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THE ROOTS OF THIS TREE 

SPREAD CLEAR ACROSS THE WORLD. 

They are part of the land. Which is boundary 

to the water. Which is partner to the sky. Which 

are all connected to us. Because everything is 

connected, choosing one environmental cause 

can be hard. But now, helping one, or all, is 

easy. It's •alled Earth Share. It's over thirty 

of the world's most respected environmental 

charities working logether under one name. You 

can give through your office. And you will be 

helping to make sure the roots that join nature 

and us, are never severed. To find out how you 

and your company can bec'ome involved• call: 

"Earth Share 
1'800-MY SHARE 
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From the 
Editor 
Happy Birthday and Congratulations 
to National Audubon Society Field 
Notes!! With this issue we commence 
our fiftieth volume. 

When FieldNotes became a separate mag- 
azine, a half-century ago, Ludlow Griscom 
was the Chairman of the Board of the 

National Audubon Society and he was the 
regular author of The Changing Seasons 
column. Robert Cushman Murphy was 
the Honorary President of 
the Socie• That first issue 
had only 13 regions, only 
two full-page black-and- 
white photographs, both 
by Roger Tory Peterson, 
and in total, was a mere 20 
pages in length; no color 
cover, no advertising, no 
color on the inside, and 
postage-stamp sizeii hand- 
drawn maps. The subscrip- 
tion fee was $2.00/year. 
During its first year, it took 
on the subtide "A bimonthly magazine 
devoted to the results of bird watching" 
WHAT A GRAND OLD PUBLICA- 
TION• 

Today, after many decades of coopera- 
tive publication, as we approach the year 
2000, we would very much like to investi- 
gate the possibility of modernizing the 
presentation of Field Notes. Our wish 
would be to accomplish several goals in 
possibly reformatting the publication: (1) 
the regional reports would be produced 
more efficiently, (2) the material would 
reach our readers in much less time, (3) we 
will have facilitated a more smooth and 

thorough flow of information within the 
bird community, (4) production will be 
accomplished in a more environmentally 
friendly manner, and (5) by modernizing, 
we will have reduced the costs of publica- 
tion. We think our goals are achievable. 

We have, therefore, carefully con- 
structed a questionnaire soliciting your 
responses to a series of questions, which 
we hope you will complete and send back 
to us just as soon as possible. We have 
included some questions of a pretty gen- 
eral nature so that we can, once again, get 
a more complete picture of our present 
readership. Over the last several years, the 

readership profile has changed, and we 
want to know who you are. Some of the 

questions have to do with computers and 
electronic mail, because in the late 1990s, 
modernizing a publication would involve 
heavy use of computers by the producers 
. and the readers. 

--) Let me assure all of our 
readers that we have not 

made any firm plans 
regarding which ways in 
which to bring the publi- 
cation up to date. Nor 
have we determined a 
timetable. The reason we 

are asking you to respond 
is so that your wishes and 
viewpoints can be taken 
into consideration. In 

whatever direction we 

decide to move, we want you to move with 
us. Our readers and contributors are the 

backbone of Field Notes, as they have been 
for the past 50 years. We are committed to 
serving you in a manner that is agreeable 
to all of us. 

Please take the requisite few moments 
to thoughtfully complete the question- 
naire. Then, please get it back to us as soon 
as possible. We will tabulate the results 
and report back to you on them in the 
next issue of Field Notes. We will not pro- 
ceed with any new formatting of the pub- 
lication without informing you at every 
step of the process. 

Thank you very much for taking the 
time to complete the questionnaire and 
returning it to us. We want to learn your 
views and thank you for sharing them 
with us. 

Stay tuned! 
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HANDBOOK OF THE BIRDS OF EUROPE, THE 
MIDDLE EAST, AND NORTH AFRICA 
The Birds of the Western Palearctic 

Chief Editor: the late Stanley Cramp 
Senior Editor: C. M. Perrins and Executive Editor: Duncan J. Brooks 
Volume VIII: Crows to Finches 

"It is an incomparable work of reference and should be in every major 
universicy library. Both publisher, writers, contributors and ardsts must 
surely be proud of this grand accomplishment."--Indiono Audubon 
Quarterly. 
1994 956 pp.; 39 illus. $150.00 

Volume IX: Buntings and New World Warblers 
This ninth and final volume concains 61 comprehensive species descrip- 
tions, with sections devoted to field characteristics, social patterns and 
behavior, and geographical variation. 
1994 522 pp.; 20 illus. $150.O0 

