
(D&SS, BT) and Fox Sparrows (JD). Snow 
Buntings were infrequent in e. Washington, 
except for the flock of 2500 near Daven- 
port, Lincoln Dec. 19 (JA). Six Tricolored 
Blackbirds were at Prineville, Crook Jan. 2 
(TC); they have become almost regular 
there in winter. Rusty Blackbirds were 
found at Lynnwood, King, WA Jan. 1-Feb. 
9 (J. Flavin) and at Sauvie Dec. 31-Jan. 7 
(•JG); they are rare but regular most win- 
ters. Up to three imm. (3 Hooded Orioles 
were at Hunter Ck., Cur•yto at least Feb. 25 
(D. Sevey, m.ob.); this is the only Oregon 
location where their occurrence is routine. 

Virtually all of the "winter" finches breed in 
our region, so the name is a misnomer. All ex- 
cept White-winged Crossbill and Cam. Red- 
poll are common residents and taken for 
granted by observers. However, Purple Finches, 
Pine Siskins, and Evening Grosbeaks disap- 
peared from most ofthe region this winter. Pur- 
ple Finches were sparse (TM, BT). Pine Sisldns 
were common in n.e. Washington (AS), but 
scarce in all other regions (BT, SM, JD) until 
late Febmar% when they became more conspic- 
uous (HN, S. Pinnock). Evening Grosbeaks 
were almost absent everywhere (KK, BT, 
G&WH, JD, TW), except n.e. Washington 
(KK). Red Crossbills of several types were 
found in moderate numbers in some areas. 

Types 1, 2, 3, and 4 were found in mixed flocks 
onWhidbeyI.,WAJan. 9 (DP, T. Hahn). Small 
numbers of White-winged Crossbills on Mt. 
Spokane, SpokaneWA in January (JA) were the 
only ones found. Common Redpolls were 
scarce in e. Washington (AS) and e. Oregon 
(TC). A count of 17 Lesser Goldfinch at Lyle, 
Klickitat Jan. 8 (MD) is about average for 
Washingtons only population. 

Initialed observers, with subregional edi- 
tors in boldface: Kevin Aanerud, Jim 
Acton, Howard Armstrong, Range Bayer, 
Barb Bellin, Thais Back (Tacoma area), 
Wilson Cady, Craig Carder, Tom Crabtree 
(e. Oregon), Mike Denny, Colin Dilling- 
ham, Jim Duemmel, Jeff Gilligan, Greg 
Gillson, Randy Hill, Glen & Wanda Hoge, 
Rich Hayer, Jr. (RHo), Eugene Hunn, Ken 
Knittle, Merlene Koliner (s.e. Washing- 
ton), Bob Kuntz, Donna Lusthoff, Tom 
Mickel, Craig Miller, Steve Mlodinow, 
Marjorie Moore (Rogue valley), Harry 
Nehls (w. Oregon), Vic Nelson, Mike Pat- 
terson, Dennis Paulson, Bob & Georgia 
Ramsey, Tom Rogers (easternmost Wash- 
ington), Richard Rowlett, Dory &Stan 
Smith (Clallam), Andy Stepnewski, Bill & 
Zannah Stotz, Patrick Sullivan (PtS), Ruth 
Sullivan, Terry Wahl, Bob WoodIcy. 
--Bill Tweit, P.O. Box 1271, Olympia, WA 
98507-1271, and]im ]ohnson, 3244 N. E. 
Brazee Street, Portland, OR 97212. 

Middle 
Pacific Coast 
Region 
STEPHEN F. BAILEY 

Field Notes did not receive a complete rfioort of 
the winter season by our deadline. 

Loons to Storm-Petrels 
Three Pacific Loons in Clifton Court Fore- 

bay, Conta Costa De. 5 (RJR) was a high 
count in the San Joaquin Delta. The only 
well-documented Yellow-billed Loon was 

off Pacific Grove, Monterey Dec. 7-28 (RT, 
?SFB, DLSh). Inland lakes attracted three 
Red-necked Grebes: Clifton Court Forebay 
Dec. 5 (returning for the 5th year? RJR), 
San Andreas L., San Mateo Dec. 18 (FrT), 
and Loch Lomon, Santa Cruz Dec. 18 (G. 
Meyer, RRa, BRa). 

A Layson Albatross that took an ill-advised 
inland tour in a winter storm was first seen 

circling S of Sonoma, Sonoma Feb. 19 (?H. 
Karr). The next day it was seen at the Napa 
R., Napa and Solano (?M.J. Berner); it later 
hit a power line at Martinez, Contra Costa, 

• %; ..... • Sacramento 
• • OValley re uges ". -"'•'} ' 

•tSanta Cruz 0 Vall• refuges -', :?' 

aimas Fresnø•equoia Nat.'P• 

and was rescued for rehab (fide M. Brezner). 
Four Laysans were seen offshore the Region. 

A high winter count of 28 Pink-footed 
Shearwaters was seen off Monterey Jan. 22 
(DLSh). Flesh-footed Shearwaters there 
Jan. 15, 18, & 22 (DSg, DLSh) may have 
been the same bird. A dark-morph Wedge- 
tailed Shearwater 2 mi s.w. of Table Rock, 
Santa CruzDec. 18 (•DLSh, •SA) provided 
the fifth record for California. A very late 
Buller's Shearwater was 2 mi w. of Pt. Joe, 
Monterey Jan. 25 (RT). Many Black-vented 
Shearwaters lingered in Monterey Ba• such 
as the 283 off Santa Cruz Dec. 18 (DLSh, 
SA) and 100 offMonterey Jan 22 (DLSh), 
but few stayed through February. 

