
and a Snow Bunting at Merritt Island 
N.W.R., Jan. 4 (both A&RS). Four 
Bronzed Cowbirds were a first for the Ft. 

Myers CBC, possibly boding trouble. Two 
c• Baltimore Orioles were at Belle Glade 

Marina Feb. 24 (LA, M. Wilkinson), and 
there were c• Bullocks Orioles at Tampa 
Feb. 4 (L. Saul) and Key West Feb. 6 (JO). 
Reports specifying ad. males are gratifying 
since iramatures and females of these 

species are difficult to separate on their 
wintering grounds. A House Finch in Win- 
ter Haven Feb. 7 (E. & K. Roberts) provid- 
ed the 2nd Polk report for this species. 

Addendum 

A Leach's Storm-Petrel, found washed 
ashore but still alive on Clearwater Beach 

Oct. 8, 1996, died the next day (*G. 
Woolfenden, A.B.S. ). An imm. Black- 
legged Kittiwake, found injured near the 
Skyway Bridge, Pinelias, Jan. 14, 1996, 
died Feb. 7 (*G. Woolfenden, A.B.S.). 

Corrections 

In Field Notes Vol. 50, No. 3., the Black- 

legged Kittiwake (p. 271) was first found 
by R. and M. Sokol. The Warbling Vireo 
(p. 272) was later reidentified as a 
Philadelphia Vireo from its photograph 
and videotape. 

In Vol. 50, No. 5. The Pin-tailed Why- 
dah was seen on Boca Chica Key, Biscayne 
N.E, Dade. 

Contributors: Reports were compiled in 
part by the Florida Ornithological Field Ob- 
servations Committee, Bill Pranty, state 
compiler (475 Easy Street, Avon Park Air 
Force Range, FL 33825), and members 
Linda Cooper (115 Lameraux Rd., Winter 
Haven, FL 33884), Gail Menk (2725 
Peachtree Street, Tallahassee, FL 32304), 
and Peggy Powell (2965 Forest Circle, Jack- 
sonville, FL 32257). My thanks to them, to 
subregional editors, and to the many ob- 
servers, whether cited or not. Observers or 

contributors cited with initials: Jim Ca- 
vanagh, Duncan Evered, Paul Fellers, C. 
Geanangel, A. and B. Hansen, Brian Hope, 
M. Har tsaw, Gall Menk, Rex Rowan, A. and 

R. Smith, Gary Sprandel, P. Timruer. 
•Richard L. lY&st, 2808 Rabbit Hill 

Road, 7•llahassee, FL 32312. 

Ontario 
Region 
RON RIDOUT 

As might be expected in a region as large 
as Ontario, weather conditions across the 

province were diverse--as were trends of 
various birds. Temperatures across the 
south and central portions were above 
average in December, encouraging a few 
migrants to linger, though a cold snap in 
late November removed the possibility of 
most temporal rarities. While tempera- 
tures throughout the province were about 
normal after December, snow levels were 

extreme in many regions, with only the 
"deep" south escaping unscathed. 

The season's owl invasion mirrored the 

previous winter's record movement, 
though on a slightly smaller scale. Num- 
bers of Great Gray Owls were lower than 
1995-1996, though still impressive. Sur- 
prisingly, Boreal Owl sightings more than 
doubled the previous winter's tally. With 
only a few scattered sightings across the 
south, winter finches remained largely in 

the central and northern regions, and there 
only in average numbers. Evening Gros- 
beaks were virtually nonexistent, except for 
the northwest portions of the province. 

Notable rarities were few and far 

between, with only a Yellow-billed Loon 
deserving mention here. All rarities men- 
tioned in this report are subject to approval 
by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. 

Abbreviations: Pelee (Pt. Pelee N.P. and 
vicini{y); P.E.Pt. (Prince Edward Pt., Prince 
Edwan•. Algonquin, Presqu'ile and Ron- 
deau are Provincial Parks. Place names in 

italics refer to counties, districts, or region- 
al municipalities. 

