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EL c / a 
The Ultimate Birding Glass 
No Compromises 

S S 

1• "E L Class" birding binoculars 
represent a radical breakthrough in 
premium optical technology from 
Swarovski Optik. In optical performance 
...wide field of view with great depth of 
focus, weight-27.5oz, close focus-6ft, 
and a narrow tube "Grip- 
ability" for hand comfort, 
perfection was achieved. 
No compromises were 
allowed in the E L Class 

design* or manufacture. 
Available in 8.5 X 42 

and 10 X 42 specifications, 

SWAROVSKI 
OPTIK 

the new E L' s have rugged, light weight 
magnesium alloy housings, and an entirely 
new optical system delivering extreme 
image sharpness and brilliant, neutral 
color transmission. 

There are no other birding binoculars 
on the planet as good as 
the new E L's from 

Swarovski. See what 

no compromising means 
for your birding. Call 
800-426-3089 or visit 

www. swarovskioptik.com 
for more information. 

Swarovski Optik North America, Ltd., 2 Slater Road, Cranston, RI 02920 
*patent applied for 
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ON THE COVER 

Considered noteworthy in a full third of the season•s regional reports, Black-necked Stilts made a strong showing continent-wide 
and repeated last year's new nestings in Alberta and North Dakota. The adult female (note the brownish mantle coloration) was 
photographed in June at Horicon N.W.R. She established a first Wisconsin nesting record when she shared duties--perhaps with the male 
that graced last issue's Pictorial Highlights--and produced five juveniles, three of which posed for the camera in July (see Changing 
Seasons). Photograph/Jack Bartholmai 
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STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS 

USED IN THE REGIONAL 

REPORTS 

AbbreviBtlmlS usecl 

in place names 

In most regions, place names given in 
italic type are counties. Other abbrevia- 
tions: 

A.EB. .Air Force Base 
Cr. Creek 
Ft. Fort 

Hwy Highway 
L Island or Isle 

Is, Islands or Isles 

lct. Junction 
km kilometer(s) 
L. Lake 

mi mile (s) 
Mt. Mountain or Mount 

Mrs. Mountains 

N.E National Forest 

N.M. National Monument 
N.E National Park 

N.W.R. National Wildlife Refuge 
P.E Provincial Park 

Pen. Peninsula 

Pt. Point (not Port) 
R. River 

Ref. Refuge 
Res. Reservoir (not Reservation) 
S.E State Park 

W.M.A. Wildlife Management Area 
W.T.E (Waste) Water Treatment 

Pond(s) or Plant 
Abbreviatious used 

in the names of birds: 

Am. American 

Com. Common 

E. Eastern 

Eur. Eurasian 

Mr. Mountain 

N. Northern 

S. Southern. 
W. Western 

Other abbreviations 

and symbols referring to birds: 
ad. adult 

imm. immature 

juv. juvenal or juvenile 
ph. photographed 
sp. species 
tape audio tape-recorded 
v.t. video-taped 
t written details were 

submitted for a sighting 
* a specimen was collected 
@ subject to review by appro- 

priate records committee 
BBS Breeding Bird Survey 
CBC Christmas Bird Count 

AviSys 4.55 forWindows 
As Simple As You Wish ~ As Powerful As You Need 
The Leader ~ A Giant Step Ahead Of All The Rest 

AviSys is a full-featured worldwide database and reporting system for seri- 
ous birders. It can be enhanced by adding the Official Shawneen Finnegan 
Worldwide Nation Checklist Add-On (as provided in BirdArea by Santa Bar- 
bara Software Products), providing the most authoritative, highest quality, 
and most up-to-date checklists of the 254 nations of the world. The check- 
lists are tightly and seamlessly integrated with AviSys, providing beautiful 
screen and printed output with seen, seen-in-nation, and endemic markers, 
and instant worldwide nation-by-nation range query for any species. AviSys 
produces seen reports, checklists and hit lists of any nation or state, any 
group of any number of nations or states, and all ABA Regions and Areas. 
Now, you can instantly reduce the on-screen list from a world or NA list to 
the checklist of any nation, state, county, wildlife refuge, etc., whether pro- 
vided by AviSys or created by you. Deal with only the birds you need. 
One AviSys user wrote: "OUTSTANDING! I have been a computer professional for over 30 
years and must congratulate you on generating state-of-the-art, convenient to use, effi- 
cient and reliable software." Another says: "AVISYS IS A BLAST!" Precisely our objective. 
-• Unlimited Number of Lists: all major geographic lists automatically updated. 

Example: assigning a sighting to your yard also updates your City, County, State, 
Nation, Continent, worldwide ABA Area, worldwide ABA Region, and Life lists. 

-• Full ABA N.A. Checklist, Clements World Checklist, and Official Tony White 
State/Province Checklists, all fully integrated with screen and report facilities. 

-• The Fastest, Easiest and Most Flexible sighting entry--•ust click on the birds. 
AviSys has absolutely unmatched search facilities, including World Band Codes! 

