Saanich, s.e. Van. I., Nov. 16 (A.
McCarter). A large Dark-eyed Junco pas-
sage was noted at Swan L., Yukon Sept. 3
when >129 were tallied (HG). Of interest
was a Lapland Longspur, which remained
aboard a ship 50 km s.w. of Nootka Sound,
s.w. Van. L, for zwo days Oct 5-6 (JA).

A Bobolink, rare on Van. I., was banded
at R.PB.S., Sept. 22 (MGS ez 4l). Two
additional birds were at Rithet’s bog,
Saanich, Sept. 25 (KT). A W. Meadowlark
was far west at Long Beach, s.w. Van. [,
Oct. 29, and at nearby Tofino airport Nov.
2 (DGC). A Brambling in a flock of jun-
cos at Masset, Q.C.1., Nov. 20 (tPH) pro-
vided the 7th Q.C.I. record since 1971
and the Sth since 1983. White-winged
Crossbills continued to flood the higher
elevations of the south. Observers driving
the 35 km from Kelowna o Big White Ski
Resort in mid-August made regular stops
and counted about 35 White-wingeds at
each (CC, CS, DW). Twenty-five White-
wingeds were banded at R.P.B.S. during
August and September!

Corrigenda

AFN 49:3: p. 298: Delete reference to Pitt
L. in the Black Tern entry. On page 300,
Table of late arrivals. the heading of col-
umn 3 should read “Number of days late.”

Initialled contributors and sub-regional ed-
itors (in boldface): Marty Allen (MAI),
David Allinson, John Anderson, Lorraine
Andrusiak, Gerry Ansell, Steve Ansell, Cathy
Antoniazzi, Helen Antoniazzi, Brad Arner,
Kristen Arnett, Ron Bates, Jeremy Baum-
bach (JeB}, John Baumbrough (JBa), B.C.
Field Ornitholigists (B.C.EO.), Barbara
Begg, Bruce Bennett (BrB), Mike Bentley
{MBe), Hank Bergen, Mona Bergen (MoB),
Rinchen Boardman (RBo), Lauren Bradley,
Doug Brown (DoB), Denise Brownlie,
Andy Buehler, Linda Cameron, R. Wayne
Campbell (RWC), Jean M. Cannings
(JMC), Julia J. Cannings (JJC), Richard J.
Cannings (R]JC), Russell C. Cannings
(RCC), Steve R. Cannings (SRC), Donald

G. Cecile (DGC), Chris Charlesworth, "

Daphne Charman, Bob Church (BoCh), Vi
B. Chungranes (VBC), Mary Collins
(MCo), Denny Dennison, Brent Diakow,
Eilleen Dilabough (EDi), John Dorsey,
Adrian Dorst, Eva Durance (EDu), Oakley
Dyer, Cameron Eckert, Rob Florkiewicz,
David E Fraser (DFF), Bryan R. Gates
(BRG), Tracee Geernaert (TGe), Phil
Gehlen, Lew Glentworth, Glen Goerzen,
Andy & Jan Gossen (A&]GY), Tony Green-
field, Helmut Grunberg, Betty Hagen,
Peter Hamel, Connie Hawley (CHa), Stu-
art Holwill, Richard R. Howie (RRH}),
Bertie Hull (BHu), Charlotte Husband,

Doug W. & Marion A. Innes (DW&MAI),
John Ireland, Alvaro Jaramillo, Daryl John-
son, Fran M. Johnson (FM]), Frank Kime,
Sandra Kinsey, Nancy Krueger, Greg Ku-
bica, Lee Kubica, Elsie Lafreniere, Marilyn
Lambert, Vi Lambie, Laird Law, John Luce,
Jo Ann Mackenzie (JAM), Hugh N.
Mackenzie (HNM), Jeannette McCrie
(JeM), Mike McGrenere (MMcG), Stuart
McKay (StM), Tom McKeon, Jack McLeod,
Bill Mackie, Diana V. Maloff (DVM), Der-
rick Marven, Herb Mathews (HeM), Nigel
Martthews, Mitch Meredith, Brian Mitchell
(BrM), Steve Mlodinow (SMI), Robert
Morford (RMo), Randi Mulder (RaM), Bob
Murkett (BMu), Brin Nevile, Elsie Nyky-
fork, Marie O’Shaughnessy (MOS), Rory
Patterson, David Pearce, Matk Phinney
(MPh), Rosamund Pojar (RPo), Doug Pow-
ell (DPo), Syd Roberts, Lesley Robertson,
Don Robinson, Ron Satterfield, Barbara M.
Sedgwick (BMS), Michael G. Shepard
(MGS), Chris Siddle, Shey Simpson,
Pamela Sinclair, Andrew Stewart, David
Stitling, Barb Studds (BaSt), Bob Studds
(BoSt), Keith Taylor, Russell Tkachuk
(RTk), Rick Toochin (RTo), Sandy Uhreen,
Hank Vander Pol (HVP), Vancouver Rare
Bird Alert (VaRBA), Victoria Rare Bird
Alert (ViRBA), Lynn Vogt, Sid & Emily
Watts (S&EW), Tim Weaver, Bruce Whit-
tington (BWh), Betsy Williams (BWi), Don
Wilson, Gwynneth Wilson, Mark Wynja
(MWy), Yukon Bird Club (Y.B.C.).

