described Rusty Blackbird was seen at Corn
Cr. 23 Mar (¥M&]C) for a rare Regional
record. Common Grackles are somewhat regu-
lar in n. Utah, but one at Cedar City 10 May
was in the s. part of the state, where rare (SS).
A female Bronzed Cowbird made its 3rd con-
secutive spring appearance at Red Hills G.C.
7-14 May (LT, RE J&KB). Orchard Orioles are
very rare in the Great Basin, so a female at
Miller's R.A. 22-25 May was an exciting find
(ph. GS, BD). Northerly Hooded Orioles were
at Miller's R.A. 15 May (GS, DT, JBk) and
along the Truckee R., Reno 30 May (JA); a
slightly northerly Hooded was in Cedar City,
Iron, UT 18-24 Apr (CC). Baltimore Orioles
are one of the scarcer regular vagrants in the
Region, so 3 this spring, all females and all in
Nevada, were quite nice: at Tonopah Ceme-
tery, Nye 15 May (GS, DT, JBk), at Warm
Springs, Lincoln 16 May (JW), and Corn Cr.
22-23 May (DT, RSa). Scotts Oriole may be
somewhat regular but is seldom found in n.
Nevada; one at Lakeview in Carson City, NV
15 May was noteworthy (PF). Last but not
least, Lawrence’s Goldfinch made two appear-
ances: one at Corn Cr. 28 Apr (MSM) and a
mist-netted male along the Santa Clara R. be-
low Gunlock Res., Washington, UT 7 May (KD,
ph. CP, ph. PL). The Santa Clara R. bird fur-
nishes Utah’s 2nd documented record.

Cited observers and contributors: Carol
Amos, John Anderson, David Armstrong, Bob
Atwood, Jay Banta (JBa), Glenn Barlow, Jason
Beason (JBe), Joel & Kathy Beyer, Jack Binch
(JBi), Nancy Bish, Don Blake, Jim Boone
(JBo), John Brack (JBk), Je Anne Branca
(JBr), Richard Brune, John Cavitt (JCa), K.C.
Childs (KCQ), Jack Cochran (JCo), Kristen
Comella (KCo), Marion & James Cressman,
Carol Cwiklinski, Carol Davis, Nicky Davis,
Keith Day, Lina DiGregorio, Phil Douglas,
Bob Dunn, Jim Eidel, Peter Fairley, Brent
Farnsworth (BFa), Bill Fenimore (BFe), Ted
Floyd, Rick Fridell, Richard Gibbs, Lu Gid-
dings, Bob Gotschall, Dana Green, Bill Hart
(BHa), Robert Haupt, Mona Hill, Eric Huish,
Bob Huntington (BHu), Melisa Karns, Pam
Larson, Tim Lenz, David Lukas, Bob Mac-
Dougall, Martin Meyers (MMe), John Mor-
gan, Megan Morvilius (MMo), Colby Neu-
man, Kerry Noonan, Mike Ottenbacher, Fred
Petersen, Cordell Peterson, Stephen Peterson,
Debbie & Randy Pontius, Jeff Prisbey, Kristin
Purdy, Laurie Rasmussen, Amos Rehm, Bruce
Robison, Tuula Rose, Michael San Miguel Jr.
(MSM), Rick Saval (RSa), Martin Schijf
(MSc), Greg Scyphers, Dennis Serdehely
(DSe), Charlie Sheard, Bryan Shirley, Dennis
Shirley (DSh) Joe & Julie Silvestri, Robert
Sims (RSi), Mark Stackhouse (MSt), Steve
Summers, Jane Thompson, Carolyn Titus,
Larry Tripp, Dennis Trousdale, Jack Walters,
David Wheeler, Kevin Wheeler, Simone
Whitecloud, Richard & Jill Wood. &
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nusual weather patterns in March
l l and April brought scattered, some-

times heavy precipitation to New
Mexico, but pervasive drought conditions re-
turned in May. Meanwhile, like Rick’s Café in
the film Casablanca, everybody comes to the
“Melrose Trap,” and this season that included
two first state records, numerous other rari-
ties, and many happy birders. Statewide, three
species—Barred Owl, Black-capped Vireo,
and Golden-crowned Warbler—were added
to the list in spring 2004.

