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Dwight Peake, Rebecca Peterson, Tom 
Pincelli, Randy Pinkston (RPi), K. Plun- 
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Herbert I. Wessling, Ed Wetzel, Carl 
White, Matt White (MWh), John Whitde 
(JWh), Sue Wiedenfeld (SWied), Richard 
Wilberforce (RWi), Doug & Jane Wilds, 
Frances Williams, Steve Williams, Dalton 
Willis (DWi), Steve Willis (SWs), Petra 
Wirths-Hockey, Barry Zimmer. 

--Greg W. Lasley, 305 Loganberry Ct., 
Austin, TX 78745-6527 (GregLasley@ 
aoLcom) and Chuck Sexton, 101 E. 54th 
St., Austin, TX 78751-1232 (chuck_sex- 

ton@mail.fws.gov). 

Idaho- 
Western 
Montana 
Region 
DAN SVINGEN 

Fall 1995 was unseasonably mild Region- 
wide, with above-average temperature and 
precipitation. Observers noted three 
trends: low gamebird populations (a result 
of last summer's cool, wet weather), high 
Northern Shrike numbers, and many lin- 
gering migrants. 

Abbreviations: A. ER. (American Falls Res., 
by American Falls, ID). 

Loons to Hawks 

An early Pacific Loon was on Pend O'reille 
L., Bonner, ID Sept. 1 & 8 (JW). A car- 
killed Pacific Loon near Wolf Creek, Lewis 

and Clark, Nov. 2, provided Montana's 
first specimen (PW, *University of Mon- 
tana). Last fall, Cascade Res., Valley, ID 
attracted about 30 Pacific Loons, doubling 
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the number of Idaho sightings. This year, 
23 were present Oct. 21 (JG). Single 
Pacifics were in Post Falls, ID Oct. 21 
(PAC, GC, SHS), and at Bruneau Dunes 
S.P., Owybee, ID Nov. 20 (DNS, IS), 
while _•three were at A.ER. throughout 
November (CT, m.ob.). One-two locally 
rare Eared Grebes were on Coeur d'Alene 

L., ID Oct. 25-Nov. 30 (DJ). 
A locally rare Am. White Pelican flew 

over Lewiston Orchards, ID Sept. 10 
(LC). An Am. Bittern, once common in n. 
Idaho but now rarely reported, was at 
Cataldo Slough, Kootenai, Sept. 14 (RY). 
Great Egrets wander to n. Idaho every few 
years, but six at Kellogg Oct. 26 (SW) 
were unprecedented. Three White-faced 
Ibises at Mann L., Aug. 10 (WH, MS) 
provided a 3rd latilong record. A rare 
Green Heron was near Blackfoot, ID Sept. 
9-17 (LB). 

An imm. Trumpeter Swan at Little 
Camas Res., Elmore, ID Nov. 24 (DNS, 
IS), was a first for latilong 18. About 340 
Snow Geese died in a mine pit near Butte, 
MT in late November (fdePW); the cause 
of death is still under investigation, but 
waterborne toxins are suspected. 

Although no Eur. Wigeons were report- 
ed from perennial Idaho hot spots (St. 
Maries, Lewiston, and Boise), two were at 
Cascade Res., Oct. 21 (JG), while singles 
were near Haggerman, ID Nov. 14 (GS), 
and Marsing, ID Nov. 25 (JG). Single 
Harlequin Ducks were on A.F.R., Oct. 6 
(CT, MR) & 28 (CT), where accidental. 
Four very late Harlequin Ducks were near 
Hauser Dam, Lewis and Clark, MT Nov. 
24 and Dec. 2 (jV, MV). Two Oldsquaw 
at Lee Metcalf N.W.R., Ravalli, MT Nov. 
13 (DG) represented a latilong first. Idaho 
Oldsquaws included six on Cascade Res., 
Nov. 19 (DNS, IS) and two near Preston 
Nov. 11 (JB, MeS). Four SurfScorers were 
at American Falls, ID Oct. 28 (CT), while 
three were there Nov. 25 (CT, m.ob.). 
East-central Idaho's first White-winged 
Scorer was on the Salmon R. approximate- 
ly 20 mi upstream from Salmon Nov. 19 
(LH). An imm. White-winged was on 
Helena L., Lewis and Clark, MT Oct. 22 

