
nominate dtaca (breeds n.e. North Amen- 
ca, winters s.e. United States), no matter 
the label chosen by observers. The two 
wintering Harris' Sparrows were in Walnut 
Cr., Contra Costa, Dec. 6-Feb. 4 (M. 
Stern, '•GFi) and Livermore, Alameda, Jan. 
12-25 (ALE et al.). A "Gray-headed" 
Junco, rarely reported here, was along the 
Cosumnes R., Sacramento, Dec. 27 
(WRH, AEn). 

Longspurs to Finches 
Like last winter, a single McCown's 
Longspur was along Brewer Rd., w. Placer, 
Dec. 3 (JTr). Winter Lapland Longspurs 
may be semi-regular in the northeast--e.g., 
two at Butte Valley, Siskiyou, Dec. 1 (DS, 
DW) and 12 at McArthur, Shasta, Dec. 21 
(B&CY)--but they were rare at Tyler I., 
Dec. 6 (two, TEa; a Sacramento first) and 
Elkhorn Slough, Monterey, Jan. 1 (PJM). 

Winter Yellow-headed Blackbirds were 

unusual near Sheridan, Placer, Jan. 18 
(BDW; first seasonal record there) and Moss 
Landing Feb. 22+ (RF). The only Rusty 
Blackbird was along Volta Rd., n.w. of Los 
Bangs, Merced, Feb. 17 ('•B. Principe). 

The fall Cassin's Finch invasion contin- 

ued unabated with _>41 birds in 10 coastal 
and Bay Area counties from Mendocino 
('•CEV) to Monterey. Highlights included 
a female banded at Big Sur R. mouth Oct. 
30 recaptured 3 times until Feb. 24, and 
Napa} 2nd record at a Napa feeder Dec. 
9-Jan. 7 ('•J. Maillard). More visited feed- 
ers on the floor of the C.V. in IOlo (JMH) 
and Sacramento (LEd, TDM). The autum- 
nal influxes of Red Crossbill and Evening 
Grosbeak also continued, but in much 

reduced numbers. Winter appearances of 
Lawrence's Goldfinch, scarce and unpre- 
dictable, included _<22 at Granite Bay, 
Placer, Dec. 28 (BDW), three in Bollinger 
Canyon, Contra Costa, Jan. 26 (J. Robin- 
son), eight at Henry Coe S.P., Santa Clara, 
Dec. 14 (fide WGB), and a small flock in 
Carmel Valley, Monterey, Dec. 28 (SHa). 

Addenda and Corrigenda 
Last Summer's Pacific Loon in San Benito 

was not the county's first (see AB 47:296). 
Two Am. Golden-Plovers in Humboldt 

were June 27-28, 1996, not July 27-28 as 
reported in AFN 50:993. Omitted from 
the Summer report were two Gray Cat- 
birds banded in Humboldt: July 1 near 
Orick and July 2 at Lanphere Dunes (both 
fide CJR). Given the three banded in 
Monterey in late June-early Jul)• what hap- 
pened with this species? Documentation 
for the "nesting pair" of Cedar Waxwing 
near Calpine, Sierra, included an actual 
nest, but it was not the first for the Sierra 
Nevada. McCaskie et al. (1979) lists a 

breeding record for Bucks L., Plumas, 
1973 (fide DS). 

