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Rainfall in the Region was erratic, but notably 
dry. To what effect an extended 1993-1994 
E1Nifio Southern Oscillation (ENSO) con- 
tibuted to Caribbean ornithology may de- 
pend on its extent in the localized dimatol- 
ogy. Precipitation measured at Cruz Bay, St. 
John, Unked States Virgin Islands since 1879 
gives us a clear trend of monthly averages over 
the past century for this group of islands at the 
elbow of the Antilles. It indicates that March 

is very dry, April gets wetter, and May repre- 
sents the spring rainy season. In fact, the op- 
posite occurred this year. March was 71% 
above the 100-year POR, April 55% above, 
and May 88% below average. The 90-day pe- 
riod, however, was 13% below average. 

The late spring dry period--no rain for 5 
weeks, according to observers--could have 
shut down development of flowers and fruits 
for nectivores and frugivores, as well as the in- 
sects that depend on them. Alack of freshwater 
outflows and algal blooms might also reduce 
food chain activity in shallow bays and reefs. 
Similar conditions prevailed in the Virgin Is- 
lands during the 1982-1983 ENSO event. 

Reports were received from the Bahamas 
(northern islands covered in March and a 
southern island in April), Greater Antilles, 
Lesser Antilles, and a coastal island of South 
America. From Aruba, Netherlands Antilles, 

came disturbing news that the island govern- 
ment now permits jet-skis to operate in the 
immediate vicinity of three internationally 
important seabird colonies. Send your faxes 
to the Tourism Bureau. One also wonders 

about the wisdom and environmental im- 

pacts of war games on fragile ecosystems, en- 
dangered species, and habitats of the Ba- 
hamas NationalTrust on Great Inagua. 

Abbreviations: Ab (Abaco); GB (GrandBa- 
hama); Ba (Bahamas); DR (Dominican Re- 
public); NP (New Providence, Bahamas); PR 
(Puerto Rico); St. J. (St. Johns); VI (Virgin Is- 
lands); Be (Bermuda); Bd (Barbados); DR 
(Dominican Republic) 

Grebes to Terns 

Least Grebes were noted (TW) at New Provi- 
dence, Ba Mar. 18-21. A Masked Booby seen 
at sea (VI eta•) March 10 near Bequia, The 
Grenadines, is from one of only 3 breeding 
sites known in the Lesser Antilles (Halewyn 

and Norton, 1984). Neotropic Cormorants 
have expanded their range in the n. Bahamas 
to NP (TW etal), where 85 birds were noted 
and some photographed (BH) at or near a 
Paradise I. golf course pond (TW et al.) 
March 18- 20. More details are expected else- 
where. Least Bitterns, male and female, were 

noted (TW eta•) at the same NP golf course 
pond March 18. Another pair was reported 
from the cattails at Humacao Res., PRApril 
28 (AC et al). A single Greater Flamingo was 
noted near the s. end of North Cr. Pond (KS) 
April 29 at Grand Turk, Turks and Caicos. 

Nine West Indian Whistling-Ducks were 
noted at Humacao Res., PRApril 28, but 20 
were seen the next day (AC et al). This is en- 
couraging news for this Endangered species. 
An imm. Snow Goose was seen (AB, JD, SU, 
TW) and photographed (BH) at Sugarland 
Farms, Great Abaco, Ba March 15 for one of 
the very few records from these islands. A 
Green-winged Teal was noted (TW et al) 
March 18 & 20 at a pond near the Sheraton 
Hotel, for one of the very few records from NP. 

White-cheeked Pintails (30-50) appeared 
to be resident (TW eta•) at Paradise I. offNP, 
where the species was purported to be a passage 
migrant 20 years ago (Brudenell-Bruce 1975). 
Smaller numbers were noted (TW etal) at Ca- 
suarina Pt., Great Abaco, Ba. Twelve White- 

cheekeds were noted April 26 at Town Salina, 
Grand Turk (KS). A breeding 9 Ruddy Duck 
with young was noted at Paradise I.,Ba March 
13 (TW et al). An extraordinary number of 
Masked Ducks ( 11 females) were seen April 25 
(AC etal) at a small upland, freshwater pond 
near Desbarra, St. Lucia, on what is normally 
the dry n.e. side of the island. Single Peregrines 
were seen at Anguilla March 4 (VIet al), St. 

Eustatius March 5 (VI), and Great Abaco, Ba 
March 15 (TW etal). 

Two Snowy Plovers were noted at Town 
Salina, Grand Turk April 29; and six Stilt 
Sandpipers were noted April 26- 29 (KS) near 
a hotel pond on Grand Turk. Willets seen 
during the week of April 26-29 there (KS) 
may represent breeding birds. 

