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•--- ainfall returned early and in abun- 
•.• dance to drought-stricken northern 
-k. parts of the Region. Ihen, following 

a warm spell, observers on the Ensenada 
C.B.C. 17 Dec enjoyed an early emergence of 
butterflies and nest-building Anna's Hum- 
mingbirds in spring-like conditions. Region- 
al coverage was spotty, as is typical in winter, 
but five first state records included Mexico's 

first for Barrow's Goldeneye and the Region's 
firsts for Garganey and Bendirek Ihrasher. 
Ihe appearance of Unittg San Diego County 
Bird Atlas (2004. Proceedings of the San Diego 
Society of Natural History 39) joins the pre- 
vious year's Birds of the Salton Sea in provid- 
ing excellent context for analyzing bird dis- 
tribution at the northern end of the Region. 

FRIGATEBIRDS THROUGH TERNS 
Two Magnificent Frigatebirds at Laguna 
Percebu, s. of San Felipe, 31 Dec (DSC) 
were unseasonal. A Greater White-fronted 
Goose on the Maneadero Plain 17 Dec 

(MSM et al.) was a C.B.C. first, while an- 
other was at Parque Morelos, Tijuana 26 
Feb-16 Apr (ph. MJB, MJI). Eight Wood 
Ducks at the Mexicali Zoo 25 Oct-1 Apr 
(MJI, ph. RAH et al.) suggested successful 
fiedging of the entire family found there in 
May 2004. A female Garganey at Estero San 
Jose del Cabo 21 Jan (vt. SGM, ph. Bob Van 
Vuren) represented a first for the Region. 
The only previous Mexican record is from 
Sinaloa 22 Mar 1973 (Howell and Webb 
1995). The Estero Punta Banda area hosted 
a nice duck selection for the C.B.C. 17 Dec, 
including a female Eurasian Wigcon, a fe- 
male Greater Scaup, a female Black Scoter, a 
female White-winged Scoter (ph. MJI et al.), 
and a Long-tailed Duck (kAC et al., ph. 
PAG, ?MJI); the latter two continued on 18 
Dec. Colima Canal, a diversion of the R•o 
Colorado from Morelos Dam, was found to 
have good goldeneye concentrations in Jan 
2004. A return visit 6 Jan produced 131 
Commons along with 2 imm male Barrow's 
Goldeneyes (ph. ?MJI). Both birds lingered, 
with the last report of a single bird 23 Jan 
(m.ob.). This represents the first Barrow's 
Goldeneye record for Mexico, though there 
are prior unsupported reports (Howell and 
Webb 1995, Monographs in Field Ornitholo- 
gy 3: 190). Common Mergansers made an- 
other strong showing in the Mexicali Valley, 
with a high of 33 at Cerro Prieto geothermal 
ponds 6 Jan (MJI); much rarer was an imm. 
on the Pacific coast at the mouth of the R•o 

San Telmo 16 Dec (ph. MJI). 
Notable Mexicali Valley raptors included 

an ad. Bald Eagle on the R•o Colorado s. of 
Colonia Nueva 16 Dec (RAE, HI) and an 
imm. Red-shouldered Hawk near Ejido Chi- 
apas 6Jan (ph. MJI). An imm. Broad-winged 
Hawk at Estero San Jose del Cabo 21Jan (vt. 
SGM) furnished the 2nd winter record for 

Baja California Sur. A Clapper Rail heard at 
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• Fall-winter 2004-2005 reports of Cackling/Canada Geese included three leucopare/a Cacldinõs at Estero Punta 8an• 
.da 24 Oct, with one st•l present i Nov (KAR, tSGU, ph. RAH et al.);6 rninin•a Cacklings and one tcyerneri/lX•vipesat 

Lagunita El Cip• 12 Dec-29 Jan (ph. GR:C, ph. MJI et at.); 2 imrn. rnin#na at Guerrero Negro i Jan-24 • (ph. AG-A, ph, 
JEP); and at San Jos& det Cabo: 3 t•verneri/parvipes 21 Jan, aseparate taverneri/parvipes 2i Jan, and a minimathat assodat- 

ed with the latter 23 Jan and the former 1-3 Feb (ph. SGM, NB). Ulodinow and Bruce Deuel identified the San Jose del Cabo 
birds as three taverneri and one patvipes. 

