e

Observers (area compilers in boldface):
Jane Agee, Bill Akers, Henry T. Armistead,
Tom Armour, John B. Bazuin Jr., Tyler
Bell, Eirik Blom, Ed Boyd (EBo), Ned
Brinkley, Lori Byrne, Danny Bystrak,
Kevin Calhoun, David Clark, Barry
Cooper, Ian R. Cornelius (Frederick, 7321
Old Middletown Rd., Middletown, MD
21769), Stephen E. Cornelius, Patty
Craig (Saint Marys, P.O. Box 84, Lexing-
ton Park, MD 20653), Marty Cribb, John
Dalmas (Breeding Bird Foray), Fenton
Day, Samuel H. Dyke, Stephen Eccles,
Darius Ecker, Ethel Engle (Caroline, MD,
20789 Dover Bridge Rd., Preston, MD
21655), Fred Fallon, Jim Green, Gary
Griffith (Cecil, 55 Sarah Drive, Elkton,
MD 21921), Jim Freen, Jim & Trish Gru-
ber, Tom Gwynn, Mike Haramis, Wilbur
L. Hershberger, Andy Higgs, Sandy
Hodge, David Hughes, Simone Jenion,
George M. Jett (Charles, 9505 Bland
Street, Waldorf MD 20603), Dennis
Jorde, Teta Kain (Gloucester, 7083 Caffee
Cr. Lane, Gloucester, VA 23061), Val
Kitchens, Jane Kostenko, Ellen Lawler, D.
Lebbin, Bev Leeuwenberg, Joyce McK-
elvey, John & Catherine Messina, Don
Ober, Brian Patteson (BPa), Butch Pearce,
Elizabeth Pitney (Wicomico, 7218 Wal-
ston Switch Rd., Parsonsburg, MD
21849), Bill Portlock (BPo}, Jan Reese,
Sue Ricciardi, Robert E Ringler, Eugene J.
Scarpulla, Susan Schneider, Erick Smith,
Jo Solem (Howard 10617 Graeloch Rd.,
Columbia, MD 20723), Paul R. Spitzer,
Charles E. Stevens, Brian Taber, John W,
Taylor, Brenda Tekin (BTe), Glenn D.
Therres, (MD D.N.R.), Mary Ann
Todd, Dave Webb (Harford, 107
Royal Oak Drive, Bel Air, MD
21015), John S. Weske, Bill
Williams, Les Willis (Virginia Bird-
line), Erika M. Wilson (Voice of the
Naturalist).

—Marshall J. Iliff, report to James
L. Stasz, PO. Box 71, North Beach,
MD 20714 or jlstasz@aol.com

Southern
Atlantic

Coast Region

RICKY DAVIS

The weather this summer was definitely
cooler and wetter than normal for most areas
of the Region. The spells of normal hot
weather never lasted more than a couple of
days, and some areas were almost pleasant all
summer! Tropical storm Arthur in mid-June
was a non-factor, but hurricane Bertha in
mid-July caused considerable damage in
eastern North Carolina. The timing and
track of Bertha meant that storm-associated
birds were disappointingly few and far
between in the state (not the case in Virginia
to our north!). Some avian highlights this
season included nesting Gray Kingbirds in
North Carolina, numerous warblers in the
Coastal Plain of both Carolinas, and a mild
invasion of Dickcissels in all three states.

Abbreviations: C. Hatt. (Cape Hatteras,
NC); ELH. (£ L. Huie Land Application
Facility, Clayton Co., GA); K. Mt. (Kenne-
saw M. Park, GA).

