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From the 
Editor 

The National Biological Service (origi- 
nally named National Biological Survey) 
and its functions are under attack in 

Congress. In a rush to implement the 
Republicans' "Contract with America," 
cut the budget deficit, and reduce the 
size of the federal government, Congress 
may eliminate the NBS and provide 
no funds for the surveys, research, 
and monitoring that it 
was set up to conduct. ß ß 
The first 100 days of the 
104th Congress are cru- 
cial. Your help is needed 
to ensure that Congress 
does not roll back the •' 
clock and adopt a "head- ' '- 
in-the-sand" approach to 
managing our Nation's 
natural heritage. Please 
call or write your repre- 
sentative today, asking 
him or her to oppose 
efforts to eliminate the NBS or its func- 

tions and to express that opposition to 
members of the House Committee on 

Appropriations. The National Audubon 
Society has worked hard to support the 
NBS and to preserve its ability to use 
volunteers and conduct good science. 
Maintaining its functions is now one of 
our top priorities and we need your help! 

When Bruce Babbitt was named Sec- 

retary of the Interior, his immediate pri- 
ority was to establish the NBS. He 
argued persuasively that a nationwide 
inventory of biological resources was 
needed to more carefully plan for the 
management and development of nat- 
ural resources and to avoid last-minute, 
costly attempts to rescue endangered 
species. In 1993, Babbitt used his 
administrative authority to create the 
NBS by transferring research, monitor- 
ing, and inventory programs out of such 
agencies as the National Park Service, 
Fish and Wildlife Service, and Bureau of 
Land Management and combining 
them in a single agency. 

In spite of the new agency's goal, it mn 
into immediate problems on Capitol 
Hill. Conservatives of both political 
parties charged that the NBS would use 

untrained, biased volunteers who would 

trespass on private property and gather 
data on endangered species that would 
diminish property values. As a result, 
Congress never passed authorizing legis- 
lation and attempted once to disband 
the agency. 

Rumors abound about the fate of the 

NBS in the new 104th Congress. Secre- 
tary Babbitt may try again to seek autho- 
rization for the NBS as he created it, and 
he recently issued an administrative 
order to clarify its procedures for use of 
volunteers and access to private lands. 
Unfortunately, such actions may not 
stave off meddling by Congress. 

The essential goal of the NBS is to 
better assess the nation's biological 
resources, including bird populations, 
and to provide an early warning when a 

..... species is in trouble. 
Some people think that 
the NBS exists only 
to locate endangered 
species on private lands. 
In fact, basic invento- 
ries of plants and ani- 

: mals on either public 
or private land account 

• for only a minor per- 
centage of the NBS's 
budget. Additionally, 
the NBS documents 

? 

climate and other envi- 

ronmental changes and their effects on 
wildlife; establishes basic life histories 
and habitat requirements and tests man- 
agement practices that benefit wildlife; 
develops techniques to more effectively 
and efficiently monitor wildlife popula- 
tions; and gathers and analyzes data to 
monitor population trends. 

The last of these functions includes 

the very important Breeding Bird Sur- 
vey, which monitors about 250 species 
of songbirds across the continent. It also 
includes analyses of Christmas Bird 
Counts and other data sets needed to 

understand bird population trends. 
These avian monitoring programs are 
not only a good idea, they are required 
by the 1988 amendments to the Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Act. 

Migratory birds have been a federal 
responsibility since 1916, and, with 
your help, we won't let Congress back 
out of that commitment now. 

Stay tuned 
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LAST WEEKYOU COULDN'T GETYOUR 
BINOCULARS ON THOSE MIGRANTS IN TIME. 

THIS WEEK IT'S A DIFFERENT STORY. 

This week, with your new Zeiss binoculars, you•e able to pinpoint thrushes and pick up treetop 

warblers while evffyone else is spinning theird$cus wheels. It• not magic. It•just the way Zeiss 

binoculars are built: to pe•rm. And while eve•yone else is straining to see wing bars and tail spots, 

legendary Zeiss optics let you see details that ared•ather-edge fine; details that define the dif•r- 

ence between a shoulder shrug and a confident idenufication. Zeiss 7x 42 and to x 40 binoculars. 

• Found in the hands ofthe world'finest field birders. To getyou•r 
hands on apair, call •-8oo-338-2984•r a dealer nearyou. 