The recent separation of Cackling Goose from Canada Goose begs an evaluation of the status of(he four taxa known from 
the Region (through summer 2004)? all'are now decidedly rare. Since specimen evidence is lirn!ted to one miniran from each 
state, plus n• Baja California band :.r&turns of n•offttt/and lex'opareia, we offer a review of the Status of each based on prey!, ous reports by Wilbur (1987,/?ads of/?aja California. University of California Press)• by Erickson et aL •ono9raphs in F'•dOr- 

nithology3 fl!9-!20), and in/V.,4,/?. Note that all forms may occur as often inflocks as they do•ndividuaily. 
Great Basin Canada Geese •of•t•) were,once common in n. Baja California, but the species does not win(erin numbers 

as br s, as formerly: (Leopold, A, •S.:197Z Wild•fe oflv•,x•). Hundeeds wintered in the MexicaliValle)• at least into the'1960• 
and flocks into th• 30s were seen in Jan/Feb 1994 s; to Laguna Figuerea, but there :hag •only one:doU•e:d'•it•:'rep• 
since (i8 bf CermPfletogeoth• hal t •ds 13 Jan'2003).There is only one •ads. ofth•'h;l•lf of Baja C•lffnrn 
Los Angeles 25 Jan:lO•6) Thi e are •ix reco J•'10+ ind'Widuals) of Cackt ng.Goose,• •..•L!4 from Baja California and•2 
.ffom'BaJ• .Californ ia •u,•:•leu•iani•c•ng:,.•oose •copare/a) b•s four records (:16T i•dL.:•UOlS)•: thr• from Bahia Sa• Quio - 
•i%orthward (24),av:•l•(Dec) and::b•long•stay!ng bird• •a Paz:2• Oct' •00i•i 

The fourth:form involves the enign•,•tic,;,•esset:•nada •Goose?a rnoniker:that indudes:h,,h panfpe• and t•ern• 
species:that.had been synonym(zeal b•i•ome'due to'their dOse•rnorpholngical.sirnilarit)! but that are:now:ass;_qned to:differ- 
ent •'•uc•- :•a•/"• to Ca•ir• GOOse, •an•es to'Canada Goo•'Si• records (2 •Jov,.•t8 •r • i• Nr •,ib•*•d23birds, 
j•i•fonefi:on•BajaC=alif•rnia•Sb.• '•;u. •:•CalifOrni,•o•nt•ext•d•:•)• ":•'• :., 
ed the si•bspecific•dentif '• p• '• rs I•ut.e• t! .... 

•#is still'poorly:known?.. f•.fom•a ,•:; L Deuel; per•:co•rn.• but:oorcurr•nt•..•rn•.,on is •,at L,•s,otL .o .• 
!:unin• in S!/California; whereTare;: arepdrnadly:t•erne%•.eco• horn:the Cape'Di•dk*t may rnOr•l,.• ,pertaip*%over• 
•I•00U•" orvipes,•asthelon"itudeofth•C?•eishr• ,,linCwiththeircentral,Me•,,•i•,c, in•areas,,.,l•Ou •te• 
ho ds'p•brnise,:f•rfie d se*uratlon:Gf thi{%• t(• D•l :•;iB.:2004:i Prelirnina•/'•u, on the i•]eu•fiOil u• ,:ach, 

the same location 22 Jan (SGM) was a local 
first, and a rare Solitary Sandpiper was found 
in Miraflores 23 Jan (ph. SGM). 

The massive gull flocks of Cerro Prieto 
geothermal ponds still have not received the 
attention they deserve, given that 40,000+ 
gulls roost there nightly. Highlights this win- 
ter were a second-winter Mew Gull 6 Jan 
(•'MJI) and a first-winter Glaucous Gull 6-8 
Jan (ph. MJI et al.), both firsts for the Mexi- 
cali Valley. Also seen there in Dec/Jan were 4 
ad. Laughing Gulls, 3 Yellow-looted Gulls, 
11+ Glaucous-winged Gulls, at least 3 Thay- 
er's Gulls, and a smattering of hybrids in- 
volving Herring, Glaucous-winged, and 
Glaucous Gulls (MJI et al.). Additional first- 
winter Glaucous Gulls at Guerrero Negro 31 
Jan (ph. JEP) and the Islas Los Coronados 
13-14 Feb (GMcC et al., •'GLR, ph. MS, ph. 
Anne Scofield) made for a better-than-aver- 
age winter total. An ad. Gull-billed Tern 
joined the Cerro Prieto geothermal ponds 
gull flocks 6 Jan (MJI) for a first Baja Cali- 
fornia winter record, while up to 3 at E1 Cen- 
tenario 27 Jan-8 Feb (SGM, JEP) were 

with a winter first, while 2 at Estero San Jos• 
del Cabo 21 Jan, with one continuing on 3 
Feb (SGM, NB), provided a 3rd Baja Califor- 
nia Sur winter record. 