9 Volume Set.' I-IX 
1995 7200 pp. $1350.00 9-volume set 

HANDBOOK OF AUSTRALIAN, NEW ZEALAND 
AND ANTARCTIC BIRDS 
Volume 2: Raptors to Lapwings 
Edited by Stephen Marchant and P. J. Higgins 
"Publication of the second volume of this landmark ornithological work 
establishes this series as one of the world's genuinely great contributions 
to ornithological literature. Host highly recommended:' --Wildlife Activist. 
1994 1048 pp.; 220 illus. $295.00 

Volume 3.' Pratlncoles to Pigeons 
Edited by Peter Higgins 
Nearly 900 species in Australia, New Zealand,Antarctica, and the islands 
and reefs of the Coral Sea have been recorded and studied by ornitholo- 
gists around the world. Volume 3 covers the pratincoles, migratory waders 
and shore birds, skuas, gulls and terns, and pigeons and doves. 
March 1996 1056 pp.; 68 illus. $265.00 

Bird Families of the World 

A multivolume series of handbooks that will prove indispensable to both 
the professional scientist and the ever-growing body of amateur ornitholo- 
gists. Each volume provides the most comprehensive synthesis available of 
current knowledge on one bird family or several related families, including 
specially commissioned color plates by a leading artist. 

THE MEGAPODES 
MegaPodiidae 
Darryl N. Jones, Een• W. E. J. Dekker, and Cees S. Eoselaar 
1995 304 pp.; 61 illus. $60.00 

THE HORNBILLS 
Bucerotiformes 

Alan Kemp 
1995 352 pp.; 110 illus. $60.00 

THE PENGUINS 
Tony D. Williams 
1995 312 pp.; 8 illus. $60.00 

HANDBOOK OF THE BIRDS OF INDIA AND 
PAKISTAN 
Together with Those of Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka 
Volume 7: Laughing Thrushes to the Mangrove Whistler 
Second Edition 

S•lim All and S. DiI10n Ripley 
F•rst published in 1972, this volume has been thoroughly revised, with new 
plates by distinguished bird artist John Henry Dick. 
January 1996 252 pp.; illus. $29.95 

BIRD MIGRATION 
A General Survey 
Peter Berth01d 

"Serves a research need as a comprehensive view of the current wisdom 
in bird migration study....The omission of this book would leave any study 
of bird migration seriously lacking. Research libraries with a collection m 
zoology should have a copy of this book." --Audubon Naturalist Society 
(Oxford Ornitholog• Series 3) 
1994 256 pp.; 50 illus. paper $28.00/cloth $55.00 

PARTNERSHIPS IN BIRDS 
The Study of Monogamy 
Edited by Jeffrey M. Black 
Fourteen classic studies of bird behavior are brought together to compare 
the different partnership patterns from ecological and evolutionary per- 
spectives. 
(Oxford Ornltholog• Series) 
June 1996 416 pp.; 80 illus. paper $45.00/cloth $105.00 

THE SNOW GEESE OF LA P•:ROUSE BAY 
Natural Selection in the Wild 

Fred Cooke, Robert F. Rockwell, and David B. Lank 
Combining genetics, behavior, ecology, and a landmark data set, this book 
brings together the results from one of the most significant long-term 
studies of birds in the late twentieth century, testing our understanding of 
evolution in natural populations. 
(Oxford Ornltholog3/ Series 4) 
1995 320 pp.; 70 illus. $65.00 

FERAL PIGEONS 
Richard F. Johnston and Marian Janiga 
This definitive monograph focuses on the population, biology, and behav- 
ioral ecology of fetal pigeons, a familiar but seldom studied bird. Includes a 
thorough listing of primary references of US and European scholarly htera- 
ture. 

1995 336 pp.; 71 illus. $95.00 

ECOLOGY AND MANAGEMENT OF NEOTROPICAL 
MIGRATORY BIRDS 
A Synthesis and Review of Critical Issues 
Edited by Thomas E. Martin and Deborah M. Finch 
The •pparent decline in numbers among many species of migratory song- 
birds is a timely subject in conservation biology, particularly for ornitholo- 
gists, ecologists, and wildlife managers. This book is an attempt to discuss 
the problem in full scope. 
1995 512 pp.; 58 illus. paper $35.00/cloth $65.00 

SEXUAL SELECTION AND THE BARN SWALLOW 
Anders Pape Meller 
"Moller displays a remarkable opportunism in his research, losing no 
chance to turn the smallest piece of information into a test of a hypothe- 
sis....This dedication to detail is combined with a thorough grounding m 
theory....Moller has demonstrated an ample payoff from his attentions" 
--$dence. 

