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PETRELS THROUGH TERNS 
Three Audubon's Shearwaters off Peterson 

Cay, Grand Bahama 7 Feb (NM) were unusu- 
al for midwinter. A cruise aboard the Sea 

Cloud through the e. Caribbean from St. Vin- 
cent n. to Antigua 3-10 Jan (V.E.N.T.) record- 
ed four sulid species with Brown, Red4ooted, 
and Masked Boobies all seen near Roca Re- 

donda, along with an ad. Northern Gannet 
close to the boat 9 Jan. A Northern Gannet at 
Ferry Reach, Bermuda 8Jan (PH) was the first 
of 3 imms. to appear there in Jan. 

On Cuba, a team from Rouge River Bird 
Observatory led by Julie Craves, with resident 
experts William Suarez (Museum of Natural 
History, Havana) and Orlando Garrido, the 
museum's Curator Emeritus, surveyed birds 
primarily in the Zapata N.P area to Soplillar 

region and Cayo Coco 7-19 Feb. Among 
many other interesting reports, noted below, 
they found an American White Pelican 1 Feb 
at Las Salinas, which furnished the 9th Cuban 
record (,JC). A Double-crested Cormorant at 
Arecibo, Puerto Rico 14 Dec (,JAC) was un- 
usual there. A Least Bittern was found at Em- 

balse Ejercito Rebdde, Havana 30 Jan 0C et 
aL). In the Bahamas, American Bitterns were 
at Wilson's Pond, New Providence 14 Dec 
(PD, LL) and Bahama Star Groves, Abaco 27 
Feb (EB, MS). Bermudas 3rd Little Egret was 
discovered at SpittaI Pond 5 Feb (IF). A rare 
Glossy Ibis was on Bermuda at the airport 15 
Dec-29 Feb+ (DH). A group of about 100 
Glossy Ibis was seen at Trou Caiman, Haiti 31 
Jan 0RC), where receding water levels pro- 
vided good feeding habitat. A White Ibis at 

Carlo Tiburones, n. Puerto Rico in Jan was un- 
usual there (fide RR). Seven Wood Storks 
were found at Las Salinas, Cuba 1 Feb, about 
the same number seen the previous year, 
while Greater Flamingos numbered 470 there 
4 Feb, apparently down from the previous 
year• count, although the tide was down dur- 
ing this survey (JC et aL). Flying over Andros, 
Bahamas, JS located an airborne flock of about 
400 Greater Flamingos 30 Dec; the flock con- 
sisted of about 30 to 40 per cent juvs. A rare 
Greater Flamingo at Savannah Sound, 
Eleuthera 31 Dec (TT) was also noteworthy. 

Five wintering Canada Geese was a record 
high for Bermuda, with 4 at Spittal Pond and 
one at Jubilee Road 11 Dec-29 Feb+ (AD). In 
the Bahamas, single Canada Geese were re- 
ported at Reef G.C., Grand Bahama 16-20 
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Dec (EG, BH, m. ob.) and South Ocean G.C., 
New Providence 27 Dec (JB); 2 Snow Geese 
were with the Canada at Reef G.C., and an- 
other 2 were at Fords Landing, Long Island 3 
Dec (FM). In Bermuda, 10 Snow Geese win- 
tered between Outedea Farm and Mid-Ocean 
G. C. Some 30-40 American Black Ducks ar- 

rived following a storm on 15 Jan at Bermuda 
(AD). A female Eurasian Wigeon was at War- 
wick Pond, Bermuda 1 Feb (EA), and up to 2 
males were at Laguna Cartagena N.W.R., 
Puerto Rico in Jan (fide RR). Gadwalls are rare 
in the Bahamas, but a drake was at Lyford Cay 
26 Feb+ (AW, CW,, ABa, ph). A single Ameri- 
can Wigeon was noted at Fresh Pond, St. Mar- 
tin on 5 Feb (AB). The C.B.C. on 17 Dec 
found 3 Northern Shovelers at Emerald G.C., 
Grand Bahama. A male Common (Eurasian 