—Jack Bowling, RR1-S14-C41, Prince
George, BC V2N 2H8. E-mail: jchowl-
ing@mindlink.bc.ca
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BILL TWEIT AND JEFF GILLIGAN

The fall precipitation began early, with
heavy rains by Labor Day. The remainder
of the fall was wetter than usual, terminat-
ing with flooding in the northwest part of
the region at the end of November. This
fall was remarkable for a tremendous vari-
ety of really rare birds, but otherwise
migration was very ordinary. The spectacu-
lar list of rarities included Murphy’s Petrel,
Steller’s Eider, Little Stint, White-winged
Dove, Broad-tailed Hummingbird, Fork-
tailed Flycatcher, Northern Wheatear, and
Yellow-throated Vireo. The Oregon coast
beat the desert oases of southeast Oregon
for the good warblers, an unusual turn of
events. Abundance of many pelagic species
remained low, which was particularly true
of local breeders, migrants from the Arctic,
and Sooty Shearwater.

Abbreviations: PN.P. (Point No Point, Kit-
sap Co., WA); Sauvie (Sauvie I., Columbia
Co., OR); S.].C.R. (south jerty of the
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Columbia R., Clatsop Co., OR); O.S.
(Ocean Shores, Grays Harbor Co., WA);
W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. delta, Walla
Walla Co., WA).

Loons to Ducks

One Red-throated Loon at Saddle Mt.,
Grant, WA Nov. 12 (AS) was the only inte-
rior report. Six Pacific Loons, less than
expected, were reported from the Colum-
bia Basin Oct. 14+ (J. Tangren, WH, AS,
SM). A Yellow-billed Loon at Blue L.,
Grant, Nov. 4+ (WH, m.ob.) provided the
3rd interior record for Washington, all
since 1992. Coastal reports of Yellow-billed
Loons included one at Salsbury Pt., Kizsap,
WA Sept. 30+ (VN) and one at Sequim,
Clallam, WA Nov. 30 (EK). A record num-
ber of fall reports of Clark’s Grebe apart
from breeding areas totaled 15; only eight
of these were from coastal locations. The
inland reports included five from reservoirs
and lakes in the Cascade range: one at
Agate L., Jackson, OR Sept. 6 (DC), one
on Detroit Res., Marion, OR Nov. 14 (JL),
one at Timothy L., Clackamas, OR Oct.
27 (PaSu), and two at Rimrock L., Yzkima,
WA Oct. 21 (N. LaFramboise).

Black-footed Albatross were found in
normal numbers off both Oregon and
Washington; 212 off Westport Sept. 9
(T'W) was the peak. The Laysan Albatross
found dying on the beach at Lincoln City,
Lincoln, OR Sept. 16 (fide HN) was the
only report. Northern Fulmar counts off
Westport, WA peaked at 540 Oct. 8
(TW), typical numbers for a good fall. An
unprecedented movement of fulmar into
Puget Sound began at the end of Novem-
ber; the first sightings were five at PN.P.
(VN) and one at Pt. Wilson, Jefferson (J.
Hampton), both Nov. 29. The first docu-
mented fall record of Murphy’s Petrel in
the coastal n.e. Pacific was of two off
Westport Aug. 31 (fTW, ph., m.ob.). The
largest numbers of Buller’s Shearwater
since 1988 were found off Washington,
with a peak of 477 Oct. 7 (BT). The Ore-
gon peak was only 11 out of Newport
Oct. 7 (GG). Oregon and Washington
also had disparate counts of Sooty Shear-
water, with <100,000 onshore in Oregon
at S.J.C.R., Sept. 26 (MP), compared to a
very low 6600 pelagic trip peak off Wash-
ington Aug. 26 (TW). Encouragingly, that
was a larger number than last year’s peak
of 2250.

At least three imm. Brown Pelicans
appeared in Puget Sound, where they are
always unusual, with sightings as far south
as Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, Aug. 22
(H. Fuss), n. to Picnic Pt., Snohomish,
Sept. 24 (SM, and PN.P, Oct. 13 (VN).

