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lthough landbird migration this 
spring produced few highlights, other 
phenomena made this one of the more 

exciting spring seasons in recent memory. A 
landmark Red-necked Grebe invasion 

deposited birds from the mountains to the 
coast across both states and the District of 
Columbia. On a smaller scale was a late-May 
fallout of Red-necked Phalaropes, attributa- 
ble to northeasterly gales. Uncommon 
species were widely reported, but too many 
lacked satisfactory documentation. 

Abbreviations: Assat. (Assateague I., 
Worcester, MD); Bay (Chesapeake Bay); 
C.B.B.T. (Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel, 
s. of Northampton, VA); Chine. (Chin- 
coteague N.W. IL, Accomack, VA); D.C. 
(District of Columbia); E.S.V.N.W.R. 

(Eastern Shore of Virginia N.W.R., 
Northampton, VA); Kipc (Kiptopeke S.P., 
Northampton, VA); Middle Bay (Chesa- 
peake Bay from Maryland line to Bay 
Bridge). The state for each county is noted 
the first time it is mentioned in the text. 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS 
Red-throated Loons were reported with 
unusual frequency inland: in Virginia, sin- 
gles were at L. Moomaw, Bath 17 Mar 
(AL), Beaverdam Res., Loudoun 20-28 
Mar (CT et al.), L. Manassas, Prince 
William 23 Mar (TMD, SH), and German- 
town L., Fauquier 7 Apr (TMD). Pied- 
mont reports from Maryland both came 
from Baltimore, where lone birds were 
reported from Loch Raven Res. 29 Mar 
(KJ) and L. Roland 1 Apr (EK). Four more 
reports came from Coastal Plain areas 
away from the ocean and Bay A 30 May 
report from Ocean City Inlet, Worcester, 
MD was notably late (MH). A good inland 
count of 10 Common Loons came from 

Burke L., Fairfax, VA 9 Apr (Karen Chias- 
son). Six Eared Grebes continued at S. 
Holston L., Washington, VA through 14 
Apr OWC). Horned Grebes were reported 
in fair numbers, including 150 on the Bay 
off King• Cr., Northampton, VA 25 Mar 
(ESB) and 57 off of Kent I., Queen Anne•, 
MD 16 Mar (Scott Crabtree). 

A pelagic trip out of Virginia Beach, VA 
I Mar tallied 54 Northern Fulmars (BP et 

al.), while 105 in Maryland waters 15 Mar 
(PG et al.) may represent a record count 

for the state. A Lewes, DE pelagic trip into 
Maryland waters 31 May recorded 92 
Greater Shearwaters, 560 Sooty Shearwa- 
ters, and 82 Wilson's Storm-Petrels (AE et 
al.). American White Pelicans were seen 
throughout spring, starting with one bird 
at Back Bay N.W.R. i Mar (DCI). Eight 
were seen flying over the College Creek 
Hawkwatch, Williamsburg, VA 8 Apr 
(BTa, BW, Tom Armour), while the 
Potomac R. in the area of Mason Neck had 

numerous sightings in several jurisdic- 
tions, including 5 seen crossing between 
Prince William and Charles, MD 12 May 
(p. a., ?LC et al.) and 3 on Belmont Bay, 
Fairfax and Prince William intermittently 
16B31 May (fide SB). A count of 114 
Northern Gannets at Roaring Pt. on the 
Nanticoke R. 29 Mar set a new high count 
for Wicomico, MD (SHD). Double-crested 
Cormorants nested on an island in the 

Potomac R. near Pennyfield Lock, Mont- 
gomery this spring (CH). This area had 
breeding Double-crested Cormorants in 
1998, the only previous Maryland breed- 
ing record away from the Bay and coastal 
Worcester. Stumpy L., Virginia Beach con- 
tinues to provide Anhinga sightings, 
though breeding here is unconfirmed. 

Piedmont Least Bitterns were reported 
from Hughes Hollow, Montgomery I May 
(Don Simonson) and from the North 
Branch of the Patapsco R. 30 May (Gaff 
Frantz), a 2nd record for Carroll, MD. 
About 20 Great Blue Heron nests were dis- 

covered along the Powell R., Wise, VA 16 
Mar (Annette Poore), and 20 more were 
found 12 May on the same river in Lee, VA 
(BR). Rarely confirmed as breeders away 
from the Coastal Plain, it seems that with 
effort, more nesting areas of Great Blues 
could be discovered. A Snowy Egret in 
Rappahannock, VA 14 May (TMD, BL, ICT 
et al.) may well be a county first. Little 
Blue Herons were reported from three 
inland Virginia locations: an ad. at a wet- 
lands mitigation site near Cadett, Fauquier 
22 Apr (SH, TMD), an imm. in the Green- 
field area of Botetourt, VA 4 May (TF), and 
one bird at Bull Mountain, Buchanan, VA 
11 May (David Raines, fide RM). Unex- 
pected inland, Cattle Egrets were found 25 
Apr at Nokesville, Prince William (KB, 
LC), and 2 were seen in Warren, VA 23-24 
May (RS, JL). One at Kenilworth Aquatic 
Gardens 14 Apr was rare for D.C. (GM. 
BC). 

