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In 20 years of testing the best in birding optics I have never 
seen binoculars that have the fine color definition of the FI•. 

Because Fluoride glass provides exceptional correction for false 
color fringes in the image, and our thin lens, multiple-element, 
Advanced Optical System provides the highest resolution, your 
first look at a Bluejay or Bluebird through a VICTORY is going 
to come as a revelation. Where other glasses blend the hues to a 
general impression of blue, the FLs show every subtle shade. It is 
breathtaking, startling, so unlike the view you are used to, with 
so much more color detail, from full daylight to deepest twilight 
and shadow, that birders regularly tell me they see things 
through the FLs that they have never seen before. I believe them 
At Zeiss, we are dedicated to using our technical expertise, 
developed over 150 years in the optical business, to ensure that 
you get the most out of every moment in the field. There is so 
much more to see, and so little time. You owe it to yourself to 
see everything the VICTORY FLs can show you. 
Available in 8x32, 10x32, 7x42, 8x42 (shown here) and 10x42. 
Now available in 8x56 and 10x56. 

Visit your local Zeiss dealer, call 1•800-441-3005 or log onto 
www. zeiss.com/sports for more information. 
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WORLD 
James Fcrguson-I.ees 

This new field guide covers all 
of the world's kites, vultures, 
harriers, hawks, buzzards, 
eagles, and falcons. Based on 
essential sections of the 

widely acclaimed 
handbook Raptors 
of the World by 
the same authors, 
but with updated 
text, maps, and 
plates, •t shows every 

This is a quick-reference field 
guide to the sandpipers, 
plovers, stints, and other 
shorebirds found on these con- 

tinents. The superbly detailed 
color plates show the birds at 
rest and in flight, and in every 

plumage variant likely to be 
encountered. Species are 
treated plumage by plum- 
age alongside images of 

similar species they 
species in a selection 

, ofdifiCerent plum- 
ages, w•th concise 
facing texts and 
distribution 

maps. It provides an easy-to-use and portable 
reference to one of the world's largest, 
most popular, and most challenging arian groups. 
Princeton Field Guides 

320 pages. 118 color p•ates. 320 maps. 6 x 9 

Paper $29.95 0-691-12684-4 
Not for sole in the Commonwealth (except Canada) and the European Union 

are otherwise 
. likely to be 

• confused 

of North America, 

Stephen Message and DonTaylor 

This guide .............. • ..... _•=•_ 
provides fast, easy, and reliable field identifica- 
tion of this challenging group of birds. 
240 pages. 77 color plates. 45 maps. 6 x 9 

Paper $35.00 0-691-12672-0 
Cloth $75.00 0-691-12671-2 

Not for sole in the Commonwealth lexcept Canada) and the 
European Union 

PRI NCETON 18oo..7_4 University Press Read excerpts online at birds.princeton.edu 

800 222-0118 ß www telca camera com/sportophcs 

Fear not excel. l. ence. 
The NEW ULTRAVID excels in myriad ways. It's preemptivety tightweight. 
pleasingly smaU and w•ldty rugged. All thanks to a 100% maRneslum hous- 
ing. and a Tffanium center axis shaft. The thumb rest •s an ergonomic mas- 
terpiece. As is the multifunction center drive; oversized and postured for 
intuitive manipulation. Inside. our High Lux System" prism coating coUaborates 
with a new opbcal design. taking brightness. contrast and color to unprece- 
dented levels. ULTRAVID. Bravely besting the field 

NEW 

ULTRAVIO 7x42, 
8x42 and 10x/•2 

ULTRA Bx•,2 
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ABA-Endorsed Tours 
Enjoy Very Special Birding 

{'I'I. 