Symbol for 
Zeiss Quality 

XOOTH Anniversary Zeiss Binoculars x893. x993 



National Audubon Society Field Notes 
published by the 

National Audubon Society 

Volume 48, No.$ 

•SAN RONEY DRENNAN 
Editor-in-C•ief 

Vi•e President for Science information 

VICTORL• IRWIN 

Managing Editor 

KAUFMAN 
A•sochte Editor 

GEOFFREY S. LE BARON 
ChriStmas B•rd Count EditOr 

J•DoBBINS 
Administrative A•si• ant 

A•rt Direct6r 

HEIDfDEVos 

Production Manager 

PETER'A-A. BERLE 
,tiber 

j• KEV• SM•h 
Ags0Ciaie Publisher 

Advertising Di•v 

SUZANNE SILFEN $CHEIN 
Opfi•Ad•er rising Manage• 

fimc• • gear. Editorial and business offices are 
l&aied at 700 Br0adwaY' New York, NY 10003 
(2!2•979•3000. S6bscri•tion, allTin•U½S. $:-One 
year. $25.00: •and ?ordgn: $•300(Libraries 
a9d InstitutionS: $35.00; S.ingl• Cbpi• Spring 
Issue (AtaUmn •Migratior0; S,tmlBer I•u• (%XSnter 
Season);Fall Issu•.(Spring I•grfirion), •,t•r [ss4e • 

p6•tag e paidat N•Yor•NY•d addidoiml Post 

SociqtY - rostmasten •Send •e• changes to 
#alemini Aud• Seeleb, Fmld • PO Box 490, 
Yorktown Hyights, • 10598; iSS N 0004-7686. 

907 

9•o 

9x8 

919 

919 

92I 

923 

927 

931 

From the Editor 

World Briefs 

Changing Seasons 
Kenn Kaufman 

How to Read the 

Regional Reports 

The Regional Reports 
Summer Season 

Atlantic Provinces Region 
Bruce Mactavish 

Quebec Region 
Yves Aubry and Pierre Bannon 

New Engiand Region 
Wayne R. Peterson 

Hudson-Delaware Region 
Robert O. Paxton, 
William J. Boyle, Jr., 
and David A. Cutler 

Middle Atlantic Coast Region 
Eirik Blom, Michael O'Brien, 

and Eugene J. Scarpulla 

934 Southern Atlantic Coast Region 
Ricky Davis 

936 Florida Region 
Richard T. Paul and Ann E Schnapf 

938 Ontario Region 
Ron Ridout 

942 Appalachian Region 
George A. Hall 

ON THE COVER: Hairy Woodpecker in 
Michigan. Photography by Jim Battles. 
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Western Great Lakes Region 
Daryl D. Tessen 

Middlewestern Prairie Region 
Kenneth J. Brock 

Central Southern Region 
Robert D. Purrington 

Prairie Provinces Region 
RudolfE Koes and Peter Taylor 

Northern Great Plains Region 
Gordon Berkey 

Southern Great Plains Region 
Joseph A. Grzybowski 

Texas Region 
Greg W. Lasley and Chuck Sexton 

Idaho-Western Montana Region 
Dan Svingen 

Mountain West Region 
Hugh E. Kingcry 

Southwest Region 
Arizona: Gary H. Rosenberg, 
Chris D. Benesh, and David Stejskel 

New Mexico: Sartor O.Williams III 

Alaska Region 
T.G. Tobish, Jr. 

British Columbia/Yukon Region 
Jack Bowling 

Oregon/Washington Region 
Bill Tweit and Jim Johnson 

Middle Pacific Coast Region 
David G. Yee, David Fix, and 
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Robert L. Pyle 

West Indies Region 
Robert L. Norton 



Just one of the species protected 
by the Endangered Species Act. 

THE 

:•/inne•ota: • 
fa "emir • 

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT HELPS 

PROTECT VITAL ECOSYSTEMS. 

And that benefits us all. 

A strong law that protects imperiled wildlife will help stop nearly I0,000 kinds of American plants and animals--and 
their habitats--from vanishing forever. What do we stand to gain? Drought- and pest-resistant crops to feed the world's 
5.5 billion people. Abundant fisheries. Life•saving medicines. The genetic secrets of myriad forms of life. And a land 
where wild creatures still roam free. 

