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EXPLOKING 

ANTAICTICA 
FALKLAND ISLANDS 

JANUAKY 26- FE13KUAKY 10, 1998 

OPTIONAL EXTENSIONS TO EASTEK ISLAND OK THE LAKE 
DISTKICT AND PATAGONIA 

Far to the south lies a land of dazzling snowfields, crystalline 
glaciers and dramatically carved ice mountains soaring above 
an untamed frozen wilderness. There are no human sounds 

in this land of primeval beauty, only the wild cries of birds, 
seals, and whales echoing across a vast expanse of land and sea. 

Next winter, the National Audubon Society invites you to 
experience the wonders and grandeur of a land where few 
have ever set foot as we discover the world's last frontier-- 

the great White Continent. Ornithologist Geoffrey S. LeBaron, 
editor and coordinator of the annual Christmas Bird Count 

for the past ten years, will accompany Audubon participants 
on this incredible voyage. 

Our voyage takes place during the austraI summer, when the 
weather is best and temperatures are moderate and days long, 
Penguin chicks are hatching and it is common to see elephant 
seals along the beaches_ Zodiac landing craft--swift and sturdy 
motorized rubber boats developed by Jacques Cousteau--carry 
us from the ship to virtually anywhere along the coast. We will 
sail aboard the five-star 170-passenger Hanseatic. 
The Hanseatic is a sturdy ice-class vessel, and 
represents state-of-the-art in expedition cruising. 

We hope that you will join National Audubon 
Society Nature Odysseys on this splendid 
expedition and count yourself among the 
privileged few who have experienced the 
wonders of the White Continent. For a 

detailed brochure, call Beth Ryan 
today at 212-979-3066. 
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From the 
Editor 

With the advent of the computer age 
and a revolution in both communica- 
tions and business, we 

thought that there ß 
was the possibility that 
subscribers to Field 

Notes might like to have 
the opportunity to 
access the information 

in this magazine in a 
computer compatible . _ '- ß,• 
format. With that in 

mind, a mail-back ques- 
tionnaire was sent out in 

the Spring 1996 (Vol- • 
ume 50, Number 1) ' 
issue of Field Notes. Our goal in distrib- 
uting the questionnaire was to get a 
more complete profile of our present 
readership, especially to determine read- 
er demographics, reader computer liter- 
acy and interest, and reader interest and 
opinions regarding Field Notes being 
offered in a cyber format.We warmly 
thank all of you who took the time to 
complete the questionnaire and submit 
it to us. In fact we had a fantastic 

response, as might be anticipated with 
so loyal a readership. 

Several trends were evident in the 

data set. Our readers are highly educat- 
ed, having far more education than ran- 
dom samples from the American popu- 
lace. The educational background of 
respondents revealed a staggering 93% 
had attended college, and 57% had 
attended graduate or professional school 
beyond the four-year college. Our read- 
ers are among the most avid of birders 
with about 100 days per year averaged 
birding away from home and an average 
of 263 days per year birding while at 
home. Two-thirds of our readers are 

married. Most are relatively affluent. 
Males outnumbered females by about 
three to one. The average age is 55 

years, with about one-third of our read- 
ers being retired. 

Computer literacy among our readers 
is very high with two-thirds owning 
computers and 40% using some sort of 
computer service to connect to the 
internet, e-mail, or world-wide web. 

Several who had no computer at home 
stated that they had access to computers 
at work or through friends. Cyber-bird- 
ing is already quite popular and the 
number of computer services/home- 
pages available is quite broad. Many of 
you out there now use bird homepages. 
In fact, respondents listed a total of 
nearly 40 specific on-line addresses/ser- 
vices that they use to get information on 
birding, birds, and bird conservation. 

Despite the fact that a majority of 
subscribers are computer literate and 

many use computers at 
=' home regularly, respons- 

es to questions focusing 
on whether Field Notes 

should consider publish- 
ing a cyber magazine 
that would be available 

in a format for comput- 
ers revealed a lack of 

strong support for such 
a move. It is for this rea- 
son that we are not 

.... :. going to further explore 
a cyber/computer for- 

mat. Thank you once again for making 
your views known. We genuinely appre- 
ciate your efforts. 

Stay tuned!! 

