
t was the warmest June in Iowa since 1991, with rainfall about average. July 
was somewhat warmer and drier than 

normal, wtth the first 100-degree days since 
2003. Habitat conditions seemed fairly nor- 
mal, although severe drought affected parts 
of eastern Iowa. In Missouri, temperatures 
were slightly above average in June and July, 
and precipitation was near to slightly below 
normal statewide. However, parts of central, 
southeastern, and eastern Missouri had very 
hot and dry conditions for much of the sum- 
mer. Rain from Hurricane Dennis provided 
some relief in mid-July. 

Accidental species found in Iowa were 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck, Brown Peli- 
can, and Vermilion Flycatcher, all of which 
remained for lengthy stays. Good finds in 
Missouri included Eared Grebe and White 

Ibis. Missouri had its first Trumpeter Swan 
nest in more than 100 years, and White- 
winged Doves may have nested as well. Iowa 
had the first documented nesdng by King 
Raft since 1998, and the second (and possi- 
bly third) nestings of Red-breasted 
Nuthatch. Bald Eagles and Northern Bob- 
white had good years in both states. Least 
Tern, Barn Owl, and Henslow's Sparrow all 
posted good nesting success in Iowa. 

Abbreviations: Dunbar (Dunbar Slough, 
Greene, IA); E.B.C.A. (Eagle Bluffs C.A., 
Boone, MO); ER.C.A. (Four Rivers C.A, Ver- 
non, MO); N.V.C.A. (Nodaway Valley C.A., 
Holt/Andrew, MO); R.M.B.S. (Riverlands Mi- 
gratory Bird Sanctuary, St. Charles, MO); 
Saylorville (Saylorville Res., Polh, IA); 
S.C.N.W.R. (Squaw Creek N.W.R., Holt, 
MO); T.R.W. (Thompson River Wetlands, 
Livingston, MO). 

LOONS THROUGH FALCONS 
Summering Common Loons in Iowa includ- 
ed 3 at Spirit L, Dickinson (ET) and one at 
Noah Twin L., Calhoun (Todd Burras). In 
Missouri, 2 on 4 Jun at L Jacomo, Jackson 
(LR) was the only report. Red-necked Grebes 
included up to 3 summering at Eagle L., 
Hancock, IA (RG, PH, DA) and 2 on 4 Jul at 
Union Slough N.W..R., Kossuth (MK). Each 
state had one Eared Grebe: 15 Jun at May- 
nard Reece W. EA., Kossuth, IA (MK) and 18 
Jul at ER.C.A. OH, SK, LL, TR). American 
White Pelicans were numerous in Iowa, with 
1000 on 23 Jul at Saylorville (,JB), a high 
count for so carly. Up to 45 were at T.R.W. in 
Jun (SK). Single first-year Brown Pelicans 
14-18 Jul at Spirit L, Dickinson (ET, m.ob.) 
and 30-31 Jul at Saylorville (I'SD, I'JD, 
m.ob.) were probably the same bird, Iowa's 
10th record. The bird also moved into the 

Minnesota portion of the lake. 
American Bitterns were back at 

S.C.N.W.R., including 4 on 28 Jun and 2 
juvs. on 16 Jul (Frank Durbian). Least Bit- 
tern seemed fairly common in both states, 
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with numerous reports statewide in Mis- 
souri (m.ob.) and reports from 10 Iowa 
counties, including three nests at Cardinal 
Marsh, Winneshiek (DK, m.ob.). Great 
Egrets were common in Missouri, with a 
high count of 76 on 31 Jul at Pershing S.E, 
Linn (SK). Iowa's only Snowy Egret was one 
26 Jun at Goose L., Clinton (BS). Missouri's 
only Tricolored Heron was a juv. 27 Jun at a 
heronry near Sikeston, Scott (JE). One or 2 
Black-crowned Night-Herons were found in 
six Iowa counties, but no one noted nesting 
(m.ob.). Up to 6 Yellow-crowned Night- 
Herons in early Jul in Lucas is the most seen 
in Iowa in several years (RA, PA, m.ob.). Up 
to 5 White Ibises were seen several times at 

a heronry near Sikeston, Scott, MO (CM, JU, 
JE), and one was seen in Jun at Ozark Na- 
tional Scenic Riverways, Shannon (refuge 
staff). Iowa• only White-faced Ibis were one 
on 1 Jun at Maynard Reece W. EA., Kossuth 
(RG, PH, DA) and 2 on 14Jun near Spirit L., 
Dickinson, IA (NB). An amazing 216 Turkey 
Vultures were at a roost 29 Jul near Decorah, 
Winneshiek, IA (Katie McVey). 

