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The Ultimate Ice & Water Glass. 
Many people feel thal Swaro•ski Optik 

offers tlte fineat binoculara on Ihe idanet 

when yon consider value and performance, 

and perform they will... under the very wurst 

of conditions! 

Swarovski binocu- 

lars are filled with 

nitrogen. sealed 

against moisture '? •½- 

and carry a Liraited j •,. •' 
Lifetime •arranty.* 

SWAROVSKI 
OPTIK 

With The Eyes of a ttawk 

*Original warranty card mast be postmarked w•thin 30 days of purchase from an authorized Swarovsk• dealer in good •tandmg. 

Entire product must be returned with warranty clmm by registered warranty holder. 

Mr. Everest Etpedition "S•wrovski optics tYerfor•ned fia*vlessh, 
under the worst of conditions Ther i•alh' came tttt•mgb and 
ttdped us sueceed". Colin Lynch, Depu•' Expeditton Leader 
•l•ot• n on the summit of Evere•t with hL• S*t•w'skt Optik 
binoc•dars 

Swarovski opticy have been chosen [o 

go to the top of Mt. Ew. resl as well 

as to the bottom of some ot lhe 

dampest holes in Cenlral America. 

All Swaro• ski binoculars are ex- 

tremel) rugged aud waterproolYsubmersiltle. 

Every lens element is fnlly mnhi-coated. Roof 

prisms are phase corrected for uhimate light 

transmission and brillianl image resolution. 

1 II Swarovski SLC binoculars are centerJbcusing and 
light in wetght. l•tll multi coatings and phase corrected 
roof prisms git,v over 98% light transmission! 

Try a pair youtacit: See lhe uhinmte in 

bright and sharp images. See birds and wild 

life a.• .•ou have ne*et seen them before. • 

offer 8X30, 7X•2. 10X42, 7,8, &lOX50 and 

lite nee, 8X56 SLC models. 

Call 800-426-3089... We'll send more informa- 

tion or •isil us at www. swaroxskioptik.com 

S•aroxski Optik North '•me• ica, Ltd. 
One 9, holesale •, a), Cranston, RI 02920 
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Will Russell, who was Birding magazine's first Field Identification Editor several years ago, has a legendary grasp of subtleties. His atten- 
tion to detail may cause other birders to shake their heads on occasion--like the time, at an Asian migrant trap, when Will spent half a day 
just comparing supercilium patterns of two warbler species--but it pays off, too. 

Case in point: December 14, 1997, at Lake Patagonia, Arizona. When an apparent Ash-throated Flycatcher popped out of the scrub, 
Russell noticed immediately that the edges of its secondaries looked the wrong color. This minor detail (occupying, at most, a few square 
millimeters) led him to examine dozens of other points, and he soon concluded that this was no Ash-throated--it must be a Nutting's 
Flycatcher (•!yiarcl•us nuttingi). This Mexican and Central American species had been virtually unknown north of the border, with the only 
non-controversial prior record dating from 1952. Fortunately, Russell's bird turned out to be holding a winter territory. It remained 
in the area for some three months, to be enjoyed by hundreds of visiting birders. 

One who visited was Larry Sansone, from Los Angeles, a photographer well known for his stunning bird portraits. On January 1, 1998, 
Sansone got the year off to a good start by taking the photograph that graces our cover. For more on the Nutting's Flycatcher, see the 
photos on page 148 and the information in the Arizona Region report in this issue. 
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for enthusiasts 

of Birds of Prey 

In 1998 & 1999 

tours & workshops 

MONTANA WINTER RAPTORS & OWLS 

Nov 29-Dec 5, 1998 $ 850 

SOUTH TEXAS RAPTOR SPECIALTIES 

Dec 11-20 1998 $ 950 

WASHINGTON STATE SKAGIT FLATS 
Feb 6-13, 1999 $ 950 

SOUTH TEXAS SPRING MIGRATION 

Mar 27-Apr 4 $ 950 
ISRAEL PALEARCTIC RAPTORS 

Apr 10-25 $2590 

SNAKE RIVER, [D NESTING RAPTORS 
May 8-15 $ 950 

SE ARIZONA NEOTROPICAL SPECIES 

Jul 10-17 $ 950 

VERACRUZ, MEXICO MIGRATION!!! 
Oct 3-11 $1250 

N. INDIA NUMEROUS RAPTORS 

Oct 30 -- Nov 21 $3590 

MONTANA WINTER RAPTORS & OWLS 

Nov 28 -- Dec 4 $ 950 

SOUTH TEXAS RAPTOR SPECIALTIES 

Dec 10-19 $ 950 

To BE LED BY BILL CLARK, CO-AUTHOR 
OF THE "RAPTOR PHOTO GUIDE'; 

THE PETERSON GUIDE TO "HA WKS '; 
AND OTHER EXPERTS 

Contact same address, phone, fax, 
as for Focus On Nature Tours 

E-maih raptours@focusonnature.com 

FONT NORTH CAROLINA 

PELAGIC TRIPS 1N '99 

FROM MANTEO, TO THE GULF STREAM 
All on the fast boat, the "Country G/r/" 

May 29, 30, 31 
June 5 & 6 

July 31, Aug 1, 2 
Aug 7, 8, 9 

$95 par trip 
Limited space. Reserve early. 