VOLUME 50, NUMBER 



During 1995, our nation will observe the 50th anniversary 
of Franklin Roosevelt' s death_ You are invited to plant a tree 
grown from seeds hand-picked from the trees that grow at 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt's home. In your own yard, you 

can plant a white oak from Hyde Park, New York, or a red- 
bud or southern magnolia from Warn Springs, Georgia. The 
small trees are the direct offspring of FDR' s own trees and 
are guaranteed to grow. Each 
small tree comes in a complete 
planting kit with a special certifi- 
cate issued in observance of the 
50th anniversary of FDR' s death_ 
As Governor of New York during 

the Great Depression. Franklin 

Roosevelt arranged for thousands of unemployed people to 
work on reforestation projects and as president he made the 
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) a centerpiece of his 
strategy forputtingpeople back to work. Thus the tree sym- 
bolizes FDR' s effort to rebuild the country and his faith in 
the future. 
To mark the 50th anniversary of his death, the Franklin 

and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute 

"FORESTS ARE THE LUNGS 

OF OUR LAND, PURIFYING 
THE AIR AND GIVING FRESH 

STRENGTH TO OUR PEOPLE." 

and AM•CAN FOI•ST$ are spon- 
soring this commemorative tree- 
planting program and you are 
encouraged to join us. Place a toll- 
free call to 8001320-TREE and 
receive information at no cost. 

Anal Forests•ince 1875. 
ß 

To receive a current tree selection booklet at no cost, wnte: AMEPOC• FOI•STS FAMOUS • HISTOPacT•Es, 8555 Plummer Road, Jacksonville, Florida 32219 or call 1-800-320-TREE. 
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How to Read 
the Regional 
Reports 
Birds have no respect for range maps. Bird 
distribution in North America is constantly 
changing, as birds expand their ranges into 
new areas, disappear from former strong- 
holds, or alter their patterns of migration. 

Our knowledge of bird distribution is 
also changing constantly, as discoveries con- 
tinue to come in. Keeping up with all these 
developments is a challenge for ornitholo- 
gists, conservationists, and birders. 

The Regional Reports, published four 
times a year, contain a weakh of information 
about our dynamic birdlife. To those seeing 
the reports for the first time, they might ap- 
pear difficult or technical, but they are not; 
anyone with any birding experience will find 
the reports easy to understand. We invite 
you to read the report from your area of the 
continent; we predict that the information 
there will alternately surprise you and 
confirm your ideas about birdlife in your re- 
gion. To help you get started, here are an- 
swers to some questions that may occur to 
first-time readers. 

What kind of information is included, and do 
the Regio.al Editors report everythi.g that's 
reported to them? 

Regional Editors do not report every sight- 
ing of every bird. Such a list would be huge, 
unwieldy, and not very useful. Instead, they 
solicit reports from as many observers as 
possible, screen the records for accuracy, 
choose those that are most significant, look 
for trends and patterns of occurrence, con- 
neet scattered bits of information, and ulti- 

mately come up with a concise, readable 
summary of the real bird news--the impor- 
tant avian events and trends of the season 

throughout their region. 

Why are there abbreviatio.s i. the text? 

We abbreviate some frequendy used words 
and phrases to save space. Most are easy to 
understand and remember. (See the follow- 
ing list of abbreviations.) In addition, some 
Regional Editors use shortened versions of 
the names of birding hot spots; they list 
these local abbreviations in a separate para- 
graph, just after the introductory comments 
and just before their main species accounts. 

What do the i.itials i. parentheses mea.? 

Most records published in each report will 
be followed by initials, to indicate the 
source, the person(s) who found or reported 
the bird(s) mentioned. The initials may be 
followed by etal. (short for etalia, meaning 
"and others"), or preceded byfide (literally, 
"by the faith of"--meaning that this is a sec- 
ond-hand report, and the person cited is the 
one who passed it to the Regional Editor). 

There are good reasons for giving credit to 
the observers involved. Readers may be reas- 
sured about the accuracy ofsmprising sightings 
iftheyknowwho the observers were, researchers 
who want to know more about a certain record 

may be able to contact the observers directly. 

