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ON THE COVER 

The thorny woods along the Rio Grande in southernmost Texas have produced many rare birds over the years, but perhaps none to rival 
the discovery made by John and Paula Wright and their son Nathan on December 26, 1996. While touring the loop road at Bentsen State 
Park, the Wrights were pleased to spot a Gray Hawk (Asturina nitida) harassing an owl in a tree. Then they took a second look at the owl. 

Stygian Owl (Asio stygius) has a wide range in the American tropics, from Mexico to Argentina, and it is even thought to wander 
somewhat, but it had never been found anywhere close to Texas. Probably no one would have picked it as a potential vagrant to the ABA 
Checklist Area. The full story of this first U.S. record is given by John and Paula Wright, in an article beginning on page 950 in this issue. 

The silvery patch on •ts forehead is distinctive, but otherwise this species might be taken for a blackened version of Long-eared Owl 
(Asio otus). Its overall dark color accounts for the name 'Stygian', a reference to the dark and sinister regions along the River Styx. 
In Greek mythology, those unfortunate souls who were ferried across the Styx were on their journey into Hades. Birders who 
happened to be in Stygian territory on that day in December may have felt that they were in heaven instead. One of those birders 
was Jim Culbertson, a talented photographer visiting from Merritt Island, Florida, who took the portrait on our cover. 
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September 5-25, 1998 

A marvelous combination of open country birding 
in the famous Pantanal, and Amazonian forest 

birding near Alta Floresta. Great opportunities to 
see Hyacinth Macaw, curassows, a host of antbirds, 
toucans, barbets, and many waterbirds. PAN- 
TANAL/CHAPADA: September 5-I5, and ALTA FLO- 
RESTA: September I2-25, may be taken separately 
or combined for three weeks of superb birding. 

•outhea•te•n B•azil 

October ll-25, 1998 

A delightful birding trip, with a tremendous diver- 
sity of habitats and birds, wonderful food & 
accommodations, and mild temperatures in most 
areas. A superb trip for hummingbirds, tanagers, 
and antbirds. Excellent opportunities to see many 
endemic birds found nowhere else in the world. 

Visits Iguazfi waterfall, the most spectacular in the 
world. Pre-trip to the UBATUBA area is offered 
October 7-13. 

Noethea•t B•azil 

January 15-30, 1999 

Two dramatically different habitats. The caatinga 
region, with its columnar cactus and thorn-scrub 
vegetation (reminiscent of southern Arizona) 
brings to mind the bush country of East Africa 
for its sheer birdiness and ease of viewing. The 
Atlantic rain forest is a different world, lush and 

humid, with roving mixed-species flocks of tan- 
agers, antbirds and the like. Both habitats are 
home to numerous endemic birds. Easy birding, 
comfortable accommodations, warm, dry climate. 
Highlights include Lear's Macaw, Great Xenops, 
Slender and Rio de Janeiro antbirds, White- 
winged Cotinga, and Seven-colored and Red- 
necked tanagers. 

PO Box 33008, Austin, Texas 78764 512/328-522I 
800/328-VENT Fax: 512/328-2919 

email: VENTBIRD•aol.com 

VICTOR EMANUEL NATURE TOURS 



8.5x, 44 Wide Field 7x,36 Waterproof 

"Early Birds" 
On his trip ihrough India's Tiger 

Park, Warren Harrington and his S•lft 
Audubons © found themselves between 

a rock and a hard place. , * 
Getting to the nesting place of the elusive black faced - 

Ibisbill by bus and elephant back was the easy part. •..•- 
Spotting the bird among the millions of grey 
stones of the Kosi River by the town of •.• 
Ramnagar was another thing. The Ibisbill is 
the same color and shape as the stones 
around it. A worthy challenge to any birder. 
But once again the incredible resolving power and the bright crisp image of Warren's 
Swift Audubons separated bird from stone. Warren's life birds now stand at 2,985 
including the Lammergeir or bearded vulture, another "really nice bird". (Rumors 
that the ominous cough in the bushes close by was anything more than a stork-billed 
Kingfisher with a bad cold have been greatly exaggerated). 

SWIFT INSTRUMENTS• INC. 
952 Dorchester Avenue 
Boston, MA 02125 
WEB: swift-optics.cam 
In Canada: Vision Canada LTD, Pickering, OntarioLlW 3SI 

Discover the entire Swilt line of quality optics at better specialty stores. •s•'• 

St. Paul 
ISLAND 
ALASKA'S PRIBILOFS 

REMOTE. WILD. UNBELIEVABLE. 

