throated Sparrows lingered in Aransas
until Apr. 20 (CC) and at Calallen until
Apr. 27 (GS); this species normally de-
parts the c. coast by early April (fide
MC). The Golden-crowned Sparrow at
Hueco Tanks from the winter season lin-
gered until at least May 2 (m.ob.). A
Dark-eyed Junco at Buffalo L., May 14
(KS) was the latest date the species has
been recorded in the Panhandle. A flock
of 80 Bobolinks in Delta Apr. 30 (MWh)
was an extraordinary inland concentra-
tion. A flock of 50 Com. Grackles fre-
quented El Paso in eatly March (B, DE,
BN), while Bronzed Cowbirds seemed to
be increasing there and at Midland. We
had six-seven 3rd-hand reports of Shiny
Cowbirds at various U.T.C. locations as
well as a report of two captured in cow-
bird traps at Ft. Hood. To date, however,
the only written documentation received
was for a single bird Apr. 16 at Port Boli-
var (LS ez al). There are only 2 currently
accepted records of this species in Texas
and observers are requested to thor-
oughly document any record. Amazing
was a Hooded Oriole at Palo Duro
Canyon May 18 (KS), far north of its
normal Texas range.

Cited observers (Subregional Editors
in boldface): Ben Archer, Rich &
Nanette Armstrong, Nina & Eddie
Arnold, John Arvin, Peter Asman, Mike
Austin, Tom Baker (TBa), Sue Barton,
Giff Beaton, Bob Behrstock, Alice Bell,
Peter Billingham, Marge Blackburn
(MBI), Hazel Bluhm, Doug Booher,
Julie Boone (JBo), Bill Bowler, David
Bradford, Craig Braginton, David
Brotherton (DBro), Ray Brown, Tim
Brush, Kelly Bryan, John Buckman
(JBu), Frank Bumgardner, Marjorie
Byrant, Ronnie Carroll, Charlie Clark,
Jetemy Clark, Don Connell, Arlie &
Mel Cooksey, Chris Corbin (CCo),
Charles Crabtree, Wesley Cureton,
Arch Dillard, Jon Dunn, Charles
Easley, John Economidy, Mark El-
wonger, Doug Emkalns, Archie Engle-
man, Ted Eubanks, Tony & Phyllis
Frank, Brush Freeman, Jody Gabbert
(JGa), Tony Gallucci (Central Texas:
P.O. Box 6, Camp Verde, TX 78010),
Brian Gibbons (BGi), Elaine Giessel,
Peter Gifford (PGi), Jeff Gordon
(JGo), Peter Gottschling, Bill Graber,
Lynn Gray, Gerry Green, Karl Haller,
Hap Hamous, Carl Haynie, Tom & Jo
Heindel, Dick Henderson, Gary Hod-
nee, Norman Holgerson, Jim Holmes,
Sallie Homan, Ron Huffman, Lisa Hug
(LHu), Don Hunter (DHu), James
Hunter (JHu), Joe Ideker, Gayle Jack-

