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ABA-Endorsed Tours

Special
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Northern Alberta

Rocky Mountains and Boreal Forest: Up to 20 singing warbler species,
ncluding Palm, Mourning, Connecticut, and Canada; as many as 18
singing sparrows, including Baird's, LeConte's, Nelson's Sharp-tailed,
and Swamp. Nesting Red-necked Grebe, White-winged Scoter, Boreal
Chickadee, and Three-toed Woodpecker. Jasper hosts Black Swift, WT
Ptarmigan, Timberline Spartow, and GC Rosy-Finch, plus bear, bighomn,
moose and mtn. goat. All tours max at 6-7 people. 7-16 July 2006.
Contact Stephen Shunk, Paradise Bird Tours for Bird Lovers,
http //www.paradisebirding.com, (541) 549-8826 (home), 541-
408-1753 (cell), 541-549-8937 (fax). :

Eastem Oregon Malheur Weekends

Spring at Malheur Refuge features Clark's Grebe, Ross's Goose, Franklin's
Gull, Sandhill Crane, Prairie Falcon, Gray Flycatcher, Canyon Wren,
Black throated Gray Warbler, Lazuli Bunting, Green-tailed Towhee, Sage
Thrasher, Bobolink, Yellow-headed Blackbird. Fall trips include autumn
colors of Steens Mountain for Black Rosy-Finch, Townsend's Solitaire,
and abundant migrating raptors, plus Trumpeter Swan, Varied Thrush,
Red naped Sapsucker, Ferruginous Hawk, and migrant songbirds at Mal-
heur Refuge. All tours max at 6-7 people. FALL—14~17 September
2006 Contact: Stephen Shunk, Paradise Bird Tours for Bird
Lovers, http://www.paradisebirding.com, (541) 549-8826 (home},
(541) 408-1753 (cell), (541) 549-8937 (fax).

Southeast Arizona Fiesta

Delight 1n the specialties known to visit or reside in SE Arizona. Begin
and end n Tucson, with stops at the famous havens: Madera Canyon,
Patagonia, the Huachucas, Cave Creek Canyon and the Chiricahuas.
Owling mcluded. Should approach 200 species. P.D. Hulce, leader.
14-24 July 2006. Contact: OBServ Tours, Bob Odear, (615) 356-
4982, observtours@bellsouth.net; www.observtours.com.

MEXICO

Mazatlan and the Durango Road

After initial explorations near Mazatlan for coastal species we will begin
the climb from the seaside to the high, arid plain east of the Sierra
Madre Occidental. As we climb through the mountains there is a marked
change n flora, and hence, in the birds. The prize endemic of the trip is
Tufted Jav among the 35+ endemics. Led By PD Hulce, our most experi-
enced leader. 20-27 June 2006. Contact: Bob Odear at OBServ
Tours, Inc., 3901 Trimble Road, Nashville, TN 37215; (615) 292-
2739, observtours@bellsouth net; www.observtours.com.

Barranca del Cobre, Mexico

Expenence Mexico’s spectacular Copper Canyon by van and train from
tropical Sinaloa through the rugged Sierra Madre Occidental to high
Chthuahuan Desert. We should encounter about 200 species, including
Blue footed Booby, Short-tailed Hawk, Mexican Parrotlet, Berylline
Humumingbird, Black-throated Magpie-Jay and Slate-throated Redstart
and seek out the Eared Quetzal. Led by David MacKay and Rick Taylor.
12-19 August 2006. Contact: Borderland Tours, (800) 525-7753;
rtaylor@borderland-tours.com; www.borderland-tours.com.

CARIBBEAN

Zapata Peninsula, Northem Archipelago &

Eastern Endemic Birding Regions of Cuba

Thas trip covers locations in western, central and eastern endemic habi-
tats and visits both the Atlantic and Caribbean coasts, offering the best
opportunities for the greatest number of endemics and other species.
11-20 January 2007. Contact Gary Markowski, Cuba Bird Study
Program, cubirds@aol.com, (860) 350-6752; CBSP, PO Box 355,
New Milford, CT 06776.

