
Edmunds, D. Elder, H. Elliott, J. Hlis, N. 
Escott, B. & J.Essey (B&JEs), R. Evans, P. 
Ewins, L. Fazio, D. Fidler, P. Ford, M. Fos- 
ter, S. Giilck, P. Good, J. & C. Goodwin, J. & 
P. Gosling (J&PGg), D. Graham, M. Hagel 
(MHa), J. Haggeman, J. Haig (JHg), J. Har- 
ris (JHa), M.E. Hebb, M. Hill (MHi), G. 
Hodgson, M. Holder, J.M. Holdsworth, IC 
Hooles, R. Hubert, J. Hummel (JHu), E. 
Hunter, M. Jacklin, J. Jalava, T. Johnson, K. 
Kierstead, A. Kingsle3• Kingston Field Natu- 
ralists K. EN., R. Knapton, J. Knox, N. 
Knudsen, M. Kubisz, S. LaForest, J. Lamey 
(JLa), W. Lamond, S. Larsen (SLn), B. Lear- 
mouth, J.Lemon, E Leppanen, J. Macey 
(JMy), T. Maddeford, H. McArthur, M. 
McEvoy, K. McLaughlin, J. McLean (JMc), 
A. Mess, J. Miles, D. Miller, L. Mitchell, T. 
Nash, L. Norrby, D. Perks, A. & Y. Pieters, J. 
Pilny, B.Potter, C. Potter, S. Proud, P. Read 
(PRe), P. Richter (PRi), A. Rider, R. Ridout, 
P. Rose, K. Roy, D. Rupert, R. Russell 
(RRu), D. Sadler (DSr), D. Salter (DSa), D. 
Shanaban, L. Sirois, E. &A. Smith, M. 
Smith, R. Smith (RSm), W. Smith, M. 
Smout (MSm), R. Somerville, D. St. Hilaire, 
E Stepien-Scanlon, D. Stuckey (DSt), D.A. 
Sutherland, R. Tafel (RT1), M. & R. Tasker 
(M&RTa), R. Tilt (RTi), R. Tonus (RTs), D. 
Tozer, R. Tozer, C. Traynor, R. van Twest, C. 
Vardy, W. Waffle (WWa), T. Walker, W. Wat- 
son, S. Weilandt (SWe), R.D. Weir, C. & L. 
Weseloh (C&LWe), C. Whitelaw (CWh), C. 
& S. Wood, P.A. Woodliffe, A. Worming- 
ton, R. Worona, B. Wyatt, R. Yukich. 

Ron Ridout, L.P.B. O, P.O. Box 160, Port 
Rowan, ONNOE 1MO, Canada. 

Appalachian 
Region 
GEORGE A. HALL 

It was quite a winter! Both the weather and 
the birding were of history-making propor- 
tions. Despite the horrendous weather, or 
maybe because of it, the birding was good, 
with many notable records--including 
three state firsts, and numerous local first or 
second records. 

December was mild but wetter than nor- 
real, with some snow in the north. At Pitts- 

burgh January was 151 degree days below 
normal. Sub-zero temperatures were re- 
ported throughout the Region, with an un- 
official low of-38 ø F in Elk County, Penn- 
sylvania. There were two major snowstorms 
with accumulations of 12 inches in the low- 

lands and much more in the mountains, as 
well as several lighter snowfalls. February 
was slightly colder than normal, with sev- 
eral light to moderate snowfalls. Total snow 
accumulation amounted to as much as 91 

inches, and in the north the ground was 
snow-covered from just before Christmas to 
the end of the period. Some areas were hit 
with ice storms which caused much tree 

damage, and which was probably harder on 
the birds than the low tem- 

peratures and heavy snows. 
At the end of February 
there was still no sign of 
moderating weather. 

The "northern finch" 

flight anticipated in No- 
vember did indeed take 

place, and several other 
northern species had ap- 
peared in numbers by late 
December. The invasion 

was highlighted by an un- 
precedented flight of Com- 
mon Redpolls. With the 
advent of the cold weather 

and the deep freeze in the 
north, higher-than-normal 
numbers of waterfowl 

began to appear in what 
open water did exist. In 
February Red-necked 
Grebes arrived in record- 

making numbers. 
Populations of many 

resident birds were good, 
and many migrants re- 
mained in the Region dur- 

ing the mild December so that most Christ- 
mas Bird Counts reported record numbers 
of many species. Robins, several sparrows, 
and other open-country species were espe- 
cially common. As the season progressed 
and the weather deteriorated, the numbers 
of some species declined. This was particu- 
larly evident for the vulnerable Carolina 
Wren, and also possibly the Golden- 
crowned Kinglet. Although there were a few 
reports of proven mortality, it appears that 
survival was good. Indeed a number of 
spring migrants arrived to the snow-covered 
habitats in the last week of February, even 
though winter weather stiJl held sway. 

