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Call Avis toll free at 1-800-831-8000 for more information and 

reservations. And be sure to use your National Audubon Society/ 
Avis Worldwide Discount (AWD) number: A699800. 
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From the 
Editor 
Anyone who has had the great fortune to 
spend time in the beautiful, complex ancient 
forests of the Pacific Northwest knows the 

meaning of the word holy. To stand among 
the giant trees and simply listen to a calling 
Varied Thrush, the dripping water of a gentle 
rain, or the muffled wing beat of a passing owl 
is sheer privilege. To examine with glee the 
magnificent web of a spider, to feast eyes on 
the restful greens of the fern and firs, to witness 
a parade of Townsend's or Hermit warblers in 
spring are extraordinary ex- 
periences. If you are mighty 
lucky, you might hear the odd 
call of a Marbled Murrelet in 

the night as it forays out to 
feed its young. Or you can • 
simply relish the trees them- • 
selves; they have a presence .• .. 
that can awe even the most 

jaded voyager. • 
That is why birders across 

America should speak out 
against the renewed pillaging . . • .. 
that is taking place in those 
forests right now, courtesy of the "salvage 
rider" passed by Congress as part of a budget 
"rescissiod' bill, and signed by President Clin- 
ton last spring. It must be stopped. 

Chainsaws have already claimed the great 
trees of Sugarloaf Mountain in southern Ore- 
gon, where protesters, including many 
Audubon members, staged a rally in a last- 
ditch effort recently to stop the destruction. 
Dozens of other tracts up and down the 
northwest coast, in the Siskiyou, Siuslau, 
Umpqua, and Olympic national forests, are 
now slated to go. 

Included among these are more than 4300 
acres of ancient forests in 60 locations inhab- 

ited by the threatened Marbled Murrelet, 
forests where the United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service previously determined that 
logging would jeopardize the continued sur- 
vival of the species. Some 60 percent of these 
"jeopardy" locations are on the central Ore- 
gon coast, and one is at the headwaters often- 
mile Creek--less than seven miles from 

Audubor/s Tenmile Creek Sanctuary, and a 
known murrelet nest site. 

Remember that the first Marbled Murrelet 

nest in the United States was discovered fewer 

than 25 years ago. This diminutive seabird 
constructs a nest made of moss and balanced 

on the top limbs of some of the oldest and 

tallest trees in the ancient forest. Little is yet 
known of this species, but it is clearly the most 
representative avian member of a highly 
evolved and exceedingly rare ecosystem. Of 
course, logging the ancient forests would also 
have devastating consequences for the threat- 
ened Northern Spotted Owl and a host of 
other avian and non-arian species, not to 
mention for the ecosystem itself, of which less 
than one percent remains in this country. 

This new assauk on the forests is reprehen- 
sible. But so, too, is the insidious manner by 
which it has been foisted on the American 

public. The original rider appended to budget 
legislation dealt only with "salvage logging"--- 
the removal of dead or dying trees. But lan- 
guage added to the bill at the last minute 
allows the dear-cutdngofforests as well. 

Moreover, the bill overrides all environ- 

mental laws, including the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act, Clean Water Act, 

.3 and National Forest Man- 

agement Act. Environmen- 
talists have termed this legis- 
lation "logging without 
laws." It authorizes the For- 

est Service to give the timber 
industry unchecked access to 
the ancient forests, even at 

the expense of endangered 
species. The bill renders Pres- 
ident Clinton's "Option 9" 
ancient forest plan--a prod- 
uct of painstaking compro- 

mise-•effectively meaningless. And it could 
even backfire on small landowners, who will 
have little chance of getting federal permits for 
logging on private holdings while the public 
forests are being liquidated. 

