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he winter season of 2004-2005 was 
characterized by variable tempera- 
tures, with several abnormally warm 

periods interspersed with short bouts of be- 
low-average readings. The season's most se- 
vere outbreak of cold weather occurred dur- 

ing the last week of December. The minimum 
reading at Louisville for the winter was 2 ø F 
on Christmas morning, while 13 ø F was the 
season's minimum at Nashville, recorded both 

25 December and 18 January. Overall, precip- 
itation was near normal, but significant mow- 
stoms were conspicuous by their absence. A 
brief period of above-average precipitation oc- 
curred in early January but did not last long 
enough to increase waterfowl habitat appre- 
ciably. 

Rarity highlights of the season included a 
state-first Bullock's Oriole, a state-second 
Common Ground-Dove, and a likely return- 
ing Spotted Towhee in Kentucky, and a con- 
tinuing Vermilion Flycatcher and two North- 
ern Goshawks in Tennessee. The season's 

most notable concentration of gulls occurred 
off the Mississippi River in northwestern Ten- 
nessee and included no fewer than six species, 
including two California Gulls and up to five 
Iceland Gulls. A remarkable scarcity of hard 
and soft mast crops in some portions of the 
Region resulted in much-reduced numbers of 
some species during the winter. 

LOONS THROUGH SWANS 

The only rare loons reported were ajuv. Pacif- 
ic on L. Barkley, Lyon, KY 18 Dec (?BL), a 
cific and a Red-throated in Henry, IN 13 Feb 
(MI), and 2 Red-throateds in Henry, IN 26 
Feb (MI). Counts of 125 Horned Grebes on 
I_ Barkley, Lyon KY and 200+ on Kentucky L, 
Marshall, KY, both 10Jan (DR), were relative- 
ly impressive mid-winter totals. Eight of the 

annual wintering Eared Grebes at S. Hoiston 
L., Sullivan, IN remained through the period. 
A few American White Pelicans lingered 
through the season, but numbers began build- 
ing again by mid-Feb, with 292 on Kentucky 
L., Calloway, KY 22 Feb (HC). 

An injured Snowy Egret at Ensley Bottoms, 
sw. Shelby, TN 1 Dec (JRW) lingered through 
at least 22 Dec (JRW). Great Egrets are un- 
common to rare in the Region in winter, so re- 
ports of 5 individuals in five Tennessee coun- 
ties, including four in ne. Tennessee, 
represented an exceptional number. Again 
this year, a few Black-crowned Night-Herons, 
rare in Kentucky in winter, wintered in Jeffer- 
son (BWo). 

Winter goose populations in the vicinity 
of Reelfoot L., TN/KY were again high, with 
maximum counts of 3500 Greater White- 

fronteds and 100,000 Snows 22 Jan 
(M.T.O.S.). Scattered reports of small num- 
bers of Ross• Geese in middle and e. Ten- 

nessee have become the norm; this winter, 
one to 7 were reported at six locations. In 
the w. part of the Region, reports of Ross's 
Geese have become so routine as to merit 