Loons to Waterfowl 

An above-average 11 different Red-throat- 
ed Loons were observed into December, 

mainly on the lower Great Lakes. The 
most northerly were at Kincardine Dec. 1 
(PM,DF) and Ottawa Dec. 22 (TB). An 
imm. Yellow-billed Loon, the province's 
first in many years, lingered at Pt. Abino, 
Niagara, Jan. 2-7 (JL, m.ob.). A Pied- 
billed Grebe was exceptionally late at 
Cornwall Jan. 14 (BD), while one at Dun- 
das lasted until Feb. 9 (RE), v.o.). Red- 
neckeds lingered late at Gore Bay Jan. 1 
(TL) and Ottawa Dec. 28 (BD), while 
two lasted until Dec. 9 at Algonquin 
(RT). Sightings of an imm. N. Gannet 
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may have involved two birds. One was at 
Kingston Dec. 21 (KE), while another was 
sighted at Hamilton Dec. 22 (RS, JO, 
RSn) and Toronto later the same day (RS). 
Another gannet sighting at Toronto Dec. 
28 (GC) likely involved the bird seen 
there previously. The previously reported 
Am. White Pelican remained at Wheatley 
Harbour until Dec. 14 (m.ob.). Individual 
Double-crested Cormorants, which lin- 

gered until Jan. 11 at Wheatley Harbour 
(AM) and Ottawa (JC,BD), were record 
late. A Great Egret seen at Jasper Dec. 8 
(PS) was exceptionally late for the 
province, particularly that far northeast. 

Totals from the Jan. 12 Mid-winter L. 
Ontario Waterfowl Inventory are listed in 
Table 1. In general, numbers for most 
species were up, with the grand total 
exceeded only by 1996's record. Dabbling 
ducks were evenly distributed along the 
lake, while diving ducks were broken into 
2 groups, with scoters and Oldsquaw more 
numerous in the east and scaup and Corn. 
Goldeneye best represented in the west. As 
might be expected, Canada Geese were 
everywhere (WE). Tundra Swans continue 
to remain later and in increasing numbers. 
Four-hundred swans were at Port Stanley 
Dec. 14 (MS), 2960 were Long Pt., Dec. 3 
(RK), and well to the east 80 were at Wolfe 
I, Frontenac, Jan. 7 (K.EN.). The first 
northbound Tundra Swans arrived early 
and en masse, with 1500 at Long Pt., Feb. 
21 (m.ob.) and 750 at Rondeau Feb. 23 
(KB, JB), the highest counts of numerous 
scattered sightings across the southwest. As 
the Trumpeter Swan reintroduction con- 
unues, sightings are increasing and more 
widespread. These included a family group 
of one adult and four young at Peterbor- 
ough Jan. 19 (m.ob.); the pair remaining 
along the Rideau Canal, Leeds Grenville, 
though the female was found shot in Janu- 
ary (MH); and an immature found dead of 
unknown causes at Pitrock L., Oxj3ra• Jan. 
5 (JMH). Sightings of Greater White- 
fronted Geese continue to increase, though 
3 different winter sightings were exception- 
al. These included one each at Ottawa 

Dec. 6 (BD) and Hamilton Jan. 12-26 
(KM et al.), and four birds together at St. 
Clair N.W.A., Jan. 3 & 5 (PAW, JH). 
Much the same is true for the more 

numerous Snow Goose, with 18 at Pelee 
Jan. 28 (JK), an exceptional number for 
the date. High counts apart from the L. 
Ontario Inventory involved 1140 Ring- 
necked Ducks and 1350 Ruddys at Long 
Pt., Dec. 3 (RK) and 15,000 White- 
winged Scoters at P.E.Pt., Dec. 8 (K.F.N.). 
A N. Shoveler at Johnstown Jan. 2 (BD) 
was record late there. Three Tufted Ducks 

represented about the usual recent winter 

Table 1. Lake Ontario Mid-winter 

Waterfowl Inventory - January 12, 1997 

Tundra Swan 23 

Trumpeter Swan 6 
Mute Swan 196 

Greater White-fronted Goose 1 

Snow Goose 7 

Canada Goose 27,150 
Wood Duck 2 

Green-winged Teal 7 
American Black Duck 1470 

Mallard 13,359 
Northern Pintail 24 

Northern Shoveler 36 

Gadwail 446 

American Wigeon 38 
Canvasback 100 

Redhead 776 

ß Ring-necked Duck 25 
Greater Scaup 13,610 
Lesser Scaup 1745 
scaup sp. 491 
King Eider 5 
Harlequin Duck 2 
Oldsquaw 50,592 
Black Scoter 12 