A small influx of Piedmont ibis reports 
from late Apr was unusual. A flock of 4 
Plegadis was seen at Remington, Fauquier 
19 Apr (TMD, Bob Abrams), while Glossy 
Ibis was reported from two Prince William 
locations, 2 on 25 Apr near Nokesville 
(KB, LC), and a single bird 27 Apr at 
North Fork Wetlands (KG, Kim Peacock). 
In Maryland, 3 were seen over Carroll 27 
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{ • The story of the season wasthe invasion of Red-necked Grebes. •ginning with a few reports in mid-Febru- 
• • •ary and a trickle of new sightings through month's end, the invasion was wd! underway by 1 Mar. Observers 
from the Appalachians to the coast on that Saturday turned in reports. By the following weekend (8-9 Mar), dou • 
ble-digit counts were routine, with the highest single-location count of 116 coming from the Potomac R, at Seneca 
Cr., Montgomery, M06 Mar (DCz). Other high counts were enjoyed at Burke L.• Fairfax, with 29 on 22 Mar (AM), 25 
at Black Hills Regional Oark• Afont•omery 2 Mar (HH, JBr), an d around: Nains Pt.,•D.C., where 23 were present 13 Mar 
(DWHL 

The•rnajority•of.•ightings were centered on the Potomar R, and in bodies,of water in the surrounding counties, 
:•ost •otabiy •.?fontgomery in Ma•and, and Fairfax in Virginia. Ultimately?at •east 721 birds were reported 
fi'om 41 countie•and•::nine dries in Virginia, from 21 counties in Maryland, •nd'frbm D.C These numbers are more 
than double tfiose:o[the February 1994 invasion. Several birds lingered th'ro•fghout•the reporting period and into 
summe•, including•,• Jbl•rel•ort• Uponard•al,:neafly all birds were rel•rtedt•::•!•jn bas cp umage• Few obs,effers 
made the distinction/between immatur•!:birds and gdults: As spring prog!'essed, xep. orts of molting birds and then 
altemate•l( •,•4birds became the •Om• 

l•he only p•_Jbus invasion of comparable proportion occurred in Febroary,an•l•March;1994. Single-site count• 

•;ni•hig•:count--but over•ll:the•two•invasions were quite similar in term%f where and when:birds appeared: 
-: With the:advent of Intem.et reportinq jnthej•ast decade•imbre obserW•Were/•ndoubtedl• mobilized 
'yeaf•invas'mn':and thusmOr• 
aff&i'mid•,•?fil; so •:is:bo•i•F. urtlf.::ihat;• 6•ly I ate May• Junef:c•.•ff•'•ly;•eL?•:for •hi•',Regi•n.have•(o•ne.tr9m 
.•the•twu in•-si•%ed 

;f•.?•;?•e•T•=..•-!ly.:?•.¾L,d •, .a, nF?•Macto(•was;:d,:eady at wO•i4•:b•th':invasion•.•To:-our•nOWled•e, I•od•: 
•;n•k :•.;•;?..eLi..2O•n ot:win..t•r:•n 
; 7•afft•5• J 6 t[t.•a ppa .•'en, tly pmce•J•lfrorn •o•hwes[;to southe,•s(slfongly:•u•geSt• • i•joint•3forigii• 

:•ed;ne•od'Grehes:w!thd, a•4rom;th•:East•œ6a•.:prim•H!y'froi• mi•F•13•ar•:ti• Marchi:?hlchq•:e•/ideD[ ew? 
;;f[o• the•s•rh•11 •ke thal!:oc•'Urs in.the I{•ion in no•;inVasi6•y•rs• Givefi thf•p or !•abitat se!¾t•d, by:.rq•!]y of .•¾: 
birds ift 1994',Snd,200•,•wd;SPecul•e that:th'• Wint•ri,• :•p•l•tibn along the n. Atiam,c (•a'S• mu/t •tag,e, on the:• 
:,Great I:•ke•d'•ring this • '-•l•(•':lLF'•hu•ry to•M•rd•), P%ilJly ih-aeeper Water'rat •/om:•h;re;in •i•e;:rare years ' 
whe• tl•:ia•. • •pe•up,.p •.•,,...•::t9 .fi• •dr:s•agi....n. g: a re•s fro•e.n,•th•e •perate j•i•as•reve•se dkecti•n and. 
pr•e•-t• '•aC.:to •the:co. ast,:•.• ! •ma•ylbiidS' ar•ing:,w.di::•outli.of:•r:norrpal'Wi•tefint$ grounds and hundreds: 
s.,• -stop•2ng at:J;'e•L#ate•,,an'• areas. 