Abbreviations: B.L.N.W.R. (Bitter Lake
N.W.R.); Bosque (Bosque del Apache N.WR.),
EB.L. (Elephant Butte Lake); K.K. (Katfish
Kove, private ponds and trees adjacent to
Mimbres R., nw. Luna); Maxwell (Maxwell
N.WR. and vicinity); N.R.T. (n. Roosevelt mi-
grant trap near Melrose); R.G.N.C. (Rio
Grande Nature Center, Albuquerque); R.G.V.

(Rio Grande Valley); R.S. (Rattlesnake Springs
area, Eddy).

LOONS THROUGH FALCONS

Showing admirable staying power, 2 Red-
throated Loons from the winter season re-
mained at Ute L. into Mar (JEP, JO) and were
last seen 22 Mar (DC); a Pacific remained
there until 30 Mar (DC). A sad sight was a
Common Loon with a fishing swivel hanging
from its bill at E.B.L. 7 Mar (MS, ]Z); notably
late Commons were singles at Sunland Park
12 May (JNP), Clayton L. 19 May (PL, SM)
and Ute L. 24 May (DC). American White Pel-
icans were relatively widespread, with 1000 at
EB.L 8 Apr (WW) the high count; 4 found
dead at L. Avalon 28 Mar had been shot (SW)
Neotropic Cormorants continued to decline
in the R.G.V,, where no nesting was reported,
unexpected was one in the Pecos Valley at L
Avalon 8 Mar (ph. SD). A Double-crested Cor-
morant wandered w. to Lordsburg 26 Mar
(JER, JO). New Great Blue Heron breeding lo-
cales included four nests at Morgan L. 30 Apr
(AN) and three nests at Quemado L. 23 Apr
(DS); 20 mests were active at Watrous in Apr
(DS). Great Egrets continued to increase in
numbers and localities, including singles n. to
El Vado L. 8 May (DS) and w. to Tyrone 23
May (EL) and 2 in the Sacramento Mis. at
Capitan 17 Apr (JO); high count was 30 at
Bosque 24 Apr (SW). Black-crowned Night-
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Herons invaded Clovis, where 40-100 were
reporied 14-20 May (BN, WW, PL) and seven
nests were found 26 May (S. Hendershot).
Single ad. Yellow-crowned Night-Herons
were at Albuquerque 29 May (NC, SC) and at
Tatum 20 May (PL, ph. JO, vt. SM). Single ad.
Glossy Ibis were documented at Bosque 15
Apr (ph. JO) and Ute L. 23 May (ph. DC);
other reports never got beyond the Internet
ether. Two White-faced 1bis that wintered at
Belen were still there 5 & 13 Mar (JO, JEP).
Notably late was a [lock of 5 Snow and 2
Ross’s Geese at Columbus 27 May (WH). Last
of the winters Tundra Swans were one at
E.BL. 12-13 Mar (JEP, ph. JO) and 5 at
Maxwell 19 Mar (DC). The popular Eurasian
Wigeon that wintered at Albuquerque’s Mari-
posa Park was last seen 11 Mar (W. Kuehn).
Single Surf Scoters paused briefly at E.B.L. 10
Mar (SD) and Springer L. 28 Apr (ph. DCJ; a
Long-tailed Duck was at Ute L. 12 Mar (JEP).
A female Barrow’s Goldeneye was e. to Stub-
blefield L. 13 Mar (DC), where one had been
reported in Jan.