SurfScoter 26 

White-winged Scoter 9299 
scoter sp. 1010 
Common Goldeneye 16,049 
Barrow's Goldeneye 3 
Bufiqehead 3037 

Hooded Merganser 16 
Common Merganser 6303 
Red-breasted Merganser 567 
Ruddy Duck 35 
duck sp. 599 

Total 147,067 

tally and included an imm. male at Toron- 
to Feb. 1 (NM), a female there Feb. 8 
(AA), and a male at Burlington Feb. 16-17 
(JCr et al.). Sightings of King Eiders 
totaled >15 birds, all on L. Ontario, with 
the highest count of four at P.E.Pt., Jan. 12 
(JE, RDW). Harlequin Ducks numbered 
>20 birds and were widely scattered on the 
Great Lakes. The hotbed was Sault Ste. 

Marie, with the six birds remaining on the 
St. Mary's R. from the previous period 
(EC). An imm. c• Harlequin at Cotnam I., 
RenjSew, Dec. 15 & 21 (BD) was the only 
bird away from the Lakes. While certainly 
increasing in recent years, the total of 12 
Barrow's Goldeneyes (four of which-were 
females) was amazing and unprecedented. 
The increased number of female sightings 
is almost certainly due to increased observ- 
er awareness. Most of the birds were on e. 
L. Ontario and the St. Lawrence and 

Ottawa Rivers. A male at Stoney Cr., Jan. 
5-12 (JO, JHe) and a female there Feb. 23 
(JI, RP) were the farthest west. Interesting- 

ly, a male at Cotnam I., RenjSew, Jan. 15 
(BD) was considered a Common x Bar- 
row's hybrid. 

Raptors to Gulls 
Several late migrant Turkey Vultures were 
noted in the southwest, though individuals 
at Vineland Jan. 6 (AS), near Rondeau Jan. 
12 and Feb. 7 (KB), and in the Hagersville 
area Jan. 18-26 (MSt) were likely attempt- 
ing to overwinter. Bald Eagle sightings 
totaled 93, on par with last year, but down 
from the recent winter average. Concentra- 
tions included 12 and 10 on the Minde- 

moya and Gore Bay CBCs, respectively 
(JLe), 11 at Ivy Lea Jan. 26 (HK), 11 at 
Baie du Dor, Bruce, Feb. 28 (DF), and, in 
the south, a record eight on the Long Pt. 
CBC Dec. 21 (RR). One at Atikokan sur- 
vived the entire winter, living on garbage at 
the dump (DE). Golden Eagle reports 
totaled six, at least half the usual recent 

winter tally. An Am. Kestrel that spent the 
winter at Barrie I., Manitoulin (TL), was n. 
of the usual winter range. Merlin sightings 
totaled 18, about the recent average. Indi- 
vidual Peregrines were at Toronto I., Dec. 
8 (CM), Dundas from Dec. 10+ (JO, v.o.), 
Turkey Pt., Dec. 21 (AWa), Wiarton Dec. 
21 (SG), Hamilton Dec. 26 and Jan. 5-14 
(RC, v.o.), and Pickering Jan. 1 (GCa). A 
total of 10 Gyrfalcons fell short of the 
recent winter average of 15 sightings. The 
most southerly was at Pt. Abino Jan. 4 
(DS, v.o.). 