Petrels to Waterfowl
Off North Carolina, Black-capped Petrel

counts averaged in the hundreds this sum-
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mer, with the peak being an impressive
363 out of Hartteras July 28 (BP er al).
Pelagic birders off North Carolina really
work hard for the Pterodromas, and the
almost expected Cape Verde (Feae’s) Petrel
was found again, with one off Hatteras
July 20 (BP ez al). This species complex is
being found in our waters every year and
hopefully the added documentation can
settle the confusion over the exact forms
found here. Shearwater numbers contin-
ued the spring pattern of being somewhat
reduced. OFf interest were three Sooties
found dead on N. Topsail Beach, NC, in
mid-June (GG), a late migrant Manx from
C. Hatt., June 8 (AB, fide JF), and an
unexplainable Manx off Hatteras June 19
(BP ez al). Storm-petrel numbers offshore
were about average, with the best counts
being 770 Wilson’s off Hatteras July 22
(BP er 4l) and 12 Leach’s and 30 Band-
rumpeds off Hatteras July 28 (BP ez al).
Onshore Wilson's reports included one
from Ft. Macon, NC June 4 (BM er al);
one flying upriver at the Ogeechee R.
mouth, Chatham-Bryan, GA July 7 (BW);
and four at Goldsboro, NC (ED), and one
at L. Pinehurst, NC (DB) July 13 after
hurricane Bertha, The only White-tailed
Tropicbirds reported were singles off Ore-
gon Inlet, NC June 1 (AH et 4/) and off
Hatteras June 5 (BP). The only Masked
Booby was off Hatteras June 5 (BP). Pro-
viding a rare mid-summer report, a N.
Gannet was off Hatteras July 27 (BP ez
al). Anhingas continue to increase in
some areas of the Region. An excellent
count of 110 were at the Savannah Spoil
Site, Jasper, SC July 17 (SC). Also, a hrst
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local record was established inland at L.
Wildwood, Bibb, GA July 22 (P]). Mag-
nificent Frigatebirds are annual in North
Carolina, and June seems to be a peak
time for their brief appearances. Singles
were at C. Hatt., June 6 (WW, fide ML)
& 16 (DA); one was n. of Duck June 12
(KK, fide HL); three were over Nags Head
June 24 (LY); and one was at Southport
July 16 (LW, DS, fide HL).

Always noteworthy, inland breeding
season records of Least Bittern included
one all summer s. of Fayetteville, NC
(HB, JSt) and <three at a n. Greene, GA,
marsh throughout the period (PS, MD,
v.0.). A rarely documented inland Georgia
nesting of Great Blue Heron occurred at
E.L.H. carly June (CL). Inland post-
breeding dispersal of waders was about
average, with some areas such as Fayet-
teville, NC, and Dyar’s Pasture WM.A.,
GA, having better-than-average congrega-
tions. Immature Reddish Egrets once
again turned up at several coastal sites,
with the best counts being three at Sunset
Beach, NC July 19 (MM) and four in the
Altamaha Estuary, GA July 11 (BW).
More exciting was the ad. dark-morph
Reddish found at Hatteras Inler, NC July
20~21 (NB, MO). The best inland Yel-
low-crowned Night-Heron report involved
a colony of 4 pairs nesting successfully at
Winston-Salem, NC in June (RS). Inland
White Ibis reports included <24 at a n.
Greene, GA, marsh June 29-July 16 (PS,
JS, MD); 18 s. of Fayetteville, NC July 5
(HB, JSt); and five near Durham, NC July
7-23 ((JPe, RG). A count of 50 Glossy
Ibis at Huntington Beach S.P, SC July 29
(JP, PR) was impressive for summer. A
Roseate Spoonbill provided South Caroli-
na’s 2nd inland record when it was present
near Congaree Swamp N.M., Richland,
July 21-22 (RDu, BDe, RC, CE, PB, JB).
Also very rare inland was one in Brooks,
GA June 4 (fide TM). The peak at the
usual Jekyll I., GA, causeway area was nine
June 10 (BW). Wandering Wood Storks
made news, with highlights including 238
at the Silver Bluff Audubon Sanctuary,
Jackson, SC July 7 (fide AW); 60 near
Congaree Swamp N.M., SC July 21-22
(RDu, BD¢, RC, CE); good numbers in
Greene, GA, with 44 at L. Oconee (AW)
and 28 at Dyar’s Pasture W.M.A., July 19
(T7); and five were unexpected flying over
N. Topsail Beach, NC July 4 (GG).

There are now three Mute Swans at Pea
Island N.W.R., NC (v.0.); does this spell
trouble for the Outer Banks? Summering
waterfow! included three Green-winged
Teal near Rocky Mount, NC, all season
(RD); 8 N. Shovelers at the Savannah
Spoil Site, SC June 15 (SC) and E.L.H,,

GA June 9 (JS, PBr); a & Lesser Scaup in
Monroe, GA July 6 (TJ); an imm. Hooded
Merganser at EL.H., GA June 9 (JS); a 2
Com. Merganser at Jordan L., NC July 27
(RG); and four Ruddy Ducks each at
Sneads Ferry, NC (NM), and Harris L.,
Wake, NC (JPe, fide WC).