CENTRAL & SOUTH AMERICA

Guatemala

Arrangements are being made for this fine birding destination with our
friends at Siemer & Hand Travel. Includes trips to the world’s second
largest neo-tropical rainforest, and the Los Tarrales Nature Reserve. Also
bird a shade coffee plantation, and Tikal National Park. Look for the Re-
splendent Quetzal, the national bird of Guatemala, at the Biotope Quet-
zal Reserve. 8-19 October 2006. Contact: Siemer & Hand Travel,
www siemerhand.com, travel@siemerhand.com, (800) 451-4321.

Expedition to Patagonia, Tierra del Fuego & Torres del Paine
Your adventure begins in enchanting Buenos Aires, then fly to Ushuaia
to embark on the Mare Australis. Explore the islands of the Tierra del

Fuego archipelago, legendary Cape Horn, the Strait of Magellan and
breathtaking Beagle Channel, with Zodiac landings for close-up views.
At Torres del Paine, stay at the Explora Hotel Salto Chico, with three
days of exploring. Enjoy penguins, albatross, and coastal species. 29 Oc-
tober-9 November 2006. Contact: Clipper Cruise Lines,
www.clippercruise.com, groupres@intrav.com, (800) 456-0020.

Expedition to the Chilean Fjords

Join David Ascanio, outstanding bird guide, for 15 days along the Chilean
coastline aboard the Clipper Adventurer. Meet in Santiago before flying
to Punta Arenas to embark the ship. Sail the Strait of Magellan, looking
for Black-browed Albatross, Antarctic Giant Petrel, and Magellanic Div-
ing-Petrel. Enjoy Zodiac landings along the way to Puerto Natales, the
Kirke Narrows, and the islands of Chile Patagonia. Disembark in
Ushuaia. 8-22 November 2006. www.clipperctuise.com, groupres@intrav.
com, Contact: Clipper Cruise Lines, (800) 456-0200.

Expedition to the Chilean Fjords, 2007

After two nights in Buenos Aires, fly to Ushuaia to board the Clipper
Adventurer destined for Punta Arenas, Zodiac landings for better birding
opportunities, with albatross, petrels and penguins on the agenda. 22
February-8 March 2007. Contact Clipper Cruise Line, www.clip-
percruise.com, groupres@intrav.com, (800)456-0020.

Pery

With the success of the 2006 trip to Peru, we have decided to offer it
again. Visit Cusco, stay at comfortable Cock-of-the-Rock Lodge, then the
fabulous birding and lodge at Manu Wildlife Center. A train ride to
Machu Picchu should afford good birding as well as the the opportunity
for endemics there, 16-29 June 2007. Contact Siemer & Hand Travel,
www.siemerhand.com, travel @siemerhand.com, (800)451-4321.

EUROPE

Expedition from the Arctic Circle to the Norwegian Fjords
Begin your journey in Oslo, taking in the charm of the historic Viking
past. A flight to Longyearbyen in the Svalbard Archipelago crosses the
Arctic Circle the first time. Transfer to the Clipper Adventurer to cruise
along the coast of the archipelago, enjoying the pelagic and coastal
birds with Scottish naturalist Chris Hill. Zodiac landings will afford
looks at loons, fulmars, eiders, and jaegers. 17-30 August 2006.
Contact: Clipper Cruise Lines, www.clippercruise.com,
groupres@intrav.com, (800) 456-0200.

Spain

This customized trip is designed to see the maximum numbers of birds
in the height of southward migration from Europe to Africa. There is
no better place to see the spectacle of hundreds of migrating birds and
raptors! Visit rocky habitats and marshlands for endemics as well. Fall
2007. Contact Siemer & Hand Travel, www.siemerhand.com,
travel @siemerhand.com, (800)451-4321.

