
for that state (LAS). Among the several 
White-throated Sparrow reports was an 
unusual peak of six on the Grand Forks 
CBC Dec. 20. This species wintered for the 
first time at FL Peck, MT (CC). Harris's 
Sparrows were also more numerous than 
normal. 

Lapland Longspurs wintered in good 
numbers in w. North Dakota, and a flock of 
70 was noted N of Bowdoin N.W.R., MT, 

Dec. 19 (DP). Snow Buntings were present 
in good numbers in North Dakota. 

Five Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch reports 
were received from Montana and the Black 

Hills of South Dakota. Very few Purple 
Finches were reported. A single male House 
Finch returned to Ft. Peck Feb. 25 (CC). 
More widespread than in recent years in 
South Dakota, Red Crossbills were noted in 

11 counties. Also widespread in North 
Dakota, the species was territorial in many 
areas by the end of the period, and an occu- 
pied nest was found in Mandan Feb. 21 
(CDE). Only one White-winged Crossbill 
report was received. 

Common Redpolls were in low num- 
bers, but Pine Siskins and Am. Goldfinches 

were widespread. Pine Siskins peaked at 700 
in Grand Forks Jan. 20 (EEF), and Am. 
Goldfinches topped out at 310 on the Gar- 
rison Darn, ND, CBC Dec. 19. Evening 
Grosbeaks were almost non-existent. 

CORRIGENDA 

In Field Notes 52:215-216, the Pied-billed 

Grebe in McLean Dec. 14 represented the 
2nd December record and 2nd latest for 

North Dakota. The Am. Coot in Mercer, ND, 
Dec. 16 should have read Dec. 6, the 2nd lat- 
est for North Dakota. In Field Notes 52:348, 

the Merlin nesting in Grand Forks was the 
first nesting away from the badlands since 
the 1920s. 

Observers (state editors in boldface): 
MONTANA: Charles Carlson (chuckc- 
mt@worldnet.att.net), Frank Durbian, 

Alden Joyce, Dwain Prellwitz, Mike 
Schwitters. NORTH DAKOTA: Corey D. 
F.111nlgson (cellings@state.nd.us), Eve E. 
Freeberg, Carolyn Griffiths, David A. 
Griffiths, David O. Lambeth, Ron E. Martin, 

H. Clark Talkington, Dennis P. Wiesenborn. 
SOUTH DAKOTA: Addison and Patrida 

Ball, Lake Andes N.W.R. Staff, Ron Mabie, 
Michael M. Melius, Ricky D. Olson, JelErey 
S. Palmer (palmerj@dsu03. dsu.edu), Robb 
E Schenck, Ralph and Alice Shaykett, Steve 
Van Sickle. 

Ron E. Martin, 16900 125th St. SE, Sawyer, 
ND 58781-9284 (jrmartin@ndak.net) 

texas region 

GREG W. LASLEY, CHUCK SEXTON, 
MARK LOCKWOOD, 
WILLIE SEKULA, 
and CLIFF SHACKELFORD 

H ild, dry, and dull were the operative terms for this he-hum season. Aside 

from a few brief cold snaps in the northern 
half of the state, there was "little real winter 

weather." A roadside sign in Austin, set 
amongst the new greenery and early wild- 
flowers on a 75øF day in late January, read 
"These Hill Country winters sure are brn- 
tal." The central mountains of the Trans- 

Pecos got a good moisture-laden storm in 
early December, and an ice storm in late 
January in the northern Panhandle left 
Amarillo looking like a war zone with 
downed tree limbs lying about. Very locally, 
Rockport reported about four inches rain, 
but other than these notable exceptions a 
great portion of the state was dry and get- 
ting drier through the period. 

Punctuated only by a single spectacular 
gull report, avid listers had few "zingers" to 
chase. As the mildness of the winter rolled 

on, most observers went about the country- 
side dutifully documenting the wide diver- 
sity of unexpected over-wintering species. 
Warblers always seem to hold sway in the 
lists compiled in years such as this, but it 
was also a season of hummingbirds, night- 
hawks, Swainson's Hawks, and Scissor-tails. 

Locally, there was an interesting changeover 
of avifaunas to monitor at Lake Balmorhea 

after a planned fish kill, and prairie bird 
censuses to initiate in eastern portions of 
the state. Wintering species such as House 
Wren and Common Yellowthroat, which a 

majority of observers at lower latitudes take 

for granted, gained mention well to the 
north. 

The timely and widespread dissemina- 
tion of information on sightings (both the 
spedal and the mundane) has now become 
expected on the Internet as the number of 
subscribers for National Audubon Society's 
TexBirds discussion list continued to grow 
along with the willingness of subscribers to 
post just about everything that passed in 
front of their binoculars. Perhaps due to the 
dullness of the season and perhaps also due 
to the growing mindset of some to consid- 
er the quarterly publication of such birding 
information as increasingly outmoded, we 
saw the ranks of primary contributors con- 
tinue to shrink. 

