ad. graced Paynes |-o*" brscid | | | | breeding wanderer.
Prairie 7 Jun (HA), while 2 ads. | Glossy lbis A 0 0 0 3 L 25
and one imm. were at St. | South PolarSkua 0 | 0 | 0 | 1 ' 0 | 0 ij(E](G]EDI;SEERIERROSUGH
gt)f(iibill; \{/uerrle g;:[pco)r-te%o\:;: e Buweio g g : : 0 - A Pomarine Jaeger landed on a
ly; 50 at Gulf Harbors 14 Jun | BridledTem 0 | 1 | 4 | 0 | mo| o road at No Name Key, Monroe
mcluded juvs. color-banded as | Sooty Tem 15 3 100+ 0 37 8 4 Jul (KW), providing a rare
nestlings at Florida Bay (one) - 5 | onshore report for Florida. Ca-
and Tampa Bay (4; KTr). Brown Noddy g | 0 | 2 l 0 , ! | ! sual in the w. Panhandle, a
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Gull-billed Tern enlivened Ft. Walton Beach
W.T.P. 2 Jun (RoS et al.). Fourteen other Gull-
billeds at Polk mines 11-16 Jul (PT et al.) rep-
resented a good count. There were 2500+
Royal Terns at the Huguenot Park, Jack-
sonville colony 27 Jul (RCI). Increasing in-
land in the cen. pen., 2 Sandwich Terns were

found at Lake Apopka N.S.R.A. 30 Jul (HR).

Presumably related to Alberto—but originat-
ing from where?—Common Terns showed
up around Tampa Bay 13 Jun, with 4 at Gulf
Harbors (KTr), 3 at Fred Howard Park, Pinel-
las (RaS), and one at Ft. De Soto (LA). Cer-
tainly related to the same storm were Sooty
Terns at Gulf Harbors 13 Jun (one; KTr),
Dunedin Causeway, Pinellas 13 Jun (15; SC),
and inland at Lake Apopka N.S.R.A. 14 Jun
(one; HR), Black Terns at St. Marks 13 Jun (2;
SM), Gulf Harbors 13 Jun (3; KTr, BP), and
Honeymoon Island S.P. 13 Jun (LK), and
Brown Noddies at St George 1., Franklin 13
Jun (2; KTh) and Dunedin Causeway 13 Jun
(7, SC). A good count of 130 early-migrant
Black Terns was made at Gandy Bridge, Pinel-
las 29 Jul (RoS). Storm surge from Alberto de-
stroyed 50 Least Tern nests and 150 Black
Skimmer nests at Caladesi Island S.P, Pinellas
(SC), while 100+ Least Tern nests fledged
young at Ft. Pickens, Escambia (BD). Polk
mines supported 280 Least Terns 16 Jul (PT,
CG) and 84 Black Skimmers, including
young, 10 Jul (PF). The latter report repre-
sents a very rare inland breeding colony.

Twenty or more White-winged Doves were
s. of Kissimmee Prairie Preserve all season
(PM, MK). Monk Parakeets out of their
known breeding range were 2 at South Day-
tona, Volusia 24 Jun (MB) and one at Panama
City, Bay 4-10 Jul (RI). Robinson’s surveys at
Lake Apopka N.S.R.A. tallied 52 Yellow-billed
Cuckoos 8 Jun and 150 Chimney Swifts 30
Jul. Belted Kingfishers typically begin to ar-
rive at “wintering” areas in the latter half of
Jul; early arrivals this year were singles s. of
Florida City, Miami-Dade 3 Jul (B&LC), Or-
lando Wetlands Park, Orange 4 Jul (EK), and
Cape Romano, Collier 5 Jul (DSu). Two Red-
cockaded Woodpeckers at Golden Gate Es-
tates, Collier 17 Jun were very rare there
(DSu), and another Red-cockaded at Longleaf
Flatwoods Reserve 31 Jul (RCa) furnished the
first Alachua report since 1997.

