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AUDUBON CALENDARS 
Great Gifts for You and Your Friends 

ß 

o matter what you admire most in the natural world--birds, wildflowers, Splendidly_ animals, or the magnificent variety of nature--the National Audubon Society's 
AUDUBON calendars are perfect for you. redesignel 

for 
AUDUBON wall calendars feature the best in nature photography-•one large, full- 1996! 

color image per month, plus several smaller ones. The Engagement Calendar, a spiral-bound desk 
diary, offers full-color photography for each week. Captions, new this year, give engaging information on the subjects pictured. 

Giving AUDUBON'S stunning calendars for hobday gifts will delight your friends and family and support your membership 
organization. What's more, each calendar is printed on recycled paper; even the shrink-wrapping is environmentally benign. 

WILD BIRDS 

AUDUBON WILD BIRDS 

CALENDAR 1996 

Birds from across the United States 

and around the world songbirds, 
waterfowl, birds of prey, and shore 
birds--in all their beauty. 
48 photographs. $9.95 

ß . •:.• .•'; , 

AUDUBON WILD ANIMALS 

CALENDAR I996 

Creatures great and small, majestic and 
playful, in their natural habitats. 
46 photographs. $9.95 

AUDUBON NATURE 

CALENDAR 1996 

Twelve months of the best nature 

photography--landscapes, birds, 
animals, wildflowers from the 

world's leading nature photographers. 
44 photographs. $9.95 

AX 

AUDUBON AMERICA O CALENDAR 1996 

The peaceful co-existence of man 
with nature, from covered bridges and 
snow-laden churches to log cabins and 
lighthouses. 42 photographs. $9.95 

AUDUBON WILDFLOWERS 

CALENDAR 1996 

Celebrating the most colorful aspects 
of the environment, from Maine to 

Hawaii. 47 photographs. $9.95 

AUDUBON 

AUDUBON ENGAGEMENT 

CALENDAR 1996 

AUDUBON'S bestseller in a unique gift 
box--a page a week of the glorious 
natural world, with ample room for 
writing notes and appointments. 
6I photographs. $I 1.9S 

AVAILABLE WHEREVER BOOKS AND CALENDARS ARE SOLD. PUBLISHED BY ARTISAN• A DIVISION OF WORKMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY• INC. 
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From the 
Editor 

Audubon has recently embarked on an excit- 
ing undertaking called the Important Bird Areas 
project. We feel that embracing it will bring a 
stronger focus to what we Audubon members do 
at state and local levels. 

Identifying areas of special importance to 
birds is essential to establishing habitat-based pri- 
orities in bird conservation. The process of iden- 
tifying such areas also creates awareness about 
birds and helps build networks and cooperation 
among ornithologists, bird watchers, govern- 
mental agehales, and nongov- 
ernmental organizations. 

The International Council 

for Bird Preservation (now 
Birdlife International) initiated 
a project in the late 1980s to • 
identify Important Bird Areas • 

in Europe, and recently com- • pieted a similar project in the 
Middle East. Important Bird 
Area (IBA) projects are now 
underway in Africa. To date 
there have been no comparable efforts in the 
United States, although the Western Hemi- 
sphere Shorebird Reserve Network has identified 
sites of special significance to shorebirds in the 
United States and more broadly in the Western 
Hemisphere. Several wetlands of international 
importance also have been designated under the 
Ramsat Convention. and the Hawk Mountain 

Sanctuary Association is compiling an atlas of 
United States and international sites where rap- 
tors concentrate in migration. 

Given current high levels of concern about 
migratory birds and the fact that many states and 
provinces have completed, or are completing, 
Breeding Bird Atlases, it is timely to apply the 
IBA concept in the United States. 

An Important Bird Area is a site that sup- 
plies essential habitats for one or more species 
of birds and which, on some basis, can be dis- 
tinguished from surrounding lands. Some 
examples oflBAs are wedands harboring large 
numbers of wintering waterfowl, ocean cliffs 
with nesting seabirds, woodlands that contain 
breeding endangered species, and agricultural 
areas that maintain habitat for grassland birds 
with limited distributions. Sites can range in 
size from a few to thousands of hectares. 

These areas are chosen on the basis of simple, 
scientifically credible, and mostly objective crite- 
ria. For example: Does a site support a globally 
threatened species? Do seabirds or waterfowl 
congregate in significant numbers? Is there an 

avian community associated with representative, 
rare, threatened, or unique habitats? These crite- 
ria are adapted to the United States but are con- 
sonant with those being used internationally. 

