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The Ultlmate Bzrdmg Glass. !

New "= L class' birding binoculars
represent a radical breakthrough in
premium optical technology from
Swarovski Optik. [n optical performance
..wide field of view with great depth of
focus, weight—27.50z, close focus—o6ft,
and a narrow tube "Grip-
ability" for hand comfort,
perfection was achieved.
No compromises were
allowed in the E L Class
design* or manufacture.
Available in 85 X 42

and 10 X 42 specifications, R

Swarovski Optik North America, Ltd.,

*patent applied for

SWARQVSKI

OPTIK

thenew EL's have rugged, light weight
magnesium alloy housings, and an entirely
new optical system delivering extreme
image sharpness and brilliant, neutral
color transmission.

There are no other birding binoculars
on the planet as good as
the new E L's from
Swarovski. See what
no compromising means
for your birding. Call
800-426-3089 or visit
www.swarovskioptik.com

FRT for more information.

2 Slater Road, Cranston, RI 02920
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ON THE COVER

Southern Great Plains

Cover (and Figure 1 of the paper starting on p. 228): Immature Black-browed Albatross at Norfolk Canyon off Virginia Beach, Virginia,

6 February 1999. The largely black underwings eliminate the Yellow-nosed Albatross, whereas the white head, gray collar, and pale base
to the bill eliminate the similar immature Gray-headed Albatross. Details of the record, the first photographically documented for North
America, appear in this issue. Photograph/Brian Patteson
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NORTH CAROLINA PELAGIC BIRDING AT ITS BEST
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White-faced Storm-Petrel, ©Brian Patteson

* Ply the Gulf Stream with the pros—Brian Patteson,
Ned Brinkley, Butch Pearce, Michael O’Brien, Todd McGrath,
George Armistead, and other knowledgeable, friendly leaders—
the best in the field.

« Brian Patteson, Inc. offers trips from both Oregon Inlet
and Hatteras Inlet with 17 departures between July
and September 1999.

* Expect to see Black-capped Petrel, Audubon’s Shearwater,

For more information
contact Brian Patteson, Inc.
P. O. Box 772 « Hatteras,
North Carolina 27943

(252) 986-1363

or visit us on the web

at http://www.patteson.com

Band-rumped Storm-Petrel, and Bridled Tern on most trips
with good chances for rare Pterodromas and tropicbirds.

* New for 1999—back to back White-faced Storm-Petrel
search trips from Oregon Inlet on August 22 and 23
and 29 and 30.

Suggestions for Contributors

ORTH AMERICAN BIRDS is the peer-reviewed journal of record for North

American field ornithologists and birders since its origins in 1917 in
Bird-Lore, and subsequently through Audubon Field Notes, American Birds,
and Field Notes. The mission of the journal is to provide a complete over-
view of the changing panorama of North American avifauna, including
new breeding records, range extensions and contractions, population
dynamics, changes in migration patterns or seasonal occurrence, and out-
standing vagrants.

Suitable papers for North American Birds cover any topic in avian sta-
tus, distribution, biogeography, population biology, and identification of
birds in North America (as defined in the 7th edition of the American
Ornithologists’ Union’s Check-list of North American Birds). Submission
should be sent in triplicate to the editor, including copies of all relevant fig-
ures. Be advised that manuscripts that do not conform to these guidelines
will not be considered for publication.

SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS

Prepare manuscripts on 8.5X11 in or A4 paper. Double-space throughout,
including tables, figure legends, and literature cited. In general, manu-
scripts should be formatted similar to papers in the most recent issue of
North American Birds. Leave at least a 1-in (25-mm) margin on all sides. Do
not hyphenate words at ends of lines. Use italic type instead of underlining
words to be italicized.

Cite each figure and table in text. Tables and figures must be sequenced
in the order cited. Use “Figure” only outside of parentheses; otherwise, use
“Fig.” if singular, “Figs.” if plural (e.g., Fig. 1, Figs. 2—4). The words ‘figure’
and ‘table’ should be in lowercase if citing a figure from another work (e.g.,
Smith 1966:figure 4, Nolan 1978:table 3, figure 2 in Morse (1989)).

