
scarce throughout the Region. In contrast, 
Am. Goldfinches were found in excellent 

numbers in both n. Michigan and Minne- 
sota. 
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or the second consecutive year the Region enjoyed near sub-tropical 
weather. Perhaps Robert Cecil captured the 
season most accurately with his comment, 
"this was about as dose as we get to a nice 
winter." December temperatures were well 
above normal, and February brought 
almost spring-like conditions. Winter was 
compressed into a brief two-week period 
that began New Year's Day when the sea- 
son's only major storm swept across the 
Region. The blanket of snow and subse- 
quent bitter temperatures produced by this 
storm provided the season's only severe 
weather. 

Mild temperatures kept all water open 
through the end of December. As a result, 
atypically high numbers of both water 
birds and passerines lingered in the Region 
until early January. Especially common and 
widespread were American Robins, which 
wintered in unprecedented numbers. How- 
ever, it was the presence of a Purple Martin, 
two Barn Swallows, a Yellow-breasted Chat, 

and a colony of Sedge Wrens that charac- 
terized the winter of 1998-1999 as most 

extraordinary. 
The early January storm and associated 

heavy snow cover also produced some 
unanticipated "yard birds:' Scores of corre- 
spondents reported mixed flocks of Horned 
Larks, Lapland Longspurs, and Snow Bunt- 
ings, searching for spilled seeds beneath 
their feeders. M. Stephenson's experience in 
west-central Ohio was typical; flocks of 
larks and buntings, seen afield January 2, 
were literally inside the city limits of 
Wapakoneta a few days later. 

Warm February temperatures quickly 
melted the January ice, triggering the spring 
waterfowl migration. Thus, ducks lingered 
in the Region until early January and were 
back again by early February. It was indeed 
a short winter. 

Abbreviations: Carl. L. (Carlyle I. in Clinton, 
Fayette, & Bond Counties, IL); H.B.S.P (Head- 
lands Beach S.P., OH); Jax. R (Jackson Park on 
the Chicago lakefront); L. Cal. (L. Calumet, Chi- 
cago); R.E.D.A (Riverlands Environmental Dem- 
onstration Area, MO); Spfld. (Springfield, II). 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS 

Accompanying the warm winter and asso- 
ciated open water were above-normal num- 
bers of loons and grebes. Red-throated 
Loons were remarkably widespread with 
reports from every state except Missouri. 
The seasons best diver, however, was a 

Yellow-billed Loon that lingered in 
Bloomington, IL, Dec. 19-29 (RCh, tRHe, 
KMc, SF, GW, m.ob.). Among the common 
grebes, the peak counts were in s. Illinois 
where 99 Pied-billeds were at Newton L. 

Dec. 21 (JWa, SSi) and 100+ Horneds at 
Carl. L. Dec. 13 (DKa, JZ). Among the rarer 
grebes three Red-neckeds were reported in 
both Illinois and Ohio, and a singleton was 
seen in Indiana, providing an above-aver- 
age season tally. East of the Mississippi R. 
single W. Grebes were found in Henderson, 
IL, Dec. 19 (AR, PR); at Mississinewa Res., 
IN, Jan. 1 (tHaw, BK, SSc); and at East Fork 
S.P., OH, Jan. 20-Feb. 6 (tHA, FR, ph.). 

A fly-by N. Gannet, seen at H.B.S.P. Dec 
12 (RHn, tNB), provided the Region's first 
record since 1994. Wintering Double-crest- 
ed Cormorants have become quite regular 
in the Region; however, the 1000 birds 
counted at Rend L., IL, Dec. 19 (KMc, RHa) 
were extraordinary. Both Great Blue Herons 
and Black-crowned Night-Herons were 
plentiful across the Region. Highlights 
included 132 Great Blues at Ottawa N.W.R., 

OH, Dec. 6 (EP, CC) and an impressive 29 
Black-crowneds along a power plant warm 
water outlet in Lucas, OH, Jan. 16 (DD). 

