
he winter produced events that un- 
der more normal circumstances 
would be headliners in this column. 

Examples include the largest incursion of 
Purple Finches into the state in 20 years, 
outstanding grossland bird diversity in the 
Trans-Pecos (including numerous Bairdg 
Sparrows), and outstanding numbers of 
Mountains Plovers found in many locations. 
However, these very noteworthy events went 
almost unremarked, as all eyes focused on 
the Lower Rio Grande Valley, where the in- 
vasion of vagrants from northeastern Mexico 
was unprecedented in our experience. Like 
kids in a candy store, birders were treated to 
3 Roadside Hawks, an Elegant Trogon, a So- 
cial Flycatcher, 9 Rose-throated Becards, 7 
White-throated Robins, 3 Golden-crowned 
Warblers, at least 15 Crimson-collared Gros- 
beaks, and 8 Blue Buntings. For some of the 
species, the numbers of individuals present 
this winter exceeded the number of sight- 
ings previously documented in the United 
States! Spectacular rarities were also found 
in many other areas of the state, including a 
state first Streak-backed Oriole on the upper 
coast, an American Dipper at Dallas, and an 
apparent male Lawrence's Goldfinch at 
Rockport, to name a few. 

This winters wave of rarities brought with 
it a large influx of birders from around the 
country and elsewhere. It is hard to quantify 
the number of people visiting the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley, but we can look at one very 
popular stop on the tour: the Frontera 
Audubon Sanctuary in Wesl•co. The previ- 
ous winter, the visitation during the winter 
(December through February) was about 
600 people a sharp contrast to the 6782 
visitors during the same period this season. 
The economic impact of birding in this area 
is truly impressive, particularly when Mexi- 
can vagrants are present. 

Abbreviations: L.R.G.V. (Lower Rio Grande 
Valley); T.B.R.C. (Texas B.R.C.); U.T.C. (Up- 
per Texas Coas0. The following are short- 
ened names for the respective local, county, 
state, or national parks, and wildlife refuges, 
etc.: Anahuac, Bentsen, Big Bend, Big Bend 
Ranch, Buescher, Buffalo Lake, Caprock 
Canyons, San Bernard, Santa Ana, Sea Rim, 
and Trinity River. 

LOONS THROUGH STORKS 
Single Red-throated and Pacific Loons were 
found in Calhoun 19 Dec (BFr, PHo). Addi- 
tional Pacific Loons inclu&d 3 each in Roch- 

wall 16 Dec (BG et al.) and Llano 8-15 Jan 
(SAs, TTFe) and a single in Comal 28 Dec 
(BD). Rare for the Panhandle were 2-3 Com- 
mon Loons in Hutchinson 4-19 Dec (fide 
BPi) and one in Donley 2 Jan (10). Least 
Grebe was much in evidence on the U.T.C. 

after another wet year. A pair remained 
through 16 Jan in Freestone, where they 
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nested the previous summer (PBa). As was 
much in evidence this season, Aechmophorus 
grebes can breed through the winter, with 
many pairs with dependent young present at 
Balmorhea L., Reeves. Two Western Grebes 
at L. Tyler, Smith 19 Dec (A&CB) were very 
rare for the Pineywoods. Up to 18 Western 
Grebes were present on L. Buchanan, Llano 
27 Feb (RBa). 

An estimated 2000+ American White Pel- 

icans on L. Livingston, Polk 28 Dec was im- 
pressive (TFe). A subad. Brown Booby locat- 
ed in Port Aransas, Nueces 26 Feb-4 Mar 
(JSi, CTa, Tm.ob., ph.) furnished just the 4th 
winter record for the state. A very early 
Masked Booby was in Nueces 28 Feb (BFr, 
PHo). A Neotropic Cormorant in Lubbock 
6-21 Feb (AH) represented the first Feb 
record for the High Plains. An American Bit- 
tern at Rio Grande Village 16 Dec-7 Feb 
(JHi, MF) represented a first winter record 
for Big Bend; others of note were 2 in Reeves 
19 Dec (ML) and one in Lubbock 18 Dec-13 
Feb (AH et al.). Two Least Bitterns were 
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This second-winter gull found at Corpus Christi, Nueces County, Texas 8 (here) through 22 February 
2005 appears to have characteristics of Yellow-legged Gull. If the identification can be confirmed, 

It would mark a second consecutive winter for the species in Texas. Photograph I•yMartin Reid. 