ß ARGENTINA 
Northeast & North-Central 

Ibera Marshes, Iguazu Falls, Tucuman 
Oct 24-Nov 8 $2295 

North-Central & South 
Cordoba, Valdes Peninsula, Patagonia 
Nov 1-15 $2395 

These two tours can be combined. 

Each tour to the Chaco Region, 
with spec/a/ties & endemics 

Optional extension to CHILE 
Andes & Pacific pelagic 
Nov 15-19 $495 

ß CHILE 
Cantral, South, further South 

Nov 14-26 $1995 
Far-North 

Nov 26-30 $495 
These tours can be combinad. 

/n '97, two of the best pe/agic trips ever, 
with 6 species of a/batrosses, and, in a/I, 
thousands of seabirds/ 

Japanese Cranes 

Diademed Sandpiper-Plover, 
seen during all of our 
Chilean tours. 

ß JAPAN 
Honshu, Hokkaido, Kyushu 

Jan 16-25 $2395 

Amami, Okinawa 
Jan. 25-30 $895 

These two tours can be combined. 

These tours near/y fi//ed. 

} THE CARIBBEAN 

Dominican Republic 
Dec 27-Jan 2 Feb 14-20 
Mar 20-27 Jul 11-17 

Puerto Rico 

Feb 9-14 Mar 14-20 

Jamaica Mar 1-6 

Lesser Antilles Mar 6-14 
St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Dominica 

ALSO IN '99, EUROPEAN TOURS IN POLAND, BULGARIA, & SPAIN (INCL CANARY ISLANDS} 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE: http://www.focusonnature.com 

CONTACT US TOLL-FREE: 1-800-362-0869 

E-MAIL: FONT@focusonnature.com 
FAX: (302) 529-1085 PHONE: (302) 529-1876 

FOCUS On Nature Tours, Inc. PO Box 9021 
Wilmington, DE 19809, USA 
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The Life of Birds 
David Attenborough 

Based on the spectacular ten-part pro- 
gram that will air on PBS in 1999, The Life of 
Birds is David Attenborough at his character- 
istic best: presenting the drama, beauty, and 
eccentricities of the natural world with 

unusual flair and intelligence. Beautifully 
illustrated with nearly 200 color photographs, 
the book will delight and inform all bird 
lovers. 

Cloth $29.95 ISBN 0-691-01633-X Due October 

{ •' j • %:...- 
• '"•'"'• .......................... =' '•='""' ............ 1)avid Attenborough 

THE *• 

LIE OF 
BIRDS 

Available this fall 

The Handbook of 

A Guide to the Birds 

of the West Indies 
Herbert A. Raffaele 

This is the first comprehensive field 
guide to the birds of the West Indies to 
appear in more than fifty years. It covers all 
564 bird species known to occur in the 
region. Each species is represented by a full 
description that includes identification field 
marks, local names, status, habitat, voice, 
nesting, range, and comments about the 
bird. A map showing the bird's distribution 
accompanies each species account. 

This important new book supersedes all 
other guides to the region. 
86 color plates 

Cloth $45.00 ISBN 0-691-08736-9 

(Prepublication price through December 31, 1998) 
Not a vailablefi'om Princeton in the U.K. and E.U. 

Bird Identification •. • .•,• . . for Europe and the , 'L:i • -•.,• •<:•..?•,•:•:, ,,,,, ....... ...•. A Guide to the Birds 
Western Palearctic ': •'. ..... ' .... '--':..' ' "•'••?and Mammals of 
Mark Beaman ": '"-", ' ..... ".,' ........... .... "":"Coastal Patagonia 
and Steve Madge ' •,,?• •' ': -,•:• . .... ""•' '••' '•' Graham Har•s 

Drawing on their unrivaled field experi- 
ence, Mark Beaman and Steve Madge have 
joined some of Europe's finest bird artists to 
produce the region's most comprehensive 
bird guide ever. This is the first book to cover 
every spedes to have occured in the region, 
including vagrants and accidentals--nearly 
900 species in total. 

This is a landmark publication and an 
indispensable resource for all serious birders. 
357 color plates, 625 color maps. 

Cloth $85.00 ISBN 0-691-02726-9 Due October 
(Prepublication price through December 31, 1998) 
Not available from Princeton in the U.K. and E.U. 

With a foreword bB William ConwaB 
Illustrations bB the author 

This is the first guidebook to the birds 
and mammals of the coastal region of 
Patagonia, a vast area at the southern tip of 
South America. It describes the 185 species 
of birds and 61 species of mammals known 
to inhabit the land and sea along 2000 miles 
of the Patagonian coast. 