Abbreviations: B.E.S.E (Bald Eagle State 
Park, Centre Co., PA); Ch.N.E ( Chatta- 
hoochee Natl. Forest, GA); G.B.W.M.A. 
(Green Bottom W.M.A., Cabell Co., WV,, J•r- 
roefly known as Glenwood Swamp); 
M.C.EH. (Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, 
Rowan County, KY); P.I.S.P. (Presque Isle 
State Park, Erie Co, PA); EN.R. (Powdermill 
Nature Reserve, Westmoreland Co., PA); 
R.C.B.L. (Robert C. Byrd Locks, Ohio River, 
Mason County, WV,, J•rmerly known as Gal- 
lipolis Locks). 

Loons to Waterfowl 

Single Red-throated Loons were reported 
from P. 1.S.E, Dec. 4 (JM), L. Arthur, PA 
Dec. 18 (GW), and Mapleton, PA Feb. 
12-19 (m. obs.). An amazing 1077 Corn. 
Loons in 80 minutes were seen flying W 
along the L. Erie shore at EI.S.E, Dec. 11. 
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Some loose flocks numbered _<120 birds 
(JM). Otherwise only a few single loons 
were reported from 4 locations. Horned 
Grebes were more widely reported than 
usual with an unusually high count of 127 
at Cherokee, L., TN Feb. 4 (RK). A lone 
Red-necked Grebe was at Boone L., TN 

Jan. 23 and Feb. 6 (RK), but an unprece- 
dented influx of this species began about 
Feb. 10 and lasted to the end of the period. 
Re&necked Grebes were reported in small 
numbers from almost every location with 
open water as far south as Fairview, NC 
(RY) and Elizabethton, TN (WC, LMc). At 
Erie, PA at least five emaciated birds were 
taken to rehabilitators (RSw), and similar 
fallouts occurred elsewhere. 

Early winter records of Double-crested 
Cormorants came from Belmont, WV Dec. 

1 (EA), Pymatuning L., PA Dec. 4 (RFL), 
and Allegheny, PAJan. 1 (PH); six-twelve 
wintered near Kingsport, TN (WC). 

A few Great Blue Herons were reported 
on CBCs in late December. About 15 win- 

tered at M.C.EH. (FB), and 525 wintered 
at Newville, PA (DHe). Great Blues started 
nest building on an Ohio R. island in Pleas- 
ants, WV in late February (JE), but none 
had arrived at the still icebound colonies in 

Mercer, PA by the end of the period (EB). A 
Green Heron at M.C.EH. Dec. 20 was the 
latest date on record (FB). From two-five 
Black-crowned Night-Herons wintered at 
Kingsport, TN (WC). 

The waterfowl picture was brighter than 
in recent years, possibly an artifact of the ex- 
tensive freezup to the north and the concen- 
trating effect of the limited open water in 
the Region. An exceptional total of 19 
species were listed at L. Arthur, PA Dec. 18 
(PH). Diving ducks were unusually com- 
mon; there were many reports of Redheads 
and Canvasbacks. Of the dabbling ducks, 
N. Pintails and N. Shovelers were in above- 

normal numbers. Mallard CBC counts of 

2680 at Pittsburgh (PH) and 5000 at 
Linesville, PA (RFL) were good. At L. Erie 
the open water was too deep for dabblers to 
feed and they were reduced to stealing from 
divers and gulls (JM). 

Late migrant Tundra Swans were 
ported from several places in December and 
early January, topped by 91 at State College, 
PA Dec. 5 (HH) and 44 at High Point L., 
PA Dec. 12 (AM). There were no reports of 
northbound swans by the end of the period. 
Mute Swans were reported from Linesville, 
PA (RFL), P.I.S.P. (JM), Williamstown, 
WV (LW), near Prickett's Fort S.P., WV 
(MSt), and the Ohio R. in Cabelland Pleas- 
ants, WV (WA). A Greater White-fronted 
Goose was at R.C.B.L., Jan. 22 (WA, MG). 
Snow Geese were found at Pymatuning L., 
PA Dec. 19 (RFL) and Feb. 20 (AM); 

G.B.W.M.A., Feb. 15 (WA); Lakin, WV 
Feb. 19 (WA); Washington, TN Dec. 18 
(RK), and Murray, GA Dec. 31 (HD). At 
Pymatuning L., Canada Goose numbers 
peaked at 16,360 on the CBC Dec. 19, but 
dropped to about 6000 when the weather 
turned bad (RFL). 