Apr (Dave Harvey), and a single was 
reported from Hughes Hollow, Mont- 
gomery 29 Apr OH). An ad. White-faced 
Ibis was reported 4 May from Chinc. (p.a., 
GK, MAK), possibly the same individual 
reported there the past two spring seasons. 
Two other ads. were seen 29 May at 
Fairview, Northampton (first county 
record), along with 2 other individuals 
that were possibly White-faced x Glossy 
hybrids (p.a., ESB, RLAk, Deniz Aygen, 
ph. GLA). 

WATERFOWL THROUGH ALCIDS 
While regular on the Eastern Shore, Ross's 
Geese are still noteworthy inland. Two 
birds at Leggett's Farm Pond in Halifax, 
VA 2 Mar were good for the Piedmont 
(JB), while the bird seen at Stuart's Draft 
S.T.E Augusta 6-Mar was thought to be the 
same bird seen there sporadically through- 
out the winter. Single Richardsoh's 
Canada Geese were reported twice from 
Rigby's Folly, Talbot, MD 9 & 15 Mar 
(HTA). A Brant was found in Fauquier 19 
Mar (ph., ?SH, ?TMD), a first for t?e 

county and 3rd for the Piedmont. A group 
of 5 Greater White-fronted Geese were 

observed 7B15 Mar on ponds in Pulaski, 
VA (GE, Katherine Higgins), while a 
Fauquier wintering bird was seen as late at 
2 Apr (SH). 

Not typically fodder for this report, 
Mallard became the 2nd species, after 
American Oystercatcher, known to have 
nested on the C.B.B.T., though certainly 

assisted by local staff providing fresh 
water (fide ESB). A Blue-winged Teal in 
Londoan 12 Mar was early away from the 
coast 0D). The only reports of Eurasian 
Wigeon came from the Tidewater: single 
birds found at Christopher Farms, Vir- 
ginia Beach 1 Mar and Craney, 
Portsmouth, VA 3 Mar (DC1). A fine count 
of 185 Redheads was tallied at Piscataway 
Cr., Prince Georgek, MD 8 Mar (DM), 
while a pair of them and a single Lesser 
Scaup lingered until the end of the report- 
ing period (and beyond) at Clopper L., 
Montgomery (DP, DCz, MAT). A few Har- 
lequin Ducks and Common Eiders were 
reported from the two regular regional 
locations (C.B.B.T and Ocean City Inlet, 
MD). Aside from those reports, a pair of 
Harlequin Ducks n. of Ocean City 9 Mar 
was notable (DH), as were late reports 
from the C.B.B.T. of 4 Harlequin Ducks 18 
Apr (RLAk) and a Common Eider 30 Mar 
(EE). Sea ducks showed up in a few 
unusual locations: a Long-tailed Duck on 
the Potomac R. off Pt. of Rocks, Mont- 
gomery MD 2 Mar (HH, JBr), single 
White-winged Scotors 2 Mar, one in Bath 
0&TD et al.), the other on the Potomac R. 
near Violette's Lock (DCz), and another 
on the Potomac R. at the mouth of the 
Monocacy R., Frederick, MD 8 Mar (RFR). 
A Surf Scoter was at Clopper L., Mont- 
gomery 26 May (Dave Perry, RFR). Four 
duck boxes with Hooded Merganser eggs 
were found at Huntley Meadows, Fairfax 
this spring (Ken Hollinga), and a hen with 
a dozen young was seen on Dragon Run 
along the Middlesex/King and Queen line, 
VA 8 May (Teta Kain). 

An Osprey nest discovered 6 Mar along 
the Levisa R. in Buchanan, VA was a first 
for that county (RM). Swallow-tailed Kites 
had an impressive spring. A record-early 
bird was seen at Ft. Smallwood, Anne 
Arundel, MD 24 Mar, while another passed 
that hawkwatch 2 May (SR, HLW). An 
additional Maryland report was from near 
Marydel, Caroline 14 May (fide LR). In 
Virginia, the first was reported from the 

9n•29'Apdl,•kSuomal •' fVisitirigbirdih•:toui ::•ideft•m"NeW"Har•3shir• 
•ofGam• & Inhn•Fi•heri es e'•-':--'ee'and:vff[a•:Viroin, b rdt ifi pc .n ':• 3ocrted'ant hoto ra ::he•';: 

We•t(lfidi•n'Whistling:Dg• -•t.•i•ave[ pO•da• t,!e jup,• c. :,::•::r•' [(;ta- and !:f st •tC h :in the Great: ff•mal. 