A Virginia Rail found at Odessa Jan. 15 
(MM) managed to survive through the 
period. Meanwhile, a Sora discovered at 
Cambridge Jan. 4 (WW) survived until at 
least Feb. 21. A record 17 Sandhill Cranes 

lingered at Long Pt. well into January 
(m.ob.), part of a recent trend of this 
species attempting to winter in that area. 
Another wintering bird remained at Ban- 
nister L., Waterloo, from Jan. 1 into Febru- 
ary (GH). Two birds at Pelee Feb. 23-Mar. 
9 (JMc, v.o.) were present nearby Feb. 7 
and may have wintered in the area. A warm 
spell across the south during the 3rd week 
of February brought the first two returning 
Killdeers to Walsingham Feb. 21 (PC). 
Four Purple Sandpipers remained at Nia- 
gara Falls until at least Dec. 22 (WD). One 
was at Consecon the same day (DT), while 
two were at Presqu'ile Jan. 5 (SL). Two 
Dunlin were still at Cayuga Dec. 4 (JM). 

Very late jaegers included individual 
Pomarines at Toronto Dec. 29 (CM, NM) 
and Jordan Harbour Jan. 12 (RK et al.), a 
dark-phase Parasitic at Pelee Dec. 1 (AW), 
and an unidentified bird at Hamilton Dec. 

1 (KM). An imm. Laughing Gull at 
Toronto Jan. 31 (DP) furnished a very rare 
mid-winter record. One of Niagara's Cali- 
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Present since the middle of October, this 
Sdasp/mms hummingbird (e'•ber Rufous 
or Allen's) managed to hang on in Essex 
County, Ontario, until December 15, 1996. 
Photograph/Jim Rynn. 

fornia Gulls remained until Dec. 7 (WD, 
v.o.). Lesser Black-backed Gull sightings 
amounted to an average 22 birds, the most 
notable of which were individuals in 

OxJ3rd at Wildwood L., Dec. 7 (JMH), 
and Beachville Feb. 23 (JMH). An excep- 
tional count of 75 Glaucous Gulls was 

made at the Sudbury dump Dec. 14 (JLe, 
CW). Record high counts of Great Black- 
backeds involved 2410 at Ottawa Dec. 22 

(BD) and 3295 at Cornwall Jan. 14 (BD). 
Seven different Black-legged Kittiwakes 
lingered at various locations on Lakes Erie 
and Ontario and were all iramatures. The 

latest was at Toronto Dec. 23 (CM, NM). 
An very rare imm. Ivory Gull surprised 
observers at Moore Pt., Durham, Jan. 1 
(MH, S&PH) as it flew E, only to be seen 
the same day at Port Hope (GC,HC). The 
bird was found again at Presqu'ile Jan. 4-5 
(MR, m.ob.). 

Owls to Thrushes 

For the 2nd consecutive year, the winter's 
incursion of owls was the major news. 
Numbers of Great Grays did not quite 
match the record movement of 

1995-1996, but were still widespread and 
impressive. Over 100 birds were actually 
reported across the n. and c. regions, with 
another 150-200 estimated by one com- 
piler in e.c. Ontario. Numbers of North- 
ern Hawk Owls and Boreals far exceeded 

any previous winters records, with report- 
ed sightings totaling 29 and 43, respec- 
tively. Both species' sightings were widely 
spread in c. Ontario. Boreals pushed far- 
ther south, with the most southerly found 
starving at Innerkip Jan. 30 (CT), for 
Oxford's first record. Several other 
birdswere found dead along roadsides, vic- 
tims of collisions with vehicles. The most 

notable concentration was on Toronto's 

Leslie St. Spit, where four birds were 
found Feb. I (BR). 

Essex} Selasphorus hummingbird hung 
on at a Union feeder until Dec. 15 (GF), 
while a bird reported as a Rufous lasted at 
a feeder in Goderich until Dec. 19 (MW). 
A Belted Kingfisher at Algonquin Jan. 4 
(DTo) was pushing the envelope for open 
water. Red-bellied Woodpeckers contin- 
ued to do well with increased numbers 

wintering well north, including three in 
Bruce (DF) and three different birds on 

Manitoulin I. (JLe). The only reported 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was at Pelee Jan. 
27 (TH). A Black-backed Woodpecker 
was at Palgrave C.A., Peel, Feb. 9-23 (FP). 
With reports of one there just about every 
other winter, the area might warrant a 
search in breeding season. A N. Flicker, 
well north at Thunder Bay, was last seen 
Jan. 12 (TT). 