On the outer coast, 15 were still at Coos

Bay, Coos, OR Nov. 25 (RH). At least
seven Great Egrets in the Puget Sound
area, from Tacoma n. to Skagit (m.ob.)
and ten at Dry Falls, Grant, WA Sept. 11
(JA, WH) were n. of their normal fall dis-
persal range. A pittance of Cattle Egrets,
the lowest number since 1988, were
reported. Two were found on the Oregon
coast (RH), one on the Washington coast
(TL), two in the Puget Sound lowlands
{fide RR), and there was only one interior
record (AS); virtually all the records were
in November. Trumpeter Swans are scarce
in w. Oregon: one at Eckman L., Lincoln,
was present for the entire period (fide JG)
and the regular wintering flock returned to
Polk by mid-November (RH). Mute
Swans, an increasing exotic, were reported
from Dungeness, Clallam, WA all fall
(BN) and at Lummi Flats, Whatcom, WA
Nov. 11 (KK). Emperor Geese at Sauvie
Oct. 31-Nov. 2 (JM) and at Carlton,
Yambill, OR Nov. 18 (HN) were the only
reports. The usual handful of Brant found
inland included birds in the westside low-
lands at Sauvie and nearby Ridgefield
N.W.R., Oct. 24-Nov. 2 (JM, EA) and at
Woodland, Cowlitz, WA Nov. 8 (EA).
More unusual were three in the interior at
Stratford L., Douglas, WA Sept. 26 (AS).
The Canada Goose surveys of the lower
Columbia R. found only 210 “Duskies” in
the Vancouver—Woodland area and
28,000 “Cackling” in the same area (JE).
These numbers fit the recent trend of very
depressed numbers of Duskies and elevat-
ed numbers of Cackling geese. One Eur.
Green-winged Teal was at Kent, King, WA
Oct. 23+ (PtSu). A ? Blue-winged Teal
with seven half-grown young at Lincoln
City, Lincoln, Aug. 29 (DF) provided a
rare coastal breeding record for Oregon. A
3 Steller’s Eider at the W.W.R.D., Sept.
9-13 (tM&MLD, ph., m.ob.) represent-
ed the 2nd Washington record and the
first occurrence in the interior of the lower
48. Other sea duck numbers from the
interior were relatively normal, except two
Harlequin Duck reports in the Columbia
Basin: one at Lower Coulee Lakes, Grant,
WA Sept. 24 (AS) and three at Soap L.,
Grant, WA Oct. 1 (AS). Normal numbers
of inland reports for Oldsquaw totaled
five, with 13 Surf Scoters and 13 White-

winged Scoters.

Kites to Phalaropes

A census of Turkey Vulture migration over
the Strait of Juan de Fuca Sept. 24 found
>700 birds (D. MacRae). Eight sightings
of Osprey in November from the
Willamette Valley, the Umpqua Valley,
and along the Oregon coast (m.ob.) were a
good indication that more individuals are

remaining later than in previous decades,
when the population was smaller. The
nesting pair of Osprey in Pasco, WA
fledged three young (BW); this is the first
nesting in the Tri-Cities area in at least 30
years. Improved numbers of White-tailed
Kite were noted: eight at Denman
W.M.A., Jackson, OR Nov. 3 (HS) was the
largest concentration. There was a good
showing along the coast, with nine in
Tillamook in November and birds as far
north as Leadbetter Pt., Pacific, WA Sept
2 (SM, BT). In s.w. Washington, birds
were reported from the Pacific and Wahks-
akum locations where they are regular
Reports from unusual locales included one
in the s. Cascades near Fish L., Jackson,
OR Aug. 15 (E. Setterberg), one at Wood-
land, Cowlitz, WA Nov. 2 (1JE), one at
Centralia, Lewss, WA Nov. 19 (PtSu), and
two at LaGrande, Pierce, WA Nov. 19
(TB). Red-shouldered Hawk numbers
continue to improve, with 4 reports n. of
their usual range in w. Oregon (MN, BT,
HN, J. Beckman) and one from the interi-
or at LaPine, Deschutes, OR Sept. 18
(SRu). The southernmost Gyrfalcon
reports were from Baskett Slough N.W.R ,
Polk, OR Nov. 9-10 (¥BTi) and Finley
N.W.R., Benton, OR Nov 11-18 (BK).
The count of 3860 Sandhill Crane at
Sauvie and nearby Ridgefield N.W.R ,
Oct. 11 is the highest since surveys began
in 1991 (JE). Improved numbers of gold-
en-plovers were reported, primarily from
w. Washington. The total of about 150
was evenly divided between unidentified
birds, Americans, and Pacifics. A Pacific
Golden-Plover, well described in close
comparison with an American at Atkins
L., Douglas, WA Sept. 8 (1JA), provided
one of the first acceptable interior records
for Washington. Black-necked Stilts at
Portland Sept. 4 (S. Butt) and Am. Avo-
cets at Stanwood, Snobomish, WA Sept. 4
(SM), at Nehalem, 7illamook, OR Sept
9-14 (DB et al.), five at Sauvie Sept
19-23 (JG, DB), and two at Coos Bay,
Coos, OR Sept. 30 (T. Kenefick) were reg-
ular fall stragglers to the westside. Solitary
Sandpiper reports were above average in w
Oregon, but not w. Washington. Fifteen
reports from e. Washington was unre-
markable. Most of the reports were from
August, as is typical: singles at Forest
Grove, Washington, OR Oct. 1 (DL) and
Spencer 1., Snohomish, WA Oct. 8 (SM)
were late. A tattler, reported as a Wander-
ing, found inland at Kirtland Rd., Jackson,
OR Oct. 15 (T. Phillips) was later than
any coastal sighting and an inland rarity
An Upland Sandpiper at Leadbetter Pt,
Pacific, WA Aug. 20 (BTh, JC) represent-
ed the 4th fall record in the last 5 years,

