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n winter 2005-2000, numerous new state 
records and records of species far out of 
their known ranges continued to accrue, 

perhaps the most astounding of all being 
records of two NeDtropical eagle species in 
northern Mexico: a Solitary Eagle in Iamauli- 
pas and a Black Hawk-Eagle in Nayarit. 

the Rio Nazas 15 Jan (RLL,WB, FVP). 
A dozen ad. Clark's Grebes were seen in 

Tanque Aguilerefio and Ianque Genty, shal- 
low dams s. of IorreGn, 3Jan (FVP) and 6 Feb 
(RLL, FVP). An Eared Grebe, 4 Clark's 
Grebes, an American White Pelican, and a 
Snowy Egret were at Laguna Fiefro, Chih. 5 
Dec (DK, DMe, JRu,JRa). A Great Blue Heron 
nest, and one carrying nesting material, were 
seen 4 Feb near La Cortina along the Rio 
Grande de Santiago, e. of Tepic, Nay. (JM, 

Sinaloa and Nayarit were very dry throughout 
the period, with litde measurable rain over 
most regions since early October. Flower- 
banks were relatively barren away from 
streamsides. Carmody reports much less song 
(except in Fan-tailed Warbler and Rosy 
Thrush-Ianager) and less responsiveness to 
audio recordings than is usual at this season. 
On the other hand, he noted that nearly any 
highway median strip that had not been 
grazed hdd small numbers of Botteri's and 
Grasshopper Sparrows in February, also prob- 
ably a consequence of the arid conditions. 

WATERFOWL THROUGH DOVES 
About 11300+ Ross's Geese and 450 Snow 

Geese (including 5 or 6 blue morphs of the 
latter) were at Laguna Fierro, along with 4 
Common Mergansers 5 Dec (DK, DMe, JRu, 
JRa). An apparent Ross's Goose x Snow 
Goose hybrid and 800+ Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks were on a large stock pond 
in Rancho Ciudadela, along the La Noria 
road, he. of Mazafl•n, Sin. (MC, ph. JL). A 
Greater White-fronted Goose was in riparian 
habitat s. of the bridge into Casas Grandes, 
Chih. 8 Dec (DK, DMe, JRu, JRa). About 
1150 Snow Geese and one ad. Ross's Goose 

(ph.) were seen 20 Nov at Laguna Sayula, Jal.; 
one of the Snows wore a yellow neck collar 
that indicated it had been banded in 2002 at 

Queen Maud Gulf, Nunavut (SJD et al.). Four 
Buffleheads, an uncommon duck in the area, 
were seen in the CafiGn de Fernfindez S.P on 

AM). Small numbers of Boat-billed Herons 

were at Laguna de Quelele, Nay 13 Jan (MJI) 
and 12 Feb (BG). 

Two White-tailed Kites were near Laguna 
Fiefro 5 Dec (DK, DMe, JRu, JRa). After a pe- 
riod of almost six years without reports, Red 

This female Ruddy Ground-Oove frequented riparian habi- 
tat near Casas Grandes, Chihuahua, Mexico 80ecernber 

2005; it furnishes just the second confirmed record for the 
state of Chihuahua. Photograph by Dave I(rueper. 

shouldered Hawks were seen in the subre- 

gion: an ad. at CafiGn de Fernandez S.P 20 
Nov and 4 Dec (RLL, WB, AVJ, FVP). 2 ads. 
there 11 Dec (RLL, AVJ, WB), and a juv. at 
Bosque Venustiano Carranza, an urban park 
in IorreGn, 2 Jan (pk FVP). Interestingly, in 

the same area, no Northern Harriers were re- 
ported--for the first time in many years. An 
imm. Solitary Eagle in the E1 Cielo Biosphere 
Reserve between G6mez Farias and Alta 

Cima, Iamps. was documented 21 Feb during 
one of the fidd trips of El Cielo Nature Festi- 
val (PL, RJ, SO, EP, ph. RC, m. ob.); this would 
furnish a first state record. The E1 Cielo Na- 

ture Festival is an efforl to promote sustain- 
able development through avitourism; local 
guides are available year-round, and several 
special events are hosted each year (<www. 
elcielofestival.com>). Another outstanding 
eagle record was of an ad. Black Hawk-Eagle 
found at La Bajada, near La Palma, Nay, 15 
Feb (GK, MC, ph. KK). 

Two groups of Sandhill Cranes totaling 45 
birds were seen flying over Tanque Aguil- 
ereno at dawn 6 Feb (RLL, FVP). A Pacific 
and 5 American Golden-Plovers were report- 
ed from the coast 10 km n. of the town of 

Golfo de Santa Clara, Son. 26 Aug (MG, ME, 
ES); 4 of the latter were at Bahia Adair, Son. 
6 Dec (MG, EL, ES). A remarkable count of 
318 Snowy Plovers came Laguna Sayula, Jal. 
20 Nov (SJD et al.). A Wandering Tatder was 
along the rocky coast n. of Punta Mita, Nay. 
24Jan (MD); 3 were noted on the Islas Mad- 
etas, Nay, 27 Jan (M.N.T.C.). An ad. Wilson's 
Phalarope was at San Blas 23 Feb (JL, MC). 
Six Stilt Sandpipers were farther n. than usu- 
al in winter near the Mazad•n airport 9 Feb 
(MC). A Long-billed Dowitcher was at Lagu- 
na Fiefro 5 Dec (DK, DMe, JRu, JRa). One 
and 2 Black Turnstones were at Playa Cerri- 
tos n. of Mazatlan at the head of Emerald Bay 
8 & 18 Feb, respectively (MC). An American 
Woocock was found just outside Parque Es- 
tanzuela in Montetrey, N.L. in early Feb (IG, 
fide AGS). A group of 20+ Sandwich Terns 
was reported well out in the Bahia de Ban- 
deras about two-thirds of the way between 
Nuevo Vallarta and Islas Madetas 27 Jan 
(M.N.T.C.). A female Ruddy Ground-Dove 
was photographed in riparian habitat near 
Casas Grandes 8 Dec (DK, DMe, JRu, JRa), 
providing the 2nd documented record from 
Chihuahua. A Eurasian Collared-Dove was 

in a large catde pen in the La Noria road with 
many Ruddy Ground-Doves and White- 
winged Doves 9 Feb (KC, MC). 