An E. Phoebe lasted until at least Dec. 

21 along Big Cr., Nor•lk (RR,GW). The 
first northbound Horned Larks arrived in 

s. Ontario during the 3rd week of Febru- 
ary. A count of 250 at Sweaburg Feb. 17 
(JMH) was the largest reported. A Gray 
Jay nest with eggs discovered at Dwight 
Feb. 15 (DTo) set a record-early date for 
egg laying. Palgrave's attraction for n. 
species continued with a Com. Raven Feb. 
23 (DM, AA). Considering the species' 
decline over the past couple of years, indi- 
vidual Carolina Wrens at Lively Dec. 9-21 
(A&JLa, JLe), Gloucester Dec. 15-29 
(BD), Peterborough Jan. 1 (DSa), and 
Kincardine Jan. 4 (MP) were surprising. A 
winter House Wren is a surprise anywhere 
in s. Ontario, even more so was one at 

Apsley Dec. 28 (CJ). The only Townsend's 
Solitaire of the winter was found at Nor- 

can L., Frontenac, Feb. 2 (RB, CL, RCu). 
A total of three Varied Thrushes was below 

the recent winter average. Individuals 
included a male at Brockville Jan. 1-2 
(CMc) and birds at Bartie from 
January-Feb. 16 (m.ob.) and Parry Sound 
from January-Feb. 14 (m.ob.). 

Mimids to Finches 

A N. Mockingbird that wintered at Don- 
wood (m.ob.) was exceeded only by anoth- 
er that accomplished the same feat at 
Atikokan (DE). Both were well north of 
the species' usual range in the province. A 
Brown Thrasher that lasted until Jan. 10 at 
Matachewan (LT) was apparently not as 
luc•. Bohemian Waxwings were generally 
noted only in the northwest, so two at 
Rondeau Feb. 23-26 (KB, JB) were an 
exceptional find. A White-eyed Vireo at 
Pelee Dec. 3-7 (TBi, GCa, BP) represented 
Essex} 4th winter record in the last 4 years. 

Yellow-rumped Warblers are often found 
on several CBCs across s. Ontario, though 
one at Mindemoya Dec. 21 (JLe) and 
another that wintered at Owen Sound 

(DF) were exceptional. The 23 at P.E. Pt., 
Dec. 21 (K.EN.) provided a good count 
there. Notable lingering warblers induded a 
record-late Orange-crowned at Thunder 
Bay until Dec. 21 (SB, m.ob.), a Pine at St. 
George Jan. 7 (KBo), a Palm at Ft. Erie Jan. 
1 (FRet al.), a record-late Black-and-white 
at Wolfe I., Frontenac, Dec. 27 (ES), and 
individual Ovenbirds at Hamilton Dec. 

1-12 (PW) and Toronto Dec. 8 (CM). 
A Summer Tanager suddenly appearing 

at a feeder somewhere in s. Ontario in 

December is no longer that astounding. 
However, three different birds was excep- 
tional. These birds, all females, were at 
Kingston Nov. 25-Dec. 31 (Kv, m.ob.), 
Lyndhurst Dec. 20-Jan. 2 (RJ, m.ob.), 
and Toronto from Dec. 25+ (JCa, m.ob.). 
The lone Dickcissel of the period spent 
the winter at Princeton from Dec. 3+ 

(DC, v.o.). December sightings of Chip- 
ping Sparrows are often scattered across 
the s. part of the province, and this winter 
was no exception, with >16 birds reported 
and likely a few more on some of the 
CBCs. However, individuals at Minden 