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH FINCHES

A singing Willow Flycatcher at Lake Apopka
N.S.R.A. 28 Jul (HR) provided only the 2nd
summer report for Florida; the first report
was from the same site 27 Jul 1999. Two Gray
Kingbirds at Weekiwachee Preserve, Hernan-
do 9 Jun (A&BH) were 8 km inland; other
kingbird pairs bred at Gulf Breeze, Santa Rosa

and downtown Pensacola, Escambia this year
(fide BD). South of its known breeding range,

"a Yellow-throated Vireo sang at Winter

Haven, Polk 14 Jul (PF). The first migrant
Red-eyed Vireo appeared at Lake Apopka
N.S.R.A. 26 Jul (HR). Six pairs ol Purple Mar-
tins bred in cavities in Cabbage Palm snags at
Viera 14 Jun (DF), while a post-breeding as-
semblage of 375 martins at Polk mines was
noted 11 Jul (PT, CG). Single Tree Swallows
were carefully identified at Lake Apopka
N.S.R.A. 10 & 19-21 Jul (HR) and Ft. Walton
Beach W.T.P. 25 Jul (BD). Other swallows at
Lake Apopka N.S.R.A. included one Bank 19
Jul and 5 others 28 Jul, one CLff 23 Jul, and
3520 Barns 28 Jul (HR). Two other Bank
Swallows were at Altamonte Springs, Semi-
nole 23 Jul (PH), and single Cliffs were spied
at Merritt Island N.WR. 24 Jul (ABa) and Ft.
Walton Beach W.T.P. 25 Jul (BD). South of its
breeding range, a male Gray Catbird sang at
Lake Apopka N.S.R.A. 8 Jun-28 Jul (HR).

FLORIDA

al.). Very late were the female and male Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks at Gulf Breeze 4 Jun (BD
LDu). A Blue Grosbeak nest with 2 nestlings at
Orangedale, St. Johns 16 Jul perhaps represent-
ed a 2nd brood; ads. and 2 juvs. were nearby
(PP). Lake Apopka N.S.R.A. supported the fol-
lowing numbers of breeding or presumed
breeding species: 33 Blue Grosbeaks 19 Jun, 33
Indigo Buntings 10 Jul, and 4 male Dickcissels
all season (HR). Late was the female Bobolink
at St. Marks 11 Jun (JM). The highest count of
Boat-tailed Grackles at Lake Apopka N.S.R.A
this summer was 12,000 on 26 Jul (HR). There
were eight reports of 15 Shiny Cowbirds be-
tween Bald Pt., Franklin and Everglades N.P,
Monroe. Daily highs of 12 Orchard Orioles at
Lake Apopka N.S.R.A. were tallied 4 & 16 Jun
(HR). An American Goldfinch lingered at
Gainesville through 1 Jun (M]).

Unestablished Exotics: Three Egyptian Geese
made a surprise showing at Lake Apopka

S A For the 4th summer in a row, Bronzed Cowbirds were found in Miami-Dade, with singles near Florida International

University 3 Jun (SS) and at Miami Shores 22 Jul (AH); one male, one female, and 2 juvs. at Pinecrest 17 Jul (LM); and
up to 14 at Homestead in Jul (LM). Although fledglings were not observed, juvs. molting into first basic plumage were pho-
tographed at Homestead. The presence of these juvs. at a site where ads. were observed all season probably provides suffi-

Migrant warblers at Green Key Road, Pasco
included 5 Yellow Warblers and 2 Prothono-
tary Warblers 29 Jul and 14 Prairie Warblers
(probably including some resident paludicola)
19 Jul (KTr). Lake Apopka N.S.R.A. support-
ed the following warblers: one Yellow 26 Jul;
one Prairie 16 Jul and 7 others 28 Jul; and one
Louisiana Waterthrush 12-16 Jul, with 3 oth-
ers 28 Jul (HR). A Black-and-white Warbler in
song lingered at Cedar Key, Levy 7 Jun (DH),
while the first fall migrant was noted at Talla-
hassee, Leon 11 Jul (DM). Other migrant war-
blers included one American Redstart at St.
Marks 16 Jul (A&JW), single Northern Wa-
terthrushes at Wekiva Springs S.P, Orange 27
Jul (ABo) and Gulf Breeze 28 Jul (TK, win-
dow casualty), one Louisiana Waterthrush at
Ft. George 1., Duval 14 Jul (RCl), and a Ken-
tucky Warbler at Alligator Pt., Franklin 31 Jul
(JM). Fifteen+ Louisiana Waterthrushes were
along the Santa Fe R., Alachua 29 Jul (AR).
The high count of Yellow-breasted Chats at
Lake Apopka N.S.R.A. was 12 on 21 Jun
(HR).

