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EXPLORING 

ANTAKCTICA 
THE FALKLAND ISLANDS 

IIi 

JANUARY 26- FEBRUARY 10, 1998 

OPTIONAL EXTENSIONS TO EASTER ISLAND OK THE LAKE 
DISTRICT AND PATAGONIA 

Far to the south lies a land of dazzling snowfields, crystalline 
glaciers and dramatically carved ice mountains soaring above 
an untamed frozen wilderness. There are no human sounds 

in this land of primeval beauty, only the wild cries of birds, 
seals, and whales echoing across a vast expanse of land and sea. 

Next winter, the National Audubon Society invites you to 
experience the wonders and grandeur of a land where few 
have ever set foot as we discover the worldõ last frontier-- 

the great White Continent. Ornithologist Geoffrey S. LeBaron, 
editor and coordinator of the annual Christmas Bird Count 

for the past ten years, will accompany Audubon participants 
on this incredible voyage. 

Our voyage takes place during the austral summer, when the 
weather is best and temperatures are moderate and days long. 
Penguin chicks are hatching and it is common to see elephant 
seals along the beaches. Zodiac landing craft--swift and sturdy 
motorized rubber boats developed by Jacques Cousteau--carry 
us from the ship to virtually anywhere along the coast. We will 
sail aboard the five-star 170-passenger Hanseatic. 
The Hanseatic is a sturdy ice-class vessel, and 
represents state-of-the-art in expedition cruising. 
We hope that you will join National Audubon ' 
Society Nature Odysseys on this splendid 
expedition and count yourself among the •'• 
privileged few who have experienced the 

wonders of the White Continent. For a '"%,,,,,•,, .. 
detailed brochure, call Beth Ryan ,Z'T.Q.2.•'•',,,, 
today at 212-979-3066. 
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From the 
Editor 

National Audubon 

Society is proud to 
announce a newly estab- 
lished alliance with the 

American Birding Asso- 
ciation, the leading 
national association of 
expert birders. 

Our two organiza- 
tions propose to promote 
together the collection, 
by active field birders, of 
data crucial to under- ' - 

standing the population dynamics and 
conservation needs of North American 
birds. The new alliance between 
Audubon and ABA concerns Field Notes 

within the larger context of a project 
called BirdSource. Led by Audubon 
and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 
North America's field birders will track 

the changes in the continent's bird pop- 
ulations. 

The American Birding Association 
will contribute initially by assuming 
responsibility for Field Notes, and hopes 
soon thereafter to organize a project 
to identify migratory landbird stopover 
sites that will be part of BirdSource. 
The content and distribution of Field 

Notes will be strengthened and we will 
facilitate a more smooth and thorough 
flow of information within the bird 

community as a cooperative project dur- 
ing a two-year transition period, begin- 
ning with the Autumn 1997 issue, and 
with ownership transferring to ABA 
thereafter. 

National Audubon Society will con- 
tinue to manage the Christmas Bird 
Count as a separate programmatic, 
financial, and editorial entity from Field 
Notes. 

National Audubon Society and the 
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology are 
building BirdSource. BirdSource will 

build the informational resources 

required to set the bird conservation 
agenda for Audubon as well as the rest 
of the country. Much of the work will 
be done on the Internet, with instanta- 
neous data entry, mapping of bird 
ranges, graphing of population trends, 
and a wide variety of other information 
on bird population dynamics and 
conservation priorities. 

The American Birding Association, 
as a participating member of Bird- 
Source, plans to assist scientists in 
assembling a master database that 
distributes, in "real time," the best 
information available on bird migration 
and seasonal dynamics across the 

diverse habitats of North 
America. Audubon and 

Cornell are already ex- 
perimenting with Bird- 
Source using data from 
Project FeederWatch. 
Audubon's Christmas 

• Bird Count will soon be 
added to the growing 
database. 

This alliance promises 
to be exciting and fruit- 
ful for all of the partici- 
pants, including you, 

our readers. More information will soon 
follow from Audubon and the ABA. 