Additionally, among many tardy Great 
Egrets, one lingered in Aurora, IL, until Dec. 
16 (tJDr). 
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WATERFOWL 

Once again geese numbers were uniformly 
high across the Region, with Greater White- 
fronteds reported in all 6 states and Ross's 
recorded in every state except Ohio. Two 
White-fronted Geese wandered E to 

Holmes, OH, where they were observed Jan. 
16 (MG, BG1). The remarkable 88,500 
Snow Geese, tallied on the Jan. 20 Southern 

Illinois Goose inventory (MH), is surely 
among the Regions largest counts ever 
recorded e. of the Mississippi R. The east- 
ermost Ross's Geese reports involved a 
singleton at Basil Griffin Park, Warren, KY, 
Jan. 20 & 24 (LD, DOb) and two at Kanka- 
kee W.M.A., IN, Feb. 12 (j,JCd). A single 
Brant at Horseshoe Lake W.M.A., IL, Dec. 

29 (J,SBy) provided one of few records in 
the Region over the past decade. 

Although excellent numbers of puddle 
ducks were noted across the Region and bay 
ducks were plentiful, it was a banner winter 
for sea ducks. Noteworthy among the dab- 
blers was an ad. male Corn. (Green-winged) 
Teal seen in e. Holmes, OH, Feb. 5, 6, & 20 
(J-ES et al.). It was perhaps the Region's best 
winter ever for Harlequin Ducks. On the 
Great Lakes, where this species is regular, 
eight were recorded in Indiana, five in 
Ohio, and one in Illinois. The most surpris- 
ing report, however, came from R.E.D.A. 
and adjacent Alton, IL, where a female 
I-Iarlequin was present Jan 30-Feb. 6 (SDk, 
J,WR, ph. m.ob.), providing Missouri's first 
confirmed winter record and first report in 
27 years. Small numbers of both Surf and 
White-winged scoters appeared in every 
state except Missouri where Surfs were not 
reported. Except for s. L. Michigan, where 
above average numbers appeared, Black 

White-winged Scoters appeared in every 
state of the Region; some, like this bird 
in Holmes County, Ohio, were forced down 
by freezing rain January I S, 1999. 
Photograph/Brnce D. Glick 

Scoters were scarce. Inland Black Scoter 

reports included four birds in Indiana, 
three in Kentucky, and one in Iowa. The 
season's best duck was an ad. male 

Bm'row's Goldeneye seen at R.E.D.A. Jan. 
24 & 25 (J,WR, J,KL et al.). 

OSPREY THROUGH SHOREBIRDS 

Basking in warm December temperatures, a 
female Osprey lingered in n. Illinois where 
it was seen at Rockford Dec. 23 (J,RM). The 
peak Bald Eagle counts were made along 
the Mississippi R. in Illinois where 1049 
were tallied in Whimside and Rock Island 

Jan. 15-16 (KMk). Elsewhere eagle num- 
bers were typical except in Indiana where 
the midwinter survey was rather low (JCs). 
Northern Harriers were unusually numer- 
ous in late winter with peak counts of 75+ 
at Prairie S.P., MO, Jan. 18 (MR) and 53 in 
s. Illinois Prairie Ridge W.M.A. Feb. 22 
(JWa). Northern Goshawks were quite 
scarce with only eight counted across Illi- 
nois, Iowa, and Ohio. This total is low even 
for a non-invasion year. Rough-legged 
Hawk numbers were normal or below aver- 

age in most areas; however, a superb count 
of 31 (12 dark and 19 light morphs) was 
made Feb. 5 in Ohio's e. central strip mines 
(JLr). Golden Eagle numbers were up this 
winter with observations in every state 
except Ohio. It was an especially good win- 
ter for this large raptor in Iowa where 13 
were found. The Merlin population contin- 
ues to flourish; this winter 29 were reported 
across the Region. Prairie Falcons are very 
rare winter residents in c. Illinois. This year, 
however, visiting birders from Iowa discov- 
ered one in the n.w. portion of the state at 
New Boston Dec. 18 (J,TK, JF). 