Dec. 20 (RT, DTo, RP, JI), Gore Bay Dec. 
22 (JLe), and even Matachewan Dec. 22 
(LT) were exceptional. A Vesper Sparrow 
at Atikokan Dec. 21 (DE, PHo) was 
equally astounding. A Grasshopper Spar- 
row at Amherst I., Lennox Addington, Jan. 
1 (S&GP) was record late there, and fur- 
nished one of the province's few winter 
records. Late Fox Sparrows were found at 
Minden Dec. 20 (RT, DTo, RP, JI) and 
Almonte Feb. 6-28 (JF et al.). A Lincoln's 
Sparrow near St. Williams Dec. 21 (MJ, 
MM) was record late there. A White- 
throated Sparrow at Burk's Falls Jan. 2 
(RT, DTo) was late that far north, while 
78' White-crowneds in one flock at Leam- 

ington Dec. 23 (MB et al.) represented a 
very high count. The only Harris' Spar- 
rows were at Marathon Dec. 22 (WC) and 
Morgan's Pt. Niagara Feb. 1-7 (JL et al.). 
"Oregon" Dark-eyed Juncos were reported 
from Turkey Pt., Dec. 21 (JM, SM, FD), 
Dorland, Oxford, Dec. 25-Feb. 28 
(JMH), and Middletown, Hamilton lY&nt- 
worth, Feb. 22 (RD, BC). A Yellow-head- 
ed Blackbird at Pelee Dec. 3 (GCa) was 
the only reported during the winter. Two 
Rusty Blackbirds at Atikokan Jan. 29 (DE) 
were exceptionally rare there in mid-win- 
ter, as was one that wintered at Mat- 
achewan (LT). Three Brewer's at Red Rock 
Dec. 21 (RSw) were very late but may 
have had the good sense to leave. Late Bal- 
timore Orioles were at St. David's Dec. 2 
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(KR) and Presqu'ile Dec. 14 & 20 
(R&MCa). Most winter finches remained 

in the c. and n. regions of the province, 
and nowhere were they in exceptional 
numbers. Scattered sightings of both 
crossbills were reported in only a few loca- 
tions in the south. The only Hoary Red- 
poll report came from the north at Arm- 
strong Jan. 26 (SP, NE, JA). Evening 
Grosbeaks were absent across most of the 

province, except for the far northwest. 

Subregional editors (boldface), contribu- 
tors (italics), and cited observers: A. 
Adamo, J. Allair, R. Andtie, M. Bain 
(MBa), T. Beck, T. Bigg (TBi), M. Blag- 
durn, K. Boyle (KBo), R. Bracken, S. 
Bryan, D. Bucknell, J. Burk, K. Burk, R. 
& M. Cameron (R. &MCa), G. Carpen- 
tier (GCa), J. Carscadden (JCa), E Car- 
son, B. Charlton, J. Cheff, T. Cheskey, W. 
Climie, G. Coady, D. Coulson, J. Cram 
(JCr), H. Curtie, R. Curry, R. Curtis 
(RCu), E. Czervdnski, E Deiter, B. DiL- 
abio, R. Dobos, W. D'Anna, W. Edmunds, 
K. Edwards, D. Elder, J. Ellis, N. Escott, 
D. Fidler, G. Fisher, J. Fowler, S. Giilck, 
C. Goodwin, J. Haggeman, M. Hendrick, 
G. Hentsch, J. Heslop (JHe), T. Hince, 
M. Holder (MHo), S. & E Holder, J.M. 
Holdsworth, J. Iron, M. Jennings, R. 
Johnson, C. Jones, J. Keenleyside, H. 
Kelly, Kingston Field Naturalists, R. Knap- 
tor• S. LaForest, J. Lamey, T Land, A. & 
J. Larson (A.&JLa), J. Lemon (JLe), C. 
Lewis, M.McDonald, J. Macey (JMa), A. 
Matthews, J. McCoy (JMc), C. McFadden 
(CMc), C. McLauchlan, K. McLaughlin, 
A. Mess (AMe), P. Middleton, J. Miles, S. 
Miles, M. Mills (MMi), D. Milsom, N. 
Murr, J. Nicholson, J. Olinsteal, M. Parker, 
S. &G. Paul, S. Phippen (SPh), E Pinilia, 
R. Pittaway, B. Prentice, P. Read, B. Reid, 
P. Richter (PRi), A. Rider, R. Ridout, M. 
Robinson, K. Roy, P. Sadderly, D. Sadler 
(DSa), D. Sherony, A. Smith, R. Smith 
(RSm), M. Smout, R. Snider (RSn), R. 
Stamp, M. Street (MSt), E. Swainson, R. 
Swainson (RSw), R. Tafel (RTa), L. 
Taman, C. Tattersoil, J. &J. Thomson, T. 
Tough, D. Tozer (DTo), R. Tozer, D. 
Tyerman, K. vanCott, A. Walde (AWa), E 
Watts, R.D. Weir, C. Whitelaw, G. Whit- 
worth, M. Williamson, W. Wilson, P.A. 
Woodliffe, A. Wormington, B. Wyatt. 