At H.R.S., Alameda a Leach• Storm-Pe- 

trel and an Ashy Storm-Petrel were seen Jan 
9, with the latter present the next day 
(RJR), and two probably Ashies reported 
Feb. 5 (Cin-Ty Lee). Very rare in S.E Bay 
even in the fall, these storm-petrels were un- 
precedented there in winter. 

Raptors 
The Black Vulture remained at Arcata, 
Humboldt though Feb. 9 (?DFx). An ad. 
Broad-winged Hawk n. of Santa Cruz Dec. 
20-22 (BSch, PDLSu) was the only one this 
season. A communal roost of Ferruginous 
Hawks s.e. of King City, Monterey Dec. 23+ 
built to an astounding count of 86birds 
Feb. 5 (DLSh, JMD) A roost of this scale is 
unprecedented for this species. 

With the continuing recovery of the 
• Peregrine Falcon, the 

first modern record for 

San Benira was over- 

due. It was an adult at 

Panache Valley Jan. 3 
(DLSu, ELb). The 
imm. Gyrfalcon near 
Midway, Alameda ap- 
parently stayed to 
Dec. 14 (R. Linde- 
man, ?GFi). Another 
Gyrfalcon resided near 
Ft. Dick, Del Norte 
Oct. 31-Feb. 20 

(fRAE, •SEF, m.ob.). 

Larids 

A jaeger off Palo Alto 
Jan 23 (?SCR) was un- 
seasonal inside S.E Bay 
whatever the species. 
An ad. Common 

Black-headed Gull at 

Sunnyvale, Santa 
Clara Jan. 23-Feb. 9 
(JMa, ?JM, SCR) was 
believed to be the same 

bird that was at Alviso 

Nov. 15 (SCR). Adult 
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and 3rd-basic W. Gulls at Clear L. (JRW) 
doubled the number of Lake records. Every 
coastal county contributed to the large total 
of>30-38 imm. Glaucous Gulls reported, 
but there were only two inland. An imm. 
Black-legged Kittiwake at L. Sbastina Dec. 
17-18 (?RE) was the second for Siskiyou 
and the Great Basin district. 

A rare Thick-billed Murre was off Mon- 

terey Jan. 21-22 (ph. RLB). 

Cited Contributors (subregional editors in 
boldface): Stephen E Bailey, J. Michael 
Danzenbaker, Ray Ekstrom, Richard A. Er- 
ickson, George Finger (Gfi), David Fix 
(DFx), Earl Lebow (ELb), John Mariani 
(JMa), Joseph Morlan, Robert J. Rich- 
mond, Steve C. Rottenborn, Debra L. 

Shearwater (DLSh), Daniel Singer (DSg), 
David L. Suddjian (DLSu), Richard Ter- 
nullo, Jerry R. White. 

•Stephen E Bailey (loons to storm-petrels, 
raptors, larids) Museum of Natural History, 
165 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950; 
David Fix (bitterns to ducks, rails to shore- 
birds), Box 4331, Arcata, CA 95521; David 
G. Ire (doves to finches), 2930 Driftwood Pl., 
No. 39, Stockton, CA 95219. 

Southern 
Pacific Coast 
Region 
GUY MCCASKIE 

It was a below-average winter for berry-eat- 
ing species such as American Robins and 
Cedar Waxwings, and there was an almost 
complete absence of the standard boreal 
and montane irruptive spedes (e.g. Moun- 
tain Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, Purple Finch, 
and Pine Siskin) away from areas of normal 
occurrence. However, Mountain Bluebirds 
were far more numerous than normal, with 

large flocks along the coast and in the inte- 
rior valleys. A nice selection of rarities in- 
duded at least one Crested Caracara around 

the Salton Sea, a remarkably late Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper near San Diego, Cali- 
fornia's first winter Brown Crested Fly- 
catcher, and the Region's third Field 
Sparrow in Orange County. 

Abbreviations: EC.R. (Furnace Creek Ranch, 

Death Valley National Monument, Inyo); 
H.D.L. (Harper Dry Lake, n.w. of Barstow, 

San Bernardino Co.); L.A.C.N.H.M. (Los 
Angeles County Natural History Museum); 
N.E.S.S. (north endof the Salton Sea, River- 
sMe Co.); S.C.R.E. (Santa Clara River Estu- 
ary near l•ntura, Ventura Co.); S.E.S.S. 
(south endof the Salton Sea, Imperial Co.). As 
virtually all ratifies in s. California are seen 
by many observers, only the observer(s) ini- 
tially finding and identi•ing the bird are in- 
eluded. Documentation is on file with the 

California Bird Records Committee (c/o 
Michael A, Patten, P.O. Box 51959, River- 
side, CA 92517) for all rarities listed in this 
report. Reports submitted without docu- 
mentation are not published. 

Loons to Pelicans 

A Pacific Loon at Castaic Dam, œosAngeles 
Feb. 16 (KLG) and four on L. Perris, River- 
side Jan. 19 (CMcG) were inland where 
considered rare. A Corn. Loon at S.E.S.S., 
Dec. 19 (TC) was in an area where few have 
been found in winten A Horned Grebe at 

S.E.S.S., Dec. 16-Jan. 1 (REW)is one of 
only a few to be found on the Salton Sea in 
winter, but 50 on L. Perris and 15 more on 

nearby L. Skinner throughout the period 
(CMcG) were on large deep water lakes 
where numbers regularly winter. 

Three Laysan Albatrosses seen over deep 
water 75 nautical mi off Pt. Conception, 
Santa Barbara during an Los Angeles 
Audubon Society pelagic trip Feb. 5 (MH) 
were in an area where this spedes is un- 
doubtedly regular. Two Murphy's Petrels 
286 nautical mi WSW of San Nicolas 1., Jan. 
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