,did•pOt-.mle Out natural va?a•cY; f•ut•pfovenai•e"cOUld•not•be,•terminedjThi• sidles has f' ,. re'porte on a few 
O•asions inlT'eXa•:Horida•.ahd Benfiiid•;•or&tl me• amq• j ful•ous,•nd.•:helli:edi-•;:•!•iqg~OUd•s, and a!thougr• ' 
th•.•? i!•i!ity, bff•?rner, c,apu•tY [anP,øt•'•e.di•oupte, il4p,•ese•,cases, •s,•appa• rent•,•:e•urgence in several parts'of,its: 
'•i•.'ibbean range•ight explain:i• prese•;• in the Disma! Swamp. A.iconsiderable flight of Fidvous:a•d Black=bellied 
Whistling•Ducks:'took plac•in'the;SoutheaSt':(an• bexo'•d);in: late May:•nd,June:'200•rperhal•mor• cbnteXt'for,wilg•:. 
provenance, Ah investigation 'of ,bbg,,•Jnd•co!lecti6•s ip Nqrtfi:A•?dt•ith•it,hqldth•spedes pro•UCed..no !•tm'aljøn. on: 

i rriissiiig:ca ,ptives• (!),:Scfi.•a!)!'i i• .SP!t• of:th,e.s•:factors,:w? slJtl: Cøns'Oer captive origin- m•likdy: More detail•on•,•hi• • 
r•oM':will he:published'in thi•jpumal. 
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Ivy Creek Natural Area, Albemarle 2 May 
during the V.S.O. spring weekend (m. 
ob.). Two locations reported single birds 
on 11 May, one at Bull Mountain, 
Buchanan (D. Raines, fide RM), and 
another from the E.S.V.N.W.R. (David 

Wilcox). Mississippi Kites were reported 
from their stronghold in Southside Vir- 
ginia, with a Greensville sighting for 26 
May (LL, LS, HFD), as well as 3 from Fort 
Smallwood on 12 May (SR, HLW et al.) 
and one at Observatory Hill in Char- 
lottesville during the V.S.O. weekend on 2 
May (BTe, m. ob.). 

King Rails were found on 19 Mar and 
26 Apr at Julie Metz weftands mitigation 
site, Prince William, potentially another 
breeding area for them (PK, MR). Sandhill 
Cranes were reported with surprising fre- 
quency in the Region. The first was 12 
Mar near Oakland, Garrett (fide FS). The 
remaining reports were from Virginia, all 
in May: 2 at Back Bay N.W..R. 2-11 May 
(RS, RLAk et al.), 2 at Julie Metz, Prince 
William 12 May (MR), one near Waynes- 
boro, Augusta 13 May (•AL, ph. Nancy 
Alfred, Patrick and Susan Patterson), a 
2nd county record, and one al River Park, 
Albemarle 24 May (DW). The May appear- 
ance of cranes in the Region and along the 
East Coast appears to be a recent phenom- 
enon, perhaps related to the expansion of 
the breeding range. A Common Moorhen 
11 Apr at Staunton was record-early for 
Augusta (AL), while one 11 May in 
Howard, MD at Font Hill was at a new 
location (BO). 

An estimated 2000 Black-bellied 

Plovers at Bay Creek Golf Course, 
Northampton 9 Apr made a good count 
(TS). Two Semipalmated Plovers 17 May 
at Rocky Gap S.E, Allegany, MD were 
locally rare (JBC). Record-early for Mary- 
land was a single Black-necked Stilt at 
Elliott I., Dorchester 23 Mar (RH), while 
the most reliable spring spot in Virginia 
remains Craney, with the first reported 29 
Apr (DC1); nesting Chinc. birds were first 

