
orthern Casual at Ft. Peck, MT, aradio- N collared Trumpeter Swan was seen 14 Nov (CC). A nice peak of 3450 Canvas- 
backs was recorded at Medicine L., MT 
13 Oct (REM). If accepted, a Harlequin 

Great Plains Duck 8-30 Nov at Oahe Dam would provide the 2nd record for South Dakota 
(p. a., KM). Scoter reports were wide- 
spread, with a high of 17 White-winged 
Scotors noted at Nelson Res., MT 1 Nov 
(JPL). Unusual for South Dakota, Black 
Scotors were reported from four coun- 

upP•v7•u#s Lake Alice NWB ties. Long-tailed Duck reports were also 
'" • ....... Medicin t ILostwaxt= X•4_ hrtl, Nt,• / \ widespread, with a peak of l0 in Buffalo, Hflvree l•OWQOIrIIYVVI"f AIla/D ' I Alla/D I ß øl •:• -- -'l • -• •vVV•l *v,;vr• . •7•. • "•"= J.•'_•., M,notoSatyorNWR = Grand[ SD 16 Nov (RDO). Also in South 

: C. M. •s• NW•m•-'•o• R.• • • L S•wea Devils L. F0rks • Dakota, 255 Ho•ed Morgansors was a 
:•'G'•tFaI';M&;•U•iPe•L. ,•1 ' '•Ga•s•'• rrøwwøød notably high count in Yankt• 1 Nov • ß ' ' , '• • NWR 

•,$S -:s •*- , a g . 0C). Northern Goshaw• staged a 
•.•,o ...... •.)Lo•Lako •Tewaukon strong movement into the Region, with ..... •* •Hetti•r ?• NWR '• • mNWR : 

•0•e'• •* ' t 7 ' the first an early bird in Hughes, SD 4 •; g•een• ' m 
• :.., '•: .• ............. [ ½. • • / Wa•y • Sep (RDO). Gyrfalcons also showed up • : • • • •e NWR - L • Rap• '• ,,•e• •' • in num•rs, with one report in Oct and 

I l•e• ,c• • • • Sioux/ 11 reports in No• Numbers of gallina- 
[" %2 •, Fa•lsl ceous birds were notably high, no doubt 
• LaCmek • ' • ;•' • , •NWR '• Yankton• owing to the recent mild winters and 

' ' •_e• drier supers. Gray Partridge seems to 
have recovered nicely from the lows of 
the 1990s. Casual in Montana, a 

•ooping Crane was near Homestead 

R0n gain (eus). A new high fall count for North 12-13 Oct (p. a., EM, REM). Dakota, 26 Sno• Egrets were in Kid- 
der 20 Sop (HCI, CDE). •ite-faced SHOREBIRDSTHROU6H 6ULLS 

16900125th Street SE Ibis continue m expand in the Region: Ihe latest for North Dakota, 15 MarbEd 
at a new nesting area for North Dakota, Godwits were •en 22 Oct at L Bertha, 

Sawyer, N0h Dakota 58781-9284 ads. were seen feeding young in Pierce Cuss (KRC). A 5harp-tailed 5andpiper 
0rmainndak.net) m Aug (REM), and in Montana, an 26 •p at Freezeout L, MI would, if impressive peak of 180 was noted at accepted, provide the 2nd record for the 

Freezeout L 4 Aug (MS). state (p. a., MS, JN). Buff-breasted Sand- 
Casual in South Dakota, a Brant was pipers were widely reported, with up m 2 

he hot, d• weather o[July centin- seen 11-14 Nov in Bundle (p. a., DS, JSP, at Medicine k. 24 Aug-11 •p providing 
ued through Octo•r. Ihe Glas- 
go• Montana weather station tal- 

lied a record 39 con•cutive days • 
highs over 85 ø FIn Octo•r, highs over 
80 ø F were recorded on seven days, with 
85 ø F on 21 October. Ihe weather 

c•nged abruptly in late Octo•r, how- 
ever, when snow [e• across much of the 
Region. Large areas of Montana and 
North •kota recorded subzero tempera- 
rares the first few days of Novemir. 
Freezeout Lake, Montana recorded -16 ø 
F on 6 November. Ihe abrupt weather 
change appeared m have trapped many 
hte migrants, and lingcrag birds were 
widespread. On the whole, the migra- 
tion, except perhaps for larids, was lack- 
luster. 

