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' eather this season was typical in most respects, with rainfall close to average 
on the lower Eastern Shore, according to 
Dyke. High winter rainfall flooded fields, 
providing good shorebird habitat. The most 
significant weather system of the season was 
a coastal low pressure cell that lingered May 
3-14 off the coast of the Region, resulting in 
sustained northeast winds and much pre- 
cipitation. In addition to several pelagic 
species being pushed close to shore, high 
May 13 tides associated with the storm were 
responsible for a significant delay in beach 
and low marsh nesting species, as noted by 
Bazuin. Additionally, Brinkley reports that 
one of the winter nor'easters formed an 

inlet in Cedar I. in coastal Virginia. 
As in spring 1997, the passefine migra- 

tion seemed to be split, this time probably 
due to the coastal low. There was a push of 
early migrants in the beginning of April, 
with notable early arrival dates for several 
species. This was followed by a considerable 
lull, with some of the later warblers arriving 
well behind schedule. The coastal low 
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delayed many species of migrants (and sti- 
fled observations) through May 14, and a 
good movement was noted by several 
observers May 15 after the system cleared. A 
report of a small May 17 fallout on the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel by Brinkley 
was composed of late April migxants rather 
than mid-May migxants, including counts 
of 26 Common Yellowthroats and seven 

Gray Catbirds. Thrushes again were noted 
as being unusually scarce. Widespread com- 
ments that the migration was unusually 
poor could have been due to the above 
mentioned double peak. Observer activity 
is strongest in early May, which is typically 
most productive in the Region. A delay in 
migxation, coupled with a good push in 
early April (note Bazuin's Ovenbird count), 
could be responsible for such comments. 

Several species reported without details 
were not induded. All locations can be 

assumed to be in Maryland except that each 
Virginia locale is annotated the first time it 
appears in the text. 

Abbreviations: Assat. (Assateague Island 
National Seashore); Bay (Chesapeake Bay); 

Black. (Blackwater N.W.R.); C.B.B.T. (Chesa- 
peake Bay Bridge-Tunnel); Chinc. (Chinco- 
teague N.W.R.); Craney (Craney L Disposal 
Area); O.œ. (District of Columbia); Hart (Hart- 
Miller L); Lower Bay (Chesapeake Bay from 
Maryland line south); Middle Bay (Chesapeake 
Bay from Bay Bridge to Maryland line); Upper 
Bay (Chesapeake Bay north of Bay Bridge); p.a. 
(pending acceptance by state records commit- 
tee); P.R.N.A.S. (Patuxent R. Naval Air Station); 
P.L.S.P. (Point Lookout State Park); W.W.T.P. 
(Waste Water Treatment Plant). 

LOONS TO DUCKS 

Relatively large numbers of Red-throated 
Loons were seen from Ft. Smallwood, Anne 

Arundel, in the Upper Bay during March 
and April, the high count being 42 Mar. 6 
(HLW, LMD). Singles at 2 Nanticoke R. 
locations Mar. 17 (MII) and another Mar. 
27 (JLS) are still among a mere handful of 
Wicomico records. Much excitement was 

caused by an alternate-plumaged Pacific 
Loon, D.C:s first, that dazzled observers at 

Hains Pt. May 25 onward (p.a. RH, m.ob., 
ph.), and often allowed approach to within 
10 ft. Only the 2nd inland record for the 
Region, it does match a May pattern of 
vagxancy in the Northeast. Grebes were rel- 
atively scarce, with just four Red-necked 
Grebes reported, no significant groups of 
Horned Grebes reported, and no Eared 
Grebes found. However, a single Western 
Grebe seen May 21 onward (p.a., ph. RN, 
m.ob.) at L. Thoreau, Fairfax, VA, was the 
exception, being one of few for Virginia's 
Piedmont. Though more regular in the East 
from November through the winter, there is 
precedence for this bird's late spring 
appearance. 