HUMMINGBIRDS THROUGH PIPITS 
Wintering Archilochus hummingbirds 
were well represented in Baja California 
Sur, with the state's first Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird (an imm. male) at SanJos• 
del Cabo 21-24 Mar (•'MB, ph. •OJ, 
tDVP) and an imm. female Black-chinned 
at Santiago 6 Feb (ph., •'JEP). Ruby- 
throated Hummingbirds winter from s. 
Sinaloa southward, but the only previous 
Regional record is from the nw. coast 29 
Sep 2003 (N.A.B. 58: 148). Anna• Hum- 
mingbirds nested later than last year at 
Guerrero Negro (first active nest 8 Jan, 
AG-A), but the unusual weather appar- 
ently drove 2 females to nest-building at 
Ensenada 17 Dec (RAE, RAH), one day 
earlier than has been recorded in San 

Diego. Costa's and Rufous/Allen's Hum- 
mingbirds were unrecorded in the Call- 

stituted the only potential winter record of ei- 
ther from this area since N.A.B. reporting be- 
gan in fall 2000. 

A female Yellow-shafted Flicker in Mexi- 

cali 9-22 Jan (KAR, ph. MJI et al.) was gray- 
faced and considered impure; there is one 
record of a phenotypically pure bird for the 
Region (Monographs in Field Ornithology 3: 
130). A Red-shafted Flicker at Santiago 24 
Jan (]'SGM) was the 2nd for Baja California 
Sur but the first for the Cape District. King- 
bird highlights were all in Baja California 
Sur: 3 Tropicals each at Lagunas de Chamet- 
la (ph. RC, ph. JEP et al.) and San Jos• del 
Cabo (SGM, NB et al.); 20 scattered Thick- 
billeds; and Westerns found among roosting 
Cassin's at Santiago 5 Feb (7; ph. JEP) and E1 
Rosario, n. of E1 Triunfo, 7 Feb (JEP). The 
Gray Catbird found at Guerrero Negro 12 
Oct remained through at least 18 Apr (AG- 
A, ph. JEP, MB). The mimid highlight, how- 
ever, was the Bendire's Thrasher 8 kmse. of 
Valle de la Trinidad, Baja California 1 Jan 
(?DSC), the first to be confirmed in the Re- 
gion (cf. Monographs in Field Ornithology 3: 
191). A Red-throated Pipit at Estero San Jos• 
del Cabo 1-3 Feb (ph. NB) represented the 
2nd winter record there; one of the New 
World's oldest records of the species involves 
a bird collected there 26 Jan 1883. 

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES 
A Lucy's Warbler at Santiago 6 Feb (JEP) 
made it three years in a row that the species 
has been found there. Although Pike did not 
systematically search for wintering Vermivo- 
ra as he did last year, this was the only non- 
Orange-crowned found in the Region and 
surely represents a significant change from 
last year in particular. Also for the 3rd con- 
secutive winter, Northern Parula was record- 
ed at Caduafio: an ad. and an imm. 22 Jan 
(SGM). An imm. male Black-throated Blue 

Field Identification of Cackling Geese to subspecies is still evolving. 
This adult (barred flanks) at Estero Punta Banda, Baja California 1 
November 2004 is tentatively identified as leucopareia by its paler 
breast and larger size compared to rainline, and by its conspicuous 
white neck ring with some blackish below (present on most adult 
leucop•reia, but not on most LaVerher& hutchinsii is eliminated pri- 
marily by range, though the back color Is darker than is typical for 

where recorded regularly since Oct 2002. An fornia District. Although both are annual that subspecies. Other sight records ofleucopareia, induding the 
Elegant Tern at Estero Punta Banda 17 Dec in San Diego in winter, a Rufous/Allen's at lone Baja California Sur record, have been identified using similar • 
(•'PP, MJB) likewise provided Baja California E1 Rosario 24 Jan-5 Feb 2002 (JEP) con- criteria. Photo!IraphbyRoben•.Hanilton. 
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These two immature minima Cackling Geese were photographed 31 January 2005 at 
Guerrero Negro, Baja Califomia Sur. identification as minima is relatively straightfor- 
ward, given the extremely short nedcs, stubby bills, and dam breasts. They are aged 
as first-winters by the visible molt in the breast, the uneven edges to the back and 

wing coverts, and the still mostly unbarred flanks. This taxon was recorded just 
twice in the state prior to this winter. Photograph by James E. Pike 

This, the Region's first recorded Garganey, was at Estero San Jos• del 
Cabo, Baja California Sur 21 January 2005. Photograph by Bob Van Vuren. 