-• Unlimited Reporting and Listing by date range, season, geography, species, 
habitat, behavior, sex, nesting status, heard-only, photographed, key-words, etc. 

-• Census Spreadsheets for population, sighting, CBC, and ornithology studies. 
• Supports Thayer's Birds of NA CD-ROM while working on your data. 
• Free! NABA Butterfly, Dragonfly, Reptile/Amphib. data sets on our web site! 
ß BirdBase users - ask for our free comprehensive data conversion facility. 

Visit our web site at: www.avisys.net 
Orders or info, call 1-800-354-7755 - 24 hours - MC/VISA 

AviSys 4.55 for Windows 95/98/3.1 - $99.95 - S&H $4.00 
Nation Checklist Add-On (BirdArea) - $59.95 - (S&H $4.00 If ordered separately) 

60 day money back ~ Perceptive Systems, PO Box 3530, Silverdale, WA 98383 
Fast as a Falcon ~ Powerful as an Eagle ~ Friendly as a Chickadee 
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BIRDING TOURS WORLDWIDE 

ARIZO•.•"•,• 
with Chris Benesh 

^ great season to visit SE Arizona: summer rains 
refresh the desert and mountains, bird activity is 
high, and it's a great time for Mexican vagrants. 

BRAZIL SAMPLER 

November 10-20, 2000 

with Jan Pierson & Chris Kightley 
ltatiaia, lgua•u Falls & the southern Pantanal, 
world-famous for their abundance of birds & 

wildlife in spectacular settings. 

AUSTRALIA: KAKADU, KUNUNURRA 
& LOTUS BIRD LODGE 

July 19-August 4, 2000 with 
John Coons & Doug McRae 
The best birding of the north at a great season 
in three famous areas, this Far including the 
specialties of the Cape York peninsula. 

TAMBOPATA.CANDAMO RESERVE, 
PERU 

September 30-October 15, 2000 
with Dave Stejskal 
Long-famed Explorer's Inn and the Candamo 
Reserve joined for highly diverse rainforest birding 
in southeastern Peru; also a very good chance for 
Harpy Eagle. 

Call for our free itineraries e• catalog of 
100 departures worldwide. 

800-728-4953 

field guide,, ,No. 
9433 BEE CAVE ROAD, 
BUILDING 1, SUITE 150, 
AUSTIN, TX 78733 
FAX 512-263-0117 

http://www. fieldg uides.com 
e-mail: fgileader @aol.com 

to 

, : rea• ,•st• ns 
oose from 

market place 
CENTER TRAVEL 

ECUADOR, COSTA RICA, BELIZE, ENGLAND, & 

AFRICA. We use resident bird guides to provide 
Expert birding! Whether you are a First-timer 
or an experienced lister, our Consultant can 
answer all your questions and customize an 
itinerary to your needs. Low airfares, hotels, 
transfers, guides. Call toll-free (800) 324-5680 
or visit us at www. bJrdtrips. com 

THE LODGE 

ON LITTLE ST. SIMONS ISLAND 

Only 30 guests on 10,000 acres of Georgia 
barrier island wilderness. 200+ species include 
Painted Buntings, Gull-billed Terns, and Brown- 
headed Nuthatch. Interpretive naturalists, 
canoeing, boating, fishing, bicycles, and horse- 
back riding. Elegantly rustic accommodations 
and gourmet regional cuisine. Visit our web 
page: www. LittleStSimonslsland.com or 
call toll-free (888) 733-5774. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MULTIMEDIA 

BIRD CD-ROM 

LANIUS SOFTWARE's North American Bird 

Reference Book presents 910 bird species 
accounts. Includes 771 photographs, 407 
songs, and 626 range maps. Features songs of 
Lang Elliott and Kevin Colvet, and photographs 
of Brian Small and Kevin Karlson. ONLY 

$29.95!! Includes tutorial, quizzes, and full- 
featured life list utility. Call 925-932-4201 
or visit us at www. glenalpine.com/lanius 

THE BEST OF UTAH 

Let the locals show you why this is America's 
best "undiscovered" birding. Visit scenic 
Deseret Ranch, other hotspots for Sage & Blue 
Grouse, Chukar, Gray Partridge, Black Rosy- 
Finch, Flammulated Owl, many more. Call 
Westwings at 8011487-9453 for a schedule, or 
e-mail westwings@sisna.com 

Dry Tortugas 
Great seabird spectacle, migrants, sometimes in 
dazzling numbers, and frequent rarities, all in 

an appealing setting. 

2000 Dates April 17-19 

April 21-23 

ß pril 24-26 

Cost for each 2000 shuttle is $495 and includes meals 

and boat berths the night before departure. 
Special arrangements for campers and groups. 

For inlbrmation, please contact: 

WINGS 
1643 N. Alvernon Way, Ste. 105 ß Tucson, AZ 85712 

Tel: 520-320-9868 ß Fax: 520-320-9373 

E-mail: wings@wingsbirds.com 
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