noted in Jun. Six American Avocets were 
at Eagles Nest Campground, Worcester 27 
Mar (PJ), a bit early, while Dykes report of 
one 18 May along US-50 near Salisbury 
was a first for Wicomico. A distan! Willet 
seen and heard at Ocean City 16 Mar 
(MH) was in full breeding plumage and 
giving a display flight in appropriate 
breeding habitat, and was thus assumed to 
be a returning nester (semipalmatus). Pre- 
vious Mar records for the state have been 
assumed to be wintering birds (Western 
Willet, inornatus), so this represents a 
record-early arrival. Another (subspecies 
undetermined) was very rare inland a! 
Lilipons, Frederick, MD on 13 Apr (DH). 
Two single Upland Sandpipers--in Rock- 
ingham, VA 1 May (John Irvine) and 4 
May at Mt. Pleasant, Howard (BO)--were 
the only ones reported. Three Whimbrels 
were al Willis Wharf, Northampton on 5 
Apr (ESB), with "hundreds" seen at differ- 
ent locations in Northampton by 18 Apr 
(RLAk). Seventy were seen 21 May over 
Howard, MD, furnishing the first report for 
the county (HBO, HJS, ?Emy Holdridge). 
A Marbled Godwit on 22 Mar at Eagle's 
Nest Campground, Worcester (PJ) could 
have been a wintering bird or a migrant, as 
the large Virginia wintering group begins 
to move in Mar. A 3rd record for 
Wicomico, MD and a record-high count 
were 88 Ruddy Turnstones, along with a 
notable 139 Black-belfied Plovers, 30 May 
at Laws Rd. (MH). Nine White-rumped 
Sandpipers at a weftands mitigation site 
11-13 May were a first for Fauquier (TMD, 
SH, ICT). Pectoral Sandpipers arrived 
early throughout the Region, the first 
report being almost record-early for Mary- 
land on 2 Mar in St. Mary• (KR), and 
while not the earliest this year in VA, 25 
seen 6 Mar at Leggett's Bottom, Halifax 
deserve mention (JB1). Larner• diligent 
shorebirding in the Shenandoah Valley 
provided good numbers of birds through- 
out spring, with a record-high 88 Wilson's 
Snipe 7 Apr; on 17 May, he tallied another 

. ß An unprecedented fallout of Red-necked Phalaropes occurred in the Region {his spring. The species is regular in •pelagic waters off the Region during May and in small numbers (1-3 per season) at prime shorebird areas such 
as Craney and Hart, but is extremely rare inland in spring (more regular in fall). One was found 10 May at the Maple Dam 
Rd. impoundments, l)orchestedHTk H LW, L•D, MB). inland birds were widely reported beginning 16 May, the first from 
Sperryville, Rappahannock, V•, (HFD), followed by 2 on 17 May at the C.B.B.T. (BTa) and one 18 May at Sunrise Valley 
Par• Fair•ar •M)• The •argest push came 22 May• when Dave Carr f•und 8 at B•andy F.xperimenta• Farm• c•arke• V^ (one 
present the following day and none thereafter); a single was at Huntley Meadows IArlene Itichman, 6ene Keefe, m. ob-; 
also 23 May); one visited Frands Scott Key Mall, Frederick, MD (Mike Welch); and yet another was at Assat. (DP, Duvall 
So[iers). At the regular Iocations•singles were reported from Hart 24 & 31 May (US), and 3 were atCraney 20 May {DCI), 
wi• 3 present 26 May (LI., LS; Dfiriene Ja•)• The first wave may have been aSSOCiated with a northeaster off the coast, 
while second push may have been assodated with a lowpressure system•over:tl)e Ohlo•Valie• th• interfereffwith 
onward migration. 

new spring peak for Augusta with 32 Least 
Sandpipers at Swoope, as well as 25 Dun- 
fin and 44 Short-billed Dowitchers. The 

only Witsong Phalaropes reports came 
from Maryland, with 2 at Irish Grove, 
Somerset 12-14 May (D&CB, SHD), a sin- 
gle seen 29 May at Poplar I., Talbot (JR), 
and 4 at Hart, Baltimore 31 May (EJS). Fif- 
teen Red Phalaropes near Baltimore 
Canyon off Ocean City 15 Mar (MJI; PJ el 
al.) provided Marylandg 2nd report in 
Mar. 

A Pomarine Jaeger was in Maryland 
waters 31 May (AE et al.). Parasitic Jaegers 
were observed from the C.B.B.T on four 

occasions 13 Apr--17 May, with a high 
count of 5 on 3 May (ESB, L. Clougherty 
et al.), while in Maryland the only report 
was 18 May from Assat. (HH, JBr). A 
South Polar Skua was seen 31 May on the 
pelagic trip to Maryland waters (p.a., AE 
et al., ph. B. Rufe); Maryland still has just 
five previous acceptable reports. Rare gulls 
were scarce this spring, with the exception 
being Little Gull. No fewer than nine 
reports of Little Gull came from Maryland 
8 Mar--12 Apr. Only two of these were 
from the most regular location, Back River 
WT.E, Baltimore, and just one was at the 
coast. The others were locally rare, com- 
ing from the Middle Bay and n. into its 
tributaries. Three of these reports pro- 
vided the 2nd through 4th Kent records, 
while another furnished one of only a few 
Queen Anne• records. Only ads. were 
noted in those reports that included age 
data. None were seen in Virginia. 

