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fter spectacular fall and winter seasons, it 
was perhaps predictable that the next 

avian passage would be a letdown. In most 
areas, both the weather and the migration 
were commonly termed "unexceptional? The 
Trans-Pecos was cool and wet, and the 
Panhandle received about twice its normal 

rainfall, but by season's end, most areas were 
at or below normal in annual totals. A wet 

front 28-31 March produced an unexpected- 
ly diverse and abundant fallout in eastern, 
coastal, and southern Texas. Fronts moved 

through about every week or 10 days there- 
after, with notable fallouts happening 23-24 
April, 4-6 May, and a bit late on 22-25 May, 
although there was a striking diversity of 
opinion among observers (more so than 
usual) as to which days were best in any given 
area. A violent hail storm over Lubbock 30 

May caused innumerable avian deaths 
including at least 19 Mississippi Kites; fortu- 

nately the damage was localized to that area. 
Elsewhere, Seyffert said they had to work 

hard to find migrants in the Panhandle. In 
Midland and much of the Trans-Pecos, the 

migration was "late and light;' and groups 
such as shorebirds, warblers, and sparrows 
were especially few and far between. Mark 
Adams pointed out, as we've seen in the past, 
that green habitat conditions in the western 
half of the state result in a dispersed migra- 
tion (and thus migrants are perceived to be at 
low densities). There was a good smattering 
of rarities, and many elements of the winter 
invasions lingered well into the spring. 

Abbreviations: L.R.G.V. (Lower Rio Grande 
Valley); T.B.R.C. (Texas Bird Records 
Committee); U.T.C. (Upper Texas Coast). 
The following are shortened names for the 
respective local, county, state, or national 
parks and wildlife refuges, etc.: Alazan Bayou, 
Anahuac, Baleones Canyonlands, Big Bend, 
Big Bend Ranch, Brazoria, Buffalo Lake, 
Matagorda Island, Muleshore, Packery 
Channel, Palo Duro Canyon, Quintana, 
Sabine Woods, Santa Ana, Sea Rim, Trinity 
River. 

LOONS THROUGH VULTURES 

An exceptional Red-throated Loon this sea- 
son was on L. Alan Henry, Garza 6 May (TM, 
AF). Perhaps the most cooperative rarity of 
the season continued to be the Yellow-billed 

Loon that remained from the winter season 

at S. Padre I. until mid-May (S & GC, m. oh.). 
Two or 3 Clark's Grebes were in the 

Panhandle: one on Jim's L., Hutchinson 14 

Apr (EK, m. oh.) and one (or 2) at Buffalo L. 
21 & 25 Apr (BPi, KS et al.). Wayward Brown 
Pelicans were in cen. Texas at Granger L. 
20-22 Apr (TF), Buffalo L. 28 Apr-5 May 
(RGi, m. oh.), and L. Balmorhea for the entire 
period (BC et al.). Rare in the Midland area 
were Neotropical Cormorants on 13 & 21 Apr 
(AW, A & DK). A Magnificent Frigatebird 8 
Apr at Anahuac was very early, but it por- 
tended an abundance of the species later in 
the warm season. 

A Least Bittern was at Alazan Bayou, 
Nacogdoches 18-23 May where the species is 
still very rare. Both L. Balmorhea and 
Imperial Res. hosted one or a few Reddish 
Egrets. Single Roseate Spoonbills in Gonzales 
and Freestone in May were early for areas off 
the coast. The handful of Wood Storks that 

descended on Brazoria 30 May was another 
indicator of an early dispersal of tropical avi- 
fauna into Texas. A Black Vulture was a rarity 
in the skies over Lubbock 14 Apr (AF). 