Extensively illustrated by the author, this 
guide provides complete information on 
every species. It is an essential work for any- 
one who is intrigued by one of the most eco- 
logically fascinating regions on our planet. 
33 color plates. 28 line drawings. 243 maps. 

Cloth $65.00 1SBN 0-691-05831-8 

Princeton University Press 
AT FINE BOOKSTORES OR CALL 800-777-4726 ß HTTP://PUP. PRINCETON.EDU 
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STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS 

USED IN THE REGIONAL 

REPORTS 

Abbreviations used 

in place names 

In most regions, place names given in 
italic type are countiesß Other abbrevia- 
tions: 

Cr. 

Ft. 

L 

L. 

-Mt. 
Mrs: 

N.M. 

P.P. 

R. 
Ref. 
Res: 

Creek 

Fort 

Highway 
Island or Isle 

Islands o• Isl•s- 

l•L'tiOn 
kilbineter(s) 
Lake 

-•e (s) 
Mounfah or Mount 
Mountains 

Nado•al Eorest 
NationalMonument 
National Park 
Nt. aonal Wil• ire Refuge 
Pro•nCial Park 
Pefiinsula 
Point (not Port) 
River• 

Refiige 

ReSerVOir (n6t RestratiOn? 
StfiiePark 

Wildlife:Management'Arefi 

Am. American 
Corn, Common 
E< Eastern 

Eur. European '6f Eurasiar/ 
' ML Mot•tain 

N. Northe• 

S. SSuthern 

• Western 

;ad. :adult 
lmm, •atfire 

juv. -juvenal or juvenile 
sP: species 
v.t. •deo4apen 

' Y writtln details we?e 

submittedfor gsighfing 
. • • specimefi •s cdfiec ted 

• male 

CBC Ch•stmas Ba.d Cotm• 

More 
Leaders, 
Smaller 
Groupst 

Ecuador 

March 3-21, 1999, 8 only, with Jim 
Danzenbaker and resident ornithologist/ 

ecologist, Juan Carlos Matheus. Includes Sacha 
on the Napo, Podocarpus Haft Park and Cajas 
in the south, Mindo to the west and San Isidro 

and Coca Falls to the east of Quito. 

Costa Rica ;; March 1-21, 1999, 12 only with 
Maggie Wittner and resident birder, Paco 

Madrigal. Includes Cerro de la Muerte, lisldta 
on the Panama barder, Carara NP, Hacienda 
Solimar, Monteverde, Arehal, La Selva, VJrgen 

de Socorro and Tortuguero. 

Northern Tanzan'm 

February 18-March 3, 1999, with 
Gail and Doug Cheeseman, four Tanzanian 
bird guides, and 18 people in four pop-top 
Landcruisers. Includes Taraogire, Serengeti, 
Ngoroogoro and Lake Manyam. (One space 
still available on Terry Stevensoh's Kenya 

Safari, February 28-March 21.) 

Falklands, South Georgia 
and Antarctica 

13 leaders for 87 passengers, 
December 27, 2000- ..f o_ ..: 
January 24, 2001, ..• 
early registration ,e•i 
discount until ?,• 

January 1,1999. • 
Non-smoking Policy 
International air not included'•.'•/ 
œheesemans' 
Etolog $afas 
20800 Kittredge Road, Saratoga, CA 95070 

800-527-5330 
www.cheesemons.com 

Remember when you thought 
that subscribing to Field Notes 
was a big step? Are you ready 

for the next one? 

Then the quarterly 
Journal of Field Ornithology, 
published by the Association 

of Field Ornithologists (AFO) 
may be for you. Our organization 
prides itself on serving as a bridge 

between the professional 
and amateur ornithologists. 

For only $21 (individual) or $15 
(student) per year, you can join. 

AFO 

C/O ALLEN PRESS 

DEPARTMENT FN ß P.O. BOX 1897 
LAWRENCE ß KANSAS 66o44 

WEB SITE: WWW. AFONET. ORG 

Salton Sea 
International 

Bird Festival 
February 12-15, 1999 

Registration information: 
www.imperialcounty•m/birmest J 
P.O. Box 156, Imperial, CA • 

92251; (760) 344-5FLY • 

SHADE•GROWN COFFEE 
SAVES TREES FOR MIGRATING BIRDS 

SONG BIRD COFFEE 
saves critical bird habitat, 

•RICA N BI•IN• ASSQCIATION 
helps to fund ABA-prograrns, includin• 

support for Partners in Flight. 

CALL TO ORDER: 

800/648-6491 

Now sold in 38 states! Ca!! for 
the location nearest you or visit 

www. songbirdcoffee.co m 
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BINOCULARS AND SPOTTING SCOPES 

%ti; B%tfirttsers 

Eagle Optic Rangers 
7 X 36, 8 X 42, IO X 42, or IO X 50 

Priced at less than $400.{X)! 
Compact models aim available. 