Important Bird Areas mayor may not be pro- 
teeted at the time they are designated. In fact, a 
key purpose of the project is to determine 
whether areas of importance to birds are pro- 
tected or not, and to provide a basis for obtaining 
some degree of protection or management 
emphasis for unprotected areas. 

Launching an Important Bird Areas project 
in the United States was a great opportunity for 
Audubon to share the leadership role in a high- 
profile bird initiative with a clear habitat mes- 
sage. The American Bird Conservancy and 
National Audubon have formed a partnership, 
in which ABC will identify the Important Bird 
Areas of national and global significance and the 
National Audubon Society will designate state 

areas of significance. 
The IBA project offers all 

birders the opportunity to par- 
• ticipate in a large-scale dtizen- 

science endeavor that com- 

bines the lure of birds and 

birdwatching with the need to 
• accomplish habitat protec- 

tion. There is no better organi- 
zation than Audubon to orga- 
nize such an effort. 

'" ' ='"= '•' The goalof the project is to 
foster the conservation of bird habitats by identi- 
fying IBAs in all 50 states. National Audubon 
will provide the protocol, materials, technical 
assistance, and coordination in the states. 

This goal requires cooperation with the 
American Bird Conservancy, theAmerican Bird- 
ing Association, The Nature Conservancy, and 
other conservation organizations, as well as state 
and federal wildlife agencies. Not only will this 
cooperatiqn spread the work load, but it will also 
enhance the credibility of the results. 

The initial product in each state will be a book 
oflBAs that will be distributed widely to public 
offidals, land managers, industry, and the news 
media. This will publicly establish an agenda for 
habitat protection that decision makers should 
consider advancing with acquisition priorities, 
management objectives, and ecotourism. 

Birding groups will be encouraged to adopt 
IBAs within their territory and use these as a basis 
to guide protection and advocacy efforts, public 
education, and outreach projects. With respect 
to private land, identification oflBAs will help 
establish a dialogue with landowners and create 
cooperative opportunities for managing or 
enhancing bird habitats. 

We invite your active participation in both 
the designation and protection of Important 
Bird Areas. 

Staytuned!l! 



5000 SPECIES from all over the world 

SLIDE SETS 
Endangered species, Owls, Bird families, 
Eastern warblers, Herons, Raptors, 
Shorebirds, Waterfowl 

INDIVIDUAL SLIDES 
Selected from over 65,000 images and 
custom duplicated to suit your needs 

Request our free North American catalog or send a list 
of species desired, indicating age, sex, behavior or 
color phase. Catalog slides are $3.00 each, non-catalog 
slides are $4.00 each, with a minimum order of 5 slides 
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. (These slides are for non-- 
commercial use only and may not be duplicated.) 

VISUAL RESOURCES for ORNITHOLOGY 

Write: VIREO/Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Ben Franklin Parkway Phila, PA 19103 
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Bird Migration 
A General Survey 
PEIER BERmOLD 

"The omission of this book would leave any study of 
bird migration seriously lacking. Research libraries with 
a collection in zoology should have a copy of this book." 
---Audubon Naturalist Society. 
(Oxford Ornithology Series 3) 
1994 256 pp.; 50 illus. paper $26.50/cloth $52.50 

The Birds of Singapore 
CLIVE BRIFFEII 

"This very attractive little field guide features all 120 
Singapore breeding birds in color....Ihis book will be a 
valuable addition to the baggage of any ornithologi- 
cally interested visitor to Singapore."--The Quarterly Re- 
view of Biology. 
1994 146 pp.; 154 illus. $29.95 

The Snow Geese of La P6rouse Bay 
Natural Selection in the Wild 
FRED COOKE, ROBERT F. ROCKWELL AND DAVID B. LANK 
Combining genetics, behavior, ecology, and a landmark 
data set, this book brings together the results from one 
of the most significant long-term studies of birds in the 
late twentieth century, testing our understanding of evo- 
lution in natural populations. 
(Oxford Ornithology Series 4) 
1995 320 pp.; 70 illus. $65.00 

Handbook of the Birds of Europe, 
the Middle East, and North Africa 
The Birds of the Western Palearctic 
Volume VIII: Crows to Finches 
EDITED BY SlANLEY CRAMP, C. M. PERRINS AND Dur,•z•N J. BROOKS 
"The whole work...should be available to all naturalists, 
birders and those interested in ornithology. It is an in- 
comparable work of reference and should be in every 
major university library."--lndiana Audubon Quarterly. 
1994 956 pp.; 39 illus. $150.00 