WATERFOWL THROUGH RAPTORS 
Fifteen Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks in the 
Hill Country provided a new record for 
Mason 29 Mar (BoF, DF). Accidental in the 
Trans-Pecos, 2 Fulvous Whistling-Ducks 
made an appearance at L. Balmorhea 5 Apr 
(TJ), and 3 more showed up in El Paso 28 
May, staying through the period (JS, JZ, MSc; 
first report in 60 years!); yet another Fulvous 
was on the High Plains at Littlefield 6-7 May 
(CIB et al.). A drake Garganey was pho- 
tographed on the King Ranch, Kleberg during 
its stay 4-7 Apr (TL, RL et al., ph. GP); there 
are fewer than half a dozen records of this 

species for Texas. Small numbers of all three 
scoter species were at Bolivar Flats, Galveston 
4 Mar (JO); 2 White-wingeds were at High 
Island 20 Mar (CCo); and 6 Blacks were at 
San Luis Pass'6 Mar (CCo, FR). A Long-tailed 
Duck also spent the period 4-17 Mar at 
Bolivar (JO, m. ob.). Stuart Marcus docu- 
mented the 2nd successful nesting of Hooded 
Merganser at Trinity R., Liberty; 17 fledglings 
successfully hatched from a nest box on or 
just before 5 Apr. Successful breeding by 
Hoodeds was also noted in Rusk 20 May 
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(GLu), and a female Hooded was seen enter- 
lng a nest box in the e. Panhandle at L. 
Marvin 26 May (BBeh). 

Along with a handful of reports in their 
now-expected haunts in se. Texas, there were 
solid sightings of Swallow-tailed Kites in 
Nacogdoches 2 Apr and 18 May and Tyler 22 
May, where there have been very few reports 
in the past 20 years. A pair of White-tailed 
Kites made an unsuccessful nesting attempt 
at Alazan Bayou in Feb and Mar (JFa et al.). 
Breeding Gray Hawks set up territories at 
Santa Elena Canyon and Cottonwood 
Campground in Big Bend (m. ob.); a pair of 
Grays was present in Limpia Canyon, ]eft 
Dav•s from 30 Mar onward (BS, MAd, KB et 
al ), and an active nest also graced Anzalduas 
in Mar and Apr. 

A colossal number of Broad-winged 
Hawks moved over Corpus Christi and sur- 
rounding areas 29-30 Mar (fide MCo); esti- 
mates ranged up to 600,000 birds, astonish- 
ing numbers for the northbound migration. 
Equally impressive within that movement 
was a report of 1000+ Broad-wingeds over 
the n end of Padre I. 29 Mar, perhaps a 
record concentration for a barrier island. In 

the pines of Bastrop, an out-of-place Zone- 
tailed Hawk was found about 12 May (KiK); 
there were also three reports in the e. 
Edwards Plateau in Apr and May where the 
species is still quite unexpected. Two 
observers submitted details on a possible 
Collared Forest-Falcon studied in plain view 
for l0 min. at Santa Aria 30 Apr (RHa, SWa); 
the bard was not seen subsequently, but a 
biologist at the refuge may have heard the 
species here earlier in the season. Crested 
Caracaras were seen three times in Mar and 

May an Big Bend, where the species is acci- 
dental. 

RAILS THROUGH GULLS 

Yellow Rails were particularly hard to find in 
their expected haunts such as Anahuac (fide 
DSa) A Black Rail on the Kenedy Ranch 28 
Apr may have been a first Kenedy record 
(BFr) While observers to the e. encountered 
a good shorebird migration, the story was 
different in Midland, where several normally 
common species were scarce. Some impres- 
sive shorebird numbers included 2000 

American Golden-Plovers on the Bolivar 

Peninsula 15 Mar (T & PF) and up to 9000 
American Avocets on Bolivar Flats 4 Mar 

(JO) By contrast, a single American Golden- 
Plover 22-29 May in El Paso was a great find 
(BZ et al.). Rare for the Pineywoods was a 
migrant Snowy Plover 30 Mar at Longview 

(ERy, GLu). The last of the Mountain Plovers 
near Granger L., Williamson lingered to a new 
late date of 28 Mar (TFe). Of interest was a 
Red Knot at San Luis Pass 26 Apr (BK et al.); 
the bird had been banded on the Rio Negro, 
Argentina in Mar 1998. Brazoria hosted a 
Reeve 28 Apr (JSt, RW, JL), a first for both the 
refuge and the county. 

Quite a few observers "chased" a Little Gull 
that lingered in Beaumont 8-21 Apr (NB1 et 
al.). The first record of Thayer's Gull for the 
Central Brazos Valley was reported by 
Merkord, Vollert, and others at L. Somerville, 
Washington and Burleson 8-9 Apr. A Sabine's 
Gull described at L. Balmorhea 21 Apr repre- 
sents one of very few spring records for the 
state (RHa, SWa). 