Cited contributors and sub-regional edi- 
tors (in boldface): R.J. Adams, Steve Alii- 
son, Stephen F. Bailey, Jim & Helen 
Banks, William G. Bansman, Edward C. 
Beedy, Jim Booker, Rita Carratello, AI 
DeMartini, Bruce E. Deuel, Todd Easter- 
la, Leo Edson, Arthur L. Edwards, Alan 
M. Eisner, Ray Ekstrom, Elias Elias, 
Andrew Engilis, Mike Feighner, George 
Finger, Sam D. Fitton, David Fix, Rick 
Fournier, Steve Gerow, Steve A. Glover, 
Edward D. Greaves, Helen Green, Keith 
Hansen, Stanley W. Harris, Syd Harrison 
(SHa), Gjon Hazard, Rob Hewitt, Kevin 
G. Hintsa, Craig Hohenberger, Waldo R. 
Holt, Steve N.G. Howell, Joan M. 
Humphrey, John E. Hunter, Alvaro 
Jaramillo, Robert J. Keiffer, Clay Kempf, 
Robin L.C. Leong, Gary S. Lester, Lauren 
P. Lester, Ron LeValle)• Cindy Lieurance, 
Leslie Lieurance, Michael J. Mammoser, 
Timothy D. Manolis, Jennifer L. Matkin, 
Bert McKee, Kevin McKereghan, Nancy 
McMahon, Peter J. Metropulos, Mark 
Miller, Joseph Morlan, Benjamin D. 
Parmeter, Marge Plant, David J. Powell, 
Jude Claire Power, C.J. Ralph, Jean M. 
Richmond, Robert J. Richmond, Don 
Roberson, Mike M. Rogers, Stephen C. 
Rottenborn, Steve Rovell, Ruth A. Rude- 
sill, Ronnie L. Ryno, Barry Sauppe, Den- 
nis Serdehely (DSe), Debra L. Shearwater, 
Dave Shuford, Daniel S. Singer (DSg), 
Rich Stallcup, John C. Sterling, Emilie 
Strauss, David L. Suddjian, Mac Suther- 
lin, Richard Ternullo, Ronald S. Thorn, 
Dorothy Tobkin, Kent Van Vuren, Chuck 
E. Vaughn, Denise Wight, Jerry R. White, 
Brian D. Williams, Bob & Carol Yutzy; 
m.ob.= many observers. Many more con- 
tributors were not specifically cited, but all 
are appreciated. 

--Stephen F. Bailey (Loons to Frigates, 
Jaegers to Alcids), Pacific Grove Museum of 
Natural History, 165 Forest Ave., Pacific 
Grove, CA 93950; DanielS. Singer (Herons to 
Shorebirds), c/o Arroyo • Coates, 500 lY/ash- 
ington St., Ste. 700, San Francisco, CA 
94111; Don Roberson (Doves to Finches), 282 
Grove Acre Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950. 

Southern 
Pacific Coast 
Region 
GUY MCCASKIE 

An average winter with the continued 
presence of mountain species in the low 
deserts and along the coast, and an inter- 
esting selection of rarities. 

Abbreviations: H.D.L. (Harper Dry Lake, 
n.w. of Barstow, San Bernardino C0 ), 
N.A.S. (Naval Air Station); N.E.S.S. (north 
end of the Salton Sea, Riverside C0 ), 
S.B.C.M. (San Bernardino County 
Museum); S.E.S.S. (south end of the Salton 
Sea, Imperial Co.). Since virtually all rarities 
in s. California are seen by many observers, 
only the observer(s) initially finding and 
identifying the bird are included. Docu- 
mentation for species on the California 
Bird Records Committee review list is for- 

warded to the C.B.R.C. Secretary and 
archived at the Western Foundation for 

Vertebrate Zoology in Camarillo. 

Mountain Forest Birds 

Many of the mountain forest birds that 
invaded this Region during the fall 
remained through the winter. At least 
three of the White-headed Woodpeckers 
found close to the coast in Santa Barbara 

remained through February, with one still 
present Mar. 29 (G&JH), one was near 
Ventura Dec. 21 (DDJ), and the bird 
found in the Santa Ana Mts. in October 

still present Feb. 11 (BED). Lewis' Wood- 
pecker numbers remained a little higher 
than normal throughout the winter, with 
small numbers pushing as far south as the 
Imperial Valley (GMcC). 

Clark's Nutcracker continued to push 
southward and towards the coast, with six 

at Castle Craigs, San Luis Obispo, Dec. 18 
(BKS) and one in the Santa Ana Mts , 
Orange, Dec. 16 (SGM), along with two 
in Lemon Heights, Orange, Dec. 22-23 
(BED), one in Huntington Beach Jan 
5-6 (SGM), three in Oceanside, San 
Diego, Dec. 29-Jan. 1 (D&CW) and five 
at L. Murray in San Diego Jan. 5-6 (VL) 
in the coastal lowlands. 

Red-breasted Nuthatches remained far 

more numerous and widespread than 
usual throughout the winter, as did Red 
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Crossbills--numbers reported on CBCs 
should more dearly show the number and 
distribution of these 2 species. Cassin's 
Finches reached the coast in force during 
December (54 on the Santa Barbara CBC 
is unprecedented) and remained common 
to as far south as the Los Angeles Basin 
through the end of the period. 