son (GJa), Bob Johnson, Cheryl John-
son, Thomas L. Johnson (TLJ), Tom
Johnson, Larry Jordon, George Jury,
Greg Keiran, Richard Kinney, Jane Kit-
tleman, Phillip Knight, Sandy Komito,
Mark Kulstad, Ed Kutac, Greg Lasley,
Rob Lee, Lee Lemmons, C.D. Lictle-
field (CDL), Llano Estacado Audubon
Society (L.E.A.S.), Mark Lockwood,
Gail Diane Luckner (GDL) (East
Texas: 13708 Bohemian Hall, Crosby,
TX 77532-6320), Guy & Joan Luneau
(G&JLu), James & Betsy Massey
(J&BMa), Steve Mayes, Terry McKee
(TMc), Debra McKee (DMc), Brad
McKinney, Don & Joann Merritt
(D&JMe), Jim Morgan, John Muldrow
(JMu), Mickey Mumford, Derek
Muschalek, Ken Nanney, Bruce
Neville, Laura Nolen, Northeast Texas
Field Ornithologists (N.E.T.E.O.),
Julius Nussbaum, Alfred Olivas,
George Oliver, Norman Orr, Brent Or-
tego, Nancy & Paul Palmer (South
Texas: 615 South Wanda, Kingsville,
TX 78363), Jim Paton (JPa), Mike Pat-
terson, Michael Pawlick (MPaw), Dick
Payne, Dwight Peake (DPe), Jim Peter-
son (JPe), Barbara Jean Potthast (BJP),
Joan Pruitt (JPr), Alice Rasa, Ross Ras-
mussen (North-central Texas: 600 S.
Graves #1704, McKinney, TX 75069),
Joel Reese, Teresa Risdon, Kent Rylan-
der, Larry Sall (LSa), San Antonio
Audubon Society, Paul Saraceni, Rose-
mary Scott, Willie Sekula, Larry Semo,
Chuck Sexton, Ken Seyffert (Panhan-
dle: 2206 S. Lipscomb, Amarillo, TX
79109), Cliff Shackelford (CSh), J.W.
Sifford (JWS), Leanna Smith (1.Sm),
The Spoonbill, John Sproul, Darleen
Stevens (DSt), Cliff Stogner (CSt),
Susan Stone, Rose Marie Stortz (RMS),
Tom Strother, Jim Sullivan, Jack Sun-
der (JSu), Dan Svingen, Peder Svingen,
Glenn Swartz, Delbert 8 Margaret
Tarter, Jay Thomasson, Peggy Trosper,
Al & Mary Uebelhart, Linda Valdez, Al
Valentine, Berry Vernon, Rex Wahl
(ReW), Warren Watson, Herbert
Wessling, Ed Wetzel, Mary Pat
Wheeler, Matt White (MWh), John &
Jana Whittle, Walt Wigzell (WWi),
Frances Williams, Gail Williams, Dal-
ton Willis (DWi), Petra Wirths-
Hockey, Alan Wormington, Barry
Zimmer (Trans-Pecos: 6720 Heart-
stone Ct., El Paso, TX 79924).

—Greg W. Lasley, 305 Loganberry Ct.,
Austin, TX 78745-6527, Chuck Sexton,
101 E. 54th Street, Austin, TX 78751,
Willie Sekula, Rt 1, Box 130, Falls City,
TX 78113, and Mark Lockwood, Box
1705, Brackertville, TX 78832.
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DAN SVINGEN AND
THOMAS H. ROGERS

The mild winter was followed by a mild
spring, with little weather-related news to
mark the transition. The biggest change bird-
wise was the widespread influx of “winter
finches.” Cassin’s Finches began showing up
at feeders throughout northern Idaho during
early March. In northwest Montana, Red
Crossbills finally descended to the valleys,
and quickly fledged young. Evening Gros-
beaks moved into the Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
and Libby, Montana areas in large numbers,
after being absent all winter.

Several rare species first noted last season re-
mained until spring, and one (Northern
Hawk Owl) even nested. Most observers felt
migration was early. In the Salmon, Idaho area
for example, long-time observer Hadley
Roberts obtained record-early arrival dates for
no fewer than 17 species!

Loons to Waterfow!

One of two Yellow-billed Loons first noted
in January at Harrison, ID was still present
Mar. 13 (DS). The Double-crested Cor-
morant on the Clearwater R. near Lewiston,
ID Apr. 22 (C.Bi.) was expected, while sin-
gles at St. Maries, ID May 5 (fide DS) and
on the Salmon R. by North Fork, ID in May
(LH) were not. A Great Egret near Salmon
Apr. 22 was a latilong 2nd (HR). Four
White-faced Ibis were at Lee Metcalf
N.W.R., Ravalli, MT May 14 (PW), where
they are rarely seen.

Greater White-fronted Geese are uncom-
mon and local throughout Idaho, so the
flock of 3000 at Fort Boise W.M.A., Canyon
Mar. 12 (JG), and seven by Harrison Mar
13 (DS) were noteworthy. Six—eight Snow
Geese at McArthur L., Boundary, ID Apr
12-25 (PC) was unusual. A small, mixed
flock of Snow and Ross’ geese was at Mann
L., Nez Perce, ID for the last half of April
(KD, MH, m.ob.), where both have been
regularly found in recent years. Lewiston’s
Brant, first noted last season, was still pre-
sent Mar. 5 (ph. DH).