Who sends i. their sighti.gs? 
All observers are invited to send in notes to 

their Regional Editors: details on rare sight- 
ings, species that were scarcer or more numer- 
ous than usual during the season, unusual con- 
centrations on migration, and so on. Reading 
the reports for your region for a few seasons is 
the best wayto find out what kinds of informa- 
tion are desired. Although the Regional Edi- 
tors cannot cite every record that they receive, 
every contributor helps them to produce a 
more thorough and accurate summary. 

Why are some bird .ames i. heavier type? 

We use boldface type to draw attention to 
outstanding records of rare birds. General 
categories of birds that the Regional Editors 
would place in boldface would indude: any 
species that has been recorded fewer than IO 
times previously in a given state or province; 
any new breeding record for a state or 
province; or any bird totally outside estab- 
lished patterns of seasonal occurrence. (For 
the most part, records are not boldfaced un- 
less they are backed up with solid details or 
photographs.) Birders who like to know 
about rare birds (and most of us do) can get a 
complete rundown of the seasons outstand- 
ing rarities by scanning all the Regional Re- 
ports for those boldfaced birds. 

What are the sec'dons marked "SA." ? 

"S.A." stands for "Special Attention" (and, by 
coincidence, is pronounced "essay". The 
purpose of the essays is to draw attention to 
noteworthy phenomena or trends. 

Likely topics include new population 
trends or new patterns of bird distribution, 
unusual invasions or migration events, field 
research projects that have yielded new data, 
specific conservation problems that have an 
impact on birdlife, or detailed discussion of 
some ourstanding (or perplexing) rare bird 
record. Experienced readers make it a point 
to flip through all the reports and read all the 
S.A.s, even in regions where they do not read 
the rest of the text. 

Stardabbrevo 
used in:the Regional Reports 

•n most region,, place,mes given' ini talic 
type are counties. Other abbreviations:, 

Ci Creek 
FL Fort 

Hwy Highway 
I. Island '0? Isle 
Is, IslandgOf Isles 

JSL 
km ki}ometei(s) 
L. Lake 

% le(1) 
Mt. MoUntaifi b? Mount 
Mm Mountains 

N.E National Forest 
N.M. Nadonal Monument 
N.E Nadonal Park 

N.W.K NationSWildlife Refuge 
EE Pmvindal Park 

Pen. Peninsula 
Pt. Point (no t Port) 
R• River 

Ref. Refuge 
R•s. Reservoir(not Reservadon• 
S.P. State Park 

XMMah. •.'W' • Management Area 

Abbreviations used in thenames oF birds: 

Am. American 
Corn. Common 

E. Eas•-,rn 

Eur. Euronean or Eurasian 

Mt. ' Mountain 

N• ' NortZ•em 
S. Southern 

X•v. Wesxcrn 

Other abbreviations and sym•ls referring 
to birds: 

ad. adult 

[min. i•m•ture 

ju•. •uvenal or iuvenile 
sp. species 
v.t. v' • •o'taped 
• mmms that wnuen details were 

submitted for a si2hting 
* mealas,that a specimen was 

co ected 
m•ue 

• female 

CBC Christmas Bird Count 
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THE ROOTS OF THIS TREE 

SPREAD CLEAR ACROSS THE WORLD. 

They are port of the land. Which is .boundary 

to the water. Which is partner to the sky. Which 

are all connected to us. Because everything is 

connected, choosing one environmental cause 

car) be hard. But now, helping one, o'r all, is 

easy. It's (•alled Earth Share. It's over thirty 

of the world's most respected environmental 

charities working together under 'one name. You 

can, give through your office. And you will be 

helping to make sure ihe rooJs' that join nature 

and us, are never severed. To find out how you 

and your company can become involved• call:- 

1'800-MY SHARE 
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As a Galapagos and Antarctica birding 

guide I spend a lot of time at the busi- 

ness end of my binoculars. Only one 

binocular gives me the close focus and 

long eye relief I need. while putting 

up with the knock-about demands of 

my job. Pentax works for me •... 

and has for years. -- 

Richard J. Polatty 

Galapagos Guide 

8X42 [)GF 
High Resolution Bin6culars 

•li• receive free information 

about Pentax Sport Optics products, 
call 1-800-709-2020, http://www. pcntax.com 


