
he fall season once again was character- 
ized by several firsts: the first docu- 
mented Golden-cheeked Warbler in 

Costa Rim, the first Nazca Booby from the 
Caribbean/Atlantic, and the first report of 
Steller's Jay in El Salvador since 1927. But this 
year marks another significant milestone: the 
first bird record from Honduras to grace these 
pages! Can Nicaragua be far behind? 

I would like to make a plea for readers to 
submit all occurrences of Mangrove Cuckoo in 
Central America away from well-documented 
breeding areas. Determining the regional and 
seasonal status of this species in the Region 
must be one of the most under-appreciated 
challenges here. Where is it resident? Where is 
it only a migrant or winter visitor? In thou- 
sands of hours of field work over a decade, I 
have yet to see this species in Belize, yet it has 
been variously reported over the years to be res- 
ident in a number of coastal areas. 

STORM-PETRELS TH ROUGH TERNS 
An ad. Red-billed Tropicbird found stranded on 
the beach at Malpais, Peninsula de Nicoya on 2 
Sep (FL) later recovered and flew off. This 
pelagic species is seldom reported from 
nearshore Costa Rica. In E1 Salvador, 30 Amer- 
ican White Pelicans at Cerr6n Grande near Rio 

Soyate, Chalatenango 28 Sep (NH) were either 
early fall arrivals or possibly oversummering. 
Magnificent Frigatebirds are occasionally 
reported far inland, but a group of 15 drcling 
over the old airstrip at Tikal N.P 23 Sep 0T) 
must have come as quite a surprise! Two days 
later, 2 were present at nearby Flores (EP). Such 
observations raise the question: How much 
gene flow might there be between Atlantic and 
Pacific populations? A kettle of 69 Swallow- 
tailed Kites migrating e. past the Snake Cayes 2 
Aug (LZ) were clearly taking an overwater 
shortcut from Belize across the Bay of Honduras 
on their annual aerial trek to South America. 

The presence of Double-toothed Kite in Belize's 
northernmost district was established 21 Sep 
when one was seen near Shipstern, Corozal 
0L)- Three Zone-tailed Hawks were reported in 
Belize this fall: one on 23 Oct at Punta Gorda, 
one near All Pines, Stann Creek, 6 Nov (both 
LJ), and one 10 Nov near Monkey River, Toledo 
(PB, RZ, EM). 

A Ruddy Cmke heard at Plan de Amayo 1 
Sep (NH) established the first record for Son- 
sonate, and one heard and seen at Laguna de 
Olomega, San Miguel 13 Nov (NH, WR) was 
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the first recorded at that locality since 1925. 
This species is at the s. limit of its range in El 
Salvador. A Black Rail heard repeatedly at close 
range near Big Falls, Toledo 9 Nov (LJ) was the 
most recent of a mere handful of records of this 

enigmatic species in Befize. A Rufous-necked 
Wood-Rail heard and seen 18 Aug al 1500 m 
elevation on the slopes of San Salvador Volcano 
(NH, RIP) lends credence to the notion that 
this species is an altitudinal migrant, breeding 
in mountainous forest understory and winter- 
ing (Sep-Apr) in coastal mangrove swamps. 

Southern Lapwings continue to be reported 
from Costa Rica and from an increasing number 
of sites• One was in the interior at Los Lagos de 
San Ramon (850 m elev.) 31 Aug--30 Nov+ 
(BY, RO, EA); 2 were al Playa Herradura, near 
Jaco 23 Sep (WG); and one was at the San 
lsidro de E1 General S.T.E 25-26 Sep (]RZ, NU, 
WO). In E1 Salvador, 20 Snowy Plovers and 48 
Wilson's Plovers at Bocana El Cordoncillo, La 
Paz 6 Sep (NH) were considered to be unusu- 
ally large concentrations for this date, and 15 
Wilson's Phalaropes at CerrGn Grande Reser- 
voir near Colima 28 Sep (NH) was the largest 
concentration of this species yet recorded in the 
country A visiting V.E.N.T. tour group had the 
good fortune of finding a Longsbilled Curlew 
in a large flock of shorebirds on the extensive 
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mudfiats at Panama Viejo 24 Oct (BZ, VE et 
al.). This species is very rare as far s. as Panama. 
Also rare in s. Centxal America was an ad. 

Forster's Tern in basic plumage well seen at Tar- 
coles, Costa Rica 28 Nov (BT). A flock of 372 
Elegant Terns at the mouth of Rio Jiboa, La Paz 
25 Nov (TJ) was considerably larger than the 
previous El Salvador high count of 80. 

