
he common denominator this sum- 
mer throughout Mexico was the 
heavy rain. Beatty and P•rezgasga re- 

port from Coahuila that the historic "Laguna 
de Mayr•n"--which in the last few centuries 
has been a desert--was dotted with ponds 
this summer. 
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A juv. Coopers Hawk was seen hunting the 
numerous White-winged Doves in the 

Mexico 
Brush-Finch was along Hwy. 16 at km 260, 
w. of Y6cora, Son. 15 Jul (KLG). Several 
Worthen's Sparrows were singing in a 
weedy field near San Rafael, N.L., and in 

Puerto Pefiasc• 

Isle San 
Pedro M•ir 

Alameda park at Saltillo, Coah. 25 Jun 
(HGdS, LASG); Saltillo• introduced Green 
Parakeets and Lilac-crowned and Red- 

crowned Parrots may potentially be food 
sources as well. Ten Double-striped Thick- 
knees were seen in Rancho Los Santos, e. of 
Ciudad Mante, Tamps. in mid-Jun (GW). 
An American Avocet was seen 7Jul feeding 
in a roadside puddle in the desert between 
San Pedro and Cuatrocienegas, Coah. 
(WB). An alternate-plumaged Stilt Sand- 
piper at Estero Tastiota, Son. 21 Jul (KLG) 
provided one of few published records for 
Sonora, though the date is typical for a fall 
migrant. Two Eurasian Collared-Doves 
were 10 km s. of Ciudad Obreg6n, Son. 17 
Jul, and one was w. of Guasave, Sin. 18Jul 
(KLG). On 31 Jul, a group of 12 Military 
Macaws was seen near Salto del Agua Llovi- 
da waterfall, s. Dgo., at 2500 m elevation 
(FVP), and the local inhabitants say that 
there are many active nests in neighboring 
limestone cliffs; this is a privately-owned 
nature reserve and a well-preserved wood- 
land of firs, cedars, junipers, and pines. 
Anna's Hummingbirds continue to be seen 
in Bosque Venustiano Carranza, the urban 
park of Torre6n, Coah. Males were ob- 
served through the summer chasing one 
another, and females, though less notice- 
able, were also seen regularly (WB); this 
species has been seen there year-round for 
the past two-and-a-half years (WB, FVP). A 
Gray-crowned Woodpecker in thornscrub 
and willow riparian habitat along Hwy. 16 
at km 215 at Tecopa, Son. 15Jul was in an 
unusual habitat (KLG). A Rufous-capped 

native bushes bordering the Mexican 
Prairie Dog colony in Zona Sujeta a Con- 
servaciOn EcolOgica La Soledad, N.L 26 
Jun (HGdS, EIE, HB, AP). 

Observers (area compilers in boldface): 
William Beatty, Humberto Befianga, Kim- 
ball L. Garrett, Hector G6mez de Silva, Ed- 
uardo [f•igo Elias, Arvind Panjabi, Luis An- 
tonio Sanchez Gonzalez, Francisco Valde. z 
Perezgasga, Gary Waggerman. 
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wise stated, records are from central Ver- 
acruz. 

Abbreviations/elevations: C.A. (Cerro de 
Acatl•n, 1700 m elevation); E.E. (El Es- 
quilOn, 1100-1200 m elevation); L.C. (Las 
Cafiadas, 1100-1200 m); L.E. (La Esmeral- 
da, 1100-1200 m); L.H. (Los Humeros, 
2300 m); L.M. (Las Minas, 2100 m); L.P (La 
Piedra, at sea level); L.V. (La Vequia, 
1100-1200 m); E1 Mirador (1100-1200 m); 
Panamacani (1100-1200 m); Totutla 
(1100-1200 m); Xalapa (1300 m); Zacamit- 
la (1100-1200 m). 