Osprey to Terns

Ospreys nested inland at L. Greenwood,
SC (SW), and 2 pairs spent the summer at
Buckhorn Res., Wilson, NC (RD). Sixteen
Swallow-tailed Kites must have been an
impressive sight at the Santee Delta
W.M.A., SC July 20 (RC, CE et al.). Even
more impressive were the >100 Mississippi
Kites over a field near Jackson, SC June 3
(DCo, fide AW)! The last several years,
summer reports of Cooper’s Hawks have
increased. This year was no different, with
>10 reports from North Carolina and one
from South Carolina. The best record was
of two successful nestings in Winston-
Salem, NC, in June (fide RS). Breeding
Am. Kestrels were noted in the Mableton,
GA, area June 29 (GB), where two adults
and one young were seen. Also, 3 nests
were found on the Savannah R. Site, SC,
this summer (fide AW), and each fledged
young successfully. The downtown
Atlanta, GA, Peregrine Falcons fledged
two young during June (DK, fide PH).

The marsh in n. Greene, GA, hosted
rails all summer, with breeding highly like-
ly, though no definite evidence was found.
At least three Black Rails (PS, m.ob.), one
King Rail (PS, MD, v.0.), and <five Vir-
ginia Rails were seen (PS, m.ob.). Breed-
ing did occur at the K. Mt., GA, marsh,
where one fully-feathered juvenile was
seen June 27 (GB), providing about the
2nd or 3rd breeding record for the state. A
pair of Com. Moorhens nested at L. Wild-
wood, Bibbh, GA, with three chicks seen
July 26-27 (PJ). This furnished a first
breeding record for the county. American
Coots also provided rare summer records
with an impressive seven at L. Juliette,
Monroe, GA July 6 (TJ); two at EL.H,,
GA June 9 (JS); two at Sunset Beach, NC,
all summer (MM); and two all summer
near Rocky Mount, NC (RD).

Shorebird reports were predictably low.
Some interesting records included 104
Black-necked Stilts at the Kings Bay Sub-
marine Base, GA June 20 (PS); an out-of-
place Am. Avocet along the Morehead
City-Beaufort, NC, causeway July 21
(JM); four late Greater Yellowlegs in Lau-
rens, GA June 16 (J&MA); one Willet at
Jordan L., NC July 7 (RD); 10 Semi-
palmated Sandpipers at Goldsboro, NC
June 3 (ED); one Stilt Sandpiper at Char-
lotte, NC July 14 (TP); and one—two Stilt

Sandpipers at E.L.H. in late July (CL,
BHa, BB). The best Upland Sandpiper
report came from the usual Orangeburg,
SC, Sod Farm where eight were found July
20 (RC, CE). The only Curlew Sandpiper
was at the Salt Flats, Pea Island N.W.R.,
NC July 26-29 (JE BH ez a/; KC). Wil-
son’s Phalarope reports included one at the
Savannah Spoil Site, jasper, SC July 17
(SC) and three at the Salt Flats, Pea Island
N.W.R., NC July 28 (JW et al).

After tropical storm Arthur, three Poma-
rine Jaegers were seen from Atlantic Beach,
NC June 19 (JF). The only Long-tailed
Jaegers found offshore were two off Ore-
gon Inlet, NC June 2 (AH ez al). A single
South Polar Skua off Hatteras, NC June 22
(BP et al) was also the only reported. Of
interest were 2 inland Georgia records of
Laughing Gull. One was at L. Wildwood,
Bibb, June 9 (P]) and another was at L.
Juliette, Monroe, July 6 (T7]).

s Hurricane Bertha slammed
into the North Carolina coast
near Wilmington the evening of
July 12. The track of the storm inland
went N and then NE into Virginia.
Bird sightings associated with the
storm were limited due to the night
landfall and the fact that the
strongest winds were at the beaches
and offshore. Since damage to
coastal areas was extensive, birders
could not survey the coast. The only
significant reports involved coastal
terns at inland lakes along the storm
center’s path. Highlights July 13
included 20 Royal, four Sandwich,
and three Least terns at Goldsboro
(ED); nine Royal, one Sandwich, one
Gull-billed, and seven Least terns
at the Pactolus Catfish Ponds, near
Greenville (RD}; and single Black
Skimmers at L. Mattamuskeet (KD}
and L. Phelps (RD]. Also, Least Terns
were found near Fayetteville July 14
(HB) and Rocky Mount July 13 (RD).