All measurements are to be given in SI units. Use continental dating
(e.g., 14 September 1988) and the 24-hour clock (e.g., 0630, 1930). Specify
Standard Time (e.g., EST for Eastern Standard Time) or Daylight Savings
Time (e.g., EDT for Eastern Daylight Savings Time) at first reference to time
of day.

English common names of bird species that occur in North and Middle
America should follow the 7th edition (1998) of American Ornithologists’
Union Check-list of North American Birds and its supplements. All common
names, birds or other organisms, should be capitalized.

Use the following abbreviations: s (second), min (minute), h (hour), yr
(year); designate temperature with appropriate scale (e.g., 37°C, 78°F). Do
not abbreviate day, week, or month. For user-defined abbreviations, write
out the words in full the first time the term is used in the text. Abbreviate
thereafter: “Hatch-year (HY) birds can be identified by. . . . We found HY
birds to be most common in late fall” Use the following statistical abbre-

viations: ANOVA, SD, SE, df, P, CV, ns, n, t-test, r, F, y2 Other statistical

abbreviations conform to 6th edition of Scientific Style and Format: The

CBE Manual for Authors, Editors, and Publishers (1994, Cambridge Univ.

Press, Cambridge, England). )

Write out “one” to “nine” unless they represent a measurement but use
numerals for larger numbers (e.g., four birds, 8 mm, 3 days). If the number
is in a series with at least one number being 10 or more, then use all numer-
als (e.g., 4 males and 11 females). Use 1000 not 1,000, 0.01 not .01 (i.e.,
never use a “naked decimal”), and 60% not 60 percent.

Each reference cited in text must be listed in the literature-cited section,
and each listing in the literature cited must be cited in the text. Please check
this part of the manuscript carefully. Literature citations in text are to be as
follows:

1. One author/editor: McCaskie (1983) or (McCaskie 1983).

2. Two authors/editors: Dunn and Garrett (1997) or (Dunn and Garrett
1997).

3. Three or more authors/editors: Buckley et al. (1985) or (Buckley et al.
1985). In the literature-cited section, give names of all authors/editors.

4. Manuscripts that are accepted for publication but not yet published:
Erickson (in press), or Erickson (1999) if date known.

5. Unpublished materials (including web sites): (P. E. Lehman unpubl.
data), (P. E. Lehman pers. obs.), (P. E. Lehman pers. comm.),
(www.wfo-cbrc.org). )

6. With parentheses, list citations chronologically not alphabetically:
(Dwight 1925, Phillips et al. 1964, Grant 1986, Robbins and Easterla
1992)

7. Use lowercase letters to distinguish between papers published by the
same author(s) in the same year (Howell and Webb 1992a, b).
Assemble the manuscript in the following order: (1) title page, (2) text,

generally divided into introduction, Methods, Results, Discussion or some

other suitable format, (3) acknowledgments, (4) literature cited, (5) tables,

(6) figure legends, (7) hard copy of figures. In the electronic version, please

incorporate tables and figure legends in the same file as the text of the man-

uscript, but do not include electronic versions of figures.

Title Page. Please include: (1) a running head (36 characters or less);
use italics and capitalize significant words; (2) a title in capital letters; (3)
author names; (4) author addresses at time research/ field work was com-
pleted; current addresses, if different, should be indicated as footnotes at
bottom of title page; footnotes are not used except to indicate current
addresses of authors or death of an author; and (5) name, current address,
and e-mail address of the corresponding author.

(continued on page 251)
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Figures. Number the figure legend section
continuously with the rest of the text. Double-
space the legends. Type legends in paragraph
form. Do not include “exotic symbols” (lines, dots,
triangles, etc.) in figure legends; either label them
in figure or refer to them by name in legend.