Stay tuned!! 
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During 1995, our nation will observe the 50th anniversary 
of Franklin Roosevelt' s deatk You are invited to plant a tree 
grown from seeds hand-picked from the trees that grow at 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt' s home. In your own yard, you 
can plant a white oak from Hyde Park, New York, or a red- 
bud or southern magnolia from Warn Springs, Georgia. The 
small trees are the direct offspring of FDR's own trees and 

Roosevelt arranged for thousands of unemployed people to 
work on reforestation projects and as president he made the 
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) a centerpiece of his 
strategy for putting people back to work. Thus the tree sym- 
bolizes FDR' s effort to rebuild the country and his faith in 
the future. 
To mark the 50th anniversary of his death, the Franklin 

are guaranteed to grow. Each 
small tree comes in a complete 
planting kit with a special certifi- 
cate issued in observance of the 
50th anniversary of FDR's deatk 
As Governor of New York during 

the Great Depressior• Franklin 

"FORESTS ARE THE LUNGS 

OF OUR LAND, PURIFYING 
THE AIR AND GIVING FRESH 

STRENGTH TO OUR PEOPLE." 

and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute 

and AMERICAN FOP•S•$ are spon- 
soring this commemorative tree- 
planting program and you are 
encouraged to join us. Place a toll- 
free call to 800-320-TREE and 
receive information at no cost. 

Pcal•k Cari•œForSZ s J ß A• Forests•i•ce 1875. __ 
To receive a current tree selecnon booklet at no cost, write: AuE•ou,• Fo•ms F•ous •v Hism•c T•Es, 8555 Plumruer Road, Jacksonville, Florida 32219 or call 1-800-320-TREE 
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How to Read 
the Regional 
Reports 
Birds have no respect for range maps. Bird 
distribution in North America is constantly 
changing, as birds expand their ranges into 
new areas, disappear from former strong- 
holds, or alter their patterns of migration. 

Our knowledge of bird distribution is 
also changing constand• as discoveries con- 
tinue to come in. Keeping up with all these 
developments is a challenge for ornitholo- 
gists, conservationists, and birders. 

The Regional Reports, published four 
times a year, contain a wealth of information 
about our dynamic birdlife. To those seeing 
the reports for the first dme, they might ap- 
pear difficult or technical, but they are not;, 
anyone with any birding experience will find 
the reports easy to understand. We invite 
you to read the report from your area of the 
continent; we predict that the information 
there will alternately surprise you and 
confirm your ideas about birdlife in your re- 
gion. To help you get started, here are an- 
swers to some questions that may occur to 
first-time readers. 

What kind of information is included, and do 
the Regional Editors report everything that's 
reported to them? 

Regional Editors do not report every sight- 
ing of every bird. Such a list would be huge, 
unwieldy, and not very useful. Instead, they 
solicit reports from as many observers as 
possible, screen the records for accuracy, 
choose those that are most significant, look 
for trends and parterns of occurrence, con- 
nect scattered bits of information, and ulti- 
mately come up with a concise, readable 
summary of the real bird news--the impor- 
tant arian events and trends of the season 

throughout their region. 

Why are there abbreviations in the text? 

We abbreviate some frequendy used words 
and phrases to save space. Most are easy to 
understand and remember. (See the follow- 

ing list of abbreviations.) In addition, some 
Regional Editors use shortened versions of 
the names of birding hot spots; they list 
these local abbreviations in a separate para- 
graph, just after the introductory comments 
and just before their main species accounts. 

What do the initials in parentheses mean? 

Most records published in each report will 
be followed by initials, to indicate the 
source, the person(s) who found or reported 
the bird(s) mentioned. The initials may be 
followed by etal. (short for etalia, meaning 
"and others"), or preceded byfide (literally, 
"by the faith of"•meaning that this is a sec- 
ond-hand report, and the person cited is the 
one who passed it to the Regional Editor). 

There are good reasons for giving credit to 
the observers involved. Readers may be reas- 
sured about the accuracy of surprising sightings 
ifthey knowwho the observers were; researchers 
who want to know more about a certain record 

may be able to contact the observers directly. 

Who sends in their s'tghtings? 
All observers are invited to send in notes to 

their Regional Editors: details on rate sight- 
ings, species that were scarcer or more numer- 
ous than usual during the season, unusual con- 
centrations on migration, and so on. Reading 
the reports for your region for a few seasons is 
the best way to find out what kinds of informa- 
tion are desired. Although the Regional Edi- 
tors cannot cite every record that they receive, 
every contributor helps them to produce a 
more thorough and accurate summary. 