Green-winged) Teal stayed on Warwick Pond, 
Bermuda 25 Jan-29 Feb+ (SR). A flock of 15 
Lesser Scaup was seen at Embalse Ejercito Re- 
belde, Havana 30 Jan (JC et al.). A Buffiehead 
was noted at Lowlands Pond, St. Martin 22 
Jan (AB) for perhaps the first record from the 
Lesser Antilles. A White-winged Scorer seen 
at Fairylands Creek, Bermuda 22 Jan (DBW) 
was picked up dead 24Jan, while another was 
at Somerset Long Bay, Bermuda 25 Jan-29 
Feb+ (AD, SR); these represent only the 3rd 
and 4th records for Bermuda. Fourteeu win- 

tering Hooded Mergansers was a Bermuda 
seasonal record (AD), while a female Com- 
mon Merganser at Watford Bridge, Bermuda 
25 Jan (PJH) was very rare there. 

Two Crested Caracaras were seen along the 
highway between Havana and Zapata 3] Jan 
(JC). A Gundlach's Hawk, the rarest Accipiter 
in the Region, was noted near the Parque Ale- 
jandro de Humboldt 12-21 Feb (AF et al.). 
We again received stunning documentation of 
a female Marsh Harrier (again of the nomi- 
nate subspecies, sometimes split as Western 
Marsh Harrier) in the Region--this time from 

Laguna Cartagena N.W.R., Puerto Rico 20-30 
Jan (ph. RR, m. ob.), where a Northern Harri- 
er also wintered. This constitutes the 2nd Re- 

gional and New World record (see N.A.B. 57: 
564-565). A Northern Harrier at Grog Pond, 
Great Exuma, Bahamas 17 Jan (BM) was un- 
usual there. A Purple Gallinule was on Paget 
Marsh Pond, Bermuda 6 Jan-Feb+ (AD); the 
species is almost annual on Bermuda. A nest 
of Yellow-breasted Crake was a superb find at 
the Humacao refuge, s. Puerto Rico in Jan 
(fide RR). The Bahamas' first Sandhill Crane 
remained on a farm on North Andros during 
the first two weeks of Dec (pk RS). 

A Piping Plover was seen throughout the 
winter to at least 26 Feb at Petite-Terre Nature 

Reserve, Guadeloupe (AL). Piping Plovers in 
the Bahamas included 8 at Barbary Beach, 
Grand Bahama 17 Dec (AW, C.B.C.), 5 near 
Winding Bay, Eleuthera 4Jan (DC), 2 at For- 
far Research Station, Andros 21-24 Feb 
(EBS), and 10-15 at Green Turtle Cay 
throughout Feb (EB). During Feb, Bracey also 
found up to 100 Dunlin, 10-15 Red Knots, 
40-50 Sanderlings, and 25 Western Sand- 
pipers at Green Turtle Cay. A Solitary, a White- 
rumped, and a Pectoral Sandpiper lingered at 
Jubilee Road, Bermuda, before departing in 
early Dec (AD). Up to 129 Stilt Sandpipers 
frequented mangrove mudfiats s. of Guanica, 
Puerto Rico 21-25 Jan (ESB, GLA). An in- 
jured Red Phalarope found on Point Finger 
Road, Bermuda 31 Jan (JG) provided a rare 
winter specimen record when it died several 
days later. 

A Pomarine Jaeger flew past Dockyard, 
Hamilton, Bermuda 28 Dec (PJH). A Parasitic 
Jaeger was seen 5 Feb in the Gulf Stream be- 
tween Port Everglades, Florida and Grand Ba- 
hama (RN). Of the smaller gulls to arrive at 
Bermuda, a first-winter Black-headed Gull 
was at Rockaway 28Jan (IF, PW), a flock of 15 
Bonaparte's Gulls was over Spittal Pond in Jan 

(JM, SR), and a single Black-legged Kittiwake 
was at Watford Bridge 9 Dec (PJH). A first- 
winter Bonaparte's Gull was at Emerald G.C., 
Grand Bahama 15-19 Dec (BH, m. ob.). Ten 
Ring-billed Gulls were seen at Embalse Ejerci- 
to Rebelde, Havana 30 Jan, and one was not- 
ed at Las Salinas 1 Feb (JC et al.). 