LffiNS THROU6H (RANES 
A potential 6th record for South 
Dakota, a Red-throated Loon was 
noted 16 Nov in Perkins (p. a.,JPk, KM, 
RDO). American •ite Pelicans Fint noted 8 (here 9) November •O0],thE Harlequin Du• remained t0the end 0fthe period below 
peaked at 3000 in Slutsman, ND 15 Sop 0aheDam, ase½0nd re(0rdf0rS0•hDa•b, •¾talphotograph•Oo•B•rkluM. 
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the 12th record for Montana (p. a., TN, 
REM, JS). The species was also noted in 
Harding, SD 29 Aug (CEM, KM), west of 
normal migration routes. Furnishing the 
15th report for North Dakota, a Red 
Phalarope was in Grand Forks 30 Sep (p. 
a., EEF). 

As is typical in fall, larids provided 
their share of unusual sightings. About 
the 11th report for North Dakota, a Par- 
asitic Jaeger was at Long Lake N.W.R. 
15-18 Sep (p. a., PVN, GK, HCT). Two 
ad. Little Gulls were at Devil's L, ND 27 
& 28 Sep (p. a., REM, DNS), the 9th and 
10th state records. A new high for the 
state, 2600 Bonaparte's Gulls were on 
Devil's L. 28 Sep (REM, DNS). An ad. 
Mew Gull on 1 Nov provided a first 
report for Burleigh (p. a., CDE, HCT), 
and single ads. documented at Garrison 
Dam 7-9 (p. a., REM) & 30 Nov (p. a., 
DNS) represent the 12th through 14th 
reports for North Dakota. In South 
Dakota, the 8th through 10th reports for 
Mew Gull were documented 13-19 Nov 

in Buffalo (p. a., RDO, KM), 29-31 Oct 
at Pierre (p. a., RDO, KM), and 10 Nov 
in Fall River (p. a., DS, JSP). The 17th 
report for North Dakota, an Iceland Gull 
was at Garrison Dam 27 Nov (p. a., 
REM, DNS). Two Lesser Black-backed 
Gulls at Bismarck, ND 31 Oct-2 Nov 
provided the first Burleigh report (p. a., 

Present in late October and early November 2003 (here 
date unknown), this Painted Bunting provided a second 

state record in Lawrence County, South Dakota. 
Digital photograph by Bonnie Jones. 

CDE, HCT, DNS), while a third-year bird 
was at Garrison Dam 22-27 Nov (p. a., 
REM, DNS). In South Dakota, single 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls were at Pierre 

9-11 Sep and 9 Nov (p. a., RDO, KM). 
Seven reports of Sabines Gull from the 
Dakotas included peaks of 4 in mid•Sep 
at Pierre, SD (p. a., RDO) and 5, includ- 
ing one ad., at Devil's L., ND 28 Sep (p. 
a., DNS, REM). 

DOVES THROUGH FLYCATCHERS 
The 7th report for Montana, 4 Eurasian 
Collared-Doves were in Choteau 10 Aug 

Sabine's Gulls made a good showing in the Dakotas this year. This adult and juvenile (top) were two of five 
found on the first-ever "pelagic" trip onto Devil's Lake, North Dakota 28 September 2003. Also casual in fall 

in South Dakota, a juvenile Sabine's Gull (bottom) at Pierre 21 September 2003 was one of four present 
there in mid-month. Photographs byron Martin (top) and Doug Backfund. 

This Buff-breasted Sandpiper at Medicine Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge 24 August 2003--the 12th record for 
Montana--was later joined by another individual. 

Digiscoped photogr•ph byRon Martin. 

(p. a., BM), and in North Dakota, first 
county records were reported for Stutsman 
22 Sep (HAK) and Hettinger 23 Nov 
0PL)- Only about the 20th report for 
North Dakota, a Barn Owl was collected 
in Burleigh 13 Sep after being killed by a 
Red-tailed Hawk (*; p. a., MAG, CDE). 
An unidentified screech-owl was seen 8 

Sep at Benton Lake N.W.R., MT, providing 
a first refuge record for a screech-owl of 
any kind (SM). Rarely reported in the 
Region, a Great Gray Owl was noted 26 
Oct in the Little Belt Mts., MT (JG). Sin- 
gle Calliope Hummingbirds in Lawrence 
17 Aug (p. a., RDO, KM) and Edmunds 8 
Sep (p. a. MZ) provided the 7th and 8th 
reports for South Dakota. Eight reports of 
Rufous Hummingbird were received for 
South Dakota. 