Why are some bird nantes in heavier type? 
We use boldface type to draw attention to 
outstanding records of rare birds. General 
categories of birds that the Regional Editors 
would place in boldface would include: any 
species that has been recorded fewer than IO 
times previously in a given state or province; 
any new breeding record for a state or 
province; or any bird totally outside estab- 
lished patterns of seasonal occurrence. (For 
the most part, records are not boldfaced un- 
less they are backed up with solid details or 
photographs.) Birders who like to know 
about rare birds (and most of us do) can get a 
complete rundown of the seasons outstand- 
ing rarities by scanning all the Regional Re- 
ports for those boldfaced birds. 

What are the sedio.s marked "S3L" ? 

"S.A."stands for"Special Attention" (and, by 
coincidence, is pronounced "essay"). The 
purpose of the essays is to draw attention to 
noteworthy phenomena or trends. 

Likely topics include new population 
trends or new patterns of bird distribution, 
unusual invasions or migration events, field 
research projects that have yielded new data, 
specific conservation problems that have an 
impact on birdlife, or detailed discussion of 
some outstanding (or perplexing) rare bird 
record. Experienced readers make it a point 
to flip through all the reports and read all the 
S.Ks, even in regions where they do not read 
the rest of the text. 

Standard Abbreviations 
uSed In Regional Reports 

Abbreviations • in'pl ace names: 
In most regions, place names given in iralid 
type are counties. Other abbreviations: 

C• Creek 
'Ft, Fort 

Hwy: Highway 
I. Island 9r Isle 
I•, Islands or Isles 
Jct. Junction 
km dli,meter(s) 
L Lake 

mi mile(s) 

;Mt, M9untalh 0r •m 
Mts. Mountains. 

N.F. Nadgdal For•t 
N.M.: Niti0nal •nument 

N.p. Nati•n• Park 

EE: Provincial Park 
Pen i Peninsula 

pt: Point (not Port) 

,Res. ,Reservoir (no 5 tl•ervation) 
S.P. State Park 
W. Ma•. '•ldlife Managemeni Area 

Abbreviatigns usedlnthe names of 

Am• Amed• 
Corn. Common 

E. Eastern 

'Eur. .Euro• or Eur•ian 
ML Mountain 
N. Northe rn 
S. Southern 

Other abbreviations and symbol• referring 
to birds: 

ad. adult, 
imm, imamre 
juv. juvenal Or juvenile 
sp. species 

v.t video taped, 
J' means that written details were' 

submitted for a sighting 
• means that a specimen • 

c• male 
• female 

CBC Chdstm•Bir•Cbunt 
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Northern Great Plains 

The j311owing report was inadvertently left out 
of the Fall 1996 issue of National Audubon 
Society Field Notes: 

RON MARTIN 

Something of a repeat of last spring, tem- 
peratures were well below average. Lake 
Audubon in central North Dakota sported 
ice until May 8. Precipitation was actually 
below average in some areas, but a good 
snow pack and the cool, cloudy weather, 
plus the remains of last years high water 
levels brought this springs water levels even 
higher, with lots of road flooding in North 
Dakota. Ponds and reservoirs in eastern 

Montana were filled this spring, and Medi- 
cine Lake was at full management level for 
the first time since the early 80's. 

Prairie vegetation was set back signifi- 
cantly by the cool weather, and leaves did 
not appear on trees in much of North 
Dakota until the end of May. In South 
Dakota, despite the cool weather and leaf- 
less trees, migration was fairly normal with 
a fair number of early dates. In North 
Dakota and Montana almost every observ- 
er noted that most species arrived and 
peaked one to two weeks late. The first 
real influx of passerines was May 17-19, 
and migration was still in full swing at the 
end of May. Many wintering species lin- 
gered into May. 

The highlight of the season occurred in 
Montana with the first record for Lesser 
Goldfinch. 

Loons to Ducks 

The 18 Com. Loons in McLean and Mercer, 

ND, Apr. 28 doubled the previous spring 
high for that state (REM, GBB), and the 
species peaked at 50 in the Fort Peck, MT 
area Apr. 17 (CC). Double-crested Cor- 
morants peaked at 1300 in Grand Forks, 
ND, May 2 (ELF), and >300 nests were in 
newly flooded trees at Devil's L., ND May 
19 (REM). A Least Bittern May 3 in 
Burleigh, provided the earliest ever record 
for North Dakota (HCT). 