Some N. Gannets pressed in to the Bay, 
but most counts were not over 10 individu- 

als, save for the season's high of 50 at N. 
Beach, Calvert, Apr. 10 (JLS). An Americmn 
White Pelican was a Montgomery first at 
Violette's Lock Mar. 1 (+DC). Virginia's 
Eastern Shore is a much more typical loca- 
tion for this species, with the bulk of 
Regional reports coming from there, so one 
at Kipt., Northampton, VA, May 10 (BT) 
was more expected. Brown Pelicans return- 
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Two views of the Pacific Loon at Hains Point, Washington, D.C., May 25, 1998. The species is rare 
in the east and especially so inland, and this hird provided a first record for the District of Columbia. 
Photographs/Dave Czaplak 

ed Mar. 1 (JBB) when three were at Haven 
Beach, Mathews, VA, and were first noted 

in the Middle Bay May 2 with three in Saint 
Mary's (v.o.) and two in Dorchester (HTA et 
al.). Increasingly pushing their limits of 
distribution in the Bay, a sub-ad. Great 
Cormorant at Bivalve, Wicomico, Mar. 27 

(JLS) and one adult at Hart, Baltimore, 
Apr. 10 (EJS) were still noteworthy. Undoc- 
umented reports of Anhlnsas from 
Maryland included one among 25 Double- 
crested Cormorants at Chino Farms, a 

Queen Anne's first, Apr. 12 (p.a. JG, WS); 
four over Kings Landing, Calvert, Apr. 26 
(p.a. TH); and one in Saint Mary', a first 
report for that county, May 2 (p.a. BB). 

Unusual for the W. Shore were Tricol- 

ored Herons at Ft. Smallwood May 2 (SR) 
and N. Beach May 3 (JLS), while a Cattle 
Egret at Damestown, Montgomery, was un- 
expected so far inland Apr. 18 (JLS). The 
Fisherman's I. colony of White Ibis typical- 
ly gives Virginias Eastern Shore a monop- 
oly on White Ibis reports, so two at Kipt. 
May 2 (BT) and five at E.S.V.N.W.R., 
Northampton, VA, May 23 (LS) were 
expected. However, one at Dulles Green- 
ways Wetlands, Loudoun, VA, was excep- 
tional May 19 (BL). 

A count of 40 Mute Swans at Dundee 

Marina, Baltimore, Mar. 12 (DB) was an 
alarming number for that location, since 
the species has strangely avoided the Upper 
Bay counties of Baltimore and Harford in 
its colonization. Perhaps the species is not 

done yet. Two white-morph ad. Ross's 
Geese were picked out of a Snow Goose 
flock at Black., Dorchester, on the record- 
late date of Mar. 20 (MII, HTA). A "Eura- 
sian • Green-winged Teal at E. A. Vaughn 
W.M.A., Worcester, Mar. 17 (p.a. tMJI) & 26 
(p.a. MH) was a good rarity: Morc jct W 
ducks are lingering in better numbers. One 
imm. male Com. Eider was at Ocean City 
Inlet, Worcester, as late as May 13 (SHD); an 
imm. male King Eider remained at the 
C.B.B.T., Northa•npton, through May 9 
(BT); and of a quite high count of 12 Harle- 
quin Ducks at Ocean City present Mar. 26 
(MH), four tarried to at least May 12 
(SHD). A high count was eight King Eiders 
at Ocean City Mar. 17 (MJI). In late March 
and early April, many observers comment- 
ed on a conspicuous influx of Red-breasted 
Mergansers to inland ponds and lakes, as 
well as in coastal estuaries. 

HAWKS TO CRANES 

A well-described Swallow-tailed Kite was 

spotted over Hughes Hollow, Montgomer)4 
May 16 (p.a. JA). More exceptional was a 
ragged ad. White-tailed Kite at Cheriton, 
Northampton, VA, Apr. 26 (p.a. BW) for the 
2nd Regional and Virginia report. This 
species' pattern of vagrancy in the North- 
east is not well established, with reports 
seemingly evenly scattered from spring to 
late fall. A further increase in Mississippi 
Kite reports comes as no surprise. The first 
hit Maryland May 2 (p.a. FF, JF) at Aquasco 

Farm, Prince George's, followed by one at 
the traditional Woodbridge, Fairfax, VA, 
nesting locale May 9 (CS); record high 
Maryland counts of three or four in Saint 
Mary's at P.L.S.P. May 17 (p.a. TB, JK), and 
four at nearby Dameron May 26 (p.a. PC); 
a new- Ft. Smallwood high of two sub-adults 
May 22 (p.a. HLW, LMD); one at 
E.S.V.N.W.R. May 23 (LS); and singles at 
Huntley Meadows, Fairfax, May 25 (DS) & 
31 (AH). Still retained on the Maryland 
Records Committee review list, this species 
has become so regular and predictable that 
it is due to be removed very soon. 