E•.erything you're ahvays wanted 
in a premium bi#t•'ular 

for less! 
Waterproof/Fogproof 

Rubber Armored 
Nitrogen Purged 

Exceptionally Lightweight 
Fully Mult{-coated Lenses 
High Density Optical Glass 

Center Focus 

Click-stop Diopter 
Internal Focusing 

Extremely Close Focusing 
Long Eye Relief 

New Waterproaf 
Eagle Optics 

Trident Binoculars 
8 X 42 and I0 X 42 

Ca!i f or it•ormatioa ! 

Lifetime Warranty i'.' 

det tl•e I•t ihførm'•tion ad ice a d prices from Bi ders he kno ß V I! r w w• 
Birds, Birders. Birdinc andBirdin• Eauioment. We've built a nation-wide reputation on 
offering birders the be•t in selecti0h, s•rx;ice and prices on quality optic products and are 

I[ told by our customers that our comprehensive catalog is the most complete birdin[g optic 
•! catalog available. Our courteous and knowledgeable sales staff will asstst you in setecting 

f - let d t • to et laue 'rib ual••i dlngr qe uipment. 
Web Site: http:llwww.eagleoptlcs.com 

I Call and ask for your FREE Cotnprehensive Optic Buying Guide & 
Discount Price List on .op.•cs from all major manufacturers •b.•. 
Eagle Optics 
2120 W. Greenview Dr. #4 Middleton, Wl 53562 
Technical Assistance: (608) 836-6568 Iorder Line: (800),289-1132 Fax: 1608) 836-4416 

The ABA Volunteer Directory is published annually in cooperation with 
the US Forest Service, the National Park Service, the Bureau of Land 
Management, and the support of the National Fish and Wildlife Foun- 
dation and other agencies and organizations offering short- and long- 
term opportunities for volunteers. No matter what level of birding skills 
you enjoy, you will be able to find a project that needs your help while 
offering you a splendid learning opportunity. 

Available from ABA Sales for $2.00; call 800/634-7736 to order. 

ABA Directory of Volunteer 
Opportunities for Birders 

THE 
POKE 
BOAT © 
IT'S EVERYTHING 

A CANOE ISN'T. 

A canoe is tippy. A Poke Boat 
isn't. It's remarkably stable. 

A canoe is hard 
to turn _..,•"':'" ß ß •'" :-- :-. :•••=-• 
and elf-("""-- --•-"•'"" '":=•"'••'" ' ' '•i•'l 
ficult to 
keep in "'"••-:"•'.. 
straight I'ne A•• 
Poke Boat isn't. It stays '" 
in a straight line, yet is easy 
to maneuver. 

A canoe is heavy. A Poke 
Boat isn't. It weighs only 22 
pounds -- built with aircraft 

strength. 

:':•'"•2. •2... -".. :'.<, ...4• You can buy 
•:"' '"'••':' ' ':'•'" "•:•••••• ............ than a 
........... '• canoe. '-"'"'•or more infor- 

mation, give us a call. 

606-986-2336 
Visit us at our website: 

www.pokeboat.com 
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Colorado Birds, 2 CD set, $59.95 
I CD #1 ($29.99) covers 185 
I species: 185 maps, & over 
1550 photos, 275 audio/video 

]Better I clips, & 70 quizzes. Hotspots 
]Birdwatchlnl; ] Map has photos & videos of 
CD-ROMsP" • Colorado birding spots. 
CD #2 ($39.99) features higher quality 
graphics and videos and photos by Harold 
Holt, author of Birder's Guide to Colorado. 
Covers the 275 remaining Colorado 
species: 275 maps, & over 750 photos, 500 
audio/video clips, & 125 quizzes. 

$1.50 shipping, Colorado res. + 3%t•x 
616 112 W. Olive St. /deal for kids 
Fort Collins, CO 80521 & beginners 

hffp:#members.ao[com/birdcdroms, 1-888.414-2837 

BIBOlI'16 IPECIAL PLAC[I 
REQUEST OUR 1õõõ BROCHURE 

SHALL 6ROUP TOURS/(USTOH TI!AVEL 
South Africa, Zimbabwe-Botswana, 

Namibia, Finland-Norway, 
New Zealand, Colorado 

1-800-726-0656 ß Fax 970-498-9766 

email: bellbird @jymis.com 

1999 

--•- ½-•, •'•' ,•-•'- _• •: BIRDING TOURS 

PLAN•TO•'F•Oui:iT•TI • THAILAND _ • [ 9-31 January 
NORTHWEST INDIA 

Rajasthan/Gujar• 
7- 30 January 

Gujamt Pre-tour 

// The 
ornit•/ogica/ // Asia ...• (Hrtke) Post-Tour 30 Januaw - 4 February 

tours on /// ..... SRI LANKA •r,," J½ Specialists •0,...,,-,• •,..• 
•thur /ill Write for 
Frommer (/tl itineraries PHILIPPINES 