Volume IY• Buntinõs and New World Warblers 
EDITED BY SIANLEY CRAMP, C. M. PERPaNS AND DUNCAN J. BROOKS 
This is the ninth and final volume of the complete work. 
It contains 61 comprehensive species descriptions, with 
sections devoted to field characteristics, social patterns 
and behavior, geographical variation. 
1994 522 pp.; 20 illus. $150.00 

Ecology and Management of 
Neotropical Migratory Birds 
A Synthesis and Review of Critical Issues 
YHOMAS E. MARnN AND DEBO• M. FINCH 

Yhe apparent decline in numbers among many species 
of migratory songbirds is a timely subject in conserva- 
tion biology, particularly for ornithologists, ecologists, 
and wildlife managers. Yhis book is an attempt to dis- 
cuss the problem in full scope. 
September 1995 416 pp.; 58 illus. paper $35.00/cloth $65.00 

A Guide to the Birds of Mexico 
and Northern Central America 
STEVE N.G. HOWELL AND SOPHIE WEBB 

"The most useful field-guide plates of Mexican birds done 
to date are featured...Everyone interested in neotropical 
birds should own this book for its authoritative text and 

outstanding field identification plates."---•bert Earl Gil- 
bert, Past President, Society of Animal Artists. 
1995 1010 pp.;115 illus. paper $39.95/cloth $75.00 

Feral Pigeons 
RICHARD E JOHNSION AND MARAN JANIGA 
This definitive monograph focuses on the population, 
biology, and behavioral ecology of fetal pigeons, a fa- 
miliar but seldom studied bird. Includes a thorough list- 
ing of primary references of U.S. and European scholarly 
literature. 

1995 336 pp.; 71 illus. $95.00 

The Megapodes 
DARRYL N. Jo•Es, REN• W. R. J. DEKKER AND CEES S. ROSELAAR 
Features 22 species accounts, each of which contains a 
complete description of the bird in its natural state. Each 
account is based on the best literature available, the au- 
thors' own field research, and information collected from 
the distinguished efforts of the Megapode Specialist Group. 
(Bird Families of the World 3) 
August 1995 292 pp.; 46 illus. $60.00 

The Hornbills 
Bucerotiformes 
ALAN KEMP 

Describes all facets ofhornbill life--including taxonomy, dis- 
tribution, biology, and behavior-with a summary of the lit- 
erature, a wealth of examples, and numerous illustrations. 
(Bird Families of the World 1) 
1995 352pp.; 110illus. $60.00 

Handbook of Australian, New 
Zealand and Antarctic Birds 
Volume 2: Raptors to Lapwings 
EDITED BY STEPHEN MARCHANT AND P. J. HIGGINS 
"omprehensive....Publication of the second volume of 
this landmark ornithological work establishes this series 
as one of the world's genuinely great contributions to 
ornithological literature. Most highly recommended." 
--Wildlife Activist. 

1994 1048 pp.; 220 illus. $295.00 

The Penguins 
ToNY D. WILUAMS 

Beautifully illustrated and magnificently comprehensive, 
this is the most authoritative guide on the subject avail- 
able. Providing an overview of the family as a whole, 
each account is based on the best information available 
and the author's own research. 

(Bird Families of the World 2) 
1995 312pp.; 69 illus. $60.00 



How to Read 
the Regional 
Reports 
Birds have no respect for range maps. Bird 
distribution in North America is constantly 
changing, as birds expand their ranges into 
new areas, disappear from former strong- 
holds, or alter their patterils of migration. 

Our knowledge of bird distribution is 
also changing constantly, as discoveries con- 
tinue to come in. Keeping up with all these 
developments is a challenge for ornitholo- 
gists, conservationists, and birders. 

The Regional Reports, published four 
times a year, contain a wealth of information 
about our dynamic birdlife. To those seeing 
the reports for the first time, they might ap- 
pear difficult or technical, but they are not; 
anyone with any birding experience will find 
the reports easy to understand. We invite 
you to read the report from your area of the 
continent; we predict that the information 
there will alternately surprise you and 
confirm your ideas about birdlife in your re- 
gion. To help you get started, here are an- 
swers to some questions that may occur to 
first-time readers. 

What kind of information is included, and do 
the Regional Editors report everythingthat's 
reported to them? 