DOVES THROUGH OWLS 
We are now at the stage of filling in the blanks 
for county records of Eurasian Collared- 
Dove, the species having spread out across 
the entire state. (refer to http://www. nctexas- 
birds.com/ecdobigmap.htm for the latest.) 
The most likely areas for new county reports 
will be in heavily wooded e. Texas and in 
sparsely birded regions of w. Texas; Big Bend 
got first records for the park in Apr and May. 
We also added records for Bee and Grimes 

this season. A lone Ruddy Ground-Dove was 
a one-day wonder in Paton's E1 Paso yard 3 
Apr; this bird was apparently of the paler w. 
subspecies. Increasingly rare in Big Bend, a 
pair of Burrowing Owls established a nesting 
territory at Tornillo Flats 29 Mar+ (MF). We 
received a late report of a winter Long-eared 
Owl in Big Bend, on the Glenn Springs Road 
3 Feb (FD). 

HUMMINGBIRDS THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 
A Green Violet-ear made a two-day stop at 
the home of Ernest Jasek in Guadalupe 9-10 
May (m. ob., ph. MSi); another stayed 9-12 
May at the Simons' feeders near Corpus 
Christi; and yet another first detected 21 May 
near Wimberley, Hays remained through the 
period (fide JHan). Buff-bellied 
Hummingbirds continued to edge northward 
from the coastal plain, with additional sight- 
ings in Bastrop and Washington; Brazos had 
its 2nd and 3rd records in Apr. There were 
just a few unusual hummingbirds in the 
Davis Mrs: a lone Ruby-throated was at a pri- 
vate feeder 6 May (M&ME), and an Anna's 
was a rare spring find 25 Apr at the nearby 
S.P. (RR). Two Calliopes remained at an 
Austin area residence until 31 Mar and 9 Apr, 
respectively (PGe), while another, a male, lin- 

gered from winter at Cayman House in 
Fulton to at least 1 Apr. 

A wintering Ringed Kingfisher on Austin's 
Town L. was resighted 9 Apr; across town the 
species was seen at Hornsby Bend 28 Apr & 
17 May (fide JHan). A bit farther e. was a 
Ringed Kingfisher (or 2?) on a pond in 
Bastrop 21 May (LJ et al.). Conceivably these 
reports could represent anywhere from one 
to 5 different birds. Of more significance was 
a Ringed seen entering a nest hole on the 
upper Nueces R. near Camp Wood in nw 
Uvalde 19 May (DJ); a subsequent check by 
Tom Taylor 24 May indicated an ad. carrying 
food to the cavity in the river bank, first con- 
firmation of breeding activity in the Texas 
Hill Country after years of anticipation. Well 
out of range was a Green Kingfisher in n 
Harris 7 Apr (TexBirds). A wintering Lewis's 
Woodpecker at Midland was last seen on 9 
Mar (FR, FBu, RMS); one in Lubbock 
remained until l0 Apr (RE); in the Davis Mrs 
and nearby Alpine, there were scattered 
reports of single birds as late as 24 Mar and 
20 Apr, respectively. 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH CROWS 
A Greater Pewee was studied 5-7 May in the 
Davis Mts. (D & LH); we now have about 10 
well-documented records of this flycatcher in 
Texas (and many other reports). An Eastern 
Wood-Pewee was very early at Bryan 6 Mar 
(KA). A pair of Buff-breasted Flycatchers 
returned 8 May to a nesting territory in the 
Davis Mts. for the 3rd year in a row (GL, KB 
et al.). Unexpected and s. of its normal breed- 
ing range was an Eastern Phoebe on terntory 
at Gonzales on the coastal plain 19 May (BFr 
et al.). The wintering Say' s Phoebe an 
Harrison stayed to 5 Mar (ERy et al.). There 
was a proliferation of Vermilion Flycatchers 
in nw. Texas: new county records were gar- 
nered in Armstrong3 Apr (KS) and in Dallam 
1 May (LSa), and a male at Muleshoe 8-12 
May was joined by a female 28 May+ (m 
ob.). At least one Dusky-capped Flycatcher, 
likely one of the pair first found by Richard 
Webster in Apr 2000, returned to the Laguna 
Meadow Trail in Big Bend 26 Apr and there- 
after, but no nesting activity was observed 
(m. ob.). Out-of-range Great Kiskadees were 
at San Luis Pass, Galveston 25 May (JSt) and 
in Baytown the same week; a pair at the latter 
locality hung around a few more weeks and 
was actually seen carrying nesting material 
into a Loblolly Pine (MAT, DD)! Yet another 
Kiskadee provided only the 2nd record for 
Midland 6-7 May (D &JMer et al.), and the 
species was well-documented for the first 
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time in Big Bend 29 Apr-9 May (m. ob.). 
Perhaps similarly inspired to wander, a 
Sulphur-be[lied Flycatcher was on S. Padre 
I., Cameron 5-7 May (CCo, BMc et al.); there 
are nearly 10 records for Texas now. A territo- 
rial Tropical Kingbird at Edinburg, Hidalgo 2 
May was a new locality record (TBr); at least 
two pairs of Tropicals settled once again in 
Cottonwood Campground at Big Bend. A 
Cassin's Kingbird in Austin 23 Apr was phe- 
nomenally far e., perhaps a first area record 
(ML et al.). There were two May reports of 
Western Kingbirds in Angelina in deep e. 
Texas, where the species is very rare (DW, 
JFa). 