Loons to Herons 

A Re&throated and Pacific loon together 
on Haiwee Res. in the Owens Valley, Inyo, 
Dec. 18 (T&JH) and two Pacific Loons 
on L. Henshaw, SanDiego, Dec. 7-8 
(CGE) were late migrants passing through 
the interior, but two on L. Isabella, Kern, 
Dec. 28 (MTH) could have been winter- 
ing on this large freshwater lake. An imm. 
Yellow-billed Loon photographed in 
Ensenada Jan. 12 (K&CR) was the 2nd to 
be found in Baja California, and undoubt- 
edly passed through S. California. A Re& 
necked Grebe, rare in S. California, was at 
Morro Bay, SanLuis Obispo, Jan. 15-16 
(JLR) and another was near Pt. Mugu, 
l•ntura, Jan. 14-Mar. 8 (RS, ST). 

A Laysan Albatross caught in San Pedro, 
Los Angeles, in mid-January was released far 
off Pt. Conception, Sana Barbara, Feb. 1 
(MH), in an area where >_three others were 
seen during February (MH, RR). A Manx 
Shearwater was reported during an orga- 
nized pelagic birding boat-trip off Morro 
Bay, SanLuis Obi•oo, Jan. 19 (BKS, AS); 
sightings of this species along the Califor- 
nia coast are increasing. 

Present for a month in January and February 
1997, this near-adult Masked Booby at the Point 
Mugu Naval Air Station furnished a ninth record 
for California. Photograph/Brian E. Small. 

A near-ad. Masked Booby well pho- 
tographed at the Pt. Mugu N.A.S., l•ntu- 
ra, Jan. 18-Feb. 18 (MF) is the 9th to be 
reported in California. A Blue-footed 
Booby photographed on Mullerr I. at 
S.E.S.S., Feb, 14 (KCM) and found near 
death on the nearby shore Mar. 1 had 
undoubtedly. been present on the Salton 
Sea since eady September. 

The ad. Reddish Egret present on s. San 
Diego Bay since at least Oct. 13 was sdll 
present Mar. 25 (EC, DWA). 

Swans to Hawks 

A Tundra Swan at Pt. Mugu N.A.S., Dec. 
18 (DL), another at Seal Beach, Orange, 
Dec. 28-29 (JF), and a 3rd near Lakeview, 
Riverside, Feb. 9 (R. Higbie) were the 
southernmost this winter. A blue-morph 
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Ross' Goose found at S.E.S.S., Dec. 26 

was still present Feb. 2 (TRC). 
A dark duck resembling an Am. Black 

Duck seen with Mallards at N.E.S.S., Jan. 
4-Feb. 22 (EAC) was not positively identi- 
fied; an Am. Black Duck reported from the 
Salton Sea in 1978 was treated as a proba- 
ble escapee, and one shot in N. California 
in 1911 remains the only one endorsed by 
the C.B.1LC. as a genuine vagrant. Thirty 
Eur. Wigeon scattered throughout the 
Region was an expected number. 

The •? Tufted Duck found at Saticoy, 
l•ntura, Nov. 28 remained through Dec. 6 
(ST) and was the only one known to be 
present in S. California this winter. A •? 
Harlequin Duck, rare in S. California, was 
on the coast at the Los Angeles/l•ntura line 
Jan. 7+ (TK). At least ten Oldsquaws along 
the coast was about average, as was an equal 
number of Black Scoters in the same area. 

Up to six Surf Scotors around the N.E.S.S. 
throughout the period (CMcG) were the 
only ones reported inland this winter. 

A Swainsons Hawk near Brawley, Impe- 
rial, Feb. 2 (GMcC) had probably win- 
tered locally. Along the coastal slope the 
ad. Zone-tailed Hawk present in Goleta, 
Santa Barbara, since Oct. 24 was still pre- 
sent Mar. 22 (JEL), the adult around Ojai, 
l•ntura, since Oct. 12 was still present 
Dec. 21 (KK), one was reported over 
Tustin, Orange, Dec. 22 (LS), another was 
reported around Escondido, San Diego, 
Dec. 27 (BHa) and Feb. 26 (BS), one was 
near San Diego Feb. 23 (LE), and an adult 
was in the foothills over Pine Valley, San 
Diego, Feb. 17 (MAP). Farther inland, 
where much rarer, an immature sporadi- 
cally roosted with Turkey Vultures near El 
Centro, Imperial, Dec. 4-Feb. 22 (ph. 
KZK). A "Harlan's" Re&tailed Hawk near 
Saticoy Jan. 4-Mar. 1 (WM) was one of a 
very few found along the coast of S. Cali- 
fornia, and another near Ridgecrest, Kern, 
Feb. 9 (DVB) was believed to be the same 
bird present at this locality each of the past 
10 winters. Seven Harris' Hawks around 