Two Brown Pelicans were high at Jalpan 
Res., Qro., at 860 m elevation, 3Jul (RP). An 
ad. Cooper's Hawk was seen at the se. edge 
of Totutla 6 Jun, a rare record during the 
breeding season but pan of a small resident 
population in the mts. An ad. Black Hawk- 
Eagle was seen outside of Ixhuatlan del Cafe 
6 Jul, probably the first record for cen. Ver. 
in 60 years. Good numbers of American 

June and July were wet in central Veracruz 
more than normal for recent decades, which 
made for a good breeding season, with a lot 
of insects. Some areas visited in July (e.g., 
coffee plantations around Xalapa and Hua- 
tusco) had experienced good showers and 
thunderstorms, and many plants and grasses 
remained green throughout the dry season 
(unlike in the last few years). Unless other- 

Kestrels were seen at L.H. in Jul, part of a 
small population that breeds in the valley A 
few Peregrine Falcons were seen at L.M. 3 
Jul, possibly a pair. Three Bearded Wood- 
Partridges were observed in an undisturbed 
cloud forest at 1840 m in the Joya del Hielo 
area of the Sierra Gorda Biosphere Reserve, 
Qro. 8 Jun (RP). 

A flock of around 40 Military Macaws 

VOLUME 58 (2004) NUMBER 4 607 



was seen in the canyon of Arroyo E1 Chube- 
je, Qro. 11Jun; they flew in from the ne., the 
direction of S6tano del Barro (this species' 
main breeding and roosting area in Qro.) 
and remained for around half an hour, pre- 
sumably feeding on acorns, before flying 
back toward the he. (RP). Small flocks of 
White-fronted Parrots were seen at L.E. and 
E1 Mirador in Jun and Jul, escaped birds now 
breeding around the area. Several Blue 
Ground-Doves were heard at Zacamitla 25 

Jul, above the altitude given by Howell and 
Webb (1995). Several Gray-fronted Doves 
were seen and heard 6 Jul near Zacamitla, 
again above the altitude given by Howell and 
Webb (1995). Three Black Swifts were re- 
ported from L.P 29 Jul, far below the eleva- 
tion given in Howell and Webb (1995). A 
group of 6 White-naped Swifts flew over the 
sw. part of Mexico City, D.E 9 Jun (MG). 

An ad. Green Violet-ear was at L.C. 23 

Jun, far e. of mapped range. A male 
Sparkling-tailed Hummingbird was reported 
from Chapultepec Primera Secci6n, D.E 11 
& 14 Jun (EHP). A male Magnificent and 3 
male Bumblebee Hummingbirds were feed- 
ing on flowers of a wild bean in a clearing in 
humid oak forest near Jalpan 4Jul (RP). A fe- 
male/immature Broad-tailed Hummingbird 
was seen 5 Jul at Teocelo, e. of the mapped 
range and below the species' normal altitude. 

Singing Yellow-olive Flycatchers were 
found around Xalapa, L.V., E1 Mirador, well 
n. of mapped distribution. A rather tame 
Steller's Jay was in the U.N.A.M. botanical 
garden 19 May (HGdS) and 15 Jun (MG), 
perhaps an •scapee. Two ad. Black-crested 
Titmice were feeding 2 young at L.V. 22 Jun, 
outside their mapped distribution. A singing 
White-bellied Wren was in a shade coffee 
plantation near Mata Obscura (between 
Paso de Ovejas and Huatusco) 18Jul at 1200 
m, far above its expected elevation. Several 
Bewick's Wrens were defending territories at 
L.H. 3 Jul, e. of normal range; if breeding can 
be confirmed, it would be a new nesting 
species for Ver. Several Brown-backed Soli- 
taires were singing and carrying food at L.C. 
23 Jun and 17 Jul, e. of mapped breeding 
range; 3 were singing at Panarnacani (below 
1400) 1 Jul, also e. of mapped range. Three 
Bananaquits were at L.C., above "normal" el- 
evation and n. of the mapped range for the 
species. 

A pair of Cinnamon-bellied Flower- 
piercers nesting at C.A. were seen 5 Jun, e. 
of mapped range and one of few records for 
Ver. (probably the first breeding record). At 
least 10 were in the U.N.A.M. botanical gar- 
den 15 Jun (MG), and several were at and 
around Chapultepec Primera Secci6n 
through Jun (HGdS). Many Black-headed 
Grosbeaks were singing at C.A. 5 Jun and at 
L.M. 3 Jul, e. of mapped breeding range. 
There were many records of Blue Grosbeak 

from various parts of cen. Ver., from singing, 
territorial males to pairs feeding young, all 
outside mapped breeding range. A single 
male Indigo Bunting was seen 5 Jul singing 
and defending a territory, at Teocelo, possi- 
bly an escaped bird. Many individuals were 
seen during Jun and Jul above 1000 m, in lo- 
calities such as L.E., E1 Mirador, Teocelo, 
Xalapa, all higher than devations published 
for breeding birds. Several Black-headed 
Siskins were seen at E.E. (5 Jun) and Teoce- 
lo (5 Jul), e. of mapped range. 