Not to be outdone by the winter reports in 
the Hill Country, Freeman found a Hutton's 
Vireo 10 Mar even farther e. in Buescher S.P., 

Bastrop. A migrant Yellow-throated Vireo was 
a bit far w. at Big Bend 4 Apr (CCur, GHo), as 
were a Philadelphia in Dallam 1 May (first 
county record; LSa) and a Red-eyed in E1 
Paso 1 May (MSc, JZ et al.). Three surprising 
reports of Yellow-green Vireo came from the 
coast: one was at Port O'Connor 25 Apr 
(BFr); another was at Sabine Woods 7 May 
(HJ); and yet another was videotaped on 
Galveston I. 8-9 May (JSt). A Black-whiskered 
Vireo reported 14-21 Apr at High I. (DQ, GM 
et al.) was very elusive. A few lingering Tree 
Swallows may have been checking out poten- 
tial nesting areas in Harrison, Angelina, 
Williamson, and Bell into May (m. ob.); there 
was no documented breeding activity, howev- 
er. Steller's Jays and Western Scrub-Jays were 
reluctant to depart their El Paso haunts, a few 
being reported into Mar and Apr, with one 
Western Scrub-Jay lingering to 28 May. 
However, the scattered Pinyon Jays seemed to 
be the most attached to the landscape. A few 
stayed in the Midland area into the earliest 
days of Mar (fide RMS). The latest Pinyon Jay 
records in far w. Texas were 16 Mar in El Paso 

and 18 May at Limpia Crossing, Jeff Davis, and 
a few were still s. of Alpine at the end of the 
period. A nesting pair of Tamaulipas Crows at 
Brownsville's airport were checked by birders 
routinely from 27 Mar through May (JOd, 
NB1 et al). 

TITMICE THROUGH WARBLERS 

A wintering Juniper Titmouse in Amarillo 
stayed until 9 Apr (SF). Cave Swallows were 
active at nesting colonies in Stephens and 
Throckmorton by I Apr near the n. edge of 
their Texas range. A truly late Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet was at Baleones Canyonlands 28 May 
(DT). A pair of Eastern Bluebirds nested in 
Big Bend for the first time since 1972; the 

birds hatched 4 young at Rio Grande Village 
8 Apr. A single male Western Bluebird that 
had strayed to Limestone in the winter was 
last noted 5 Mar (TJC). The latest of the win- 
ter's easterly Townsend's Solitaires was in 
Travis 13-14 Apr (PF, WB), while another 
was still in E1 Paso 28 May (JPa). Evidence of 
Wood Thrushes (and Yellow-throated 
Warblers) singing on territory at Alum Cr., 
Bastrop in late May was the first in several 
years (BFr). The presence of 3 singing 
Swainson's Thrushes on 20 May in the same 
area raised eyebrows, but they were probably 
late migrants. A Clay-colored Robin was 
singing from the bluffs at Santa Margarita 
Ranch, Starr 8 Apr (CDB, ESB) & 28 Apr 
(BMc); the species was nesting at Santa Ana 
in late May, and another individual was 
upriver on the Mexico side at Nuevo Laredo, 
also in late May (TBr). Farther out of range 
was a Clay-colored singing at L. Corpus 
Christi in mid-May (CBr). 