found in Brazoria 19 Dec (JWi, EH et al.). A 
Great Egret lingered in Lubbock throughout 
the season (AH), while single Snowy Egrets 
lingered in Dallas through 18 Dec (KC) and 
Tarrant until 28Jan (SJe, DPo). Catfie Egrets 
lingered at scattered inland locales, most no- 
tably about 100 in Smith 15 Jan (fide JPu). 
Green Herons were unexpected in Coilin 4 
Dec (PA), Wilson 16 Dec (WS), and Bexar 8 
Jan (RHi, GS). Single White Ibis at Nacog- 
doches and at Longview, both 18 Dec, were 
C.B.C. firsts there. Seven Wood Storks in 

Cameron 8 Dec (BMc) and 3 in Chambers 8 
Jan (ph. AWo) provided unexpected winter 
records. 

WATERFOWL THROUGH FALCONS 
As noted by Wolf, the season appeared to be 
an "off' winter for most waterfowl. Three 

Ross's Geese lingered in Bell through 6 Jan 
(RPi). The distribution of Cackling Goose is 
of great interest due to the recent split. No- 
table counts of Cackling Goose included 23 
in Bell 13 Dec (RPi), 100 (compared to 200 
Canadds) from Carson 4 Dec (BPi), 6202 
(compared to 11,895 Canadds and 19,339 
unidentified) in Lubbock 18 Dec (fide AH), 
and 28 (compared to 3499 Canadds) in 
Hemphill 29 Dec (fide SP). A Cackling Goose 
was also documented at Tornillo Res. 1 Dec 

(BZ), the 2nd El Paso record. A Eurasian 
Wigeon found in Starr 22 Feb represented a 
rare s. Texas record (?D&BF). Greater Scaup 
made a good showing in cen. Texas, with 
multiple sightings 30 Dec-19 Feb in Bell 

(RKo, RPi) and Williamson (TFe, ByS). More 
than 100 Greater Scaup on L Bob Sandlin, 
Camp was noteworthy for the Pineywoods 
(DBr). A Surf Scoter in Bexar lingered until 
8 Dec (SCo, MRe); a White-winged Scoter in 
Kleberg 5 Jan was rare there (TL). Long- 
tailed Ducks were scattered statewide, with 
reports from Bexar through early Dec 
(MRe), Aransas 9 Dec (MM), McLennan 28 
Nov-2 Dec (FB), Travis late Nov-21 Jan and 
possibly later (EC, m.ob.), Rains 11-21 Feb 
(RoB et al.), Galveston 28 Feb (CR), and 
Hudspeth 28 Dec-27 Jan (DAB, BPe). Single 
Masked Ducks were found in Matagorda 
20-24 Dec (L&RS, ph. HS) and San Patricio 
20-30 Dec (GB, $MRe). 

Extralimital White-tailed Kites appeared 
near the Presidio/Jeff Davis line 2 Dec (ph. 
CMi) and in Hardeman 7 Jan (BBo et al.), 
Brewster 30Jan (DE1), and Kent 26 Feb (AH 
et al.). Intriguing was an ad. Northern 
Goshawk from Hardeman 30 Dec-12 Jan 
($SW, m.ob). Common Black-Hawks were 
reported from Bastrop 24 Dec 0C) and at El 
Canelo, Kenedy 14 Feb (KE, ph. RT). The 
Harris's Hawk at Hermann Park, Harris con- 
tinued through the winter period. Roadside 
Hawks made an unprecedented incursion 
into the state. Single individuals were at San 
Ygnacio, Zapata 30 Jan-1 Mar (?DEn, ?RT, 
m.ob.), near Cannon Road, Cameron 5-16 
Feb (?JA et al.), and Santa Aria, Hidalgo 9 
Feb+ (?BFi, ?Pill, m.ob.). A Red-sbouldered 
Hawk in Big Bend 20-27 Feb (BBe, AH, 
RKo, ML) provided possibly the first winter 

record for the park. Another Red-shouldered 
in Crosby 1 Jan (PK) was notable. Rare in 
winter, Broad-winged Hawks were reported 
from Galveston 15 Dec (TC), Brazoria 17 
Dec (BLi, ph. WSt), and Starr 5 Feb (BMc). 
There were sporadic reports of other Broad- 
wingeds in conservation lands in the 
L.R.G.V. Lingering or wintering Swainson's 
Hawks were noted in Galveston 11 Dec 