To his credit, the President has joined the 
chorus of critics calling for an end to "logging 
without laws,"and he has fought in court 
alongside conservationists to overturn the leg- 
islation. But so far the courts have ruled in 

favor of the timber industry. 
Now, Representative Elizabeth Furse (D- 

OR) has courageously introduced a bill to 
repeal the logging rider. Her bill, HR 2475, 
had 76 House co-sponsors at press time. 
National Audubon Socie{y Field Notes readers 
should immediately call or write their own 
representatives and ask them to support Rep- 
resentative Furses bill, and to help put a stop 
to the lawless logging of our great cathedral 
forests. Many of you have visited the North- 
west forests to view the unique avian life that 
dwells there. Let's help those species, as well as 
the trees, survive. 

Stay tuned!!! 
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Since Captain James Cook's 
epic voyage of 1773-75, 
only a handful of scientists 
and explorers have ever 
circumnavigated Antarctica. 
National Audubon is pleased 
to announce an historic 

two-month-long Antarctic 
Circumnavigation aboard 
the Kapitan Khlebnikov -- 
fi•e first ever voyage for 
adventurous travelers 

ENTIRELY AROUND THE 

CONTINENT, 

he heroic explorers 
once searched for Terra 

Australis Incognita, the 
unknown southern land. -.' 

After his epic 70,000- 
mile, three-year 
circumnavigation,James 
Cook pronounced that 
if a southern continent 

existed at all, it must lie 
so far south as to be 

wholly inaccessible on 
account of ice. 

We invite you to join 
us on a historic voyage 
completely around 
Antarctica -- a first for 

Antarctic tourism and 

one of perhaps 10 
circumnavigations in the 
220 years since Cook's 
voyage. Until now, no 
passenger-carrying 
vessel has had the 

power or range to 
circumnavigate this last 
great continent. 

On November 24, 1996 we sail south 
from Stanley in the Fallclaud Islands on the 
first leg of a remarkable 12,000-mile journey 
-- a voyage that includes numerous emperor 
penguin rookeries located all around the 
continent, timed early enough to witness 
thousands of their young on the ice. 

We stand among the emperors, thrill at 
the spectacle of 90-pound penguins 
tobogganing over the ice, land by helicopter 
atop mile-long icebergs and spend absorbing 
hours on deck as the ship breaks through 
the pack. We encounter the seldom-seen 
Ross seal and experience enormous 

At 4 TU ••,•',• • RE ODY$ 

CIRCUMNAVIGATION OF 

aNTaRCTICA 

rookeries of Adelie penguins at the height of 
the breeding season. 

Our journey includes all the great historic 
sites of polar exploration and never before 
visited sectors of Antarctica. Along the way 
we call at research stations of diverse 

nations, many for the first time ever. We 
navigate among hundreds of icebergs and 
along forbidding coasts, where killer whales 
and diverse seals patrol. Expertly-piloted 
helicopters land us on immense tabular 
icebergs and atop the extraordinary floating 
ice shelves, the biggest anywhere. Sailing east 
around the continent, our journey concludes 

on January 27, 1997 back 
in South America. 

With 22,000 hp and a 
•, 45-millimeter-thick 

hull, few vessels match 

the power of the world- 
' class Kapitan Khlebnikov, 

an icebreaker that since 

1991 has taken travelers 

to new lands both north 

and south: deep into the 
Weddell Sea, along the 
extraordinary coasts of 
East Antarctica and to 

remote Siberian archi- 

pelagos. An essential 
feature of icebreaker 

expeditions, the ship's 
: versatile helicopters take 

us to otherwise inacces- 

,, sible rookeries and 

•,':' landing sites blocked by 

:..• ice. Our voyage will be 
led by a staff of experi- 
enced naturalists, 

lecturers and special 
guest speakers. 

To hold a cabin on this 

historic Antarctic 

Circumnavigation (for which we expect 
interest to be high), contact Beth Ryan at 
212-979-3066. A more detailed brochure is 

available on request. 