HUMMINGBIRDS 
THROUGH FINCHES 
Several Lucifer and up to 10 Costa's Hum- 
mingbirds were seen near La Corrina at about 
300 m elevation 4 Feb (AM, JM). Anna's con- 
tinues to be the most common hummingbird 
species in Bosque Venustiano Carranza (FVP 
et al.). Ihree species of sapsuckers were 
found along the Durango Hv•.. in Feb: 2 re- 
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male Williamson's and a male Yellow-bellied 

near E1Palmito, Sin. 11 & 19 Feb, plus a fe- 
male Red-naped below El Batel, Sin. 19 Feb 
(MC). Near the latter spot, a pair of Eared 
Quetzals foraged amid a large mixed-species 
flock containing warblers, vireos, thrushes, 
tanagers, woodcreepers, and flycatchers 27 
Feb (DM et al., ph. ESB, vt. LC). A pair of 
Pale-billed Woodpeckers with fledglings at a 
nest hole were on the El Cuarentano Rd., Nay. 
23 Feb, and a pair was on the coast n. of 
Mazadan at Emerald Bay 8 Feb (MC). A Say• 
Phoebe was seen near Santa Fe, e. of TepEe 28 
Jan (JM, AM), and another was in the large 
field at Rancho La Noria, Nay. 13 & 23 Feb 
(MC). A male Gray-collared Becard was in a 
patch of forest at the s. end of Bucedas, Nay. 
24 & 26Jan (M.N.T.C.). A Bright-rumped At- 
tila was high at an elevation of 2170 m near El 
Palmito 19 Feb (MC); another was high at 
1980 m along the Durango Hwy. w. of Barran- 
ca Rancho Liebre 27 Feb (DM, ESB et al.). At 
a lower elevation on the hwy., a Blue-headed 
Vireo was seen well near Cerro el Elefante 26 

Feb (LC). 
At least 250 Sinaloa Crows were noted in 

various locations in Bucerias 20-29 Jan 
(M.N.T.C.). A Tree Swallow was at Laguna 
Fiefro 5 Dec (DK, DMe, JRu, JRa). Two Col- 
ima Warblers were on the El Cuarentano 

road 23 Feb, where they have recently been 
found to be regular (MC). Two or 3 Chest- 
nut-sided Warblers were noted in El Gua- 

muchil, Nay. 23, 25, & 29Jan (M.N.T.C.). A 
Townsend• Warbler n. of Santa Fe 31 Jan 
(,JM, AM) was somewhat 
low at about 300 m. A male 
Hooded Warbler was in the 
forest at the s. end of 

Bucerias 17 Jan, and a 
Pyrrhuloxia was noted 
there 24-30Jan (M.N.T.C.). 
Two Clay-colored Sparrows 
were seen in riparian areas 
near Casas Grandes 8 Dec 

(DK, DMe, JRu, JRa), where 
rare in winter. A Swamp 
Sparrow was at Laguna 
Fierro 5 Dec (DK, DMe, 
JRu, JRa). A Song Sparrow was reported 17- 
29Jan at the s. end of Bucerias (M.N.T.C.); if 
this report can be confirmed, it will consti- 
tute the first record for Nayarit. 

:. c f 
Anna's Hummingbird continues to be the 
most common hummingbird in Bosque 

Venustiano Cananza, an urban park in Tor- 
re6n, Coahuila, Mexico, where this photo- 

graph was taken in January 2006. 
Photograph by Ernesto ½abrera. 
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(M.N.T.C.). 

CENTRAL MEXICO 

11 Jan, and 2 ads. and an imm. were observed 
soaring over Caj6n de Pefia dam, Jal. 18 Jan 
(MJI). A Harlan's Hawk was photographed at 
Aquiles Serdfin W.T.P 18 Jan (ph. MJ1). A 
Peregrine Falcon was at La CEma, D.E 21 Dec 
(HGdS, MPV), and another was in San Ger6n- 
imo, above the Periferico 25 Jan (MG). Single 
kEmpkEns were noted in Cruz de I oreto 7 Jan 
(MJI), at the mouth of Rio Ameca, Jal. 13 Jan 
(MJI), and at L. Colotitlfin 5 Feb (HGdS, 
MPV); this species was only recently recorded 
in Jalisco and seems to be spreading in that 

Contributors (area compilers in boldface): 
William Beatty, Edward S. Brinkley (Field 
Guides, Inc.), Michael Carmody (Legacy 
Tours), Rick Cech, Lore & Mark Conrad, 
Marcel David, Stephen J. Dinsmore (with 
Robert Cecil, Jay GillEarn, Kay Niyo), Martin 
Estrada, Adrifin Ganem Sada, Martha G6mez, 

HERONS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS 
A Least Grebe frequented a res. near Trinidad, 
15 km s. of Guanajuato, Gro. 21-29 Jan 
(MW); 100 Eared Grebes and a similar num- 
ber of American White Pelicans were there 5 

Feb (MW). Eight Magnificent Frigatebirds 
soared over Rancho Primavera, Jal. 19Jan, an 
extraordinary count well inland (MJI), and 
around 300 Blue4ooted Boobies were feeding 
off the Rio Ameca mouth, Jal. 13 Jan (MJI). 