(SLe), Chambers 13 Dec (ph. JSt), Jefferson 
25 Dec (ph. EC), Bexar 5 Jan and 21 Feb 
(SH, MRe, SCo), Jefferson 15-16 Jan (GD, 
SM), and Frio 21 Feb (WS). A juv. Swain- 
son's Hawk spent Dec-Jan terrorizing gulls 
at Elliott Landfill, Nueces (MRe, WS). A 
Rough-legged Hawk was found in Medina 22 
Jan (MHe). A Golden Eagle was a great find 
for the Pineywoods and a new species for the 
Longview C.B.C. 18 Dec (ERa). Crested 
Cardcard was a significant find in Gregg 11 
Feb (DBr). A Prairie Falcon in Williamson 31 
Jan (ph. TFe) was rare for the Blackland 
Prairies. 

RAILS THROUGH TERNS 
A Black Rail surprised Corpus Christi 
(Wes0 C.B.C. participants in Nueces 20 Dec 
(JSi). Two King Rails at Balmorhea L., Reeves 
19 Dec (JGe) represented a first area winter 
report. A King Rail in Gregg 18 Dec (PHa, 
DMe) was also regionally quite rare. A 
Whooping Crane near Plainview, Hale 2 Dec 
(KMo) was unexpected but well described 
by an experienced wildlife biologist. 

It was a banner year for wintering Moun- 
tain Plovers in the state. The mother lode 

was apparently located sw. of San Antonio, 
with a seasonal total of nearly 900 birds: 100 
in Bexar 4 Dec (BD), 152 near Uvalde 11 Jan 
(BH), 315 in Dimreit 30 Jan (BH), and 219 
near Pearsall, Frio (MRe). Holliday reported 
325 birds wintering near Dell City and near- 
by salt fiats, Hudspeth and three groups to- 
taling 162 birds in Reeves, Midland, and Up- 
ton 18 Feb. In addition, 90 were found n. of 
Balmorhea, Reeves 1 Jan (DAB, BPe). Fennell 
reInarked that Mountain Plovers were gener- 
ally hard to find in Williamson, with a high 
count of 34 birds 22 Jan. A Snowy Plover in 
Denton 27 Dec was notable (BG). Five Black- 
necked Stilts were in El Paso 16 Dec (BZ), 
and one was in Big Bend 18 Jan (SLi), the 
latter thought to afford a first winter record 
for the park. Three American Avocets at Mc- 
Nary Res., Hudspeth 19 Dec (BZ) were unex- 
pected; one in Williamson 30 Jan, and pre- 
sumably the same bird in Bell 27 Feb (TFe), 
provided even rarer winter records. Two 
Lesser Yellowlegs in Donley 5 Dec (BPi) and 
4 in Crosby 29 Jan (BBe et al.) were consid- 
ered late, but the latter could have been ear- 
ly "spring"migrants. A Solitary Sandpiper in 
Denton 27 Dec was notable (BG, PBi). An 
Upland Sandpiper was well described from 
Fort Bend on the extremely late date of 26 
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Dec (tSLe). Holliday reported 2 Whimbrels 
with Mountain Plovers in Zavala 30 Jan and 
8 Feb. Seven Least Sandpipers in Donley 11 
Dec (BPi) and 4 in Randall 18 Dec (fide LSa) 
were notable for the Panhandle. Two Pec- 

toral Sandpipers in Nueces 5 Dec were very 
late (LJo). A Pectoral Sandpiper seen in Bra- 
zoria 19 Dec (BLy, VE) provided one of very 
few winter records for the U.T.C. A Pectoral 

Sandpiper in Waller 27 Feb was early (TE). 
Long-billed Dowuchers were unexpected in 
Titus/Camp 12 Dec (MWh) and 23 Jan 
(DBr), as was one in Rains 4 Feb (RKi). 

A breeding-plumaged Frankling Gull at 
Hornsby Bend, Travis 2 Jan was a real shock 
for Carpenter. Three first-winter Little Gulls 
showed up in the state this season: Quintana 
Jetty, Brazoria 6-18Jan (ph., tRW et al.), the 
spillway of L. Livingston, Polk 21-27 Dec 
(CMe, m.ob.), and L. Tawakoni, Rains 4 Dec 
(tMWh). In addition, a second-winter bird 

was found on L. Ray Hubbard, Dallas 16 Dec 
(tDH, tBG). An ad. Black-headed Gull on 
South Padre I., Cameron 
12 Dec (tG&SC, ph. 
BMc) provided a new 
record for the L.R.G.V. A 