We fondly dedicate this column to the 
memory of our friend and long-time Texas 
birder Sheriton Burr, who passed away in 
late March. Sheriton was a true gentleman; 
gracious and unassuming, knowledgeable 
and generous. Sheriton was an inveterate 
voyager on pelagic birding trips and, 
through his records keeping and encour- 
agement, he played an inspirational role in 
the recent revolution in our understanding 
of the off-shore avifauna of Texas. 

Abbreviations: L.R.G.V. (Lower Rio Grande 
Valley); T.B.R.C. (Texas Bird Records Committee/ 
Texas Ornithological Society); T. RR.E (Texas 
Photo Record File, Texas A & M University); 
U.T.C. (Upper Texas Coast) V.C.D.B. (Village 
Creek Drying Beds, Arlington, Tarrant Co.). The 
following are shortened names for the respec- 
tive county, state, or national parks, wildlife 
refuges, etc.: Aransas, Bentsen, Big Bend, Brazes 
Bend, Caprock Canyons, Pedernales Falls, and 
San Bernard. 

LOONS THROUGH VULTURES 

Red-throated Loons showed up at a pace of 
about one per month: single birds were at 
Cooper L., DeltalHopkins, Dec. 9 (tMWh); 
Galveston I. Dec. 23 (JSt); L. Tawakoni Jan. 
25 (tSM1); and at Lake O' The Pines, 
Marion, Feb. 16 (CCo). About 11 Padtic 
Loons scattered across the state were per- 
haps the highest seasonal tally ever, more 
evidence of why the T.B.R.C. took the 
species off the Texas Review List 2 years ago. 
A very unseasonal nesting pair of Least 
Grebes was active at San Antonio's Mitchell 
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L Dec. 5 (PB). The October rains which 
had filled up Buffalo L., Randall, continued 
to provide benefits into the winter: An 
unprecedented concentration of 40 Horned 
Grebes were noted there Dec. 4 (KS). A pair 
of Red-necked Grebes was reported at 
North Fork Buffalo Creek Res., Wichita, 

Feb. 11 (?TK); details will be reviewed by 
the T.B.R.C. The near absence of Aechmo- 

phorus grebes on L. Balmorhea, Reeves, this 
winter was not unexpected; a planned fish 
kill was carried out last fall to rid the lake of 

an exotic species which was threatening the 
genetic stability of a local endangered pup- 
fish (KB). As the lake is restocked with non- 
invasive fish species, birders will be moni- 
toring the return of the diverse avian fauna 
to this productive site. Interestingly, nine W. 
Grebes showed up at 4 Panhandle locations, 
more than usually expected up there (fide 
KS). 

A couple of Brown Pelicans at Amistad 
Res, Val Verde, Dec. 27, were interesting 
(SWie). The explosion off wintering Double- 
crested Cormorants in Texas was evidenced 

by many dozens wintering in the Panhandle 
(KS). Although Least Bittern winters very 
rarely along the coast (as witnessed by 2 
reports this season at Port Aransas and 
South Padre I.), a remarkable occurrence 
was another in Big Bend's Rio Grande 
Village Dec. 9 (CG) and Feb. 1 (LL). A 
strange sight was an apparent hybrid Egretta 
at L. Casa Blanca near Laredo Feb. 24; it 
appeared to be a combination of Snowy 
Egret and perhaps Tricolored Heron 
(J&BRi, WS). This odd bird can be viewed at 
http://members. tripod. com/-tbrc/rogues. htm. 
Unexpected for the Panhandle were three 
Black-crowned Night-Herons at Amarillo, 
Potter (LSa), and a single Yellow-crowned at 
Lubbock Dec. 28 (BRa). Nine White-faced 
Ibis wintered at Feather L. near E1 Paso (JS). 
A single Turkey Vulture passed over 
Amarillo Dec. 18 (TLJ), providing only the 
3rd winter record for the Panhandle. 

WATERFOWl. 

Exceptionally high numbers of geese win- 
tered in the Panhandle and Trans-Pecos. 

For example, 150,000 "white geese" were 
counted in the Panhandle, eclipsing a previ- 
ous high count of 70,000 (fide TPWD). 
Lake Balmorhea numbers peaked with at 
least 55 Canadas, eight Snows (Blues), 350 
Snows, and an amazing 90 Ross's. Two of 
the rare blue-morph Ross's were in Karnes 
Feb. 17-18 (MR, WS). Another Ross's 
(white morph) stayed at L. Tyler, Smith, 
Dec. 24-Feb. 21 (PBa). A Trumpeter Swan 
discovered at a pond near Kerrville Feb. 24 

was of unknown origin (TG). A drake Eur. 
Wigeon turned up on a Cameron pond Jan. 
20 (PDH) where it remained through the 
period (ph. GL, SB). An Eur. x Am. Wigeon 
was at Loy L., Grayson, lan. 13 (WM) for 
the 3rd winter. An apparent &roerican 
Bl•ck Duck was at V.C.D.B., Tarrant, Dec. 

