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TANZANIA SAFARI

Leave winter behind and
journey to a natural paradise
few ever see. Led by eminent
ornithologist Frank Gill,
National Audubon’s Senior
Vice President for Science,
visit enchanting islands of
the Indian Ocean—Zanzibar,
Madagascar, Comoros, and
Seychelles. Rare and endan-
gered bird species, exotic
animals, and incomparable
snorkeling combine in this
unique voyage on the comfortable Caledonian
Star. Plus, optional safari to witness the

Serengeti’s unparalleled concentration of

wildlife. Similar programs have wait-listed

immediately. For a detailed brochure, call
Beth Ryan at 212-979-3066.
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From the
Editor

Partners in Flight is a cooperative effort
dedicated to the long-term well being of
the birds of this continent and hemi-
sphere. Participants include non-govern-
mental conservation organizations, state
and federal agencies, academicians, and
private industry. The National Audubon
Society takes enormous pride, as a
member of Partners in Flight, in pub-
lishing the first annual
WatchList in this issue
of Field Notes. We
believe that this listing
will be the first edition
of an increasingly valu-
able conservation tool. It
follows the Partners in
Flight prioritization sys-
tem and is based on the
best available informa-
tion and expert scrutiny
by the bird conservation
and ornithological com-
munities. It is our intention that this
publication of the WatchList is the first
step — but a major one — in helping
to achieve the lofty goals of Partners in
Flight. We can certainly expect that
with suctessive year’s refinements of cri-
teria and updates, it will mature and
evolve, thereby increasing in stature and
authority. Our hope is that this impor-
tant listing will serve annually as a
quick, comprehensive snapshot and a
benchmark that will be used and saved
by birders, conservationists, journalists,
and policy makers.

Compiling the WatchList was a gar-
gantuan feat dependent on the best
efforts of many colleagues. To each
of them we extend warm and substan-
tial thanks for their fine professional
contributions.

The stresses and tensions of the evalu-
ation process are not insignificant, and
so we take this opportunity to publicly
thank our authors, Mike Carter from
the Colorado Bird Observatory, Chuck
Hunter from Partners in Flight, David
Pashley, George Fenwick, and Jef Price
from the American Bird Conservancy,
and Dan Petit and John Trapp from the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service

for their countless hours on behalf on
the WartchList.

It would be impossible to overempha-
size the value of the contributions of the
many colleagues whose critical com-
ments helped shape and define the last
versions of the list. Notable among
those contributors are Jim Corven,
Brian Harrington, Linda Leddy, and a
strong corps of shorebird scientists from
the Western Hemisphere Shorebird
Reserve Network; William T. Everett
from the Endangered Species Recovery
Council and Craig Harrison who evalu-
ated listed seabirds; Jim Kushlan from
the National Biological Service and the
Colonial Waterbirds Group; Lloyd Kiff
and Mark Fuller from the Peregrine
Fund, who commiented on raptors; Ken
Babcock from the Missouri Department
of Conservation and
chair of the TAFWA
Committee on
Migratory Shore and
Upland Game who
commented on upland
game birds; and, Jeff
Nelson, Bruce Batt, and
Allen Wencz, and several
other biologists from
Ducks Unlimited who
commented on water-
fowl. Additionally, we
owe a warm vote of grat-
itude to each of the PIF Coordinators,
David Pashley, Carol Beardmore, Jane
Fitzgerald, William C. (Chuck) Hunter,
and Kenneth V. Rosenberg, for their
participation. Warmest thanks to Stan
Senner for his overall counsel, and with
whom it is always a pleasure to work.

Stay tuned!
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by the Endangered Species Act.
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THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT HELPS
PROTECT VITAL ECOSYSTEMS.

And that benefits us all.

A strong law that protects imperiled wildlife will help stop nearly 10,000 kinds of American plants and animals—and
their habitats—from vanishing forever. What do we stand to gain? Drought- and pest-resistant crops to feed the world’s
5.5 billion people. Abundant fisheries. Life-saving medicines. The genetic secrets of myriad forms of life. And a land
where wild creatures still roam free.