Contributors (area compilers in boldface): 
Jorge Montejo, Amy McAndrews, Hector 
G6mez de Silva, Manuel Grossder, Edmun- 
do Huerta Patricio, Roberto Pedraza. Un- 
credited observations are by Jorge Montejo 
and Amy McAndrews. 

SOUTHERN MEXICO 

crossing on the way up to La Guacamaya 3 
Jul (MDC). 

An ad. Common Raven was seen 2 Jul 
feeding a single imm. near E.C. A small flock 
of Boucard's Wrens was high at around 3000 
m near Cuajimoloyas 18 Jun. Several White- 
1ored Gnatcatchers were seen 1-2 Jul 
around E.C. An ad. Dwarf Vireo was seen at- 

tending nestlings 3 Jul near San Andres 
Huayapan. A pair of Golden Vireos was re- 
ported building a nest 15 Jun near the en- 
trance to M.A. 0M, PR), and many were 
seen and heard around E.C. 1-2 Jul. A 
Louisiana Waterthrush was seen 14 Jul near 
Yuvila (MDC); this is a month earlier than 
prior records for cen. Oax. (Forcey 2002) 
but within the dates of records from se. Vet 
(Wilson & Ceballos 1993) and elsewhere. At 
least one male Hooded Yellowthroat was 

seen singing vigorously near the entrance to 
S.EE 14-16 Jun, the first report of the 
species from this location and an unusually 

asas 
In Oaxaca, a wet summer followed the wet 

spring, said to be the normal pattern, 
though most recent years have been drier. 
Observations are from Oaxaca unless other- 
wise stated. 

Abbreviations: E.C. (El Chilar, 5 km s. of 
Cuicatlfin); M.A. (Monte Albgn); S.EP. (San 
Felipe Park, Oaxaca City). 

Two male Blue-winged Teal were possibly 
summering or very early migrants in the 
large weftand on the s. side of Hvo/200 e. of 
La Ventosa 11 Jul (MDC). An imm. White- 
faced Ibis was reported 18Jul at a pond near 
Ocotlan. An early or summering Osprey was 
at the Huitzo dam 30 Jul (TAC, MAP). A 
Cooper's Hawk was seen soaring above San 
Miguel de Suchixtepec 3 Jul (MDC). Over- 
summering were up to 25 Common Terns 
2-5 km off the coast of Puerto Angel 4 Jul 
(MDC). At least 2 Sparkling-tailed Hum- 
mingbirds were at M.A. 11-19 Jul. A pair of 
Sulphur-bellied Flycatchers was seen 1 Jul at 
Tomellin, the first reported for the Cafiada. 
A White-throated Flycatcher on territory 
was at km 58 above Valle Nacional 14 Jul 
(MDC). A Brown-capped Vireo was at the 
upper Mirador of Hwy. 175 3 Jul (MDC). 
Ten Barn Swallows feeding over the large 
meadow se. of San Crist6bal de las Casas, 
Chis. 9 Jul were early migrants (MDC). An 
American Dipper was seen at the stream 

low elevation at about 1750 m. Two pairs of 
Yellow-winged Tanagers were recorded 1-2 
Jul near E.C. and Tomellin. A Yellow Gros- 
beak was seen 2 Jul near E.C., a first summer 
record from the Canada. A pair of Varied 
Buntings seen 2 Jul near E.C. were the first 
summer record for the species from the 
Carreda. Streak-backed Orioles were very 
common around E.C. 1-2 Jul. A single fe- 
male Orchard Oriole was near Puerto Arista, 
Chis. 10Jul (MDC). 

Observers: Roque Antonio, Teresa Aven- 
daf•o Calvo, Michael D. Carmody, John 
Forcey, Jim Mountjoy, Miguel Angel Perez, 
Pauline Roberts. Uncredited observations 

are by Roque Antonio, John Forcey, and 
Miguel Angel Perez. 

YUCATAN PENINSULA 
Abbreviations: R.S.S. (Rancho San Salvador; 
R.L.B.R.); Coz. (Cozumel, Q. Roo); PT. 
(Peten Tucha, R.L.B.R.); S.E (San Felipe); 
R.L. (R•o Lagartos);J.B.EM. 0ardinBot•nico 
Puerto Morelos), R.L.B.R. (Ria Imgartos 
Biosphere Reserve, Yuc.). 