Armistead's 59 Bald Eagles in s. Dor- 
chester Mar. 6 indicates the recovery of this 
species and its exceptional success in that 
area of Maryland. Fort Smallwood recorded 
single imm. N. Goshawks Apr. 27 & 28 
(HLW), and an adult was at Huntley Mea- 
dows Mar. 27 (DD). An imm. Golden Eagle 
overflew Rigby's Folly, Talbot, Mar. 29 
(HTA). 

Barely hanging on in the Region, a cou- 
ple reports of Ring-necked Pheasants were 
received. In contrast, Wild Turkey reports 
are becoming more numerous and from 
more and more new locales. Six stops along 
Elliot Island Rd., Dorchester, May 16 (HLW, 
LMD) produced an encouraging total of 12 
Black Rails. A Corn. Moorhen at L. Arte- 

mesia, Prince George's, May 30 (ISa) was at 
an unusual location and a late date for a 

presumed migrant. A shocking Limpkin 
heard May 26 (p.a. GK) on the Patuxent R. 
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it might make a good quiz photo, but it's better than that--it's a field- 
mark photo of the adult Black-tailed Gull at the Chesapeake Bay Bridge- 
Tunnel, Virginia, lanuary 31, 1998. This bird remained at least 
to mid-March. Photograph/Robert Anderson 

near Nottingham, Calvert, produced Mary- 
land's 4th report. The two previous well- 
documented reports occurred during this 
exact period, while a 3rd was reportedly 
tape-recorded "over the summer" more 
than 10 years ago not far north along the 
Patuxent. A Regional high count was the 13 
Sandhill Cranes noted over Lucketts, Lou- 
doun, VA, Man 15 (JT et al.). Another flew 
over Eleanor Lawrence Park, Fairfax, VA, 
Mar. 25 (CT). 

SHOREBIRDS TO ALCII)S 

A good shorebird flight (composed of 
Black-bellied Plovers, Ruddy Turnstones, 
Red Knots, Semipalmated Sandpipers, 
Dunlins, and Short-billed Dowitchers) was 
moving low and fast over Sinepuxent Bay, 
Worcester, May 13-14 (SHD). Always nota- 
ble in spring, especially when so late, three 
Am. Golden-Plovers were at Hart May 23 
(EJS). A Piping Plover on Assat., Worcester, 
Mar. 17 (MJI) was the first report, and the 
19 Wilson's Plovers at Cedar I., Accomack, 

VA, May 14 (NB, BP, LW) indicates that this 
species is hanging on at Virginia's barrier 
islands. 

Delays in Am. Oystercatcher nesting 
were reported in Mathews, certainly due to 
high fides from the early May nor'easter. A 
Saint Mar?'s first was the Black-necked Stilt 
at Longneck Rd. May 4 (TB, JK, PC), a time 
when vagrants are often found. Other 
reports were one at E. A. Vaughn W.M.A. 
May 16 (SHD); six (induding one downy 

young) at Deal, Somerset, May 31 (SHD); 
two at Elliot I.; and seven in s. Dorchester 

May 9 (HTA et al.), a record-high count 
where nesting has been anticipated. 