106

FIELD NOTES

SPRING 1996




there were no fall records in the previous
decade. The imm. Hudsonian Godwit
near Florence, Lane, OR Aug. 6 (DB) was
the only report of the rarest of the 3 god-
wits in the Region. An ad. Bar-tailed God-
wit at O.S. remained in alternate plumage
Aug. 5 (D. Wright, M. Ahearn) and an
immature was at Tokeland, Pacific, WA
Sept. 27-Nov. 19 (BSu ez al,, ph.). Mar-
bled Godwit were still present on the Ore-
gon coast Oct. 8: four were at Bandon,
Coos (AC), and five were at Siletz Bay, Lin-
coln (PaSu). In Washington, birds at the
Yakima R. delta, Benton, Aug. 16-21
(BW) and the W.W.R.D., Aug. 20-21
(AS, BW) were interior rarities. On the
coast, the peak count of the wintering
population at Tokeland, Pacific, was 440
Oct. 7 (SM), one of the highest totals ever
reported there. Red Knots are rare in the
wnterior; an adult was at W.W.R.D., Aug.
15 (SRa), an immature was at Atkins L.,
Douglas, WA Aug. 26 (SRa), and another
was at W.W.R.D.,, Sept. 7 (M&MLD). At
least 18 Semipalmated Sandpiper were
reported from e. Washington and 16 from
w. Washington. Photographs of a Little
Stint at S.J.C.R., Aug. 10-11 (MPE, HN)
are being examined by the Oregon
Records Committee to determine whether
this provides the 3rd record for Oregon.
Stepnewski found 105 Baird’s Sandpiper
at Atkins L., Douglas, WA Aug. 27 for one
of the higher counts ever recorded in the
Region. A few Baird’s remained late: one
at $.J.C.R,, Oct. 1 (HN), two on the
Waterville Plateau, Douglas, WA Oct. 1
(AS), and one at W.W.R.D., Oct. 13
(M&MLD). Pectoral Sandpiper numbers
were undistinguished, with most localities
peaking at ten or less. The number of
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper reports was also
low; they included singles at O.S., Sept.
10-15 (M&MLD), at Everett, Snobomish,
WA Oct. 16-23 (SM), and Dungeness,
Clallam, WA Oct. 24 (BN). Stilt Sand-
piper numbers were below average, with
11 in e. Washington, five in w. Washing-
ton, and seven in w. Oregon. Buff-breast-
ed Sandpiper numbers recovered some-
what from their absence last fall. Three in
Oregon included birds at the Rogue R.
mouth, Curry, Aug. 27-30 (DM ez al.),
the North Spit, Coos Bay, Coos, Sept. 9
(BK), and the Siuslaw R. mouth, Lane,
Aug. 31 (TM). In Washington, <four were
at O.S., Aug. 20-Sept. 5 (PtSu ez al). All
4 Ruff reports were from the westside: at
Bandon, Coos, OR Sept. 3 (JG), at Tillam-
ook, OR Aug. 26 (T]J), at Seattle Sept.
1-2 (R. Stogsdill, m.ob.) for a first King
record, and at O.S,, Sept. 4 (D. Jennings).
For 6 consecutive years, Red-necked
Phalarope numbers on the ocean have

been poor; the peak pelagic trip total was
105 off Westport Aug. 12 (TW). Coastal
and inland counts were also low, with 300
at PN.P, Sept. 8 (VN) the highest report-
ed. Red Phalarope numbers were also
lousy: Four off Westport Oct. 7 (BT)
topped the pelagic counts, and none was
reported from the interior.