For more information about how you can help protect the plants, animals, and ecosystems essential for our future,
contact: National Audubon Society, Box ESA, 700 Broadway, New York, New York 10003.
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How to Read
the Regional
Reports

Birds have no respect for range maps. Bird
distribution in North America is constantly
changing, as birds expand their ranges into
new areas, disappear from former strong-
holds, or alter their patterns of migration.

Our knowledge of bird distribution is
also changing constantly, as discoveries con-
tinue to come in. Keeping up with all these
developments is a challenge for ornitholo-
gists, conservationists, and birders.

The Regional Reports, published four
times a year, contain a wealth of information
about our dynamic birdlife. To those seeing
the reports for the first time, they might ap-
pear difficult or technical, but they are not;
anyone with any birding experience will find
the reports easy to understand. We invite
you to read the report from your area of the
continent; we predict that the information
there will alternately surprise you and
confirm your ideas about birdlife in your re-
gion. To help you get started, here are an-
swers to some questions that may occur to
first-time readers.

What kind of information is included, and do
the Regional Editors report everything that's

reported to them?

Regional Editors do not report every sight-
ing of every bird. Such a list would be huge,
unwieldy, and not very useful. Instead, they
solicit reports from as many observers as
possible, screen the records for accuracy,
choose those that are most significant, look
for trends and patterns of occurrence, con-
nect scattered bits of information, and ulti-
mately come up with a concise, readable
summary of the real bird news—the impor-
tant avian events and trends of the season
throughout their region.

Why are there abbreviations in the text?

We abbreviate some frequently used words
and phrases to save space. Most are easy to
understand and remember, (See the follow-
ing list of abbreviations.) In addition, some
Regional Editors use shortened versions of
the names of birding hot spots; they list
these local abbreviations in a separate para-
graph, just after the introductory comments
and just before their main species accounts.

What do the initials in parentheses mean?
Most records published in each report will
be followed by initials, to indicate the
source, the person(s) who found or reported
the bird(s) mentioned. The initials may be
followed by er al. (short for et alia, meaning
“and others™), or preceded by fide (literally,
“by the faith of”—meaning that this is a sec-
ond-hand report, and the person cited is the
one who passed it to the Regional Editor).
There are good reasons for giving credit to
the observers involved. Readers may be reas-
sured about the accuracy of surprising sightings
if they knowwho the observers were; researchers
who want to know more about a certain record
may be able to contact the observers directly.

Who sends in their sightings?

All observers are invited to send in notes to
their Regional Editors: details on rare sight-
ings, species that were scarcer or more numer-
ous than usual during the season, unusual con-
centrations on migration, and so on. Reading
the reports for your region for a few seasons is
the best way to find out what kinds of informa-
tion are desired. Although the Regional Edi-
tors cannot cite every record that they receive,
every contributor helps them to produce a
more thorough and accurate summary.

Why are some bird names in heavier type?
We use boldface type to draw attention to
outstanding records of rare birds. General
categories of birds that the Regional Editors
would place in boldface would include: any
species that has been recorded fewer than 10
times previously in a given state or province;
any new breeding record for a state or
province; or any bird totally outside estab-
lished patterns of seasonal occurrence. (For
the most part, records are not boldfaced un-
less they are backed up with solid details or
photographs.) Birders who like to know
about rare birds (and most of us do) can get a
complete rundown of the season’s outstand-
ing rarities by scanning all the Regional Re-
ports for those boldfaced birds.

What are the sections marked “S.A.” ?

“S.A.” stands for “Special Attention” (and, by
coincidence, is pronounced “essay”). The
purpose of the essays is to draw attention to
noteworthy phenomena or trends.

Likely topics include new population
trends or new patterns of bird distribution,
unusual invasions or migration events, field
research projects that have yielded new data,
specific conservation problems that have an
impact on birdlife, or detailed discussion of
some outstanding (or perplexing) rare bird
record. Experienced readers make it a point
to flip through all the reports and read all the
S.A.s, even in regions where they do not read
the rest of the text.