Unravel the mysteries of a land where time stands still and 
nature displays an astonishing array of wonders St. Paul. 
A birder's paradise ß Over 230 species identified ß Common species, such as Red-faced 
Cormorants, Red-legged Kittiwakes, Parakeet, Least and Crested Auklets, murres, fulmars, 

and comical Horned and Tufted Puffins ß Uncommon species and rare Asian vagrants, 
such as Falcated Teal, Mongolian Plover, Wood Sandpiper, Gray-tailed Tattler, and Common Cuckoo. 

Accommodations are cozy, food excellent, and the Aleut people are eager to show you the wonders 
of St. Paul. Complete package tours available. For reservations and information, see your travel agent, 

call toll free 1-800-544-2248, or visit our web site: http://alaskan.com/vendors/tdx. html 
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on Nature 

EURASIA 1998 

ß POLAND 

Apr 30-May 9 $1295 ..... 
May 16-26 $1375 .,i? •'. 

Last year. Euro Pygmy-Owl. Great Snipe . ,,•,,7.• !•, -: 
,,%.• • . .•. • ,, 

May 8-7 ........ Last year, 2• species ß White-tailed Plover 
ß SPAIN O• 9• YE• Ii•'/- -.';•'. •'• "•1, '11•/11111(•" 

Extremadura, Gr•os Mountains ,;•t,1; 
Jun 21-28 •1195 

Jul 5-11 •1275 

These tours can be combin•. Lammergeier 
Last year. Marbled Duck. 5 Eagles. 4 Vultures 

ß TURKEY WI• FALL •GRA•ON 

Sept 3-13 •1795 
Followed by extension to northern mtns 

ß ICELAND 

Sept 28-Oct 2 
or Oct 10-14 * 495 

Last year. White-tailed Eagles. Gyrfalcons 
These tours precede & follow: 

ß •WEDEN 

Oct 2-10 •1395 

Last year. Red-breasted Goose 

OJ•AN AGAIN, IN 1999! 
Honshu. Hokkaido, Kyushu 
3an • E-25 •2395 

•mami, Okinawa 
3an. 25-30 

3a•anasa /• '97, Sibori•n • othor crynos. 
Grana -' Stollor's Soo-E•glos, Blokiston's Fis•-Owl 

TOURS TO 8E LED BY,ARMAS HILL, BOB WALTON, & VARIOUS LOCAL GUIDES 
11•2L PRZEMYSLAW KUNYSZ (IN POLAND), DIMITAR GEORGIEV (IN BULGARIA). 

A COMPLETE LISTING OF ALL •IRDS FOUND DURING OUR EURASIAIV TOURS 

ON OUR WEB SITE: http://www.focusonnature.com 

CeNT,ACT US TOLL-FREE: 1-800-362-0869 

E-MAIL: FONT@focusonnature.com 
FAX: (302) 529-1085 PHONE: (302) 529-1876 

FOCUS On Nature Tours, Inc. PO Box 9021 
Wilmington, DE 19809, USA 

RAPTOURS ,i.e. 
for enthusiasts 

of Birds of Prey 

In conjunction with the 
World Conference on Birds of Prey 

in Johannesburg. August 3-10 
SOUTH AFRICA 

Cape Town, incl Kalahari Park, 
Drakensburg Mtns, N. Zululand 
Jul 18-Aug 3 $2990 
-or- 

Durban, incl Drakensburg Mtns, 
N. Zululand 

Jul 25-Aug 3 $1890 

ZIMBABWE 

Victoria Falls & the Matoho Hills 

Aug 12-16 $ 850 

And. other '98 tours & workshops 

SOUTH TEXAS SPRING MIGRATION 

Mar 29-Apr 5 $ 850 
WHITEFISH PT, MI MIGRATION!! 

Apr 25-May 2 $ 850 
SNAKE RIVER, ID NESTING RAPTORS 

May 9-16 $ 850 
VERACRUZ, MEXICO MIGRATION!l! 

Oct 3-11 $1090 

MONTANA WINTER RAPTORS & OWLS 
Nov 29-Dec 5 $ 850 

SOUTH TEXAS RAPTOR SPECIALTIES 

Dec 12-19 $ 950 

TO BE LED BY BILL CLARK, CO-AUTHOR 
OF THE "RAPTOR PHOTO GUIDE", 

THE PETERSON GUIDE TO "HAWKS", 
AND OTHER EXPERTS 

Contact same address, phone, fax, 
as for Focus On Nature Tours 

E-mail: raptours•focusonnature.com 

FONT EAST COAST USA 

PELAGIC TRIPS •N '98 

MANTEO, NORTH CAROLINA 
TO THE GULF STREAM 

May 23.24.25.30.31 
Aug 1.2.3.8.9,10 $ 95 ea 

,A// on the fast boat. the "Country Girl" 