A rare and unexplainable inland occur-
rence of seven Royal Terns was reported
near Jackson, SC July 21 (CZ, GR, fide
AW). This location and date probably
excluded influence from Bertha. Roseate
Tern reports included a locally rare adult
at Holden Beach, NC June 4 (HL) and
four flying S past the Outer Banks Pier
July 26 (NB, MO). Extremely rare was the
ad. Arctic Tern photographed on the
beach at Ft. Macon, NC June 4 (DSw,
BM ez 4l). The only Sooty Tern reports
involved one at Hatteras Inlet, NC June
24 (fide ML) and one just off the beach at
Pawley’s I, SC July 13 (RC, CE), probably
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Adult Arctic Tern found on the beach at Fort Macon, North Carolina, June 4, 1996. A regular offshore

migrant, this species is very rarely found on the coast. Photograph/Bob Machover.

related to the passage of Bertha. The best
Black Tern count was of 80 flying S past
the Outer Banks Pier July 26 (NB, MO).
Doves to Orioles

At least one of the Eur. Collared-Doves at
N. Topsail Beach, NC survived Bertha
when an individual was seen July 29 (RK).
New populations were established in
Americus and Fitzgerald, GA (v.0.). Will
this species spread over the entire Region
before the decade’s end? At the edge of
their range, 2 pairs of Com. Ground-
Doves spent the summer near Jackson, SC
(DCo, fide AW). Whip-poor-wills have
been expanding eastward and southward
for many years, but the count of seven in a
mile or so in the Holly Shelter area,
Pender, NC June 26 (NM) was impressive.
In the weird department was the Belted
Kingfisher 15 mi off Hatteras, NC July 28
(BP ez al). Georgia had 2 breeding season
records of note for Hycarchers: Two Wil-
low Flycatchers at the n. Greene marsh
were observed in June and July (PH, ]S,
JEL, CS, MD); and an E. Phoebe was s.w.
of Macon, GA, near the Macon/Sumter
line July 7 (D&PG), for a very rare local
record. The Gray Kingbird pair at Fr.
Caswell, NC, was present through June
and was attending a nest (TP ¢z 4/, RD).
This provided the first nesting in North
Carolina since about 1960, when a pair
was nearby at Southport. The rare but
annual Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was found
twice. One was in the Foxfire Village area

of the North Carolina Sandhills in June

(fide DB), and one was in Douglas, GA
June 10 (JK, fide ]S).

™ A White-breasted Nuthatch found on
the Dare, NC, Bombing Range July 5 (JF)
defies explanation. Was it a wandering
individual from some nearby breeding
area? There were no reports on the wrens
and thrushes breeding in our area. One
hopes no news is good news! Cedar
Waxwings are known for irregular east-
ward movements during the breeding sea-
son. This year the farthest east were four at
Stumpy Point, Dare, NC all summer (JF).
Continued monitoring of Loggerhead
Shrikes is important. The best count from
the Region was 17 (adults and juveniles)
in Laurens, GA June 16 (J&MA). One
adule with three young in Wilmington,
NC, in early July (SCo) was locally inter-
esting. Of note was the five Solitary Vireos
found breeding in Jasper, GA June 9
(J&MA), a good number that far south.

™ QObservers in the Coastal Plain region of
the Carolinas found good numbers of war-
blers. In Horry, SC, 13 species were found
on territory in June (MW, JP, P&ST)
including Black-and-white, Worm-eating,
Ovenbird, and Kentucky. They also found
a territorial Louisiana Waterthrush in
Georgetown, SC, locally unusual. In Dare,
NC, Fussell reported Black-throated
Greens to be about the 4th most common
watbler in certain areas, obviously making
the area highly significant for the coastal
plain population of the species. He also
noted that Swainson’s Warblers and Oven-
birds are doing well there. Some notable

) ‘%?.;;.