MALAYSIA 
Malaya, Borneo, 

Mt. Kinabalu 

26 June-18 July 

NORTH BURMA 
EXPEDITION 
3-29 November 

INDONESIA #1 
Halmahera/Sulawesi 

7 July-1 August 

INDONESIA #2 
Lesser Sundas 

Flores, Timer, Sumba 
Komodo, Sumbawa 

1-22 August 

Luzon, Mindanao, Cebu, 
Palawan, Bohol, Negros 

5 February-8 March 

BHUTAN 
West to East Traverse 

9 April-2 May 

WEST CHINA 
Sichuan (Szechwan) 

Panda Reserves 
Tibetan Grasslands 

7-31 May 

St. Paul 
ISLAND 
ALASKA'S PRIBILOFS 

REMOTE. WILD. UNBELIEVABLE. 

Unravel the mysteries of a land where time stands still and 
nature displays an astonishing array of wonders--St. Paul. 
A birder's paradise ß Over 230 species identified ß Common species, such as Red-faced 
Cormorants, Red-legged Kittiwakes, Parakeet, Least and Crested Auklets, murres, fulmars, 

and comical Horned and Tufted Puffins ß Uncommon species and rare Asian vagrants, 
such as Falcated Teal, Mongolian Plover, Wood Sandpiper, Gray-tailed Tattler, and Common Cuckoo. 

Accommodations are cozy, food excellent, and the Aleut people are eager to show you the wonders 
of St. Paul. Complete package tours available. For reservations and information, see your travel agent, 

call toll free 1-800-544-2248, or visit our web site: www. alaskabirding.com 
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PUERTO RICO 
;s our specialty 

* E1 Ytmque Rain Forest 
* Guanica Dry Tropical Forest 

• * S.W. Puerto Rico Hot Spots 
* 14 Endemic Species 
* :276 Total Species 
* Expert Guides 
* Small Groups 
* Beach Front Hotel 

SOUTHERN SAFARIS 
211 W Plasuela, Refugio TX 78377 

512-526-2767 e-mail: prbirding(•aol.com 

!ESCAPE TO COSTA RICA! 
Come visit Las Ventanaa de Osa Wildlife 

Refuge in unspoiled coastal rain forest on 
Pacific southwest coast. Over 350 bird 

species recorded in the area. Max. 12 
guests; good food and wines; freshwater 
swimming pool, nature trails and guides. 
All rooms twin beds, fan, bath and 110 
vac. Book early to avoid diaappointment! 
Enqtliries & Reaervatiorta; 
Las Ventanas de Osa Wildlife Refuge, 
PO Box 24262, 
Ft Lauderdale. FL 33307. USA. 
Tel:(305) 561~7750 or %800-561-7751 

BirdBase tower Prices! BirdArea 
Nearly all ABA birders reporting life lists over 6000 who use 
computers use our software. It is the software most widely used 
by all those over the 1400 bird threshold. Why? Because it lets 
them easily keep track of birds seen and helps them see new birds 
with its unique ability to list the birds of any world area, labeling 
endemics and birds previously seen in the area, outside it, or both. 
BirdBaae switches between displaying all of Clements' world birds or any selection 
of them, when recording sightings. It allows sighting notes of up to 5000 words. 
And it instantly updates eny number of ennual/life lists (e.g., yard, county, state, 
country, ABA region/area, world). These can show details of every sighting or of 
only each bird's first sighting. Or they can just name the birds seen. BirdBase can 
list all sightings of a bird, list in order of date all trips or first sightings of all birds, 
tabulate Christmas counts, etc., etc. It handles all changes in the world bird list. 

BirdArea can list in detail the range of any of Clements' birds. And it can produce 
check lists of the birds of eny world aree (i.e., U.S. state, Canadian province, 
country, ABA region/area, faunal zone) with endemics labeled. Printouts can have 
places for multiple check marks and/or for field notes. The ennually-updeted ranges 
come from many hundreds of publications and from experts who bird the areas. 
If BirdBese is used BirdArea can label birds already seen on each check list, make 
lists of birds not already seen, and find any recorded sighting in which e bird is 
outside its known renge. If BirdArea is used BirdBase can switch to displaying only 
birds whose ranges include any world area when recording sightings of a trip to 
that area. This makes recording easier end calls to attention out-of-range sightings. 

BirdBase is $59.95 + $4.00 sNpping; so is BirdArea. Buy both for $99.95 + $6.00. 
Or start with BirdBase and N. American birds for $39.95 + $3.00. Add 8% for CA 
orders. Double overseas shipping. Visa, MasterCard OK. For Windows 3.1, 95, NT. 

