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GREAT TEXAS BIRDING CLASSIC

APRIL 26 - MAY 4, 2003

To learn more or receive
registration materials,
visit us on the Web:

www.tpwd.state,
tx.us/gthc

or call:
1-888-TX-BIRDS
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® 950 species. 4000 illustrations on ® 950 species. 128 color plates. ® 475 color photos illustrate every species
200 color plates. ® Detailed descriptions of every species. described.
® Great for field identification. Paper $24.95  Cloth $49.50 ® Covers birds, mammals, trees, flowers,
and more.
b Paper $19.95
Available from ABA Sales = (800) 634-7736 = Email: abasales@abasales.com * www.americanbirding.org
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ABA-Endorsed Tours

Enjoy Very Special

2003

Feb 13 to 22 & Feb 27 to Mar 8 - Cuba

See Cuban endemics including Zapata species on bird study tour to Cuba approved by U.S. Treasury.

Fust trip led by U.S. omnithologist Brett Walker; second by Caribbean birder Nancy Norman.

Gary Markowski, (860) 354-5590, cubirds@aol.com

Feb 24 to Mar 7 - Sub-Antarctic Islands

Cruise to the Snares, Auckland, Macquarie, Campbell Islands for penguins, albatross, other seabirds. Led by
Wayne Peterson. New Zealand South Island extension. Massachusetts Audubon Society, (800) 289-9504,
x 7411; nhtravel@massaudubon.org

February & March ~ Caribbean

Three one-week trips: The Bahamas, Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic with excellent guides.
OBserv Tours, Inc., (615) 292-2739, observinc@aol.com

Mar 2 to 15 - Belize & Tikal

Bird with superb, enthusiastic U.S. & local guides; see up to 300 species; comfortable accommodations.
Wildside Birding Tours, (888) 875-9453; tours@adventurecamera.com

Mar 22 to Apr 5 — Birds of the Maya

See tropical lowland forest birds, many endangered; travel through southern Mexico, Guatemala and Belize.
Holbrook Travel, Inc., (800) 451-7111, pelin@holbrooktravel.com

Apr 13 to May 1 ~ Wild China

Wide diversity of habitats, large variety of bird species, spectacular scenery and colorful pageantry of Chinese
hfe First class accommodations. Led by Asian birding expert Chris Cook. Siemer & Hand Travel,

(800) 451-4321; travel @siemerhand.com

Apr 17 to 30 - Romania & Hungary

See migration through Danube Delta, Dodrudja Plain, Hortobagy NP. Outstanding British leader. Circa 200
species. Celtic Bird Tours, (44) 1656-645-709; birds@celtictours.org.uk

May 18 to 31 - Finland & North Norway

Join 50 million breeding pairs of birds in Land of the Midnight Sun; excellent local guides.

Siemer & Hand Travel, (800) 451-4321; travel @siemerhand.com

Jun 11 to 23 - Alaska in June

Bird Nome, Denali and the Kenai Peninsula searching for Alaska’s special breeding birds. Led by

Gary Rosenberg. Wings, Inc., (520) 320-9868, wings@wingsbirds.com

Jun 19 to Jul 2 - Bering Sea

Bird Pribiloffs, Aleutians to Attu; Bering Island & Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula. Led by Debi Shearwater and
Steve Howell. Clipper Cruise Line, (800) 814-9393, x 6813#; csperry@intrav.com

Jul 18 to 31 - Peruvian Amazon

Join discoverer of 4 new species in one of rarest Amazonian habitats; bird islands, tropical

forest; also pelagic cruise. Holbrook Travel, Inc., (800) 451-7111, pelin@holbrooktravel.com

Aug 19 to 29 - Alaska: Fall Migration & Specialties

Bird western Alaska - Nome & Gambell - at time of unparalleled bird abundance; seek vagrants.