little attention; however, three flocks total- 
ing 147 birds in Lake, TN/Fulton, KY 6 Feb 
(JRW) represented an exceptional count. 
Blue-morph Ross's Geese are very rare, so a 
small blue-morph goose in Lake, TN 22 Jan 
(JRW) (the possibility of a Ross's Goose x 
Lesser Snow Goose hybrid could not be 
ruled out) was noteworthy as well. Also of 
note were a number of reports of Cackling 
Geese, recently split from Canada Goose. 
Because our knowledge of field identifica- 
tion and distribution of Cackling Geese is 
still developing, observers are requested to 
document carefully, and ideally to photo- 
graph, any possible Cackling Geese in the 
Region. In Kentucky, one to 35+ were re- 
ported from Ballard (SR), Daviess (DA), 
Trigg (BL), and Warren (ph. DR et al.) in the 
state's w. half, as well as in Bullitt (MMn, 
BP), Jefferson (vt. BY), and Oldham (MS, 
?BP) in n.-cen. Kentucky, In Tennessee, one 
was on the S. Hoiston R., Sullivan, TN 
26-27 Dec (?RK, TM, WC), 2-4 in Wash- 
ington, TN 8-23 Jan (LM, ?RK et al.), one at 
Britton Ford 15 Jan (ph. MT), 2 at Laud- 
erdale W.M.A., Lauderdale, TN 22 Jan 
(JRW), one at Bristol, Sullivan, TN 3-4 Feb 
(KE), 4 at Lauderdale W.M.A., Lauderdale, 
TN 5 Feb (JRW), and 2 in Dyer, TN 19-23 
Feb (MT, ?JRV•, TW). For the 2nd consecu- 
tive year, there were a significant number of 
Mute Swan reports, with one to 21 birds re- 
ported at 11 locales in Kentucky and one to 
8 reported in three w. Tennessee counties 
during the period. The Tundra Swan flock at 
Sauerheber Unit Sloughs W.M.A., Hender- 
son, KY numbered up to 27 birds in early 
Jan (MMr); also reported were 2 imm. Tun- 
dras in Wayne, KY 27 Dec (ph. RDn et al.) 
and an imm. Tundra at London, Laurel, KY 
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Kentucky birders paid particular attention to small Canada 
Geese this winter, the first since the A.O.U. Check-list Com- 
mittee elevated the smaller races to full species status. At 
Bowling Green, one to 9 Cackling Geese were seen off and 
on from mid-December (here 20 December) 2004 through 

24 January 2005. Photogroph byOavidRoemer 

24-26 Jan (GC, ph. RDn). Similarly, 24 dis- 
tant swans at Britton Ford, Big Sandy Unit, 
Iennessee N.W.R. 26 Dec. (JRW, MI) and 
one there 31 Dec (JRW) were fikely Tundra, 
but Trumpeter could not be ruled out. 

DUCKS THROUGH CRANES 
Quite unusual were two mid-winter reports of 
Blue-winged Teal: a female that apparently 
wintered in s. Warren, KY (DR) and a pair at 
Long Point Unit, Reelfoot N.W.R., Fulton, KY 
18 Dec (MG, ph. JRW). A male at Cane Creek 
Park, Cookeville, Putnam, TN 16 Feb (SJS, 
NL, BD) was an unusually carly spring tran- 
sient. Redheads put in a decent mid-winter 
showing, perhap in part as a response to the 
late Dec cold snap. A drake duck thought to 
be a Redhead x Ring-necked Duck hybrid 
was present 2-23 Jan at S. Hoiston L 
m. ob.). 

Surf Scoters were scattered around the Re- 

gion: one to 2 at Ensley Bottoms 9 Dec+ 
0RW); an ad. male on L. Cumberland, Pulas- 
ki, KY 12 Dec (RDn); 8 at S. Hoiston L. 12 
Dec (RK et al.); one at Cane Creek Park, Put- 
nam, TN 12 Dec (SJS); and a female or imm. 
on the Ohio R_ at Louisville 5 Feb (MS, BY). 
The only reported White-winged Scoters 
were singles on S. Hoiston L 22 Jan (TM) 
and in Henry, TN 13 Feb (MT). Single Black 
Scoters were reported from four locations: the 
Ohio [L at Louisville 19 Dec (BP et al.); Ens- 
ley Bottoms 9-12 Dec (ph. JRW); Robco L., 
Shelby, TN 11 Dec (JRW, MT); and Henry, TN 
26 Feb (MT). The only Long-tailed Duck re- 
ported was an ad. male on L. Barkley, Lyon, 
KY 6 Jan (DR). The cold snap in late Dec 
brought with it a flurry of Common Mer- 
ganset reports across the Region, with one to 
? reported from five Kentucky locales 31 
Dec-3 Feb and one to 4 reported from five 
Tennessee sites 26 Dec-9 Jan. 