A Laughing Gull on 11 Apr provided the 
2nd spring and 3rd overall record for 
Augusta (AL). Several Iceland Gulls were 
reported, the first being 9 Mar from the 
Tidal Basin, D.C. (CH), an ad. 9 Mar from 
Hooperg I. (HTA), a first-winter at Roaring 
Point, Wicomico 11 Mar, and one at the 
Salisbury Landfill, Wicomico 13 Mar 
(SHD). Later, Prince William Landfill 
boasted a first-winter bird 19 Mar (LC), 
and later birds were at Hunting Cr., Fair- 
fax, which hosted a first-summer 30 Apr-- 
1 May (KG, SS); another was at Virginia 
Beach 8 May (RS). An ad. Glaucous Gull 
was a delight off Virginia Beach 1 Mar (BP 
et al.), an age rarely seen in the Region. A 
first-winter Thayer's Gull was at the Salis- 
bury Landfill, Wicomico 11 Mar (SHD). 
The Sandgates, St. Mary• Kelp Gull was 
reported once during the season on 10 Mar 
(PC). Record-early for Maryland was a 26 
Apr Gull-billed Tern at Sinepuxent Bay, 
Worcester (MLH), and one 31 May at Hart 
was rare for Baltimore (EJS). Four Royal 
Terns 23 Mar from Aquia Landing Park, 
Stafford, VA, and over the Potomac from 
the same location in Charles, MD were 

early (TMD, ICT), as was a Caspian Tern 
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30 Mar at Blackwater N.W.R., Dorchester 
(HTA). Sandwich Terns in Maryland are 
notable but regular at Skimmer I., Ocean 
City, Worcester, where several were seen 
from 29 May on, though one from Poplar 
I. 13 May was unexpected (JR), furnishing 
only about the 3rd spring report for the 
Middle Bay and 2nd for Talbot. Roseate 
Terns are undoubtedly annual along 
the coast but are rarely detected by 
Regional observers. Although the 
species nested in Maryland as recently 
as 1963, reports since 1991 in this 
area have yet to yield breeding 
attempts. One was reported 18 May 
from West Ocean City (HH, JBr), and 
another from Ocean City Inlet 29 May 
(ph. MH), with possibly the same 
individual seen that day at Skimmer I. 
(SHD). This species was frequently 
reported May through Jul in New Jer- 
sey. Hains Point, D.C. had 21 Com- 
mon Terns pass by 10 May (PP), while 
Churchill found 3 at Meadow L., Gar- 
rett and one at Rocky Gap S.E, Alle- 
gany 17 May. Reese counted 555 
Common Terns at the colony on 
Poplar I., Talbot during his 29 May - 
survey. 1 

Alcids were well represented on a i 
Virginia Beach pelagic trip 1 Mar, 
with 309 Dovekies, 30 Atlantic { 
Puffins, and 32 Razorbills noted (BP 
et al.). The Maryland pelagic trip 15 
Mar (PG etal.), recorded 2 Dovekies, 
an Atlantic Puffin, and 7 Razorbills. 
Best bird on the latter trip was Mary- 
land's 6th Common Murre, seen 
briefly but well by a single observer 
(p.a., ?MJI). Seldom seen from land • 
in the Region, Razorbills were 
reported from Ocean City Inlet 2 Mar 
(David Farner) and 5 Mar (SHD), and 
a sighting from Assat. 18 May (HH, 
JBr), bested the state's late date by more 
than a month, though Virginia has mid- 
May records. 

DOVES THROUGH WARBLERS 
Eumsian Collared-Doves were reported 
from their only known Regional breeding 
location e. of Kiptopeke 10 Mar (TS), 
while a White-winged Dove put in a two- 
day appearance at the same location 11- 
12 May (John Getgood; ESB). A Monk 
Parakeet was seen 23 Mar at the D.C. 
Arboretum (CT), while another was 
found at Vienna, Fairfax 3 May (Eileen 
O'Donohue). A Long-eared Owl was near 
Laytonsville, Montgomery, MD 22 Mar 
(RFR), while another was discovered at 

Eleanor C. Lawrence Park, Fairfax 24 Mar 
(John White). 