The list of rare warblers in w. Texas was 

extensive. In simplified form, the casual 
species (number of reports this season in 
parentheses) included: Golden-winged (1), 
Tennessee (1), Northern Parula (3+), 
Chestnut-sided (2), Yellow-throated (2), 
Blackpoll (3, including a first for the Davis 
Mts.), Prothonotary (2), Ovenbird (1), and 
records of accidental species, Canada Warbler 
in E1 Paso and Mourning Warbler at Ft. Bliss 
22 May (BZ). A singing male Colima Warbler 
was located in Tobe Canyon in the Davis Mts. 

19 May (KB, MAd, JG et al.); this is the 3rd 
year in a row for the species there. 

There were record numbers of Cape May 
Warblers on the coast, with as many as 6 on 
w. Galveston I. and lefferson 5 May (m. ob.) 
and 20 the same day on S. Padre I. (BMc); 
there was an analogous bumper crop of 
Black-throated Blues as well. A Black-throat- 

ed Blue in Donley 10 May was a new county 
record (KS). The willows at Anahuac hosted 
an eye-popping Townsend's Warbler 13-15 
Apr (DSa et al.). A Golden-cheeked Warbler 
in e. Stephens 1 Apr was the first report in 
that underbirded area in 25 years. Of more 
significance was the return of 2 singing male 
Golden-cheeked Warblers to sw. Dallas on 7 

Apr (ph. DH et al.), the first county records 
in 37 years. A Palm Warbler at Ryan L., 
Angelina 4 May was a very rare migrant there 
(LD, JAW), as was a Palm at Buffalo L. 13 May 
(RS et al.) and a Prothonotary at the latter 
locality 17 May (BPi). A Worm-eating 
Warbler was accidental at Midland 23 Apr (D 
& JMer). Seventeen territorial Kentucky 
Warblers and nearly that many Hoodeds on 
Alum Cr., Bastrop in late May were unexpect- 
edly high numbers (BFr, ML). A vagrant 
Mourning Warbler was in Lubbock 28 May 
(AF). An "astonishing" coastal record was 
provided by a Red-faced Warbler at 
Matagorda I., 6 May (BFr), yet another indi- 
cator of the significant southwestern and 
tropical influx up the coast this season. 
Incomplete but suggestive details of a Painted 

S A A male Northern Parula and a:•mostly t3/pical female Tropical Parula •were 
•observed copulating and in nest-building activities at Dolan Falls Ranch 

Preserve, Val Verde 24-29 Apr (JLR et al.). This area lies in the southwestern extreme of 
Northern Parula's range and the northernmost extreme of Tropical Parula's. 
Hybridization between these close relatives has yet to be conclusively documented, but 
this instance may give some indication as to why Texans see variation in apparent 
Tropical Parulas, particularly in facial patterns. The female of this pair in fact showed a 
bit of a white eye-crescent abtve the eye but none below and was in all other respects a 
typical female Tropical. Rowlett writes: "Her underparts were extensively rich yellow 
bdow, from chin to upper bally, immaculate and somewhat warmer (toward orange) 
on the upper breast; her malars were golden. While we were watching her, I noticed that 
she kept returning to the same area of a big Live Oak, so I investigated more closely and 
found her building a nest in the ball moss. We could set up the scope on the nest and 
watch the male br•g plant fibers in and place them nearby in the tree that she would 
then pick • up and weave into the nest. He would then fly off fi few feetaway and begin 
to sing." Rowlett and others found an apparently unmated male Tropical in Mexican 
White Oaks on another part of the Preserve as well. Another was at the new Magic 
Ridge Sanctuary, Calhoun 25 Apr (JJa). Tropical Parulas were also newsworthy on 
opposite side of the state: a nesting pair documented in the oak woodlands of Davis 
Mts. S.P. 24 Apr+ (MSM, JD, KB et al.) was clearly a first Trans-Pecos nesting attempt. 
Observe rs are askedtO document all nesting TropiCal Parulas, carefully,. 
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Redstart on the U.T.C. at Anahuac 14 Apr 
were submitted, and another was reported at 
Rockport 24 Apr (TexBirds). Yet another 
super-rarity on the coast (and the first away 
from the L.R.G.V.) was a Golden-crowned 
Warbler at Packery Channel 24-29 Apr (MH, 
m oh, ph. A&MC, '• to T.B.R.C. ). Two entic- 
ing rarities were reported in Big Bend on 9 
May a Slate-throated Redstart from Emory 
Peak (PT) and a Rufous-capped Warbler at 
Sam Nail Ranch (J&WR); neither could be 
refound later. Another Rufous-capped 
Warbler was at Dolan Falls Ranch Preserve in 