Very late sparrows, all in Alachua, were a
Chipping 3 Jun (BM, HA) and 2 Savannahs 8
Jun (RR) at Paynes Prairie, plus another Sa-
vannah at Hague 11 Jun (SF). Seasonal point-
count surveys at Kissimmee Prairie tallied 72
Florida Grasshopper Sparrows, the lowest
number since surveys began in 1999 (PM et

N.S.R.A. 23 Jul, and a male Pin-tailed Whydah
appeared there 11 Jun (HR). An African Col-
lared-Dove was detailed at Tampa, Hillshor-
ough late May-early Jun (DSn). One of 4
House Crows at Nokomis Beach, Sarasota 7
Jul was observed as it flew into a powerline
and was electrocuted (KB). A single Nutmeg
Mannikin was at e. Pensacola 29 Jul (M]M).

Cited observers {(members of the Florida Or-
nithological Society Field Observations Com-
mittee in boldface): Howard Adams, Brian
Ahern, Bruce Anderson, Lyn Atherton, Andy
Bankert (ABa), Ken Blackshaw, Chris Borg
John Boyd, Andrew Boyle (ABo), Michael
Brothers, Roberto Cavalieros (RCa), Bruce
Christensen, Roger Clark (RCl), Buck & Lin-
da Cooper, Sid Crawford, Tom Curtis, Linda
Dougherty (LDo), Terry Doyle, Jeanne Dubi
Bob Duncan, Lucy Duncan (LDu), Margaret
England, Charlie Ewell, Paul Fellers, R. Few-
ster, Scott Flamand, David Freeland, Ben
Garmon, Chuck Geanangel, Phil Goodyear
(PGo), Paul Gray (PGr), Al & Bev Hansen,
Alex Harper, Dale Henderson, Brian Hope,
Paul Hueber, Richard Ingram, Marcy Jones
Lillian Kenney, Tim King, Marianne Korosy
Ed Kwater, Patrick Leary, Rob Lengacher,
Mike Manetz (MMa), Larry Manfredi, Sean
McCool, Michael Meisenburg (MMe), Gail
Menk, Edith Miller, Mary Jean Miller (MJM)
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Paul Miller, Barbara Mollison, Don Morrow,
John Murphy, Gail Parsons, Peggy Powell,
Bill Pranty, Alice Reakes, Harry Robinson,
Rex Rowan, Susan Schneider, Bud Skiba, Ray
Smart (RaS), Ron Smith (RoS), Donna Sny-

der (DSn), Doug Suitor (DSu), Karen
Theodorou (KTh), Pete Timmer, Roberto
Torres, Ken Tracey (KTr), Bob Wallace, Jeff
Weber, Andy & Julie Wraithmell, Ken
Wysocki. &

Bill Pranty, 8515 Village Mill Row, Bayonet Point,
Florida 34667, (billpranty@hotmail.com)
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fter a generally cool wet spring, a
Ashort—lived heat wave brought spring

migration to an abrupt end at the be-
ginning of June. Weather during the breeding
season was less extreme than in recent years.
Although many birds appeared to take advan-
tage of benign conditions, fewer birders in the
field (due to the end of the Ontario Breeding
Bird Atlas field work) may have resulted in
fewer reports. Rarities included White-
winged Dove, Barn Owl, Swainson’s Warbler,
Kirtland’s Warbler, and Green-tailed Towhee.

Abbreviations: L.PB.O. (Long Point B.O.,
Norfolk); N.PH (Niagara Peninsula Hawk-
watch, Niagara); PPB.A. (Point Pelee Birding
Area; Point Pelee National Park and environs,
Essex); s.|. (sewage lagoons); T.C.B.O. (Thun-
der Cape B.O., Thunder Bay). Place names in
italics refer to districts and regional munici-
palities as well as to counties.

WATERFOWL THROUGH VULTURES

By the beginning of Jun, most Arctic-breeding
waterfowl had moved on from s. portions of
the province. Late lingering migrants includ-
ed a single Snow Goose in Ottawa 15 Jun
(EDT) and a flock of 10 Brant at Presqu’ile

PP, Northumberland 6 Jun (fidle FMH). A
Trumpeter Swan that summered in Atikokan,
Rainy River was an indication that this species
may be expanding into nw. Ontario (DHE).