9-31 (lSi, SG ?m.ob); there are currently 
only 7 accepted records of this species in 
'rexas. A Cinnamon Teal, rarely reported in 
e. 'rexas, was on the Smith/Van Zandt line 
Dec. 16 (TPo). One of the best finds of the 
season in the Panhandle was a White- 

winged Scoter at Palo Duro L., Hansford, 
lan. 16 (EK, m.ob.), only the 3rd record for 
the Panhandle. Six Oldsquaws were scat- 
tered around the state; the most significant 
was one at L. Balmorhea Jan. 8 into 
February (BF, PHo, m.ob.). 

It was a banner year for Com. Golden- 
eyes in the Trans-Pecos; up to 12 were pre- 
sent all winter at L. Balmorhea, three were 

in Rio Grande Village, Big Bend, lan. 13 
(RW), and ten were on the Rio Grande at 
Santa Elena Canyon Feb. 10 (DWa). Details 
and photos of a bird identified as a female 
Barrow's Goldeneye at V.C.D.B. Dec. 11-12 
(?MR et al.) will be reviewed by the 
T.B.R.C. Good concentrations of Com. 

Mergansers were at McNary Res., Hudspeth 
(750 birds), and at Ft. Hancock Res. (300 
birds) Feb. 4 (PBa). Noteworthy were single 
female Corn. Mergansers in the e. half of 
Texas; one was in Dallas Dec. 26 (RR), one 
was in n. Harris lan. 2-6 (RA), one was at L. 
O'The Pines lan. 12 (CCo), and one was at 
L. Tawakoni lan. 25-Feb. 13 (SM1, m.ob.). 

RAPTORS 

While Hook-billed Kites have been resident 

in the L.R.G.V. since the mid- 1960s, a dark- 
morph bird had never been documented 
until this season. Pat Culbertson noted a 

dark-morph Hook-billed Kite at Bentsen in 
early December and her husband, Jim, was 
able to get good photos of the bird (ph. to 
T.P.R.F.). The bird remained through the 
season (m.ob.) and was seen regularly soar- 
ing with other Hook-billeds. A White-tailed 
Kite in Miles, Runnels, Jan. 3 (TR) provided 
one of very few records for the Concho 
Valley. A Bald Eagle at L. Balmorhea all 
winter (m.ob.) and two near Ft. Davis 
through the season (PE) provided unex- 
pected Trans-Pecos records. 

Swainson's Hawks are very rare in Texas 
during the winter, but several have been 
photographed in recent winters; singles 
were photographed Feb. 6 at Corpus Christi 
(WS, J&BRi) and Feb. 14 in Bee OWe) while 
three others were reported during the sea- 

son in Brazoria (RWe, ISt, m.ob.). A few 
Zone-tailed Hawks were seen, including 
two in the L.R.G.V. and one in tim Hogg 
(m.ob.). Very unusual for the Trans-Pecos, a 
dark-morph Rough-legged Hawk wintered 
along Cibolo Cr., Presidio, where it was 
carefully studied (AA, D&LH, m.ob.). 

RAILS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS 

Quite unexpected for the area, a Black Raft 
was seen in Lubbock Dec. 19-20 (PKi, 
MCa, AF1). A nice find was four King Rails 
at the Alazan W.M.A., Nacogdoches, Feb 16 
(DW). The birds vocalized in pairs in 
response to a tape and likely constitute the 
first winter record for the sub-region. Seven 
Virginia Rails were at the same spot Dec. 19 
(D&MW) while six were found there Feb 
16; both the above species stayed through 
the season. Wolf thinks that these birds held 

winter territories in the marshes here and 

wonders if local nesting by King Rails might 
occur here during late winter, something to 
watch for. Rare in winter, single Purple 
Gallinules were noted in Hidalgo Feb. 22 
(BFr) and in Bexar Dec. 20 (fide ER). A 
record flock of 182 Whooping Cranes (164 
adults and 18 young) wintered in and 
around Aransas. An additional adult was 

seen Jan. 4-21 hear Sabinal w. of San 
Antonio (SSo). Either that stray adult or 
another was near Brazos Bend, Fort Bend, 
Jan. 24-Feb. 14 (LM, m.ob.). A very late 
Semipalmated Plover was in Austin Dec. 16 
(BFr). The Mt. Plovers mentioned in the fall 
report near Granger L. were seen during the 
winter period, but a count of 21 was the 
highest number noted (TFen). Eight Mt 
Plovers were seen near New Braunfels Dec 

12 (KBa). An Am. Avocet was in Wichita at 
North Fork Buffalo Creek Res. Jan. 9-10 
(TK), providing a very rare winter record 
there. A Willet in Midland Feb. 27 (D&AK) 
was out-of-place. Very unexpected inland 
was a Pectoral Sandpiper at Richland Creek 
W.M.A., Freestone, Feb. 21 (TPo). Unex- 
pected far inland in winter was a Dunlin in 
Midland Jan. 5-13 (JMe) and two m 
Lubbock Jan. 12 (AF1). Ten Long-billed 
Dowitchers were in Randall Dec. 19 (GF, KS 
et al.), only the 3rd winter record for the 
Panhandle. 