late Apr (JLR et al.) 

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES 
Scarlet Tanagers staged the best movement 
through the Pineywoods that David Wolf had 
seen in 30 years. The species was also con- 
spacuous on the c. Texas coast in the latter 
half of Apr (m. ob.). There were Scarlets at 
Buffalo L. 15 May (KS) and Palo Duro 
Canyon 26 May (DB), and a single bird 
strayed to Big Bend 11-13 May (MF et al.). 
An Eastern Towhee at Big Bend Ranch pro- 
vlded a first Presidio record (KB, ML). A Sage 
Sparrow was a good find in Val Verde at 
Dolan Falls Ranch Preserve on 27 Apr (JLR). 
An ad. Chipping Sparrow feeding young at 
Ft Clark Springs on 10 May represented a 
rare, even unprecedented nesting on the 
South Texas Plains (ML, fide JA). 
Grasshopper Sparrows and Dickcissels clear- 
ly had banner years in the grassland and open 
shrubland of c. Texas, many lingering to 
breed in record numbers. Both species were 
also more numerous in the Texas High Plains 
and the w. edge of the Panhandle. Small 
numbers of Grasshopper Sparrows were on 
terratory as far e. as Waller and Washington. 
The moist conditions in w. Texas were 

blamed for the lack of Baird's Sparrows sight- 
angs, a species most often encountered (at 
desert oases, for instance) when conditions 
are draer. The wintering Gray-headed Junco 
in Nacogdoches was last seen on 15 Apr 
(MHW), much later than the regular Slate- 
coloreds stay. A McCown's Longspur in 
Burleson 1 Mar was the first county record in 
25 years (GF). Five Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 
were a bit more than normal in Big Bend and 
the Davis Mts; another was very early at Palo 
Duro Canyon 9 Mar (EH). A Blue Grosbeak 
at an Angelina feeder 5 Mar may have win- 
tered locally, as it was a month early for a 
migrant (J & BP). The list of tropical strays 
on the Coastal Bend was supplemented by a 
male Varied Bunting 25-29 Apr at Packery 
Channel (AC, MH, m. oh.). Bobolinks were 
reported more frequently in their coastal 

stopovers; one was a surprise in Lubbock 25 
Apr (JB); an ad. male was a striking find on 
Boy Scout Road in Jeff Davis 8 May (B & JH, 
MAd); yet another was at Rio Grande Village 
28 May (SA). 

Two male Shiny Cowbirds were at Port 
O'Connor 15-22 Apr (BFr et al.). There was a 
flush of Hooded Orioles on the U.T.C.: a 

well-described male was at Quintana 12 Mar 
for a first Brazoria record (RJ, JBo), a female 
was on w. Galveston I., 12 Apr (JSt), and 
another male was at Sea Rim 18 Apr (PGi). 
Hudspeth got its first Baltimore Oriole at 
Indian Hot Springs 4 May (JPa, BZ). There 
were several U.T.C. reports of Scott's Oriole, 
prompting a thorough discussion about yel- 
low orioles on TexBirds. The only fully 
described bird was one at Bryan Beach, 
Brazoria 18 Apr (CB). Purple Finches were 
relatively common in e. Texas, lingering to at 
least 24 Apr in Angelina (J & BP). The irrup- 
tive Cassin's Finches in far w. Texas remained 

