
and July 26-29 in Little River (CM). A 
Black-billed Cuckoo in Shelby, TN June 2 
(JRW) could have been a very late 
migrant, or, conceivably, nesting. Surpris- 
ingly far east were single Scissor-tailed Fly- 
catchers in Drew and Lonoke, AR June 14 
& 19, respectively (WMS). Latest ever for 
s.c. Louisiana in spring--but only by 5 
days--was a c• Am. Goldfinch in Tangi- 
pahoaJune 19 (PD- 

Corrigenda 
The following records by Gene and Shan- 
non Knight reported in last ycar's summer 
season report (NASFN49 (5): 937-941) 
are from n.c. Mississippi, and not from 
the Starkville area, as reported: Pied-billed 
Grebe, Ring-necked Duck, Am. Coot, 
Lark Sparrow (all Tallahatchie), and 
Anhinga (three in Grenada and one in Tal- 
lahatchie). 

Contributors (sub-regional editors in 
boldface): Ric Atkinson, Harry Blanchet, 
Roger J. Breedlove, Fred Brocrman, Adam 
M. Byrne, Steve Cardiff (Louisiana), Ed 
Case, David Chapman, Mary Coldrcn, 
Cadc Coldrcn, Daniel L. Combs,Margaet 
Copeland, Jennifer Coulson, Tom Coul- 
son, W.G. Criswcll, W. Marvin Davis, 
Billy Delaney, Donna Dittmann 
(Louisiana), Chris Dorgan, Robert Dun- 
can (n.w. Florida), Thomas A. Edwards, 
Ginger K. Ensor, Karen Fay, Bill Fontenot, 
Ben C. Garmon, Larry E Gardelid, Gay 
Gomez, Wanda Green, Mark A. Greene, J. 
B. Guinn, Grcg Guirard, Dolores Her- 
rington (DsH), Don Herrington (DnH), 
Sherry Hirsch, Greg D. Jackson (Alaba- 
ma), Jerry Jackson (Mississippi), Joe 
Kleiman, Joanne Klciman (JnK), Gent 
Knight, Sharon Knight, Sterling S. Lacy, 
Particia Lanier, Becky Lester, Gail Mar- 
cello, Liz Marcello, Francis Markinc, 
Garn Markinc, Steve W. McConnclll, 
Tom McKinncy, Charles Mills, Mike 
Mlodinow, Nancy Moore, M.J. 
Musumcchc, Mac Myers, David Muth, 
Kenny Nichols, LaDonna Nichols, Glen 
Ousset, Helen Parker (Arkansas), Max 
Parker (Arkansas), Dwight Peakc, Bryan 
Piazza, Robert D. Purrington, Van Rem- 
sen, D. Roark, Terry Schicffcr, William 
Shcphard, Kimberly Smith, Steven J. 
Stedman (Middle Tennessee), Ragan Sut- 
ter field, Mark Swan, Bill Vcrmillion, 
Martha Waldron (W. Tennessee), David 
Wiedcnfeld, Melissa Wicdcnfcld, J. R. 
Wilson. 

--Robert D. Purrington, Dept. of 
Physics, Tulane Universi{y, New Orleans, 
LA 70118 (rdp@rosebud. phy. tulane. edu). 

Prairie 
Provinces 
Region 
RUDOLF F. KOES AND PETER TAYLOR 

Southern Alberta was generally dry, but 
some severe thunderstorms in the south- 

east in July locally impacted ground-nest- 
ing birds. Rainfall was above average in 
Saskatchewan, where warm weather pre- 
vailed from mid-June to early July, but the 
remainder of the period was cool and wet. 
Conditions were more seasonal in south- 
ern Manitoba. Northern Manitoba was 
cool and wet in June, resulting in a poor 
shorebird nesting season. Frequent rainfall 
kept most prairie sloughs topped up, 
resulting in a good nesting season for 
many water birds. This situation was 
marred by a severe outbreak of botulism at 
Whitewater Lake, Manitoba, that killed 
more than 80,000 birds by mid-August. 