National Audubon Society 
Nature Odysseys 
700 Broadway 
New York, NY 10003 USA 
Tel: 212-979-3066 

Fax: 212-353-0190 

Nature Odysseys and its related logo and design 
are tradenaarks of National Audubon Society, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 

THE ULTIMATE ICEBREAKER VOYAGE 
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Atlantic Provinces Region 
Bruce Mactavish 

903 

906 

9II 

Quebec Region 
Yves Aubry and Pierre Bannon 

New England Region 
Wayne R. Petersen 

Hudson-Delaware Region 
Robert O. Paxton, 

William J. Boyle, Jr., and 
David A. Cutler 

9x5 Middle Atlantic Coast Region 
Marshall J. Iliff 

9x8 Southern Atlantic Coast Region 
Ricky Davis 

9zI Florida Region 
Richard T. Paul and 

Ann E Schnapf 

9z4 Ontario Region 
Ron Ridout 

9z6 Appalachian Region 
George A. Hall 

9z9 Western Great Lakes Region 
Darryl D. Tessen 

ON THE COVER: Great Gray OM 
in Wyoming. Photography byA&E 
MorrisMREO 

93z Middlewestern Prairie Region 
Kenneth J. Brock 

937 Central Southern Region 
Robert D. Purrington 

94• Prairie Provinces Region 
RudolfF. Koes and Peter Taylor 

943 Northern Great Plains Region 
Gordon Berkey 

945 

948 

Southern Great Plains Region 
Joseph A. Grzybowski 

Texas Region 
GregW Lasley, Chuck Sexton, 
Mark Lockwood, and Willie Sekula 

95 z Idaho-Western Montana Region 
Dan Svingen 

954 Mountain West Region 
Hugh E. Kingery 

958 

96x 

963 

Southwest Region 
Arizona: Gary H. Rosenberg and 
Chris D. Benesh 

New Mexico: Sartor O.Williams III 

Alaska Region 
T. G. Tobish, Jr. 

966 British Columbia/Yukon Region 
Jack Bowling 

97 • 

975 

Oregon/Washington Region 
Bill Tweit and Jim Johnson 

Middle Pacific Coast Region 
David G. Yee, Stephen E Bailey, 
and Daniel S. Singer 

979 Southern Pacific Coast Region 
Guy McCaskie 

984 Hawaiian Islands Region 
Robert L. Pyle 

985 West Indies Region 
Robert L. Norton 



How to Read 
the Regional 
Reports 
Birds have no respect for range maps. Bird 
distriburion in North America is constantly 
changing, as birds expand their ranges into 
new areas, disappear from former strong- 
holds, or alter their patterns of migration. 
"Our knowledge of bird distribution is 
also changing constand3• as discoveries con- 
tinue to come in. Keeping up with all these 
developments is a challenge for ornitholo• 
gists, conservarionists, and birders. 

• The Regional Reports, published four 
times a year, contain awealth of information 
about our dymmic birdlife. To those seeing 
the reports for the first rime, they might 
pear difficult or technical, but they are not; 
anyone with any birding experience will find 
the reports easy to understand. We invite 
you to read the report from your area of the 
continent; we predict that the information 
there will alternately surprise you and 
confirm your ideas about birdlife in your re- 
gion. To help you get started, here are an- 
swers to some questions that may occur to 
first-time readers. 

What kind of information is included, and do 
the Regional Editors report everything that's 
reported to them? 

Regional Editors do not report every sight- 
ing of every bird. Such a list would be huge, 
unwieldy, and not very useful. Instead, they 
solicit reports from as many observers as 
possible, screen the records for accuracy, 
choose those that are most significant, look 
for trends and patterns of occurrence, con~ 
nect scattered bits of information, and ulti- 
mately come up with a concise, readable 
summary of the real bird news--the impor- 
tant avian events and trends of the season 

throughout their region. 

Why are there abbreviations in the text? 

We abbreviate some frequently used words 
and phrases to save space. Most are easy to 
understand and remember. (See the follow~ 
ing list of abbreviations.) In addition, some 
Regional Editors use shortened versions of 
the names of birding hot spots; they list 
these local abbreviations in a separate para- 
graph, just after the introductory comments 

-•nd just before their main species accounts. 