at various sites into Mar and Apr (m. ob.). 
Five Red Crossbills, including one ad. male, 
were found 8 May in e. Texas pines in s. 
Angelina where they are exceptionally rare 
(MWh); a single crossbill was in Wichita 29 
Mar (fide DM), and small groups were 
detected in Amarillo, Clarendon, Lubbock, 
and Midland at various times. An Evening 
Grosbeak was in Limpia Canyon, Jeff Davis 23 
Apr (BL), and 3 were in Amarillo 1 May (RS). 
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Furnish, Paul Fushille, John Gee, Robert 
Germany, Pam Gerritsen (PGe), Brian 
Gibbons, Frank Gill, Rick Gilliland (RGi), 
Peter Ginsberg (PGi), Mary Ann Grahmann, 
Georgette Guernsey, Carol Gutberlet, Ron 
Gutberlet, Jim Hailey, Carolyn Haluska, 
Glenn Haluska, Chuck Hamilton (CHam), 
Michelle Hannon, Jeff Hanson (JHan), Peggy 
Harding, Robert Harlan (RHa), DeAnna & 
Ernie Hartl, Ken Hartman, Ian Hartzler, 

Walter Haven, John Haynes, David & Linda 
Hedges, Matt Heindel, David Heinicke, Ruth 
Heino, Will Hellman, Toby Hibbitts, Derek 
Hill, Jim Hinson, Tom & Carol Hobby, Petra 
Hockey (PHo), G. Holland (GHo), Bill & Jean 
Holmes, Peggy Holt, Sally Homan (SalH), 
Bob Honig, John Hoogerheide, Masy Howell, 
Roger & Shirley Hughes, P.D. Hulce, David 
Hurt, James Ingold, Jimmy Jackson (JJa), 
Lucy Kay Jalbert, Denis James, Alvaro 
Jaramillo, Ernest Jasek, Lester Jensen, Tom 
Johnson, Dan Jones, Janet Jones, Harrison 
Jordan, Ray Jordan, John Karges, Snnand 
Karuppoor, Mike Keck, Alvin & Donna Kelly, 
Tracy Keltonic, Bob Kemp, Kinky Koi (gaK), 
Karl Kosciuch, Rich Kostecke (RKo), Ed 
Kutac, Tom Langschied, Wesley Lanyon, Greg 
Lasley, Jason Leifester, Greg Levanowskl, Sue 
Levy, Robert Lewis, Cathy Liles, Ray Little, 
Mark Lockwood, Robert & Kay Lookingbill, 
Guy Luneau (GLu), Bill Lupardus (BLu), Bill 
Lybarger, John MacFarlane (JMac), Stuart 
Marcus, Michael Marsden, Jean Martan, 
Heather Mathewson, Ellen McBride, Toby 
McBride, Guy McCaskie, Jimmy McHaney, 
Nancy Mcintyre, Mary McKeown-Moak, Bill 
McKinney, Brad McKinney (BMc), Ken & 
Sylvia McTague, Carol McWhorter, Chris 
Merkord, Don & Joann Merritt (D & JMer), 
Dorothy Metzler, Charles Mills, Neil & Dana 
Money, Brenda Muncrief (BMu), Alan 
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Murphy, Derek Muschalek, Russell 
Nelson, David & Kathy Nesbitt, Beverly 
Nichols, Brooke Nicotra, 1ohn O'Brien, 
John Odgers, Dale Ohl, Carolyn Ohl- 
Kolb, Jim Paton (JPa), Ron Payette, Glenn 
Perrigo, Betty Jo Peters, David Phalen 
(DPh), Bill Phelan (BPh), Barrett Pierce 
(BPi), Jason Pike, Randy Pinkston, 
Melissa Powell, Truman Powell (TrP), 
Sumita Prasad, Phil Pryde, Jimmie & Bob 
Putnam, Don Quaintance, Bob Quinn, 
Habib Rahman, Dan Ransbottom, Bob 

Rasa (BRa), Ross Rasmussen, Ellen 
Ratoosh (EIR), Eddie Ray (ERy), Jo 
Redden, Don Reed, Jennifer Reidy, 
Barbara &John Ribble (B & JRi), Mary 
Neal Risley, Jan and Will Risser, Van & 
Nancy Robinson, Bob Row, Forrest 
Rowland, 1ohn L. Rowlett, Rose Ann 

Rowlett, Karen Russell, Lawry Sager 
(LSg), Mike San Miguel, Billy Sandifer 
(BSa), Laura Sare (LSr), Chris Sargent, 
Dave Sarkozi (DSa), Rusty Scalf, Rick 
Schaefer, Susan Schaezler, T. 