Willets appear to have wintered success- 
fully in the Ocean City area, evidenced by 
six there Mar. 12-13 (EB, BB1) and one Mar. 
17 (MJI). A "Western" Willet was at N. 
Beach Apr. 8 (JLS), while at Hart, where 
both races are equally likely, singles on 2 
dates in May were identified as "Eastern" 
Willets. In Mathews, VA, Bazuin notes that 
Willets were far less aggressive than is typi- 
cal May 25 and probably had their eggs 
washed out by the high May 13 tides. 
Unusual locations for single Upland Sand- 
pipers were Comus, Montgomery, where 
one was seen Apr. 18 (JLS); Scotland, Saint 
Mar?'s, Apr. 26 (PC, AB); and the Capital 
St. Bridge, Anacostia, D.C., May 2 (PP). Sin- 
gle Whimbrel were noteworthy at Scotland 
(PC, AB) and Back River W.W.T.P., 

Baltimore, Apr. 26 (NS, FS), and P.R.N.A.S., 
Saint Mar?'s, May 26 (KR). A survey of 
Quinby, Cedar, and Parramore I., Acco- 
mack, VA, produced a count of 1500 May 14 
(NB, BP, LW), though past surveys have had 
up to 10 times this amount. In the Upper 
Bay, large flocks are occasionally noted, but 
242 at Hart May 23 (EJS) represented a 
record-high for the island; 2 flocks totaling 
200-300 seen and heard at dusk over 

Arnold, Anne Arundel, the same day (HLW, 
LMD) were noteworthy. Another record- 
high Hart count was 2316 Dunlin May 25 

(EJS). Three Red Knots seen at Ocean City 
Mar. 12-13 (EB, BB1) provided evidence 
that the birds wintered. 

Four W. Sandpipers at Hart Apr. 28 
(EJS) furnished a record-early spring arriv- 
al for Maryland, and two were there May 2 
(EJS), tying the previous record. Another 
two were at Craney, Portsmouth, VA, May 
22 (BL). A White-rumped Sandpiper at 
Merkle N.W.R., Prince George's, Apr. 26 
(SSa) was very early but was followed close- 
ly by several reports in early May. An alter- 
nate-plumaged Gurlew Sandpiper at Hart 
May 31 (p.a. EJS) into early June (m.ob.) 
represented the 3rd for Maryland and for 
the island. Previous records have come 

from late May and October, and more 
records are expected from this premier 
shorebird location. Four Stilt Sandpipers at 
Hart May 31 (EJS) made a good spring 
count, and one May 2 in Saint Mary's (BB) 
was even more unusual. The nor'easter May 
13-14 was responsible for the remarkable 
May 13 (C&GV) report of 11 Red Phala- 
ropes on W. Ocean City Pond, Worcester, a 
good mile inland from the coast. Three lin- 
gered the next day (SHD). Other singles at 
the Assateague I. headquarters, Worcester, 
on the mainland side of Assateague Bay 
(fide C&GV) and another at the C.B.B.T. 
May 13 (BP, LW) were evidence of a more 
widespread phenomenon. 

Other evidence of pelagic species push- 
ed inland by the northeasterly winds were 
C.B.B.T. counts of Parasitic Jaegers: two 
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May 9 (BT), three May 10 (BT), and seven 
May 13 (BP, LW). More Little Gulls than 
typical in recent years were seen, with one 
at Hart Mar. 7 (EJS), one at Back River 
W.W.T.P. Apr. 5 (GMc, BC), and singles at 
N. Beach Apr. 10 & 11, with two there Apr. 
9 (JLS). The first Laughing Gull report 
came from Bethel Beach Preserve, Mathews, 

VA, Mar. 1 (JBB), with the next not occur- 
ring until Mar. 16 (MJI) at Brown's Station 
Landfill, Prince George's. As many as 110 
were at the Salisbury Landfill the next day 
(MJI). A striking Laughing x Ring-billed 
Gull at Jackson Rd. Pond, Caroline, Mar. 27 
(+MJI, JLS) had intermediate back color, 
intermediate black in the wingtips, bright 
red legs, a gray hood with a dark collar at its 
lower margin, and a bright red bill (when 
many Laughings had blackish ones) with a 
dusky subterminal smudge. Such birds have 
been seen in the Region before, but their 
source is unknown as the breeding ranges 
are not known to overlap. The C.B.B.T. 
Black-tailed Gull remained through at least 
Mar. 15 (p.a., ph., m.ob.). Just two Iceland 
Gulls were seen, a first-winter at George- 
town Res., D.C., Mar. 1 (OJ) and a very late 
first-year at Hart May 31 (EJS). The lone 
Glaucous Gull was an immature at Ft. 