An American Bittern was 

seen in Rancho Primaveto, 
Jal. 19 Jan (MJI). An appar- 

• ent Snowy Egret x Little Blue Heron hybrid was at 
the Maito,Jal. estuary 18Jan 
(MJ1). A Reddish Egret that 
flew over the pond in Cruz 
de Loreto, Jal. 9 Jan (MJI) 
was unusual being away 
from the immediate coast. 

An ad. White Ibis was in- 

land at L. Colotitlan, Jal. 5 
Feb (HGdS, MPV). A female 

Lesser Scaup was at Bosque de Arag6n 31 Dec 
(HGdS, MPV). A male and 2 female Buffie- 
heads were at Parque Ecologico Xochimilco 
13 Dec (RW). A female Hooded Merganser 
was at the res. near Trinidad 21 Jan (MW). A 
Crested Guan was heard and seen near Bioto 

road, Jal. 9 & 18 Jan (MJI), and 2 were seen 
at Los Mazos microwave towers, Jal. 16 Feb 
(BG). 

Five Roadside Hawks were seen near Cruz 

de Loreto 10 Feb (BG). An imm. Broad- 

winged Hawk was at La Primavera ranch, Jal. 

state. An imm. Purple Gallinule was at a pond 
along Las Barrancas road, Ver. 19 Feb (HGdS). 

Among interesting birds seen at the res. 
near Trinidad 15 Jan-5 Feb were a Laughing 
Gull 15 Jan, 50 Caspian Terns (including 2 
color-banded birds) 5 Feb, and a Snowy 
Plover 29 Jan (MW). At the Aquiles Serd•n, 
Jal. W.T.P. 9, 18, & 21 Jan (MJI) and 8 Feb 
(BG) were up to 4 Stilt Sandpipers. An ad. 
Common Tern was a surprise at the Rio Ame- 
ca mouth 7 Jan (MJI). A first for Jal. was a 
Eurasian Collared-Dove photographed about 
3 km inland from the mouth of the Rio Arne- 

ca on the Jal. side of the river 15Jan (MJI, ph. 
DW). A Monk Parakeet was at Parque 
Eco16gico Xochimilco 1! Dec (MG). Ten 
White-collared Swifts were at La Bascula 

road, Jal. 12 Jan (MJI), a small flock was 
above E1Tuito 27Jan, and around 25 were fly- 
ing over Hwy. 200 about 20 km s. of Puerto 
Vallarta, Jal. 29 Jan (BG). A Mexican Hermit 
was at hibiscus along the La Bfiscula road 9 & 
!8 Jan (MJI). An imm. male Costa's Hum- 
mingbird was between Rancho Primavera and 
Tehua 9 Jan, and an ad. male was near Llano 
Grande, Jal. 18Jan (MJI). A displaying Bum- 
blebee Hummingbird was !00 m past the two 
towers at Los Mazos microwave towers 16 

Feb (BG). 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH FINCHES 
Single Smoky-brown Woodpeckers were at 
Laguna La Maria, Col. and on the lower 
slopes of Volcan de Fuego, Jal. 8-9 Feb 
(HGdS, MPV). An Olive-sided Flycatcher, 
rare in winter, was near Rancho Primavera 12 
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Jan (MJI). A mixed flock of 
magpie-jays at Rancho Primav- 
era held at least 4 Black-throat- 

ed and 2 White-throated (MJI). 
A Slaty Vireo was found just 
abve the first large tower at Los 
Mazos microwave towers 16 

Feb (BG). Three Golden- 
crowned Kinglets were at ka 
Cima 21 Dec (HGdS, MPV). 
More than 15 Aztec Thrushes 

were in the area of Viboras mi- 

crowave towers, Jal. 15 Feb 
(BG). A pair of American Dip- 
pers was seen investigating a 
potential nest site at Magdalena 
Contreras, D.E 16 Feb (SA). A 

An immature Red-shouldered 

Hawk 2 January 2006 in Bosque 
Venustiano Carranza in Torre6n 

was one of three or four reported 
in Coahuila this season. 

Photograph by Francisco 
Vald•s Perezgasga. 

European Starling was on the sw outskirts of 
Guadalajara, Jal. 5 Feb (HGdS, MPV). 

A female Golden-winged Warbler was on 
the Cienega de Ojuelos road about 10 km to- 
wards Puerto Vallarta from E1 Tuito, Jal. 26 
Jan (BG). A Chestnut-sided Warbler was 
seen 12Jan in a bamboo thicket at Cienega de 
Ojuelos road, Jal. just n. of La Bfiscula road, 
the same location at which one was found a 

year ago (MJI). A Yellow-throated Warbler, 
probably of the race albilora, was in pines at 
the entrance of Cienega de Ojuelos road 12 
Jan (MJI). A Black-throated Green Warbler 
was above Provincia on La Bfiscula road 9 Feb 

(BG), and another was at Laguna La MarLa 8 
Feb (HGdS, MPV). A Myrtle Warbler was at 
La Provincia on La B•scula road 16Jan (MJI). 
A female American Redstart was at Parque 
EcolGgico Xochimilco 11 Dec (MG), and a fe- 
male Hooded Warbler was in the drainage 
just n. of Rancho Primavera 11 Jan (MJI). A 
Red Warbler was seen in Viveros de 

Coyoac•n, D.E 3 & 9 Feb, where it was a rare 
visitor to this urban park. An Ovenbird was at 
Viveros de Coyoacgn 9 Feb, and another was 
at the UNAM botanical garden 20 Feb (GdO). 
A Slate-throated Redstart and a pair of Olive 

This EurasJan Collared-Dove near the mouth of the Rio 

Ameca 15 January 2006 represents the first record of the 
species for Jalisco. Photograph by David V•ltman. 