NEW JERSEY 
TO THE HUDSON CANYON 

May 22-23 $ 95 
Aug 29, Dec5 $ 70ea 

WINTER lgg7 gsg 



PUERTO RICO 
7-•o'y•srnal! grouF t'•r•. Led by e•p•rt resident 
guide. Tour er-- p3•ses El YunqG• Rainfo?est, 
Guanic•-!)ry•ropical Forest and $.W. Puerto 
Rico. Enjoy beautiful beaches, great food, and in• 
credible birdlog! Cali for itinerary: sOUTHER N 
S =ARIS, 21 ] W. Plasuela, Refugio, TX 78377, 
5, 526-2767• em •i!.prbirding@aoLcorn 

IJ I I ß I .... 

•.! DIHDIN• TOUH$ WOHLD•IDE 

• Alaska, Belize, Costa Rica, Arizona, 
Ecuador, Brazil, Texas, New Guinea... 

and dozens of other exciting destinations on nearl, v 
i00 departures. 

Just a few of our late sumraer/early fall tours: 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA July 28-Aug 18 
OUTBACK AUSTRALIA Aug 1-21 ß BAY OF FUNDY & 
BRIER ISLAND, NOVA SCOTIA Aug 15-22 
Peru Tours to ABRA MALAGA & MACHU PICCHU 

luly 25-Aug 2 ß PERUVIAN HIGH ANDES Aug 1-15 
IQUITOS Aug 15-22 ß NORTHERN PERU: ENDEMICS 
GALORE Sep 10-27 

Brazil Tours to MANAUS Sep 21-29 ß S.•O GABRIEL 
Sep 28-Oct 6 ß ALTA FLORESTA Oct 5-15 

Call for our free catalog & itineraries. 
800-728-4953 

field quides,.c. 
P.O. BOx 160723 

AUSTIN. TEXAS 78716 

512-327-4953 ß FAX 512-327-9231 

http://www. fieldg uides.com 
e-mail: fgileader@aol.com 

SAN PEDRO RIVER INN 

S. E. Ari• country inn {]•he •id...dl e •f'the San 
Pedro RNCA, first globally Irnportant Bird A[•a 
in. the US, tndMdual i•ouses, full-s zed kitchens, 
e•. 7. acres 0f lawn; cottonwood, mulberry, ash, 
& fruit tre ,• 2 ponds & cienega. Deer, Javelina, 
Bobcat, eta, and BIRDS! 8326 S Hereford Rd, 
Hereford, AZ85615;5201366-5532 

.-8 

Carefully designed, 
professionally guided, 
and worry.free 
birding trips to 
exciting settings 
since 1985. 

BIRD SONG RECORDING EQUIP. 
•,t last, a company that selis complete bird-song 
record!ng package• recommended by Cornell 
Lab! Telinga • Rocfi e parabolas, •Sennh•eiser rni- 
•?ophones, Marantz & Sony port, hie cassette 
re•orders, p0rtabie DAT reCOrders. •adce Stith 
Recording Svcs, 59 •iJturnn Ridge •ir, itha•:a, 
NY 14850; 607/277:5920; fax 607/277-59•:• 

THE LODGE 
ON UTTLE ST. SIMONS ISLAND 
'only 30 guests on 10•000 acres of G•o•gia ba 
der island wilderness. 200+ specie • inclu le 
Painted Buntings ,•nd Gull-billed Terns. Natur-I- 
ists, canoeing, boating, fishing, bicycles, and 
horseback tiding. Elegantly rustic accorn•oda• 
tions and gourmet regional cuisine. visit our 
web page www. pactel.corn.au/Iss• or call toll: 
free (888) 733-5774. 

DISCOVER THE .BIRDS OF AUSTRALIA 

Gipsy Pt Lodge, Gipsy Pt, Vic 2891; • 
Bird Tom'• 172•Whitehorse•d, Balwyn, Vic 
3103• G•J•un Pizzey, Victoria Valley Rd, 
Dunkeld, Vic. 3294. •:Home, Kuran: 
da, QId 4872. •mu Tou•, PO Box 4, Jarn- 
beroo NSW 2533. Kimberley Birdwatchin• 
PO Box 220, Broome, WA 67•5, Australia. 