Smallwood on the late date of May 22 
(HLW, LMD). 

A Caspian Tern at Dyke Marsh, Fairfax, 
VA, Mar. 29 (SS, KG) was early. Four Black 
Tern reports was well below average. Sur- 
prisingly, Least Terns stayed inland to 
P.W.R.C.N. Tract, AnneArundel, for the 3rd 

consecutive year, with reports May 24, 25 
(SA), & 29 (RB). The most unusual product 
of the nor'easter in mid-May was an alter- 
nate-plumaged ad. Thick-billed Murre at 
Ocean City Inlet May 13 (p.a., SHD, 
C&GV). Maryland has only 7 previous 
records, none after Mar. 6. 

OWLS TO SHRIKES 

Bazuin noted a Mourning Dove incubating 
Mar. 1 in Mathews, VA, another sign of the 
early nesting season. A N. Saw-whet Owl 
calling in the Moore Tract of Nassawango 
Cr. Preserve, Worcester, Mar. 27 (JLS) was 
enigmatic, as the habitat seems appropriate 
for breeding. Migrants and wintering birds 
do vocalize, and all would not have depart- 
ed by that date, but breeders in the Region 
are also typically territorial at this date. 
While there are no confirmed breeding 
records for the Region, there are a few 
anomalous records of mid-summer indi- 

viduals (even including fledged j•gveniles) 
from the W. Shore of Maryland. The East- 
ern Shore has no such indications, but it is 

worth mentioning that the species breeds in 
similar swampland habitat in New Jersey. 

Two early Whip-poor-wills sang in Wal- 
dorf, Charles, Mar. 31 (GMJ) and, more 
surprising, Chuck-will's-widows were at 
Kipt. (BT) and Winter Harbor, Mathews, 
VA, Apr. 11 (JBB). 

Few of the uncommon flycatchers were 
recorded: just three Olive-sided Flycatchers, 
one Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, and no Alder 
Flycatchers. An E. Kingbird Apr. 11 (RR) 
was fairly early at Hollywood, Saint Mary's. 
A Bank Swallow returned to Huntley Mea- 
dows Mar. 29 (KG). In most recent years, 
Corn. Ravens have strayed from their Appa- 
lachian nest sites to the Piedmont and 

Coastal Plain, especially in March and 
April. The trend continued this year with 
Anne Arundel's first passing by Ft. Small- 
wood and on into Baltimore Apr. 25 (p.a. 
HLW, LMD, DE). A number of Red-breast- 
ed Nuthatches lingered through Interna- 
tional Migratory Bird Day, May 9, which is 
not unusual. However, one seen regularly 
through May 31 (RR) at Laurel Grove, Saint 
Mary's, stayed surprisingly late, though 
there are a number of summering records, 
apparently of non-breeders. An unusual in- 
land Sedge Wren was found at Little Ben- 
nett Regional Park, Montgomer)4 May 10 
(MHo). The wintering Blue-gray Gnat- 
catcher at Dyke Marsh was still present Mar. 
7 (LC). 

The only Bicknell's Thrush report was of 
one banded at Greenwell S.P., Saint Mary's, 
May 17 (PC). Four returning Wood 
Thrushes Apr. 16 (GM, TB, TH) were at 
Jefferson Patterson Park, Calvert. Mysteri- 
ous was the apparent lack of Am. Pipits this 
spring; 8 reports were received, only one of 
which was significant flock. The struggling 
Loggerhead Shrike was found twice: at 
Dulles Greenway Wetlands, where two were 
seen Mar. 15 (DFA, DSt, JO), and L. 
Elkhorn, Howard, May 4 (DE). 

VIREOS TO WARBLERS 

A White-eyed Vireo at Dividing Cr., Wor- 
cester, Mar. 26 (MH) furnished a record- 
early arrival for Maryland, though overwin- 
tering would seem possible there. Warbling 
Vireos are very rare breeders on the Coastal 
Plain of Maryland, especially in the s. coun- 
ties, so one at Ferry Landing, Calvert, May 
27 (AR, GMJ, JLS) was interesting. No 
Philadelphia Vireos were reported. 