Local concern was expressed about low 
numbers or poor breeding success of several 
species: Pied-billed Grebe and Black-crowned 
Night-Heron in Saskatchewan; American 
Avocet and Wilsods Phalarope in southeast 
Manitoba; both F•stern and Western king- 
birds in Manitoba and Saskatchewan; and 
Least Flycatcher, Chipping Sparrow, and Bal- 
timore Oriole in southeast Alberta. 

Grebes to Hawks 

At least seven Clark's Grebes accompanied 
50 W.. Grebes at the c. end of Cypress L., 
SK June 13 (RKr); two Clark's Grebe 
chicks and three adults were found at Vale- 

port, SK July 5 (BL). Great Egrets visited 4 
Alberta localities: two at Rochon Sands 

P.E, June 1 (MA1, IS) and singles s. of Cal- 
gary May 30-June 2 (m.ob.), near Big Hill 
Springs P.E, June 12-14 (CG, m.ob.) and 
s. of Rocky Mr. House June 25 (JM, ABr). 
A Snowy Egret was seen at Nicolle Flats, 
SK June 18 (KS). Cattle Egrets made a fair 
showing, with two at Oak Hammock 
Marsh June I (DFa, GG, RKo, PT), four 
e. of Craven, SK July 1 (SB), and singles at 
Reed L., SK July 15 (MD and e. of Katep- 
wa, SK in late July (fide RH). A Green 
Heron visited Fish Creek EE near Calgary 
May 30-June 5 (AS, ph. TK, m.ob.). 
Three pairs of White-faced Ibises nested at 
Pakowki L., AB in late July (MAn), and 
one was among the botulism victims at 
Whitewater L., MB (fide CCt). 

Three swans, possibly Trumpeters, were 
at Oak Hammock Marsh June 29-30 
(GG, RZ). A Greater White-fronted 
Goose lingered at Pelican L., MB June 14 
(RKo), and a probable escapee of the 
"Greenland" race, A. a. flavirostris, was 
identified at Ryley, AB July 4 (BH). The 
cold spring apparently triggered a lot of 
egg-dumping by Wood Ducks in Win- 
nipeg: One nestbox custodian found a 
phenomenal 234 unhatched eggs in 20 of 
26 boxes (fide PW). A c• Harlequin Duck 
was e. of the breeding range at Beaverhill 
L., AB June 13 (TT), and a Barrow's 
Goldeneye visited Turtle L., SK June 
4(MC). Flocks of 200 Buffleheads were 
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Gree. Hero. at Fish Creek Park, near Calgary. 
Aiberta, Ju.e 3, 1996. Photograph/Terry 
Korolyk. 

noted in Saskatchewan at Cypress L., June 
13 and Pelican L., June 16 (both RKr); 
<_three Buffleheads were seen at Churchill 
in early July (m.ob.). Over 60 Swainson's 
Hawks were soaring near Del Bonita, AB 
July 5 (TD), an unusual date for such a 
concentration. A 46% nest-failure rate and 

productivity of only !.48 fledged young 
per successful nest were the 2nd-worst fig- 
ures in a 30-year study of Swainson's 
Hawks in Saskatchewan (SHs). Ferrugi- 
nous Hawks also fared poorly, with 30% 
failure and 2.24 young per successful nest 
in Saskatchewan (SHs), and fewer than 50 
young fledged by 58 pairs in s.w. Manito- 
ba (KD). Red-tailed Hawks seemed to 
take over vacated Swainsons and Ferrugi- 
nous hawk territories, but did not appear 
to fare any more successfully. A Rough- 
legged Hawk summered at Oak Ham- 
mock Marsh (RZ, RKo), and another was 
at Pierson, MB July 10 (AW, KD). 