320

FIELD NOTES

FALL 1994




Idaho's fourth American Black Duck, a male
paired witha € Mallard near Burley, was present
through April (R&]JL, $CT). A Blue-winged
Teal was at Harrison Apr. 24 (C.A.S.), while
two Blue-winged x Cinnamon teal hybrids
were near Townsend, MT May 29 (C], ST).
Eurasian Wigeons were widely reported from
the n. half of the Regjon, but were absent from
s. Idaho. Several were seen throughout the spring
at Lee Metcalf N.W.R. (CB). One-two males
were on L. Helena, Lewis and Clark, MT Mar.
13-19 (D&RP), where they are rare and irreg-
ular. Two males were also seen s, of Rose L., ID
Mar, 27 (DS), where the species is rare but an-

Red Rock Lakes NWR
[=~=]

A lingerer from winter was this rare Brant
[which had furnished a seventh state record}
at Lewiston, Idaho, March 5, 1994.
Photograph/David Holick.

nual. In n.w. Montana’s Flathead Valley, Eur.
Wigeon are fairly common, representing up to
2% of migrating wigeon (DC). Among the
birds present there this year were three Am. X
Eur. wigeon hybrids (DC).

A Harlequin Duck was on Hayden Cr. near
Lemhi, ID Apr. 22 (fide HR), fora latilong first.
Three Harlequin pairs were on the Lochsa R.,
Idaho, ID May 11 (LP, W& JF), and 2 pair
were on the upper St. Joe R., Shoshone, ID in
mid-May. The latter 2 loca-
tions are traditional nesting
areas. Perhaps the season’s
most bizarre sighting was of a
Harlequin Duck pair chas-
ing earthworms on the hwy
s.of Emida, ID May 18 ( fide
DS). The birds, providing
the first record for the St.
Maries R. Basin, had appar-
ently become downed or
disoriented by heavy rain,
and had to be “shooed” away
by a motorist! Barrow's Gol-
deneye were more numer-
ousand widespread in n. Ida-
ho than usual, raising hopes
that breeding might finally
be documented there (JR,
CT). A flock of 500 Ruddy
Ducks was on L. Helena
Apr. 16 (LM).

Hawks to Owls

A Ferruginous Hawk was
n.of Moscow May 11, where
rarely found (DG). Sharp-
tailed Grouse populations
in w. Montana are very

precarious, so the discovery of a new lek in
Powellwas welcome news (RG).

For the 3rd straight year, Black-necked
Stilts were recorded in the Helena area, where
three were seen at L. Helena Apr. 23-May 24
(GH). The Am. Avocet at Thompson L. near
Harrison, ID May 8 (JN)} was very unusual,
while the 7-19 at Mann L., Apr. 15-25 were
more expected (KD, WH).

Two Solitary Sandpiper were near Caldwell,
ID May 1 (JG) and one was s. of Cottonwood,
1D Apr. 23 (WH). A locally rare Long-billed
Curlew was seen on the Rathdrum Prairie near
Coeur d’Alene, ID in March (fide SS), while
37were seen in the Council, ID area Apr. 3
(JH, MH), where expected. Tiwo Marbled
Godwit were at Tolo L. near Fenn, ID Apr. 23
(WH) for a latilong first, and one was at Mann
L. 2 days later (WH).

A Franklin’s Gull was at Lee Metcalf N.W.R.,
May 14 (PW) and another in Lembs, ID during
May (LH). Eighteen Bonaparte’s Gull were at
Mann L., Apr. 25 (WH), with one remaining
until Apr. 30 (MK). A first winter Thayer’s and
two imm. Glaucous gulls near Harrison in late
March were unusual away from area landfills
(DS). A Western ‘Gull present at Market
Lake W.M.A. near Roberts, ID since Apr. 8
(tBH, m.ob.), provided Idaho’s 3rd record.
A single Arctic Tern was seen outside Roberts
May 23 (SP, CT) for Idaho’s 7th record. A
Black Tern was at Hells Gate S.P. near Lewiston,
ID May 25 (G&LL), where the species is rare.

The most exciting news of the period was
the April discovery of Montana’s first breed-
ing Northern Hawk Owl. The nest was found
near Polebridge, in the area where a hawk owl
had been regular since last fall (DC). At least
five young were Hedged. This is thought to
represent the southernmost breeding in the w.
United States. Boreal Owls near Whitefish,
MT provided the latilong’s first confirmed
breeding (JI).

Swifts to Finches
Black Swifts were frequently seen at Lee Met-
calf N.W.R. through May (CB, DHo), suggest-
ing new breeding in the Bitterroot Mts. A
Broad-tailed Hummingbird at a Moscow,
ID feeder May 17-20 was unusual (DG). Burk
recaptured a Rufous Hummingbird this spring
near Troy, MT that was at least 8-years-old.
AnEastern Phoebe May 21 at Swan Lake N.WR.,
Lake, MT provided the state’s 6th record,
and the first west of the divide (tDC, m.ob.).