SHEARWATER JOURNEYS 

?r Monterey Bay: May 16, Jul: 26, Aug 2, 8, 9• 
15, 16; excellent for albatro•s• Ne w trip•: Aug 
23 & Sept 12 to Farallon Is for Tufted Puffin; fr 
Santa CruzOn Sept 6 & 12 for Marbled Murrelet 
& storrn-petrels; fr Half Moon Bay to Pioneer 
Canyon Sept 19, Oct 17, Nov 8 for offshore 
species. Debra Shearwater, PO Box 190, Hollis- 
ter, CA 95024; 408/637-8527. 

WINTER PELAGIC TRIPS FROM VA & NC 

For Great Skua, Dovekie, Razorbill, Atl Puffin, & 
more. From Virginia Beach, VA, on Feb 7 (8), 21 
(22), and Hatteras, NC, Feb 14 (15). Saturday 
trips w/ Sunday weather dates. Each trip 
$85/person. Contact Brian Patteson, PO Box 
1135, Amherst, VA 24521; 703•-•65-4484, 
www. patteson.corn 

STUART HEALY--BIRDING IN ARIZONA 
PERSONAL GUIDING year-round for regulars & 
rarities--target & nightbirding are rny specialties. 
CUSTOM TOURS. Spotted 0wl, Green Kingfisher, 
Elegant Trogon, summer warblers & flycatchers, 
winter raptors & sparrows. 220 Stardust, Sierra 
Vista, AZ B5635; 520/458-7603, fax 458-7353; 
shealy@theriver. corn; http://www. trogon.corn 

CLOCKWORK TRAVEL, iNC. 

Great birding spots such as (i) London: 1!2 to 
full-day tours; (2) England: year-round guided 
tours, (3) Iceland: unique experience:! (4) Slo- 
vakia & the Czec h Repub!ic, scheduled tour Aug 
13-26, 1998 Call 800/752-6246 or e-mail to: 
kenne{h@dockb rcLcorn 
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A G 0 P U S L E U C U R U 

Serious birders are getting behind 
Bausch & Lomb © binoculars. 

It's 21 degrees. 

At an elevation of 

11,669 feet, you're 
standing in a snowdrift, 
binoculars in hand at 

5:00 a.m. on Colorado's 
Guanella Pass Summit. 

You're keenb' aware that most 
people in the U.S. would 
consider you nuts - 
or at least odd - 

because the reason • 
you're here is to see 
a bird. 

Yes, a bird. 

But not just any 
bird - a White-tailed 

Ptarmigan. Lagopus 
Leucurus. And the little thing is 
all white, because it's winter 
and that's its winter color. 

Which of course, makes it 
nearly impossible to see in 
the snow. 

Because you're a slightly 
fanatical birder, you 
desperately want to see this 
bird. 

Out of the 900 species in 
North America, he's one of the 

The Custorn© models are ideal 
for nature enthusiasts and 

birders with fully multi-coated 
BAK-4 prisms for optimum 
resolution and light transmission. 
They also deliver long eye relief 
and close near focusing. They 
proudly carry the endorsement 
of the National Audubon Society. 

Elite © binoculars are known as the world's finest binoculars. These well-balanced, rugged 
binoculars offer long eye relief, and superior 

at 

resolution. PC-3 phase-coated optics give 
the Elite series exceptional brightness 
during low light conditions. All Elite 
models are fogproof and 
waterproof. 

Award-winning PremierH at 
60turn Spotting Scopes 
are a favorite in the field. Their 
multi-coated optics offer 
exceptional resolution, brightness 

and clarity. 

few that's eluded your "life 
list:' But today you'll catch the 
shadowy movement - 
practically a ghost image in the 
snow- that finally reveals 
the Ptarmigan. 

And once again, you 
congratulate yourself for 

choosing a Bausch & 
Lomb © binocular. 

It's one of lhe 

finest quality 
optics in the world. 

Bausch & Lomb 

binoculars and spotting 
scopes. Serious birders are 
getting behind them. 

For more information or the 

location of the dealer nearest 

you, call (800) 423-3537. 

The plumage of•e 
White-tailed Ptarmigan changes 
.... taetly with th ......... f the 
year. From its pure white appearance 
in November through February, it 
molts into breeding plumage around 
March. The colors are generally black 
and grey with many white-Upped 
feathers. Another molt in August 

brings autumn plumage of grey, brown and white, which helps U•e 
Ptarmigan blend in wiU• U•e gray, 
lichen-stained recks. 

BAUSCIt 
& LOMff 
BINOCULARS 

,•av.bushnell.conl/birdil•o•/honle.ht ml 

¸ lg98 Bushnell Corporation. 9200 Cody, Overland park, KS 66214, USA Except as ofhe•ise indicated, at denotes a registered trademar• of Bushnell Corporation. Bausch & Lomb is a registered trademark of a•d used under license from Bausch & Lomb Incorporated. 