A breeding-plumaged Red-throated Loon
was on L. Erie near Dunnville, Haldimand 18
Jun (RZD), well s. of its breeding range. How-
ever, a Common Loon at Leamington, Essex
27 Jul was likely an early fall migrant (AW).
Red-necked Grebes bred for the 10th succes-
sive year at Bronte, Halton in spite of an ever-
expanding marina (GRE). This is the only ac-
tive breeding in the province well s. and e. of
the current breeding range. A regular accumu-
lation ol non-breeding birds off Rattray Marsh,
Peel during this summer (estimates as high as
200) would suggest that the species is close to
expanding within the Region (MHC). An ad.
Eared Grebe in worn breeding plumage was at
Exeter 30 Jun and may have been the same
bird that appeared at this location in recent
summers (RZD, BNC). The only American
White Pelican reported in s. Ontario during
the period was a single bird ofishore between
North and South Limestone Islands in Geor-
gian Bay 25 Jun (MC, JC, JHu, WH).

Great Egret, though a regular nester in sw.
Ontario, is rare e. of Presqu’ile PP, so singles
at Ambherst 1., Lennox & Addington 31 May-1
Jun (VPM et al.) and at Bells Corners, Ottawa
28 & 31 Jul (TFMB, DM) were noteworthy.
Single Snowy Egrets were at Miramichi Bay
near Port Elgin, Bruce 9-23 Jun (JK et al.) and
Rattray Marsh, Peel 27 Jun (DEP). An ad. Lit-
tle Blue Heron at Old Cut, Long Pt., Norfolk 8
Jun was another good find (fide SAM). The
only Cattle Egret reported was at Wheatley
Harbour and Hillman Marsh, Essex 1-5 Jun
(DJW et al.). Single Black Vultures were in
Scarborough, Toronto 14 Jun (MW) and at
Forest, Lambton 22 Jul (CC).

RAPTORS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS

A Mississippi Kite was reported from Selkirk
PP, Haldimand 30 Jul (JD); details have not
yet been seen for this report, which would be
very unusual at this season. Unusual for the

location, a large wooded urban park in Toron-
to, 4 recently fledged Cooper's Hawks were
observed in their nest tree in High Park 2 Jul
(GC). An imm. Golden Eagle seen in flight
between Dunrobin and Constance Bay 4 Jun
was unprecedented for the Ottawa area at this
time of year (BL, ]JS). An imm. Swainson’s
Hawk was over East Hamilton Mt., Hamilton
27 May (DC).

Surprisingly, there were no reports of Amer-
ican Kestrel in the PPB.A. during the period
(AW). Urban Peregrine Falcons continue to
breed, with nests reported from London
(PAR), Hamilton (two; RZD), Toronto (SH),
and Ottawa (EDT). While single Peregrines
have been seen in past summers in the area, a
pair at an abandoned open pit mine represent-
ed Atikokan’s first breeding record (DHE, JH).

Most of the province’s Sandhill Cranes
breed in the n., but they have greatly expand-
ed their breeding range across the province
from Manitoba to Québec in recent years.
Birds reported from Essex and Lanark illus-
trate this species’ evolving breeding status in
Ontario (m.ob., fide AW, JG).

As expected, the majority of northbound
shorebirds departed from the lower Great Lakes
by the beginning of Jun, with the first south-
bound migrants arriving back in s. Ontario by
early Jul. Early indications are that shorebirds
had an excellent breeding season, with huge
numbers of birds massing on the shores of
Hudson Bay and James Bay in late Jul (KA, fide
RJP). The last significant flight of shorebirds at
Presqu'ile PP, Northumberland occurred on 4-5
Jun, including 50 Black-bellied Plovers and 2
Whimbrels among good numbers of other
shorebirds (FMH). Two Semipalmated Plovers
28 Jun in the PPB.A. were early southbound
migrants (AJH). A single banded Piping Plover
was at Kettle Pt., Lambton 27-28 Jul (MA, PC,
AHR). An American Avocet at the Grand Bend
s.l., Lambton 14 Jul and later was a good find
(MA). A Greater Yellowlegs at Presquile PP, 2
Jun was a late northbound migrant (FMH}), but
an Upland Sandpiper in the PPB.A. 11 Jun was
an early southbound migrant. Eight Marbled
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