(Oxford Series in Ecolog• and Evolution) 
1994 376 pp.; 115 illus. 
paper $28.00/cloth $55.00 

BIRD POPULATION STUDIES 
Relevance to Conservation and Management 
Edited by C. M. Perrins, J.D. Lebreton, and G. J. M. Hirons 
"Any research library with holdings on ecology or ornithology should 
have this book, and ornithologists immersed in population studies, or 
about to be, should purchase it." --The Condor. 
(Oxford Ornitholog• Series 1) 
1991(paper 1993) 704 pp.; 155 illus. $39.95 
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Autumn Migration: August 1--November 30, 1995 

From the Editor 6o 

World Briefs 

65 
Changing Seasons 
Kenn Kaufman 

7 ̧  
How to Read the 

Regional Reports 
7z 

The Regional Reports 
Fall Season 

The fall season is August 1 to 74 
November 30, 1995 

Atlantic Provinces Region 77 
Bruce Mactavish 

Quebec Region 
Yves Aubry and Pierre Bannon 

zo New England Region 
Walter G. Ellison 

and Nancy L. Martin 
84 

25 Hudson-Delaware Region 89 
Robert O. Paxton, 
William J. Boyle, Jr., and 
David A. Cutler 

93 
3z Middle Atlantic Coast Region 

Marshall J. Iliff 9 6 

36 Southern Atlantic Coast Region 
Ricky Davis 99 

Florida Region 
Noel Wamer and 

Bill Pranty 

41 

205 

44 Ontario Region 209 
Ron Ridout 

5 ̧ Appalachian Region 
George A. Hall 113 

55 Western Great Lakes Region 
Darryl D. Tessen H 9 

ON THE COVER: Greater Roadrunner in 

Texas. Photograph by Frank W. Mantlik. 
IZO 

Middlewestern Prairie Region 
Kenneth J. Brock 

Central Southern Region 
Greg D. Jackson 

Prairie Provinces Region 
RudolfF. Koes and Peter Taylor 

Northern Great Plains Region 
Gordon Berkey 

Southern Great Plains Region 
Joseph A. Grzybowski 

Texas Region 
Greg W. Lasley and 
Chuck Sexton 

Idaho-Western Montana Region 
Dan Svingen 

Mountain West Region 
Hugh E. Kingery 

Southwest Region 
Arizona: Gary H. Rosenberg and 
Chris D. Benesh 

New Mexico: Sartor O.Williams III 

Alaska Region 
T. G. Tobish, Jr. 

British Columbia/Yukon Region 
Jack Bowling 

Oregon/Washington Region 
Bill Tweit and JeffGilligan 

Middle Pacific Coast Region 
David G. Yee, Stephen E Bailey, 
and Daniel S. Singer 

Southern Pacific Coast Region 
Guy McCaskie 

Hawaiian Islands Region 
Robert L. Pyle 

West Indies Region 
Robert L. Norton 



How to Read 
the Regional 
Reports 
Birds have no respect for range maps. Bird 
distribution in North America is constantly 
changing, as birds expand their ranges into 
new areas, disappear from former strong- 
holds, or alter their patterns of migration. 

Our knowledge of bird distribution is also 
changing constantly, as discoveries continue 
to come in. Keeping up with all these devel- 
opments is a challenge for ornithologists, 
conservationists, and birders. 

The Regional Reports, published four 
times a year, contain a wealth of information 
about our dynamic birdlife. To those seeing 
the reports for the first time, they might ap- 
pear difficult or technical, but they are not; 
anyone with any birding experience will find 
the reports easy to understand. We invite 
you to read the report from your area of the 
continent; we predict that the information 
there will alternately surprise you and 
confirm your ideas about birdlife in your re- 
gion. To help you get started, here are an- 
swers to some questions that may occur to 
first-time readers. 

What kind of information is included, and do 
the Regional Editors report everything that's 
reported to them? 