Some fine Virginia Rails counts were 
logged this winter with five at Beverly 
Shores, IN, Dec. 19 (JCd) and four in 
Holmes, OH, Jan. 3 (BG1). The presence of 
Sandhill Cranes in every state attests to 
both the expansion of this species and the 
mild winter season. An unprecedented 
12,800 Sandhills were still at the Jasper- 
Pulaski, IN, staging area Dec. 2, and 6 days 
later 6300+ southbound birds flew over 

Monroe, IN (DWh, LSb). Other noteworthy 
Sandhill reports included 182 in Cook, IL, 
Dec. 22 (CF) and 56 at Findlay Res., OH, on 
the same day (KN). 

This winter a dozen shorebird species 
were recorded in the Region, rendering this 
the best season since 1994-1995 when 15 

species were logged. A major surprise was 
the two Semipalmated Plovers at L. Mon- 
roe, IN, Dec. 17-19 (J,KW), which provided 
that state's first winter record. Other tardy 

migrants induded a juv. Black-bellied Plov- 
er at Coralville Res., IA, Dec. 2 (TK, JF) and 
a Spotted Sandpiper in Gibson, IN, that lin- 
gered through Dec. 20 (J,G&J,LB, m.ob.). 
Two Greater Yellowlegs remained at L. 
Monroe, IN, until Dec. 20 (DWh); one was 
in Clark, OH, Dec. 19 (DOv); and a single- 
ton was still at Cone Marsh, IA, Dec. 18 
(J,TK). Lesser Yellowlegs reports were even 
more remarkable with mid-winter single- 
tons at McElroy L., KY, Jan. 31 (DR) and in 
Johnson, IL, Feb. 11 (J,SO). 

Perhaps the season's most remarkable 
shorebirds were Least Sandpipers, which 
were recorded in every state except Ohio. A 
phenomenal 52 Leasts were counted at 
Rend L., IL, Dec. 19 (J,LSn, DL), and six 
were still in Calloway, KY, Jan. 2 (DOb). 
One to five Purple Sandpipers were at 
H.B.S.P Dec. 6-Jan. 3 (RHn, m.ob.) while 
singles were found at Avon L., OH, Jan. 1 
(ES) and at Waukegan Beach, IL, Dec. 3 
(J,RB). Winter period Dunlins, primarly in 
early to mid-December, were reported in 
Indiana, Iowa, and Kentucky; the latest con- 
sisted of two at Mississinewa Res., IN, Jan 1 
(j-Haw). 

GULLS THROUGH OWLS 

This was not a good winter for large gulls 
on the Great Lakes; correspondents in 
Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio all noted a 

dearth of gulls, especially in January and 
February. Interestingly, inland reports were 
near normal. Vestiges of last fall's record 
Franklins Gull flight lingered into the win- 
ter period in every state except Missouri. 
The latest report consisted of a basic- 
plumed ad. at Red Rock Res., IA, Dec. 
19-27 (SDm, MP, CE). Little Gulls were 
reported in only one state apparently be- 
cause they all congregated in Ohio. Records 
included a phenomenal 26 Little Gulls at 
Fairport Harbor Feb. 27 (RHn, EB et al.); 
this remarkable total doubles the Regions 
previous daily maximum. Additionally, an 
imm. Little Gull was seen inland e. of 

Cincinnati at East Fork S.P. Jan. 22-29 
(J,FR, LG, ph. et al.). The winter's only Mew 
Gulls consisted of two first-basic birds 

found on CBCs (both accepted by the Iowa 
Bird Records Committee): one on the 
Saylorville count Dec. 20 (J,SDm) and the 
other at Keokuk (J,SDm). 