Pre trip to Pribiloffs. Led by Paul Lehman. Wings, Inc., (520) 320-9868, wings@wingsbirds.com

Aug 29 to Sep 7 - Atlantic Canada

Enjoy rich birdlife including excellent sea birding on luxury trip that prowls shores and islands. Led by
Bruce Mactavish. Clipper Cruise Line, (800) 814-9393, x 6813#; csperry@intrav.com

Sep 17 to 30 - Wales/Norfolk

The most exciting time to bird the UK with thousands of migrants. Excellent guides and accommodation.
150 175 species. Celtic Bird Tours, {44) 1656-645-709; birds@celtictours.org.uk

Oct 13 to 27 - Costa Rica.

Bird with field omithologists at Tortuguero; travel into foothills and high mountains for fabulous birding.
Holbrook Travel, Inc., (800) 451-7111; penlin@holbrooktravel.com

Oct 20 to Nov 2 - Tanzania Bird Safari

Explore northem Tanzania on this very luxurious safari; 400+ birds, many large mammals. Led by local
omuthologist Marc Baker. Siemer & Hand Travel, (800) 451-4321; travel @siemerhand.com

Oct 29 to Nov 14 — New Zealand

See unique endemics of these delightful isles; expert local guides; several boat excursions including pelagic
birding. Talon Tours, (707) 795-7547; talontours@yahoo.com

November ~ Caribbean

Two one-week trips: Jamaica and The Cayman Islands with excellent guides. OBserv Tours, Inc.,

(615) 292-2739, observinc@aol.com

Nov 12 to Dec 4 — Antarctica, South Georgia and the Falklands

Voyage from Falklands to Antarctica and back to South America to visit penguin and other seabird colonies.
Led by Wayne Peterson and top penguin researcher. Post-cruise extension to Tierra del Fuego region.
Clipper Cruise Line, (800) 814-9393, x 6813#; csperry@intrav.com

SHORT TRIPS FOR TARGET SPECIES

For descriptions of short trips for target species in North America, Hawaii and Bahamas go to www.americanbirding.org

For Tour Codes go to www.americanbirding.org

Birding

Please contact tour company
directly for information and reservation,
and tell them you are interested in the
ABA-endorsed tour. Tour companies pay
ABA a commission for each
ABA participant.

Supporting Birders’ Exchange

NG

AmericanBirding

A S S O CI1ATION



Jul, suggesting early abandonment of dry
mountains; among the earliest were singles at
Silver City 28 Jun (D & MZ}, Albuquerque Jul
6 (CR), and Sevilleta 11 Jul (WH). Far e. were
2 Canyon Towhees at Caprock Amphitheater,
Quay 5 Jun (LS). Two Green-tailed Towhees
were in the Gallinas Mts. 15 Jun (HS), the
2nd consecutive summer the species has
occurred there; early was a Green-tailed at
Corrales 18 Jul (DK). In the Animas Valley,
Botteri’s Sparrows continued to show recov-
ery from the 2000 fire, with 38 territories (but
only 10 in or near the burned area) 1-5 Jul
(SOW, PM); in the w. Playas Valley, one
Botteri’s was singing in atypical habitat 17 Jul
(JR). A Rufous-crowned Sparrow was n. in
the upper R.G.V. to Orilla Verde 23 Jun (JT).
Single Chipping Sparrows returned to La Joya
11 Jul (WH) and P.O. Canyon 13 Jul (CL).
Breeding Brewer’s Sparrows were confirmed
mn Colfax, with up to 5 males singing in salt-
bush at Maxwell 6 Jul, a nest with eggs 12 Jul,
and dependant fledglings 31 Jul (ph. DC). A
Vesper Sparrow near Pinon 6 Jun (WH) was
at the s. edge of the breeding range; Vesper
maxima were 70 near Fence L. 13 Jun (DK)
and 52 near Pecos 8 Jun (CR). Lark Buntings
were notably scarce, and likely failed to nest;
fall migrants were in Colfaxby 6 Jul (DC) and
Roosevelt by 18 Jul (LS). Late for the desert
was a White-crowned Sparrow at Deming 10
Jun (LM). A partial survey in the Animas
Mts. 14 Jun found 5 singing Yellow-eyed
Juncos (SOW, AC), the most reported there in
several years.