Routine illustrations are black-and-white half-
tones (photographs), drawings, or graphs. Consult
the editor about color. Figures in North American
Birds are virtually identical to what is submitted,
so illustrations should be prepared to professional
standards. Drawings should be on good-quality
paper and allow for reduction. Do not submit
originals larger than 8.5x11 in. Illustrations
should be prepared for one- or two-column
width, keeping in mind dimensions of a page of
North American Birds. Where possible, group sev-
eral illustrations as panels in a single figure that
must be placed on the same page.

Arial or a similar sans serif typeface must be
used for figures. Symbols may be added to figures
with press-on symbols and letters but make sure
they will not peel off. Hand-drawn figures or sym-
bols are unacceptable. Write author name(s) and
figure number(s) in pencil on back of each origi-
nal figure or plate. Include the same information
on the front or back of review copies.

What and Where to Submit. Send three
copies of your original manuscript to the editor,
including all tables, figure legends, and figures.
With the initial submission you must include a
cover letter that includes a statement indicating
that the manuscript reports original research and
data not published elsewhere and that is submit-
ted exclusively to North American Birds. The letter
should include any special instructions and poten-
tial address changes, as well as a daytime phone
number and e-mail address for the corresponding
author. Names of suitable reviewers may be
included.

For revisions, include a cover letter addressing
all comments from the reviewers and editor(s).
Send the cover letter detailing responses to review-
ers and a copy of the manuscript directly to the
Editor. Authors will receive page proofs for
approval; they should be returned within 48 hours
to the editorial office to avoid publication delays.
Because changes in proofs are expensive, authors
should not expect to make major modifications in
their work at this stage.

SUBMISSION
TO REGIONAL REPORTS

All observers are encouraged to submit any note-
worthy observation(s), whether involving an early

or late migration date, unusual breeding record, or '

a rare vagrant, to the appropriate regional editor
of North American Birds. Maps are provided in
every issue to determine in which region the
observation occurred, and the mailing address of
each regional editor is also listed in each issue.
Many regional editors encourage submissions by
e-mail. Highly significant records that are not well
documented (i.e., without photographs or written
details) often” will not be published. Consult
Dittmann and Lasley (1992, “How to document
rare birds,” Birding 24:145-159) and Howell and

252

Pyle (1997, “Twentieth report of the California
Bird Records Committee: 1994 records,” Western
Birds 28:117-141) for guidelines on documenting
observations. For those with access to the world-
wide web, the aforementioned Dittmann and
Lasley is available on-line at http://www.greg
lasley.net/document.html and on the Louisiana
Ornithological Society web site (http://www.los
bird.org/index.htm). Another good on-line
resource entitled “Emerging from the Silent
Majority: Documenting Rarities” by Claudia
Wilds and Robert Hilton is available on the web
page of the Maryland Ornithological Society
(http://www.MDBirds.org/mddcrc/rarities.html).
If you are unsure about the significance of a
record, consult with local authorities, regional,

1)

SPOTTIN(

state, or provincial monographs or journals, and
recent reports for the region in question. When in
doubt, it is better to submit a record than not; oth-
erwise, your important data may be lost forever

from the scientific record.

www.americanbirding.org

"OPES

Introducing the
Phase-Corrected

" Eagle Optics 10 X 50
Ranger PC

Eagle Optics

Optic Outfitters

Jor Birdwatchers

= T,

Eagle Optics Rangers!

Eagle Optics 8 X 32
Ranger PC

Phase Corrected Prisms
Waterproof/Fogproof
Long Eye Relief
Rubber Armored
Exceptionally Lightweight
Fully Multi-coated Lenses
High Density Optical Glass
Center Focus
Click-stop Diopter
Extremely Close Focusing
Lifetime Warranty

8X32,8X42,10X42,0r10X 50
Phase-corrected models
Priced at less than $500.00!
Standard models and

Compact modelsalsoavailable.