early fall migrant warblers included a
Black-throated Green at K. Mt., GA July
6 (GB, JFl, PH); a Blackburnian at K.
Mt., GA July 14 (GB); a Blackburnian at
Oriental, NC, late July (DF); and a peak
of eight Ceruleans at K. Mt., GA July 26
(GB). Also, Black-and-white Warblers
seem to be doing well on the e. edge of
their range, with the best counts being five
in Warren, NC June 2 (HL) and three in
Hoffman Forest, Jones/Onslow, NC (NM).
— Two Scarlet Tanagers at Piedmont
N.W.R., jasper, GA June 15 (J&MA, NG
et al.) continued the presence of this
species far to the south of its normal
range. In South Carolina a male was
unusual in Union June 29 (LG), and in
North Carolina one was on territory in s.
Duplin June 24 (NM). Dickcissels staged a
mild invasion into the Region. In Georgia
one was along the Walton/Morgan line
June 10 (JV, fide MODb); four were in
Henry June 1-3 ((JS, CL, KDa); and 4
pairs were in Spalding June 11 (JG). In
South Carolina, two males were in Ander-
son June 7 (SW) and in Laurens June 15
(LG). North Carolina birds included two
at VOA-B, Pitt through June (JW, PW);
two near Aurora June 12 (fide SCo); two
near L. Phelps, Tyrrell, July 21 (HL); and
two near Shelby, Cleveland, all summer
(STh).

The highly important populations of
Henslow’s Sparrows at the VOA sites in
North Carolina were again censused by
Wright. The VOA-A site in Beauforr had
67 territorial males and the VOA-B site in
Pitr had 31 males June 1-2. These totals
are down from last year, but it is too early
to tell if this is a downward trend or not.
As in the past, the continued compatible
site management of these areas is very
important to this species. A Saltmarsh
Sharp-tailed Sparrow was found at the Salt
Flats, Pea Island N.W.R., NC July 28 (JL},

the same place one was seen last year car-

~. rying a fecal sac! Late spring migrant

Bobolinks included one n. of Rocky
Mount, NC June 3 (RD) and five at the
Savannah Spoil Site, Jasper, SC June 15
(SC). The only Yellow-headed Blackbird
reported was a male at the Salt Flats, Pea
Island N.W.R., NC July 28 (JL, JW et
al.). Georgia’s 4th Shiny Cowbird was
found at Tybee 1., June 1 (D], fide TM). It
has been some time since the last report;
maybe this species is not spreading as fast
as was once feared. Macon, GA, once
again had nesting Baltimore Orioles. Four
birds and a nest were seen June 2
(J&MA). Another good nesting report for
Baltimore Oriole involved a pair all sum-
mer near the Silver Bluff Audubon Sanc-
tuary, Jackson, SC (fide AW).
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Corrigenda

The report of a 8 Cinnamon Teal ar St.
Marks N.W.R. (AFN 49:136) was in error
and should be deleted. The observer credit
for the 40-50 Broad-winged Hawks near
Atlanta (AFN 49:136) should read (SE).

Contributors: Jerry & Marie Amerson
(J&MA), Diane Andre, Jim Beasley, Phyl-
lis Beasley, Giff Beaton, Bill Blakeslee,
Ned Brinkley, Patrick Brisse (PBr), Hal
Broadfoot, Allen Bryan, Dick Burk, Steve
Calver, Keith Camburn, Robin Carter,
Dan Connely (DCo), Will Cook, Sam
Cooper (SCo), Kevin Danchisen (KDa),
Kelly Davis, Ricky Davis, Eric Dean,
Bobby Desportes (BDe), Marian Dobbs,
Randy Dunlap (RDu), Caroline Eastman,
Jim Flynn (JFl), Dorothy Foy, John
Fussell, Lex Glover, Rob Gluck, Nancy
Gobris, Gil Grant, Joe Greenberg, Bruce
Halletr (BHa), Armas Hill, Bob Holmes,
Pierre Howard, Dan Jacobsen, Paul John-
son, Terry Johnson, David Kennedy, Julie
Kidd, Kerrie Kirkpatrick, Rick Knight,
Carol Lambert, Harry LeGrand, Jeff
Lewis, Marcia Lyons, Bob Machover,
Mary McDavit, Jimi Moore, Nell Moore,
Terry Moore, Mark Oberle (MOb), Mike