Regional Editors do not report every sight- 
ing of every bird. Such a list would be huge, 
unwieldy, and not very useful. Instead, they 
solicit reports from as many observers as 
possible, screen the records for accuracy, 
choose those that are most significant, look 
for trends and patterns of occurrence, con- 
nect scattered bits of information, and ulti- 
mately come up with a concise, readable 
summary of the real bird news--the impor- 
tant avian events and trends of the season 

throughout their region. 

Why are there abbreviations in the text? 

We abbreviate some frequendy used words 
and phrases to save space. Most are easy to 
understand and remember. (See the follow- 
ing list of abbreviations.) In addition, some 
Regional Editors use shortened versions of 
the names of birding hot spots; they list 
these local abbreviations in a separate para- 
graph, just after the introductory comments 
and just before their main species accounts. 

What do the inilials in parentheses mean? 

Most records published in each report will 
be followed by initials, to indicate the 
source, the person(s) who found or reported 
the bird(s) mentioned. The initials may be 
followed by et al. (short for et alia, meaning 
"and others"), or preceded byfide (literally, 
"by the faith of"--meaning that this is a sec- 
ond&and report, and the person cited is the 
one who passed it to the Regional Editor). 

There are good reasons for giving credit to 
the observers involved. Readers may be reas- 
sured about the accuracy of surprising sightings 
if they know who the observers were; researchers 
who want to know more about a certain record 

may be able to contact the observers directly. 

Who sends in their sightings? 
All observers are invited to send in notes to 

their Regional Editors: details on rare sight- 
ings, species that were scarcer or more numer- 
ons than usual during the season, unusual con- 
centrations on migration, and so on. Reading 
the reports for your region for a few seasons is 
the best way to find out what kinds of informa- 
tion are desired. Although the Regional Edi- 
tors cannot cite every record that they receive, 
every contributor helps them to produce a 
more thorough and accurate summary. 

Why are seme binl names in heavier type? 

We use boldface type to draw attention to 
outstanding records of rare birds. General 
categories of birds that the Regional Editors 
would place in boldface would include: any 
species that has been recorded fewer than io 
times previously in a given state or province; 
any new breeding record for a state or 
province; or any bird totally outside estab- 
lished patterns of seasonal occurrence. (For 
the most part, records are not boldfaced un- 
less they are backed up with solid details or 
photographs.) Birders who like to know 
about rare birds (and most of us do) can get a 
complete rundown of the season's outstand- 
ing rarities by scanning all the Regional Re- 
ports for those boldfaced birds. 

What ar• the seefi0as matted "S./E" ? 

"S.A."stands for"SpecialAttention" (and, by 
coincidence, is pronounced "essay". The 
purpose of the essays is to draw attention to 
noteworthy phenomena or trends. 

Likely topics include new population 
trends or new patterns of bird distribution, 
unusual invasions or migration events, field 
research projects that have yielded new data, 
specific conservation problems that have an 
impact on birdlife, or detailed discussion of 
some outstanding (or perplexing) rare bird 
record. Experienced readers make it a point 
to flip through all the reports and read all the 
S.A.s, even in regions where they do not read 
the rest of the text. 

Standard Abbre•ialions 

used in the Regional Reports 

Abbreviations used in place names: 
In most regions• place names given in italic 
type are counties2 Other abbreviations: 

Cr. Creek 

Ft• Fort 

Hwy H•way 
I• Island or Isle 

Is. I.s, lan•s or Isles 
J& Jun.!o 
• kilometeffs) 
L Lake 
rat mile 

•t• Mbuntain or M0unt 
Mrs: Mountains 
-N!E Naonal Fo=i 
N.M.: :Natlofi•.Monument 
N.R Nation al Park 

P.P. Provinc'ml Park 

Pen': Peninsula • 
Pt. Poifiii(n6t Port) 

R. River 
Ref. •e 
Res: R•ervpir (not R.eservati•n) 
S]E State.Park 

.W.M•A. W'fidl fie Managemeni Area 

Abbreviations used in the names of birds: 

Am. American 

Corm Common 
E. F•tern 

Eur. European ol Eurasian 
Mc Mountain 

N. Northern 

S: Se'•thern 

W. U, ,ztern 

Other kbbrewanons and symbols referring 
to bird• 

ad. adult 

juv. juvena' or Juvenile 
sp. s -• ies 

* mean, that •tterl •eta•s were 
su',m tied forns' ,,htlng 

* meam hat a !?ccnnenwas 
C• 1! 

