
(MAP) were far south, especially so in a win- 
ter when very few were found elsewhere in 
the Region. 

Contributors (County coordinators in bold- 
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Museum, Balboa Park, P.O. Box 1390, San 

Diego, CA 92112. 
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Mild El Nifio conditions pevailed through 
the winter, with a pool of warm surface water 
along the equator south of Hawaii and, sur- 
prisingly, another pool of warm surface water 
northwest of the islands. As is normal during 
E1 Nifio conditions, rainfall during the win- 
ter rainy season was below average at many 
stations, especially on Hawai'i Island, which 
may lead to drought conditions during the 
normally drier spring and summer seasons. 
More significant for winter-visiting migra- 
tory birds was the westerly and southwesterly 
winds replacing the usual northeasterly trade 
winds during most of January and Februar3• 
This may have been related indirectly to the 
greater numbers and species diversity of gulls 
and ducks visiting the islands. 

Abbreviations: H. (Hawai7 L); K. (Kaua5 
L): M. (Maui L); O. ( O•hu L ); J.C.N.W.R. 
(Jas. Campbeli N. W.R., O•hu); K. EN.W. IL 
(Kilauea Point N. W.R., Kaua•); N.P.W.- 
M.A. ( Nu •pia Ponds Wildli• Management 
Area, O•hu). 

Albatrosses to Ducks 

Single Black-footed Albatrosses were seen 
flying by Kilauea Pt., K., Dec. 16 and Jan. 3 
(CDi). These are seldom reported now 
around the Main Islands. Laysan Albatrosses 
laid a record-high 105 eggs at K.P.N.V,/.R. 
this winter, compared to 90 last year. A dark- 
morph N. Fulmar, rarely reported near shore 
in Hawaii, was seen well flying offshore from 
Keahole Pt., H., Jan. 24 (TS). Cattle Egrets, 
introduced to the Main Islands 35 years ago 
and now abundant, seem to wander fairly 
often to the distant islands. This winter five 

remained at Johnston Atoll (CDe, 900 mi 
s.w. of Honolulu), <seven were seen at 
Laysan I. (MBo, 950 mi n.w. of Honolulu), 
and one was at Midway Atoll (NS, 1200 mi 
n.w. of Honolulu). A group of six Greater 
White-fronted Geese were at Hanalei 

N.XX/.R. from Dec. 9 to at least Jan. 27 
(CDi). These are rare stragglers to Hawaii. 
Twelve Nene goslings (Endangered) hatched 
from 5 nests in and near K.EN.W.R. this 

•vinter, but unfortunately all were lost to 
predators (CDi), probably a Barn Owl. Pre- 
dation had not previously been a problem 
for this group. It was a good year for winter- 
ing migratory ducks. Regular winter counts 
of N. Shovelers at Kealia N.W. IL, M., were 
_<48 birds, and flocks of>20 were reported at 
Waipi'o Pen., Honouliuli Unit, and Ki'i 
Ponds, O., at Kaunakakai N.W. IL on Mol- 

oka'i, and at Aimakapa Pond, H. Twenty or 
more N. Pintails were counted at most of 

these same sites. Ten other regular migrant 
species were reported at various localities in 
small numbers of one-ten. Species consid- 
ered irregular or accidental turned up too: a 
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Gadwall at Kaunakakai Water Treatment 

Pond on Moloka'i Dec. 31 (LT); a fine (3' 
Redhead at Aimakapa Pond, H., Dec. 
10-Jan. 22 (TS,KI,KC); a fine (3' Tufted 
Duck at Kealia N.W.R., M. in January 
(AE,TS); and one drab Red-breasted Mer- 
ganser at Hanalei N.W.R., IC, Feb. 13 and 
probably earlier (CDi). This winter's 16 
species of migratory Anatinae, added to the 
3 species resident in the state (Mallard, 
Koloa, Laysan Duck), produced a truly re- 
markable diversity to excite local birders. 
However, numbers of the common winter- 
ing ducks remain well below the numbers of 
a decade and more ago. 

Raptors to Gulls 
The ad. 9 N. Harrier (a very rare vagrant), 
first sighted in late November at Kii Unit, 
J.C.N.W.R., was seen frequently through 
the winter (TS, LT, MO, PD, etal.) forag- 
ing over the refuge and putting up flocks of 
shorebirds and ducks. A Peregrine Falcon 
(Endangered) visited Laysan I., Dec. 31- 
Jan. 9, using a tiny grove of coconut palms, 
the only trees on the island, for perching 
and eating. Prey remains found underneath 
were from Laysan Finch (Endangered) and 
Black Noddy. A Black Noddy nesting 
colony close to the palms was active Dec. 
31, but all birds had deserted by Jan. 2. All 
other Black Noddy nests around the lake 
also were abandoned (MBo). Another Pere- 
grine was watched clearly in downtown 
Honolulu flying past a 19th floor office 
window Dec. 20 and again Jan. 24 (MO). 

