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Themed issues

Great material has been streaming in
from contributors over the past year, and
we find ourselves, like our colleagues at
Birding, overwhelmed both with grati-
tude and with work! Manuscripts from
ornithologists and birders have been
part of the deluge, and one happy result
of this abundance has been that, as at
Birding, we are now able to assemble
issues with a focus or theme. The cur-
rent issue has something of a Florida
focus. Gray Kingbird, a species most
North Americans associate with Florida,
is considered in wide context but specif-
ically in its capacity to stray, while two
vagrants to Florida, Elegant Tern and
Short-tailed Shearwater, are documented
here in very different contexts, the for-
mer as a nester with a Sandwich Tern
(the first such North American record
away from the Pacific), the latter as a
cryptic stray from another ocean basin,
meticulously documented with morpho-
metrics, likewise the first of its kind in
North America to be confirmed away
from the Pacific. The methodological
approaches in these articles are hetero-
geneous, but the records they summa-
rize or document have broad applica-
tions and relevance well beyond Florida
or the southeastern United States: no
longer can we assume that every dark
Puffinus shearwater in the Atlantic is a
Sooty, and we must consider carefully

the possibility of hybrid Sandwich x Ele-
gant Terns when reporting a Cayenne
Tern or an Elegant Tern out of range.
Future themed issues will present mate-
rial on waterfowl, shorebirds, and on
records from the Caribbean basin.

Moving pictures

We had the pleasure of seeing the
extraordinary film Winged Migration
recently, a film that treats the annual
migration of dozens of diurnal
migrants—mostly waterfowl, cranes,
storks, and terns—on all continents.
The project involved 14 cinematogra-
phers in five crews, 17 pilots, and a crew
of many hundreds working for three
years in forty countries. To obtain
unimaginably close footage of flying
birds at all altitudes, cinematographers
and engineers used traditional gliders,
planes, and helicopters, remote-con-
trolled model planes and helicopters,
the delta plane (“delta wing”), specially-
designed ultra-lights and balloons, and
more. Voice-overs were limited, and the
images of the birds were allowed to
speak for themselves. Though some
birds were trained for filming, the
results are tremendous from technical
and logistical points of view.

What struck us most about this film
were our own reactions to it and the
reactions of fellow filmgoers. We were
speechless; many viewers sobbed qui-

etly, as flocks of Red-breasted Geese,
viewed from eye-level, moved through
the industrial wastelands of eastern
Europe; as flocks of Bar-headed Geese
attempted to crest the Himalayas; as
Common Cranes approached an elderly
woman in the remote farm fields of the
Aubrac. No amount of land-bound bird-
ing allows us to see birds from this van-
tage, and the immediacy of the images—
as Greylag Geese pass along the Seine,
with the Eiffel Tower in the background,
and Canada Geese move through Monu-
ment Valley or down the East River, with
the Twin Towers to their west—all give
the viewer the sense of moving as part of
a migrating flock, a fantasy perhaps so
deeply rooted in the minds of birders as
to be unintimated. With cinematogra-
phy so unerring, and modern musical
accompaniment so close to the rhythms
of migration, perhaps it should not have
been surprising to see an entire theatre
so undone by the film. It occurred to us,
as it has to others, that bird conservation
has reached, at long last, a new niveau of
engagement and recruitment, one in
which birds function not so much as
aesthetic objects or objects of entertain-
ment—but as subjects in their own
right. The film’s message is unmistak-
able: migration is perilous, and our
shared environment is fragile beyond
words, but not frail. Birds emerge as a
nearly perfect wedding of beauty and

Thanks to everyone who has generously donated to the “Friends of North American Birds” fund over the past three
months! Collectively, you have contributed nearly twelve thousand dollars to the fund, which will allow for sig-
nificant improvements to the journal. We hope that even more Friends will step forward, and we will acknowl-
edge our donors in the first issue of each volume. To Contribute on line, go to <http://americanbirding.org/

publications/nabfriends.htm>.

In the meanwhile, we were again delighted to receive corporate support for the journal from the Environmental
Unit of Chevron Texaco Energy Research and Technology Company. With all this support, we're already
able to move forward to fund several much-needed improvements: first, the wrapper in which your journal
arrived (hopefully not spindled, folded, or otherwise mutilated), and second, the extra signature (16 pages) to
accommodate the abundance of good material submitted by authors, regional editors, and our many thousands

of contributors. Enjoy!
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