Single Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks 22 
Jun in Lee (?Bill Ohde) and 26 & 29 Jul at 
Lake Anita S.E, Cass (?JD, ph. SP, m.ob.) add 
to the growing presence of this species in 
Iowa. A pair of Trumpeter Swans hatched 3 
young in Jul near the Carroll/Livingston bor- 
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der (SK, m.ob.), Missouri's first successful 
nest in more than 100 years. Trumpeter Swans 
had 23 nests in Iowa, a big jump from 14 in 
2004 (RAn). Lingering waterfowl in Missouri 
included a Gadwall and Northern Pintail 17 

Jul at ER.C.A. (DE) and a Green-winged Teal 
at B. K. Leach C.A., Lincoln (JE). In Iowa, 
stragglers included single Greater White- 
fronted Geese 9 Jun-30 Jul at Grimes, Polk 
(JB, JG) and 15 Jun in Kossuth (MK), Buffle- 
heads 4Jun at Grover's L., Dickinson (LS) and 
15 Jun near Sioux City (BH), and a Common 
Merganser 15 Jun near Sioux City (BH). 

Reintroduced Osprey occupied five terri- 
tories in Iowa, but only one nest, in Johnson, 
was successful (BEh). In Missouri, a nest 
near Jacksonville, Randolph produced at least 
one young (AF, Alan Wagner), and a pair was 
feeding young 8 Jul at Truman L. (SK, 
m.ob.). Iowaõ only Mississippi Kite was one 
4Jun in Des Moines (JG). In Missouri, a pair 
in Columbia, Boone produced one young 
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(Kathleen & Harold Anderson), a pair was 
seen 10Jun in Kamas City, Jackson (LR), and 
several others were seen statewide (m. ob.). 
Bald Eagle nesting populations increased in 
both states. Missouri added at least 20 new 

nests (AF), and Iowa's total was 190 nests, up 
from 175 in 2004. Nests have been found in 

71 of Iowa's 99 counties (BEh). Northern 
Hamer nests were found near Greenfield, 
Adair, IA (BEh), near Spirit L., Dickinson, IA 
(NB), and at White River Trace C.A., Dent, 
MO (Rob Chapman). Several other harriers 
were seen in both states. Single Sharp- 
shinned Hawks in Howard (PH) and in Des 
Moines (RC) raise the possibility that this 
species might nest in Iowa. The last nesting 
report was in 1989. Intensive surveys of 
Iowa's woodlands for the Important Bird Ar- 
eas program helped provide numerous re- 
ports of Coopers (21 counties), Red-shoul- 
dered (8 counties), and Broad-winged Hawks 
(10 counties) (SP, KP, m. ob.). Most were 
probably nesting. Cooper's Hawks were also 
reported in good numbers in Missouri 
(m.ob.). A Swainson's Hawk was seen 12Jun 
near ER.C.A. (SK), and nesting birds were 
found at several locations in Greene, MO 
(DR). Peregrine Falcons in Iowa occupied 10 
territories, seven of which produced 21 
young, both record totals (BEh, PS). 

GROUSE THROUGH TERNS 
Gray Partridges continued to be found in n. 
and cen. Iowa (m. ob.). Drumming Ruffed 
Grouse were heard in Jun at two isolated 
sites in s.-cen. Iowa (SP, KP). Reintroduced 
Sharp-tailed Grouse and Greater Prairie- 
Chickens in Iowa had a poor year; only one 
brood of the former was noted (Ed Wiener, 
Ed White). Northern Bobwhite seemed to 
have done well in both states; many were re- 
ported statewide in Missouri (rrrob.), and 
the species seemed to have made a slight 
comeback in s. Iowa as well. A King Rail 
brood in Jul near Cumming, Warren (JG) was 
Iowa's first since 1998. Other King Rails were 
seen 18 Jun at Errington Marsh, Polk, IA 
(BE), 4 Jul at B.K. Leach C.A., Lincoln, MO 
(JE), and 17Jul at ER.C.A. (DE). A Virginia 
Rail brood near Iowa City, Johnson was s. of 
its usual Iowa range OF, TK). Even farther 
out of expected range were 2 Virginia Rails 
and a Sora I Jul at Columbia, Boone, MO 
(BG). Common Moorhens were also at Co- 
lumbia, Boone (BG), and one was present 10 
Jul at Mingo N.W.R., Stoddard, MO (JE). In 
Iowa, Common Moorhens nested at Long 
Pond, Guthrie and Cardinal Marsh, Win- 
neshiek (JG, DA, DK) and were found in 
three other counties (m.ob.). Sandhill Cranes 
were found in six e. and ne. Iowa counties 