One Black-bellied Plover was observed 

regularly at Johnston Atoll Dec. 15-Feb. 15 
(CDe). A Greater Yellowlegs, rare visitor to 
Hawaii, was seen repeatedly through De- 
cember at N.P.W.M.A. (LT) and at nearby 
Kaelepulu Pond Jan. 19-22 (LT, RLP, EV). 
The probable Greater Yellowlegs at Kealia 
N.W.R., M., was seen several times from 
late November-February (AE, TS, MN). 
Single Bristle-thighed Curlews reported at 
Hanapepe Airstrip, K., Feb. 1 (DK) and on 
the beach near Kahuku Pt.,O., Feb. 6 (fide 
PB) were unusual winter records. One Po- 
marine Jaeger was observed for 10 minutes 
at close range Dec. 24, standing on the 
shore at Laysan I. feeding on a Bonin Petrel 
(BK). Four Pomarine Jaegers were observed 
off Sand I. near Honolulu harbor Jan. 
13-14 (LT, EV), and 12 were counted at the 
harbor Jan. 20 (PD). More surprisingly, an 
experienced observer was startled to see six 
Feb. 13 flying loosely around Kewalo Basin 
marina and nearby parking lot, adjacent to 
a major Honolulu boulevard (JM). These 
unusual occurrences so close to and over the 

shoreline may have been related to the un- 
usual SW onshore winds which prevailed at 
this time. 

Gulls straggle to Hawaii in late fall and 
winter, rarely more than one-two together, 
but with one past record of 6 of mixed 
species. This winter, however, they came 
here in unprecedented numbers. One large 
group of 11-12 birds was at Kii Unit, 
J.C.N.W.R. from December-February 
(PD, LT, MO, RLPet al.). These included 
up to seven Ring-billeds, one Bonaparte's, 
one first-year Glaucous-winged, and three 
imm. probable Westerns. Other reports this 
winter, primarily first- or 2nd-winter birds, 
induded Ring-billeds at Kaaawa and 
Ehukai Beaches, O. (MO, SJ), Kanaha 
Pond, M.(RR), and Waiakea Pond, H. (EV, 
DW); single Laughing Gulls at N.P.- 
W.M.A. (LT), Kealakekua Bay, H. (TP), 
and Kealia N.W.R., M. (TS); three Bona- 
partes at Mahaulepu, K. (TT) and one at 
Kanaha Pond, M. (RR, AE); one imm. Her- 
ring at Nuuanu Stream mouth in Honolulu 
(PD,MO); an imm. Herring/Western type 
near Pacific Missile Range, K., Dec. 31 
(DJ); a winter ad. Western at Kawaiele 
Sanctuary, K., Feb. 6-7 (DK);. a first-win- 
ter Glaucous-winged at Laie Pt., O., Dec. 
26 (LT) and one at Laysan I., Nov. 15-Mar. 
3 (MBo, BK); and several large gulls of 
mixed species at Midway Atoll (NS). One 
Black-legged Kittiwake, with a patch of oil 
on its belly, was observed on the shore of 
Laysan I., Feb. 6 (BK). These sightings are 
listed to document the truly remarkable 
numbers and species of gulls visiting 
Hawaii this winter. 

Terns to Estrildids 

One Black Tern was observed almost daily 
on Laysan I., Dec. 21-31 and again Jan. 
11-Mar. 8, usually pursuing insects in 
flight along the lake shore (MBo, BK). 
Black Terns are accidental in Hawaii, with 
fewer than 10 records for the state. A feed- 

ing flock of >18 Red-masked Parakeets 
(Aratinga erythrogenys) was discovered in 
the inland fringes of Kapiolani Park, Hon- 
olulu Dec. 18, and was seen there again 
Dec. 25 & 26 (MO). Immatures were 
among them, and once an adult was ob- 
served feeding a juvenile (see Ord, •Elepaio 
55:13). One-two individuals have been 
sighted two-three times since 1989 in dif- 
ferent parts of Honolulu. If breeding and 
numbers persist, this could become another 
established alien species in Hawaii. A Belted 
Kingfisher, a very rare straggler to Hawaii, 
was seen and studied well Dec. 15 at Loko 

Waka Pond in Hilo, H. (DW), a locality 
where the species has been recorded once 
before. The ongoing survey to locate Ele- 
paio on O'ahu found 10 individuals along 
Moanalua Trail in the Ko'olau Mts., Dec. 
20 and nine on Honouliuli Trail in the Wa- 

ianae Mts., Feb. 20 (EV). Single birds were 

also found on Palikea Trail (LT) and 
Waiomao Trail (VS), and three were seen in 
Waianae Valley (EV). The O'ahu popula- 
tion has crashed drastically in the past 25 
years and currently is a candidate for En- 
dangeredlisting. An ad. Puaiohi (Endan- 
gered) was observed closely and well along 
Mohihi Trail, K., Jan. 4 (DK). One or at 
most two Eur. Starlings have occurred in 
Hawaii several times in the past 20 years, 
usually in Sand lsland Park adjacent to 
Honolulu harbor. This winter a flock dis- 

covered in the park in January (PD) was 
seen by several observers, with a highest 
count of 11 recorded Jan. 11 (MO) & 20 
(PD). Reported numbers dropped steadily 
into February, but whether the birds are 
perishing or dispersing elsewhere is not 
known. One Akikiki, endemic to Kaua'i, 
was observed on Pihea Trail near Alakai 

Trail junction Jan. 3, and on Mohihi Trail 
Jan. 4 (DK). The species has become in- 
creasingly rare on the trails near Koke'e in 
the past decade. The critically Endangered 
Poouli, observed several times last season by 
the National Biological Service special 
team, was found again by the team on the 
n.e. slope of Haleakala in mid-February. 
One bird was heard well by 2 observers, and 
4 days later an adult was seen well and heard 
by 3 observers (TS). Nine Lavender Wax- 
bills found at Hanson Road Ponds Jan. 8 
(FD) is one of the first reports of that species 
on Maui. 
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