; female 

t•C C• ' tmm•: '' nnt 
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Audubon's 

Internet 

Access 
ß You CCl• 

egister to be 
placed on our free Internet 

E-Mall discussion list to auto- 

mc•dcally get news •bout key 
issues as well as other impor- 
tcmt Audubon progrcaTxs cmd 
special events! You cgn sub- 
scribe to this list by sending 
e-mall message to 
majordomo@igc.apc.org 
with the message "subscribe 
Audubon-l" No subject is 
needed. 

ß Our "Audubon Infobot," 
cm automated e-mall-on- 

demcmd system, is crvallable 
24 hours a day. To learn c•bout 
this system cmd what is crvall- 
c•ble there, simply send cm e- 
mall messc•je to 
infobot@audubon.org with a 
subject line of 'infobot" and 
you will get a deteiled return 
message. 

ß The Audubon Home Page 
on the Internet's World Wide 

Web is the complete online 
directory of the Nc•donal 
Audubon Society's progrcaTxs 
cmd its legislative agenda! You 
cgn find us at 

http://www.audubon.org/audubon/ 

The Audubon Forum on 

Compuserve 
Join our online group of chcrpter 
leaders cmd activists in wide 

rca•ging discussions card action 
progrcnns c•bout Audubon issues. 
To receive your free CompuServe 
softwcne simply mall a request to 
Audubon Forum, NAS, NY or 
forum@audubon.org. (Please 
specify Mac or Windows version) 

If you one already a current 
CompuServe subscriber, you con 
have your CompuServe ID acti- 
vated for access to the Audubon 

forum by sending a request on 
CIS to 71362,30. 

come 

t 
with 

I,, US 
We want to hear from you and 
we're trying to make it easy. 

Here's how! 

Our Home Page 
The missionof the N•J•nal Audubon Socieb, is 
'to Conserve andtesl •e natural ecosystems, 

fOCusing on birds and 

0ther wi• 
for the b•,•efit 

of humanity 
and th• 
earth's 
biological 

Welcome 
to your onli ne g !0 f 'ational Audubon So( ¾. 
,(' e featured areas ol '•sted below- or' 

he contents page lc.u • guide 

ß Your •e • •hap•r 
ß News fr •e Nafiomfi Audubon 
ß k• •t•e Corkscrew Swan• • 
ß AI neNa" n• Audubon Sonny 

For questions about 
our communication 

tools contact 

Audubon's Management Information 
Systems Department 212-979-3193 
mis@audubon.org 

The Audubon Action Line 
800-659-2622 

This recorded message, avcdl- 
c_ble 24 hours a day, is our 
weekly update on key 
nationdl environmental 

issues. 

Fax-on-demand 

212-420-4768 Use your fox 
machine to get the infor- 
mc•don that you wcmt 
when you wcmt it. Calling 
in to our fox-on-clemgnd 

system will give you a 
ctirectow of information 
avcgloble by return fox, 
including our 

most curre]• 
legislative 
updates. 

The Audubon Activist 

If you would really like to 
play a more integrated role 
in our advocacy work on 
behalf of birds, other wildlife 
cmd their hc•bitcrts, consider 

joirfing our ACTWIST network. 
Your involvement at this level 

will mcake you a pcEt of our 
network of dediccffed 

Audubon citizen-activists. 

You'll get Activist tools cmd 
information via e-mall, voice- 
mall, or regukn mall depend- 
ing on your preference or by 
participating in our national 
FaxAlert Network! By joirfing 
us you c•e mc_k_•g an impor- 
tant commitment to w-rite let- 

ters or make telephone calls 
on behalf of the environment. 
With the current climate in 

Washington nothing less than 
the future of a healthy planet 
Js at stake! 

To join our activist network 
send your ncn-ne, address, 
phone, fox, and e-mall 
address to Activist, NAS, NY. 

activist @audubon.org. 

National.dubon Society 
ewor, ,000 
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As a Galapagos and Antarctica birding 

guide I spend a lot of time at the busi- 
ness end of my binoculars. Only one 

binocular gives me the close focus and 

long eye relief I need, ,vhile putting 
up with the knock-about demands of 

l•y job. Pentax works for mc ... 
and has for years. 

Richard J. Polatty .•;•Ax 
Galapagos Guide 

8X42 DCF 

High Resolution Binoculal's 

To receive free information 

about Pentax Spo•'t Optics products, 
call 1-800-709-2020. http://wxvxx:pentax.com 