Migrant Ospreys were found statewide, in-
cluding such fishless places as El Morro 10
Apr (CJG), near Pie Town 18 Apr (SOW), and
the Peloncillo Mts. 6 Apr (CL); 16 pairs were
nesting in n. New Mexico by mid-May (DS),
up from zero prior to 1990. Mississippi Kites
continued to colonize villages, woodlots, and
golf courses in the east, including 4 at Nara
Visa 21 May (JO) and one at Kenna 10 May
(BN, DE); at least 5 were in the Conchas Dam
area 8 May (CR), while in the middle R.G.V,
one to 2 were near Bernalillo 21 May (RD),
Corrales 23 May (WH), and Peralta 28 May
(E. Nufiez). A Gray Hawk at Rodeo 25 Apr
(RW, RAR) provided a local first; one to 2
were in Guadalupe Canyon 24 Apr+ (RB, NP,
RV), where possibly now regular. Common
Black-Hawks continued to appear e. and n. of
historic range, including a pair at Santa Rosa
7 May (JK), one on the upper Pecos R. near
Sena 21 Apr (JD), and a nest on the Canadian
R. near Sabinoso 13 Apr (JA); noteworthy for
the R.G.V. were 2 at Escondida 29 Mar (NC),
while one to 2 were at KK. 17 & 20 Apr
(LM), where the Mimbres R. goes under-
ground. Continuing a middle R.G.V. trend, a
Harris’s Hawk was n. to Luis Lopez 14-24 Mar
(ph. JO). Swainson’s Hawks arrived on sched-
ule, with nearly simultaneous reports from
numerous locales from Lordsburg to Clayton
26-31 Mar; impressive were about 80 in a
Bosque field 10 Apr (JEP, JWS). One to 2 na-
tive Aplomado Falcons persisted in sw. New
Mexico; a report of an apparent Aplomado in
unlikely habitat—Guadalupe Mts., Eddy—7
May (KC) is difficult to evaluate.

QUAIL THROUGH OWLS

A vocal Northern Bobwhite at Santa Fe 23
Mar (ph. S. McDowell) likely was an escapee.
A Common Moorhen was n. to Isleta 7 & 18

May (BN, DE, JO). Two Black-bellied Plovers
at Maxwell 3 May (DC) furnished the only re-
port. An American Golden-Plover was at
Zuni 26 Mar (CJG). Snowy Plovers away from
traditional areas included 2 at Ute L. 17 May
(DC), 4 at Hudson L., Quay 24 May (DC), and
2 at Tacumcari L. 25 May (WW). Surveys for
other species found 29 Mountain Plovers at
14 sites in w. Union 27 Mar—7 Apr (S. Fellows,
CR, WH); at least one chick was at Vermejo
Park, Colfax 26 May (ph. DC), and 2 chicks
were at Santo Domingo 18 May (JNS). Black-
necked Stilts following the “build it and we
will come” credo produced six nests on the
Sunland Park racetrack infield 12 May (JNP),
two nests at the Lordsburg sewage ponds 21
May (AC, NM-C), and one nest at the Colum-
bus sewage ponds 29 May (SOW). Peripheral
Solitary Sandpipers included singles at K.K.
23 Apr (JO) and Tyrone 3 May (EL); the high
count was 4 at Santa Fe 26 Apr (JNS). Unusu-
al were 3 Willets at Mountainair 29 Apr (JO);
high count was 84 at Bosque 23 Apr (JEP). An
Upland Sandpiper near
Causey 5 May (TM)
provided a rare spring
report. A good Whim-
brel season found 3
each at Morgan L. 30
Apr (ph. JR) and
Springer L. 30 May
(CR), 2 at Maxwell 24
Apr (DC), and one at
Bosque 17 Apr (JEP, ph.
JO). Single Hudsonian
Godwits were at
Bosque 9 May (JEP, ph.
JO) and B.LN.WR. 12
May (JEP). An impres-
sive 81 Marbled God-
wits were grounded by
a storm at Maxwell 24
Apr (DC). A bright
Ruddy Turnstone at
Maxwell 10 May (ph.
DC) provided the state’s 8th spring record.
Well described were 2 Semipalmated Sand-
pipers w. to Belen 4 May (RB, NP). Eight
White-rumped Sandpipers were at B.L.N.WR.
15 May (JEP). Late migrant Dunlin were sin-
gles at Morgan L. 30 Apr (ph. JR) and Hollo-
man L. 19 Apr (MS, ph. JZ); the high count
was 6 at BL.N.WR. 9 Apr (WH, GW). Single
Red Phalaropes were at Stinking L. (DS) and
Bosque (BN, DE) 8 May.