Jaegers to Owls
Pomarine Jaeger numbers improved from
the previous 2 falls with peak pelagic
counts of 77 off Westport Aug. 26 (T'W)
and coastal counts of 15 at the N. Jetty,
Pacific, WA Sept. 2 (SM, BT). Pelagic
counts of Parasitic Jaeger remained in the
single digits (TW), but Puger Sound
counts .were average or better, with a peak
of 37 at PN.P, Sept. 19 (VN). None was
reported from the interior. Thirteen Long-
tailed Jaegers off Newport, OR Aug. 20
was the highest pelagic total reported
(GGQG); there were an unusual number of
coastal and interior reports. One was at
Richland, Benton, WA Sept. 7 (D. Rock-
well), an adult was at Edmonds,
Snohomish, WA Sept. 13 (J. Anderson), an
adult was at Kingston, Kizsap, WA Oct. 7
(fide RR), and an immature was at PN.P,
Oct. 23 (VN). To complete the litany, S.
Polar Skua numbers were also down: Three
off Westport Oct. 7 (BT) was the peak.
Franklin’s Gull numbers declined after
showing some signs of increase last fall.
Western Oregon had two: one at Yaquina
Bay, Lincoln, July 30—Aug. 6 (DF) and
one at Tillamook Oct. 29 (P. Muuller, L.
Weiland). Eastern Washington had one at
W.W.R.D., Sept. 9-Oct. 9 (M&MLD),
and w. Washington reports totaled nine.
An ad. Little Gull was at the regular
haunts at P.N.P., Nov. 5 (VN). Two
unusual inland records of Heermann’s
Gull were a first-year at Roosevelt, Klicki-
tat, WA QOct. 15 (LG) and a sub-adult at
Richland, Benton, WA Oct. 25 (R. Fisch-
er). A Mew Gull at Kennewick, Benton,
WA Sept. 21 was early for the interior
(BW), and another at McNary N.W.R.,
Walla Walla, WA Nov. 25 (AS) was the
only other interior report. At least four
Thayer’s Gulls were found in the Colum-
bia Basin: an adult at Roosevelt, Klickitat,
WA Oct. 28 (LG), one at McNary
N.W.R., Walla Walla, WA Nov. 5 (TAS),
one at Blue L., Grant, WA Nov. 12 (KK),
and one at Ice Harbor Dam, Franklin, WA
Nov. 26 (AS). Rounding out the large
gulls inland were W. Gulls at McNary
N.W.R., Walla Walla, WA Nov. 5 (tAS),
two at John Day Dam, Klickitat, WA
Nov. 24 (SM), and five at McNary Dam,
Benton, WA Nov. 26 (AS). A Western X
Glaucous-winged Gull near Tou Velle S.2,

Jackson, was a rarity for the Rogue
Valley (E. Pugh, HS). The only Glaucous
Gull report came from Pt. Roberts, Whaz-
com, WA Nov. 11 (PtSu), indicating a
poor winter.

Two inland reports of Black-legged Kit-
tiwake were from the Columbia R., a first-
year at White Bluffs, Granz, WA Oct. 22
(tAS) and one downstream at John Day
and the Dalles dams Nov. 24-26 (SM,
WC). Eight were from Puget Sound: a
first-year at PN.P.,, Nov. 10 (VN), six
adults at Sekiu, Clallam, WA Nov. 12
(BN), and one at Tacoma, Pierce, Nov. 13
(M. Roening). This represented an unusu-
al number away from the outer coast.
Inland Sabine’s Gull numbers were simi-
larly high, while pelagic totals were low.
The inland numbers were topped by three
immatures at Richland, Benton, WA Sept.
7 (BW); other reports were one immature
at WW.R.D., Sept. 8-10 (M&MLD), one
at Soap L., Grant, WA Sept. 10 (AS), two
immatures at Winthrop, Okanogan, WA
Sept. 15 (P. Moorhead), one immarure at
Bainbridge 1., Kitsap, WA Sept. 3 (D.
Marshall), and one at P.N.P.,, Sept. 8
(VN). The peak pelagic count was 18 off
Westport Aug. 12 (TW). Fall Elegant Tern
numbers continue to decrease annually:
Two were at Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, OR
Aug. 26 (A. Floyd), one was at O.S., Aug,
13 (BSu), five were at Alsea Bay, Lincoln,
OR Sept. 5 (DF), one adult was at Gold
Beach, Curry, OR Sept. 10 (AC), and two
were at S.J.C.R., Sept. 10 (HN). Com-
mon Terns were sparingly reported; the
peak count was 800 at PN.P, Aug. 24
(VN) and the only inland report was one
at Baskert Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR Sept.

© 7 (BTi). Arctic Tern numbers were low

offshore, with a peak of cight off Westport
Aug. 12 (T'W), but there were an unusual
number of Oregon coastal reports. They
included two at the Siuslaw R. mouth,
Lane, Aug. 6 (PaSu), one at Alsea Bay,
Lincoln, Aug. 28-Sept. 5 (DF), one at
Bandon, Coes, Sept. 3 (JG), and two at
Yaquina Bay, Lincoln, Septr. 10 (S.
Dowlan). A Forster’s Tern at Minto 1.,
near Salem, Polk, OR Aug. 17 (D. Peder-
son) provided the usual single westside
report.-Similarly, Black Terns were at Fin-
ley N.W.R., Benton, OR Aug. 9 (K. Merri-
field), at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, OR Aug.
20 (RK), three at Renton, King, WA Aug.
17 (JiF), at PN.P, Sept. 9 (VN), at Posses-
sion Pt., [sland, WA Sept. 10 (SM) and at
PN.P, Sept. 20 (VN).