Several other species of scarce migrants 
seemed even less prevalent. This, of course, 
could be due to a decrease in observer cov- 

erage, a change in observer behavior, a shift 
in migration (many of the scarcer species 

are later migrants), or could reflect a gener- 
ally poor migration as a whole, which is 
more noticeable in these species. Given that 
certain species were well reported, and 
judging from the better-than-average re- 
porting and comments of some, it is tempt- 
ing to believe one of the latter 2 explana- 
tions. In any event, several species (especial- 
ly spruce forest specialists) were notably 
absent. We received just 5 Tennessee Warb- 
ler reports, 8 Cape May Warbler reports, 11 
Bay-breasted Warbler reports, and 14 
Blackburnian Warbler reports. Some other 
northern species were reported in lower- 
than-average numbers. Orange-crowned 
Warbler only appeared twice, there were 
seven Golden-winged (and two "Brews- 
ter's"), and 13 Nashville Warblers. Surpris- 
ingly, Mourning (9 reports) and Wilson's 
(13 reports) warbler numbers seemed 
about average, while Black-throated Blue 
and, to a lesser extent, Black-throated 

Green warblers were very well reported and 
may have been exceptionally common The 
timing of the warbler migration seemed 
average, with most arrivals returning about 
when expected. Notable exceptions were an 
early Piedmont Black-throated Green 
Warbler at McKeldin, Howard, Apr 11 
(RFR); a Prothonotary Warbler at Seneca, 
Montgomery, narrowly missing the Mar 31 
arrival date for the state Apr. 2 (HY), 
record-early Maryland Prairie Warblers, 
with two at Tuckahoe S.P., Caroline, Mar 28 
(MN) and another (also record-early) at 
Greenwell S.P., Saint Mary's, the next day 
(RR). 

Yellow Warblers, too, seemed to be In 

evidence earlier than usual. Among the 
more unusual reports was the only migrant 
Cerulean Warbler reported, a loner at 
ER.N.A.S. Apr. 20 (KR). Most encouraging, 
Swainson's Warbler reports persisted on 
Maryland's Lower Eastern Shore. Singles 
were in the Pocomoke R., Worcester, drain- 

age May 11 (JB) & 25 (SHD). An out-of- 
range individual turned up in Dameron 
May 23 (p.a. PC), where Saint Mary's has 
only a couple previous reports. A good 
count at any time, 25 Ovenbirds at Chapel 
Neck, Mathews, VA, Apr. 12 (JBB) were 
especially notable so early. 

BUNTINGS TO FINCHES 

Indigo Buntings arrived early with a single 
Mar. 28 (KF) at Furnacetown, Worcester, 
just 2 days behind the state record arrival A 
Blue Grosbeak at Kipt. Apr. 18 (BT) was the 
first of the season. Two Painted Buntings 
were still present Mar. 11 at the Holiday 
Travel Park, Virginia Beach, VA, feeder that 
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hosted them through the winter (AM). Two 
Dickcssels were first noted at their Lilypons 
Rd., Frederick, site May 28, and another was 
singing along Triadelphia Lake Rd., 
Montgomer)4 May 31 (RS). 

Always notable, especially in spring, 
Clay-colored Sparrows were found at 
P.R.N.A.S., the 2nd record there, Apr. 17 
(KR), and at P.L.S.P. for the first time May 3 
(tKG, TD, MD). A Lark Sparrow at Oatland 
Mills Rd., Loudoun, VA, May 9 (KK, DFA) 
was an even more notable spring sighting. A 
Dorchester first, and one of very few Bay 
records, was an Ipswich Sparrow at the 
Cambridge Fishing Pier Mar. 19 (HTA, t 
ph. MJI). It also was the 2nd-latest ever for 
the state, though this is clearly due to lack of 
coverage of its remote habitat on Assa- 
teague I. during early spring. ALe Conte's 
Sparrow at Dulles Greenways Wetlands was 
exceptional for the Piedmont Apr. 13 (ph. 
DFA). Increased observer awareness led to 
several reports of Nelson's Sharp-tailed 
Sparrows, though only one was tentatively 
identified to subspecies (subvirgatus should 
at least be separable from alterus/nelsonO. 
One identified as alterus was at N. Beach 