Ring-billed Gulls were apparendy com- 
mon April 26-May 2 when Struthers noted 
several at a hotel pond, along the beach, and 
at Town Salina, Grand Turk. Least and, occa- 

sionally, Roseate term (3) were noted April 
28-May 1 resting on rocks by a hotel pond on 
Grand Turk; nesting is unconfirmed for ei- 
ther spedes in the Turks and Caicos. Gull- 
billed Terns (30), a species of concern in the 
West Indies (RLN), were also noted at the 
same hotel pond May 1 (KS). Cayenne Terns 
nested at Nicholas Bay, Aruba, in record high 
numbers (3550•i000 pairs) (RvH). 

Van Halewyn reports that tern wardens at 
Aruba (12ø32'N, 69ø57'W) have docu- 
mented an average 17 breeding pairs of Black 
Noddy since 1992, only a few years after they 
were noted in congener Brown Noddy colony 
at Sombrero Island (18ø36'N, 63ø25'W) in 
1988 (Norton, 1989). 

Doves to Orioles 

An Eared Dove was noted at Castries, St. 
Lucia (AC etal) April 25, representing one of 
the most northerly records there (ARK). The 
Regions Endangered parrots have had mixed 
success in recent years as a result of hurri- 
canes, and despite national pride, habitat pro- 
tection, and dedicated field work. Eight Red- 
necked and two Imperial parrots were seen at 
the Syndicate, Dominica March 8 (VI et a•). 

VOLUME 48, NUMBER 3 FIELD NOTES 345 



Twelve Cuban Parrots were noted at Abaco 

(TW etaL) April 14, while 14 St. Lucia Par- 
rots were notedApril 24 at Quillese Forest, St. 
Lucia (AC et aQ, where the population has 
rebounded to about 300 birds, close to the 
forest's carrying capacity (fide PB). The 
Chartiers (et aL) were extremely fortunate to 
see a single Puerto Rican Parrot April 29 at the 
hurricane-destroyed Caribbean National 
Forest restaurant near E1 Yunque. The popu- 
lation may be less than 20 (AC) and flirting 
with extinction. 

An unusual spring record of Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo seen at Grand Turks April 28 (KS) 
summons thoughts of breeding in these is- 
lands. Two disdnct populations of Lesser An- 
tillean Pewee occur in the Region (on Puerto 
Rico and Lesser Antilles), and they are the 
subject of current research on vocalizations 
(GR). Both populations were seen in April 
(AC et al.); one at Ravine la Chaloup, St. 
Lucia Apr. 23 and at Maricao Forest, PR Apr. 
27th. During a tour of the dry e. slope of St. 
Lucia, where several of the island's (and Re- 
gion's) rare and unusual birds were found, 
Charder etal. did not find St. Lucia's unique 
Antillean House Wren, perhaps last reported 
from Louvet in 1989 (RLN). 

S• Two White-breasted Thrash- 
ß 1 ers were observed (AC et al.) 

at Ravine ia Chaioup, home to the 
world's largest popuiatiou (12 pairs 
in 1992) of this critically threatened 
bird. The St. Lucia habitat from 

Grand Anse to Louvet is about 50 sq. 
km, while Martinique's Presqu'iie de 
ia Caraveiie Natural Res., the only 
other site where the bird is found, is 
about 517 hectares. Martinique's 
population is betweeu 15-40 pairs. 
Recent comparisons of aii popula- 
tions on St. Lucia (46 pairs in 1992, 
fide U) suggest a population decline 
of about 4.1% anuuaiiy (iUCN, 
1992). The d• lowland forest of e. 
St. Lucia, where several ravines 
drain toward the Ariantic, is also 
home to other eudemics: St. Lucia 

Nightjar, St. Lucia Oriole, St. Lucia 
Black Finch, St. Lucia House-Wreu, 
and Gray Trembler. Legal protection 
of habitats is in place, but enforce- 
ment aud education lag behind. 

Both Brown and Gray tremblers may be 
found on St. Lucia. The latter was notedApril 
23 (AC eta•) in the threatened riparian habi- 
tat of Ravine la Chaloup. 

White eta• reported 21 species of warblers 
from the n. Bahamas Mar. 13-22, including 
5 resident species. Blue-winged Warblers, sel- 
domly reported from the Bahamas, were seen 
on Abaco Mar. 15, NP March 19, and Grand 
Bahama Mar. 22. Visitors to Dominica's 

Cabrits pen. were greeted by a single 

Plumbeous Warbler (endemic) Mar. 8 (VI et 
al.). A rarely recorded 5? Summer Tanager 
was noted (TW eta•) at Grand Bahama Mar. 
22. The Chartiers reported difficulty in find- 
ing the endemic St. Lucia Oriole, which the 
late Gabriel Charles predicted would decline 
from its once common status. 

Addendum 

C. Levy of Jamaica wrote: "Three different 
groups [this year] sighted a Sported Rail in the 
Black R. morass" of s.w. Jamaica. However, 
these sightings do not indicate the rail is resi- 

dent in Jamaica as previously documented, 
she added. 
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