(GHo), and a male was at Middle Thomp- 
son L., Lincoln, Nov. 19 (D&LH). A 
Hooded Merganser pair was on the 
Salmon R. about 10 mi downstream of 

Salmon Nov. 19, where a rare migrant 
(LH), while 20 Hoodeds were at Deer Flat 
N.W.R., Canyon, ID Nov. 19 (JG). 

A ketde of 412 Swainson's Hawks was 

in a recently burned field near Eden, ID 
Aug. 17 (JG). An early Rough-legged 
Hawk was at Kootenai N.W..R., Boundary, 
ID Sept. 19 (JRe). Falcon sightings were 
numerous this year, with most data corn- 

ing from falconers. Unusual sightings 
included single Peregrines at Mann L., 
Aug. 13 (m.ob.), on the Rathdrum Prairie, 
KootenaL ID Aug. 15 & 21 (RJ), and near 
Bonners Ferry, ID Aug. 21 (RJ). 

Grouse to Woodpeckers 
A Blue Grouse on Blacktail Butte near 

Grangeville Aug. 14 (DNS) provided one 
of very few recent local records of this 
declining species. A Virginia Rail along 
Warm Springs Cr., 10 mi s.e. of Challis, 
ID Oct. 16-Nov. 30 (ML) provided a lati- 
long 13 first. A Sofa lingered in w. Payette, 
ID Nov. 24 (JG, DNS, IS), where the 
species is uncommon and local. Sandhill 
Crane are rare in n. Idaho, making the 40 
Oct. ! (KD, DNS, IS) and two Oct. 8 at 
Mann L. noteworthy (JH, MH). 

An Am. Golden-Plover was at Mann L., 
Oct. 8-27, (JH, MH, m.ob.), n. Idaho's 
most dependable location for rare shore- 
birds. Solitary Sandpiper sightings includ- 
ed singles near Grangeville Aug. 14 & 24 
(DNS), near Cottonwood, ID Aug. 30 
(WH), and at Mann L., Sept. 2 (JH, 
MH). The Upland Sandpiper at the Silver 
Cr. Preserve, Blaine, ID Sept. 1 (fide CT) 
was likely a migrant attracted to the newly 
protected habitat. A Marbled Godwit was 
at Mann L., Aug. 6-7 (DS) where the 
species is almost annual, while another tar- 
ried at Helena L., Oct. 23 (DSk). High 
water levels in s.w. Idaho greatly reduced 
mudflat habitat. As a result, the only 
shorebird report was five Sanderlings at 
Indian Creek Res., Ada in September 
(BC). Dunlin are rare n. Idaho migrants, 
usually present only a day or two. This 
year, however, _<six birds were at Mann L., 
Oct. 8-Nov. 30 (JH, MH, DNS, m.ob.). 
The only Stilt Sandpiper report was 
one-two birds at Mann L., Aug. 3-7 
(DS). Four Short-billed Dowitchers were 
at Mann L., Oct. 8 0'JH, MH) for about 
Idaho's 20th record. Idaho's 4th Red 

Phalarope was at Mann L., Oct. 1-3 (KD, 
?DNS, IS, m.ob.). 