Rare gulls included a first-year Laughing
Gull at Clovis 28 May (JEP) and an ad. Mew
Gull at Stubblefield L. 14-19 May (ph. DC).
Franklins Gulls w. of usual included 35 at
Buckhorn 21 Apr (EL), 22 at Tyrone 25 Apr
(EL), and 3 near Road Forks 17 Apr (EL). A
high 18 California Gulls were at Stinking L. 8
May (DS). A scarce migrant in New Mexico,
single Caspian Terns were at Cochiti L. 18 Apr

(MMR) and Clovis 20 May (PL, ph. JO, vt.

LNEWS

SM). Unusually high counts for Forster’s
Terns occurred on 28 Apr, with 51 at Springer
L. (DC) and 79 at Cochiti L. (M. Watson); late
were one at Stubblefield L. (DC) and 2 at
B.L.N.WR. (SOW) 31 May. Wandering Least
Terns were one at Bosque 15 Apr (JO) and 2
there 17 Apr (JEP), plus singles at Kenna 17
Apr (JO) and Clovis 28 May (JEP); up to 5
were at Brantley L. 21 May (JEP), where the
species summered in 2003.

A Band-tailed Pigeon was a surprise at Ra-
dium Springs 1 May (MS, ph. JZ). Eurasian
Collared-Doves have completed their con-
quest of New Mexico, with reports this season
from San Juan e. to Union and s. to Hidalgo
and Lea; they are now conspicuous in most
every cily, town, and village as well as ranch-
es, farms, and other isolated sites (e.g., Nutt).
One to 2 White-winged Doves were n. to
Farmington and Blanco (AN), as well as to
Maxwell 20-28 Apr (ph. DC). Inca Doves are
now established from Albuquerque south-
ward; n. was a pair at Cerrillos 1 Apr (LS). En-

New Mexico’s first conf‘ rmed Black-capped Vireo was found by Joe Sandberg
at the “Melrose Trap” in northern Roosevelt County, where it was present
1 (here) through 2 May 2004. Photograph by E. Louis Cuellar.

couraging were reports of one Common
Ground-Dove near Rincon 9 May (MS, ph. JZ)
and 3 at a Rodeo farm 25 Apr (RW, RAR). A
Ruddy Ground-Dove made a brief Deming
appearance 14 Apr (LM). Peripheral Yellow-
billed Cuckoos were singles at Galisteo 29
May (JB), Clayton L. 31 May (CR), and N.R.T.
16 & 23 May (JEP). A season of surprises pro-
duced a Groove-billed Ani in Milnesand 30
Apr (K. Bailey, R. Thompson, P. Whiting),
New Mexico’s first since 1994.

The state-first Eastern Screech-Owl, pres-
ent at Portales since Nov, continued to attract
birders through the spring, including 30 May
(BN, DE). Up to 3 EIf Owls were in Dark
Canyon, Eddy 31 May, where some 30 nest-
boxes were installed to assist that pioneering
population (R. Dickerman). Nicely docu-
mented, and long overdue, was a state-first
Barred Owl at Galisteo 29 May (ph. JB); the
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apparently lone individuval remained into Jun.
Noteworthy was a pair of Long-eared Owls in
Skull Canyon, Peloncillo Mts. 30 Mar (E.
Rominger).

NIGHTJARS THROUGH VIREGS

Considerably n. of known range, up to 4 Less-
er Nighthawks were in the Conchas Dam area,
where seen and heard willing 8 & 25 May
(CR, WW). Peripheral Whip-poor-wills were
a vocal 2 in Cienega Canyon, Sandia Mts. 17
May (JEP) and one or more in the Manzano
Mts. 19 May (JA). Broad-billed Humming-
birds n. of Guadalupe Canyon were a male in
PO. Canyon 20 Mar-31 May (CL) and 4 in
Skeleton Canyon 8 May (fide AC). Lucifer
Hummingbirds returned to PO. Canyon 28
Mar, and up to 7 were there by 30 Apr (CL).
Historically, neither Calliope nor Rufous
Hummingbirds were expected in spring in
New Mexico, but recently this has been
changing: this season found a Calliope at
Deming 11 Apr (LM) and a Rufous there 19
Apr (LM), while Rufous passed through PO.
Canyon 27 Mar-21 Apr, including 5 there 19
Apr (CL).