What do the initials in parentheses mean? 

Most records published in each report will 
be followed by initials, to indicate the 
source, the person(s) who found or reported 
the bird(s) mentioned. The initials may be 
followed by eta/. (short for etalia, meaning 
"and others"), or preceded byfide (literally, 
"by the faith of"--meaning that this is a sec- 
ond-hand report, and the person cited is the 
one who passed it to the Regional Editor). 
• There are good reasons for giving credit to 
the observers involved. Readers may be reas- 
sured about the accuracy of surprising sighrings 
ifthey know who the observers were; researchers 
who want to know more about a certain record 

.may be able to contact the observers direcd3• 

Who sends in their sightings? 
All observers are invited to send in notes to 

their Regional Editors: details on rare sight~ 
ings, species that were scarcer or more numer- 
ous than usual during the season, unusual con- 
centrations on migration, and so on. Reading 
the reports for your region for a few seasons is 
the best way to find out what kinds of informa- 
tion are desired. Although the Regional Edi- 
tors cannot cite every record that they receive, 
every contributor helps them to produce a 
more thorough and accurate summary. 

Why are some bird names inheavier type? 
We use boldface type to draw attention to 
outstanding records of rare birds. General 
categories of birds that the Regional Editors 
would place in boldface would include: any 
species that has been recorded fewer than IO 
rimes previously in a given state or province; 
any new breeding record for a state or 
province; or any bird totally outside estab- 
lished parterns of seasonal occurrence. (For 
the most part, records are not boldfaced un- 
less they are backed up with solid details or 
photographs.) Birders who like to know 
about rare birds (and most of us do) can get a 
complete rundown of the season's outstand- 
ing rarities by scanning all the Regional Re- 
ports for those boldfaced birds. 

What are the sections marked "S.A." ? 

"S.A." stands for "Special Attention" (and, by 
coincidence, is pronounced "essay"). The 
purpose of the essays is to draw attention to 
noteworthy phenomena or ttends. 

Likely topics include new population 
trends or new patterns of bird distribution, 
unusual invasions or migration events, field 
research projects that have yielded new data, 
specific conservarion problems that have an 
impact on birdlife, or detailed discussion of 
some outstanding (or perplexing) rare bird 
record. Experienced readers make it a point 
to flip through all the reports and read all the 
S.A.s, even in regions where they do not read 
the rest of the text. 

Standard Abbreviations 
used in the Regional Reports 

Ab!3reviations used in place names: 
In most regions, phce names given in itahc 
type are counties, Other abbreviations: 

Cr. Creek 

Ft. Fort 

Hwy Highway 
L Island or Isle 

Is. Islands or Isles 

Jct. jUnction 
km kilometer(s! 
L, Lake 

• mile(s) 
Mr. Mountain or:Mount 
Mts. ,MoUntains 

N.E National Forest 

N:M. •Nati0n• Monumenf 
N.E NationalPark 

P.P, :Pro½id•ialTPark ' 
-Peri. Pe•nsula 

P$. Point (not Port) 
R,, River 

Ref, Refuge 
R•s. Reservoir (no[ Reseryation) 
S2E State Park 

W.M.A, W'tldlife •ni Asea 

Abbrevififions us•in the:names0f birds: 

-Am. Ameri can 

Corn. Common 
E. Eastern 
Eur. European O r Eurasian 
Mt• MoUntain 

I•.: Northern: 
S: Southern 
• Western 

Other abbreviations and symbols referring 

adl adult 
imm: lmm•ature 
ju•v. juvenal or juvenil• 
sp, species, 
v,t, yideø• 
•' means that written details.were 

.sub'mitted for a lighting 
* means that a specimen was 

collected 

c•. male 
$ female 
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Audubon's 

Internet 

Access 

ß You cc• 

tobe 

placed on our free Internet 
E-Mcfil discussion list to cruto- 

matically get news cabout key 
issues c•s web c•s other impor- 
tant Audubon programs and 
special even• You can sub- 
scribe to this list by sending an 
e-mdil message to 
majordomo@igc.apc.org 
with the message "subscribe 
Audubon-l" No subject is 
needed. 