Ospreys are rare in the Region in winter, so 
reports of single birds from five different e. 
Tennessee counties represent an unusually 
high number. Northern Goshawks are excep- 
tionally rare in the Region at any time of ycar, 
so reports of imms. in Lake, TN 20 Feb (*JRW, 

NM) and at Brainerd Levee, Hamilton, IN 26 
Feb (DJ) were remarkable. There were at least 
a dozen reports of calurus Red-tailed Hawks in 
the Region, representing a fairly typical show- 
ing. Rough-legged Hawks were not numerous 
at Peabody WM.A., Ohio/Muhlenberg, KY this 
winter, with peak counts of only 4 individuals 
on two occasions. One was in Gibson, TN 
14-28 Feb (MG), and another was in Greene, 
TN 18 Feb (DMi). It was a very good ycar for 
Golden Eagles, with singles reported at Bern- 
heim Forest, Bullitt/Nelson, KY 2 (BP) & 28 
Dec (BP, MMn); Land Between the Lakes Na- 
tional Recrcation Area, Lyon, KY 18 Dec (BL); 
Reelfoot L., Lake/Obion, TN 18 Dec+ (CGD, 
•'CS, ph. JRW et al.); near Swi[ton, Wayne, KY 

An incredible collection of vagrant gulls was present in 
Lake County, Tennessee between Reelfoot Lake and the 
Mississippi River from 16 January through the end of the 
winter period. Among the star attractions were at least 

five different Iceland Gulls (top image; 13 February 2005), 
an adult and a first-winter California Gull 19 February, 

three first-winter (here 13 February) and one second-win- 
ter Thayer's Gulls, and three first-winter Lesser Black- 

backed Gulls. PhotogrophsbyJeffR. Wilson. 

27 Dec (SJS); Johnson, TN 30 Jan 0S); and 
Jackson, TN 4 Feb (NL). Wintering Peregrine 
Falcons and Merlins were again prevalent, 
with 9 Peregrines reported from eight coun- 
ties in the Region and 11 Merlins reported in 
nine counties in the Region. 

Three Virginia Rails were hcard at two lo- 
cations in Muhlenberg, KY 2 Jan, suggesting 
wintering (BP, AC, RDn, HC). One at Shady 
Valley, Johnson, TN 19 Feb (LM, DH et al.) 
was also likely wintering. As many as 8 were 
present through the period at Standifer Gap 
Marsh, Hamilton, TN, where they are year- 
round residents (DPt). In what is now an an- 
nual occurrence, the Hiwassee C.B.C. once 
again established a new high count for Sand- 
hill Cranes with 14,610 individuals 1 Jan 
(fide KC). 

SHOREBIRD5 THROUGH WOODPECKER5 
Several shorebird species that are rare in the 
Region in winter were reported in Tennessee. 
Most notable among them were 3-15 Sander- 
lings and 2-3 Western Sandpipers at Ensley 
Bottoms 1 Dec-1 Jan 0RW). Also reported 
were a Greater Yellowlegs in Knox 11 Dec (HH 
et al.) and 3 Spotted Sandpipers---one at the 
Shelby Farms, Shelby 19 Dec (CB) and 2 at 
Nickajack L., Marion 8Jan OH, DJ, JCh). Sin- 
gle Long-billed Dowitchers in Lake and at 
Lauderdale W.M.A., Lauderdale 19 Feb (JRW) 
may have been early spring transients. 

A second-year Laughing Gull likely contin- 
ued from late fall at Kentucky Dam 15 Dec 
(HC, MR) and 10 Jan (DR, RDv, HC). The 
only unusual mid-winter concentration of 
Bonaparte's Gulls was 3500-4000 on L. 
Barkley, Lyon, KY 15 Feb (DR). An incredible 
collection of rare gulls was observed in Lake, 
TN 16 Jan+, including as many as 3 first-win- 
ter Lesser Black-backed Gulls, 3 first-winter 
and one second-winter Thayer's Gulls, a first- 
winter (16 Jan) and an ad. (19 Feb) Califor- 
nia Gull, and as many as 5 first-winter Ice- 
land Gulls (ph. JRW, m. ob.). Also reported in 
Tennessee were an acL Lesser Black-backed 
Gull and a first-winter Grcat Black-backed 

Gull in Henry, TN 26 Dec (JRW, MT). In Ken- 
tucky, one first-winter and up to 2 ad. Thay- 
er's Gulls were detected off and on during the 
scason at Kentucky and Barkley Dams. Single 
ad. and first-winter Lesser Black-backed Gulls 

were also reported off and on during the sea- 
son on Kentucky L and L. Barkley; a first- 
winter bird just e. of the Long Point Unit, 
Reelfoot N.W.R. 21 Feb (ph. MI) provided a 
first record for Fulton, KY. Finally, a first-win- 
ter Great Black-backed Gull was present at 
Kentucky Dam 6-10 Jan (ph. DR. HC). As 
usual, a few Forster's Terns lingered well into 
winter and likely wintered on Kentucky L in 
both states and in Shelby, TN. 