Warblers at the UNAM botanical garden, D.E 
8 Dec (GdO) were rare visitors from the near- 
by montane forest. 

Amazing was a Black-throated Sparrow in 

weedy scrub near the three 
small ponds just behind the 
football field in Aquiles Serd•n, 
w. of E1 Tuito 8 Feb (BG). Four 

•'• Grasshopper Sparrows were 
'•:: near Cruz de Loreto 17 Jan 

(MJI). An imm. male Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak was near 

Llano Grande 18 Jan (MJI). A 
Varied Bunting was at Parque 
EcolGgico Cuicuilco, D.E 21 
Dec (HGdS, MPV). Around 300 
Dickcissels flew past near Cruz 
de Loreto 17 Jan (MJI). A male 
Orchard Oriole was at Trabajo 
Social, Ciudad Universitaria, 
D.E 20 Dec (HGdS), and a fe- 

male was there 21 Dec (HGdS, MPV). 

Contributors (area compilers in boldface): 
Sofia Arenas, Gerardo del Olmo, Brian Gib- 
bons (Victor Emanuel Nature Tours), Hector 
GGmez de Silva (Victor Emanuel Nature 
Tours), Manuel Grosselet, Marshall J. Iliff 
(Victor Emanuel Nature Tours), Amy McAn- 
drews, Jorge Montejo, MGnica Perez Vil- 
lafafia, David Waltman, Mark Wilkinson, 
Richard Wilson. Uncredited observations are 

by Jorge Montejo and Amy McAndrews. 

SOUTHœ.; .':ICO 
The interior valleys of Oaxaca were very dry 

Teal, and a male Lesser Scaup 15 Jan-25 Feb 
(m.ob.). A West Mexican Chachalaca was 
photographed 28 Jan in the switchbacks 
above Piedra Azul res., a regular location for 
the species since at least 1997 (ph. MC, ESB 
et al.). An Eared Grebe was on Presa Emil- 
iano Zapata 3 Dec (AM, JM, RAr). Many 
Brown Pelicans were seen inland at Presa 

Miguel Aleman 6 Dec (AM, JM, PAr). An 
imm. Reddish Egret was feeding along the 
edge of Presa Emfiiano Zapata 3 Dec (AM, 
JM, PAr). Many White Ibis were feeding in 
flooded fields just e. of Cosamaloapan 8 Dec 
(AM, JM, PAr). 

A Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture near Xpu- 
jil ruins, Camp. 23 Jan was at high elevation 
and away from water (BF, CL).Two Ospreys 
were at a large res. w. of Tehuantepec 4 Dec 
(HGdS). An ad. Broad-winged Hawk at Hotel 
MisiGn de los Angeles, Oaxaca City 17 Feb 
was apparently a first for the well-birded gar- 
dens here (HGdS). An Ornate Hawk-Eagle 
was reportedly shot and killed at 2100 m near 
the E1 Portillo-San Juan Yaguila road, Ixtl•n 9 
Jan (fide RAr). A Peregrine Falcon was at Yag- 
ul 4 Dec (HGdS) and 15 & 20 Jan (MSM, 
KK). A Sora was at Piedra Azul res. 15 & 20 
Jan (MSM, KK); in the same area, Roque An- 
tonio found 2 Virginia Rails, 8 Soras, and sev- 
eral Common Moorhens, Jan-Feb. Single 
Semipalmated Plovers were at the small dam 
e. of Teotitlfin del Valle 4 Dec and the flooded 

• •_ .•,..•.. ß ß Sah Crist6bal 
ß ß de las Cases 

Tapa•hula'• 

in January and Februa• and flowers were 
well below average for Janua• but the level 
of the Piedra Azul reservoir was extremely 
h•gh, so there must have been good rains 
through early winter at least: at least two 
species new for the state of Oaxaca were doc- 
umented there in Janua• In the highlands 
above Oaxaca City, weather was often cool 
and cloudy Locations are in Oaxaca unless 
otherwise stated. 

WATERFOWL THROUGH THRUSHES 
Noteworthy ducks at Piedra Azul res. above 
Teotidfin del Valle included a male and 2 fe- 

male Wood Ducks 25 Jan-25 Feb (the first 
record for the state of Oaxaca and apparently 
the southernmost anywhere; MSM, KK, ph. 
ESB, MC, PAn, ph. HGdS, CDB, m.ob.), up 
to 5 Ring-necked Ducks, up to 6 Cinnamon 

fields just e. of Cosamaloapan 8 Dec (AM,JM, 
PAr). Numbers of Least Sandpipers at Piedra 
Azul res. were high, fluctuating between 40 
on 20 Jan and 120 on 15 Jan (MSM, KK), 
dwindling to 70 by 15 Feb (HGdS). Four 
Short-billed Dowitchers were at the same lo- 

cation 28 Jan (ph. ESB, MC) and 15 Feb 
(HGdS). 