Schwinghammer, David Scott, Marcy 
Scott (MSc), Rosemary Scott (RSc), 
Willie Sekula (Central Texas: 7063 Co. 

Rd. 228, Falls City, TX 78113-2627. email: 
wsekula@the-cia.net), Chuck Sexton, Ken 
Seyffert (Panhandle: 2206 S. Lipscomb, 
Amarillo,'TX 79109), Cliff Shackelford, 
David Shackelford, Dennis Shepler, Matt 
Shipley, Bob Simmons, Mike Sims (MSi), 
Lynn Smith, John Sproul, Jim Stevenson 
(JSt), Mike Stinson, Rose Marie Stortz, 
Mary Storz, Paul Sunby, Sam Tanner, Tom 
Taroni, Kent Taylor, Tom Taylor, B. & D. 
Teesdale, Daniel Thompson, Frances 
Toldi, Randy Treadway, Peggy Trosper, 
Mary Alice Trumble, Robert Truss, B. 
Uebersetzig, Tom Vandenberg, Don 
Verser, David Veselka, Darrell Vollert, 

Sandra Wagner (SWa), Charles Warner, 
Ro Wauer (RWa), David Weaver, Richard 
Webster, Ron Weeks (RWe) (UTC: 110 
Indian Warrior, Lake Jackson, TX 77566. 
email: igarapet@brazosport.cc.tx.us), 
Stan Wellso, Matt Whitbeck, Matt White 

(MWh) (N.C. Texas: 882 Hwy 50, 
Campbell, TX 75422. email: 
mkwhite@903internet.com), John 
Whittle (JWh), Sue Wiedenfeld, Shirley 
Wilkerson (SWi), B. & M. Wilkins, Greer 
Willis, Jan & Peter Wilshaw, Allen 
Wimple, Jack Windsor (JAW), Judy Winn, 
David Wolf, Mimi Hoppe Wolf, Jim 
Yantis, Margie Young, Jimmy Zabriskie, C. 
E Zeillemaker, Bernie & Petrei Zelazny, 

Barry Zimmer. z• 

Idaho-Western 

Montana 

David Trochlell 
1931 Tallwood Lane 

Boise, Idaho 83706 
(dtrochle@qwest.net) 

Pring 2001 weather was variable across 
the Region but averaged warmer and 

much drier than usual. In fact, this May was 
Montana's fifth driest in 106 years. Bird 
migration was rather uneventful at-most 
locations, but Idaho's Camas National 

Wildlife Refuge and nearby Market Lake 
Wildlife Management Area hosted spectacu- 
lar numbers of migrants that included three 
first state records and many other exciting 
rarities in the last two weeks of May. 

This column is dedicated to the memory of 
Boise birder Florence Knoll, who died on 11 

March. Florence was an experienced field 
ornithologist, frequent contributor to this 
journal, and a good friend to many in the 
birding community in both Idaho and 
Montana. She is dearly missed. 

Abbreviations: A.ER. (American Falls Res., 
by American Falls, Idaho); Camas (Camas 
N.W.R., lefferson, ID); Lee Metcalf (Lee 
Metcalf N.W.R., Ravalli, MT); Market L. 
(Market Lake W.M.A., lefferson, ID). 

LOONS THROUGH CRANES 

Both rare and unseasonal was a breeding- 
plumaged Pacific Loon in Bonner, ID 29-31 
May+ (LH). As in the last few years, 
American White Pelicans wandered far n., 

with one at Lee Metcalf 7 Apr (WT), up to 40 
in NezPerce, ID 15 Apr-28 May (m. ob.), and 
40 in Kootenai, ID 30 May (SS). Great Egrets 
also strayed n., with singles reported at Mann 
L., NezPerce, ID 28 Apr-16 May (KC, m. ob.), 
Bozeman, MT 12 May (JP, R&RW), and in 
Gallatin, MT 14 May (RI). Unlike recent 
years, a White-faced Ibis near Challis, ID 29 
May (fide D&EF) was the only extralimital 
report. Mute Swans are showing up incteas- 
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