Borrego Springs all winter (RT) were the 
same birds first noted in this area in 1994, 

and another in the w. portion of the Ante- 
lope Valley Dec. 29 (TK) was believed to 
be the same bird first seen there in the 

spring of 1996. An imm. Broad-winged 
Hawk over El Segundo, Los Angeles, Jan. 
16 (DAN) was only the 2nd to be report- 
ed in winter since 1985-1986. Rough- 
legged Hawks were remarkably scarce this 
winter, with only four in the Owens Valley 
(T&JH), one in the Cuyama Valley, Santa 
Barbara, Dec. 31 (ST), and another at the 
Santa Ynez R. mouth, Santa Barbara, Mar. 
2 (BHi) being the only six reported. An 
ad. Crested Caracara feeding on a dead 
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Ruff foraging near Point Mugu, California, 
February 22, 1997. PhotograplVDon DesJardin. 

sheep near Brawley Jan. 31 (RHigson) was 
the 2nd to be reported in Imperial, but the 
condition of its wing-feathers suggested it 
had recently been in captivity. 

Plovers to Auklets 
Fourteen Pacific Golden-Plovers near 

Santa Maria, Santa Barbara, Dec. 29 
(MB), _<five near Port Hueneme, l•ntura, 
all winter (DDJ), and five-seven at Seal 
Beach throughout the period (DRW) were 
at traditional wintering localities. A Mt. 
Plover near Big Pine, Inyo, Dec. 16 
(T&JH) was probably a late migrant, but 
90 on the Carrizo Plain, San Luis Obispo, 
Feb. 24 (JSR), 95 near Lancaster, Los 
Angeles, Dec. 21 (KLG), and 175 near 
Lakeview Dec. 26 (SJP) were at inland 
wintering localities away from S.E.S.S., 
and 40 at Seal Beach Dec. 28-30 may be 
at the last wintering location on the coast. 

An oystercatcher photographed at Royal 
Palms Beach on the Palos Verdes Peninsula, 

Los Angeles, Jan. 18-Feb. 14 (BB) was, based 
on its plumage characters (Jehl in Neotropi- 
cal Ornithology 1985), a hybrid American x 
Black Oystercatcher. A Ruff was pho- 
tographed at a traditional wintering locality 
near Pt. Mugu N.A.S., Feb. 22-23 (DDJ). 

Three first-winter Franklids Gulls were 

found, with a late migrant on L. Henshaw 
Dec. 7-8 (CGE), a wintering bird at Dana 
Pt., Orange, Feb. 24 (JW), and the other 
in Coronado, San Diego, Feb. 18 (EC). 
The ad. Little Gull found in Corona Nov. 

8 was present through Dec. 13 (HK), and 
what was probably the same adult was pre- 
sent at nearby Hidden Valley Nature Pre- 
serve in Riverside Feb. 2-Mar. 25 (RHig- 
bie). The ad. Black-headed Gull found in 
Santa Barbara Nov. 26 was last seen Feb. 

28 (JEL). An ad. Lesser Black-backed 
Gull at Dana Pt., Dec. 8-Jan. 5 (JW) was 
believed to be the same bird present at this 
location during the past 2 winters. Two 
Mew Gulls far from the coast at the s. end 

of the San Joaquin Valley near Bakersfield 
Jan. 5 (MTH) were in an area where small 
numbers are proving to be present every 
winter. An ad. Yellow-footed Gull, decid- 

edly rare on the coast, was at Dana Pt., 

Jan. 11 (MTH, MAP). A first-winter 
Glaucous-winged Gull on Haiwee Res., 
Dec. 18 (T&JH) was the 2nd to be found 
in Inyo. We had more than the average 
number of Glaucous Gulls, as indicated by 
first-winter birds along the coast neat San 
Simeon Jan. 2 (GPS), at Morro Bay Dec. 
14 (JSR), the Santa Ynez R. mouth Dec. 
22-Feb. 19 (BH), Dana Pt. Jan. 9-19 
(JEP, BED), La Jolla, San Diego, Jan. 13 
(SW), on San Nicolas I., Feb. 1-2 
(MTH), a first-winter bird inland at 
S.E.S.S., Feb. 2-23 (TRC) and an adult 
there Feb. 8 (GMcC), along with _>two 
more first-winter birds in n. Baja Califor- 
nia (KLG, K&CR). A first-winter Black- 
legged Kittiwake photographed at 
S.E.S.S., Dec. 8 (CJE) was one of a very 
few to be found inland in S. California. 