Heermann's Gull at Crys- 
tal Beach, Galveston 25 
Feb (tDT) would be the 
3rd for the state, if accept- 
ed. Up to 8 California 
Gulls were scattered 

throughout the state this 
season. A first-winter gull 
thought to be a California 
Gull x Ring-billed Gull 
hybrid spent the season at •t 
Elliott Landfill, Corpus 
Christi, Nueces (ph. MRe, 
WS). A Herring Gull with 
plumage characteristics of 
the Asian subspecies veg- 
ae was present along 
Bryan Beach, Brazoria 13 
Jan-25 Feb (ph. RVO. A 
second-winter gull identi- 
lied as a Yellow-legged 
Gull was at Corpus 
Christig Elliott Landfill 8-22 Feb (ph. MRe, 
WS); European experts concurred with the 
identification after reviewing photographs. 
Seven Thayer's Gulls were in the state this 
winter. Up to 3 Lesser Black-backed Gulls 
were seen in n.-cen. Texas in Dec. A first- 
winter Great Black-backed Gull was found 

in Aransas 28 Dec (ph., tJJ), while another 
first-winter bird was present near the Boca 
Chica jetty, Cameron 25 Jan+ (RT, tBMc et 
al.). An apparent ad. Kelp Gull x Herring 
Gull hybrid or backcross was studied at the 
Brownsville Dump, Cameron on 18 Feb 
(MJ1). Two first-winter Black-legged Kitti- 
wakes were found along the coast; one at 
Boca Chica jetty, Cameron 30-31 Dec (GCh; 

ph. BMc) and another at Quintana Jetty, Bra- 
zoria 1 Jan (JO). 

PIGEONS THROUGH WOODPECKERS 
The pair of Ruddy Ground-Doves present 
from the fall continued at Cottonwood 

Campground, Big Bend through the season 
(m.ob.). Groove-billed Anis made a good 
showing on five of the C.B.C.s on the U.T.C., 
with Freeport tallying a high of 12 individu- 
als. A Burrowing Owl at Cement Creek L., 
Tarrant on 21 Feb was a good find (DPo). A 
Long-eared Owl was flushed near the Rio 
Grande in Laredo, Webb 16 Jan (WS, SCo, 
DMu). Short-eared Owls made a good show- 
ing in South Texas, where up to 9 were pres- 
ent on a ranch near Kenedy, Karnes (WS) and 
up to 6 were found near Granjeno, Hidalgo 
25 Jan+ (BMc, m.ob.). Two Chaetura swifts 
observed in Houston 21 Feb (JMu) were 
thought to be early Chimney Swifts, but the 
date is more in line with Vaux's Swih, which 
has still not been documented in the state. 

This adult Black-headed Gull discovered on 12 December 2004 (here) at South Padre Island, 
Cameron County, Texas was the southernmost ever found in the sta•e and the United States 

(except for Pugto Rko, a commonwealth dependency!). Photograph byBradAfd(inney. 

A male Green-breasted Mango present 
since fall remained faithful to its favored 

feeder at McAllen, Hidalgo until 25 Jan; it 
was reportedly briefly joined by another 
male in early Dec (fideJA). The male Broad- 
billed Hummingbird at Houston present 
since fall remained through the season. A fe- 
male Broad-billed Hummingbird was band- 
ed at another Houston location 15 Feb (SP); 
it had apparently been present since mid- 
Nov. The 2 Broad-billeds present in the 
Davis Mts., Jeff Davis remained until 19 Oct 
(M&ME). An amazing record for the Piney- 
woods was a Buff-bellied Hummingbird that 
has been present sporadically at Ratcliff, 
Houston since May 2003 (ph. BBa). Zimmer 

did a careful count of the birds in his El Paso 

yard in early Dec and tallied up to 3 Anna's, 
one Calliope, 4 Rufous/Allen's, and 3 Broad- 
tailed. By the end of the period, only one 
Broad-tailed remained, with most birds de- 
parting in Jan and/or Feb. An imm. male 
Anna's Hummingbird frequented feeders at 
Ft. Worth, Tarrant 11 Jan-8 Feb (LB), and 
another visited a Brazos feeder 1 Dec-22 Jan 
(KA). A male Broad-tailed Hummingbird 
was at Lubbock 18 Nov-18 Dec (BW et al.). 
Seven Allen's Hummingbirds were docu- 
mented along the coastal prairies, but more 
unexpected was a first-winter female at 
Austin 28 Feb (SP). Lingering Allen• Hum- 
mingbirds included the male present in the 
fall in Hays through 11 Dec (SP) and the 
male in the Davis Mts. remaining until 10 
Dec (M&ME). 