There were 36 Marbled Murrelet at
Cape Meares, Tillamook, OR Sept. 9, a
good number for that location (JJ, DB).
Two Xantus’ Murrelets reported 40 mi off
Newport, OR Oct. 7 (GG ez al.) provided
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about the 2nd fall report for the decade.
The Ancient Murrelet peak in Puget
Sound was a healthy 305 at PN.P, Nov. 5
(VN), and on the Oregon coast a heavy
migration was noted throughout Novem-
ber (JG). Cassin’s Auklet have become less
unusual in Puget Sound, but they are still
noteworthy: One was off Port Townsend,
Jefferson, Nov. 12 (RRi) and one was at
PN.P, Nov. 13 (VN).

A Band-tailed Pigeon w. of Richland,
Benton, WA Oct. 1 (BRi) was a vagrant
into the Columbia Basin. The White-
winged Dove at Brookings, Curry, Oct.
5-11 provided Oregon’s 4th record (J.
Sheldon ez al). The Burrowing Owl that
has wintered near Halsey, Linn, OR for 2
previous winters arrived Oct. 31 (RH, H.
Herlyn). Wandering Barred Owls included
one at North Plains, Washington, OR Sept.
10 (C. Gutmann) and two at Palouse Falls
S.B, Franklin, WA Oct. 7 M&MLD). A
Great Gray Owl near Ruch, Jackson, in the
Siskyou Mts., Nov. 30 was w. of its usual
range in the Cascades (K. Chambliss).
Boreal Owls were found at 3 locations in
the Blue Mts.: above Tollgate, Umatilla,
OR Oct. 6 (C. Corder), at Tablerock
Lookout, Columbia, WA Aug. 27 (PtSu,
KK) and at Mt. Misery, Garfield, WA Oct.
1 (PtSu, KK). One was reported from the
North Cascades at Hart’s Pass, Okanogan,
Aug. 5 (D. Stephens).

Swifts to Finches

Black Swifts are rarely detected as migrants
in Oregon: Singles were seen at Howard
Prairie Res., Jackson, Aug. 23 (R. Thowless)
and at Sutherlin, Douglas, Oct. 1 (KW). A
Broad-tailed Hummingbird at Washougal,
Skamania, Aug. 1-3 (tWC) would provide
the first Washington record, if accepted.
There were 3 very late records of
Rufous/Allen’s type hummingbirds: at
Medford, jackson, OR Oct. 10 (S. Janes),
at Richland, Benton, WA Nov. 4 (fide T.
Greager), and at Harbor, Curry, OR Now.
28 (DM). Lewis’ Woodpecker reports
appeared to be on the increase after several
scarce years. They were common in the
Rogue Valley and adjacent foothills in Sep-
tember, but were scarce thereafter (HS).
Four were found in Josephine Nov. 2, where
they are normally hard to find, and scat-
tered sightings from the mid-Willamette
Valley from late September+ were
improved numbers over recent yeast. One
near Lester, King, Aug. 26 (EH) represent-
ed a first recent county report. The small
population of Acorn Woodpeckers in
Washington that was thought to have van-
ished was relocated near Lyle, Klickitat, in
October (M&MLD, m.ob.). The area

showed signs of several years of woodpeck-

er habitation. A Three-toed Woodpecker
found on the trail to Red L., on the w. bor-
der of Klamath Oct. 8 (DC, HS) was at
the very s. end of their range in the Ore-
gon Cascades.

A Least Flycatcher was at Washtucna,
Adams, WA Sept. 29 (KK) for the only fall
report. Five reports of Say’s Phoebe in w.
Oregon was above average: two near Ash-
land, Jackson, Oct. 29 (K. Wagner, P. Trail),
one at Sutherlin, Douglas, Sept. 21 (KW),
one near Corvallis (MN), and one at
S.J.C.R, Sept. 9 (A. Emlibn). Three Ash-
throated Flycatcher reports from w. Oregon
was also above average: one at Whaleshead,
Curry, Sept. 2 (J. Bischoff), one at Fern
Ridge Res., Lane, Aug. 20 (RK), and one at
S.J.C.R., Aug. 25 (MP). Four Tropical
Kingbird records from the coast are the
largest fall total since 1986: one at Cape
Blanco, Curry, OR Oct. 5 (CD), one at
0.S., Oct. 16 (BW), one near Florence,
Lane, OR Nov. 18-24 (TR et al), and one
at S.J.C.R,, Nov. 27 (J. Epstein). A Tropical
Kingbird photographed at Malheur
N.W.R. on the very eatly date of Sept. 27
(D. Herr, S. Jones) provided an amazing
record; it may be the farthest inland record
of a fall dispersant. Probably eclipsing that
sighting was the Fork-tailed Flycatcher at
Chinook, Pacific, WA Sept. 12-13 (B.
Ramsey, T. Kroha, m.ob., ph.). This was
the first record for the Region.