For more information about how you can help protect the plants, animals, and ecosystems essential for our future, 
contact: National Audubon Society, Box ESA, 700 Broadway, New York, New York 10003. 
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How to Read 
the Regional 
Reports 
Birds have no respect for range maps. Bird 
distribution in North America is constantly 
changing, as birds expand their ranges into 
new areas, disappear from former strong- 
holds, or alter their patterns of migration. 

Our knowledge of bird distribution is 
also changing constantl• as discoveries con- 
tinue to come in. Keeping up with all these 
developments is a challenge for ornitholo- 
gists, conservationists, and birders. 

The Regional Reports, published four 
times a year, contain a wealth of information 
about our dynamic birdlife. To those seeing 
the reports for the first time, they might ap- 
pear difficult or technical, but they are not; 
anyone with any birding experience will find 
the reports easy to understand. We invite 
you to read the report from your area of the 
continent; we predict that the information 
there will alternately surprise you and 
confirm your ideas about birdlife in your re- 
gion. To help you get started, here are an- 
swers to some questions that may occur to 
first-time readers. 

What kind of information is included, and do 
the Regional Editors report everything that's 
reported to them? 

Regional Editors do not report every sight- 
ing of every bird. Such a list would be huge, 
unwieldy, and not very useful. Instead, they 
solicit reports from as many observers as 
possible, screen the records for accuracy, 
choose those that are most significant, look 
for trends and patterns of occurrence, con- 
nect scattered bits of information, and ulti- 
mately come up with a concise, readable 
summaryof the real bird news the impor- 
tant arian events and trends of the season 

throughout their region. 

Why are there abbreviations in the text? 

We abbreviate some frequendy used words 
and phrases to save space. Most are easy to 
understand and remember. (See the follow- 
ing list of abbreviations.) In addition, some 
Regional Editors use shortened versions of 
the names of birding hot spots; they list 
these local abbreviations in a separate para- 
graph, just after the introductory comments 
and just before their main species accounts. 

What do the initials in parentheses mean? 

Most records published in each report will 
be followed by initials, to indicate the 
source, the person(s) who found or reported 
the bird(s) mentioned. The initials may be 
followed by etal. (short for etalia, meaning 
"and others"), or preceded byfide (literally, 
"by the faith of"--meaning that this is a sec- 
ond-hand report, and the person cited is the 
one who passed it to the Regional Editor). 

There are good reasons for giving credit to 
the observers involved. Readers may be reas- 
sured about the accuracy of surprising sightings 
iftheyknowwho the observers were; researchers 
who want to know more about a certain record 

may be able to contact the observers directly. 

Who sends in their sightings? 
All observers are invited to send in notes to 

their Regional Editors: details on rare sight- 
ings, species that were scarcer or more numer- 
ous than usual during the season, unusual con- 
centrations on migration, and so on. Reading 
the reports for your region for a few seasons is 
the best way to find out what kinds of informa- 
tion are desired. Although the Regional Edi- 
tors cannot cite every record that they receive, 
every contributor helps them to produce a 
more thorough and accurate summary. 

Why are some bird names in heavier type? 
We use boldface type to draw attention to 
outstanding records of rare birds. General 
categories of birds that the Regional Editors 
would place in boldface would include: any 
species that has been recorded fewer than io 
times previously in a given state or province; 
any new breeding record for a state or 
province; or any bird totally outside estab- 
lished patterns of seasonal occurrence. (For 
the most part, records are not boldfaced un- 
less they are backed up with solid details or 
photographs.) Birders who like to know 
about rare birds (and most of us do) can get a 
complete rundown of the seasons outstand- 
ing rarities by scanning all the Regional Re- 
ports for those boldfaced birds. 

What are the seddons marked "SJk" ? 

"S.A." stands for "Special Attentior;' (and, by 
coincidence, is pronounced "essay"). The 
purpose of the essays is to draw attention to 
noteworthy phenomena or trends. 

Likely topics include new population 
trends or new patterns of bird distribution, 
unusual invasions or migration events, field 
research projects that have yielded new data, 
specific conservation problems that have an 
impact on birdlife, or detailed discussion of 
some outstanding (or perplexing) rare bird 
record. Experienced readers make it a point 
to flip through all the reports and read all the 
S.A_s, even in regions where they do not read 
the rest of the text. 