(m. ob.), about typical of recent summers. 
An American Golden-Plover 6-7 Jun at 

R.M.B.S. (CM, JU, JE) was late, and one 9 Jul 
at Dunbar 0D, SD) was early. Piping Plovers 

were at their usual Iowa nesting sites, with 
10 on 24 Jun near Council Bluffs (JG) and 
two broods 4 Jul near Sioux City (BH). The 
719 Killdeer 30 Jul at Dunbar was an un- 
usually high count (SD). A cold front 27 Jul 
brought 3-9 American Avocets to Johnson, 
Polk, and Pottawuttamie, IA (DP, SD, JD), 
more than most summers. Single Greater 
Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellowlegs, and Pectoral 
Sandpipers 21 Jun at Dunbar (SD) were 
probably summering; the same was probably 
true for a Lesser Yellowlegs 20 Jun at 
R.M.B.S. (CM). Four Solitary Sandpipers 18 
Jun at Johnston, Polk, IA (BE) were late. Six- 
teen Willets on 31 Jul at Saylorville (DT) is 
a high dount for southbound birds. Upland 
Sandpipers were found in fairly good num- 
bers statewide in Missouri (m. ob.) and were 
found in 14 counties that spanned Iowa 
(m. ob.), typical of recent years. Rare in Iowa 
in Jul, a Ruddy Turnstone was at Dunbar 30 
Jul (SD) and a Sanderling 28Jul at Coralville 
Res., Johnson (DP). A Baird's Sandpiper 2 Jul 
in Butler (PH) was early. The 581 Pectoral 
Sandpipers 30 Jul at Dunbar (SD) was the 
highest count recorded. A fairly early flock 
of 150 shorebirds 4Jul in Livingston, MO in- 
duded 100+ Lesser Yellowlegs, 25 Pectoral 
Sandpipers, and 10 Willets (SK). At two sites 
in Kossuth, IA, Wilson's Phalaropes were 
probably nesting 4 & 20 Jun (MK). 

An ad. Laughing Gull was at R.M.B.S. 11 
Jun (JU). A Black-headed Gull was at its 
usual hangout at the n. end of Spirit L., Dick- 
inson, IA 16-31 Jul ($ET, m. ob.). Two Her- 
ring Gulls 18Jul at N.V.C.A. (DE) were ear- 
ly. Iwo Caspian Terns 15 Jun at R.M.B.S. (JE) 
and one 17Jul at ER.C.A. (DE) were unex- 
pected. Common Terns in Hancock and 
Woodbury, IA (PH, BH) were late 1 & 5 Jun, 
respectively. An ad. Common 30 Jul at Say- 
lorville (SD) was early. Forster• and Black 
Terns were reported throughout Jun and Jul 
in Iowa, but no one mentioned them nest- 
ing. Least Terns had a great year at their two 
Iowa nesting sites: 40 birds, at least 18 on 
nests, on 24 Jun near Council Bluffs 0G) 
and 3 on 15 Jun near Sioux City (BH). This 
is the most nests reported in Iowa in the past 
20 years. Iwo Least Terns 11 Jun at Schell- 
Osage C.A., Vernon (Alan Branhagen) was 
the only Missouri report away from the Mis- 
sissippi River. 