Regional Editors do not report every sight- 
ing of every bird. Such a list would be huge, 
unwieldy, and not very useful. Instead, they 
solicit reports from as many observers as 
possible, screen the records for accuracy, 
choose those that are most significant, look 
for trends and patterns of occurrence, con- 
nect scattered bits of information, and ulti- 

mately come up with a concise, readable 
summary of the real bird news--the impor- 
tant avian events and trends of the season 

throughout their region. 

Why are there abbreviations in the text? 

We abbreviate some frequently used words 
and phrases to save space. Most are easy to 
understand and remember. (See the follow- 
ing list of abbreviations.) In addition, some 
Regional Editors use shortened versions of 
the names of birding hot spots; they list 
these local abbreviations in a separate para- 
graph, just after the introductory comments 
and just before their main species accounts. 

What do the initials in pare,heses mean? 

Most records published in each report will 
be followed by initials, to indicate the 
source, the person(s) who found or reported 
the bird(s) mentioned. The initials may be 
followed by etal. (short for etalia, meaning 
"and others"), or preceded byfide (literally, 
"by the faith of"--meaning that this is a sec- 
on&hand report, and the person cited is the 
one who passed it to the Regional Editor). 

There are good reasons for giving credit to 
the observers involved. Readers may be reas- 
sured about the accuracy of surprising sightings 
if they know who the observers were; researchers 
who want to know more about a certain record 

may be able to contact the observers directly. 

Who sends in their sightings? 
All observers are invited to send in notes to 

their Regional Editors: details on rare sight- 
ings, species that were scarcer or more numer- 
ous than usual during the season, unusual con- 
centrations on migration, and so on. Reading 
the reports for your region for a few seasons is 
the best way to find out what kinds of informa- 
tion are desired. Although the Regional Edi- 
tors cannot cite every record that they receive, 
every contributor helps them to produce a 
more thorough and accurate summary. 

Why are some bird names in heavier type? 

We use boldface type to draw attention to 
outstanding records of rare birds. General 
categories of birds that the Regional Editors 
would place in boldface would indude: any 
species that has been recorded fewer than io 
times previously in a given state or province; 
any new breeding record for a state or 
province; or any bird totally outside estab- 
lished patterns of seasonal occurrence. (For 
the most part, records are not boldfaced un- 
less they are backed up with solid details or 
photographs.) Birders who like to know 
about rare birds (and most of us do) can get a 
complete rundown of the seasons outstand- 
ing rarities by scanning all the Regional Re- 
ports for those boldfaced birds. 

What are the sections marked "S.A." ? 

"S.A." stands for "SpecialAttention" (and, by 
coincidence, is pronounced "essay"). The 
purpose of the essays is to draw attention to 
noteworthy phenomena or trends. 

Likely topics include new population 
trends or new patterns of bird distribution, 
unusual invasions or migration events, field 
research projects that have yielded new data, 
specific conservation problems that have an 
impact on birdlife, or detailed discussion of 
some outstanding (or perplexing) rare bird 
record. Experienced readers make it a point 
to flip through all the reports and read all the 
S.A.s, even in regions where they do not read 
the rest of the text. 

Standard Abbreviations 
u• i" the Regio. al Re• 

Abbreviations used in p!a•:h•es: 
Ih:•9st regions, place n• given in iudic 
type •[•coumies, Other abbrevik•[ons: 

Cr. Creek 

Ft• Fort 

Hwy Highway 
L I•land or Isle 

is. Islands or hies 
Jctl Junction 
• kilometer(s): 
L Lake 

:mi: mileis) 
Mt. Mountain or Mount 
Mts Mountains 

N.E Nationhi Fd• 
NzM. National Monhment 

N.P. National Park 

N .W. IL Nadonal Wildiife Rede 
P.P. Provinci• Park:: 
Pen. Peninsul& 

PL: Point (not Po?t) 
IL River 

Res: Reservoir (not Reservation) 
S.E State Park 

W..M.A. Wildlife Manage•fit Area 

•ibre•afions used in the names of birds: 

:: Am: : American 

:Com. Common 

E. :Eastern 
Eur. : European or Eu•iafi 
Mt. Mountain 

: N. i Northern 
: S. Southertl 
W. We•n 

Other •bbreviations •nd symbols referring 
to birdsi 

ad. adult 

:jmm. immature 
juv. juvenal or iuvenile 
sp. :: species 
v.t. :; videotaped 
? means that written detail• Were 

: submitted for a fighting 
* means that a specimen was 

•' male 

9 female 
CB c Christmas Bird Count 
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Access t lk 
ß You ccm 

egister to be 

matically get news about key 
issues ca well ca other impor- 
tant Audubon programs and 
special events! You can sub- 
scribe to this list by sending an 
e-mai• message to 
majordomo@igc.apc.org 
with the message "subscribe 
Audubon-l" No subject is 
needed. 