A Eurasian Collared-Dove near Piedra 

Azul res. 15 Jan (MSM, KK) represents a new 
record for Oaxaca. A Yellow-lored Parrot re- 

ported from Palenque ruins, Chis. 23Jan (BF, 
m.ob.) was either a vagrant displaced by Hur- 
ricane Wilma or an escapee. More certainly an 
escapee was a White-fronted Parrot at San 
Agustin ELla 19 Dec (MG). A Lesser Road- 
runner was rather high (ca. 2900 m) at the 
base of the trail to the La Cumbre microwave 

towers 27Jan (MC, ESB et at.). Four Buff-col- 
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lared Nightjars were heard 
along the road to Dainz6 28Jan 
(MG), and one was heard at San 
Felipe Park near Oaxaca City 
12 Feb (EdV). A possible 
Azure-crowned Hummingbird 
was seen at Nochixtl•n 29 Dec 

(MG); the bird had upper 
mandible black, the basal two- 
thirds of lower mandible red, a 
white postocular spot, greenish 
sides of neck, and greenish 
head contrasting with greenish- 
gray back and tail. The identifi- 
cation of some white-bellied 

Amazilia hummingbirds in the 
cen. valleys of Oaxaca is still a mystery.. Again 
this year, a Green-fronted Hummingbird was 
found feeding in Erythrinia on the lower 
slopes of Hwy. 175 below E1 Estudiante 24 & 
27 Jan (MC, ESB et aL). A male Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird was at La Cumbre 16 Dec 
(HGdS). A female Lucifer Hummingbird at 
Yagul 23 Jan (MC, ESB) was in an area where 
Beautiful Hummingbirds are far more regular. 

A Northern Barred-Woodcreeper was pho- 
tographed at Finca Sinai above Nopala 7 Jan 
(ph. MG); a Strong-billed Woodcreeper was 
at km 79 of Hwy. 175 n. of Oaxaca 
City 18 Jan (MSM, KK). A Greenish 
Elaenia was above Piedra Azul res. 15 

Jan (MSM, KK). Three Northern 
Beardless-Tyrannulets were at high 
elevation in the forest above Arroyo 
Guacamaya 14 Dec, as was one near 
La Cumbre 16 Dec (HGdS). Often dif- 
ficult to find in winter, single Pileated 
Flycatchers were found below E1 Estu- m 
diante 14 Dec (HGdS), above Piedra 
Azul res. 15 Jan (MSM, KK), and at 
Monte Albfin 26 Jan (ESB, MC et al.). 
As often occurs in winter, Tufted Fly- 
catchers and Greater Pewees were not- 

ed downlope of their usual habitats in 
cen. Oaxaea, with Tufteds at Piedra Azul res. 
15-28 Jan (m.ob.), near Oaxaea City 13 Feb, 
and near San Miguel Efta 14 Feb (HGdS), 
with a Greater Pewee near San Miguel Efta 14 
Feb (HGdS). Most unusual for the location, a 
Buff-breasted Flycatcher was studied at 
Monte Albfin 14 Feb (RAr, RS, m.ob.). A 
White-throated Flycatcher was in cane near 
Tuxtepec 18 Feb (HGdS). An Eastern Phoebe 
was at Piedra Azul res. 25 Jan (ESB, MC et 
al.). Several Scissor-tailed Flycatchers were 
around Presa Emiliano Zapata 3 Dec (AM, 
JM, ILAr). A female Gray-collared Becard was 
at the monument at km 96.5 along Hwy 175 
n. of Oaxaca City 18 Jan (MSM, KK). 

Twenty Dwarf Jays were seen well near La 
Cumbre 24Jan (MC, ESB et al.), and 13 were 

This Long-billed Dowitcher in 
M•rida, Yucatan I December 2005 
is probably the first to be photo- 
graphically documented for •he 
state. It was identified as a Long- 

billed Oowitcher by call, bill length, 
and its rather straight supercilium. 
Photograph by Manuel Grasselet. 

above Arroyo Guacamaya 19 
Feb (MG). A Clay-colored 
Robin was at San Gabriel Etla 

19 Feb (MG, ph. AD, RP). A 
Golden Vireo was s. of E1 Estu- 

diante 17 Feb (HGdS). A Slaty 
Vireo was above San Gabriel 

Efta 22Jan (MG); another, plus 
a Dwarf Vireo, was at La Cum- 
bre 24 Jan, part of a large 
mixed-species flock found dur- 
ing cold, foggy, rainy weather; 
both vireos were at their upper 
elevational limits al just under 
3000 m (MC, ESB et al.); Crewe 
also found a Slaty Vireo near 

this spot 25 Dec. A Happy Wren was at 
Puente de Hierro 16 Dec and a pair s. of E1 Es- 
tudiante 14 Dec, with one there 17 Feb 
(HGdS). Two Marsh Wrens were noted at the 
small dam e. of Teotitlfin del Valle 4 Dec (AM, 
JM, RAr). A Barn Swallow was at Piedra Azul 
res. 20 (MSM) & 25 Jan (MC, ESB et al.), 
with a Tree Swallow also present 28 Jan (MC). 
Aztec Thrushes were widely reported in 
small numbers: one was at Arroyo Guaea- 
maya 22 Dec (MG); one to 2 were near the La 
Cumbre microwave towers 28 Dec (MC et 

Three Wood Ducks joined other waterfowl at Piedra Azul dam aboveTeotitlfin del 
Valle, Oaxaca, Mexico 25 January--25 (here 15) February 2006. These birds rep- 
resent the first record of the species for the state of Oaxaca and the southern- 

most anywhere. Photograph b• H•ctor 66mez de Silva. 

al.), 19Jan (MSM, KK), and 27Jan (ESB, MC 
et al.); a female was at Arroyo Jilguero 25 Jan, 
and 4 (a female and 3 males) were there 28 
Jan (MC, ESB et al.). Two Black Robins were 
at La Cumbre 27 Jan and 2 at Arroyo Jilguero 
the next day (MC, ESB et al.). A Clay-colored 
Robin was reported near E1 Punto 19 Jan 
(MSM, KK). 