Santa Barbara Software Products 
1400 Dover Road, Santa Barbara, CA 93103 USA--- Phone/Fax: 805 963 4886 
E-mail: sbsp@aol.com --- Home page: http://members.aol.com/sbsp/index.html 
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8.5x,44 Wide Field 7x,36 Waterproof 

On his tri 
Park, Warren 

Birds" 
India's Tiger 
and his 

Audubons © found themselves between 
"" a rock and a hard place. , - 

Getting to the nesting place of the elusive black faced 
Ibisbill by bus and elephant back was the easy part. ; 
Spotting the bird m'nong the millions of grey 
stones of the Kosi River by the town of • • 

ß: Ramnagar was another thing. The Ibisbill is 
• the same color and shape as the stones 
ß around it. A worthy challenge to any birder. 
! But once again the incredible resolving power and the bright crisp image of Warren's 

Swift Audubons separated bird from stone. Warren's life birds now stand at 2,985 
including the Lammergeir or bearded vulture, another "really nice bird". (Rumors 

'.- that the ominous cough in the bushes close by was anything more than a stork-billed 
Kingfisher with a bad cold have been •'eatly exaggerated). 

SWIFT INSTRUMENTS, INC. 
952 Dorchester Avenue 
Boston, MA 02125 
WEB: swift-optics.com 
In Canada: Vision Canada LTD, Pickering, OntarioL IW 3SI 

Discover the entire Swift line of quality optics at better specialty stores. 
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ABA-SPONSORED BIRDING TOURS 
If you ir• Intersited in nn ABA - ß ß red tour listed her•, plem contract the tour compeny directly 

for Informltfon AND relerv•tiom, IDENTIFY YOURSELF AS AN ABA MEMBER. ABA sp. ß ß thin total 
beceuse • f•ctors lu.,. B pertlcuIBrly fine birding experience • beaume the tour ß rltor, 

here ragreed to return to ABA m ß nto co•t for pBrttclpeting ABA members. 

United States and Canada 
ABA AREA 

•d•SKR 

I. Pribilof Islands. Expect Red-legged 
Kittiwake, Least and Crested Auklet; Red-faced 
Cormorant and ten or more Asiatic species. 
May 2o-•7, •999. Code A* 
II. Nome and the Seward Peninsula. Expect 
Bristle-Thighed Curlew, Bluethroat and 
Gyrfalcon among 90-100 species. Four trips in 
1999: May 2O-June 4, June 7-•3, x4-2o and July 
6-12. Code R/A '• 

IiI. Barrow and High Arctic. Expect Common, 
King, Spectacled and Stellers Eiders, Yellow- 
billed Loon and Snowy Owl. 
June 4-6 and June k•-15,1999. Code R/A* 
Combinations possible. 
All three Alaska tours led by Forrest Davis. 

Contact: Forrest Davis at High Lonesome 
Ecotours, 5705 Litfie Bear Trail, Sierra Vista, 
AZ 85635; (520) 458-9446; 
hilone@hilonesome.com 

FLORIDA-DRY TO.GAS 
Aboard the Yankee Freedom prime breeding 
season for terns, frigate birds and boobies; peak 
spring land bird migration. Five three-day trips 
available. 

May8-u, 1999. Can combine with Grand 
Bahama and Abaco tours. (See Caribbean) 
Led byWes Riggs. Code R* 

Contact: Wes Biggs, Florida Nature Tours, 
EO. Box 618572, Orlando, Florida 32861- 
8572; (407) 363-1360; fax (407) 363-1887. 

Caribbean, Mexico, Central 
and South America 

TRINIDAD, TOBAGO, NETHERLANDS 
ANTILLES AND LOWER ORINOCO 
RIVER 

Voyage aboard the Yorktown Clipper. ABA 
escort Dick Coles, Professor of Vertebrate 

Biology at Washington University, St. Louis. 
December 29,1998-January9,1999. 
Code GB/OB** 

Contact: Dana Hollenbeck, Clipper Cruise 
Line, 7711 Bonhomme Avenue, St. Louis, 
Missouri 63105-1096; (800) 325-0010. 

ARGENTINA 

Four major regions, including Tropical Lowland 
Rainforest, Pampas, Patagonia, and Tierra del 
Fuego. 360 species possible. Leader Michael 
Carmody. January lo-•$, 1999. Code A* 

Contact: Susan Carmody, Legacy Tours, EO. 
Box 12540, Olympia, WA 98508. Tollfree 
phone/fax 888-754-6186. 

Search for endemics, near endemics, and differ- 

ent Caribbean species including Cuban Parrot, 
Bahama Woodstar, Key West Quail-Dove, Great 
lizard Cuckoo and more. March •y-3l, 1999. 

Led by Tony White, author of ABA's Birdfinding 
Guide to the Bahamas. Code R/A n 

Contact: Bob Odear, ObServ Tours, Inc., 
3901 Trimble Road, Nashville, TN 37215; 
(615) 292-2739. 