A Common Ground-Dove feeding in a yard 
in e. Jessamine late Dec+ (EB, GB, ph. MMn) 
will provide Kentucky with its 2nd record af- 
ter B.ILC. approval. Single Barn Owls were re- 
ported in three Kentucky counties: Je[ferson 
(DPa), Calloway (HC), and Trigg (BL, PL). 
Short-cared Owl numbers were down this 

winter, with a peak count of only 4 at Peabody 
WM.A., Ohio/Muhlenberg, KY. In Tennessee, 
single Short-eared Owls at Ft. Campbell, 
Montgomery 8 Dec (DMo), in Gibson 24 Dec 
(MG), and at Kingsport 13 Feb (JMo) were 
noteworthy. In Lake, TN and on the 
Obion/Dyer, TN line, up to 5 were reported 
regularly through the season. A Northern 
Saw-whet Owl was banded in Blount, TN 24 
Jan (JG), and another responded to taped calls 
in Morgan, TN 5 Feb (BS). As has become the 
norm, 4 Common Nighthawks lingered 
through at lcast 7 Dec at Vanderbilt Universi- 
ty's incamural fields, Nashville, TN (KO). 

For wintering hummingbirds, the winter 
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2004-2005 season was slightly down relative 
to last year, with at least 33 different birds re- 
ported. Of the 29 that were identified to some 
&gree, there were 17 Rufous, 1 Allen's, 7 
lasphorus, and 3 Rufous/Allen's. The highlight 
was Tennessee's (and the Region's) 5th Allen's 
Hummingbird, an ad. female banded in 
Williamson 5 Dec (BH, ph. CS). Re&headed 
Woodpeckers were scarce throughout most of 
the Region this winter, with only 33 individu- 
als reported on 12 Kentucky C.B.C.s. 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH FINCHES 

The ad. male Vermilion Flycatcher at Hatchic 
N.W.R. (ph. JRW) remained through at least 
14 Dec (MR). An unlucky Blue-headed Vireo 
struck a window and died in Madison, KY 6 
Dec (CO); others were at Memphis 19 Dec 
(DPr) and at Tigrett W.M.A., Dyer, TN 26Jan 
(CB, VR, BWi). Away from the Mississippi R. 
floodplain in w. Tennessee, Loggerhead 
Shrikes have steadily declined, so one in 
Williamson 18 Dec (JMa, RL, JL) was note- 
worthy Two Tree Swallows at Old Hickory L, 
Sumner, TN 15 Dec OHO were unusual early- 
winter lingerers; scattered reports of the 
species 11-26 Feb likely represented early 
spring migrants. Re&breasted Nuthatches 
ended up staging a small to moderate move- 
ment into the Region this winter. 

The season again yielded a significant num- 
ber of reports of passerines that are rare in the 
Region in winter. Twelve House Wrens report- 
ed in eight counties across Tennessee repre- 
sented an exceptional total. Sedge Wrens, too, 
were widely reported, with 7 individuals re- 
ported [rom five Tennessee counties. Marsh 
Wrens are even rarer in winter (but seeming- 
ly on the increase in the Region), so singles in 
White, TN 8 (WB) & 21 Dec (DD, SJS, CM) 
and on the Reelfoot L. C.B.C. 18 Dec (fide 
MG), as well as 2 in Fayette, TN 2 Jan (SM, 
MW), were noteworthy Two Blue-gray Gnat- 
catchers--one in Knox, TN 15 Dec-9Jan (SH) 
and one at Shelby Bottoms, Davidson, TN 18 
Dec (BH)--and a single Gray Catbird at 
Stones 1L National Battlefidd, Rutherford, TN 
8 Dec (BS) were also reported. 