Call and ask for your FREE Comprehensive Optic Buying Guide
& Discount Price List on optics from all major manufacturers

2120 W. Greenview Dr. #4

[ (800) 289-1132 |

S

Middleton, W1 53562

www.eagleoptics.com
email: ernest] @eagleoptics.com

| www.eagleoptics.com |
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ALASKA'S PRIBILOFS
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REMOTE. WILD. UNBELIEVABLE.

Unravel the mysteries of a land where time stands still and nature displays
an astonishing array of wonders—St. Paul.

A birder’s paradise ¢ Over 230 species identified ¢ Common species, such as Red-faced
Cormorants, Red-legged Kittiwakes, Parakeet, Least and Crested Auklets, murres, fulmars,
and comical Horned and Tufted Puffins ¢ Uncommon species and rare Asian vagrants,
such as Falcated Teal, Mongolian Plover, Wood Sandpiper, Gray-tailed Tattler, and Common Cuckoo.
Accommodations are cozy, food excellent, and the Aleut people are eager to show you the wonders
of St. Paul. Complete package tours available. For reservations and information, see your travel agent,
call toll free 1-800-544-2248, or visit our web site: www.alaskabirding.com

BirdBase 4 oruic BirdArea

ABA sales Nearly all the ABA birders reporting life lists over 6000 who use
800 590 2 47 3 computers use our software. It is the software most widely used by
( ) = all those over the 1400 bird threshold. Why? Because it lets them
easily keep track of birds seen and also helps them see new birds
with its ability to list the birds of any major world area, labeling all
endemics and birds previously seen in the area, outside it, or both.
N View an on-screen demonstration at http://members.aol.com/sbsp/
\1 BirdBase can switch between displaying all the birds in James Clements' world list or
any selection of them, when recording sightings. It accepts 5000-word sighting notes.
And it instantly updates any number of annual/life lists (e.g., yard, county, state,
nation, ABA region/area, world). These can give details of all sightings or of only each
bird's first sighting, or just name birds seen. BirdBase can list all sightings of a bird,

list in date-order all trips or first sightings of all birds, tabulate Christmas counts, etc.
It handles all changes in the world list, and puts them in sightings already recorded.

BirdArea can list in detail the range of any bird. And it can produce check lists of the
birds of all major world areas (i.e., U.S. states, Canadian provinces, nations, ABA
regions/areas, important islands) with endemics labeled. Printouts allow multiple

All Weather
Birding Gear
www.kopico.com

Salton Sea check marks and notes. Shawneen Finnegan’s annually-updated ranges come from
more than 700 publications in 10 languages and from many experts birding the areas.
International If BirdBase is used BirdArea can label birds already seen on each check list, make lists

e - of birds not already seen, and find any recorded sighting in which a bird is outside its
Bird Festival known range. If BirdArea is used BirdBase can switch to displaying only birds whose

S = ranges include any of the world areas when recording sightings of a trip to that area.
February 18-21, 2000 This makes recording very much easier and calls to attention out-of-range sightings.

: = - - BirdBase is $59.95 + $4.00 shipping; so is BirdArea. Buy both for $99.95 + $6.00.
Registration information: Or start with BirdBase and N. American birds for $39.95 + $3.00. Add 8% for CA
www.imperialcounty.com/birdfest orders. Double overseas shipping. Visa, MasterCard OK. For Windows 3.X, 9X, NT.

P.0. Box 156, Imperial, CA Santa Barbara Software Products
92251; (760) 344-SFLY 1400 Dover, S.B. CA 93103 USA; Phone/fax: 805 963 4886; E-mail: sbsp@aol.com
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ARIZONA
WINTER SPECIALTIES

with Chris Benesh & Megan Edwards
February 26-March 6, 2000 with
Megan Edwards

Exceptional winter birding with numerous

December 27, 19994anuam

local specialties & rarities.