DOVES THROUGH VIREOS 
A White-winged Dove near East Prairie, Mis- 
sissippi, MO on 28 Jun, 2 there on 10 Jul, 
and 3 on 14 Jul suggested a successful nest 
0E). Singles 4 Jul in Plymouth (ph. Loren 
Hansen) and 29-31 Jul in Graettinger, Palo 
Alto (*Richard & Lois Weber) add to the 
records for Iowa. Black-billed and Yellow- 

billed Cuckoos were found in 16 and 34 

Iowa counties (m. ob.), probably an under- 
statement of the greater abundance of %1- 

low-billed Cuckoos in Iowa. Good numbers 

of Greater Roadrunners were reported from 
the species' usual range in the Missouri 
Ozarks (m. ob.). Barn Owl nests in Adair, 
Jones, Lucas, and Tama (BEh) all seemed to 
be successful, Iowa's best season in several 
years. Yellow-billed Sapsuckers were found 
in seven n. Iowa counties (m. ob.), including 
broods at Effigy Mounds N.M., Allamakee 
and Pikes Peak S.P, Clayton (DK, SP). 

Late Yellow-bellied Flycatchers included 
singles 3 Jun in St. Louis, MO (JU) and 5 Jun 
in Cerro Gordo, IA (PH). Least Flycatchers in 
Bremer, Butler, Harrison, Sioux, and Worth, 
IA mid-Jun-late Jul (m. ob.) may have in- 
cluded some nesting birds. The summer sta- 
tus of this species in Iowa is poorly under- 
stood. Both Acadian and Willow Flycatchers 
were found in numerous Iowa counties 

(m.ob.), mainly in the e. half of the state. A 
Willow Flycatcher near Mound Ci!y, Holt, 
MO (TR) was near the edge of its range_ The 
male Vermilion Flycatcher found in May 
near Coon Rapids in Guthrie, IA remained 
throughout the summer 0'JB, •'DA, m.ob.). 
With two nests in Polk, Western Kingbirds 
continued to occupy their cen. Iowa outpost 
(JG, AB, Scott Rolfes). In Missouri, Western 
Kingbirds continued to expand their range 
eastward (m. ob.). 

Two Black-billed Magpie nests in Ply- 
mouth, IA were probably successful (Scott 
Moats, fide JD); magpies have nested there 
for several years. Red-breasted Nuthatches 
nested in Carroll, IA (Shirley Schirck) and 
probably in Sioux City (GV), about the 2nd 
and 3rd nesting records for Iowa. As expect- 
ed after the recent mild winter, Carolina 
Wrens were widely reported in e. Iowa 
(m.ob.). One or 2 Bewick's Wrens were 
found at its usual site near Argyle, Lee, IA 
0E MP). Five Sedge Wrens were singing 20 
Jul on Clement Prairie, Nodaway, MO (DE). 
Veeries had a good year, with 16 found 4Jul 
in Delaware (KP, SP) and nesting noted in 
Allamakee, Clayton, Delaware, and Dubuque, 
IA (SP, KP). A Northern Mockingbird nest in 
Cherokee was far n. of its usual Iowa range 
(DB). Loggerhead Shrikes were found in 21 
counties (m. ob.) spanning most of Iowa; 
nowhere is it common. White-eyed Vireos 
were found in eight Iowa counties (m. ob.), 
mainly in s. Iowa, more than most years. 

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES 
A Tennessee Warbler 5 Jun at Duck Creek 
C.A., Stoddard, MO (JE) was late. Territorial 
Chestnut-sided Warblers in Jun in Allama- 
kee, Hancock, Lucas, and Winneshiek, IA (DK, 
m. ob.) were more than most summers. A Yel- 

low-throated Warbler in Jun at St. Joseph, 
Buchanan, MO (JH, Tom Nagel, m. ob.) was 
nw. of its usual range. Cerulean Warblers had 
a good year in both states. In Missouri, good 
numbers were found (DR, AF), and in Iowa, 
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Ceruleans were noted in 17 counties, mostly 
in e. Iowa (m.ob.). At least 13 males were at 
Effigy Mounds N.M., Clayton (DA). Single 
male Black-and-white Warblers 9 & 19 Jun 
in Lucas and Jefferson, IA (SP, DP) seemed 
territorial. Worm-eating Warblers were 
found in Decatur, Lee, Pottawattamie, and 
Warren, IA (m.ob.). The only indication of 
nesting was ads. feeding a young cowbird 18 
Jun in Lee (MB). Iowa's only Hooded War- 
blers were widely scattered in Allamakee, Lee, 
and Warren (DK, CE, MP, SP). 