A flying Parakeet Auklet was seen from 
San Nicolas I., Feb. 2 (MTH); this species 
is probably a regular winter visitor to the 
waters far off S. California, but--apart 
from dying and dead birds--is rarely, if 
ever, reported from shore. 

Doves to Woodpeckers 
The number of White-winged Doves win- 
tering along the w. edge of the Colorado 
Desert in e. San Diego increases each win- 
ter, with flocks of 10-15 present at multi- 

.m•,. "• 

A rare visitor to the desert regions of southern 
California was this Northern Saw-whet Owl in a 

Christmas-tree farm near Ridgecrest December 
6, 1996. Photograph/John C. Wilson. 

pie locations--such as Agua Caliente 
Springs and Yaqui Wells•throughout the 
period. Single White-winged Doves at 
Morro Bay Dec. 13 (GPS) and in Goleta 
Jan. 4 (DR) were along the coast, where 
rare in winter, and another in El Centro, 

Imperial, Feb. 8 (J&CF) is one of less 
than half-dozen ever reported in the s.e. 
portion of this Region in winter. An Inca 
Dove in Borrego Springs Dec. 22 (PA) was 
only the 2nd to be found in e. San Diego, 
but the established population in the 
Imperial Valley is expanding its range, so 
additional birds should be anticipated in 
this apparently suitable area. 

A N. Saw-whet Owl present at a Christ- 
mas tree farm near Ridgecrest Dec. 14 
into January (LS) is one of only a few to 
be found at such desert localities. 

Up to six Vaux's Swifts around Pasade- 
na, Los Angeles, in December (KLG) was 
less than normal and the only ones report- 
ed in the Region this winter; 20 years ago 
this species was far more numerous and 
widespread at this time of the year. 

A d' Broad-billed Hummingbird in 
Camarillo, l•ntura, Dec. 16 (HW) was 

probably one present at this location each 
of the previous 3 winters. Since Costa's 
Hummingbirds are not normally found n. 
of Santa Barbara-Goleta in winter, a 

female in San Luis Obispo Dec. 8 (JSR) 
was somewhat noteworthy. 

Eight Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers found 
along the coast would appear to represent 
a normal number. A Red-naped Sapsucker 
in Los Osos, San Luis Obispo, Jan. 5 
(M&PC) was a little to the northwest of 
where this species normally occurs in win- 
ter. A 9 Williamsods Sapsucker in Syl- 
mar, Los Angeles, Oct. 30-Jan. 24 (RB), 
another female in Lemon Heights, Orange, 
Dec. 29-Jan. 12 (BED), and a male on Pt. 
Loma in San Diego Dec. 2-Jan. 3 (G J) 
were w. of their normal range. 

Flycatchers to Vireos 
Three Least Flycatchers were reported, 
with a late fall migrant in La Jolla Dec. 
1-3 (K&CR), one present in Costa Mesa, 
Orange, Oct. 23-Feb. 17 (BED) for its 
2nd winter, and the 3rd in Newport 
Beach, Orange, Jan. 8-11 (JEP). A Ham- 
mond's Flycatcher in Westminister, 
Orange, Nov. 29-Dec. 17 (BED) was 
believed to be a late fall migrant, but 
another in L. Forest, Orange, Dec. 7-22 
(GLT) was believed to be wintering local- 
ly. Two Gray Flycatchers in Orange, one in 
Riverside, and another in e. San Diego were 
the only four reported; 20 years ago this 
was the "expected" Empidonax in winter. 
At least five "Western Flycatchers"were 
seen along the coast between Dec. l-Jan. 
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7, but one in Long Beach, Los Angeles, 
Feb. 15 (BED, JEP) was the only one later 
in the winter, suggesting most were late 
fall stragglers rather than wintering birds. 
The only E. Phoebe was one at O'Neill 
Regional Park in Orange Dec. 22-Jan. 11 
(GLT). The Dusky-capped Flycatcher 
found in Newport Beach Nov. 29 could 
not be found again after Dec. 6 (DRW), 
so was assumed to be a late fall straggler. 
Single Ash-throated Flycatchers in New- 
port Beach Jan. 5-7 (SS) and San Diego 
Dec. 21-28 (GJ) were the only reported. 
A Tropical Kingbird near Pt. Mugu 
N.A.S., Jan. 21-Feb. 9 (ST) undoubtedly 
spent the winter in that area. Up to two 
Thick-billed Kingbirds were in Pomona, 
Los Angeles, through Mar. 4 (SJP), after 
having been present since Sept. 9 and 
mid-November. A W. Kingbird in Tustin, 
Orange, Dec. 20 (JEP) was unusually late, 
but not believed to be wintering. An ad. 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher photographed in 
Long Beach, Los Angeles, Jan. 17-Feb. 23 
(KJ) is one of a very few known to have 
wintered in California. 