COSTA RICA/PANAMA 
Voyage aboard the Yorktown Clipper including 
Curu Wildlife Refuge, Marenco Biological 
Station, Darien Jungle, Panama Canal plus two 
days of land b•rding for ABA members from San 
Jos& Aba escort Dan Canterbury. 
March 23-3x, 1999. Code GB/OB ** 

Contact: Dana Hollenbeck, Clipper Cruise 
Line, 7711 Bonhomme Avenue, St. Louis, 
Missouri 63105-1096. (800) 325-0010. 

Grand Bahama and Abaco--Goal is to œmd all 

twenty resident Caribbean birds plus Florida 
accidentals. Two trips: March 3o-April 3, and 
April lo--14,1999. Can combine with Dry 
Tortugas (See Florida). Code R/A* 

Contact: Wes Biggs, Florida Nature Tours, 
EO. Box 618572, Orlando, Florida 32861- 
8572; (407) 363-1360; fax (407) 363-1887. 

ECUADOR 

Paramo, mountain passes, riparian areas, 
temperate and sub-tropical forests, and tropical 
Amazon basin. Leaders Juan Carlos Matheus 

(resident ornithologist) and Jim Danzenbaker. 
March 6-21,1999. Code A* 

Contact: Gail Cheeseman, Cheeseman's 

Ecology Safaris, 20800 Kittrcdge Road, 
Saratoga, CA 95070-6322; (800)527-5300. 

I•XIC0 

Northwest region. Pacific coast and Sierra Madre 
Mountains, Mazatlan to San Bias. Search for 

twenty-five endemics and rarities, including 
Bfack-throated Magpie, San Blas, Tufted, and 
Purplish-backed Jays, and Sinaloa Crow. Leader 
Michael Carmody. March 7-•,, 1999. CodeA* 

Contact: Susan Carmody, Legacy Tours, P.O. 
Box 12540, Olympia, WA 98508. 
Toll free phone/fax 888-754-6186 

MEXICO 
Sonora: Sea of Cortez, Sierra Madres and 

Colonial Alamos. Expect 250+ species including 
Red-billed Tropicbird, Blue-footed Booby, Lfiac- 
crowned Parrot, Purplish-backed Jays, Happy 
Wren, White-striped Woodcreeper, Black- 
throated Magpie-Jay. Led by Forrest Davis. 
October 5-16,1999. Code R/A* 

MEXICO 

Sonora: Sierra Madres for Lilac-crowned Parrot; 

Mountain Trogon, Black-throated Magpie-Jay, 
Purplish-backed Jay, Happy Wren. 
Leader Forrest Davis. September x8-•5,1999. 
Code R/A* 

Contact: Forrest Davis at High Lonesome 
Ecotours, 5705 Little Bear Trail, Sierra Vista, 
AZ 85635; (520) 458-9446; 
hilone@hilonesome.com 

BELIZE/GUATEMALA 
Chan Chich Lodge, Lamanai Outpost, and Tzkal. 
Leaders Hector Gomez de Silva and Richard 

Knapton. January So--February lo, 1999. 
Code R/A* 

Contact: Vic Smith, Eagle-Eye Tours, P.O. Box 
5010, Pt. Roberts, WA 98281; (800)373-5678; 
fax 604/948-9085; birdtours@eagle-eye.com 

GALAPAGOS; ECUADOR'S ANDES 
Travel to the Galfipagos on any of 60 trip-dates 
and see most endemics as well as huge seabird 
breeding colonies. Options include Amazon 
Basin, Machu Picchu, and Ecuador's Andes. 
Code R (Extension Code A)* 

Contact: Linda Rehor, Inca Floats, 1311-ABA 
63rd Street, Emeryville, CA 94608; 
(510)420-1550. 

EUROPE 

IRELAND 

Countrywide, including Connemara, Dublin, 
Kilkenny, and Ring of Kerry. Expect 130 species 
including Corn Crake and Red-billed Chough. 
Leader Michael Carmody. 
May x2,-25,1999. CodeR* 

Contact: Susan Carmody, Legacy Tours, P.O. 
Box 12540, Olympia, WA 98508. Tollfree 
phone/fax 888-754-6186. 