BOOBIES THROUGH WOOD-QUAIL 
The observation of 3 subad. Brown Boobies 
10 Jul on an offshore rock at s. end of 
Cozumel adds a new species to the island list 
(PL, SM). Iramatures of this species are 
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known to wander after nesting on Banco 
Chinchorro and Arrecife Alacranes, showing 
up in coastal areas around the peninsula in 
low numbers. Seven American White Peli- 

cans were reported at Celestfn, Yuc. 9 Jun 
(DB), and 3 others were in the estuary there 
22 Jul, one of which was missing a wing 
(BM, LG). This particular group had been 
reported there since Jun (kG). There is a 
record of one on the sandbar with flamingos 
7 Jun 1979, when the species was known 
only as a transient through the peninsula. 
An ad. Black-crowned Night-Heron reported 
l 1 Jul on Coz. along the beach at Ocddental 
Cozumel Resort (PL, SM) adds yet another 
species to the island's list. To date, nesting of 
this species on the peninsula has only been 
confirmed in the Laguna de T•rminos area, 
Camp. Two subad. Jabirus were observed 
feeding with a flock of herons and egrets in 
a pond just s. of entrance to ET. 11 Jun 
(BM). Sightings of this species in the area 
during the past year suggest that one pair is 
nesting successfully nearby. Five ad. and one 
juv. Lesser Yellow-headed Vultures flew low 
over road near entrance to ET. 11 Jun (BM). 
The numbers ofjuvs. indicate that it nests in 
the area, along with Black and Turkey Vul- 
tures. Approx. 3000 Greater Flamingos were 
feeding at Uaymitfn 29 Jul (BM). This year, 
12,000 flamingo chicks hatched at R.L.B.R., 
after two years of no reproduction due to 
high tides and the intrusion of a jaguar. 
There is also evidence that many flamingos 
crossed over from the Zapata peninsula, 
Cuba to nest as a result of extreme drought 
conditions there. 

Five resident Black-bellied Whisding- 
Ducks were seen flushing from a pond at 
R.S.S. 11 Jun (BM). A single ad. Crane 
Hawk was observed being harassed by Yu- 
catfin Woodpeckers and Yucatan Jays 16 Jul 
along paved highway about midway be- 
tween Xcalak and Mahahual, Q. Roo (DM). 
Two pairs of Common Black-Hawks, one 
with a juv., were observed in R.LB.R. 29Jul 
(BM). One Great Black-Hawk was perched 
on a snag at Rancho Xpanatoro, 4 km s. of 
entrance to San Felipe, Yuc. 11 Jun (BM), 
and a pair was similarly perched at R.S.S. 12 
Jun (BM). A single Zone-tailed Hawk with 
very worn tail feathers was observed at Ce- 

lestfin 20 Jul (AD), and a Merlin was re- 
ported there on 9Jun (DB), quite an unusu- 
al date. A covey of 3-4 Spotted Wood-Quail 
was seen on a rural road running through 
undisturbed forest near Laguna Bacalar, Q. 
Rot 18Jul (DM). 

PLOVERS THROUGH TERNS 
Ten Wilson's and 4 juv. Semipalmated 
Plovers were on a sandbar in the estuary at 
R.LB.R. 29 Jul. They were all considered to 
be migrants, as resident Wilson's Plovers are 
usually found in small family units. Later the 
same da)• a total of 30 Wilson's, combined 
with Semipalmated Plovers, were at 
Uaymitfn (BM). Interestingly, 12 Semi- 
palmateds were reported as early as 17Jul at 
various spots along the beach between 
Xcalak and Mahahual, Q. Roo (DM). A 
Killdeer observed in a roadside field at R.S.S. 

11 Jun (BM) was from the small local popu- 
lation that nests in the area. A Greater Yel- 

lowlegs near ET. 11 Jun (BM) and another 
near Celestfin 21 Jul (BM) were apparently 
oversummering in the area, while the Willet 
in R.L.B.R. 29 Jul (BM) and 2 others at 
Uaymitfn 29 Jul (BM) were migrants from 
the north. One of the earliest shorebird ar- 

rivals each year is Spotted Sandpiper, of 
which 3 were still in breeding plumage at 
Celestfn 17-20 Jul (AD). Ruddy Turnstone 
is another species that summers in the Re- 
gion, but the 6 at Uaymitfn 29 Jul, in tran- 
sitional plumage, may well have been re- 
turning migrants (BM). Some 50 Least 
Sandpipers in R.L.B.R. estuary 29Jul and 20 
at Uaymitfn 29 Jul were dearly returning 
migrants (BM). 