A Blue Jay visited a Moscow feeder in late
April (DG), and may have been one of the
birds present nearby all winter. An albino
Com. Raven was seen May 21 near Coeur
d’Alene (SW).

A nocturnal Bewick’s Wren made a brief
appearance at Dumroese’s Moscow area
home Apr. 28, when it flushed onto a garage

lamp, remaining until the light was extin-
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guished. Another Bewick’s was in Kamiah,
ID Mar. 7 (WH, LP). Northern Mocking-
birds were relatively numerous this spring,
with singles seen in Ada, ID Apr. 25 (]G,
EH), near Cataldo, ID May 26 (CT), and in
Helena May 27 (CJ, ST). This species is an
erratic visitor and occasional breeder through-
out the Region. The Ada, ID bird may have
been the same individual present in Boise for
much of the winter. Montana’s Bitterroot
Valley had a locally rare Sage Thrasher May
14-18 (PW). Two Am. Tree Sparrows were
near Nez Perce, ID Mar. 7 (LP, WH). As
noted in last season’s report, White-throated
Sparrows were more numerous than usual,
with some birds attempting to over-
winter. The species was again relatively
prominent. J. Hirth had a White-throated
and a Golden-Crowned sparrow in his Viola,
ID yard Apr. 22. The White-throated Spar-
row first noted in Casey’s Somers, MT yard
during November was still present Apr. 10.
Another was singing near Polebridge May
17 (DM). An overwintering Harris’ Sparrow
continued to come to a Culdesac, ID feeder
until Apr. 20 (WH).

The relentless Great-tailed Grackle expan-
sion is apparently accelerating toward this Re-
gion. Idaho’s fourth—sixth Great-tailed Grack-
les were found: at Caldwell in early April (JG,
AE EH), near Burley May 18 (CT), and near
Am, Falls Res. in mid-May (DB).

Lesser Goldfinch were again nesting 10
mis. of Pocatello ID, where annual breeding
has been documented since the late 1980’s
(CT). The Brambling, first noted in the
Kalispell area in mid-December, provided
Montana’s first overwintering record by
staying until at least Mar. 30 (DC).

Observers cited (Subregional editors in
boldface): Clifton Barry, Kay Burk, Dave
Burrup, Canyon Birders (C.Bi.), Dan Casey,
Coeur d’Alene Audubon Society (C.A.S.),
Pat Cole, Kas Dumroese, Aubrey Fautheree,
Willie & Judy Frink (W&JF), John Gatchet,
Dale Goble, Robert Greene, Lucinda Hag-
gas, Evelyn Hainey, Brad Hammond, Win-
nie Hepburn, John Hirth, Marty Hirth,
Dave Holick (DH), Denver Holt (DHo),
George Holton, Jane Ingebretson, Cedron
Jones, Dean Jones, Merlene Koliner,
George & Louise La Voié (G&LL), Ron &
Jason Lynch (R&]JL), Lawrence McEvoy,
Don Miller, John Nigh, Susan Patia, Lou
Potter, Dorothy & Randy Poulsen (D&RP),
Jimmy Reynolds, Hadley Roberts, Shirley
Sturts, Dan Svingen, Sara Toubman,
Charles Trost, Susan Weller, Philip Wright.
—Dan Svingen, RO. Box 273, St. Maries, ID
83861; Thomas H. Rogers, 10820 E.
Maxwell, Spokane, WA 99206-4894.

Mountain
West Region

HUGH E. KINGERY
A mild and dry spring made for a mild spring

migration. Contributors offered short re-
ports and mostly meager information.

Las Vegas claimed a lack of birds of prey,
nil shorebirds, and a non-existent warbler
migration. Denver reported 145 species on
Denver Field Ornithologists trips, compared
with an nine-year average of 156. The spring
added three new species, and failed to find
three seen in every previous years; the latter
list now numbers 94 species. At Fort Collins,
Colorado, shorebirds stayed longer, but
passerines were largely absent.