GULLS 

A scattering of Franklin's Gulls lingered 
into late December along the U.T.C., with 
the latest being one in Fort Bend Dec. 26 
(PDH). The Black-headed Gull from the 
fall at Cooper L. remained until Feb. 24 
(MWh). The banded Black-headed Gull 
from V.C.D.B., first reported in March 
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This Black-tailed Gull (flying awa• and center), a first for Texas, stayed briefly at the 
Brownsville landfill, where it was photographed February 12, 1999. See Pictorial 
Highlights for another view of the bird. Photographer/Greg W. Lasley 

1998, returned Feb. 2 and remained 

through the season (MR et al.). 
The most exciting find of the season was 

an ad. Black-tailed Gull discovered Feb. 11 

at the Brownsville landfdl (ph. ?WD, BP, 
DDi, S&JSk). There have been several 
recent records on the east coast, and several 

Texas observers had speculated that this 
species could show up here. The discoverers 
were visiting from New York and were 
familiar with the species. They were able to 
contact local observers so many were able 
to see this first Texas record through Feb. 
13. Stay tuned for the spring report for 
more on this bird. 

Among the literally thousands of gulls 
this winter at V.C.D.B., an imm. Mew Gull 

was seen sporadically Dec. 3 through Feb. 3 
(?MR, JWS, m.ob.) and an adult was also 
there Feb. 28 (•BG, MR, DHu). There were 
six California Gulls reported at scattered 
locations across the state; documentation 

was received on only three of these. An 
apparent Thayer's Gull was at V.C.D.B. Feb. 
28 (?MR). Details on a 2nd winter Iceland 
Gull from Brownsville Jan. 8 will be 

reviewed by the T.B.R.C.; to date there is 
only one accepted record for Texas. 

As usual, there were about a half-dozen 

Lesser Black-backed Gulls reported along 

the coast. A well-described Lesser Black- 

backed Gul] at L. Lewisville, Denton, Jan. 

13-14 (ph., MGa) provided a first county 
record and only the 2nd for n.c. Texas. A 
Glaucous Gull was at Galveston lan. 

19-Feb. 12 (DPe et al.) while two were 
reported at Brownsville Feb. 25 (DF). Two 
imm. Black-legged Kittiwakes were discov- 
ered at San Antonio's Calaveras L Jan. 27 

(MSi, RSi, m.ob.); one remained until at 
least Feb. 12 (WS et al.). 

DOVES THROUGH WOODPECKERS 

Eurasian Collared-Doves continue their 

march across Texas; new county records 
came from Aransas, Bastrop, Bell, Childtess, 
Hunt, and Lubbock. Another expanding 
dove, White-winged, was found in unprece- 
dented numbers in Brazos with 157 count- 

ed Dec. 14 (fide KA). A new county record 
was provided by a White-winged in Fannin 
Jan. 31 (WM). Details on a Ruddy Ground- 
Dove at Laguna Atascosa Jan. 31 (DNP) will 
be reviewed by the T.B.R.C. An outstanding 
find was a White-tipped Dove at Boquillas 
Canyon, Big Bend, Jan. 17 (MFI). 

There was evidence of an influx of 

Short-eared Owls into central and s. Texas 

where concentrations of birds at scattered 

locations from Bell southward drew much 

attention. A mild winter allowed several 

Corn. Nighthawks to spend the entire sea- 
son on the w. side of Houston (KH). In 
keeping with the warm winter, Corn. Night- 
hawks appeared in McAllen Dec. 28 (BMc) 
and in Refugio Feb. 16 (PHo). Amazingly, a 
Chuck-will's-widow was found at Freeport 
Dec. 20 (RWe). It was difficult to gauge the 
significance of overwintering humming- 
bird populations because they draw such 
frequent mention by observers. For exam- 
ple, there were reports of 16 Rufous 
Hummingbirds in c. Texas; was this high or 
low? A Broad-billed Hummingbird was at 
L. Jackson, Brazoria, Jan. 27 through the 
period (?ph. T&SC). A Buff-bellied Hum- 
mingbird in Comal Dec. 30 (RD) was away 
from its normal wintering range. An Anna's 
Hummingbird in Nacogdoches from the fall 
remained until Jan. 16 (CELL Of several 

Broad-tailed Hummingbirds reported, the 
most interesting was a bird that over-win- 
tered in Kilgore, Rusk (ph. PHa). A couple 
of Broad-taileds wintered in Austin, and 

singles were reported in San Antonio and 
Comfort. A wintering imm. male Selas- 
phorus in Houston molted into adult plum- 
age showing characteristics of an Allen's 
Hummingbird (J&WRi). 