It was a big year for gulls in the Region, 
with numbers of Herring, Lesser Black- 
backed, and Great Black-backed Gulls winter- 
ing as far s. as St. Kitts. In the Bahamas, 3 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls were at Arawak 

Cay. New Providence 14 Dec (SB, LG, C.B.C.), 
3 were at West End, Grand Bahama 16 Dec 
(BH, T&JG, AW), and 5 were at Tarpum Bay. 
Eleuthera 11 Feb (AW). Single Great Black- 
backed Gulls were seen on Grand Bahama 16 

Dec (BH, T&JG, AW) and 6 Feb (RN, SN), 
with one on Dog I., Anguilla 25 Jan and 4 at 
St. Martin throughout Feb (both AB). A Great 
Black-backed Gull was observed at Great 

Pond, St. Martin 26 Feb (AB). Herring Gulls 
numbered up to 10 at various sites around 
Cayo Coco, Cuba 19-24 Feb. At St. Kitts, a 
second-winter Herring Gull was seen along 
with a Lesser Black-backed Gull on 21 Feb 

(AB). A single Herring Gull was noted at Em- 
balm Ejercito Rebelde, Havana 30 Jan. During 
a Cuban field ornithology course conducted 
at Cayo Coco in Feb, Peter Burke recorded a 
Great Black-backed Gull 27 Feb at Cayo 
Guillermo, near Cayo Coco, as well as a Less- 
er Black-backed Gull on the bridge from Cayo 
Romero to Cayo Coco that day. A Glaucous 
Gull was noted along North Shore, Bermuda 
15 Jan (JM). A third-year Iceland Gull was 
seen with Ring-billed Gulls at near Port Lu- 
caya, Grand Bahama 8 Feb (RN, SN, p.a.), 
representing the first record from the Bahamas 
and apparently the Caribbean (there are sev- 
eral records from Bermuda). Details will be 
published elsewhere. A Royal Tern was seen 
in St. George's, Bermuda in Dec (PW). A sin- 
gle Gull-billed Tern was noted at Las Salinas, 
Cuba 1 Feb (JC). 

QUAIL-DOVES THROUGH PIPITS 
The Cuban endemic Gray-headed Quail-Dove 
(now split by most authorities from Hispan- 
iolan Quail-Dove) was noted at both La 
Bayamesa in the Sierra Maestra and in Parque 
Alejandro de Humboldt (AF et al.), while a 
single Key West Quail-Dove and 3 Gray-head- 
ed Quail-Doves were noted at Bermejas, Cuba 
2 Feb (JC). Eurasian Collared-Doves apparem- 
ly are out-competing Mourning Doves at Aba- 
co, Bahamas (EB); Mourning Doves were for- 
merly more common at disturbed areas such 
as the dump, and at fruit and chicken farms, 
but their numbers are now edipsed by col- 
lared-doves at such sites. East of La Parguera, 
Puerto Rico, collared-doves appear to have hy- 
bridized with "Ringed Turtle-Doves" in sever- 
al sites, as observed in Jan (ESB, GLA). Six 
Zenaida Doves at Shannon G.C., Grand Ba- 
hama 26 Dec was a good count (EG). 
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Cuban Parakeets are still considered rela- 

tively scarce on Zapata Peninsula, where 2 
were seen at Bermejas 2 Feb 0C et al.). Cuban 
Parakeets numbered 73 at Parque Alejandro 
de Humboldt 12-21 Feb, while Cuban Parrots 
numbered 71 at Parque Alejandro de Hum- 
boldt and near Santiago, Cuba 12-28 Feb (AF 
et al.); about 50 were noted from 2-4 Feb at 
Palpite, Sopfillar, and Bermejas (JC). The Aba- 
co C.B.C. 5 Jan found 177 Cuban Parrots in 
the count cirde that includes Abaco N.P The 