Ron Ridout, Long Pt. Bird Observato- 
ry, P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan, ON, Canada 
NOE 1MO. 

Appalachian 
Region 

GEORGE A. HALL 

This was the winter that wasn't. At the 

Pittsburgh weather station, all three 
months were warmer and drier than nor- 

mal. Lakes and ponds did not freeze over 
until mid-January, when the only period 
of extremely low temperatures occurred. 
During late January and most of February, 
short periods of very mild weather alter- 
nated with short periods of moderately 
cold weather. During the mild February 
weather the ice disappeared early. There 
was very little snow except in the extreme 
north and at higher elevations. 

On the local scale, the birding was dull 
and uneventful. Some reporters felt that it 
was the poorest season within memory. 
However, when information from all sta- 

tions was combined, the Region had a 
fairly decent season. The mild December 
induced a number of species to remain 
later than usual, and the open water pro- 
duced some good duck flights. Conse- 
quently, most locations had successful 
Christmas Bird Counts. Indeed, some 
areas had record-high counts for individ- 
ual species. Many of these 
stragglers stayed through 
January. By mid-February, 
the northbound duck 

flight had started, but 
except for meadowlarks, 
grackles, and Red-winged 
Blackbirds, the passerine 
migration had not begun 
by the end of the period. 

Perhaps the impression 
of a dull season was pro- 
duced by the nearly total 
lack of irruptive species. 
The so-called "northern 
finches" were almost com- 

pletely missing, and with 
the mild weather, those 
species that did occur had 
little incentive to visit feed- 

ers. While in aggregate the 
species list for the Region 
was quite long, none was 
in large numbers. Most 
species showed a pattern of 
being totally absent at 
many places and moder- 
ately numerous at others. 

Abbreviations: B.E.S.P. (Bald Eagle S.P., 
Centre Co., PA); B.ES.P. (Beech Fork S.P., 
•yne Co., W!0; Ch.N.E ( Chattahoochee 
N.F., GA) G.B.W.M.A. (Green Bottom 
W.M.A., Cabell Co., WV); M.C.EH. 
(Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan Co., 
/CO; P.I.S.P. (Presque Isle S.P., Erie Co., PA); 
P.N.R. (Powdermill Nature Reserve, West- 
moreland Co., PA); R.C.B.L. (Robert C. Byrd 
Locks, Ohio R., Mason Co., WI0; Y.C.S.E 
(fOllow Creek S.P., Indiana Co., PA). 

Loons to Herons 

Red-throated Loons are unusual winterers 

in this Region, but there were December 
reports of stragglers from the good fall 
migration: Y.C.S.E, Dec. 4 (GL), P.I.S.P., 
Dec. 7 & 8 (JM), Keystone L., Armstrong; 
PA Dec. 31 (SG), and s. Hoiston L., VA 
Dec. 1 & 3 (WC, LM). There were a few 
reports of small numbers of Corn. Loons 
in December, but the only later reports 
were Pymatuning L., PA Jan. 5 (RFL) and 
EI.S.E, Jan. 17 (JM), and a few wintering 
birds on the 4 lakes in the Johnson City 
area of Tennessee (RK). 

Pied-billed Grebes were more numer- 

ous-and more widespread in occur- 
fence--than usual, with a high count of 
170 at S. Holston L., TN Feb. 3 (RP, SP). 
A few Horned Grebes wintered in n.e. 

Tennessee (RK), and other reports came 
from Conneaut L., PA Dec. 7 & 21 (RF1, 
RCL), Wood, WV Feb. 20 (JE), and 
Augusta, VA Jan. 8 (YL). The only Red- 
necked Grebe was at Conneaut L., PA 
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