A Bank Swallow photographed near the 
Santa Ynez R. mouth Feb. 22-23 (BHi) is 
one of a very few found in California in 
winter. Small numbers of Barn Swallows 

are present in S. California every winter, 
especially so around the Salton Sea. How- 
ever, reports such as that of 20 at Oso 
Flaco L., San Luis Obispo, Jan. 10 (JSR), 
eight on n. Vandenberg A.EB., Santa Bar- 
bara, Dec. 8 (BH), 24 at the Santa Ynez 
R. mouth Jan. 24 (BH), three near Saticoy 
Dec. 24 (ST), three near Chino, San 
Bernardino, Dec. 5 (JEP) and_<15 in 
Irvine throughout the period (BED) indi- 
cate more than normal present this winter. 

The Pinyon Jay frequenting a feeder in 
E1 Centro since Nov. 15 remained through 
Mar. 16 (J&CF). A Winter Wren in 
Riverside Feb. 9 (MAP) was a little farther 
south than normal. A Blue-gray Gnat- 
catcher in Ft. Independence, Inyo, Jan. 31 
(A&LK) was unexpected, since this species 
normally withdraws from this area of Cali- 
fornia in winter. A Townsend's Solitaire in 

Newport Beach Jan. 5 (DRW) was on the 
immediate coast, where unexpected. 

A Wood Thrush at Mt. Home Village 
in the foothills of the San Bernardino Mrs. 

near Redlands, San Bernardino, Dec. 
21-24 (EAC) was most unusual, since 
there is only one previous record of this 
species in California in winter. A Sage 
Thrasher in Costa Mesa Jan. 3-5 (JEP) 
was along the coast, where unusual in win- 
ter. The imm. N. Shrike found in Inde- 

pendence, Inyo, Nov. 20 remained 
through Feb. 6 (A&LK). 

A Bell's Vireo in Newport Beach Jan. 5 

(BED) was presumed to be wintering 
locally. Slightly less than the expected 
number of Solitary Vireos were found 
along the coast, with V.s. cassinii out- 
numbering V.s.plumbeus as expected, 
but a "Blue-headed" Solitary Vireo 
(V.s. so/itarius), a casual straggler to Califor- 
nia, was carefully identified on s. Vanden- 
berg A.F.B., Santa Barbara, Dec. 22 
(JMC). 

Wood Warblers to Buntings 
Three Tennessee Warblers were found, 
with one at Santa Barbara Jan. 7-13 
(JEL), another in Ventura Dec. 24 (JSR), 
and the 3rd in Costa Mesa Jan. 8-11 
(BED). Six Nashville Warblers along the 
coast was slightly less than expected in 
winter. A N. Parula at Rio Hondo, Los 
Angeles, Dec. 21 (PS) was probably a very 
late fall vagrant, but a male in Brawley 
Feb. 2 -April 9 (RHigson) was clearly 
wintering locally. As usual, a few Yellow 
Warblers were found wintering along the 
coast and around the S.E.S.S., as indicated 

by >20 reported from those areas; howev- 
er, one near Victorville, San Bernardino, 
Jan. 5 (CMcG) was in an area where 
unrecorded at this time of the year. Small 
numbers of Hermit Warblers regularly 
winter along the coast of California, with 
most of these along the central coast, and 
with very few s. of San Luis Obispo, so one 
near Santa Maria Dec. 29 (JMC), two in 
Santa Barbara Jan. 4 (JEL), one in Irvine 
Dec. 27-Jan. 5 (BW), one in Oceanside 
Jan. 1 (DWA), and _<two in Coronado 
Dec. 21-Jan. 12 (EC) were of interest. A 
• Black-throated Green Warbler found in 