Belted Kingfishers suggestive of local breed-
ing were one at Corrales 23 May (WH) and 2
at Albuquerque 30 May (JEP). Far s. was a
Lewiss Woodpecker in Clanton Canyon 14
Apr (SOW); the one that wintered at Deming
was last seen 30 Apr (LM). Red-headed Wood-
peckers where seldom reported were 2 each
below Conchas Dam 8 May (CR), near Santa
Rosa 19 May (WW), and Seneca 31 May (CR).
Far e. and a first for Lea was an Acorn Wood-
pecker at Tatum 20 May (PL, ph. JO, vt. SM),
other Acorns of note were one at Santa Fe 27
May (MMR) and several sw. of Dulce at Cedar
Springs Campground 20 May (J. Beason). Late
so far s. was a Red-naped Sapsucker at Tyrone
23 May (EL). Pairs of Arizona Woodpeckers
were in four canyons in the seldom-visited n.
Peloncillo Mts. this season, including a nest in
Brushy Canyon 13 May (CL).

A Greater Pewee made a rare—and brief—
stop in the Peloncillo Mts. 10 May (CL); no-
tably early was an undetailed one in the Pinos
Altos Mts. 8 Apr (CJG). Rare in spring, a Least
Flycatcher was at Boone's Draw 15 May (CB).
Noteworthy was a Gray Flycatcher pair nest-
building in the Guadalupe Mits. near Queen
7-8 May (KC); the species continues to ex-
pand s. and e. of historic range. Black
Phoebes, only recently established n. to San
Juan and Colfax, returned to Farmington 10
Mar (AN), Springer 19 Mar (DC), and near
Cimarron by 17 Apr (DC). Eastern Phoebes
were unusually conspicuous in w. Union,
where there were 8 singing males and two
pairs in the Folsom area 7 Apr (WH). Vermil-
ion Flycatchers maintained their beachhead
in the ne., with 8 in the Conchas Dam area 8
May (CR, WW); elsewhere in the e., singles
were at Sumner Dam 20 May (MMRY), Tolar 31

May (BN, DE), and Milnesand 18 Apr (CR). A
Great Kiskadee made a one-day visit to R.S.
16 May (SW, CB, ]. Black); there are now
about five satisfactory New Mexico reports.
Rare s. to Roosevelt in spring, 3 Eastern King-
birds were at Boone’s Draw 29 May (JEP), and
another was at N.R.T. 20 & 23 May (SM, JEP).
An ad. Northern Shrike lingered at
Maxwell 19 Mar (DC). A White-eyed Vireo
strayed to B.L.N.WR. 16 Apr (JEP), and an-
other was at N.R.T. 30 Apr-3 May (m.ob.),
where it was quickly overshadowed by the
state’s first confirmed Black-capped Vireo 1-2
May (J. Sandberg, ph. LC, vt. JO, m.ob., many
ph.). A singing Yellow-throated Vireo was
near RG.N.C. 24-30 May (RG, JEP, skeich
MR). At least one Red-eyed Vireo was at
N.R.T. on various dates 1425 May (m.ob.).