Waders again appeared in big numbers, 
with the high water levels in the e. Dako- 
tas. Early arrivals in South Dakota includ- 
ed Great Blue Heron Mar. 1 in Brookings 
(BKH), Great Egret in Davison Apr. 5 
(JDM), Snowy Egret in Bon Homme Apr. 
6 (RM), and Cattle Egret Apr. 12 in 
Brown (JCS). In North Dakota no less 
than 12 reports of Great Egret were 
received, including the belated details of 
the long-awaited first state nesting record 
last summer at Tewaukan N.W.R. (KA). 
B•rds returned to Tewaukan this spring, 

and two nests were found at Devil's L., 

May 19 (REM). A 3rd nesting area was 
found in late May when Great Egrets were 
noted carrying nesting material at Dewaid 
Slough in Kidder, ND (KR). In Montana 
a Great Egret was at Bowdoin May 17-21 
(SJD). North Dakota had three Snowy 
Egrets, and 8 Cattle Egret reports included 
peaks of 45 at Devil's L., May 19, and 80 
at DeWaid Slough June 1. Also at Dewaid 
Slough, a Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 
made an appearance in late May (KR). 

A large goose movement occurred in 
North Dakota Apr. 8 & 9. Nesting duck 
numbers in North Dakota were estimated 

at 4 million, 155% above the long-term 
average, the highest on record since 1948 
(U.S.EW.S.). A Greater Scaup was noted 
at Bowdoin May 17 (SJD), and five were 
at Ft. Peck May 10 (CC). The species 
peaked with a new North Dakota high 
count of 260 in Grand Forks Apr. 23 
(ELF). An Oldsquaw was very late at 
Bowdoin May 27 (SJD). 

Eagles to Hummingbirds 
Bald Eagles were again nesting in Brown, SD 
(DAT), and a new nest with one young was 
discovered in Meade May 13 (fide DB). A N. 
Goshawk displayed courtship behavior in 
Pembina, ND May 25 (NDBS). There is no 
confirmed nesting for that state. A large 
Red-tailed Hawk movement was noted in 

North Dakota April 5-9, with the peak in 
Grand Forks Apr. 7 when 450 were counted 
in 2 hours (DOL). Of the 400 migrant Red- 
tails notedApr. 5 & 6 in n. c. North Dakota, 
approximately 10% were dark-morph indi- 
viduals, and _>two rufous-morph birds were 
noted (REM, GBB). An incredible 80 
Rough-legged Hawks were tallied in Grand 
Forks, ND Mar. 21 (ELF). Merlins made a 
good spring showing with 26 reports. 

Yellow and Virginia rails were again pre- 
sent in good numbers in North Dakota, 
and a Virginia was early in South Dakota 
Apr. 26 at Brookings (DN). North Dakotas 
6th record of Common Moorhen was fur- 

nished by a bird in Stutzman May 26 (LB). 
Shorebird numbers were very low in North 
Dakota, but made a fair showing in South 
Dakota. Early in South Dakota were Am. 
Avocet Apr. 6 in Brown (DAT), and Long- 
billed Curlew Mar. 16 in Meade (NBH). 
Four W Sandpipers were in Burleigh, ND 
May 8 (HCT, CDE). Rare in Montana, the 
White-rumped Sandpipers peaked at .five 
May 23 at Bowdoin (SJD). 

A Thayer's Gull at Fargo Apr. 9 (CMN, 
CAS) and three there Apr. 13 & 28 GEN) 
were documented. There are only 4 previ- 
ous spring records in North Dakota. Only 
10 Burrowing Owl reports were received. 
The species appears to be declining rapidly 

HYBRID DUCKS 

A contribution towards an inventory 

Eric & Barry Gillham 

Published 1996 ISBN 0 9511556 0 2 

Pages:lO4(incl.16 of colour photos) 

B.L.Gillham,P.O.Box 563,Wallington, 
Surrey SM6 9DX, ENGLAND. 

Air mail to U.S.A. - œ16.00 
Incl.packing & postage 

Sterling cheque or draft drawn 
in the UK. Cheques payable to 
B.L.Gillham. 

in North Dakota. An unusual number of 

Long-eared Owl nests were noted, with 
four in South Dakota and three in North 

Dakota. Two nests at Salyer N.W.R., ND 
May 19 were only 150 yards apart (GBB, 
MN). The wintering N. Hawk-Owl in 
Grand Forks, ND remained to March 14 
(ELF). Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were 
again present in unusual numbers in w. 
North Dakota and one individual made it 

to Medicine L., May 26 (LK), for about the 
8 th Montana record. 