Although Palm Warblers were not as nu- 
merous as during the previous winter, they 
were still fairly widely reportec• Most reports 
were of single birds, although 6 were in 
Hardin, TN 3Jan (MT et al.). Orange-crowned 
Warblers were reported in above-average 
numbers, with 12 reported [rom five counties 
across Tennessee. One of only a few lingering 

summer residents reported in Kentucky dur- 
ing the season was a female Common Yel- 
lowthroat in Ballard 21 Dec (?BP). In Ten- 
nessee, single Common Yellowthroats were 
reported from Cookeville, Putnam 18 Dec 
(GE, MH), Fayette 2Jan (DPr), and Greene 31 
Jan and 26 Feb (DMi). For the 2nd consecu- 
tive winter, a female Summer Tanager visited 
a yard in Munford, Tipton, TN 8 Dec+ (DPr). 

Presumably the same male Spotted Towhee 
that was found in w. McCracken, KY last win- 

ter was present at the same location 21 Dec 
(?BP, SR). In Tennessee, American Tree Spar- 

This Common Ground-Dove (here I March 2005) was pres- 
ent in a Jessamine County, Kentucky yard from late Decem- 
ber 2004 through the end of the period. It represents just 
the second record for Kentucky. Photograph by Mark Monroe. 

rows are rare outside of a few locations in the 

w. part of the state, so reports of 7 individuals 
in four middle Tennessee counties indicated a 

modest invasion. Chipping Sparrows contin- 
ue to increase as winter residents in Ken- 

tucky; one to 40 were reported on 15 C.B.C.s, 
and small flocks lingered at several locales. 
Lincoln's Sparrows are rare in the Region in 
winter, so reports of single birds in Jackson, 
TN 25 Dec (BS, SJS), in Blount, TN 9 Jan 
(CM), and in Rutherford, TN 28Jan (BS) were 
noteworthy. A Lark Sparrow in Sullivan, TN 
22 Jan ($TM, m.ob.) furnished the first con- 
firmed record for he. Tennessee. Lapland 
Longspurs were relatively widespread and 
were reported from no fewer than 11 Ken- 
tucky and seven Tennessee locales, including 
2 in Washington 3 Dec (RK), a rarity for he. 
Tennessee. The cold spdl in late Dec brought 
a few Snow Buntings into n.-cen. Kentucky, 
where one to 9 were reported on three occa- 
sions 23-29 Dec (BP, KCm, JCm); one was 
also reported in Greenville, Greene, TN 27 
Dec ($RK). A tardy male Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak lingered at a yard in Nelson, KY through 
1 Dec (ph. GH); a female in Hamilton, TN 7 
Jan (JSL) appears to represent only the 2nd 
winter record for that county. Also quite tardy 

in departing was an Indigo Bunting in w. Ful- 
ton, KY 4 Dec (HC, ME). 

A Western Meadowlark in s. Warren, KY 14 
Feb (ph. DR) provided the only Kentucky re- 
port; one in Crockett, TN 14 Feb (MG) was 
the only report in Tennessee away from tradi- 
tional locations in nw. Tennessee. Brewer's 

Blackbirds are rare away from the w. part of 
the Region, so the following reports from e. 
and middle Tennessee were noteworthy: 10 in 
White 5 Dec (SJS, WW); one in Cheatham 18 
Dec (FF, JF); up to 30 in Greene Jan+ (DMi, 
DH); and a male in Blount 9 Jan (CM). Ken- 
tucky• star rarity was an ad. male Bullock's 
Oriole that was present in a yard outside of 
Lawrenceburg, Anderson in early Jan+ (ph. 
A&BR et al.). Small numbers of Pine Siskins 
lingered throughout the season; 2-6 were re- 
ported on only four Kentucky C.B.C.s, and 
the peak count was for 40+ in e. Calloway, KY 
in early-mid-Jan (KCo). Purple Finches also 
lingered through winter in small but not sur- 
prising numbers; one to 16 were reported on 
19 Kentucky C.B.C.s, with the peak count 
consisting of ca. 25 in se. Jefferson in mid-late 
Feb (E&JHu). 
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