Rails to Woodpeckers 
At least 10 Yellow Rails were calling in the 
Qu'Appelle Valley n. of Regina June 14 (BL) 
and another >six were near Semans, SK June 
20 (CP); _<two were also reported near 
Raven, AB June 7-18 (JRo), and three were 
near Irricaua, AB July 4 (JS, SHo, JC). Rare 
in s. Alberta was a Virginia Rail near Brooks 
June ! 1 (WS). Two unbanded Whooping 
Cranes summered at Provost, AB (ES, fide 
RD). Preliminary census figures totaled 
1338 Piping Plovers in Saskatchewan, 276 
in Alberta, and 58 in Manitoba (PG). Twen- 
ty ad. and two imm. Black-necked Stilts 
were found at Antelope Cr., near Brooks, AB 
July 17 (WS); this species appears to be 
slowly expanding its range in Alberta (PS). 
Among the few large shorebird concentra- 
tions reported were 500 Am. Avocets, 250 
Marbled Godwits, and 10,000 "peeps"at 
Pakowki L., July 27 (WS); 800 Long-billed 
Dowitchers at Wolf L., e. of Calgary, July 22 
(BG); and _<7000 Red-necked Phalaropes 
near Innisfree, AB July ! 3-25 (RD). 

A Parasitic Jaeger was both rare and 
early at Turtle L., SK July 28-30 (MC, 
AC). Gull highlights were largely limited 

to Churchill: a Franklin's Gull June 20 
(fide BC), a maximum of seven Little 
Gulls June 7 (WINGS tour, fide BC), a 
Lesser Black-backed Gull June 1, and a 
Great Black-backed Gull May 19 (both 
BC). Spectacular indicators of a late spring 
were 15 Sabine's Gulls at Turtle L., SK 

June 20, following one June 12 (MC). 
Exceptional anywhere but Churchill was a 
Ross' Gull at Oak Hammock Marsh June 
3 (CCs, RKo). A Caspian Tern was unex- 
pected at Saskatoon July 16 (MC). An 
excellent concentration of 400 Black Terns 

occurred near Irricana, AB July 28 (TK). 
A Black Guillemot visited Churchill July 
10 & 12 (DFa). 

A Band-tailed Pigeon was seen at Bre- 
ton, AB June 12-19 (NF), another was 
photographed at Tofield, AB June 25-July 
I (RP), and a 3rd wandered E to Delisle, 
SK July 25-Aug. 1 (TLa, SS et al.). Few 
observers reported more than one-two 
Black-billed Cuckoos all season. Alberta's 

3rd Yellow-billed Cuckoo was found at 

Dinosaur P.P., July 9 (GD, DH). Reduced 
to about 4 pairs near Melita, Burrowing 
Owls are now on the brink of extirpation 
in Manitoba (KD). A Corn. Poorwill was 
calling n.e. of Taber, AB June 9 (LB). 
Vaux's Swifts returned to the Prince of 

Wales Hotel, Waterton Lakes N.E, with a 

maximum of nine, June 29 (RT). Single 
d' Rufous Hummingbirds graced 
Saskatchewan feeders at Turtle L. in June 
(DBe) and near Hodgeville July ! 6-18 
(MP). Two Red-headed Woodpeckers 
were confirmed June 30 at Medicine Hat, 
AB (BV, BS), where one had been report- 
ed sporadically since February, and one 
appeared at White Bear L., SK June 22 
(DS). Up to four Black-backed Wood- 
peckers near Churchill in mid-July includ- 
ed at least one nesting pair (DFa, JJ). 

Passerines 

A Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was unusual at 
Jasper townsite, AB June 19 (AJ), as was a 
nesting pair of Great Crested Flycatchers 
near Innisfree, AB (LR). Eastern Kingbird 
sightings at Churchill May 31 (AM), June 
6 (ph. MS), and June 24 (fide BC) perhaps 
involved only one bird. Out-of-range was a 
summering Red-breasted Nuthatch at 
Taber, AB (LB) and another at Churchill 
July 14 (DFa). Up to four d' Marsh Wrens 
summered at the n. entrance to Waterton 

Lakes N.E, where the species was previous- 
ly considered accidental (WS, CW, PS). A 
family of five Ruby-crowned Kinglets fur- 
nished an unusual breeding record at Was- 
cana Park, Regina, July 18 & 20 (ABe). 