A Pyrrhuloxia wandered far n. to White
Rock Canyon, Sandovali 1 Jun (SF). Following
a strong spring showing, single male Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks were at Jornada 1 Jun
{RM), R.S. 2 Jun (JO), and near Gila 29 Jul
(DF), and a male and female were together at
Silver City 30 Jul (D&MZ). Both Lazuli and
Indigo Buntings were present together at sev-
eral n. sites, including Dawson Cemetery near
Cimarron, where there was a Lazuli x Indigo
hybrid 4 Jul (ph. DC). Encouraging were 5
Varied Bunting territories in Guadalupe
Canyon 11-13 Jun (SOW) and a male at
Walnut Canyon, Eddy 9 Jun (vt. JO) and 24
Jul (SW). Noteworthy Painted Buntings were
one singing near Newkirk, Guadalupe 7 Jun
(DE, CR), 5 singing at Tucumcari 7 Jun (CR),
and one near Three Rivers, Otero 28 Jun (MS,
JZ). Single Dickcissels at LVN.W.R. 9 Jun
(WW) and Bosque Redondo 7 Jun (JO) pro-
vided the only reports; although searched for,
none were detected in Quay, Curry, or
Roosevelt all period (LS). A male Bobolink
singing in alfalfa near Cimarron 8 & 13 Jul
(ph. DC, JO) disappeared when the field was
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cut 17 Jul (DC). Brewer’s Blackbirds contin-
ued their southward expansion, with a pair in
Tajique Canyon, Manzano Mts. 19 Jun (HS),
several in Catron at Reserve, San Francisco
Plaza, Rancho Grande, Alma, and Glenwood
14-16 Jun (JO), and 2 at Sacramento plus 5
near Weed, Otero 9 Jun (JO). North was a
singing Orchard Oriole at Maxwell 13 Jul
(JO). An imm. male Baltimore Oriole was
singing at R.S. 2 Jun (vt. JO). Several Scott’s
Orioles were found n. and e. of usual, includ-
ing 3 at Caja del Rio 28 Jun (JP) and one near
Ragland, Quay 16 Jun (CR). Cassin’s Finches
were unusually scarce, with one at Los
Alamos 14 Jun (JT), 2 near Angel Fire 30 Jun
{CR), and one at a Manzano Mits. feeder in
Jun (TH) the only reports. Pine Siskins, typi-
cally scarce in submontane areas in summer,
arrived there in numbers by mid-Jul. A juv.
Lawrence’s Goldfinch in P.O. Canyon 24 Jul
(CL) was remarkably early and represented
the first state record since Feb 2000.
American Goldfinch is an extremely rare

breeder in New Mexico, so noteworthy were 3
on the Vermejo R. at Dawson 5 Jun (DC) and
8 on Ponil Cr. near Cimarron 13-14 Jun and
3 Jul (DC), with up to 11 singing males there
24 Jul (DC).

Initialed observers: Kathy Brodhead, David
Cleary, Kathleen Cotton, Nancy Cox, Alan
Craig, Douglas Emkalns, Gordon Ewing,
Steven Fettig, Denise Friedrick, William
Howe, Tyler Huning, David Krueper, Eugene
Lewis, Carroll Littlefield, Brian Long, Larry
Malone, Patricia Mehlhop, Ray Meyer, Gale

. Monson, James Montgomery, Bruce Neville,

Jerry Oldeneitel, John Parmeter, Nicholas
Pederson, Brandon Percival, Eric Rominger,
Christopher Rustay, Janet Ruth, Lawry Sager,
Hart Schwarz, Marcy Scott, Patricia Snider,
Dale Stahlecker, Scott Stoleson, Joyce
Takamine, Brad Vaughn, Gordon Warrick,
Steve West, William West, Robert Wilcox, S
O. Williams, Hope Woodward, James
Zabriskie, Dale & Marian Zimmerman.

, Give at the Office

Two Ways to Give to ABA

Many companies will match monthly or payroll deduction gifts
as well as annual gifts. Just get your company’s matching gift
application from your personnel office, fill it out, and send it to us.