A basic-plumed ad. California Gull was 
photographed on the Chicago lakefront 
lan. 23-24 (J,GW, JL ph. m.ob.). Glaucous 
Gulls were surprisingly scarce across the 
Region. Oddly, 2 inland reports constituted 
the season's highest daily counts. Three 
Glaucous Gulls were reported both at 
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Ohio hosted remarkable numbers of Little 

Gulls on the Great Lakes during 
the season; this immature, however, was 
"inland," being fonnd January ZZ-29, 
1999 east of Cincinnati at East Fork State 

Park where it was photographed 
Jannary Z7. Photograph/Frank Renfrow 

R.E.D.A. Jan. 30 (WR) and in Dayton, OH, 
Jan. 16 (DD). The latter birds, all in first- 
winter plumage, were accompanied by an 
ad. Great Black-backed Gull (DD). Black- 
legged Kittiwakes were more common than 
normal with six birds scattered across 

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, and Ohio. 
The Region's Eur. Collared-Dove popu- 

lation continues to grow. This winter 14 
Collared-Doves were reported at 3 Illinois 
locations, and the small colony at Grinnell, 
IA, has now expanded to 10 birds (JF). 
Most Snowy Owls remained n. of the 
Region. The season's tally consisted of a sin- 
gle bird at Meigs Field, Chicago, Dec. 30 
and Jan. 13 (DSt), and four birds in Iowa. 
Following the pattern of recent winters 
excellent counts of the "eared" owls were 

logged. This winter Long-eareds were 
reported in every state except Kentucky, 
and Short-eareds were found in all 6 states. 

Noteworthy observations included 12 
Long-eareds at Offand Grassland W.M.A., 
IL, Feb 14-25 (LSn) and nine in Lake, IN, 
Dec. 1 (JB et al.). The peak Short-eared Owl 
tally consisted of 26 at Prairie Ridge State 
Natural Area, IL, Feb. 18 (JWa, EK). 
Northern Saw-whet Owls were also more 

widespread than normal with five in Iowa, 
three in both Illinois and Indiana, and sin- 

gletons in Missouri and Ohio. 

HUMMINGBIRDS 

THROUGH WAXlNINGS 

The fall Rufous Hummingbird reported at 
N. Perry, OH, lingered until Dec. 2 (JPg). 
Winter period E. Phoebes were reported in 
all 6 states with some records approaching 
mid-winter. The latest birds were in Hart, 

KY, Jan. 4 (MS) and at Willow Slough, IN, 
Jan. 1 (EH). The latter phoebe was report- 
edly searching for morsds in spider webs 
beneath the eaves of a building. The Region 
enjoyed a major N. Shrike invasion with 
reports from every state except Kentucky. 
The tally by state included 21 in Iowa, 12 in 
Ohio, 10 in Illinois, five in Indiana, and two 

in Missouri. A dozen Loggerhead Shrikes 
counted at Prairie Ridge State Natural Area, 
IL, Feb. 14 (JWa, JHo) constituted a fine 
winter tally. 

An over-eager Purple Martin arrived at 
Mt. Hope, Holmes, OH, Feb. 12, only to fall 
prey to a Cooper's Hawk Feb. 13 (BGI, ph.), 
but not before providing Ohio's first 
February record. Also in the competition 
for earliest arrival was a Barn Swallow that 

appeared at Mermet L., Massac, IL, Feb. 
12-13 (pFBe, m.ob.). This report also con- 
stitutes Illinois' first February record. 
Another Barn Swallow lingered in the 
Chicago area where it was seen at 
Winthrope Harbor Dec. 5 (pGW). Red- 
breasted Nuthatches were uniformly scarce 
across the Region. A tardy House Wren lin- 
gered at Strongville, OH, until Dec. 27 
(CR), and a late-winter Marsh Wren was 
found at Mermet L., IL, Feb. 13 (pFBe). 