JAYS THROUGH WARBLERS

Two Blue Jays along Gallinas Cr. at Las Vegas
20 May (WW) suggested that the species may
have spread to that city. Two migrant Purple
Martins were at Isleta 8 Apr (JO); maintaining
their presence in the Sangre de Cristo Mits.
were 9 w. of Raton 7 May (DC). Far e. was a
Violel-green Swallow at N.R.T. 9 May (CR).
Bushtits were nest-building in an exotic pine
on Albuquerque’s formerly treeless west side
30 Mar (WH). Carolina Wrens seem to be
persisting in the middle R.G.V,, with one
singing near Los Lunas 15-30 Apr (DH). A
vocal House Wren at Percha 20 Mar (JEP)
likely wintered locally. Always noteworthy,
single Winter Wrens were at Belen 2 Mar
(WW) and R.S. 30 Mar (SW). A Marsh Wren
was singing below Conchas Dam 25 May
(WW). Two Black-tailed Gnatcatchers were n.
to the E.B.L. area 10 Apr (JEP), where recent-
ly dependable; in the sw., one was in the Lit-
tle Hatchet Mts. 7 May (LM), and a pair was
at Hatchet Gap 28 May (SOW). Although not
reflected in current literature, Eastern Blue-
birds have quietly colonized the R.G.V,, with
recent breeding reports from Santa Fe to Doa
Ana; this season, one was inspecting cavities
at Corrales 7 Mar (WH), and a pair was there
23 May (CR), a pair was tending fledglings at
R.G.N.C. 13-16 May (JNS, CMB, RD), and an
adaptable pair near Radium Springs nested in
an agave stalk, feeding nestlings there 1-2
May (MS, ph. JZ). With only about three sat-
isfactory records (one confirmed), Gray-
cheeked Thrush is our rarest thrush; this sea-
son, one was well described at Amistad 19
May (PL, SM), and another was at N.R.T. 17
May (M. Patten) & 23 May (CB). Unexpected
and a Torrance first was a male Varied Thrush
at Torreon 11 Apr (V. Murphy). A Gray Cai-
bird at PO. Canyon 7 May (CL) provided a lo-
cal first. A Brown Thrasher was w. to Cerrillos
29 Mar-25 Apr (A. Fenner, LS). Crissal
Thrashers beyond expected range were one n.
to Tesuque 23 Mar (S. Tanner) and a pair e. to
B.LN.WR. 16 Apr (JEP). Among the numer-

ous late lingering Cedar Waxwings were 40 at
Socorro 25 May (JEP), 18 at Bernardo 28 May
(RD), and 30 at Albuquerque 30 May (JEP).
One to 2 Phainopeplas were ne. to BLN.WR.
7-28 May (JO, GW, JEP).

An exciting warbler season produced an
unprecedented 6 Golden-winged Warblers,
with singles at Galisteo 22 May (JB), R.G.N.C.
12 May (sketch MR, CMB), Socorro 8-May
(JWS, BN, DE, DH), N.RT. 13 May (JEP),
Clovis 19 May (WW), and R.S. 13 May (BN,
DE), plus a Blue-winged Warbler at Tijeras
1-2 May (CMB, JEP, ph. JO). Single Ten-
nessees were at Galisteo 20 May (JB) and
N.R.T. 16 May (JEP, vt. JO). Noteworthy was
a Lucy’s Warbler at Columbus 18 Mar
(B&DM); another was in the Little Hatchet
Mts. 28 May (SOW). Northern Parulas in-
cluded singles near Madrid 8 May (BF), San
Marcial 20 May (RD), N.R.T. 25 May (B), and
RS. 16 May (CB). Chestnut-sided Warblers
made a strong showing, with singles at
R.G.N.C. (K. Schneider), Socorro (BN, DF,
JEP, JO), Vaughn (ph. JO), NR.T. (JO, PL,
SM), Boone’s Draw (JO, PL, vt. SM), and R.S.
(JEP) 7-21 May. A Magnolia Warbler was at
N.R.T. 25 May (JB), where there was a Black-
throated Green 23 May (CB). Single Black-
throated Blues were at Mesilla 5 Apr (B&DM)
and N.RT. 19 May (PL); early was a Black-
throated Gray above Kingston 27 Mar (JEP).
Scarce in spring, single Hermit Warblers were
in the Burro Mts. 27 Apr (JD) and Skeleton
Canyon 8 May (fide AC). Single Palm War-
blers were at Eldorado 28 Apr (G. Johnson),
BLLN.WR. 23 Apr (GW), RS. 16 Apr (JEP),
and at Hudson L. between Logan and Tucum-
cari 22 Apr (DC), the latter of the hypochrysea
race. A male Blackpoll Warbler was a surprise
at R.S. 9 May (KC). From the R.G.V. eastward
there were single Black-and-white Warblers at
six sites 23 Apr-19 May and single American
Redstarts at nine sites 1-25 May (m.ob.). Sin-
gle Prothonotary Warblers were at Galisteo 22
May (JB) and Percha 26 May (GE). A good
Ovenbird season found singles ar Corrales,
Galisteo, Madrid, Fort Sumner, Bosque Re-
dondo, and N.R.T. 8-25 May (m.ob.). North-
ermn Waterthrushes in obscure locales included
singles at Yeso 16 May (JO) and Tyrone 1 May
(EL). One or more Hooded Warblers were at
N.R.T. 20-30 May (m.ob., ph. JO) and Hills-
boro 30 Apr (BF). The warbler of the season
was a well-documented Golden-crowned
Warbler at N.R.T. 8-10 May (JEP, B. Parmeter,
ph. JO, m.ob., many ph.), a New Mexico first
and the first U.S. record away from s. Texas.