A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was late at 
Monticello Park, Alexandria 3 May, well 

away from breeding grounds (Kim 
Venne). Spring reports of Olive-sided Fly- 
catcher for the Region numbered nine, the 
bulk coming 10-17 May. Yellow-bdfied 
Flycatcher arrived in Virginia 2 May at 
Ashburn, Loudoun (JD), with three other 
reports for the Region. A respectable 10 
reports of Alder Flycatcher came from 

This dark skua in active wing molt photographed during a pelagic trip 
out of Ocean City, Maryland 31 May 2003 is aJmost certainiy a South Poiar 

Skua, although other southern hemisphere taxa would be difficult to 
rule out here. Photo9roph by Bob Rule. 

Leaving no doubt as to its identity, this alternate-plmnaged adult Pomarine 
Jaeger was photographed on 31 May 2003 about 45 relies east of Ocem City, 

Maryland, in an area known as the Teacup. Photograph by Bob Rufe. 

areas well away from known breeding 
grounds 2-26 May, mostly on the Pied- 
mont. Great care should be taken in sepa- 
rating this species from Willow Flycatch- 
ers singing alternate songs. One Alder 
singing in Orange, VA 11 May was at a 
location where they have been sporadi- 
cally reported in spring and summer since 
2000 (G&RH). A Loggerhead Shrike at 
Camp Brown Road, St. Mary• 27 Mar (ph. 
PC) was the first migrant noted in Mary- 
land in several years, while 2 near the Rap- 
idan R., Orange, VA 2 May (DW, G&RH) 
and one in Warren 24 May (JL) were prob- 
ably breeders. 

The lone report of Philadelphia Vireo 
for the Region came 26 Apr along Hogue 
Cr., Frederick, VA (JL). Several Dorchester 
locations yielded combined nocturnal 
counts of 200 Veery, 3 Gray-cheeked, 65 
Swainson•, and 35 Wood (HTA, HLW, LD, 

MB), while O'Brien had a flight just before 
midnight in Montgomery that included 14 
Veery, 2 Gray-cheeked, one likely Bick- 
nell•, 26 Swainson's, 3 Hermits, and 10 
Woods. No Bicknell's Thrushes reported 
this spring included documentation. A 
heavy fallout of migrating passetines 
observed at the C.B.B.T. 9 May was best 

represented by 115 Gray Catbirds 
(ESB). 

Warbler migration was rather 
uneventful, with no major fallouts, 
staggering counts, or Regional 

: record-breaking dates. Many 
observers described the songbird 
migration as on time, even a bit early 
for the late Mar arrivals, but the bulk 
of the migrants were thought to be 
running close to a week late. A Yel- 
low-throated Warbler was reported 4 
& 9 May near Stuart's Draft, provid- 
ing a 5th spring and 7th overall 
record for Augusta (AC). A Swain- 
song Warbler was heard along Nas- 
sawango Cr., Wicomico 19 Apr 
(SHD). 

SPARROWS THROUGH FINCHES 
One of 2 Clay-colored Sparrows that 
was found at Evans Rd., Worcester 5 
Jan was seen as late as 9 Mar (WGE, 
NLM). An impressive 15 Vesper 
Sparrows were recorded 29 Mar in 
Fauquier (MR, KG). Five Nelson• 
Sharp-tailed and 2 Saltmarsh Sharp- 
tailed Sparrows were seen during the 
passefine fallout 9 May at C.B.B.T. 
(ph. ESB). A single Seaside Sparrow 
was notable in the impoundments at 
Back Bay N.W.R. I May (RLAk). A 
Fox Sparrow at Julie Metz Wetlands, 
Prince William 20 Apr was somewhat 
late (MR). Of the 21 Lincolng Spar- 
row reports in the Region, 16 were 

noted 7-13 May, all at expected inland 
locations. An imm. Harris's Sparrow 
found at Manchester, Carroll, MD 26 Dec 
was last reported 7 Mar (Sharon Schwem- 
ruer). A White-throated Sparrow singing 
in Bishopville, Worcester 31 May (MH) 
was quite late. A Dark-eyed Junco 16 May 
at Nanjemoy, Charles, MD was a late 
migrant (Mike Callahan). 