An imm. male Elegant Trogon appeared 
at Weslaco, Hidalgo 14 Jan (STh, tm.ob.). 
The bird wowed hundreds of birders as it 

stayed through the season in Frontera 
Audubong sanctuary. A 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
in a Muleshoe yard, Bailey 
23 Dec (MD) and a Red- 
bellled Woodpecker at 
Rita Bianca National 

' t• Grassland, Dallam 15 Jan 
(BFr, PS) were well w. of 
their respective normal 
ranges. A Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker at El Paso 27 
Dec (DBr, BPe) was a little 
farther w. than expected. 
Two Red-naped Sapsuck- 
ers were found on the Bal- 

cones Canyonland C.B.C. 
20 Dec (CS et al.), while a 
male was found near 

Pearsall, Frio 12 Dec 
(SCo, WS, MRe). A Lad- 
der-backed Woodpecker 
was seen along Beard 
Road, Fort Bend 18 Dec 
(TK), adding to the 
mounting records of this 
species on the w. U.T.C. A 

female Downy Woodpecker in w. El Paso 1 
Jan (ph. MS, JZ) was a local rarity. A Hairy 
Woodpecker at the mouth of the San 
Bernard R., Brazoria 18 Dec (SAI, GCa et al.) 
was noteworthy A westerly Pfleated Wood- 
pecker was reported near Katy L., Montague 
4 Feb OHo et al.). 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH JAYS 
Up to 3 Hammond's Flycatchers were pres- 
ent through the period near Pearsall, Fr/o 
(ph. MRe, WS). One to 3 Gray Flycatchers 
were at Cottonwood Campground, Big 
Bend, where they are more expected, but 
one at the Chihuahuan Desert Research In- 

stitute near Ft. Davis, Jeff Davis 28 Dec (JGe, 
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MHa) provided a very good record for the 
cen. Davis Mts. A calling and tape-respon- 
sive Dusky Flycatcher at Ft. Bliss 28 Dec 
(BZ) was a winter first for El Paso. A 
Cordilleran Flycatcher spent the season 
along the Frio R. near Pearsall, Frio (MRe et 
al.). The Frontera Audubon Sanctuary host- 
ed a Dusky-capped Flycatcher (subspecies 
lawrenceii) 18 Dec-1 Jan OBMc, '•DJ, 
m.ob.), while another was along Cannon 
Road, Cameron 22 Jan+ OTFu, m.ob.). 
Arvin heard a calling Social Flycatcher just 
outside Bentsen, Hidalgo 7 Jan. The bird 
subsequently took up residence within the 
state park through 14 Jan, where it was doc- 
umented with voice recordings and photo- 
graphs, provided the first fully documented 
record for the state and the United States. 

There is a documented sight record from 
nearby Anzalduas County Park from 1990. 
An excellent find on the Dallas C.B.C. was a 

Tropical/Couch's Kingbird 18 Dec (ph. 
J&MK). The Thick-billed Kingbird returned 
for the 3rd consecutive winter to Selkirk I., 
Matagorda 20-31 Dec OMAu et al.). A very 
late migrant Western Kingbird was seen in 
Parma Maria, Kaenes 11 Dec (WS). 

Rose-throated Becards staged an invasion 
into the state, with a total of 9 individuals 
seen at various L.R.G.V. locations. Up to 8 
Northern Shrikes were seen at seven Pan- 

handle locations this winter. Two Whrte- 

eyed Vireos at L. Ray Hubbard, Dallas 19 
(ph. BG, GCo, BoS) provided a first winter 
record for n.-cen. Texas. A Yellow-throated 

Vireo was found on the Guadalupe Delta 
C.B.C., Calhoun 15 Dec (BFr, PHo). The sta- 
tus of the various "Solitary" Vireo taxa is still 
being worked out in the state. Single 
PlumbeDus Vireos were at Rosehill Cemetery 
in Corpus Christi, Nueces 11 Dec (MCo), 
Oyster Creek, Brazoria (NB, HT et al.), 
McAllen, Hidalgo 12 Feb ORHo), and Davis 
Mts. S.E 10Jan (BS). Notable Cassin's Vireos 
were singles at Big Bend Ranch 7 Dec (ML) 
and Rosehill Cemetery, Corpus Christi 23 
Dec (ph. MRe et al.), plus a wintering indi- 
vidual along the Frio R. near Pearsall, Frio 
(MRe; SCo, WS). Essentially accidental in 
winter in the South Plains, a Blue-headed 
Vireo was seen and heard on the White Riv- 

er Lake C.B.C., Crosby 1 Jan (TM, RKo). A 
Chihuahuan Raven was reported from Wim- 
berley, Hays 5 Dec (SY). Common Ravens 
are increasingly being sighted below the 
Caprock Escarpment. This winter, up to 21 
birds were reported from four different 
South Plain locations (AH et al.). 