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES

Summer Tanagers were n. to Pump Canyon
near Navajo Dam 25 May (T. Reeves), Galis-
teo 20 May (JB), and Nara Visa 21 May (PL,
SM, JO). Very rare in New Mexico, a Scarlet
Tanager was near Seneca 21 May (JO, PL,
SM). The only Field Sparrows were one to 3
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at Oasis S.P. 30 Apr-1 May (JO, JEP). Far ne.
was a Black-chinned Sparrow at Amistad 21
May (PL, vt. JO, vt. SM); another was near
Madrid 8 May (BF), where unexpected. Mi-
grant Grasshopper Sparrows were unusually
conspicuous and vocal in the Broadview area,
n. Curry, where over 100 were noted 12-14
Apr (TM). Single reddish Fox Sparrows were
at K. K. 28 Mar (ph. JO) and R.S. 8 Mar (SD).
A Harris’s Sparrow that reportedly wintered
at Gila was last seen 18 Apr (A. Gant). A
Golden-crowned Sparrow was at Alameda 25
Apr (LC). Three Yellow-eyed Juncos had re-
turned to the Burro Mts. by 15-16 Apr
(SOW), with two territories there 27-28 Apr
(JD); encouraging were a pair plus 2 singing
males in the Animas Mts. 21 May (AC, NM-
C). Eight Northern Cardinals were n. to the
Conchas Dam area 8 May (WW, CR), and
one was near Santa Rosa 19 May (WW).
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks blanketed the east-
ern two-thirds of the state, with reports from
at least 20 sites from the R.G.V. eastward
6-31 May (m.ob.); notably early was a male
at Luis Lopez 5 Apr (JO), while farther w.
were one at Kirtland 19-20 May (C. Shryock)
and up to 6 in PO. Canyon 7-30 May (CL).
A Varied Bunting had returned to Guadalupe
Canyon by 8 May (AM); in Eddy, a pair was
in Slaughter Canyon 8 May (KC), and one
was singing in Walnut Canyon above White’s
City 22 May (JEP). Astonishingly early was a
male Painted Bunting at Bloomfield 1 Apr
(JR); other Painteds n. of usual were a male at
Santa Fe 24 May (JNS) and 3 along the Cana-
dian R. below Conchas Dam 8 & 25 May
(CR, WW); in Dofia Ana, where now regular
during the breeding season, a pair was near
Rincon 17 & 24 May (MS, JZ). Early was a
Dickeissel at Bosque 30 Apr (J. Hirth); other
spring reports were 2 at Las Vegas N.W.R. 30
May (CR), and singles at Fort Sumner
(SOW) and N.R.T. (JEP) 31 May. Eastern
Meadowlarks continued to spread north-
ward, including one to 2 singing at Philmont,
Colfax 6-28 May (v.r. DC). Continuing their
westward expansion, single Common Grack-
les were at Animas 8 May (AM) and Cotton
City 31 May (fide AC). Bronzed Cowbirds
continued to creep northward, including a
male at Albuquerque 25 May (A. Armstrong)
and a pair at Ned Houk Park near Clovis 19
May (WW). North of usual was an Orchard
Oriole pair nest-building at Ute L. 24 May
(ph. DC). An apparent Baltimore Oriole, de-
scribed as a possible first-spring female, was
at Maxwell 25 May (ph. DC). Typically our
earliest oriole, single Scott’s were in PO.
Canyon 20 Mar (CL) and Clanton Canyon 27
Mar (JEP); n. were a pair near Eldorado 4
May (MMR) and a male at Madrid 18 May
(JO). Very few Cassin’s Finches were report-
ed, and the species seemed absent from most
areas. Red Crossbills were similarly scarce,
with 12 in the Magdalena Mts. 8 May (BN,

DE) the high count, while the few Evening
Grosbeak reports were confined to the Sangre
de Cristo Mis.