Reports of Ringed Kingfishers away 
from their s. Texas haunts induded a bird in 

Bastrop Dec. 25-26 (LGo) and a bird seen 
through December and January in San 
Marcos (DHe). It should be noted that 
Ringed Kingfishers appear to be inching 
their way up the Rio Grande and into the 
Edward's Plateau; they have also been noted 
on the Devil's and Pecos Rivers in Val Verde 

(fide ML). Green Kingfishers are now being 
regularly reported from Rio Grande Village 
in Big Bend. There was a minor incursion 
of Red-headed Woodpeckers into parts of c. 
and s. Texas. Notable Red-headed records 

included one at Ft. Clark Springs, Kinney, in 
January (fide WS) and one in Rancho Viejo, 
Cameron, Feb. 17 through the period (BBa, 
ph. SB, BMc, m.ob.). A Red-bellied Wood- 
pecker which arrived in Midland in 
November remained the winter (fide FW). 
A Red-naped Sapsucker was at Aransas 
Dec. 29, well away from its expected winter 
range (ph. ME). Amazingly, an apparent 
Red-naped x Red-breasted Sapsucker was 
mist-netted in Guadalupe Delta W.M.A., 
Calhoun, Jan. 23 (ph. BO), the 3rd record of 
this hybrid combination from Texas. 
Williamson's Sapsuckers were in higher 
than normal numbers in the Davis Mts. this 

winter; six birds Dec. 30 (CR) represented 
the high count. A Downy Woodpecker at Ft. 
Clark Springs Jan. 1 was interesting (JA). 
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Three Pileated Woodpeckers in Montague 
in early February (Jill) were w. of their 
expected range. 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH VIREOS 

Although more regular along the coast in 
w•nter, two Least Flycatchers in Frio Jan. 16 
(BLy) were notable. A Black Phoebe was at 
Wolf Cr. Park, Ochiltree, Dec. 7 (ph. GL, 
SB), providing the first winter record for 
the Panhandle while an E. Phoebe at 

Caprock Canyons S.P., Briscoe, Jan. 1 (KS) 
provided another rare record. Two Vermil- 
ion Flycatchers were unexpected in Brazos 
Feb 27 (MVD). An Ash-throated Fly-catch- 
er m Jefferson Jan. 24 (KSz) was as far up the 
coast as you can go and still stay in Texas 
whfie a Brown-crested Flycatcher in Bastrop 
returned for its 4th winter (BFr). A Brown- 
crested Flycatcher at San Bernard Dec. 
6-Jan. 22 (RWe et al.) was near the loca- 
tions where two birds wintered last year. 
Also quite unexpected was a lone Great 
Crested Flycatcher in Brazoria Jan. 18 
(RWe). A few Great Kiskadees wandered 
away from their expected haunts; one was 
m Burnet Jan. 7 (fide JHe) while another 
was at Sugarland, Harris, Jan. 16 (DD). 
Unusual on the U.T.C., vocalizing Couch's 
Kingbirds were noted in Brazoria Jan. 
3-Feb. 3 (RWe) and in Fort Bend Jan. 10 
(TxB). Other Couch's Kingbirds of note 
included individuals in Bexar Dec. 20 

(SWie), New Braunfels Jan. 16 (SAAS), and 
in Floresville, Wilson, Feb. 11 (WS). 
Unprecedented was a well-described Cas- 
sln's Kingbird in Floyd Feb. 27 (AF1, RF), no 
doubt an extremely early migrant. Scissor- 
tafied Flycatchers lingered late in several 
areas; at least three in Flower Mound, Den- 

ton, Dec. 12-13 (LHa); one in Nacogdoches 
Dec 19 (fide D&MW); dozens in the San 
Antonio area in the last week of December 

(CD); and two on the U.T.C., (one in 
Brazoria and one in Jefferson) Jan. 17 (DVe, 
JWh). Six N. Shrikes were in the Panhandle 
area this winter, ranging from Hansford in 
the north to Crosby in the south (fide KS). 
All three "Solitary" vireos made appear- 
ances in the Trans-Pecos. Plumbeous Vireos 

were in Balmorhea (PHart) and E1 Paso Jan. 
2 (ph. JPa); Blue-headeds were in Balmor- 
hea Jan. 2 (D&LH) and at Big Bend's Rio 
Grande Village all winter (ML, Mfi); and 
rounding out the "solitary" contingent was 
a Cassin's at Rio Grande Village Feb. 28 
(BLu, FR). 