AMAZONIAN ECUADOR: TIPUTINI
January 6-15, 2000 with Rose Ann
Rowlett & Mitch Lysinger

February 10-19, 2000 with

Mitch Lysinger

Birding at a wonderful rainforest lodge in
Ecuador's Amazon region

RIO GRANDE SPECIALTIES
January 10-16, 2000 with Megan
Edwards & John Rowlett

February 14-20, 2000 with

| Megan Edwards

Nearly 40 South Texas specialties at a very
pleasant & birdy season

PHILIPPINES
March 4-25, 2000 with Dave Stejskal
& Tim Fisher

In search of numerous endemics, including the

a2

magnificent Philippine Eagle.

=

-

Call for our free itineraries & catalog of
100 departures worldwide.

800-728-4953
field guides we.

9433 BEE CAVE ROAD,
BUILDING 1, SUITE 150,

]

AUSTIN, TX 78733
FAX 512-263-0117

http://www.fieldguides.com
e-mail: fgileader@aol.com
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Dozens of great destinations

to choose from!

340

market place

CENTER TRAVEL

ECUADOR, COSTA RICA, BELIZE, ENG-
LAND, & AFRICA. We use resident bird
guides to provide Expert birding! Whether
you are a First-timer or an experienced
lister, our Consultant can answer all your
questions and customize an itinerary to
your needs. Low airfares, hotels, transfers,
guides. Call toll-free (800) 324-5680 or
visit us at www.birdtrips.com

THE LODGE

ON LITTLE ST. SIMONS ISLAND
Only 30 guests on 10,000 acres of
Georgia barrier island wilderness. 200+
species include Painted Buntings, Gull-
billed Terns, and Brown-headed Nuthatch.
Interpretive naturalists, canoeing, boating,
fishing, bicycles, and horseback riding.
Elegantly rustic accommodations and
gourmet regional cuisine. Visit our web

page: www.LittleStSimonslsland.com or
call toll-free (888) 733-5774.

AUSTRALIAN ORNITH. SERVICES
In 2000: Lord Howe/Norfolk Is., Thailand,
Tasmania, Sabah/Malay Peninsula,
Sulawesi/Halmahera, NE coast Q'land,
New Caledonia, outback trip (Strzelecki
Track), SW Aust., Broome/Derby WA, Sub-
Anarctic Is. Custom Deniliquin tours for
Plainswander, inland specialties. Philip
Mabher, Box 385, South Yarra, 3141 Vic,
Australia; tel/fax: 61-3-98204223;
mahert@patash.com.au

NEW BIG YEAR RECORD FOR N.A.
Sandy Komito's new book, / Came, I Saw,
I Counted, describes his record-setting
year in 1998 where he recorded 745
species in North America. $34.95+3.95
S&H. Sandy Komito, 41-76 Rys Terrace,
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410; Skomito@msn.com

2000 Dates

April 17-19
April 21-23
April 24-26

Dry Tortugas

Great seabird spectacle, migrants, sometimes in
dazzling numbers, and frequent rarities, all in
an appealing setting.

Cost for each 2000 shuttle is $495 and includes meals
and boat berths the night before departure.
Special arrangements for campers and groups.
For information, please contact:

1643 N. Alvernon Way, Ste. 105 * Tucson, AZ 85712
Tel: 520-320-9868 < Fax: 520-320-9373
E-mail: wings @wingsbirds.com

WINGS
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PO Box 6599, Colorado Springs, CO 80934
Phone: 800/634-7736 or 719/578-0607
E-mail: abasales@abasales.com

Web Site: americanbirding.org/abasales/salecatal.htm
{1 NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC

Birds

of North America

West Malavsia
and Singapore
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| Birds of Kenya
, and Northern Tanzania
¥ . Field Guide Edition

e Dale A. Zimmerman,
Donald A. Turner, David J. Pearson

With its modest price, small trim size and sturdy, weather-
resistant binding, this field guide is the one volume that every
traveler to Kenya and northern Tanzania must have. The guide

AND NORTHERN TANZANIA features 124 color plates, depicting all 1,114 species in the area,
and over 800 range maps.

‘ } i Specially designed for use in the field, it is a compact version of
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