V.E.N.T. tour recorded one Imperial and up to 
150 Red-necked Parrots at the Syndicate, Do- 
minica 8-9 Jan, a tribute to the parrot recov- 
ery work (PBr et al.); one St. Lucia and 10 St. 
Vincent Parrots were also seen on their re- 

spective islands 5-6Jan (V.E.N.T.). 
Three Short-eared Owls were seen at 

Bermuda's airport 2 Jan (PW). At Hole-in-the- 
Wall, Abaco, Bahamas, a Chuck-will's-widow 
was seen 26Jan (EB, HP). A Greater Antillean 
(Cuban) Nightjar roosting in a U•ee at Berme- 
jas provided nice looks 2 Feb (JC). Two Bee 
Hummingbirds were noted n. of Playa Larga 1 
Feb (JC). The Bahamas' and Region's 2nd 
Red-belfied Woodpecker, a male, was at West 
End, Grand Bahama 16 Dec (BH, AW, T&JG) 
--not 15 m from where the first, a female, was 
found 17 Feb 1999. On 12 Feb, SD found a 
Hairy Woodpecker at Rock Sound, 
Eleuthera--the first for that island. Five Fer- 

nandina's Flickers were seen at Bermejas 2 
Feb (JC et al.). In the Bahamas, an Eastern 
Wood-Pewee was at Rock Sound, Eleuthera 2 
Feb (SD), and on 15 Jan, single Eastern 
Phoebes were seen at Stanniard Cr., Andros 
(MB) and Treasure Cay, Abaco (EB). Giant 
Kingbird, now a single4sland endemic with 
the extirpation of the Bahamas population, 
numbered as a many as 8 between La Bayame- 
sa in the Sierra Maestra and the Parque Ale- 
jandro de Humboldt 2-21 Feb (AF et al.). 

A single Yellow-throated Vireo was noted at 
Bermejas 2 Feb (JC), and another was seen at 
Parque Alejandro de Humboldt (AF). At a 
mist-netting site named Rak Bwa in the 
Macaya Biosphere Reserve, Haiti, 11 Golden 
Swallows, a Threatened endemic, were 
recorded 7-11 Feb (CR et al.), with at least 
one pair behaving as if it were prospecting for 
a nest site. 

Three endemic Zapata Wrens were encoun- 
tered 31 Jan along R•o Hatiguanico Canal 
(JC). A high count of 10 Cuban Gnatcatchers 
was noted at Cayo Paredon Grande, Cuba 4 
Feb (JC). A well-documented report of Bick- 
nell's Thrush on 14 Dec at Hog Bay N.E, 
Sandys, Bermuda (PJH) is only the 2nd winter 
record there. 

The first of 3 Horned Larks was at Bermu- 

da Airport 31 Jan (EA). Ten American Robins 
wintered around Morgan's Pt., Bermuda (AD). 
Two or three Forest Thrushes were located 8 

Jan on Dominica (V.E.N.T.); this is one of the 
hardest endemics to find in the Region. At 
Cayo Coco on 5 Feb, JC et al. counted 7 Gray 

Catbirds; one at Arecibo, Puerto Rico on 14 
Dec was one of the few records in the e. 

Greater Antilles (JAS). An American Pipit was 
at Spittal Pond, Bermuda in early Dec (DW). 
Bermuda's and the Region's 2nd record of Bo* 
hemJan Waxwing was of a single bird at Port 
Royal G.C. 18Jan (SR); the first record was of 
a flock of 5 in 2001! 