On Nov. 2-3, two ad. Mew Gulls and a 

first-winter Thayer's Gull were at the Pol- 
son, MT sewer ponds (DC, JRo, m.ob.). 
By Nov. 7, gull numbers at nearby Polson 
dump had surpassed the 1000 mark. 
Besides expected Ring-Billed and Califor- 
nia gulls, several Herrings, two Bona- 
parte's, a first-winter Thayer's and a first- 
winter Mew were present (DH). Southern 
Idaho's first, and the state's 7th, Mew Gull 
was at A.ER., Nov. 22 (?DNS, IS). On 
Nov. 27, a 3rd-winter Glaucous-winged 
Gull at the Polson dump became Mon- 
tana's first specimen (*University of Mon- 
tana). There were several w. Montana 
reports of single imm. Sabine's Gull, 

including birds at Helena L., Sept. 9 (LM, 
GHa), Freezeout L., 7•ton, Sept. 11 (MSc) 
and in Helena Sept. 22 (HZ). Idaho's 8th 
Sabine's Gull was near Haggerman Sept. 
30 (*RC, KR). 

Idaho's 8th Anna's Hummingbird, an 
imm. male, was at a Viola feeder Sept. 
2-10 (?JH, MH, tDNS, m.ob.). A late 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird was in 
Salmon Oct. 26-31 (HU). A "Yellow- 
shafted" N. Flicker, very rare and irregular 
in n. Idaho, expired in a Kamiah wood- 
stove (DD). 

Jays to Finches 
Compared to last fall's mighty invasion, 
this year's Blue Jay news was pretty tame. 
Single birds were in Lewiston Orchards, 
ID Oct. 9 (FC), Coeur d'Alene Oct. 16 
(JM), Boise, ID Oct. 28 (AL), and 
Moscow, ID Nov. 22 (DGb). 

Bewick's Wren began expanding its 
inland Northwest range in the 1950s. The 
species was first recorded in Idaho in 1982 
near Kamiah. Only two more Idaho 
Bewick's were reported over the next 9 
years. Since 1991, however, the species has 
been seen about 25 times. Almost all of 

these records are from the St. Joe, Palouse, 
or Clearwater R. drainages. A recently dis- 
covered photograph shows that the 
species' nested near Kamiah in 1986 (DD) 
for au Idaho first. This fall, family groups 
(numbering _<five birds) were also seen in 
Coyote Gulch, Nez Perce (KD, JH, MH, 
DNS), and at the Heart of the Monster 
Historical Site near Kamiah Oct. 8 

(DNS), while a single Bewick's was near 
Moscow Nov. 10 (IS). 

A late Winter Wren was near Condon, 
MT Nov. 21 (JE), and a late Swainson's 
Thrush was in McCall, ID Oct. 20 (JG). 
Varied Thrushes lingered near Condon, 
where six were heard calling Nov. 22 (JE). 

A N. Mockingbird was reported from 
Bonners Ferry, ID Oct. 11 (RDC). Idaho's 
6th Brown Thrasher was in e. Butte, ID 

Oct. 3 (DM, fide CT). Good numbers of 
Bohemian Waxwings arrived in c. Idaho 
by mid-November, with 300 in Cascade 
Nov. 19 (DNS, IS). The species was 
prominent in n.w. Montana, with thou- 
sands present in Kalispell by the end of 
the period (DC). 

An ad. c• Hooded Warbler was video- 

taped in a Boise backyard Nov. 11 (ph. 
GH, AL, HL). If accepted by the Rare 
Bird Committee, this will provide Idaho's 
2nd record; Idaho's first Hooded was pho- 
tographed nearby in 1983, on almost the 
same day of the year. A late Wilson's War- 
bler was in Somers, MT Nov. 12 (DC). 

Western Montana's first Field Sparrow 
in >50 years was on Stark Mt., Mineral 
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Takena decade ago but just recently brought 
to light, this photo documents the first kuown 
nstin of Bewlck's Wrou InIdaho. The site 
was Lawyer's Canyon near Kamlah, an the 
date was June 5, 1986. Phntograph/Dan 
Davis. 