*Tour Codes and **Cruise Codes 

are abbreviations for the following: 
R = Relaxed 

1• = l•dvanced 

I = Intensive 

GB = General Birding 
OB = Optimal Birding 
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market place 
PUERTO RICO 

Seven-day small group tours. Led by expert 
resident guide. Tour encompasses El Yunque 
Rainforest, Guanica Dry Tropical Forest and S.W. 
Puerto Rico. Enjoy beautiful beaches, great food, 
and incredible birding! Call for itinerary: 
SOUTHERN SAFARIS, 211 W. Plasuela, Refugio, 
TX 78377, 512/526-2767, e-mail: 

prbirding@aoI.corn 

BIRD SONG RECORDING EQUIP. 
At last, a company that sells complete bird- 
song recording packages recommended by 
Cornell Lab! Telinga parabolas, Sennheiser 
microphones, Marantz & Sony portable cassette 
recorders, portable DAT recorders. Marice Stith 
Recording Svcs, 59 Autumn Ridge Cir, Ithaca, 
NY 14850; 607/277-5920; fax 607/277-5942, 
e-mail: rnsrsithaca@aoI.corn 

BIRDING TOURS WORLDWIDE 

RIO GRANDE RARITIES 
Feb 6-12, 1999 w•t• •cga• •war•s. Lo•s of soulh T•as special,cs, 

COSTA RICA 

•ir•. f•ous h•me•, •d h•dre• ofo•er s•. 

OHAN OHIOH & HIDDEN VALLEY, BELIZE 
•ar I a-21• 1 •9• with Doug Mc•e & Megan Edward. Two wonderful lodes for 
•eat rainforest and hi,land birding. 

BIO BEND 
•o 10-• depa•u•s [Apr 22 or •a• 6} for •EmaWarbler, 
Mon/ezu• Quail & m• oth• •ecialti• m s•lac•ar Big Bend Nalio• P•k 
Toun indude a Hill Country visit for Black<ap•d V•r• & Golden-cheek• Wa•ler. 

ALASKA 

OTHER dANUARY TO dUNE 19• TOURS 

Call for •ee itineraries • catalog of lO0 departures wor•wide. 

field ,uides,.c. 
•O. BOX 160723 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78716 

512-327-4953 ß FAX 512-•7-9231 

h•p://www. fieldguides.com 
e-mail: fgileader•aol.com 

Carefully designed, 
professionally guided, 
and worry.free 
birding trips to 
exciting settings 
since 1985. 

%. 

•m,• --.-- -• • 

THE LODGE 

ON LITTLE ST. SIMONS ISLAND 

Only 30 guests on 10,000 acres of Georgia 
barrier island wilderness. 200+ species include 
Painted Bunting, Gull-billed Tern, and Brown- 
headed Nuthatch. Interpretive naturalists, 
canoeing, boating, fishing, bicycles, and horse- 
back riding. Elegantly rustic accommodations 
and gourmet regional cuisine. Visit our web 
page at www. pactel.corn.au/Issi, or call tollfree 
(888) 733-5774. 

NORTH CAROLINA •ULF STREAM 

PELA•ICS... 

And winter trips for Great Skua and alcids from 
VA and NC. 30 trips planned for 1999. For 
more information, visit us on the Web, where 
we have dozens of quality seabird images for 
your viewing (www. patteson.corn), or contact 
Brian Patteson, PO Box 1135, Amherst, VA 
24521; 7031765-4484. 

NEW JERSEY PELA•IC TRIPS 

Going for Great Skua and alcids (including 
Dovekie). All-day from Brielle: Sat., Dec. 5 Good 
bird possibilities and heated hand-rails! $70. 
Reservations required. Contact Arrnas Hill, 
Focus on Nature Tours, Inc., P.O. Box 9021, 
Wilmington, DE 19809; 800/362-0869; fax 
302/529-1085; font@focusonnature.corn; 
web-site: www. focusonnature.corn 

RAPTOR TOURS & WORKSHOPS 

Most led by Bill Clark. in '98: Montana: Nov. 
29-Dec. 5 ($850). South Texas: Dec. 12-19 
($950). in '99: Skagit Flats, WA: Feb. 6-13 
($950); South Texas: Mar. 27-Apr. 4 ($950). 
israel: Apr. 10-24 ($2,590). Snake River: ID 
May 8-15 ($950).Southeast Arizona: July 
10-17 ($950). Vera Cruz, Mexico: Oct. 2-10 
($1,250). Northern India: Oct. 30-Nov. 20 
($3,690). Information from RAPTOURS, INC., 
P.O. Box 9021, Wilmington, DE 19809; 
8001362-0869; fax 3021529-1085; or 
raptours@focusonnature.corn; 
www.focusonn ature.corn 

CLOCKWORK TRAVEL, INC. 

Great Birding Spots like: (1) London: 1/2 to full- 
day tours; (2) England: year-round guided tours, 
(3) iceland: unique experience! (4) Costa Rica: 
over 400 species; (5) Belize: bird among Mayan 
Ruins; (6) 1,500 bird species. Call 1-800/752- 
6246 or e-mail to: kenneth@clockbird.corn 

HiLL COUNTRY OF TEXAS 

Come visit historic Reagan Wells Ranch. Over 
200 acres of hiking, birding & nature trails in 
the peaceful Dry Frio Canyon. Abundant 
wildlife. Quality accornodations dating back to 
1885. Groups/Tours welcome. 1-800-277-6265 
www. reaganwells.corn 
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