Initialed observers: Julian Avery, Jonathan
Batkin, Ryan Beaulieu, Charles Black, Ce-
lestyn M. Brozek, David Cleary, Kelly Cotten,
Nancy Cox, Steve Cox, Alan Craig, Louis
Cuellar, John Delong, Steve Dinsmore,
Robert Doster, Doug Emkalns, Gordon Ew-
ing, Bernard Foy, Rebecca Gracey, C. ]J.
Grimes, David Hawksworth, William Howe,
Jim Krakowski, Paul Lehman, Eugene Lewis,

Carroll Littlefield, Larry Malone, Tish Mc-
Daniel, Barbara & Daniel McKnight, Steven
Mlodinow, Narca Moore-Craig, Arnold Moor-
house, Alan Nelson, Bruce Neville, Jerry Old-
enettel, John E. Parmeter, James N. Paton,
Nick Pederson, Mike Ramos, John Rees, Mary
M. Ristow, Rose Ann Rowlett, Christopher
Rustay, Lawry Sager, Hart Schwarz, Marcy
Scott, John W, Shipman, Dale Stahlecker,
James N. Stuart, Raymond VanBuskirk, Gor-
don Warrick, Richard Webster, Steve West,
William West, S. O. Williams, James
Zabriskie. &
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AviSys Version 5
As Simple As You Wish ~ As Powerful As You Need

See our web site for great new features!
Palm Support! Clements’ 2003 Taxonomy! Subspecies Support!

New! Over 2,000 Formal Places, Unlimited Locations!
The Leader ~ Always a Giant Step Ahead of All The Rest!

AviSys is a full-featured worldwide database and reporting system for serious bird-
ers. It can be enhanced by adding the Official Shawneen Finnegan Worldwide Na-
tion Checklist Add-On (as provided in BirdArea by Santa Barbara Software Prod-
ucts), providing the most authoritative, highest quality, and most up-to-date check-
lists of the 254 nations of the world, The checklists are tightly and seamlessly inte-
grated with AviSys, providing beautiful screen and printed output with seen, seen-
in-nation, and endemic markers, and instant worldwide nation-by-nation range query
for any species. AviSys produces seen reports, checklists and hit lists of any nation
or state, any group of nations or states, and all ABA Regions and Areas.

You can instantly reduce the on-screen list from aworld or NA list to the checklist of
any nation, state, county, wildlife refuge, etc., whether provided by AviSys or cre-
ated by you. Deal with only the birds you need. Rotate through modes instantly.

One AviSys user wrote: “OUTSTANDING! | have been a computer professional for over 30
years and must congratulate you on generating state-of-the-art, convenient to use, effi-
cient and reliable software.” Another says: “AVISYS IS ABLASTY" Precisely our objective.
%  Unlimited Number of Lists: all major geographic lists automatically updated.
Example: assigning a sighting to your yard also updates your City, County, State,
Nation, Continent, worldwide ABA Area, worldwide ABA Region, and Life lists.
Full ABA N.A. Checldist, Clements World Checklist, and Official Tony White
State/Province Checklists, all fully integrated with screen and report facilities. *
The Fastest, Easiest and Most Flexible sighting entry—just click on the birds.
AviSys has absolutely unmatched search facilities, including World Band Codes!
Unlimited Reporting and Listing by date range, season, geography, species,
hebitat, behavior, sex, nesting status, heard-only, photographed, key-words, etc.
NO DANGEROUS COPY PROTECTION OR REGISTRATION SCHEMES!

Free! NABA Butterfly, Dragonfly, Reptile/Amphibian, and Mammal data sets!
BirdBase users - ask for our free comprehensive data conversion facility.

Visit our web site at: www.avisys.net

Orders or info, call 1-800-354-7755 ~ MC/VISA
AviSys 5.0 for Windows 95/38/XP/NT/2000 ~ $99.95 ~ S&H $4.00
Nation Checklist Add-On (BirdArea) ~ $59.95 ~ (S&H $4.00 if ordered separately)
60 day money back ~ Perceptive Systems, PO Box 369, Placitas, NM 87043
Fast as a Falcon ~ Powerful as an Eagle ~ Friendly as a Chickadee
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