Nearly 800 Mt. Bluebirds fledged from 
205 boxes in the Medicine Hat area (fide 
DBa); in Saskatchewan, most early nests 

North of usual limits was this Eastern Kingbird 
at Churchill, Manitoba, June 6, 1996. Photo- 
graph/Mark Stevenson. 

of this species failed, but there was good 
re-nesting success (SHs). Thirteen Gray- 
cheeked and ! ! Swainsons thrushes were 

unusually late migrants at Winnipeg June 
! (GH). A Wood Thrush was noted at 
Delta in mid-June (SSe, GM). The most 
northerly of four N. Mockingbirds in 
Manitoba was at Long Point L., Win- 
nipeg, June ! (TLi, DFi). Unusual at 
Churchill were a Brown Thrasher July 9 
(DFa) and a Magnolia Warbler June 2 
(AM et al.). A Black-throated Gray War- 
bler wandered to Dinosaur P.P., July 2 
(RT). Extralimital single Yellow-breasted 
Chats were found at McGrath, AB June 9 
(WS), Elva, MB June 13 (KD, GB), and 
Taber, AB June 25 (LB). 

Three N. Cardinals, induding a female, 
frequented White Bear L., SK, and a prob- 
able abandoned nest was found (fide BD. 
A Black-headed Grosbeak was rare at 

Banff N.P., AB May 28-June I (M&JM). 
Three Lazuli Buntings were found well 
n.e. of their breeding range in Alberta, at 
Wabamun June 1 (MV), Wainwright June 
5 (fide PM), and Redwater June 5 (ph. 
MF), and one was at Good Spirit Lake 
P.E, SK June I (JA). Extralimital d' Indi- 
go Buntings were observed at Birch R., 
MB May 29-June 1 (IH), Raven, AB May 
30 (R&JD), and Windy Pt., AB June 16 
(JRi), while four were found at the fringe 
of this species' range in and near the 

Le Conte's Sparrow at Churchill, Manitoba, June 
25, 1996. Photograph/Michael McEvoy. 
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Qu'Appelle Valley, SK (v. ob.). A territorial 
Field Sparrow frequented a meadow near 
Traverse Bay, MB June 9-23 (PT, m.ob.), 
and two returned to Roche Percee, SK 

(BL). Also well out-of-range was a Lark 
Sparrow near Raven July 1 (JRo). 

Only two Lark Buntings were seen all 
summer in s.w. Manitoba (KD). Twenty- 
five Grasshopper Sparrows were found on a 
3-mi transect near Brooks, AB July 18 
(WS). ALe Conte's Sparrow was a good 
find at Churchill June 25 (ph. MM). A 
Snow Bunting was extremely late at St. 
Ambroise, MB June 1 (CCt et al.). Unfor- 
tunately, details are lacking on two Scotts 
Orioles reported at Medidne Hat (BV et 
aL). White-winged Crossbills invaded pans 
of s.e. Manitoba in June; 71 were tallied at 
24 stops on the Springer L. BBS June 23 
(M; DR). Several Corn. Redpolls apparent- 
ly summered near Ihntallon, SK (fikTH). 

Observers (subregional compilers in bold- 
face): Mary Allen (MA1), Joyce Anaka, 
Mike Anderson (MAn), Dennis Baresco 
(DBa), Greg Barrows, Denis Bellamy 
(DBe), Andy Belyk (ABe), Lloyd Bennett, 
Stephen Bonneville, Albert Bruns (ABr), 
Muriel Carlson, Bonnie Chartier, John 
Christie, Adam Cooper, Carolyn Curtis 
(CCs), Calvin Cuthbert (CCt), Ken De 
Smet, Roger and Jeanette Dezall, Ross 
Dickson, Teresa Dolman, Gary Donovan, 
Dennis Fast (DFa), Dan Fisher (DFi), 
Michelle Fitzsimmons, N. Fraiser, Ken 
Gardner, Colin Gilmour, Paul Goossen, 
Bob Greggs, Gordon Grieef, I?evor Her- 
riot, Irvine Hiebert, George Holland, Stu- 
art Holohan (SH1), Ron Hooper, Brian 
Horbey, Stuart Houston (SHs), Daryll 
Hutchinson, Alvaro Jaramillo, Joseph Jehl 
Jr, Rudolf Koes (RKo), Terry Korolyk, 
Robert Kreba (RKr), Tom Liston, Bob 
Luterbach, Malcolm & Joan McDon- 
ald, Mike McEvoy, Anthony McGee- 
han, Glenn McMaster, Pat Marklevitz, 
Jean Moore, R. Pellerin, Curtis Pol- 
lock, Myrna Priebe, Daniel RiidstriSm, 
John Riddell (JRi), Jason Rogers (JRo), 
Larry Roy, Spencer Sealy (SSe), Stan 
Shadick (SSh), Ed Shaeffer, Kim Shep- 
herd, Peter Sherrington, Doris Silcox, 
Ian Sinclair, Brent Skidmore, Wayne 
Smith, John Steeves, Mark Stevenson, 
Andrew Stiles, Peter Taylor, Richard 
Thomas, Terry Thormin, Mary Vask, 
Ben Velner, Adam Walleyn, CliffWal- • 
lis, Peter Whelan, Reto Zach. - 