SWALLOWS THROUGH WARBLERS 
Lingering Northern Rough-winged Swal- 
lows were in Denton on I Dec (GG) and at 
Greenbelt Res., Donley 5 Dec (BPi). Cave 
Swallows wintered in large numbers in the 
Central Brazos Valley, with 80 at College Sta- 

tion, Brazos (EIR) and 89 in Grimes (DVo). 
Farther n., 6 Cave Swallows were discovered 
in Clay 8 Jan+ (BG, RR), providing a first 
winter record for n.-cen. Texas. A White- 
breasted Nuthatch wandered westward to 

Henrietta, Clay 3 Dec (DMc). Out-of-place 
wrens included a Rock Wren near Olney, 
Young 3 Dec (JHo) and Canyon Wrens at 
Dickens Springs, Dickens 29 Jan (AH) and 
San Ygnacio, Zapata 16 Jan+ (DMu, MI). A 
Sedge Wren was found near Buffalo Springs 
L., Lubbock 1 Dec-28 Jan (AH); a single in- 
dividual wintered at the same location last 

year. A well-described American Dipper was 
at Prairie Creek Park, Dallas 23 Dec (?SAs). 
A pair of Black-tailed Gnatcatchers was e. of 
the known range near Choke Canyon, Live 
Oak 1 Jan (WS, MRe, SCo). 

Five Western Bluebirds in Hemphill 29 Dec 
(SP) and one near White River L., Crosby 31 
Dec (BBe, RKo et al.) were noteworthy. 
Mountain Bluebirds wandered eastward to 

Bastrop, where one was seen 21 Dec (PR) and 
7 on 18Jan (BFr). A first for the Trans-Pecos 
was a Clay-colored Robin at Big Bend's Sam 
Nail Ranch 27 Dec+ (CKe, KMc, ph. CLy). 
Other out-of-range Clay-colored Robins in- 
cluded singles on the King Ranch, Kleberg 15 
Dec (TL), at Victoria, Victoria 18 Dec (DMu), 
and at Uvalde, Uvalde 4 Feb (ph. MHe). Sin- 
gle White-throated Robins were near 
Bentsen, Hidalgo 30 Dec OJA), Weslaco 2 
Jan+ ('•FB, JoM, m.ob.), Inn at Chachalaca 
Bend, Cameron 24 Jan O'MRo), Cannon 
Road, Cameron 28 Jan-4 Feb ('•DEn, •'TFu et 
al.), Santa Ana 28Jan-19 Feb ('•m.ob.), Sabal 
Palm, Cameron 28-31 Jan O'JiP, et al.), and 
Bentsen, Hidalgo 10 Feb 0Go, •'MP). There 
were only three previous records for the 
United States. The Blue Mockingbird present 
in Pharr, Hidalgo continued to appear spo- 
radically. Four Bohemian Waxwings were 
found at Humble, Harris 11 Feb (?JWa), and 
although there were rumors of other sight- 
ings from around the state, no documenta- 
tion was provided from other sites. 

Lingering Blue-winged Warblers were at 
Galveston 10 Dec (BE) and Freeport, Brazo- 
ria 19 Dec (MAu). An outstanding record 
was furnished by a Tennessee Warbler at 
Austin, Travis mid-Jan-7 Mar (ph. KF). A 
Nashville Warbler at Cottonwood Camp- 
ground, Brewster 12 Dec (ML) provided a 
first winter record for Big Bend. Two North- 
ern Parulas wintered along the Frio R. near 
Pearsall, Frio (MRe, WS, SCo). Tropical 
Parula sightings of interest included singles 
at Utopia, Uvalde 29 Jan (MHe) and Green 

Lake, Calhoun 15 Dec (ph. WS, DMu). Two 
lingering Yellow Warblers were at Choke 
Canyon Res., McMullen 1Jan (ph. WS, MRe, 
SCo). A Magnolia Warbler was at Sabine 
Woods,Jefferson through at least 5 Feb (EC, 
SM). Black-throated Gray Warblers wintered 
at Big Bend, with singles at Cottonwood 
Campground, Rio Grande Village, and 
Campground Canyon (m.ob.). Providing 
first area winter records were single Black- 
throated Green Warblers in n.-cen. Texas at 