WARBLE!IS THROUGH SISKINS 
A male Blue-winged Warbler was seen at 
Loma de Cunagua, Cuba 19 Feb, and a first- 
year Nashville Warbler was on Cayo Coco 14 
Feb (both PB). An Orange-crowned Warbler 
was noted at Coral Harbour, New Providence 
24Jan (PD, ABa, kH, AW), and another was at 
Treasure Cay dump, Abaco, Bahamas 28 Feb 
(EB). A Yellow Warbler was at St. George• 
G.C., Bermuda 10 Jan (PW). A Chestnut- 
sided Warbler at Ferry Point Park, Bermuda 
14 Dec (SR) provided only the 3rd wintering 
record. Other unusual winter records were of 

a Blackpoll Warbler at Lagoon Park, Bermuda 
28 Dec (DW) and a Kentucky Warbler at Mor- 
gan's Pt., Bermuda 31 Dec (AD, DW). A 
Worm-eating Warbler was seen at Fermanthe, 
Haiti, at elevation 1350 m 14 Feb 0RC). Five 
Swainsun's Warblers were netted at Rak Bwa 

and at Blaine Boer, Haiti 7-14 Feb (CR et al.), 
providing the first documentation of the 
species in Haiti; another 5 were recorded on 
various dates from 18-27 Feb on Cayo Coco, 
including 2 mist-netted birds (PB). A single 
Swainsun's Warbler netted at Anguilla (AD) 
on 17Jan may be the first such record e. of the 
Virgin Islands (RN). Another was at Owen's 
Town, Andros, Bahamas 9 & 12Jan (MB). At 
Humacao Marsh, e. Puerto Rico, DF found a 
male Mourning Warbler on 24 Feb. Over 50 
Bahama Yellowthroats were counted at Ba- 

hama Star Grove, Abaco, Bahamas on 24 & 27 
Feb (HP, BB, EB), a remarkably high number. 
White-winged Warbler, a Hispaniolan endem- 
ic, was found at Rak Bwa, Haiti, where CR et 
al. found small groups of 3-8 birds 7-11 Feb. 
Three Zapata Sparrows, another Cuban en- 
demic, were seen along Rio Hatiguanico 
Canal, while 2 were at Cayo Coco 5 Feb 0C). 
A Lark Sparrow was a genuine surprise on 
tiny Horn Rock, Bermuda 1 Dec 0M). A kin- 
colifs Sparrow was noted on 24 Feb at Ba- 
hama Star Grove, Abaco (EB). Six wintering 
Swamp Sparrows made a winter maximum at 
Bermuda (AD). A Lapland kongspur was a 
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good find by AD at Bermuda's airport 7 Feb. 
Two Blue Grosbeaks at Spittal Pond Farm, 
Bermuda 14 Dec (AD, JG) provided a rare 
winter record. 

Eight Tawny-shouldered Blackbirds were 
noted throughout the period from 12-28 Feb 
at Parque Alejandro de Humboldt and Santia- 
go, Cuba (AF et al.). On 24 Feb, DF counted 
403 Yellow-shouldered Blackbirds leaving 
their roost at dawn near La Parguera, Puerto 
Rico. Six o[ Cuba's resident Eastern Mead- 

owlarks were noted sparingly throughout Feb 
(AF). A study of this insular populafion's ge- 
netics may prove interesting. Up to 10 His- 
paniolan Crossbfils were noted from 11-14 
Feb in small flocks at Blaine Boer, Haiti (CR et 
al.). An influx of Common Redpolls in mid- 
Dec at Bermuda provided sightings from 
Dockyard to St. Georges, with the largest 
flocks being of 9 at Gibb's Hill Lighthouse 14 
Dec (EA) and 30 at Shdly Hall 9 Jan (DBW). 
Three Pine Siskins (the first since 1986) were 
seen on Morgan's Pt., Bermuda 14 Dec (EA). 
At,Fermanthe, Haiti, JRC found several Antil- 
lean Siskins 14 Feb. 

Addendum: The Little Stint photographed at 
Montserrat was reported by Eddie Massiah 
and Bo Dalsgaard (ph.); this was the 4th Little 
Stint seen by Massiah in the West Indies, the 
other 3 being recorded from Barbados. 
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