Golden-crowned Kinglets were unusu- 
ally common in December as evidenced by 
a peak single-party count of 37 at Horse- 
shoe Lake W.M.A., IL, Dec. 29 (KMc, TD). 
A female Mr. Bluebird, at Waterman Cr., 
O'Brien, IA, Feb. 7-21 (tLS, pTK, tIF, pET, 

S A Historically, winter-period 
ß 1 Sedge Wrens have been acci- 

dental in the Region, most often 
appearing as single birds on CBCs. 
Winter-period records have perhaps 
become slightly more frequent in 
recent years with singletons reported in 
4 of the past 5 winters. The traditional 
pattern, however, was shattered this 
winter with an absolutely unprecedent- 
ed discovery near Barton, in n.w. 
Missouri. On the morning of Dec. 4, 
Robbins used a tape recording at 
Prairie S.P. to locate a phenomenal 31 
Sedge Wrens. Responses of the birds 
suggested that they were territorial. A 
repeat of the survey Dec. 17 produced 
29 birds, including some at sites where 
birds were not detected on the earlier 

census. Consequently, Robbins specu- 
lated that as many as 43 individuals 
might have been present. Are we begin- 
ning to see population shifts related to 
global warming? 

ph.) adds to the dozen existing records for 
that state. 

A very cooperative Townsend's Solitaire 
frequented Chicago's Morton Arboretum 
Feb. 1-13 (VK, DBo, MDe, JR, m.ob.). 
Ohio's 2nd Northern Wheatear inhabited 

Marion from Nov. 8 until at least Nov. 18 

(VF, PRCo, pJDu). Thrush numbers were 
up noticeably this winter. A peak count of 
15 Hermit Thrushes was logged Dec 20 on 
Kelly's Is., OH (TBa), and the Region was 
awash with Am. Robins, producing several 
mid-winter counts that exceeded 100 birds 

even in n. reaches. Varied Thrushes were 

reported visiting feeding stations (no dates 
specified) in Columbia, MO (S. Brundage) 
and near Bloomington, IN (J&SH, ph. 
m.ob.). More Gray Catbirds lingered into 
winter than normal with four in Ohio and 

two in Illinois. 

An extraordinarily high Eur. Staffing 
count was made Dec. 5 when 200,000 were 

estimated to be present in Urbana, IL 
(RCh). American Pipits were unusually 
widespread (recorded in every state except 
Missouri) and tarried later than normal; 
one-three birds were recorded throughout 
January in Kentucky (LMc, Dob); ten were 
in Holmes, OH, Jan. 12 (ES); and one lin- 
gered at Ahquabi S.P., IA, until Jan. 1 (•-JSi). 
The distribution of this winter's Bohemian 

Waxwing reports was quite strange; the dis- 
parate reports included a single bird in 
Poweshiek Jan. 6, in c. Iowa (tTK, pJF) and 
a flock of 15 adults on Chicago's s. side Jan. 
27 (tDSt). Cedar Waxwing numbers were 
low; counts exceeding 100 birds were made 
only in Iowa where the peak was 400 in 
O'Brien Feb. 8 (ET). 

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES 

Seven species of warblers lingered in the 
Region. The more unusual records included 
an Orange-crowned in Louisville, KY, Dec. 
5 (DOb); a Palm Warbler at Four Rivers 
W.M.A., MO, Dec. 17 (MR); a Palm Warb- 
ler in Millersburg, .OH, Dec. 19 (BG1); and 
an Ovenbird (killed by a cat) near Bloom- 
ington, IN, Dec. 20 (J&SH). Pine Warblers, 
which occur infrequently during winter, 
were especially common with three in 
Ohio, two in Illinois, and one in Kentucky. 
Common Yellowthroats were also wide- 

spread; five birds were scattered across 
Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, and Ohio. The 
most remarkable warbler, however, was a 
Yellow-breasted Chat in Chicago's Grant 
Park Dec. 14-22 (DSt, pDJ, *JSa). This is 
the 2nd consecutive winter in which Chica- 

go has hosted a chat. 
Indiana's first confirmed 
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Grosbeak, an imm. male, thrilled scores of 