National City, San Diego, Nov. 27 was still 
present Mar. 31 (DWA). A Prairie Warbler 
found in Burbank, Los Angeles, Mar. 10 
(GP) had undoubtedly been present all 
winter. Six Palm Warblers w. of the moun- 

tains was less than we have become accus- 

tomed to in winter. A Bay-breasted War- 
bler in Mission Viejo, Orange, Nov. 
26-Dec. 7 (JEP) appeared to have been a 
very late fall straggler. Ten Black-and- 
white Warblers along the coast was aver- 
age, but an Am. Redstart in Oceano, San 
Luis Obispo, Feb. 11 (KMH), another in 
Wilmington, Los Angeles, all winter (MH), 
and a 3rd near Redlands, San Bernardino 
Jan. 8 (RMcK), along with a N. 
Waterthrush spending its 5th winter 
(DRW) in Newport Beach, were fewer of 
these 2 species than we have become 
accustomed to. A Worm-eating Warbler in 
San Pedro, Los Angeles, Nov. 23-Jan. 30 
(MH).and another in Ventura Jan. 6-25 
(DDJ) were evidently attempting to win- 
ter locally. Wilson's Warblers may have 
been a little more numerous than usual 

along the coast, since >_25 were found. A 
Kentucky Warbler in Los Osos, San Lms 
Obispo, Dec. 15-Feb. 28 (BTM) was the 
2nd to attempt wintering at this exact 
location. The Painted Redstart found near 

Goleta Oct. 3 remained through Mar. 9 
(JEL), but the one in San Diego Oct. 30 
disappeared at the end of November, 
when the eucalyptus upon which it was 
feeding were severely pruned. 

A 9 Hepatic Tanager in Sylmar Dec. 8 
(MSM) was believed to be the same bird 
present at this location during the past 3 
winters. At least 15 Summer Tanagers 
along the coast was a little more than 
expected, and single birds near N.E.S.S , 
Jan. 4 (sJp) and in Brawley Nov. 23-Dec 
8 (TRC) were inland where rare at th•s 
time of the year. Only 15 W. Tanagers 
were reported from along the coast, but 
one in Banning, Riverside, Jan. 21 
(RMcK) and another in Brawley Dec. 8 
(MAP) were inland, where much more 
unusual. Seven Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 

along the coast, most frequenting feeders, 
was an average number for this time of the 
year, but six Black-headed Grosbeaks in 
the same area was more than usual. 

Sparrows to Finches 
A Green-tailed Towhee in Costa Mesa all 

winter (JEP) and another in Ventura Dec 
21 (DDJ) were both a little to the north- 
west of areas of regular occurrence. Three 
Clay-colored Sparrows was expected, with 
one at Morro Bay Dec. 21-Jan. 19 (JSR), 
another in Goleta Dec. 30-Jan. 11 
(MAH), and the 3rd in Costa Mesa from 
December-Feb. 17 (JSB). A Brewer's 
Sparrow in Mission Viejo Dec. 21-28 
(RAH) was close to the coast, where now 
considered unusual. The Lark Bunting 
found in Bishop, Inyo, Nov. 10 remained 
through Feb. 24 (J&DP), and another was 
nearby in Big Pine Dec. 28 (T&JH). Up 
to three Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrows at 
Morro Bay all winter (JSR) and another at 
Upper Newport Bay Nov. 24-Mar. 23 
(BED) were frequenting saltwater marsh- 
es, where small numbers regularly winter, 
but an immature at H.D.L., Dec. 6 (GB, * 
S.B.C.M.) was inland, where rarely found 
Swamp Sparrows were decidedly scarcer 
than in recent winters, with only six 
reported. Likewise, White-throated Spar- 
rows were much scarcer than usual, but 

eight Harris' Sparrows scattered through- 
out the Region was close to average. 

Two Lapland Longspurs near Port 
Hueneme Dec. 1 (ST), another near 
Palmdale, Los Angeles, in early December 
(KLG), and a 3rd near Lakeview Dec. 1 
(DG) were probably fall migrants, but 
three near S.E.S.S., Dec. 29 (MB) were 
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Providing a sixth record for California, this Streak-backed Oriole (photographed January 3, 1997l 
remained for three months in a small park in Huntington Beach. Photograph/Monte M. Taylor. 

probably wintering locally. The only 
Chestnut-collared Longspurs reported 
were two near Lakeview Jan. 51 (CMcG). 

A Rusty Blackbird near Port Hueneme 
Dec. I (R&PK) was probably a fall 
vagrant. A Common Grackle pho- 
tographed in Torrance Mar. 3-17 (MH) 
was the first to be found in Los Angeles. A 
d • and 9 Orchard Oriole together in 
Goleta Jan. 4 (RJ), a female spending its 
2nd winter in Santa Barbara Dec. 3-Jan. 4 
(HPR), a male in Ventura Mar. 1 (DDJ), 
and two females together in Newport 
Beach Jan. 5-25 (DRW) was a little more 
than normal. A Hooded Oriole, rare in 
winter, was in Grover Beach, San Luis 

Obispo, Jan. 8 (CD), another was in Santa 
Ynez, Santa Barbara, Dec. 31 (HS), a 3rd 
was in Carpinteria, Santo Barbara, Dec. 6 
(RWH), and a 4th was near Santa Paula, 
Ventura, Dec. 21 (JT). A Streak-backed 
Oriole in Huntington Beach, Orange, 
Dec. 29-Mar. 27 •JEP) was the 6th to be 
found in California and the 2nd in winter. 