JAYS THROUGH THRASHERS 

In previous years, Brown Jays have occurred 
along the Rio Grande from the San Ygnado 

area downriver to near Roma, sometimes in 

good numbers. In recent seasons, however, 
the species is represented in Texas by only a 
small handful in the Salifieno/Chapefio 
area; its presence in the U.S. at this time is 
tenuous at best. Like the Brown Jay, Tamau- 
lipas Crows appear to be withdrawing from 
Texas. This winter only two-three birds 
could be irregularly found at the Browns- 
ville landfill. Curiously, the report of eight- 
ten Tamaulipas Crows heard and seen at 
Laredo Jan. 30 (JSe) was of interest. The 
species is known to winter around Sabinas 
Hidalgo, about 80 mi s. of Laredo (fide CS). 
A Chihuahuan Raven was reported at Texas 
Pt., Jefferson, Feb. 10 (JWh), one of few 
U.T.C. records. The Com. Raven reported 
from Galveston in the fall was last seen Jan. 
16 (m.ob.). 

An early Purple Martin was in College 
Station Jan. 9 (SBr). A dozen Tree Swallows 
in Grimes Dec. 28 (BeF) were a bit n. of 
their normal coastal winter range while two 
Cave Swallows in Lee Jan. 4 (HBr) were at a 
similarly unexpected location. Even though 
just a short distance out of 'its regular 
Pineywoods range, a Brown-headed Nut- 
hatch near Gibbons Creek Res., Grimes, 
Dec. 28 (KA, JJ) was notable for this habitat 
specialist. Unexpected in winter in the 
Panhandle were single House Wrens at Palo 
Duro Canyon Dec. 11 (m.ob.) and L. Mc- 
Clellan, Gray, Feb. 27 (m.ob.). A local rarity 
was a Winter Wren in Midland Dec. 5 (BLu, 
RMS). The winter invasion of Golden- 
crowned Kinglets from the fall completely 
blanketed the state, including one in E1 Paso 
Feb. 19-22 (JPa) and others in the L.R.G.V. 
through the period. A single W. Bluebird in 
a flock of Easterns was found in San Marcos 

Dec. 3 (fide DHe). Unseasonal were a Wood 
Thrush at Sabine Woods, Jefferson, all peri- 
od (JWh) and two at China Spring, 
McLennan, Dec. 19 (FB). At least seven dif- 
ferent Clay-colored Robins were reported 
from Hidalgo and Starr during the season 
(m.ob.). The invasion of Am. Robins was 
particularly evident on the U.T.C. south- 
ward to the L.R.G.V. A few Sage Thrashers 
strayed a little e. of their regular winter 
range with singles at Parker, Bell, Burner, 
Brazoria, and San Patricio (m.ob.). 

WARBLERS THROUGH SPARROWS 

The tail end of the Tennessee Warbler 

migration was anchored by single birds 
Dec. 11-13 in Brazoria and Nueces. A bit n. 

of its regular range, a Tropical Parula was in 
Corpus Christi Jan. 23 (RBe). A Yellow 
Warbler, very rare in winter, was found in 
Brownsville Jan. 25 (TB). Among the dozen 

or more warbler species in Anzalduas Park, 
Hidalgo, from the last week of December 
through the period were two male Hermit 
Warblers, both of which were photograph- 
ed (JCu, DN). This represents the first doc- 
umented winter record of Hermit Warbler 

for Texas. Unexpected was a Black-throated 
Green Warbler in Burleson Feb 8 (CL). Two 
Prairie Warblers wintered on the U.T.C, 
one in downtown Houston (WRi) and 
another at Brazos Bend (m.ob.). Palm 
Warblers off the coast included singles in 
Brazos Jan. 23 (BeF) and Bastrop Jan. 30 
(BFr). A Prothonotary Warbler discovered 
on the Aransas CBC Dec. 29 was spotted 
again Jan. 16 (PDH) while another was at 
Refugio Jan. 12 (CC). A first winter record 
for the Panhandle was provided by two 
Com. Yellowthroats at Caprock Canyons 
Dec. 31-Feb. 20 (TFe, m.ob.). Extremely 
rare in winter for Big Bend was a Wilson's 
Warbler in Santa Elena Canyon Jan. 5 (BFr, 
PHo). Adding to the increasing reports in 
recent years, a Rufous-capped Warbler was 
seen near San Antonio Dec. 20 (?SWie). 

A Summer Tanager was reported in 
Kingsland, Llano, Dec. 14 (fide JHe) 
Unusual for the U.T.C. was a Green-tailed 

Towhee in Harris Dec. 9 (DPr). At the w 
fringe of their known range, E. Towhees 
were reported in w. Travis, Burnet, and w 
Bexar. Concerted effort was made to locate 

wintering Henslow's Sparrows as part of 
Project Prairie Birds. This resulted in 
reports of at least 25 individuals scattered 
across e. Texas from Rains s. to Liberty 
(m.ob.). A Harris's Sparrow at McNary 
Res., Hudspeth, Dec. 19 was well out-of- 
range (JPa). Two Golden-crowned Spar- 
rows were newsworthy; one was on private 
property in Live Oak Nov. 27-Jan. 3 (?ph 
J&SHol) while another was in Hudspeth 
Dec. 19 (?JPa). Very rare for the Edward's 
Plateau, a "Gray-headed" Junco was netted 
Feb. 4 at Ingram, Kerr (ph. A&HR). Away 
from their traditional wintering areas were 
40+ Smith's Longspurs near Trinidad, Hen- 
derson, Jan. 17 (TPo). Farther afield was a 
single Smith's Longspur at Nacogdoches 
Dec. 22 (DW). 