At least ten Bank Swallows were report-
ed from the westside, about normal, and
on the eastside one at McNary N.W.R.,
Walla Walla, WA Oct. 13 (M&MLD) was
quite late. Other late dates for swallows
included a Cliff Swallow at Forest Grove,
Washington, OR Nov. 19 (DL) and a Barn
Swallow at Ankeny N.W.R., Marion, OR
Nov. 18 (JL). A hybrid Cliff X Barn Swal-
low was at Deer Lagoon, Island, WA Aug.
20 (tSM, RR). Blue Jay numbers were
low, providing a strong contrast to last fall.
The only reports were one in Seattle, WA
Nov. 10-18 (E. Peaslee) and two near
North Bend, King, WA Nov. 25 (fide RR).
A Scrub Jay at Goldendale, Klickitat, Aug.
26 (D. Paulson) was at the e. limit of its
Washington range, and two in Kitsap in
October (fide RR, VN) were at their n.w.
limit. The White-breasted Nuthatch at
Belfair, Mason, WA Sept. 5 (PtSu) was a
new location, while two at the Flett Basin,
Pierce, Oct. 23 (PtSu) were at their only
remaining breeding location in the Puget
lowlands. Bewick’s Wrens at Colfax, Whit-
man, and Potholes, Grant, Oct. 2 (PtSu,
KK) indicate that their range expansion in
e. Washington is continuing.

W. Bluebirds had a successful nesting
season in the mid-Willamette valley; 403
young were banded on the Corvallis Blue-

bird Trail (E. Eltzroth). An imm. North-
ern Wheatear at Tillamook Oct. 28 (JC,
BTh, ph. 1]J]J) provided Oregon’s 3rd
report. Five N. Mockingbirds were report-
ed from the expected places, one in the
Rogue valley (DM) and two on the Ore-
gon coast (C. Roberts, T, E. Specht); the
pair that bred at Vernita, Grant, WA were
last reported Aug. 5 (G. Hendrickson). A
Brown Thrasher at Tigard, Washingron,
OR Nov. 9 (R. Rolfe) was the only report
of this almost annual vagrant. Two
Bohemian Waxwings appeared with
Cedars near Salem, Marion, OR Oct. 23
(JL); they are always rare in the
Willamette Valley. In the interior, they
began appearing in November, as usual
The Loggerhead Shrike that has wintered
for 4 consecutive years in Jackson, OR
reappeared Oct. 27 (HS). There were sev-
eral early arrival dates for N. Shrike in w
Washington: at Seattle Sept. 22 (E. New-
bold) and at Lummi Flats, Whatcom, Sept
28 (P. Hotlen). Their numbers were com-
paratively low.

The Yellow-throated Vireo at Spencer
L., Snohomish, Oct. 26-28 (KA, m.ob,
ph.) provided the first Washington record
A Solitary Vireo at the same location Nov
12 (RSa, J. Fryers) was very late. The
“Eastern” Solitary Vireo at Searttle Sept. 8
was the first report of this subspecies for
Washington (1KA); there are several recent
Oregon records. The only Tennessee War-
bler reported was one at Seattle Sept. 8-9
(tKA). A Nashville Warbler at Brookings,
Curry, OR Nov. 1 (FH) was late, although
there are previous November records. The
best vagrant warbler reports were all from
the Oregon coast: a Chestnut-sided War-
bler netted and photographed Sept. 28 at
Cape Blanco, Curry (D. Vroman, S. Hoot-
man); a Magnolia Warbler at Seaside,
Clatsop, Oct. 1 (JG); a @ Black-throated
Blue Warbler netted and photographed at
Cape Blanco Oct. 5 (CD, J. Blithe); and a
Prairie Warbler at Brookings, Curry, Oct
12 (FH, DM). A & Black-throated Gray
Warbler at Richland, Benton, WA Oct. 4
(BW) was unusually far east. Palm War-
blers were found in their normal small
numbers along the Oregon coast; there
were no Washington reports. The Brewer’s
Sparrows on Sugarloaf Mt., Polk, in the
Oregon Coast Range Sept. 2-3 (BTi) and
at WW.R.D., Sept. 7 (M&MLD) were
both locally rare. A Chipping Sparrow was
late in Brookings, Curry, OR Nov. 25-26
(CD et al)), along with the only fall report
of Clay-colored Sparrow. Vesper Sparrows
are unusual migrants on the outer coast
Singles were at Tillamook, OR Oct. 29
(H. Gilmore) and at S.J.C.R., Oct. 22
(SRu). Swamp Sparrows were reported in
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the customary small numbers along the
Oregon coast, seven were found in w.
Washington, and none was reported from
the interior. Only three Harris’ Sparrow
were reported, a very low fall total: singles
at Waldport, Lincoln, OR Nov. 2-18
(D&B Mabhler), at Coppei Cr., Walla
Walla, WA Nov. 4 (M&MLD), and at
Spencer 1., Snohomish, WA Oct. 30 (S.
Atkinson). It was a better-than-average
year for Snow Bunting on the westside.
Small numbers were found on the Oregon
n. coast in November (J. Simmons, A.
McGie). Two at Harbor, Curry, OR Nov.
19 were rare that far south (DM), one on
Mary’s Peak, Benton, OR Nov. 18 was rare
in the Coast Range (BK er 4l), six near
Halsey, Linn, OR Nov. 11 were rare in the
Willamette Valley (TR et 4l), and 33 at
the Samish Flats, Skagiz, WA Nov. 12
(GB) were the largest westside count. The
peak interior count was a healthy 300 at
Harrington, Lincoln, WA Nov. 5 (JA).