WARBLERS THROUGH ORIOLES 
A Tennessee Warbler was at San Pedro Next- 

cho 22 Jan, and another was mist-netted at 
the Santo Domingo botanical Garden, Oaxa- 
ca City 26 Feb (MG). A Hooded Yellowthroat 
was again found below E1 Estudiante 24 Feb 
(CDB et al.). An American Dipper was at the 
stream that crosses the road to Arroyo Gua- 

camaya above San Gabriel Efta 22Jan (MG). 
Two Golden-crowned Kinglets were at La 
Cumbre 25 Dec (MC et al.), continuing a 
string of recent sightings in this area. A male 
Yellow-throated Euphonia was with 2 Scrub 
Euphonias, the latter apparently of the nom- 
inate subspecies, w. of Tehuantepec 4 Dec 
(HGdS, MPV). A Summer Tanager of the w. 
subspecies cooperi was at Monte Albfin 26 
Jan (ESB, MC et al.), possibly the 2nd record 
of this subspecies from Oax. For the 3rd win- 
ter, a pair of Red-headed Tanagers was found 
in eucalyptus below E1 Estudiante 27 Jan 
(MC, ESB et al.). Two flocks totaling more 
than 100 Red-legged Honeycreepers were 
found along the road to Pluma Hidalgo 
(about 12 km down from La Soledad) 1 Jan 
(MC et al.). 

A male Yellow-faced Grassquit was seen 18 
Jan in roadside scrub at km 162 of Hwy. 175 
near Gueletao (MSM, KK), a regular location 
for the species. A Oaxaea Sparrow and a Ru- 
fous-crowned Sparrow were at Arroyo 
Jilguero 28 Jan (MC, ESB et al.) and 16 Feb 
(HGdS). Female-type Lazuli Buntings were 
noted near Guelatao 18 Jan (MSM, KK), be- 
low E1 Estudiante 27Jan (MC), and at the lo- 
cation known affectionately as "garbage 

gulch" (or "valle de los pailales") be- 
low E1 Estudiante 21 Feb (ph. HGdS); 
records of tNs species from the valleys 
of Oaxaca are increasing. There were at 
least 2 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks at Ar- 

royo Guacamaya 15 Dec (HGdS), and 
an ad. male was near Yuvila 17 Jan 
(MSM, KK). 

A pair of Melodious Blackbirds was 
at the village on the turnoff to Guien 
Gola 4 Dec (HGdS, MPV). A Streak- 
backed Oriole was at San Juan 
Guelavia 30 Jan (MG). Two Baltimore 
Orioles were near Piedra Azul res. 15 

Jan (MSM, KK). A Bullock's Oriole x 
Baltimore Oriole hybrid was mist-net- 

ted at the Santo Domingo botanical Garden, 
Oaxaca City 26 Feb (ph. MG). A male 
Abeille's Oriole was at La Cumbre, where a 
rare winter visitor, 24 Jan (MC, ESB). Two 
siskins at La Cumbre 17Jan were described as 
having a contrasting dark-streaked crown and 
bold yellow wingbars, typical of young juv. 
Black-capped Siskins (MSM). 

Contributors (area compilers in boldface): 
Roque Antonio. Ramiro AragOn; Chris D. Be- 
nesh, Edward S. Brinkley, and Megan Crewe 
(with Field Guides, Inc.); Alec Davis, Edgar del 
Valle, Bert Frenz, Ken Kurland, Hector G6mez 
de Silva, Manuel Grosselet, Cindy Lippincott, 
Amy McAndrews, Jorge Montejo, Mike San 
Miguel, Ruth Peacock, Robert Straub. 
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Very bad news this winter came from 
Cozumel Island, which took the brunt of 
Hurricanes 5tan and Wilma last season. An- 

nual January visitors to the island noted a 
complete absence of parrots, cuckoos, owls, 
nightjars, hummingbirds, woodpeckers, tan- 
agers, or Yucatan Vireos; only one dove and 
nine individual warblers (o[ five species) 
could be found in three days. Fallen and 
standing dead trees litter the island. 

There was good news this winter from the 
Ria Lagartos Biosphere Reserve, where there 
was a successful nesting pair of Jabirus that 
increased the local population of the species 
by three. Two new species were added to the 
Reserve's list. 

Abbreviations: H.S.A.C. (Hacienda San Anto- 

nio Chel, Hunucmfi, Yuc.); R.L. (Rio Lagartos, 
Yuc.); R.L.B.R, (Ria Lagartos Biosphere Re- 
serve); R.S.E (Rancho San Francisco, just s. of 
R.L.B.R. behind E1 Cuyo); R.S.S. (Rancho San 
Salvador, 15 kmse. of Rio kagartos); S.E (San 
Felipe, Yuc.); T.P. (Telchac Puerto). 

WATERFOWL THROUGH RAPTORS 
Four Fulvous Whistling-Ducks were seen be- 
tween Celest•n and Chunchucmil 14 Jan 
(DB, DY). Two Gadwalls and a Green-winged 
Teal were seen at R.S.F. 27 Feb (AC, MM, MS). 
Another rare winter migrant, a Cinnamon 
Teal was seen near the entrance to Progreso 
21 Jan (DB, EG, DS). A total of 245 Lesser 
Scaup, mostly females, was counted 21 Jan at 
Uaymit•n (DB, EG, DS). Sightings of Red- 
breasted Merganser are on the rise, with a fe- 
male at S.E 20 Dec (AP, ER, MT), 8 in front of 
the Hotel Reef Club, T.P. 21Jan (DB, EG, DS), 
and one in a temporary puddle on the beach 
in Celest•n 3 Feb (ph. DB). A rare Masked 
Duck was at R.S.E 27 Feb (AC, MM, MS). A 
Singing Quaff was taped 24 Feb at R.S.S., a 
new location for the species in the R.L.B.R. 
(AC, MM, MS). 