GROSBEAKS THROUGH FINCHES 

Stray Pyrrhuloxias turned up at 2 Potter 
locations during January (MK, B&JP). We 
received 4 reports of wintering Black-head- 
ed Grosbeaks away from their expected 
areas, including two in Washington and sin- 
gle birds in Jeff Davis and Hays. Curiously, 
we saw an influx of Dickcissels starting in 
mid-January. Most notable were individu- 
als in Angelina Jan. 17 (NB), Bentsen Feb 
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4+ (KE), and Tarrant Feb. 17 (JWS). Many 
Dickcissds began appearing on the U.T.C. 
in January and into February with as many 
as 30 birds noted by the end of the season 
(m.ob.). The most interesting Rusty Black- 
bird report was one at Pedernales Falls Jan. 
10 (BRe). Observers reported a significant 
southern movement of Cam. Grackles into 
the L.R.G.V. 

A Baltimore Oriole was seen at San 

Antonio Jan. 6 (fide GSc). Pine Siskins were 
virtually non-existent in c. and s. Texas. 
Out-of-place were single Lesser Goldfinch; 
es in Plano, Callin, during January (fide 
DHu) and in Groesbeck, Limestone, Jan. 
22-Feb. 3 (W&BFe, S&ASi). The only Even- 
ing Grosbeak reported to us for the entire 
winter was a single bird in Amarillo, Ran- 
dall, Dec. 13-Feb. 13 (EK). 

UNDOCUMENTED RARITIES 

A Brant in Knox Jan. 13, three California 
Gulls and Thayer's Gull in Dallas Feb. 5-16, 
and Blue Bunting at Bentsen. 

Cited Observers (subregional editors in 
boldface): Mark Adams (MAd), Artie 
Ahier, Fred Armstrong, Rich Armstrong, 
Keith Arnold, Nina & Eddie Arnold, John 
Arvin, Peter Barnes (PBa), Keith Bartels 
(KBa), Benton Basham (BBa), Kay 
Baughman, Phil Beckhelm, John & Brenda 
Bell, Robert Benson (RBe), Steve Bentsen, 
Ray & Lynn Bieber, Nancy Bird, Al Black, 
Hazel Bluhm, Wanda Bosmans, Scott 
Brandes (SBr), David & Luanne Brotherton 
(D&LBro), Charles Brown, Hugh Brown 
(HBr), Cyndie Browning, Barbara Bruns 
(BBr), Tim Brush, Kelly Bryan (Trans- 
Pecos: P.O. Box 786, Ft. Davis, TX 79734, 

kelly. bryan@ tpwd.state.tx.us), Frank 
Bumgardner, Alan Byboth, Marty Campbell 
(MCa), Oscar Carmama, Dawn & Ross 
Carrie, Jack Chiles, Charlie Clark, Tom & 
Sherri Collins, Arlie & Mel Gooksey (South 
Texas: 15825 Socorro Loop, Corpus Christi, 
TX 78418, cybrbrdr@trip.net), Cameron 
Cox (CCo), Gordon Creel, Mary Creel, Jim 
& Pat Culbertson (J&PCu), Roberta Currie, 
Rich Damran, Willie D'Anna, Louis 
Debetaz, David Deifik, Dean DiTommaso 

(DDi), Bob Doe (BDo), Andrew Donnelly, 
Gladys Danahue, Claire Drenowitz, Marc & 
Maryann Eastman, Kim Eckert, Mark 
Elwonger, Chuck Ely (CE1), Pansy Espey, 
Tim Fenndl (TFen), Terry Ferguson (TFer), 
Wanda & Brett Fewell (W&BFe), Mark 
Flippo (MF1), Anthony Floyd (AF1), 
Connie Fordham, Tyler Fordham, David 
Freeland, Brush Freeman (BFr), Bert Frenz 
(BeF), Gil Fry, Rich Fulham, Terry Fuller 