Single Summer Tanagers in Black Hawk 
and Boone (TS, WO) were at the edge of the 
species' usual Iowa range. A singing male 
Clay-colored Sparrow 10 Jul in Winneshiek, 
IA (SP, KP) was e. of where expected. Others 
in Dick.inson and Hancock (RG, PH, DA, LS) 
were in more typical locales. Henslow's Spar- 
rows were reported from 20 Iowa counties 
(m.ob.); the number of reports of this for- 

merly rare species has increased dramatical- 
ly in recent years. Grasshopper Sparrow, 
Lark Sparrow, Dickcissel, and Bobolink were 
widely reported across Iowa. 

Single Blue Grosbeaks 2Jun (CE) and 17 
Jul (SP), both in Lee, were far e. of its usual 
w. Iowa range and may be of the e. sub- 
species. In Missouri, they seemed quite com- 
mon this summer (m.ob.). A Painted 
Bunting throughout the season at Weldon 
Springs C.A., St. Charles OE, JU) was n. of 
where expected. In Missouri, Bobolinks 
were common 5Jul at Dunn Ranch, Harrison 
(SK) and seen in Jul as far s. as Hiebury 
(Mike Skinner). Great-tailed Grackle added 
to its range in both states, with 13 on 11 Jun 
at Coulter Marsh, Franklin (AB), 3 at Co- 
lumbia, Boone, MO (BG), and several at 
E.B.C.A. (AF). Single Pine Siskins 23 Jun in 
Scott (WZ) and 2 Jul in Clayton, IA (DA) 
were unexpected. 

Cited observers (subregional coordinators 
in boldface): Danny Akers, Pam Allen, Reid 
Allen, Run Andrews, Nell Bernstein, Dick 
Bierman, John Bissell, Aaron Brees, Mark 
Brown, Robert Cecil, James Dinsmore, 
Stephen Dinsmore, Joe Eades, David Easter- 
la, Chris Edwards, Bruce Ehresman, Bery En- 
gebretsen, Andrew Forbes, James Fuller, Jay 
GillJam, Bill Goodge, Rita Goranson, Paul 
Hertzd, Jack Hflsabeck, Bill Huser, Thomas 
Kent, Matthew Kenne, Steve Kinder, Darwin 
Koenig, Larry Lade, Charlene Malone, Wolf 
Oesterreich, Katy Patterson, Shane Patter- 
son, Diana Pesek, Diane Porter, Mark 
Proescholdt, Dean Rising, Larry Rizzo, Tom- 
my Rogers, Bill Scheible, Pat Schlarbaum, 
Lee Schoenewe, Tom Stone, Ed Thelen, Den- 
nis Thompson, Josh Uffman, Gerald Von 
Ehwegen, Walt Zuurdeeg. An additional 21 
uncited individuals contributed to the re- 

port; all have our thanks. *• 

t•-'--- he summer 2005 season was overall 

hot and dry, with temperatures 
reaching the 90 ø F mark in Louisville 

on 23 days and in Nashville on 33 days. Pre- 
cipitation at Louisville and Nashville was be- 
low normal for the period. Some areas were 
not as dry, especially in the eastern and west- 
ern portions of the Region, which received 
rainfall from the remnants of two tropical 
storms, Hurricane Cindy 6-7 July (eastern 
portion) and Hurricane Dennis 11-12 July 
(western portion). 

Certainly without doubt the highlight of 
the season was the collection of rare pelagic 
species that were deposited with the rem- 
nants of Dennis 12-15 July. An Audubon's 
Shearwater on Kentucky Lake may have rep- 
resented the first-ever interior record for the 

species, and a Bridled Tern and a Royal Tern 
on Pickwick Lake were a first and a second, 
respectively, for Tennessee! No fewer than 21 
Sooty Terns were found in Tennessee, with 
multiple Souties observed in western Ken- 
tucky and one as far north as the Ohio River 
upstream from Cincinnati, Ohio. Grabbing 
smaller headlines but certainly noteworthy 
were reports of Roseate Spoonbfil and White- 
winged Dove in Tennessee, and Marbled 
Godwit in Kentucky. Least Tern nesting suc- 
cess was mixed, with moderate success on 
the Mississippi River but low success on the 
lower Ohio and Tennessee Rivers. 

Abbreviations: Ensley (Ensley Bottoms, in- 
cluding the EARTH Complex, in sw. Shelby, 
TN), Scandirer Gap (Scandirer Gap Marsh, 
Hamilton, TN). 

LOONS THROUGH STORKS 
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