The 13th report for North Dakota and 
the first since 1995, a Lewis's Wood- 
pecker was in McKenzie 4-10 Aug (p. a., 
MAG). Red-bellied Woodpeckers were 
more mobile than usual in North Dakota, 
with reports from four counties nw. of 
usual range. An American Three-toed 
Woodpecker 12 Sep in Malta, MT was 
well he. of usual haunts (DP, TP). In 
South Dakota a Pileated Woodpecker 5 
Nov in Day provided a first county 
record (WS). A Hammond's Flycatcher 
in Custer, SD 1 Sep provided the 2nd 
documented report for the state (p. a., 
JC). The 4th record for Montana, a Great 
Crested Flycatcher was near Fromberg 6 
Sep (GF). 

VIREOS THROUGH WARBLERS 

The first Oct report for South Dakota, a 
Yellow-throated Vireo was in Hughes 22 
Oct (p. a., RDO), while one in Bismarck, 
ND 19 Sep was the first there in eight 
years of observation by Ellingson and 
Talkington. A Pfumbeous Vireo was well 
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n. of normal Montana range in Ft. Peck 
7 Aug (CC). Philadelphia Vireo made a 
strong w. showing, with a single 22 Aug 
in Williams, ND OPL) and three reports 
from Westby, MT 24 Aug-6 Sep (p. a., 
REM, TN, JM). 

The 13th report for North Dakota, a 
Blue-winged Warbler was documented at 
Minor 20 Sep (p. a., REM). Late and w. of 
usual, a Golden-winged Warbler was in 
Hughes, SD 29 Sep (RDO). Providing the 
second-latest records for North Dakota 
were a Tennessee Warbler 29 Oct and an 

Orange-crowned Warbler 2 Nov at Arrow- 
wood N.WR. (PRS). Five Cape May War- 
biers were reported from Westby, MT 25 
Aug-20 Sep, the only location where they 
are regular in the state. The 11th sighting 
for Montana, a Black-throated Blue War- 
bier was near Worden 18 Oct (p. a., GF, 
HC). A Black-throated Green Warbler at 
Westby 2 Sep would provide the 11th 
record for Montana if accepted (p. a., JM, 
TN). A potential 8th record for South 
Dakota, a Townsend's Warbler was 
reported 7 Sep in Pennington (p. a., TBW). 
Providing the 2nd Nov report for the 
state, an Ovenbird was documented at 
Fargo 6 Nov (DPW). A MacGillivray•s 
Warbler was late in Harding, SD 2 Oct 
(CEM). A Canada Warbler was far west in 
Great Falls, MT 20 Aug (GS). 

& ! 

Representing the first North Dakota record since 1995, this Lawis's 
Woodpecker spent a week in early August 2003 (here date unknown) in 

the Badlands of McKenzie County. Oigitolphotoõraph byKeith ½orliss. 

Casual in North Dakota, this Barn Owl was killed by a Red-tailed Hawk in Burleigh County 
13 Septernber 2003. Oigitolphotogrophbyl•ark6onzalez. 

TANAGERS THROUGH GOLDFINCHES 
A Summer Tanager photographed in 
Grand Forks, ND 9 Nov furnished the 
2nd fall record for the state (EEF). Very 
unusual in fall, a Baird's Sparrow was 

singing 30 Sep in 
Stutsman, ND 
(PRS). The latest 
on record for 

South Dakota, a 
Le Conte's Spar• 
row was in Clay 
15 Nov (DS, JC), 
and the second- 

latest for North 
Dakota were 2 Le 

Conte's in Sheri- 

dan 19 Oct (REM, 
SE). Casual in 
Montana but pos- 
sibly regular in 
the ne corner, 4 
Swamp Sparrows 
were seen at Med- 

icine L. N.W.R. 

20-28 Sep (p. a., 
JPL). 

Providing the 
2nd record for 

South Dakota, a 
Painted Bunting 

• was photographed 
in Lawrence in late 

Oct and early Nov 
(fide DB). A Dick- 
dssd was late in 

Clay, SD 18 Oct (DS). A new high for 
North Dakota, 568 Bobolinks were 
counted 9 Sep in Grand Forks (EEF). A 
Cassin's Finch in Ft. Peck, MT 29 Sep-1 
Nov was he. of normal range (CC). A flock 
of 200 House Finches in Grand Forks, ND 
26 Nov was an unusually large gathering 
of this species (DOL). Good numbers of 
Common Redpolls had invaded the 
Region by the end of the period, although 
Pine Siskin numbers remained very low, 
with few birds reported. A Lesser 
Goldfinch in Shannon, SD 12 Aug pro- 
vided a first county record (p. a. KCJ). 
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