A N !
2 Ask your Errfpl \/e]r to) Match Your Gift

Take advantage of this easy way to give to ABA conservation and education
programs. Give us a call and we'll check to see if your employer is on our list
of nearly 6,000 companies with matching gift programs.

800/850-2473

or write: ABA Development, PO Box 6599, Colorado Springs, CO 80934.
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Going Birding?

Find all the books, optics, and accessories you need at ABA Sales...
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Ocean Birds of the Nearshore Pacific
Rich Stallcup

Item #755, ABA Sales Price $19.95

m e \ ABA Sales Price $24.9
(List Price $27.50)

Saving Migrant Birds

- . John Faaborg
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Living on the Wind:
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Handbook of Waterfowl

Identification g

Frank S. Todd
Item #984, ABA Sales Price $19.95

Peter Hayman, John

Marchant, and Tony Prater *

Item #714, ABA Sales Price $29.95 .
{List Price $35.00) =

ABA Sales hours, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (MST) Phone: 800/634-7736 Fax: 800/590-2473
Email: abasales@abasales.com e Website: www.americanbirding.org/abasales
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2003 Workshops for Birders

ABA’s IFO workshops are for anyone interested in learning more about birds in their natural
environment.

Subtropical Birds of the Lower Rio Grande Valley ®
with World Birding Center staff including Tim Brush,
Brad McKinney, and John Arvin  12-17 May, McAllen, Texas.

Bird Field Study Research Methods and Citizen Science Projects
with Bird Studies Canada Staff including Jon McCracken and
Keith Larson e 10-15 June, Long Point Region in Ontario.

Sparrows LNEy

with James Rising and David Beadle ¢ 16-20 June, Minot, N. Dakota.

Arctic Breeding Bird Ecology
with Wayne Petersen and Paul Baicich ¢ 1-8 July 2003, Nome, Alaska.

Learning from Birds: A Field Course for Educators and LNEW ]
Community Organization Leaders
with Bill Hilton Jr. of Hilton Pond Center and Operation Ruby Throat
¢ 15-20 July, York, S. Carolina.

Apnis ploi4

Seabirds of the Central California Coast
with Debra Shearwater and Peter Pyle ® 1-6 August and 27 October—
1 November, California’s Central Coast.

East Coast Shorebirds
with Wayne Petersen ¢ 23-30 August, Cape Cod, Massachusetts.

Hummingbirds NEw
with Sheri L. Williamson and Tom Wood e 10-17 August, Southeast
Arizona.

Fall Warblers
with Jon Dunn and Tom Schultz ¢ 25-31 August, Point Pelee, Ontario.

sojong

Pacific Northwest Shorebirds @

with Dennis Paulson ¢ 27 August-3 September, Coastal Washmgton
State.

1eOonp4 WooAsse| 3 pue

0 d SMASAMHORSTMGOR ¥ B

Ultimate Migration
with Clay Sutton e 25-30 October, Cape May, New Jersey.

Wetlands and Waterfowl @
with William R. Stott, Jr. ® 16-21 November, Chesapeake Bay Region,
Maryland.
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Some dates and information provided here may change. Popular
workshops sell out quickly. Please contact Arlene Hall at ifo@aba.org or
719/578-9703 x235 to be placed on a priority list for a workshop.

In cooperation with

y— shiericanBoding  Institute For Field Ornithology ¢ www.americanbirding.org/IFO
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“Uncover the Un-findable.”

Diascope 65 T* FL Angled viewing

o

Diascope 65 T* FL Straight viewing

- - Zeiss Diascope
=
Zeiss' spotting scopes deliver pinpoint details over extreme
distances for a whole new world of observation. Integrated

features such as a dual focusing system with non-slip
Diascope 85 T* FL Angled viewing wheels for coarse and fine focusing, extendable sunshade,
push-pull eyecups, and rotating tripod bracket are only
-m some of the features that ensure an optimal viewing
- experience. These compact, lightweight, and waterproof
spotting scopes are backed by Zeiss' Lifetime Transferable We make it visible.
Warranty. Get your hands, and your eyes, on one today. For
Diascope 85 T* FL Straight viewing more information or to find a dealer near you, wisit
WWW.Zeiss.com