ß Our "Audubon Infobot," 
an automated e-mail-on- 

demand system, is available 
24 hours a day. To learn about 
this system and what is avail- 
able there, simply send an e- 
mail message to 
infobot@cmdubon.org with a 
subject line of 'inlobot' and 
you will get a det•led return 
message. 

ß The Audubon Home Page 
on the Internet's World Wide 

Web is the complete online 
directory of the National 
Audubon Society's programs 
and its legislative agendc• You 
can find us at 

http://ww-w.audubon.org/audubon/ 

The Audubon Foram on 

Compuserve 
Join our online group of chapter 
leaders c•nd activists in wide 

ranging discussions ca-ld action 
progrmms about Audubon issues. 
To receive your free CompuServe 
sofiwaze simply mail a request to 
Audubon Forurn, NAS, NY or 
fonun@audubon.org. (Please 
specify Mac or Windows version) 

If you c•e atready a current 
CompuServe subscriber, you can 
have your CompuServe ID acti- 
vated for access to the Audubon 

forum by sending a request on 
CIS to 71362,30. 

with 
'" US 

We want to hear from you and 
we're trying to make it easy. 

Here's how! 

Our Home Page 
The mission of the National Audubon Society is 
to conserve and restore natural'ecos 

focusing on '•• ys..•ms. birds and 
other wildlife 
for the benefit 

of humanity 
and the 

earth's 

biological 
diversity. 

Welcome 
to your online guide to the National Audubon Socony 
Some featured areas of the site are listed below- or 

go to the contents page for a complete guide. 

ß Your local chapter 
ß News from the National Audubon Society 
ß A walk in the Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary 
ß About the Na•onal Audubon Society 

For questions about 
our communication 

tools conta&t 
Audubon's Management Information 
Systems Department 212-979-3193 
mis@audubon.org 

The Audubon Action Line 
800-659-2622 

This recorded message, av•il- 
able 24 hours a day, is our 
weekly update on key 
national envtr' onmental 

issues. 

Fax-on-demand 

212-420-4768 Use your fax 
machine to get the infor- 
mcfdon that you want 
when you want it Ccdling 
in to our fax-on-demand 

system will give you a 
directory of information 
available by return fax, 
including our 

most curren• legislcrtive 
updates. 

The Audubon Activist 

If you would really like to 
play a more integrated role 
in our advocacy work on 
behalf of birds, other wildlife 
and their habitats, consider 

joining our ACTIVIST network. 
Your involvement at this level 

will make you a Fart of our 
network of dedicated 

Audubon citizen-activists. 

Youll get Activist tcols and 
informalion vici e-mcfil, voice- 

mall, or regulc• mail depend- 
ing on your preference or by 
participating in our national 
I axAlert Network! By joining 
us you c•e making an impor- 
tant commitment to write let- 

ters or make telephone calls 
on behca of the environment. 

With the current c•irnate in 

Wcahington nothing less than 
the future of a healthy planet 
is at stake! 

To join our activist network 
send your nccne, address, 
phone, fax, and e-mail 
address to Activist, NAS, NY. 

activist @cmdubon.org. 

Nationale 

700 Broadway 
212-979-3000 

..Audubon Society 
New York, NY 10003 
Fax 212-353-0347 



Never Miss 

Another Sighting 

The Kowa TSN So•es with 

77m•n lens offers a wider than 
usual fieM of view, and 
#•creased light gathering 
capabilities of no less than 
60% over conventional 60•nm 

spotting scopes. 

Features 

e High clarity, high 
resolution, multi-coated 
fluorite lens 

e Dust Protection Glass 

• High quality photo 
application (optional) 

• Eight interchangeable 
eyepieces 

• Bayonet Mount 

High Performance Series avail- 
able in: 

TSN-1, 45 ø Offset, Multi-Coated 
TSN-2, Straight, Multi-Coated 
TSN-3, 45 ø Offset, Multi-Coated 
Fluorite Lens 

TSN-4, Straight, Multi-Coated 
Fluorite Lens 

KOWA OPTIMED, INC. 20001 S. VERMONT AVE., TORRANCE, CA 90502 
(800) 966-5692 EXT. #200 