Standard Abbreviations 
used in the Regional Reports 

Abbreviations used in place names: 
In most regions, place names given in italic 
type are counties. Other abbreviations: 

Cr. Creek 

Ft. Fort 

Hwy Highway 
I. Island or Isle 
Is. Islands or Isles 

Jct, Junction 
km kilometer(s) 
L. Lake 

mi mile(s) 
Mt. Mountain or Mount 
Mts• Mountains 

N.E 'N•tional Forest 
N.M. National M•nument 

N•P. National Park 
N .W..R National Wildlit• Refuge 
RE Provlr•cial Park 
Pen. Peninsula 
:Pi• Pøint (not Port) 
R. Rive•* 
Ref. Refuge 
Res. Reservolr •n9•'Reservationj 
SSP; State Park 

Abbreviatiø• uskd i• the namdl 6f birds: 

'Am? Am•rica• 
Com• Common 

,E• East6?n 

Eur. •ur0Pean o• Eurasi an: 
Mt. -MoUntain 

N; Northern 
•5 Southern 
• West•ih 

Other •b?•iati•ns an•symb0is refe?ri• 

ad) adult 
i•: immature 

luv. juvenal6f juvefiii• 
speoes 

• means.that written:d•tails were 
submined for a 3ighting 

* means thaf •iPecime• &• 
collated 

c• mal• 

CBC Chri•tma• Bird Cbunt 
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THE ROOTS OF THIS TREE 

SPREAD CLEAR ACROSS THE WORLD. 

They are part of the land Which is boundary 

to the water. Which is partner to the sky. Which 

are all connected to us. Because everything is 

connected, choosing one environmental cause 

can be hard. But now, helping one, or all, is 

easy. It's called Earth Share. It's over thirty 

of the world's most respected environmental 

charities working together under one name. You 

can give through your office. And you will be 

helping to make sure the roots that join nature 

and us, are never severed. To find out how you 

and your company can become involved, call: 

1-800-MY SHARE 



I ' AT ENTION TO DETAIL 
THA EPARATES NIKON 

FROM THE REST OF THE FLOCK, 

Sttpports The •.?'•'• • 
NATIONAL 
WILDLIFE 

FEDERATION'" 
Working k)r tile 

•, ,, Like this 
-= resplendent 

Great Egret, 
-, Nikon 

birding optics stand alone. 
•: Our lofty position is a 

reflection of our high quality, technical 
innovation and unwavering attention 
to detail. The kind that has earned our 

compact binoculars a top rating, made 
our popular 8x30E the choice of BBC 
Wildlife Magazine as well as birders every- 
where, and has given our extraordinary, tack- 
sharp ED Fieldscopes and the 20x60 Spotting 
Scope the highest recommendations by 
prestigious British birding magazines overall. 

Now, continuing the tradition and 
destined for greatness of their own are 
the new Nikon Diplomat © compact binoculars 
with optically superior aspherical lenses 
and long eye relief for eyeglass wearers. 
They truly break the sight barrier, offering 
a performance level believed 
impossible for 
a compact. .: 

What • 
sets Nikon •' • 

birding optics •' '-,,• 
so far apart? 
Take one look '-' 

through our legendary 
precision-aligned, multicoated lenses. You 
get the most accurate, true-to-life colors, 
clarity beyond compare and distinct sight 
advantages in all kinds of light. So you'll 
see field marks clearer and brighter than 
ever -- in early morning, twilight and even 
direct sunlight because Nikon's advanced 
optics cut glare and heighten contrast. 

Check out the full line of Nikon 

binoculars and fieldscopes at your authorized 
Nikon dealer. All are value priced and 
covered by a 25-year limited warranty You'll 
discover that it's attention to detail that 

separates Nikon from the rest of the flock. 
And extraordinary birders from 
everyone else. For a free catalog, 
call 1-800-BIRDING. •' 

kon 
sPORT OPTICS 

You'll never see things 
quite the same again. 



FIELD OF DREAMS 

,,F 

the q,' is at our eye w,• 
actually there, in a nest, on a limb, 

or soaring freely in the field of avian 

dreams. Utilizing the Pentax 

exclusive seven-layer super 

multicoating process and superior 

internal optical systems, Pentax 

binoculars and spotting scopes are 

crafted to give discriminating bird- 
watchers the best views in the 

world...and the best dreams as well. 

To receive free information about 

Pentax Sport Optic products, call 
1-800-709-2020. 

Pentax Corporation, 35 Inverness Drive East, Englewood, CO 80112 