Least Grebes nested on Cozumel I. this 
winter: 2 ads. with chicks were seen there 7 

Jan (MC, SC). Along the the mangrove loop 

trail at Muyil, in the Sian Ka'an Biosphere Re- 
serve, a rare Agami Heron was observed using 
the boardwalk as a fishing perch 16 Jan (MC, 
SC)---one of the few benefits of the extremely 
high water levels. Boat-billed Herons were 
nesting at Progreso by 5 Feb (DB), and 2 
Glossy Ibis were reported at Celest•n 21 Dec 
(DB). The nesting of a pair of Jabirus in the 
R.LB.R. made big news this winter. Nest- 
building began in early Dec, and 3 chicks 
hatched in Feb. Two King Vultures were seen 
flying over R.S.S. 24 Feb, almost a regular oc- 
currence in the area of late (IN). A single 
Gray-headed Kite was seen near E1 Cuyo 6 
Jan (AC), and another or the same bird was 
seen over Dzonot Carretera between E1 Cuyo 
and R.L. 4 Feb (AC). A single White-tafied 
Kite was at Xcamb6 15 Dec (EG), and a male 
Northern Harrier flaw low over R.S.S. 20 Dec 

(DN). A Crane Hawk was seen in Celest•n 21 
Dec (DB), and 3 were together on the road to 
Chunchucmil 14Jan (DB, DY). A female Mer- 
lin was at Peten Tuchg 20 Dec (BM, DN, RM). 

RAILS THROUGH SKIMMER 
At least five pairs of Ruddy Crakes were at the 
sewage pond on Cozumel I. 6 Jan (MC, SC), 
while 3 Soras were seen along the road to 
Chunchucmil from Celest•n 14 Jan (DB, DY). 
Around 5000 American Coots were at Ce- 

lest•n 31 Dec (DB), while 50 Wfison's Plovers 
were counted in the coastal lagoon behind the 
Celest•n Reef Club during the Tex-Mex Shore- 
bird Survey 21 Jan (DB, EG, DS, AS). A single 
ad. Piping Plover was found at kas Colorarias 
for the C.B.C. 20 Dec (BM, RM, DN). A large 
number of Killdeer (36, with 29 of them in one 
flock) was counted at E1 Cuyo 21 Dec (BM, 
MM, GP, ER, MT), and a Solitary Sandpiper 
was reported from Celest•n 15 Jan (DB, DY). 
A single Whimbrel was at kas Coloradas 20 
Dec (BM, RM, DN), and another was at 
Chelem 21 Jan (DB, EG, DS). A Marbled God- 
wit was at Celesnin 15 Jan (DB, DY), and 15 
were resting on a sandbar at Rlo kagartos 21 
Jan (SC, ER). Two rare Red Knots were on flats 
behind Chixchulub, e. of Progreso 21 Jan 

(DB), and 3 Dunlins, which are increasingly 
being identified, were at kas Coloradas 20 Dec 
(BM, RM, DN). A 2nd state record of Ruff 
came from the coastal salt flats on the turnoff 

to Xcamb6, 30 km e. of Progreso 30 Dec; the 
bird was observed for 20 minutes at a distance 

of 20 m as it rested and preened (MB, BM). 
Some 50 km w. of this location, the same or an- 
other Ruff was viewed through a scope at 30 m 
on a sandbar at Chuburng harbor 21 Jan (BM, 
AS). A Long-billed Dowitcher was pho- 
tographed at E1 Vivero, Merida, Yuc. 1 Dec. 
Two Red-necked Phalaropes were feeding in 
salt ponds at Las Coloradas 21 Jan (IN, DN). 

An ad, Herring Gull, a scarce winter visitor 
to the n. coast, was at E1 Cuyo 21 Dec (BM, 
MT). An ad. and 2 imm. Lesser Black-backed 
Gulls were in the coastal lagoon behind 
Chelem Ria 21 Jan (DB, EG, DS); and anoth- 
er ad. was seen at Chuburna 21 Feb (AD, 
BM). This species is definitely increasing in 
the area, as is Gull-bfiled Tern, with 13 at the 
Telchac Puerto harbor 21 Jan (DB, EG, DS). 
Caspian Terns are also on the increase along 
the n. coast of Yucatan: 10 were at Uaymit•n 
27 Jan (MB, BM). Three Forsterh Terns were 
at Celest•n 15 Jan (DB, DY). A favorite loca- 
tion for wintering Black Skimmers is the 
sandbar at the Chuburna harbor, where a 
minimum of 700-800 can be found roosting 
during the day, as on 20 Feb (AD, BM). 

PIGEONS THROUGH VIREOS 
A consequence of Hurricane Wilma, a White- 
winged Dove was the only cofumbid seen on 
Cozumel I. 6-8 Jan (MC, SC). Eurasian Col- 
lared-Doves are being reported more frequent- 
ly: one was feeding with ground-doves at Ce- 
lest•n 21 Feb (EG), and one was along the 
main avenue at Playa del Carmen 22 Feb (IN). 
A total of 75 Olive-throated Parakeet in flocks 

of 10-25 were feeding on the seeds of the 
Tajonal bush (Viguiera dentate) along the road 
from Sierra Papacal to Chuburn• 21Jan (MJE, 
BM, AS). A Barn Owl with 2 young was ob- 
served 22 Feb in the ruins at Dzibanch6, Q.R. 
(LT), and 2 Vermiculated Screech-Owls were 
recorded calling 15 Jan near El Cuyo (v.r. AC). 
A rare Black-and-white Owl was seen at Chac- 

choben in s. Quintana Roo in early Feb; how- 
ever, the bird has not been seen since then 
(LT). Yucatan Nightjars were heard calling 
every night 26-27 Jan and 7-14 Feb at E1 Eden, 
Q.R. (AC). Two Keel-billed Toucans--a new 
species for the R.LB.R.--were observed along 
the road to Tekal 12 km s. of El Cuyo 23 Feb, 
at same location where Collared Araqari was 
seen in 2004 (AC). 