CANAOA, NOaH A•AR•C& A•A ARAA 
Northern Alberta 

Rocky Mountains and Boreal Forest: Up to 20 singing warbler spedes, 
lncludsng Palm, Mourning` Connecticut, and Canada; as many as 18 
singing sparrows, including Bakd's, LeConta's, Nelson's Sharp-tailed, 
and Swanrp. Nesting Red-necked Grebe, White-winged Scorer, Boreal 
Chickadee, and •hree-tued Woodpecker Jasper hosts Black Swift, WT 
Ptarmigan, Timberline Sparrow, and GC Rosy-Finch, plus bear, bighorn, 
moose and min. goat. All tours max at 6-7 people. 7-16 July 2006. 
Contact Stephen Shunk, Paradise Bird Tours for Bird Lovers, 
http//www. paradisebirding.com, (541) 549-8826 (home), 541- 
408-1753,(ce11), 541-549-8937 (fax). 
Eastern Oregon Malheur Weekends 
Spnng at Malhenr Refuge features Claris Grebe, Ross's Goose, Franklifts 
Gull, Sandhill Crane, Prairie Falcon, Gray Flycatcher, Canyon Wren, 
Black throated Gray Warblel; Lazuli Bunting, Green-tafled Towhee, Sage 
Thrasher, Bobolink, Ydlow-headed Blackbird. Fall nips include autunm 
colors of Steens Mountain for Black Rosy-Finch, Townsend's Solitaire, 
and abundant nffgrating raptors, plus Trumpeter Swan, Varied Thrash, 
Red naped Sapsucker, Fermginous Hawk, and nilgrant songbirds at Mal- 
hem Refuge. All tours nux at 6-7 people. FALL--14-1/September 
2006 Contact: Stephen Shunk, Paradise Bird Tours for Bird 
Lovers, http://www. paradisebirding,com, (541) 549-8826 (home), 
(541) 408-1753 (cell), (541) 549-8937 (fax). 

SO--St Adzena [qe•t.a 

Delight m the specialties known to visit or reside in SE Arizona. Begin 
and end in Tucson, with stops at the famous havens: Madera Canyon, 
Patagonia, the Huachucas, Cave Creek Canyon and the Chiricahuas. 
Owlrag lndudedi Should approach 200 species. P.D. Hulce, leader. 
14-24 July 2006. Contact: OBServ Tours, Bob Odear, (615) 356- 
4982, obsewtours@bellsouth.net; www. observtours.com. 

Mazatlen and the Durango Road 
After mlUal explorations near Mazatlan for coastal species we will begin 
the climb from the seaside to the high, arid plain east of the Sierra 
Madre ocrdental. As we dimb through the mountains there is a marked 
change in flora, and hence, in the birds. Tbe prize endenffc of the trip is 
Tufted Jav anmng the 35+ endenffcs. Led By PD Hulce, our most experi- 
enced leader. 20-27 June 2006. Contact: Bob Odeax at OBServ 
Tours, Inc., 3901 Trimble Road, Nashville, TN 37215; (615) 292- 
2739, obsewtours@bellsouth.net; www. observtours.com. 

Barranca del Cobre, Mexko 
Experience Mexico's spectacular Copper Canyon by van and train from 
troprcal Smaloa through the ragged Sierra Madre Occidental to high 
Chthuahuan Desert. We should encounter about 200 species, including 
Blue funted Booby, Short-tailed Hawk, Mexican Parroffer, Berylline 
Hummingbird, Black-throated Magpie-Jay and Slate-throated Redstan 
and seek out the Cared Quetaal. Led by David MacKay and Rick Taylor. 
12-19 August 2006. Contact: Borderland Tours, (800) 525-7753; 
rtaylor@borderland-tours.com; www. borderland-tours.com. 

Zapata Peninsula, Northern Archipelago & 
Eastern Endemic Birding Rngiens of Cuba 
This trip covers locations in western, central and eastam endemic habi- 
tats and visits both the Atlantic and Caribbean coasts, offering the best 
oppormmties for the greatest number of endemics and other spedes. 
11-20 January 2007. Contact Gaxy Markowski, Cuba Bird Study 
Program, cubirds@aol.com, (860) 350-6752; CBSE PO Box 355, 
New Mdford, CT 06776. 

C•NTRAL & SOUTH 

Guatemala 

Arrangements are being made for this fine birding destinatioo with our 
fuends at Siemer & Hand Travel. Indudes trips to the world's second 
largest neo-tropical rainforest, and the Los Tarrales Nature Reserve. Also 
hrd a shade coffee plantation, and Tikal National Park. Look for the Re- 
splendent Quetaal, the national bird of Guatemala, at the Biotope Quet- 
zal Reserve. 8-19 October 2006. Contact: Siemer & Hand Travel, 
www smmerhandicom, travel@siemerhand.com, (800) 451-4321. 

Expedalen to Pata9onia, Timva del Fungo & To•es del Paine 
Your adventure beg/ns io enchanting Buenos Aires, then fly to Ushuaia 
to embark on the Mare Australis. Explore the islands of the Tierra dd 

Fuego archipelago, legendary Cape Horn, the Strait of Magellan and 
breathtaking Beagle Channel, with Zodiac landings for close-up views. 
At Torres del Paine, stay at the Explore Hotel Salto Chico, with three 
days of exploring. Enjoy pengtdns, albatross, and coastal species. 29 Oc- 
tober-9 November 2006. Contact: Clipper Cruise Lines, 
www. clippercmise. com, groupres@intrav. com, (800) 456-0020. 