L. Tawakoni 2 Jan+ (RKi, m.ob.) and in the 
Hill Country at Utopia, Uvalde 7 Jan (MHe). 
A Yellow-throated Warbler at Nacogdoches, 
Nacogdoches 6-8 Jan (CMo) provided a rare 
winter record for the Pineywoods. Two 
Black-and-white Warblers lingered through 
the season at White Rock L., Dallas (m.ob.). 
A Worm-eating Warbler at High I., Galveston 
27 Dec ('•L&BF) furnished the first winter 
record for the U.T.C. A Northern Wa- 

terthrush at Brazos Bend, Fort Bend 13 Feb 
(CTL) was a nice find; a Louisiana Wa- 
terthrush banded at Humble, Harris 8 Jan+ 
(LO, ph. DVo et al.) provided a first winter 
record for the U.T.C. The male Gray- 
crowned Yellowthroat present during much 
of 2004 at Sabal Palm, Cameron returned 8 
Dec ('•BMc, m.ob). Lingering Wilson's War- 
blers in the Trans-Pecos included singles at 
McNary, Hudspeth 19 Dec (BZ) and Bal- 
roDrhea S.P., Reeves 22-27 Dec (TJ). Single 
Golden-crowned Warblers were document- 
ed at three Cameron locations: the Los 

Ebanos Preserve 9 Jan-1 Feb OTFu, m.ob), 
Brownsville 18 Jan-4 Mar O'PW, m.ob.), and 
the Inn at Chachalaca Bend 23 Jan-17 Feb 
('•KHa). The male Rufous-capped Warbler 
reported in the fall from Frio remained 
through the season (MRe, m.ob.) Yellow- 
breasted Chats were noted near Damon, Bra- 
zoria 31 Dec+ (RW, C&OB) and Fort Travis, 
Galveston 7 Jan (CTL). 

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES 
Summer Tanagers at separate Harrison loca- 
tions 12 Dec (ERa) and 17 Dec (GLu) pro- 
vided rare winter records for the Piney- 
woods. Similarly unexpected was a Summer 
Tanager in Grayson 28 Dec (BG, BoS). A 
Scarlet Tanager near Cibolo, Guadalupe 10 
Dec (ph. SS) was very unexpected. A first- 
winter male Flame-colored Tanager at 
Pharr, Hidalgo 28 Feb OMCa, ph. ScJ) rep- 
resents the 6th record for the state. Two Ru- 

fous-crowned Sparrows made a surprising 
appearance at L. Worth, Tarrant 25 Jan (DPo 
et al.). Far s. of where they are expected, sin- 

The Colleys'continuing investigations of mangrove stands surrounding South Bay ofthe Laguna Madre, Cameron have 
uncovered what appears to be a sizeable population of Mangrove Warblers. Up to 4, including 2 males, were found 

2 Jan•:. Subsequent searches revealed at least 8 individualsin the area. Bythe end of the season, males appeared to be on 
•totritory. Ihg strongly suggests a resident population•an d there:•re:many tories of additional habitat extending from South 
Padre!, toBoca Chka that has not been •urveyed• 
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gle American Tree Sparrows were found at 
North Padre I., Nueces 19 Dec (ph. MCo), 
Bastrop 2-10 Feb (BFr), and Falls 5 Feb 
(JR). Brewex's Sparrows at Whitsett, Atascosa 
5 Dec (WS) and White River L., Crosby 31 
Dec (DDC, DL) were notable. A Black- 
throated Sparrow was near Post, Garza 26 
Feb (AH). It appears that Baird's Sparrows 
are regular winterers on the Mafia Plateau: 
up to 5 were near Mar[a, Presidio until 6 Jan 
0'm.ob.), and 3 were in w. Jeff Davis 12 
Dec-23 Jan 0'MAu, •ML et al.). A Golden- 
crowned Sparrow was at Lubbock, Lubbock 
18 Dec (•RL, TM). Wandering Hams's Spar- 
rows included one at Laguna Atascosa, 
Cameron 19 Dec (MAN), 2 at Seminole 
Canyon, Val Verde 22 Dec43 Jan (BS), and 
one on w. Galveston I. 16 Feb (JS0. A Slate- 
colored Fox Sparrow was well described at 
Sam Nail Ranch, Big Bend, Brewster 19 Feb 
(•'RKo, BBe, AH); this form has not been ful- 
ly documented in the state to date. A Gray- 
headed Junco near Kerrville, Kerr 26 Dec 
(TSc) provided a rare Hill Country record. A 
Smiths Longspur at Galveston Island S.P., 
Galveston 5 Dec 0'DPe et al.) provided a first 
for the U.T.C. An extraordinarily large flock 
of 750-1000 Smith's Longspurs was noted 
near L. Tawakoni, Rains 16Jan (MWh, DA). 