Standard Abbreviations
used in the Regional Reports

Abbreviations used in place names:
In most regions, place names given in italic
type are counties. Other abbreviations:

Cr. Creek

Fr. Fort

Hwy  Highway

L Island or Isle

Is. Islands or Isles

Jet. Junction

km kilometer(s)

L. Lake

mi mile(s)

Mt Mountain or Mount
Mts. Mountains

N.E National Forest
N.M. National Monument
N.P. National Park
N.W.R. National Wildlife Refuge
PP Provincial Park

Pen. Peninsula

Pt. Point (not Port)

R. River

Ref. Refuge

Res. Reservoir (not Reservation)

S.P Starte Park
W.M.A. Wildlife Management Area

Abbreviations used in the names of birds:

Am. American

Com. Common
E. Eastern
Eur. European or Eurasian

Mt Mountain

N. Northern
o) Southern
W. Western

Other abbreviations and symbols referring
to birds:

ad. adult

imm. immature

juv. juvenal or juvenile

sp. species

vit. video taped

+ means that written details were
submitted for a sighting

X means that a specimen was
collected

3 male

Q female

CBC  Christmas Bird Count
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5000 SPECIES

from all over the world

SLIDE SETS

Endangered species, Owls, Bird families,
Eastern warblers, Herons, Raptors,
Shorebirds, Waterfowl

INDIVIDUAL SLIDES

Selected from over 65,000 images and
custom duplicated to suit your needs

Request our free North American catalog or send a list
of species desired, indicating age, sex, behavior or

color phase. Catalog slides are $3.00 each, non-catalog
slides are $4.00 each, with a minimum order of 5 slides
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. (These slides are for non--
commercial use only and may not be duplicated.)

VISUAL RESOURCES for ORNITHOLOGY

Write: VIREO/Academy of Natural Sciences
1900 Ben Franklin Parkway Phila, PA 19103




AUDUBON CLASSIC CALENDARS FOR 1997

and introducing the AUDUBON 365 BIRDS PAGE-A-DAY™ CALENDAR IN FULL COLOR!

Audubon calendars have a long tra-

dition of featuring the best in
nature photography—showing land-
scapes, birds, wildflowers, and animals.

They make great holiday gifts for family

and friends and also support THE
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY.

All seven Audubon Calendars are
printed on recycled paper. ®

AUDU’BON

AUDUBON AMERICA CALENDAR 1997
Celebrating the distinctive landscapes
and historic sites of the American
homeland, like a family photo album.
46 photographs. §9.95

AUDUBON
WiLD BIRDS

AUDUBON WILD BIRDS
CALENDAR 1997
All manner of avian life, from backyard

warbler to bird of prey, featuring birds
in action. 49 photographs. $9.95

AUDUBON NATURE CALENDAR 1997
A year of splendid nature photogra-
phy—landscapes, seascapes, wildflow-
ers—showecasing the earth’s diverse ter-

rains. 48 photographs. $9.95

AUDUBON WILDFLOWERS
CALENDAR 1997
Kaleidoscopic poppies, elegant lady’s

slippers, and other flowers that enliven

the landscape. 47 photographs. $9.95

AUDUBON 365 BIRDS PAGE-A-DAy™
CorLor CALENDAR FOR 1997

Be a birder all year long! A stunning
celebration of wild birds from around
the world—all in full-color pho-
tographs—plus lively captions.

;;89 ghotogtapbs, oo

AUDUBON

AUDUBON

Wild ANIMALS

AUDUBON WILD ANIMALS

CALENDAR 1997

The majestic beasts that epitomize
both the beauty and fragility of the
environment. 48 photographs. $9.95

AVAILABLE AT FINE BOOKSELLERS AND WHEREVER CALENDARS ARE SOLD PUBLISHED BY ARTISAN A DIVISION OF WORKMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY



Why
« Pentax!

As a Galapagos and Antarctica birding

guide | spend a lot of time at the busi-
ness end of my binoculars. Only one
binocular gives me the close focus and!
long cye relief | need, while putting
up with the knock-aboutr demands of
my job. Pentax works for me ...

and has for ycars.

Richard ]. Polatey i@
PEnrax

Galapagos Guide

8XA42 DI

High Resolution Binoculars

1o receive free information

about Pentax Spore Oprics products,

call 1-800-709-2020. hrep://www.pentax.com