Exped'•i(m to the Chilean fiords 
Join David Ascanio, outstanding bird guide, for 15 days almrg the Chilean 
coastline aboard the Clipper Adventurer Meet in Santiago before flying 
to Punta Arenas to embark the ship. Sail the Strait of Magellan, looking 
for Black-browed Alban'oss, Antarctic Giant Petrel, and Magellanic Div- 
ing-Petrd. Enjoy Zodiac landings along the way to Puerto Natales, the 
Kirke Narrows, and the islands of Chile Patagonia. Disembark in 
Ushuaia. 8-22 November 2006. ,,vwe;v. clippercmise.com, groupres@intrav. 
enm, Contact: Clipper Cruise Lines, (800) 456-0200. 

Exped#ion to the Chilean fiords, 2007 
After two nights in Buenos Aires, fly to Ushuaia to board the Clipper 
Adventurer destined for Punta Arenas. Zodiac landings for betrer birding 
opportunities, with albatross, petrels and pengrdns on the agenda. 22 
February-8 March 2007. Contact Clipper Cruise Line, www. dip, 
percmise. com, groupres@intrav. com, (800)456-0020. 

Peru 

With the success of the 2006 trip m Peru, we have decided to offer it 
again. Visit Gusco, stay at comfortable Cock-of-the-Rock Lodge, then the 
fabulous birding and lodge at Manu Wildlife Center. A train ride to 
Machu Picchu should afford good birding as well as the the opportunity 
for endemics there. 16-29 Jmle 2007. Contact Siemer & Hand Travel, 
www. siemerhand.com, travel@siemerhand.com, (800)451-4321. 

E•ROPE 

Exped'•i(m from the Arctic Circle to the Norwnglan fiords 
Begin your joumey in Oslo, taking in the charm of the historic Viking 
past. A flight to Longyearbyen in the Svalbard Archipelago crosses the 
Arctic Circle the first time. Transfer to the Clipper Adventurer to enfise 
along the coast of the archipdagp, enjoying the pelag/c and coastal 
birds with Scottish naturalist Chris Hill. Zodiac landings will afford 
looks at loons, fulmars, eiders, and jaegers. 17-30 August 2006. 
Contact: Clipper Cruise Lines, www. dippercruise. com, 
groupres@intrav. com, (800) 456-0200. 

Spain 
Tiffs enstonfized trip is designed to see the maximum numbers of birds 
in the height of southward migration from Europe to Mtica. There is 
no better place to see the spemcle of hundreds of migrating birds and 
raptors! Visit rocky habitats and marshlands for endemics as well. Fall 
2007. Contact Siemer & Hand Travel, www. siemerhand.com, 
travd @siemerhand.com, (800)451-4321. 

AFRICA 

South Africa: Fairest Cape to Kroger 
South Africa is a mega-diversity country with 58 endemic and near-en- 
demic birds, more than any other African countr• Sensational birds 
such as the African Pengrdn, Blue Crane, Cape Rockjumper, a suite of 
small endemic bustards, the African Black Oystercatcher, Knysna Tumco 
and at least 30 species of endemic larks and chats. Spedes include a 
host of storks and vultures, specucular raptors and a host of bee-eaters, 
hornbills, kingfishers, barbers, sunbirds, iridescent starlings, waxbills, 
and bush-shrikes. We will seardr for elephants, lion, leopard, buffalo, 
rhinos, and other mega-fanna. We can expect to see at least 400 birds 
species. 14-28 October 2006. Contact: Tropical Birding, Africa 
and Asia Division, 17 Toucan Tropics, Bloubergrise, 7441, South 
Africa. Tel/fax: +27-21-556-4124 / 557 6575. Fax: + 27 21 557 
6575. Mobile: + 27-82-400-3400, tropicalbirding@telkomsa.net. 

Uganda: '11•e Pearl of A•ica 
This tiny coun W supports more than 1000 bird species. Shoebills at 
Murchison Falls, or endemics at Bwindi National Park are incredibly 
rewarding. Mountain Gorillas! We should see over 500 bird spedes 
while enjoying the remarkable scenery and wildlife. Uganda has an ex- 
cellent infrasmlcture. Great diversity of habitats. Uganda now rivals 
Kenya as the most visited country in Mfica. Ecotourism has been posi- 
tively encouraged for the last decade. 22 July-6 August 2006. Con- 
tact: Tropical Birding, Mfica and Asia Division, 17 Toucan 
Tropics, Bloubergrise, 7441, South Africa. Tel/fax: +27-21-556- 
4124 / 557 6575. Fax: + 27 21 557 6575. Mobile: + 27-82-400- 
3400. tropicalbirding@tdkomsa.net. 