PARAKEETS THROUGH THRUSHES 
A flock of 25 Red-throated Green Parakeets on 

San Salvador Volcano, La Libertad 25 Aug (NH) 
was present at an unusual date in an area where 
the spedes is believed to be a seasonal visitor. 
Rarely reported in Costa Rica, but probably not 
as rare as the few records indicate, was a Black- 
billed Cuckoo on 12 Oct 0RZ) at 1100 m ele- 
vation in Naranjo de Alajeula. Two separate 
Mangrove Cuckoos were present near Ship- 
stern, Corozal 4, 7 & 13 Sep 0L). Although not 
recorded in Befize until 1998, the Short-tailed 
Nighthawk has now been recorded in the coun- 
ny on four occasions, three times on cayes. The 
latest comes from Caye Caulker (the 2nd from 
this caye), where one was carefully studied 
perched on a tree limb 13 Aug (J&DB). An 
impressive flock of 370 Chestnut-collared 
Swifts at E1 BoquerGn Crater, San Salvador Vol- 
cano 10 Aug (NH) was easily the largest assem- 
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blage yet recorded in El Salvador. A lone Lesser 
Swallow-tailed Swifi at Fireburn, Corozal 18 
Oct 0L) was the northernmost documented 
occurrence of this species in Belize and the 
Yucatan Peninsula. In E1 Salvador, 5 or more 
male Sparkling-tailed Hummingbirds (no 
females were seen) frequented a coffee planta- 
tion at Apaneca. Ahuachap•n from May to Oct 
(AMC). This species is rarely seen in El Sal- 
vador, and little is known of its seasonal move- 
ments. 

In El Salvador, a Scaled Antpiua seen at 1800 
m elevation at Los Planes de Montecristo, Santa 
Aria 24 Nov (AMC) was the first recorded in 

Montecristo N.E since the 1970s, and a Bright- 
rumped Attila heard on San Salvador Volcano, 
La Libertad 23 Nov (NH) was in an area where 
it is seldom recorded. A Scissor-tailed Fly- 
catcher near Shipstern, Corozal 23 Sep (JL) was 
the earliest fall report yet for Belize, ecliFsing 
the old record by five days. In Costa Rica, the 
Warbling Vireo is a very rare migrant and w•n- 
ter visitor, so one seen 13 Oct at Home Cr., 
Lim6n OS, EC et aL) was noteworthy. A group 
of 3-4 Steller's Jays on Cerro E1 Pital, Chalate- 
nanao 12 Oct (AMC) was the first recorded iu 
El Salvador since 1927. The previous report was 
also from Cerro E1 PitaL Whether these birds 

represent a small but elu- 
sive resident population or 
wanderers from nearby %• 
Honduras is not known. ;•. , :•, 
Farther s., a Black-chested "' 
Jay at Agua Buena near San 
Vito at 1100 m 22 Aug 
0RZ) was the 3rd record 
for the Pacific slope of 
Costa Rica, all coming • 
within the last two years, 
an indication that this 

species may be extending 
its range beyond the 
divide. A flock of Rufous- 

collared Robins appeared 
I0 Sep (AMC) at 1525-m 
Apaneca, 17 km w of its 
closest known breeding 
site iu El Salvador. This 

may represent a new record for Ahuachapdn. 

WARBLERS 
Both Northern Parula and Black-throated Blue 

Warbler are rarely seen as far s. as Costa Rica, 
so an ad. male of the former 7 km n. of Rio 
Estrella 24 Nov (BT) and a female of the latter 
at Braulio Carrilfu N.P. 1 Oct (GO) were quite 
unexpected. Chestnut-sided Warbler is a com- 
mon winter visitor on the Caribbean slope of n. 
Central America but very rare on the Pacific 

This dying juvenile Nazca Booby, photographed 
near Co16n on the Atlantic-side entrance to the 

Panama Canal, estabfished the first record of this 
species away from the Pacific Ocean basin 19 July 
2002, though the possibility that it rode a ship 

through the Canal cannot he dismissed. The bird 
had been banded in the Galfipagos IdaMs in April 
2002. Photograph by AIvaro A. Jain Collado/CEASPA. 

slope; thus one seen 27 Oct (TJ) at Nuevo Oco- 
topeque, Honduras, only 10 km from El Sal- 
vador where there is only one record, was note- 
worthy Similarly, the Myrtle Warbler is nearly 
as rare on the Pacific slope of n. Central Amer- 
ica as its counterpart Audubon's is on the 
Caribbean slope; thus, 3 Myrtle Warblers 25 
Nov at Rio Jiboa, La Paz 
(TJ) was a significant 
observation for E1 Salvador. 
But the best warbler of the 

fall was clearly the first-fall 
female Golden-cheeked 

Warbler closely studied at 
1400 m on Cerro Pata de : 
Gallo, San Ram6n de Ala- 
juela on 2 Sep ($JRZ). This 
observation represents the 
first record for Costa Rica 
and the southernmost 

record ever for this species. 
Setting the record straight, 
a healthy number of Her- 
mit Warblers on El Pital, 
Chalatenango 13 Oct 
(AMC) supports the prevailing evidence thai 
this species is a rather common winter visitor in 
the interior highlands of E1 Salvador, contra its 

portrayal in the literature 
as very rare. 