One of North America's first recorded Red-throated Pipits was collected at 
San JosO del Cabo, Baja Califomia Sur 26 January 1883. There are March and 
April records for the west Mexican mainland, but the species had not been 

recorded again in winter in North America until this bird was found on 
1 February 2005--at the same location as the first. Photograph by Nigel Ball. 

Warbler at Guerrero Negro 
5 Nov-19 Mar (AG-A, ph. 
JEP, ?DVP et al.) was the 
3rd in as many winters to 
be found in Baja California 
Sur. Yellow-throated and 

Grace's Warblers provided 
warbler highlights again 
this winter, with one of the 
former (showing charac- 
ters of albilora) at Mexicali 

22-23 Jan (MJI, ph. MTH 
et al.) and a now ad. male 
of the latter back for its 2nd 

winter at Ciudad Constitu- 

ciOn 4 Feb (ph. JEP). Other 
notable warblers in Baja 
California included a re- 

turning Black-and-white in 
Mexicali 25 Oct-23 Jan 
(MJI, RAE et al.), a 
MacGillivray's on the 
Maneadero Plain for at 

least its 4th winter 25 

Sep-1 Apr (RAE, MJB et 
aL), and a Wilson's in Mex- 
icali 23Jan (KAR et aL). An 

Bronzed Cowbirds are being recorded with increasing fre- 
quency on the Baja California Peninsula. This one near La Paz 
25 January 2005 was the second to be found in Baja Califomia 
Sur and the first to be photographically documented. Photo- 

graph from videotape by Steven 6. Mlodinow. 

ad. male Bdding's Yellowthroat at Guerrero Negro 1 Feb (?JEP) was well nw. 
of its normal range but followed one at the same location 16 Dec 2000 (N.A.B. 
55: 231). 

An ad. male Hepatic Tanager in Mexicali 9-22 Jan (ph. KAR, ph. MTH et 
al.) was the 4th found in the Region, all in the n. half of Baja California. A 
Lark Bunting with an unusually large concentration of Lark Sparrows on the 
Maneadero Plain 17 Dec (ph. JEP) may be the first ever recorded on the Re- 
gion's northernmost coastß The seasoh's single Grasshopper Sparrow was in s. 
Baja California Sur at Rancho Cuamuchilar 24 Jan (SGM), and the only 
White-throated Sparrow was a returning bird on the Maneadero Plain 17 Dec 
(PP). Bronzed Cowbirds were found in Mexicali for the 3rd consecutive win- 
ter (6 on 22Jan, MJB et al.), and a female at Lagunas de Chametla 25 Jan (ph. 
SGM) provided another Cape District first (2nd for Baja California Sur). Rare 
orioles included 2 Orchards at Guerrero Negro 31 Jan-1 Feb (ph. JEP), a Bul- 
lock's in Ensenada 17 Dec (RAH), and Baltimores at Punta Banda 17 Dec (2, 
PU et al.) and Agraria Reforma No. 1 on 5 Feb (JEP). The Pine Siskin incur- 
sion was not closely monitored, but 77 were in Maneadero 17 Dec (JEP), and 
3 were in Mexicali 9 Jan, where 4 American Goldfinches were also unusual 
(KAR, SG). Exceptional was the imm. male American Goldfinch at Guerrero 
Negro 31 Jan-19 Mar (?JEP, ?MB, ?OJ, ?DVP), the first to be confirmed in 
Baja California Sur. 

Observers: Victor Ayala, Nigel Bari, Mark J. Billings, Matt 
Brady, Roberto Carmona, Jos• Alfredo Castillo, Lyann A. 
Cornrack, Daniel S. Cooper, Andrea Cu•llar, Gustavo Dane- 
mann, Richard A. Erickson, Alejandro Franco, Peter A. Gaede, 
Steve Ganley, Marcela Garay, Kimball L. Garrett, Salvador 
Gonzfilez-Guzmfin, Antonio Gutierrez-Aguilar, Robert A. 
Hamilton, Alan Harper, Matthew T. Heindel, Marshall J. Iliff, 
Helena Iturribarria, Oscar Johnson, Guy McCaskie, Eric 
Mellink, Steven G. Mlodinow, Kathy C. Molina,James E. Pike, 
Peter Pyle, Kurt A. Radamaker, Geoffrey L. Rogers, Gorgonio 
Ruiz-Campos, Mau Sadowski, Mike San Miguel, Dalia Saravia, 
Philip Unitt, David Vander Pluym. • 

This adult male Hepatic Tanager in Mexicali, Baja California 9 through (here) 22 
January 2005 represented the fourth record for Baja Califomla and the peninsular 
Region. Photograph by Afatthew T. Heiodel. 
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