AFRICA

South Africa: Fairest Cape to Kruger

South Africa is a mega-diversity country with 58 endemic and near-en-
demic birds, more than any other African country. Sensational birds
such as the African Penguin, Blue Crane, Cape Rockjumper, a suite of
small endemic bustards, the Aftican Black Oystercatcher, Knysna Turaco
and at least 30 species of endemic larks and chats. Species include a
host of storks and vultures, spectacular raptors and a host of bee-eaters,
hornbills, kingfishers, barbets, sunbirds, iridescent starlings, waxbills,
and bush-shrikes. We will search for elephants, lion, leopard, buffalo,
rhinos, and other mega-fauna. We can expect to see at least 400 birds
species. 14-28 October 2006. Contact: Tropical Birding, Africa
and Asia Division, 17 Toucan Tropics, Bloubergrise, 7441, South
Africa. Tel/fax: +27-21-556-4124 / 557 6575. Fax: + 27 21 557
6575. Mobile: + 27-82-400-3400, tropicalbirding@telkomsa.net.

Uganda: The Pearl of Africa

‘This tiny country supports more than 1000 bird species. Shoebills at
Murchison Falls, or endemics at Bwindi National Park are incredibly
rewarding. Mountain Gorillas! We should see over 500 bird species
while enjoying the remarkable scenery and wildlife. Uganda has an ex-
cellent infrastructure. Great diversity of habitats. Uganda now rivals
Kenya as the most visited country in Africa. Ecotourism has been posi-
tively encouraged for the last decade. 22 July-6 August 2006. Con-
tact: Tropical Birding, Africa and Asia Division, 17 Toucan
Tropics, Bloubergrise, 7441, South Africa. Tel/fax: +27-21-556-
4124 / 557 6575. Fax: + 27 21 557 6575. Mobile: + 27-82-400-
3400. tropicalbirding@telkomsa.net.

Birding in Kenya

Our safari birding guide once again this year is Brian Finch, considered
by many to be one of the best field ornithologists in East Africa De-
part Nairobi in a chartered plane to a window seat in a comfortable
LandCruiser to take in the Kenyan landscape and fabulous birds Visit
the Samburu Game Reserve, the varied habitats of Mt. Kenya, and the
thrill of Lake Baringo. We finish our loop at the Massai Mara National
Reserve before heading back to Nairobi. Hombills, rollers, sunburds,
and barbets will be daily fare. Expect spectacles! 2-14 August 2006
Contact Siemer & Hand Travel, www.siemerhand.com,

travel @siemerhand.com, (800) 451-4321.

South Africa

Get to know the real South Africa with the small group specialists Set
departures and exclusively tailored birding and wildlife safaris. Guided
and self-drive options. SA endemics along trails less traveled, personal-
ized field attention and handpicked accommodations with great hospi-
tality and traditional country fare. Relaxed birders to intensive listers
Cape Town to Kruger Park (Feb 2007). Garden Route to Addo Elephant
Park (Mar 2007). Limpopo Bushveld to the rugged Drakensberg Escarp
ment (Apr 2007). Owner-run “birder friendly” self-catering accommo-
dation facility directly above the African Penguin coastal reserve Great
pelagic trips for seabirds -scheduled and chartered trips. Birding experi-
ences to take away and never forget. Contact Avian Leisure,
www.avianleisure.com, enquiries@avianleisure.com, tel/fax +27-
21-786-1414, cell +27-83-272-2455.

ASIA

Turkey

Our friends at Siemer & Hand Travel are putting together a wonderful
trip for us during the height of migration. This custom-designed 1tiner-
ary takes in western Turkey, including Kusadasi, Bursa, the marshlands
of Lake Marmara, the Mediterranean Sea, and the rugged slopes of the
Uludag Mountains. Early May 2007, Contact Siemer & Hand
Travel, www.siemerhand.com, travel @siemerhand.com,
(800)451-4321.

Waiting for the perfect opportunity to visit places like the birder’s para
dise of Sultanpur Jheel, the Keoladeo Ghana National Park, Khana Na-
tional Park and the Pench Tiger Reserve? Travel with experienced guide
and avid birder Peter Kennerley - see roughly 150 bird species in just
one moming! India is home to 14% of the world’s birds, about 1200
species. Optional post trip to Kaziranga. 1-14 November 2006 Con-
tact: Siemer & Hand Travel, www.siemerhand.com,

travel @siemerhand.com, (800)451-4321.