Continuing the trend noted in the fall, 
Crimson-collared Grosbeaks showed up in 
unprecedented numbers in the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley, with least 4 during the season 
at Weslaco (m.ob.), up to 3 at Pharr, Hidalgo 
through the period (AWl, •m.ob.), a win- 
dow-kill at Brownsville, Cameron 10 Dec 
(•'PBu, •'JiP), at least 3 at Sabal Palm, 
Cameron 16 Dec+ 0'BMc, m.ob.), one at the 
Inn at Chachalaca Bend, Cameron 30 Dec-23 
Jan 0'ABr et al.), and one at Laredo, Webb 16 
Jan (tSCo). A male Northern Cardinal pro- 
vided a rare El Paso record; it stayed through 
the period (BZ). Also of particular interest 
was a nesting record for Northern Cardinal 
from Santa Fe, Galveston (fideJSt), where the 
young fledged on the incredibly early date of 
16 Feb. Blue Buntings were found in five lo- 
cations, with 2 at Laredo, Webb 2-29 Jan 
(WP, tm.ob.), a female at Pharr, Hidalgo 6 
Jan (AWl, •'DBe), a male at Zapata, Zapata 
16-20 Jan 0'MRe et al.), 2 at Santa Aria 17 
Jan+ 0'm.ob.), and one at Bentsen, Hidalgo 
28-29 Jan (RPe, •'MP). Two female- 
plumaged Painted Buntings at Big Bend's 
Cottonwood Campground, Brewster 12 Dec 
(ML) provided a first winter record for the 
park. Lingering Dickcissels included singles 
in Bexar 3 Dec (HR) and San Bernard, Bra- 
zoria 11 Dec (JS0. 

A Rusty Blackbird wandered westward to 
El Paso 2 Jan (ph. JPa). A Common Grackle 
in Ft. Hancock 7 Jan (BZ) was an overdue 
Hudspeth first. An Orchard Oriole at Rio 
Grande Village, Brewster 22 Feb (MF) and a 
Hooded at the same location 28 Jan (DPa) 

furnished first winter records for Big Bend. 
The same was true for a male Hooded Oriole 

at Port O'Connor, Calhoun 30 Jan-23 Feb 
(BFr, PHo). Providing a state first, a Streak- 
backed Oriole was at Bmzos Bend, Fort Bend 
12 Dec+ (BGo, ph. BA, ph. •'GLa, m.ob.). A 
Bullockg Oriole at Midland 12 Jan-3 Feb 
(D&JM) was unexpected. A lingering Balti- 
more Oriole was at L. Ray Hubbard, Dallas 
19 Dec (DH, BG). Following an appearance 
in the same yard two winters ago, a male 
Scott's Oriole was in s. Tarrant 28 Jan (ph. 
EW). The invasion of Purple Finches into 
the state this winter was the largest in 20 
years. The species showed up as far w. as 
Lubbock and Dalhart, Dallam and as far s. as 

Corpus Christi, Nueces. Apparent male 
Cassin's Finches were reported from near 
Canyon L., Coma122Jan (DPu, ph. CH) and 
L. Worth 20 Feb (DPo). Red Crossbills were 
reported in small numbers in the Trans- 
Pecos and High Plains, but a few wandered 
farther into the state to n.-cen. Texas and se. 

to Bastrop 1-25 Dec (MG, PR). An imm. 
male White-winged Crossbill was near Ut- 
ley, Bastrop 1 Dec 0'BFr), providing only the 
8th record for the state. One of the most as- 

tounding finds of the season was a 
Lawrence's Goldfinch at Rockport, Aransas 
21-22 Feb (ph., tD&REd). Single Evening 
Grosbeaks were noted at Camp Wood, Real 
11 Dec (ph. MHe), Lubbock 28Jan (STo), 
and Timbercreek, Randall 17 Feb (KHo). 
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