Birding in Kenya 
Our safari birding grdde once again this year is Brian Finch, considered 
by many to be one of the best field ornithologists in East Africa De- 
part Nairobi in a chartered plane to a window seat in a enmfortable 
LandCruiser to take in the Kenyan landscape and fabulous birds Visit 
the Sambum Game Resewe, the varied habitats of Mt. Kenya, and the 
thrill of Lake Badngn. We finish our loop at the Massai Mara Nanonal 
Reserve before heading back to Nairobi. Hornbills, rollers, sunbirds, 
and barbers will be daily fare. Expect spectacles! 2-14 August 2006 
Contact Siemer & Hand Travel, www. siemethand.com, 
travel@siemerhand.com, (800) 451-4321. 

South Africa 

Get to know the real South Africa with the small group specialists Set 
departures and exclusively tailored birding and wildlife safaris. Guided 
and self-drive options. SA endenrics along trails less traveled, personal- 
ized fidd attention and handpicked aceonmmdations with great hospi- 
tality and traditional counW fare. Relaxed birders to intensive listers 
Cape Town to Kroger Park (Feb 2007). Garden Route to Addo Elephant 
Park (Mar 2007). Limpopo Bushveld to the ragged Drakensberg Escarp 
ment (Apr 2007). Owner-ran "birdel' fidendly" self-catering aceommo- 
darion fadlity direcry above the African Pengrdn coastal resewe Gmat 
pelagic trips for seabirds -scheduled and chartered trips. Birding expen- 
ences to take away and never forget. Contact Avian Leisure, 
www. avinnleisure. com, enquiries@avianleisure. com, tel/fax +27- 
21-786-1414, cell +27-83-272-2455. 

ASIA 

Turkey 
Our friends at Siemer & Hand Travel are putting together a wonderfill 
nip for us during the height of nffgration. 1tffs enstom-designed mner- 
ary takes in western Turkey, including Kusadasi, Bursa, the marshlands 
of Lake Mam•ara, the Mediterranean Sea, and the ragged slopes of the 
Uludag Mountains. Early May 2007. Contact Siemer & Hand 
Travel, www. siemerhand.com, travel@siemerhand.com, 
(800)451-4321. 

India 

Waiting for the perfect opportunity to visit places like the birder's para 
dise of Sultanput Jheel, the Keoladeo Ghana National Park, Khana Na- 
tional Park and the Pench Tiger Reserve? Trawl with experienced guide 
and avid birder Peter Kennetley - see roughly 150 bird species in just 
one morning! India is home to 14% of the world's birds, about 1200 
spedes. Optional post trip to Kaxiranga. 1-14 November 2006 Con- 
tact: Siemer & Hand Travel, www. siemerhand.com, 
travel@siemerhand.com, (800)451-4321. 

Eastern Australia 

Australia, the island continent, has an incredible nmnber (338) of en 
denffc bird species and endemic bird families. Our tour starts in Tasma 
nia with beautiful forest birding and a pelagic trip. We then visit the 
mainland with arid bushland, wet sderophyll hill forest, coastal heath- 
lands and beaches, before ending with tropical and highland rain 
forests, and the savanna grasslands of northern Australia. 28 
August-14 September 2006. Contact: Chris Doughty's Peregrine 
Bird Tours, 2 D•ysdale Place, Mooroolbark 3138 Victoria, Aus- 
tralia Tel 613 9726 8471; fax 613 9727 1545; info@peregrinebrrd- 
tours.corn; www. sub.net. au/•vwspbt01/. 

Nature Cruising '11zrengh the Philippine Islands 
El]joy the comforts of the Clipper Odyssey while exploring the magic 
of the Philippines. Shore excursions and sightseeing included in 18 
days of travel. 3-20 April 2007. Optional post trip to Hung Kong 
Contact Clipper Cruise Line, www. dippercenise. com, 
groupres@intrav. com, (800)456-0200. 

Wild Hawaii 

Join Rob Padreco on a new itinerary for the islands. We will visit the 
vast variety of habitats and elevations to see the greatest number of 
bird species, both endemic and introduced. Tbis trip sells out every 
year, so make plans early to join us! 13-23 March 2007. Contact 
Siemer & Hand Travel, www. siemerhand.com, travel@siemer- 
hand.corn, (800)451-4321. 
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A Birder's Guide to the Texas Coast 

Ron Weeks, A Birders Guide to the Texas. 
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