Abbreviations: C.FO. (Colorado Field Or-

nithologists); D.M.N.H. (Denver Museum of
Natural History); D.FEO. (Denver Field Or-

nithologists field trips, compiled by Phil
Hayes); L.L.B.L. (Longmont/Lyons/Berthoud/
Loveland area, CO, using Foothills Audubon
Club records, compiled by Ann Means); R.E.

(Regional Editor); 1st Lat (first latilong
record [a latilong is outlined by one degree
each of latitude and longitude, and measures
about 50 by 70 mi—2/3 the size of Connecti-

cut]); ¥ (written description on file with, and
subject to approval of, state or local records
committee).

Loons to Ibises

Utah recorded migrating Com. Loons in
April in 2 new latilongs: Fourteen
stopped at Huntington and rwo—three
stopped at Ferron and Castle Dale (NB).
Seven broods of Pied-billed Grebes at
Moab confirmed breeding for the first
time in that latilong. A Red-necked
Grebe spent May 7-26 at Ordway, CO
(Ist Lat, BP, 1M]). The Region noted
fewer W. Grebes during migration:
L.L.B.L. reported 222 cf. 694 last year,
and Rawhide Res., Denver, and Eagle,
CO had low numbers. In contrast West-
erns scemed widespread in the San Luis
Valley in s.c. Colorado (RAR).

Observers tallied nine Am. Bitterns at 4
locations. Among Great Egrets reports, one
sat on a nest in the San Luis Valley May
24-25 (RAR). Snowy Egrets peaked at 277
at Fish Springs N.W.R., UT May 9; by May
24 the count dropped to 218. The C.EO.
will review a description of a Little Blue
Heron at Rocky Ford Apr. 24 (3M]); ob-
servers did not document 2 other Colorado

reports. Cattle Egrets have appeared now in
13 of Wyomings 28 latilongs, including one
May 14 at Green R. (SS). Green Herons
nested for the 2nd year at Ft. Collins—with
2 nests found by May 21, providing the first
“colonial” nesting site in the Region (DL)
The C.EO. will review 2 reports of Glossy
Ibis in Colorado, May 21 at Greeley ($DE)
and San Luis Valley ({RAR).

Waterfowl

Soda L. at Casper, an oil company treat-
ment pond, has become Wyoming’s pre-
mier site for water and shore birds. This
spring ducks peaked at 6682 Mar. 25,
topped by 2000 Com. Goldeneyes, 1500
Am. Wigeons, and 1500 Lesser Scaup
(J&VH). Canvasbacks peaked at 500 Mar
22. Fish Springs N.W.R. had a peak of
4841 ducks Apr. 12, topped by 1234 Cin-
namon Teal (JB).

Las Vegas, NV had a Black-bellied
Whistling-Duck for the 2nd spring, seen
Apr. 11+ (MC). A surprising 31 Ross’
Geese in Colorado included 20 at Nee
Noshe Res. (near Lamar) Mar. 16 (DL,
DE). Others appeared at Eagle, Rifle,
Hasty, Ft. Collins, and Greeley. Wood
Ducks have become regular throughout
the Region, though the one-three seen on
16 days at Devils Tower, WY came from a
new location (G&MS). Colorado had two
Eur. Wigeons, at Denver and Pueblo, 1n
March. The Herolds described a Tufted
Duck at Casper Mar. 16; if accepted by the
Records Committee, it will become the
Region’s first record. Greater Scaups
stopped in Colorado, with seven at Grand
Jet.,, Mar. 10-11 (RL, CD), Rocky Ford,
Boulder, and Ft. Collins. Two Oldsquaws
lingered Mar. 27--Apr. 24 at Rawhide Res ,
observers found two others at Sheridan,
WY (tHD) and Ft. Collins. Colorado
recorded all 3 scoter species, all rare 1n
spring: a ¢ Black at Rawhide May 2,
where one spent the winter (DL); two
Surfs at Longmont and Weld; and a White-
winged, no details reported, at Rifle May
11 (KP). At Denver, D.EO. recorded its
lowest-ever total of Com. Mergansers, a
minimal 28 (PH).

Raptors

The Denver Hogback Hawkwatch recor-
ded 2698 raptors this year (seven per
hour), about half the 1993 total and well
below the 4-year average of 3323, though
if the unusually high year of 1993 was
omitted, the count was about average
The 1993 total (12.6 birds/hour) probably
resulted from advantageous weather
conditions plus more hours of observa-

tion. Top 5 species remained the same
676 Red-tailed Hawks, 560 Turkey
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