A Smoky-brown Woodpecker was taped 
calling 24 km s. of E1 Cuyo at Sta. Pfiar, the s. 
point of the R.L. reserve 25 Feb (MS). A Gold- 
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en-olive Woodpecker was excavating a nest 
hole in a tree on the road to Tekal behind El 

Cuyo 1 Feb (AC). A Ruddy and a Tawny- 
winged Woocreeper, plus a Northern Barred- 
Woodcreeper, were seen at Kiuic, Yuc. 6 Dec 
(BM, ph. AH), continning this as a site with 
five species of woodcreepers (fide BM). At 
least 2-3 Tropical Kingbirds remained on 
Cozumel I. 6-7 Jan (MC, SC). Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher, another species that is more fre- 
quently reported in the past few years, was 
seen at R.L. 1 & 20 Dec (DN; BM, RM) and in 
dune vegetation at Chuburna 21 Feb (AD, 
BM). A male Gray-collared Becard was seen 
Vallalodid on 15 Jan (MC, SC). Two Black- 
crowned Tityras were on Chunchucmil road 
14 Jan (DB, DY) and 2 more on the road to 
Tekal behind El Cuyo 21-22Jan (AC). 

A female Mangrove Vireo (containing one 
egg) was mist-netted at El Cuyo 4 Jan (AC). 
At least 5-6 Cozumel Vireos were seen and 

heard on Cozumel I. 6-7 Jan (MC, SC), which 
suggested they survived the autumn hurri- 
canes better than many other species. A Blue- 
headed Vireo was reported in vegetation near 
Xcan toll station on toll road between Cancon 

and Valladolid 9 Jan (AR, SM). A Warbling 
Vireo was at Hacienda San Jose Cholul 5 Feb 
(BM, AS), and another was at San Antonio 
Muliz, Yuc. 12 Feb (BM, RM). Some 180 Tree 
Swallows were counted flying over R.L. 20 
Dec (BM, RM, DN, MT); 50 passed over 
Chuburnfi 20 Feb (BM, AD); and thousands 
were behind El Cuyo daily 2 Jan-27 Feb 
(AC). Two Cozumel Wrens were noted on 
Cozumel I. 6-7Jan (MC, SC). 

More and more often, White-lored Gnat- 
catchers are reported inland, such as one at 
Hacienda Yaxcopoil, Yuc. 9 Jan (DB, GT) and 
a pair at H.S.A.C. 18 & 26 Feb (EC, BM, AM, 
JS). The same can be said for Black Catbird, 
although it is more prevalent in coastal dunes, 
where one was found 3 km w. of El Cuyo 21 
Dec (BM, MM, GP, ER, MT); another was on 
road to Chunchucmil near Celestun 21 Dec 

(DB); but on Cozumel I., only 2 were seen 7 
Jan during a three-day stay (MC, SC). Twelve 
were together 3 km from village square of 
H.S.A.C. 18 Feb (EC, BM, AM,JS). 

PIPITS THROUGH ORIOLES 
Two American Pipits at R.S.S. 20 Dec (BM, 
DN) added yet another species to the R.LB.R. 
list; 2 more were reported in Celeston in dune 
vegetation near the port 3 Feb (ph. DB). A 
Tennessee Warbler at Celeston 15 Jan (DB, 
DY) wintered, and 4 were at Chichen Itzfi 4 
Dec (and again in Mar). The local subspecies 
of Yellow Warbler on Cozumel I. appeared to 
have survived the landfall of Hurricane Wilma; 
at least 6-8 were seen there 6-7 Jan (MC, SC) 
As in the previous winter, a male Black-throat- 
ed Blue Warbler wintered at Chichen Itza, 
where seen in mid-Feb (AR, SM). Only one 
Black-throated Green, one Hooded, one Yel- 
low-throated, and 2 Magnolia Warblers and 4 
Common Yellowthroats were found on 

Cozumel I. 6-8 Jan (MC, SC). A male Pro- 
thonotary Warbler was at Celest•n 21 Dec 
(DB) and 14 Jan (DB, DY). A resident pair of 
Gray-throated Chats, locally rare, was near 
Vallalodid 15 Jan (MC, SC). A male Rose- 

throated Tanager was observed at Tekal be- 
hind El Cuyo 2 Feb (AC). At least one West- 
ern Tanager again wintered atop the pyramid 
at Izamal: last winter (in Dec 2004), an imm. 
male was seen feeding on the fruits of Sider- 
ixylon americanurn (BM); this winter, an ad. 
male and a female were observed there 19 Feb 

feeding on the same fruit (EG). Two Blue-gray 
Tanagers were in Kinchil Park 3 Feb. 

A single Green-backed Sparrow was ob- 
served on road to Tekal 2-3 Feb (AC); this is 
the only area where this species is found reg- 
ularly in Yucatan. Botteri's Sparrow is present 
in numbers around R.L., but on 3 Feb one 
was found at the entrance to the village of 
Tetiz, well inland from Celestfin (DB). Four 
Baltimore Orioles and 2 ad. male Rose-breast- 
ed Grosbeaks were in Kinchil Park 3 Feb 

(DB); 3 of the latter were at H.S.A.C. 26 Feb, 
plus 9 Painted Bunttngs (EC, BM, AM, JS). 
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