Apr. 10 (JLS), one was unusual inland near 
Lilipons Apr. 18 (NS, FS), one was at Hag 
Ponds, Calvert, Apr. 23 (AR), one was at 
Cornfield Harbor, Saint Mary's, May 2 (BB, 
MC), and one was on the C.B.B.T. May 17 
(NB). 

Lincoln's Sparrow reports mirrored 
other scarce migrants: only six were report- 
ed. One of the most remarkable reports of 
the season was a "Slate-colored" Fox Spar- 
row observed at dose range near Hemdon, 
Loudoun, VA, Mar. 20 (TCT). A first for the 

Region and the state, there may only be one 
prior East Coast report (from New York). 

A Baltimore Oriole at Leonardtown, 

Saint Mary's, remained through Mar. 6 
(PC). The crossbill show abated significant- 
ly with the arrival of spring, but some of 
both species remained. Red Crossbills were 
reported about 8 times, with two lingering 
at Swannanoa, Nelson, VA (BP), and six in 

Rock Cr. Park, D.C. (RH), both May 16. 
White-winged Crossbill reports were limit- 
ed to the Lower Eastern Shore of Maryland, 
surprisingly, where four were in a Salisbury, 
Wicomico, backyard May 2 (D&CB) and 
another, an imm. male, at a Berlin, 
Worcester, feeder from Mar. 7-May 18 (LSc, 
ph. MH), setting a new Maryland late date 
by one day. Pine Siskins remained scarce, 
but there was a small influx of Evening 
Grosbeaks in late April and early May, 
punctuated by the report of 50 in Saint 
Maryg May 2 (fide EW). 

Following the winter's invasion, a few crossbills lingered in Maryland into tim spring. 
This male White-winged Crossbill was photographed at Berlin, Worcester County, 
Maryland, April 7, 1998. Photograph/Mark L. Hoffman 

CORRIGEIVDA 

In this report for the winter season, please 
note that an alcid sp. reported from Kipt. 
Jan. 5 by Ralph Wall, should actually have 
been included in this season, as it was seen 

Mar. 5. I apologize for the error. 
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berg, Gail McKiernan (GMc), Greg Miller, 
Ann Morley, Roger Novak, Marianna 
Nutfie, J. O'Donnell, Brian Patteson, Paul 
Pisano, Elizabeth Pitney (Wicomico), 7218 
Walston Switch Rd., Parsonsburg, MD 
21849), Kyle Rainbo, Sue Ricciardi (Fort 
Smallwood Hawkwatch), Robert F. Ringlet, 

Arlene Ripley, Ron RunIdes, Jack Saba 
(JSa), Steve Sanford (SSa), Norm Saunders 
(MDOsprey internet group), Fran Saun- 
ders, Eugene J. Scarpulla, David Schaeffer, 
Luther Schultz (LSc), Carol Scottili, Lou 
Shomette, William Snyder, Jo Solera (How- 
ard 10617 Graeloch Rd., Laurel, MD 
20723), David Stewart (DSt), Sherman 
Suter, Rick Sussman, Brian Taber, Joanna 
Taylor, Craig Turner, Charlie & Gail 
Vaughn, Hal L. Wierenga, Bill Williams, 
Ernie Willoughby, Les Willis (Virginia 
Birdline), Howard Youth. 

Mar--•hall J. Iliff, report to James k. Stasz, P.• 
Box 71, North Beach, MD 20714 or 
jlstasz@aol.com 

Place names that are frequently men- 
tioned, but very long, may be abbreviat- 
ed in a form such as "C.B.B.T:' or 

"W.P.B.O:' Such local abbreviations will 

be explained in a key at the beginning 
of the particular regional report in 
which they are used. Standard abbrevi- 
ations that are used throughout Field 
Notes are keyed on page 295. 
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