O’Brien, Brian Patteson, Jack Peachey, -

Joanna Perkinson (JPe), Taylor Piephoff,
George Reeves, Paul Rogers, Chuck Salee-
by, Jeff Sewell, Ramona Snavely, Jamie
Stewart (JSt), Dale Suiter, Dave Swartz
(DSw), Paul Sykes, Simon Thompson
(STh), Phil & Sharon Turner (P&ST),
Joel Volpi, Steve Wagner, Walt Walter,
Ann Waters, Logan Williams, Mark Wil-
son, Brad Winn, John Wright, Paula
Wright, Lee Yoder, Calvin Zippler.

—Ricky Davis, PO. Box 277, Zebulon,
NC 27597.

Florida
Region

RICHARD T. PAUL AND ANN F. SCHNAPF

Following a cool, moist spring, summer
was typically hot but drier than normal,
except in the north where rainfall was
slightly above-average. Hurricane Bertha
passed to the east with minimal effects; no
other tropical weather systems threatened.

A wet summer in 1995 and dry winter
in the Tampa area seemed to set the table
for another excellent year for wading bird
nesting, but springtime rains raised stream-
flows to 160% of normal (twice 1995 lev-
els). Without the all-important dry-down
to concentrate food resources, nesting
numbers and productivity were reduced.
Despite the winter drought, water levels in
the Everglades were still too high for a
large nesting effort there, although one
observer reported excellent Reddish Egret
nesting success in Florida Bay.

With some key observers out of the
state, reports were scarcer than usual and
coverage less complete. We thank Bill
Pranty for sharing reports assembled for

] .f\he Florida Field Naturalist.

Abbreviations: A.P. (Aguatic
Preserve), A PAER. (Avon
Park Air Force Range), C.P.
(County Park), G.E.C.
(Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission), Jax (Jack-
sonville), R.S.R.S.R (Rock
Springs Run State Reserve),
S.F. (State Forest), S.T.D.
(Sewage Treatment Plani).

Loons to Pelicans

A Com. Loon in alternate
plumage at Bird Keys, 2 mi s.
of the Crystal R. mouth, was
late June 19 (RB, AS). Single
Sooty Shearwaters were
found off Turtle Mound,
Canaveral National Seashore,
June 1 (BR, TT), and on the
beach at Archie Carr N.W.R.,
June 3 (SB). On July 3, an
imm. brown-morph Red-
footed Booby suddenly
materialized overhead near
Longboat Key and vanished
into c. Sarasota Bay (RP, AS).
A Leach’s Storm-Petrel was

picked up on a Duval beach May 31 follow-
ing days of easterly winds (PP; * to Florida
Museum of Natural History). American
White Pelicans appeared all summer at
McKay Bay (Hillshorough), n. Jax (Duval),
and Tomoka A.P (Valusia) (m.ob.). Brown
Pelican nesting success was poor at the
Marco colonies (TB), but normal in Tampa
Bay and Charlotte Harbor (RP, AS).
Statewide, G.EC. counted 9598 Brown Peli-
can nests (SN). A single Brown Pelican at L.
Jackson June 30 provided the frst Leon
monthly record (GM).

Bitterns to Stork

Two Least Bitterns in L. McBride cartails
June 2 represented rare Leon sightings
(J&KM). Four colonies along the Indian R.
Lagoon totaled >11,000 pairs of 8 wading
bird species (CS). In the Central Everglades,
nesting totaled 7233 pairs of waders, abour
2000 more than 1993 or 1994, about 600
less than 1995, and considerably less than
1992’s high of 22,097 pairs (PFr). Seven
heron species at 5 Marco area colonies
totaled 1300 pairs, a normal number. Nest-
ing success was good for Great Egrets and
Lictle Blues, but sub-par for Snowies, Tricol-
oreds, and Cattles (TB). Reddish Egrets have
nested at Marco colonies since the mid-
1970s, but still number just 6 pairs (TB).
Reddish Egrets nested in June at 2 new (for
this century) sites, Johns Pass, Pinellas, and
Useppa Bird Key, Lee (AS, RP).

~="Despite wet spring conditions, 8100

pairs of White Ibis nested at Alafia Bank,

Mo
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