Two days after a heavy storm hit the cen- 
tral Q. Roo coast, a probable Pomarine 
Jaeger was seen over the beach at Maroma, 
Q. Roo 12 Jun (BR). A single Forster's Tern 
was reported at Celestfn 9 Jun (DB), and 4 
Least Terns were observed in Uaymitfn 29 
Jul (BM). Two pairs were reported on the 
beach at Punta Maroma 7 Jun; one had 2 
chicks in a nest (BR). Several appeared to be 
nesting 8 Jul at the s. end of Coz., while 5 
Bridled Terns and 15 Brown Noddies were 

both at rest and flying around on the off- 
shore rock nearby 10Jul (PL, SM). 

HUMMINGBIRDS THROUGH MUNIAS 
A [emale Ruby-throated Hummingbird at 
R.S.S. 12 Jun was very late returning north- 
ward---or else was spending the summer in 
the area (SF). Belted Kingfishers, often ear- 
ly migrants, were reported twice: single fe- 
males at Celestun 17 & 20Jul (AD) and at 
R.L.B.R. 29 Jul (BM). Another new species 
for the R.L.B.R. was a single Northern 
Barred-Woodcreeper sighted in a forested 
area behind El Cuyo 26 Jun (SF). A single 
Piratic Flycatcher was seen at Carwash 
Centre on the road to Coba, Q. Rot 13 Jul 
(DM). This South American migrant is a 
rarity in the state of Yuc. but may be expect- 
ed in the forests of Q. Rot. A late Eastern 
Kingbird moving northward was seen 
perched at San Fefipe 11 Jun (SF). A diffi- 
cult-to-find Thrush-like Schiffornis was lo- 

cated at Punta Maroma 9 Jun (BR). A Black- 
crowned Tityra was reported 14Jul on Hwy 
307 in good forest between Felipe Carrillo 
Puerto and Limones, Q. Rot (DM). Purple 
Martin and Barn Swallow appear to be in 
constant migration over the peninsula. 
Three Purple Martins were perched on wires 
on the road between R.L. and S.E 12Jun (SF, 
BM), while 3 Barn Swallows flew over R.S.S. 
11 Jun (BM); about 30 more (mostly juvs.) 
were on wires 10 km to the w. on 11 Jun (SF, 
BM), and 2 flew over the estuary at R.LB.R. 
29 Jul (BM). 

A rare report of a Critically Endangered 
species, a Cozumel Thrasher was seen in 
flight across the road 10 Jul between the Oc- 
cidental Cozumel Resort Hotel and the large 
pond about 2 km to the n. on the e. side of 
the road (PL, SM). On 9 Jul, Villanova Uni- 
versity and the American Bird Conservancy 
announced that a team of field biologists, 
working in conjunction with the Mexican 
counterpart of the Island Endemics Institute, 
spoued a single Cozumel Thrasher in Jun 
(<http://oikos.villanova.edu/cozumel/sta- 
tus.html>). The most recent confirmed 
sighting of the species had been in 1998. A 
single Black Catbird was found at Celestfin 
9 Jun (DB). 

Other early migrants this season included 
2 Yellow-throated Warblers at Celestfn 5Jul 
in mangroves at the Visitors' Center (FC, 
LG, Rk). Another was seen on Coz. 11 Jul 
(PL, SM). A male Black-and-white Warbler 
was at Celestfn 21 Jul along with a male 
Prothonotary Warbler (FC, Rk). An ex- 
tremely late date was registered for 2 male 
Scarlet Tanagers at Hacienda San Jos• 
Cholul, e. of M•rida, Yuc. 13 Jun (JA). A 
male Crimson-collared Tanager, possibly 
an escapee, was found 7Jun atJ.B.PM. (BR); 
this is a species not previously recorded for 
the peninsula. Blue-gray Tanagers seem to 
be making a comeback in n. Yucatan. Three 
were reported in the park plaza at Cdestfin 
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