(TFu), Tony Gallucci, Larry Galvez, Murray 
Gardler (MGa), Dita Geary, Carl George, 
Brian Gibbons (BGi), Simone Gillian, Larry 
Gorbet (LGo), Larry & Karen Griffing, 
Dennis Haessley (DHa), Jim Hailey (Jill), 
Megan Hall, Laurens Halsey (LHa), James 
Hamous, Peggy Harding (PHa), Pat 
Hartigan (PHart), Ken Hartman, James 
Heath (JHe), David & Linda Hedges, Ruth 
Heino (RHe), Dick Henderson (DHe), 
Blake Hendon, Hubert & Pat Hervey, Petra 
Hockey, Joan & Scott Holt (J&SHol), 
Jimmy Hoover (Jill), P.D. Hulce (PDH), 
David Hurt (DHu), John Jackman, Tom 
Johnson, Thomas L. Johnson (TLJ), George 
Jury, John Karges (JKa), Tim Kaspar, Mike 
Keck, Greg Keiran, Donna & Alvin Kelly, 
John Kelly, Keith Kimmerle, Phillip Kite 
(PKi), Ed Kutac, Greg Lasley, L. Leigh, 
Cathy Liles, Steve Lister, Keith Lockhart, 
Mark Lockwood, Ran Lockwood (RLo), 
Bill Lupardis (BLu), Bill Lybarger (BLy), 
Lynne Magee, Michael Marsden, P.K. 
Martin, Terry Maxwell, Rich McCamant, 
Jim McHaney, Debra McKee, Bill 
McKinney (BiMc), Brad McKinney (BMc), 
Chris Merkord, Joann Merritt (JMe), 
Wayne Meyers, Toni Mistretta, Steve 
Mlodinow (SM1), David Nelson, Bob 
Ohmart, Jim Paton (JPa), Dick Payne, 
Dwight Peake (DPe), David and Nancy 
Pearson (DNP), Glenn Perriga, Mel Pineda, 
Randy Pinkston, Betsy Potter, Truman 
Powell (TPo), Andy & Bill Prather, Debbie 
Propes (DPr), Brian & Joann Pruitt, Bob 
Rasa (BRa), Ross Rasmussen, Jim Ray 
(JRa), Martin Reid, Bill Reiner (BRe), John 
& Barbara Ribble (J&BRi), Art & Hannah 
Richard, Tom Richards, Cecilia Riley, Jan & 
Will Risser (J&WRi), Ernie Roney, Forest 
Rowland, John Rowlett, San Antonio 
Audubon Society, Laura Sare (LSa), Adriel 
Schoenhals, Monty Schoenhals, Georgina 
Schwartz (GSc), Rosemary Scott (RSc), Jim 
Sealy (JSe), Willie Sekula (Central Texas: 
7063 Co. Rd. 228, Falls City, TX 78113- 
2627, wsekula@the-cia.net), Ken $eyffett 
(Panhandle: 2206 S. Lipscomb, Amarillo, 
TX 79109), Cliff Shackelford (CSh)(East 
Texas: Texas Parks & Wildlife Dept., 4200 
Smith School Rd., Austin, TX 78744, clif- 
ford.shackelford@tpwd.state.tx.us), Billie 
Shalvey, Mark Shavers (MSh), J.W. Sifford 
(JWS), Mike Sims (MSi), Richard Sims 
(RSi), Sarah & Alton Sims (S&ASi), Jim 
Sipiota (JSi), Sharon & Jeanne Skelly 
(S&JSk), Sylvestre Sorola (SSo), John 
Sproul, Sara St. Clair, Jim Stevenson (JSt), 
Cliff Stogner (CSt), Rose Marie Stortz, Alan 
Swain, Ken Sztraky (KSz), TexBirds (TxB; 
Audubon birding discussion list), Iain 

Tomlinson, Peggy Trosper, Mark & Sandra 
Turner, Marguerite Van Dyke, Donald 
Verser (DVe), Darrell Vollert, Darrin Wallis 
(DWa), Peggy Watts, Ro Wauer, Ran Weeks 
(RWe), John West (JWe), Ed Wetzel, 
Richard Wharton, Joyce Wheeler, Knstm 
White, Matt White (N.C. Texas: 2518 
Monroe, Commerce, TX 75428, 

MWHITE@ssisd.net), John Whittle (JWh), 
Sue Wiedenfeld (SWie), Frances Williams, 
David Wolf, Mimi Wolf, Joe Yelderman, 
Barry Zimmer. 

Greg W. Lasley, 305 Loganberry Ct., Aust•n, 
TX 78745-6527 (glasley@earthlink.net) and 
Chuck Sexton, 101 E. 54th St., Austin, TX 
78751-1232 (cwsexton@onr. com) 

COFFEE FOR BIRDS? 

iN THE MIDST OF SHRINKING HABITAT• 
MIGRATORY BIRDS HAVE FOUND 

SANCTUARY IN THE FOREST ENVIRONMENT 

OF TRADITIONAL SHADE GROWN 

COFFEE FARMS. 

NOW YOU CAN JOIN BIRDERS 

ACROSS AMERICA AND 

DEMAND SHADE GROWN COFFEE! 

SONG BIRD COFFEES 
COME FROM FARMS THAT GROW 

THEIR COFFEE IN THE TRADITIONAL 

MANNER: IN THE SHADE• UNDER 
FOREST CANOPY THAT PROVIDES 

GREAT HABITAT FOR BIRDS. 

SPONSOREO BY THE 

AMERICAN BIRDING ASSOCIATION 

ROASTED AND BLENDED BY 

THANKSGIVING COFFEE GO. 

TO ORDER OR FOR MORE 

INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-6',½8-6491 
WWW. SONGB IROCOFFEE.COM 
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