Hoosier birders as it lingered at its W. 
Lafayette discovery site Dec. 19-31 (?BD, 
TBr, DK, ?EH, JCd, m.ob. ph). Missouri's 
3rd winter period Indigo Bunting, an ad. 
male, was found at Four Rivers W.M.A. in 

s.w. Missouri Dec. 18 (?DE, lHi, ph.). 
East of the Mississippi R. Spotted 

Towhees were found at Carl L. Dec. 28 

(?KMc, DWe) and in Union, IL, Dec. 30 

(?VK). A superb fmd was a Brewer's Spar- 
row at Midewin Prairie, IL, Dec. 4 (?DSt). 
An impressive 27 Field Sparrows were tal- 
lied Dec 29 at Horseshoe Lake W.M.A. 

(KMc, TD). In Holmes, OH, a Lark Sparrow 
was fotmd Dec. 26 within a few miles of the 

site at which last winter's bird was located 

(LY). Although Le Conte's Sparrows are 
now regular winter residents within the 
Region, a count of 16 made in Franklin, IL, 
Dec. 19 (Fbe) still constitutes a Fine winter 
tally. This winter Fox Sparrows were tmusu- 
ally numerous, especially at feeding stations 
in the n. states. East of the Mississippi R., 
Harris's Sparrows were reported in Kane, 1L 
(?MM) and in Holmes, OH, Dec. 22-Feb. 2 
(ES, LY, m.ob.). The early January snow- 
storm pushed scores of Lapland Longspurs 
and Snow Btmtings (along with Horned 
Larks) into the yards of startled bird feed- 
ers. The peak Lapland Longspur count, 
however, consisted of 3500 birds in LaSalle, 
IL, Jan 30 (C&JM). The season's only Dick- 
cissel report consisted of a single bird in 
Vermilion, IL, Dec. 14-15 (?JSm). 

Large numbers of icterids returned to 
the Region early as evidenced by 25,000 
Red-winged Blackbirds in LaSalle, IL, Feb. 
14 (DSh); 10,000 Com. Grackles in Urbana, 
IL, Feb. 21 (RCh); and 5000 Brown-headed 
Cowbirds in LaSalle, IL, Feb. 14 (DSh). As is 
typical, small flocks of Brewer's Blackbirds 
were recorded sporadically across the Reg- 
ion. This winter's reports included 16 in 
Clinton, IL, Dec. 28 (?WR, CA) and 15 near 
the Kankakee W.M.A., IN, Feb. 20 (J&PK). 
The Region's only lingering Baltimore Ori- 
ole was at N. Olmstead, OH, Nov. 27-Jan. 2 
(JJ, CR). 

To state that this was not a winter finch 

season is an understatement; even Purple 
Finches were scarce. Only a handful of 
crossbills, redpolls, and siskins were report- 
ed, and these were confined to Iflinois and 

Iowa. Evening Grosbeaks were not record- 
ed. Iowa's first Eur. Tree Sparrow popula- 
tion away from the Mississippi R. flood- 
plain was detected in mid-February when 
eight birds were discovered at the S & G 
sandpits in e. Johnson (MDo, TK, CE). 

RARITIES COMMI'I'I'EE UPDATE 

The Illinois committee rejected the Brew- 
er's Sparrow reported at Fermilab, May 31, 
1998 (FN 52:339). The Ohio committee 
approved a Ross's Gull seen Dec. 14, 1997, 
in Ashtabula (CH, lPg); this bird now 
becomes Ohio's first state record. 
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Place names that are frequently men- 
tioned, but very long, may be abbreviat- 
ed in a form such as "C.B.B.T:' or 
"W. RB.O:' Such local abbreviations will 

be explained in a key at the beginning 
of the particular regional report in 
which they are used. Standard abbrevi- 
ations that are used throughout North 
American Birds are keyed on page 138. 
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