ß Our "Audubon In/oboe," 
gn crutomated e-mdil-on- 

demand system, is a-vcfilable 
24 hours a day. To learn about 
this system cmd what is avcfil- 
atDle there, simply send an e- 
mcfil message to 
infobot@audubon.org w/th a 
subject line of "inlobot" and 
you will get a detcfiled return 
message. 

ß The Audubon Horne Page 
on the Internet's World Wide 

Web is the complete online 
directory of the National 
Audubon Society's programs 
and its legislative agendc• You 
can find us at 

http://ww'w.audubon.org/•udubon/ 

The Audutx)n Forum on 

Compuserve 
Join our online group of chapter 
leaders and activists in wide 

ranging discussions and action 
programs cabout Audubon issues. 
To receive your free CompuServe 
software simply mcril a request to 
Audubon Forum, NAS, NY or 

foram@audubon.org. (Please 
specify Mac or Windows version) 

If you are atready a current 
CompuServe subscriber, you can 
have your CompuServe ID acti- 
vated for access to the Audubon 

forum by sending a request on 
CIS to 71362,30. 

come 

t 1 
with 

us 
We want to hear from you and 
we're trying to make it easy. 

Hre's how! 

Our Home Page 
The mission of the National Audubon Society is 

to conserve and restore natural ecos•...•ms, focusing on 
birds and . • 
other wildlife 

for the bendit 

of humanity . [•, and lhe ' 

earth's • • 
biological 
diversity. 

Welcome 
to your online guide to the Na•onal Audubon Society 
Some featured areas of the site are listed below- or 
go to the co,tents page for a complete guide. 

ß Your local chapter 
ß News from the National Audubon Society 
ß A walk in the Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary 
ß About the Natlonal Audubon Society 

For questions about 
our communication 

tools contact 

Audubon's Management Information 
Systems Department 212-979-3193 
mis@audubon.org 

National 

700 Broadway • 
212-979-3000 

ß Audubon Society 
New York, NY 10003 
Fax 212-353-0347 

The Audubon Action Line 

800-659-2622 

This recorded message, averli- 
able 24 hours a day, is our 
weekly update on key 
national environmental 

issues. 

Fax-on-dernand 

212-420-4768 Use your fax 
machine to get the infor- 
mation that you want 
when you want it. Calling 
in to our fax-on-demand 

system will give you a 
directory of information 
avcrilable by return fax, 
including our 

most currer• 
legislgtive 
updates. 

The Audubon Activist 

If you would really like to 
play a more integrated role 
in our advocacy work on 
behalf of birds, other wildlife 
and their habitats, consider 

joining our ACTIVIST network. 
Your involvement at this level 

will make you a part of our 
network of dedicated 

Audubon citizen-activists. 

You'll get Activist tools and 
information via e-mdil, voice- 

mdil, or regular mcril depend- 
ing on your preference or by 
lx•rticip•ting in our national 
FaxAlert Network! By joining 
us you are making an impor- 
tant commitment to write let- 

ters or make telephone calls 
on behalf of the environment. 

With the current climate in 

Washingion nothing less than 
the future of a healthy planet 
is at stake! 

To join our activist network 
send your name, address, 
phone, fax, and e-mail 
address to Activist, NAS, NY. 
activist @audubon.org. 
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DUNCRAFT 
Exclusive Makers of National Audubon Society Feeders 
The pleasures and rewards of feeding wild birds... has been Duncraft's 
message for over 40 years. Audubon Feeders by Duncraft are available in 
retail stores - and through the Duncraft Catalog, America's largest bird- 
feeding resource by mail, featuring quality seeds, feeders, housing, baths 
and accessories. Call us at 800-593-5656 for a catalog. 

DUNCRAFT Dept. KZ29 Concord NH 03303-9020 