--Rudolf F. Koes, 135 Rossmere : 
Cres., Winnipeg, MB R2K OG1 and 
Peter 7•ylor, Box 597, Pinawa, MB 
ROE 1LO. 

Northern 
Great Plains 

GORDON BERKEY 

Precipitation was variable and somewhat 
spotty, with the western portion of the 
Region quite dry. Overall rainfall was 
about average in contrast to the previous 
three wet years. Wetlands in the Dakotas 
remain in good condition and waterbirds 
had another banner reproductive season. 
The recent pattern of cold springs, howev- 
er, was repeated, and rhe breeding season 
was again very late. Additions to state lists 
included Hooded Warbler and Great- 
tailed Grackle in Montana and possible 
Glossy Ibis in North Dakota. 

Loon to Rails 
Common Loons are now absent from 

Pickerel and Enemy Swim Lakes, SD, 
since jet skis have become popular (DS). 
Breeding grebes continued to rebound 
from the drought year lows. Pied-billed, 
Eared, and Western have recovered; 
Horned is still below its former abundance 

but is increasing. Among the less common 
species, Red-necked Grebes nested in 
Roberts and McPherson, SD (BKH, JDW) 
and <25 Clark's Grebes were in the aech- 
mophorus colony at Alkaline L. is s. 
Kidder, ND (KR). Up to six Clark's were 
present at Bowdoin N.W.R., and they 
were called "abundant" at Medicine Lake 
N.W.R., MT (LK). Waders were undoubt- 
edly even more numerous than last sum- 

mer. New county confirmations for South 
Dakota included Great Egret in McPher- 
son and Codington, Snowy Egret in Cod- 
ingwn, and Catde Egret in McPherson and 
Butte (JDW, BKH, SW). In addition to 
the 3 North Dakota Great Egret breeding 
locations reported in the spring Northern 
Great Plains report 25 nests were at Grass 
L., Richland, July 7 (RO, RM). Green 
Heron was confirmed in Codington June 1 
(JCS), while one s. of Bismarck June 22 
(CE) was well w. of the known North 
Dakota breeding range. A yeafling White 
Ibis at Long Lake N.W.R., ND June 14 

VN, BS, ph.) was the 2nd for the state. 
possible Glossy Ibis at DeWaid Slough 

in Kidder, ND June 15 was observed in 
difficult light conditions (PSt); there are 
no previous records in the state. Trum- 
peter Swan (origin?) was confirmed breed- 
ing in Meade, SD June 13 (EEM). Breed- 
ing ducks had another good year in the 
prairie pothole region. A White-winged 
Scoter at the Grand Forks, ND, lagoons 
June 15-July 12 (EF) was highly unusual 
for the season. 

A total 22 Cooper's Hawk nests were 
located at J. Clark Salyer N.W.R., ND, 
with densities at about one pair per square 
mi in aspen parkland (MN). Cooper's 
continue to increase and spread to new 
habitats in North Dakota, and it is no 

longer a surprise to see them in farming 
country, where they appear to be adapting 
to nesting in shelterbelts. A sub-ad. Red- 
shouldered Hawk in Montana's Little 

Rockies June 16 would be only the 3rd for 
the state (SD,t). A very early fall migrant 
Merlin was at Salyer July 9 (EMM). While 
Gray Partridge are still scarc,e there are 
signs that the population has bottomed 
out and a slight increase was noted in the 
Richardton, ND, area (JWH). Yellow Rail 
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