Aug. 26 (VV). As usual, White-throated 
Sparrows were scattered throughout the 
Region. Sightings included an early bird 
Sept. 11 at Mann L. (DNS) and four at 
Kootenai N.W.R., Sept. 15 (RDC). Single 
Harris' Sparrows were in Bozeman, MT 
Oct. 13-15 (EL), Kalispell Nov. 14 (JRo), 
and at Bruneau Dunes S.P., Nov. 20 

(DNS, IS). 
A single Lapland Longspur near 

Kalispell in late October Oqde DC) provid- 
ed the only report. A flock of 14 Snow 
Buntings was along Cascade Res., Nov. 19 
(DNS, IS), while 11 were near Cataldo 
Nov. 9 (SW). Single Snow Buntings were 
at Minidoka N.W.R., Blaine, ID Nov. 21 
(DNS, IS) and at Bonners Ferry Oct. 26 
(RDC). About 1000 Snow Buntings were 
near Pablo, MT Nov. 11 (DH), one of the 
few places in the Region where the species 
can be expected in good numbers. 

Great-tailed Grackles continue to 

explore s. Idaho. Three females and a male 
were by Marsing Nov. 12-19 (CS, AS), 
and the Burley, ID flock returned there 
Sept. 12 (R&JL). A Pine Grosbeak at 
Thompson L., Aug. 15 OWN) was unusu- 
al for early fall. A c• White-winged Cross- 
bilJ was at Winchester S.P., Lewis Oct. 4 
(WH), and several small flocks were seen 
in the Lemhi Mts. of Butte and Custer, ID 

from mid-August to the end of November 
(m.ob). The species was particularly abun- 
dant this fall near Sandpoint (EC), and in 
Glacier N.P. (JE). Common Redpolls were 

abundant in n.w. Montana, with flocks 

numbering 120 near Condon Nov. 22 
(JE) and 130 in Glacier N.P. Nov. 26 (JE). 
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Sharon Ritter, Hadley Roberts, Ken 
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Roger Young. MONTANA: Dan Casey, 
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Dan Svingen, P.O. Box 132, Grange- 
ville, ID 83530. 

HUGH E. KINGERY 

I approach this, my last column for the 
Mountain West Region, with nostalgia, 
relief, and concern -- the latter for the 

inclination of National Audubon Society 
Field Notes observers to seek rare birds but 

to ignore common ones. It's hard to get 
excited over common species, and we all 
thrill when we find a rarity. On our family 
picture wall hangs a portrait of Colorado's 
second Long-billed Thrasher, which 
thrilled us when we found it on a January 
ski tour near Denver. But we also feature 

portraits of an American Dipper and a 
clutch of four baby Hammond's Flycatch- 
ers -- more relevant to my theme. 

My first Regional column covered 
Spring 1971. In the ensuing 25 years bird- 
ers have multiplied. But our greater num- 
bers don't direct great enough enthusiasm 
so that 25 years from now people may 
share the birdlife we value today. 

One contributors comment -- he does- 

n't think that common birds are impor- 
tant, at least to readers of Audubon Field 

Notes -- probably represents a lot of 
Audubon Field Notes readers. I disagree. 
Those common birds are vital. They con- 
stitute essential components of our envi- 
ronment. 

In my two-and-a-half decades (wow!), 
Bald Eagles and Peregrine Falcons recov- 
ered from their nadirs; but many neotropi- 
cal migrants, Lark Buntings and Moun- 
tain Plovers, and even magpies, have 
declined -- some drastically. Half the 
species endemic to short-grass prairies 
show significant declines. 

It's hard to divine how today's numbers 
compare with historic populations. In fact, 
it's hard even to figure out how to derive 
any meaningful comparisons. 

Year-round countg, like those spear- 
headed in the Indian Peaks west of Boul- 

der, Colorado by Dave Hallock, help us to 
monitor common birds. So do Breeding 
Bird Surveys, Breeding and Winter Bird 
Censuses, Breeding Bird Atlases, banding, 
and point counts. 

Some Mountain West contributors 

report on the frequency and numbers of 
the birds they see. These furnish rough 
comparisons of year-to-year trends. The 
best practitioners are Phil Hayes who, for 
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