A male Prairie Warble• 

at Summit Gardens nw. of 

',,, Panama City 27 Oct came 
as a real surprise to its dis- 
coverers (BZ, VE, and 
other V.E.N.T. partici- 
pants). This species is very 
rare as far s. as Panama. A 

Blackpoll Warbler, a rare 
late fall migrant in Costa 
Rica, was at Birrisito de 
Paraiso e. of Cartago 10 
Ocl (EC). Like Chestnut- 
sided Warbler, Hooded 
Warbler is common on the 

Caribbean slope of n. Cen- 
tral America but is rarely 
seen on the Pacific slope, 

so 2 males at San Salvador Volcano, La Libertad 
23 Nov (NH) were unexpected. Farther s., in 
Panama, it is at the extreme s. limit of its win- 
ter range, so a female at Tocuman Marsh 2 Oct 
(GA) was certainly noteworthy. An estimated 
25-35 Wilsonõ Warblers in a flock at Apaneca, 
Ahuachapdn 28 Aug (AMC) represented a sur- 
prisingly large number, especially for so early in 
the season. A Canada Warbler at San Salvador 

Volcano, La Libertad 2 Nov (NH) was the latest 
date on record for this transient in E1 Salvador. 

This emadated LeadIs Storm-Petrel was found 

dying on the beach at Tortuguero, Costa Rica 
2 July 2002. Incredibly, two other dying 

storm-petrels, thought to be Leadis, were 
found in the same location in early May. 
Photo9raph from video by 6ary Neuman. 

HONEYCREEPERS THROUGH BLACKBIRDS 
Ihanks to JEs exhaustive year-long study of 
birds in Corozal, we now know that the Red- 
legged Honeycreeper is not resident in n. Belize 
but departs in Sep. It also appears to be decid- 
edly less common during most winters farther 
s. in Belize. 

Ihis past season, JRZ documented several 
groups of the elusive and peripatetic Slate-col- 
ored Seedeater in Costa Rica. At Sabalito de 

Coto Brus, he found many females and singing 
males in at least five small forest fiagments 
between 900 and 1100 m elevation with an 

understory of fruiting bamboo during two vis- 
its to the site 23 Aug and 11 Sep. In his words, 
they "seemingly appeared en masse out of the 

ether" in an area where they 
had never been reported 
before. He also heard songs 
from at least 2 birds in simi- 

t[ lar habitat at 750 m elevation 
in Los Altos de Salitre, 
Buenos Aires de Puntarenas 

on 29 Sep, and had several 
females and singing males in 
a mature rice field and adja- 
cent swamp forest at Zapote 
de Sarapiqni about 10 km e. 
of Puerto Viejo on 17 Oct. 
The latter were the first 

reported from Costa Rica's 
Caribbean slope in many 
years. He recorded another 
itinerant bamboo feeder, 

Blue Seedeater, at Cerros Diria, near Santa Cruz 
5 Nov. This female was the first of the species 
reported from the mountains of Peninsula de 
Nicoya. 

Of the handful of Lincolng Sparrow records 
from Belize most are from the cayes; thus one 
seen in the Mtn. Pine Ridge 30 Nov by CB and 
Field Guides tour participants was noteworthy 
A Melodious Blackbird 23 Aug at Sabalito de 
Coto Brus 0RZ) was at the s. extreme in Costa 
Rica of its slowly expanding range. Coto Brus is 
only 4 km from Panama, where the species is 
yet to be recorded. 

Contributors (country coordinators in boldface): 
Eduardo Amengual, George Angehr (Panama), 
Philip Balderamos, Tom Bartlett, Chris Benesh, 
Jim and Dorothy Beveridge, Alvaro Mois•s 
Calder0n, Ernesto Carman, Robert Dean. Victor 
Emanuel, Charlie Gomez, William Granados, 
N•stor Herrera, Tom Jenner, Lee Jones (Belize), 
Oliver Komar (El Salvador), Jacques Laesser, 
Felipe Lopez, Evaristo Muschamp, Gemrdo 
Obando, Walter Odin, Erick Peche, Norma 
Ponce, Ricardo Ibarra Portilfu, Wilfredo 
Rodriguez, Julio Sinchez, Julio Tot, Jonathan 
Urbina, Noel Urefia, V.E.N.T. (Victor Emanuel 
Nature Tours), Bruce Young, Len Zeoli, James R. 
Zook (Costa Rica), Ralph Zufiiga. 
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