The ad. male Painted Bunting that fre- 
quented various feeders in Cape Charles, 
Northampton in winter was last seen 12 
Apr (SWH). Dickcissels continue to be 
found in recently-discovered breeding 
areas in the n. Piedmont of Virginia. The 
first was heard 10 May n. of Culpeper, 
while others were at Rapidan, Culpeper, 
and Remington and Bristersburg, Fauquier 
through the end of the period (SCR, 
TMD). In Maryland, one was noted 17 
May near L. Artemesia, Prince George• 
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(DM), and one was on Three Springs Rd., 
Rockingham, VA 30 May (Mike Smith). 
Winter finches were nearly absent during 
the past winter, thus it was no surprise 
that reports were limited to three sightings 
of Purple Finches. Red Crossbills are diffi- 
cult to confirm as breeders in the Region, 
so nest-building by a pair of ads. on Red- 
dish Knob, Rockingham 3 Apr and subse- 
quent incubation later in the month was 
quite noteworthy (Matt Gingerich, m. 
ob.). An imm. was seen taking grit along 
the road in the general vicinity of the nest 

6 Apr (Ken Ranck), while another visited 
a feeder at Bent Mt., Roanoke 21 May 
(Alyce Quinn). 

UNDOCUMENTED REPORTS 
A Rough-legged Hawk described briefly 
from Dan's Mt., Allegany 25 May (?EK, 
?PW, NK) would be more than a month 
past Maryland's latest date on record. Arc- 
tic Tern was reported from Assat. 18 May; 
of Maryland's 20+ state reports just three 
have been acceptably documented, two of 
those well inland. An Audubon's Yellow- 
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rumped Warbler was reported from a 
Trappe, Talbot, MD yard 29 Apr. There are 
three previous state records and seven 
undocumented reports for this subspecies. 
Documentation must take care to rule out 

intergrades. 

Corrigenda: In N.A.B. 56 (3), a report of 
Wilson's Plover from Craney I. 8 May 2002 
was inadvertendy omitted; fipologies to the 
observer, Stephen D. Eccles, for this over- 
sight. In N.A.B. 57: 38, the list of extralim- 
ital records of Heermann's Gull failed to 

mention the half-dozen or so reports of the 
species from east of the Cascade Crest in 
Oregon and Washington. Thanks to Steve 
Mlodinow for pointing this out. 

Observers (area compilers in boldface): 
Robert L. Ake, George L. Armistead, Harry 
T. Armistead, Scott Baron, Ken Bass, Mel 
Baughman, Debbie Bennett (Caroline, 
PO. Box 404 Denton, MD 21625), Jeff 
Blalock, Jim Brighton, Edward S. Brinkley, 
Don and Carol Broderick, Laura Catter- 
ton, J. B. Churchill, David Clark (DC1), 
Andrew Clem, J. Wallace Coffey, Barry 
Cooper, Patty Craig (St. Maryk, EO. Box 
84, Lexington Park, MD 20653), Dave 
Czaplak (DCz), John and Thelma Dalmas, 
Lynn Davidson, H. Fenton Day III, Todd 
M. Day, John Drummond, Samuel H. 
Dyke, Andy Ednie, Glen Eller, Walter G. 
Ellison, Elisa Enders, Tad Finnell, Kurt 
Gaskill, Paul Guris, Steven W Hairfield, 
Matt Hafner, Clive Harris, George & Rose- 
mary Harris, Sue Heath, Robert Hilton, 
Mark L. Hoffman, Hans Holbrook, D.W 
Holmes, John Hubbell, Kye Jenkins, Parke 
John, Elliot Kirschbaum, Nancy 
Kirschbaum, Philip Kline, Mary Alice 
Koeneke, Glenn Koppel, Allen Larner, Bev 
Leeuwenburg, Jon Litde, Larry Lynch, 
Gail Mackiernan, Nancy L. Martin, Roger 
Mayhorn, Alex Merritt, Paul Mocko (VA- 
BIRD internet group), Dave 
Mozurkewich, Paul O'Brien, Bonnie Ott, 
Brian Patteson, Helen A. Patton (Mont- 
gomery, 429 Hamilton Ave., Silver Spring, 
MD 20901), Paul Pisano, Elizabeth Pitney 
(Wicomico, 7218 Waiston Switch Rd., Par- 
sonsburg, MD 21849), Dave Powell, Kyle 
Rainbo, Jan Reese, Marc Ribaudo, Sue Ric- 
ciardi, Bob Riggs, Robert E Ringler, Les 
Roslund, Stephen C. Rottenborn, Fran 
Saunders, Norm Saunders (MDOsprey 
Internet Group), Tom Saunders, Lydia 
Schindler (Voice of the Naturalist), Rob 
Simpson, Eugene J. Scarpula, Lauren 
Scott, Jo Solem (Howard, 10617 Gmeloch 
Rd., Laurel, MD 20723), James L. Stasz, 
Sherman Suter, Brian Taber (BTa), Brenda 
Tekin (BTe), Mary Ann Todd, lan C. 
Topolsky, Craig Turner, Pete Webb, Hal L. 
Wierenga, Bill Williams, Dave White. • 
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