Fall reports of Bobolink are unexpected;
there were 5 this season: singles at Atkins
L., Douglas, WA Aug. 27 (AS) and Seattle
Sept. 5 (JiF), one banded at Sequim, Cla/-
lam, WA Sept. 12 (EK), another at Seattle
Oct. 1-2 (BSu), and one in Newport, Lin-
coln, OR Nov. 12-16 (C. Philo ez al).
Single Rusty Blackbirds were at Dunge-
ness, Clallam, WA Sept. 24 (B. Boekelhei-
de) and at Seattle Oct. 31 (KA). Juvenile
Yellow-headed Blackbirds, rare westside
breeders, were found at Deer Lagoon,
Island, WA Aug. 19 (SM, RR), confirming
breeding there. The White-winged Cross-
bill invasion that began in the summer
continued through the fall, but was still
confined to Washington. Birds were
reported from all the n. mountain ranges
in numbers <40 (m.ob.}; ten at Stephens
Pass, King, Sept. 30 (KK, PtSu) were the
farthest south. A Com. Redpoll at a L.
Oswego, Clackamas, OR feeder Nov. 25
(M. Craig) was very unusual on the west-
side. Reports of Lesser Goldfinch from 2
Klickitat locations through November
indicate that the Washington population
persists (RR, SM, AS).

Initialed observers, with subregional edi-
tors in boldface: Kevin Aanerud, Jim
Acton, Eric Anderson, David Bailey, Barb
Bellin (Salem area), Thais Bock (Tacoma
area), Wilson Cady, Alan Contreras, Dick
Cronberg, John Crowell, Mike & Merry
L. Denny, Colin Dillingham, Joe Engler,
Datrell Faxon, Jim Flynn, Linda Gilbert,
Greg Gilson, Warren Hall, Rich Hoyer,
Fred Hummel, Eugene Hunn, Tim
Janzen, Jim Johnson, Robert Kelsh, Ken
Knittle, Merlene Koliner (Clarkston area),
Eugene Kridler, Brian Kruse, John Lund-

sten, Donna Lusthoff, Tom & Alison
Mickel (Lane), Steve Mlodinow, J.
Morawski, Don Munson, Mark Nebeker,
Harry Nehls (w. Oregon), Vic Nelson,
Bob Norton, Mike Patterson, Scott Ray
(SRa), Ted Regier, Russell Rogers (Wash-
ington), Skip Russell (SRu), Howard
Sands (Rogue valley), Dory & Stan Smith
(Clallam), Andy Stepnewski, Patrick Sulli-
van (PtSu), Paul Sullivan (PaSu), Bob
Sundstrom, Bill Thackaberry (BTh), Bill
Tice (BTi), Terry Wahl, Kay Wilson, Bob
Woodley.

—Bill Tweit, PO. Box 1271, Olympia,
WA 98507 and Jeff Gilligan, 25 NF 32nd
Ave., Portland, OR 97232.
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AND DANIEL S. SINGER

The entire fall season was very dry and
warm throughout the Region. Perhaps the
most notable effect was good observer
turnout, as reports were many and wide-
spread. No notable trends occurred over
ocean watets. The mild weather through-
out the West was to blame for most
species of waterfowl staying to the north
through the Season. The weather condi-
tions were perfect for passerine migrants,
and the vagrant pool was outstanding.
Landbird vagrants came from all direc-
tions, so it was hard to tell what forces
were in place. Our regular migrants and
winterers were felt to be late, on average.
Irruptives were noted by their widespread
absence, especially among berry eaters
such as Varied Thrush and waxwings.
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