Five Baltimore Orioles along the coast was 
an average number, but 30 Bullock's Ori- 
oles in the same area would appear less 
than expected--these birds are normally 
associated with flowering eucalyptus in 
winter. Small numbers of Scott's Orioles 

regularly spend the winter at such desert 
localities as Borrego Springs at the e. base 
of the San Diego mountains, but a male in 
joshua woodland near Lancaster Dec. 29 
(TIO was far from this area. In addition, 
four were found along the coast, with one 
near Santa Barbara Jan. 5 (SB), _•two near 
Santa Paula Dec. 21-Feb. 15 (DDJ), and 
another in Sylmar Dec. 31 0NP). 

Four Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches in 
Big Pine Jan. 13 (T&JH) were at an 
unusually low elevation. An Evening Gros- 
beak at Inkopah Jan. 12 (RH) is one of a 
very few to be found in Imperial. 

Correction 

The report of 600-700 Short-billed Dow- 
itchers on Rosamond L in the Antelope Val- 
ley (AFN50:330, 1996) should be deleted. 

Contributors (county coordinators in bold- 
face): Paulette Ache, Douglas W. Aguillard, 
Suzanne Barrymore, Richard Barth, Bob 
Beckler, David V. Blue (C.B.R.C. Secre- 
tary), Jeffery S. Boyd, Gerald Braden, Mar- 
garet Brown, Eugene A. Cardiff (San 
Bernardino), Jaime M. Chavez, Therese R. 
Clawson, Elizabeth Copper (San Diego), 
Michael and Peggy Craig (M&PC), Brian 
E. Daniels, Don DesJardin (I4ntura), Clau- 
dia Dorr, Tom M. Edell (San œuis Obispo), 
Claude G. Edwards, Lisa Ellis, Richard A. 
Erickson, Christopher J. Escott, John Fitch, 
Jim and Carol Flowers (J&CF), Mary Free- 
man, Kimball L. Garrett (œos Angeles), 
David Goodward, K. Melody Hamilton, 
George and Joan Hardie (G&JH), Bob 
Hargas (BHa), Robert A. Hamilton, Robert 
W. Hansen, Matthew T. Heindel (Kern), 
Mitch Heindel, Tom & Jo Heindel (Inyo), 
Roger Higbie (RHigbie), Roger Higson 
(RHigson), Brad Hines (BHi), Mark A. 
Holmgren, Richard Jeffers, Ginger Johnson, 
Karen Johnson, Tim Kastelle, Rohr and 
Paul Keller (R&PK), Howard King, 
Andrew and Leah Kirk (A&LK), Karl 
Krause, Kenneth Z. Kurland, Virginia Laws, 
Joan E. Lentz (Santa Barbara), Dee Lyons, 

Bob T. Maytum, Chet McGaugh, Robert 
McKernan (Riverside), Kathy C. Molina, 
William Moramarco, Steven G. Morris, 

Duane A. Nelson, Nancy Pachana, Jim and 
Debby Parker (J&DP), Michael A. Patten, 
Stacy J. Peterson, Gerald Phillips, James E. 
Pike, Kurt and Cindy Radamaker (K&CR), 
Hugh E Ranson, Dan Rathbun, John L. 
Roser, Richard Rowlett, James S. Royen 
Michael San Miguel, Larry Schmahl, Brad 
IC Schram, Peter Sharpe, Susan Shealdey, 
Brad Sillasen, Arnold Small, Gregory E 
Smith, Hugh Smith, Reed Smith, Becky 
Sproul, Lee Sutton, Robert Theriault, John 
Tiffeny, Gerald L. Tolman, Steven Tucker, 
Stanley Walens, Hal Wasserman, Richard E. 
Webster, Joel Weintraub, Bill Wimley, Dou- 
glas R. W'fllick (Orange), Dennis and Carol 
Wysong (D&CW). An additional 50_+ 
observers who could not be individually 
acknowledged submitted reports this season. 

--Guy McCaskie, San Diego Natural 
History Museum, Balboa Park, P.O. Box 
1390, San Diego, CA 92112. 
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