PACIFIC OCEAN

Eastemn Australia

Australia, the island continent, has an incredible number (338) of en
demic bird species and endemic bird families. Our tour starts in Tasma
nia with beautiful forest birding and a pelagic trip. We then visit the
mainland with arid bushland, wet sclerophyll hill forest, coastal heath-
lands and beaches, before ending with tropical and highland rain
forests, and the savanna grasslands of northern Australia. 28
August-14 September 2006. Contact: Chris Doughty’s Peregrine
Bird Tours, 2 Drysdale Place, Mooroolbark 3138 Victoria, Aus-
tralia Tel 613 9726 8471; fax 613 9727 1545; info@peregrinebird-
tours.com; www.sub.net.au/~vwspbt01/.

Nature Cruising Through the Philippine Islands

Enjoy the comforts of the Clipper Odyssey while exploring the magic
of the Philippines. Shore excursions and sightseeing included in 18
days of travel. 3-20 April 2007. Optional post trip to Hong Kong
Contact Clipper Cruise Line, www.clippercruise.com,
groupres@intrav.com, (800}456-0200.

Wild Hawaii

Join Rob Pacheco on a new itinerary for the islands. We will vist the
vast variety of habitats and elevations to see the greatest number of
bird species, both endemic and introduced. This trip sells out every
year, so make plans early to join us! 13-23 March 2007. Contact
Siemer & Hand Travel, www.siemerhand.com, travel@siemer-
hand.com, (800)451-4321.

For more tours go to www.americanbirding.org/tours
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ne of the rarest, most beautiful, and most mysterious birds in the
Oworld. the Ivory-billed Woodpecker has reappeared in the deep

swamp forests of Arkansas. Feared extinct for decades, the species may
also persist elsewhere within its former range, as significant remnants of the
great southern forests are being protected and nurtured back to their former
glory. The magnificent Ivory-billed Woodpecker speaks to us about our past,
and about hopes for our future. This was a bird of the ancient forests. When
we cléar-cut the old growth southern forests, humans virtually eliminated the
special haunts of this magnificent species. By securing and restoring large
expanses of forestacross the southern US, and allowing these places to grow
old in their natural condition, we can hope that one day Ivory-billed
Woodpeckers will again grace the treetops of our great southern forests.

'our purchase of this coffee directly aids the Big Woods Conservation
VPartnership in the securing and restoration of the Ivory-bill habitat.

Money raised from sales of the liiory—bill blend is shared by the ABA
and the BWCP. This shade grown, organic and fair trade coffee from
Nicaragua; grown as the understory of the forest, also maintains winter feed-
ing habitat for our neotropical mngrhnts and provides the farmers of the
cooperative with a living wage from: gro\vmg CofTee in a healthy and sustain-
able environment.

Ivory-billed Woodpecker $9. 50 i
Available in a light or dark roast and decaf

OTHER FLAVORS OF SONGBIRD COFFEE AVAILABLE AT ABA SALES:

Item # 13687, . ltem# 13688 Ttem # 13689;
Guatemalan $9.50 i . French Roast $9.50

Amancan Blrdmg

ASSOCIATION

ABA SALES

panamasoso 800- 63 _7736 . wwwamencanbu'dmg J

N - Seiol N -



A amoms GUIDE TO
|| 'THE TEXAS COAST

New titiesiromine
XJJJ srican Birding Association!

ABirder's Guide to the Texas Coast

ompletely revised in 2006 by Mel Cooksey and
Ron Weeks, A Birder’s Guide to the Texas

Coast covers habitat diversity of the Texas

coast ranges from the Pineywoods to the Gulf prairies,

from the coastal wetlands to the subtropics. This revi-
sion includes species accounts for 170 Texas special-
ties, 48 maps for 200 birding sites, and seasonal and
distributional abundance bar—graphs for 388 regularly

; occumng SpCCICS

Scoot on over to the VIREO web site:

www.acnatsei.org/vireo

30,000 photos on line

Lecture Slides

and JPEG’s

VOLUME 60 (2006)

NUMBER 1

© Garth McElroy/VIREO