Woodpeckers to Warblers 
A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was far west in 
Custer, SD May 18 (VDF). Two W. Wood- 
Pewees were early in Lawrence, SD May 9 
(VDF), and an Alder Flycatcher was docu- 
mented at Bowdoin May 23 (SJD). The sta- 
tus of Alder Flycatcher in Montana is still 
uncertain. A Purple Martin at Ft. Peck, May 
17 provided about the 20th Montana record 
(CC, SJD). Tree Swallows were early Mar. 
26 in Bennett, SD (LCS), and the species 
peaked with a new state high of 2300 in 
Grand Forks, ND May 22 (ELF). 

A Carolina Wren was noted in Brown, 

SD May 24 (JCS), and a Rock Wren was e. 
in Ramsey, ND May 19 (REM). Sedge 
Wrens were numerous throughout the e. 
two-thirds of North Dakota. A Varied 

Thrush was in Custer, SD Mar. 6 (NRW), 
and a very late individual was along the 
Marias R., MT, the last weekend of May (D 
and KS). Northern Shrikes remained to late 
April or early May in all 3 states. An Am. 
Pipit was unusually early Mar. 16 in Clay, 
SD (DS), and for the 2nd consecutive year 
the center of Sprague's Pipit distribution 
seems to have shifted to the w. third of 

North Dakota. 

The vireo peak in Grand Forks, ND, 
occurred in early June (ELF). A Blue- 
winged Warbler provided a first w. river 
record in Custer, SD May 18-19 (KD, 
JSP), and a Golden-winged at Minot, ND 
May 29 furnished the 2nd record for Ward 
(REM). An incredible 700 Yellow Warblers 
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THE ROOTS OF THIS TREE 

SPREAD CLEAR ACROSS THE WORLD. 

They are part oF the land. Which is boundaYy 

to the water. Which is partner to lhe sky. Which- 

are 'all connected to us. Because everything is 

connected, choosing one environmenta c•use 

can be hard. But now, helping one, or all, is 

easy. It's c•alled Earth Share. It:s over thirty 

oF the world's most respected e.nvironmental 

charities v•orking together under on•e name• You 

can-give through your office. And you will be 

helping to make sure}he roots that joiff nature 
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For ove r 100 years, the 
birding community has 
.turned to Bansc•h & LombP 
binoculars. Our optical 
instruments eombine the 

very latest technology with 
the expertise of the workt's 
leading ornithologists, 

Simply put, our Elitd • 
binoculars are the world's 

finest. By incorporating 
the finest optical glass and 
PC-3 TM Phase Correction 
Coating, the •ite 
provides • an 
incredible 
1596 increase - 

in resolution and clarity over 
conventional binoculars. 

The Elite binocular is available 
in waterproof/fogproof 
models, in either 8x42 or I•x42 
optical configurations. 

The NationalAudubon S•ciety endorsed Custom Series includes 
the 8x36, 10x40 and convenient 7x26 

• Custom. compact. 

They are o-ring sealed 
and nit•oger/.purged for 
waterproof/fogproof 
protection. Elites feature 
extende,d eye rehef and • 
extreme close near focus. 

•tail from • PIover" pair•ed by naturalist Cindy House, 
Who uses Bausch & Lomb optics for her field observations. 

BAUSCH 
& LOMff 
Binoculars. 

Our Custom © Series 

carries the endorsement 
of the National Audubon 

Societ• Designed specifically 
for birding, Custom 
binoculars feature BAK-4 

porro prisms and multi: 
coated lenses for high image 
detail resolution and 

superior light transmissior• 

The PrernierHDR 

1S-45x60rnrn spotting 
scope is available 
with a 45-degree 
or Straight Thru 

eyepiece. 

PremierHDR TM 

spotting scope 
incorporates multi- 
coated optics and other 
superior design features 
for unequaled resolution, 
brightness and clariS. 

www.bushnell.comlbirdinglhome.html 

For the Bausch & Lomb binocular dealer neare_st you or for our latest optics brochure, please call us at (800) 423-3537. 
Bausch & Lomb is a registered trademark of and used under license from Bausch & Lomb Incorporated. 