The rarely reported Greater Scaup was 
found on the Allegheny R. at Harmarville, 
PA Feb. 5 (JV), on the Ohio R. at Belmont, 
WV Feb. 13 & 19 (EA, JE), 2 locations in 
Augusta, VA Feb. 17 & 21 (YL) and near 
Hinton, WV in January and February (JP). 
The only Black Scoter reports were from 
EI.S.E: one each Dec. 5-11 (JM) and Jan. 
13 (DS). White-winged Scoters, usually the 
most common in the Region, were found 
only at P.I.S.E, Dec. 12-Jan. 1 (JM); 
G.B.W.M.A., Feb. 18-Mar. 3 (WA); Kyger 
Creek Power plant, OH Feb. 26 (WA); and 
Cherokee L., TN Feb. 4 (RK). There were 
more than usual reports of Surf Scoters: 
Rocky Gap S.E, MD Dec. 5 (MT); Parkers- 
burg, WV Dec. 18 (JE); Gauley Bridge, 
WV Feb. 20 (WA); and 4 sites in e. Ten- 
nessee: Tellico L., Dec. 12 (RD); Wilbur L., 
Dec. 17-19 (RK); Cherokee L., Feb. 4; and 
Chickamauga L., Jan. 1-15 (JPa). Hooded 
Mergansers continued to be in unusually 
high numbers 

Raptors to Gulls 
A Turkey Vulture at Boaz, WV Jan. 8 (KC) 
was unusual; spring arrival of vultures was 
generally in the 3rd week of February. Bald 
Eagles were in above-average numbers in e. 
Tennessee (RK) and there were numerous 
sightings in Warren PA (WH) and at 
M.C.EH. (FB). Other reporys came from 
Pymatuning L., PA (RFL); Mosquito L., 
OH (DH); Pleasants and Wood, WV (JE); 
Cabell and Mason, WV (WA); and High- 
land, VA (RS). Northern Harriers wintered 
in Rockinham, VA (MGS, YL) and in Wise, 
VA (RP). One was also sighted in Warren, 
PA Jan 6-7 (RL). Sharp-shinned Hawks 
were reported more commonly than in 
most winters, topped by a "most ever"13 on 
the Pittsburgh CBC (PH). Northern 
Goshawks were sighted at 6 locations in w. 
Pennsylvania and one notably s. to Stuart's 
Draft, VA Feb. 4 (JH) and Ch.N.E, Dec. 19 
(JPa). Red-shouldered Hawks seldom win- 
ter in the Region, so records from Elk, PA 
Jan 19 •qde LC), Warren, PA Feb. 19 (DW), 
Wood, WV Jan 10 and Feb. 27 (JE), and 
Front Royal, VA Jan. 20 (RA) were note- 
worthy. A recordssetting 56 Red-tailed 
Hawks were found on the Jefferson, PA 
CBC (RB), and a dark-morph Red-tailed 
was seen near Toftrees, PA Jan. 11 & 12 
(WL). Rough-legged Hawks were found as 
far south as Roanoke, VA Dec. 31 (MD, 
HW) and Augusta, VA Feb. 16 (YL). They 

An immature gray-morph Gyrfaicou at the edge of 
Presque Isie Bay, Erie Co•aty, Peuusyivauia, 
Jauuary 2, 1994. Photograph/Jerry McWiiiiams. 

were unusually numerous in the north, with 
a report of 11 on one recovered-surface 
mine, and 24 in one day in Clarion, PA 
(WF). Golden Eagles were reported from 
the usual wintering area in Highland, VA 
(RS, MGS) and, more noteworthy, at Dan's 
Rock, MD Feb. 5 (RKi) and Ch.N.E, Dec. 
19 (JPa etal.). 

Single Merlins were reported from 
EI.S.E, Dec. 5 (JHo) and Washington, TN 
Dec. 30 (BC). The only Peregrine sightings 
came from n.e. Tennessee: Johnson City, 
Jan. 1 (JN) and Carter Jan 7 (GWa). A Gyr- 
falcon was seen at P.I.S.P., Jan. 1 (-•, J&LM) 
and a different bird was recorded in Erie 

Bay front Jan. 2 (JM). 
The Wild Turkey continues to increase, 

but winter mortality was reported in the 
Ligonier, PA area (fide RCL) and at Front 
Royal, VA (RA). There were December 
records in 3 cattail marshes in Sullivan, TN 

(RK, WC) and one was seen in Hawkins, 
TN Jan. 27 (RK). The only Sandhill Cranes 
were reported from the Dalton, GA area, 
where the southbound birds were seen as 
late as Dec. 28 and northbound flocks were 

present from Feb. 12+ (HD). 
Despite the snow cover, the first Killdeer 

arrived about Feb. 19---even in the north at 

Pymatuning L., PA (RFL) and 7•umbull, 
OH (DH). Winter records for Corn. Snipe 
were reported from Butler, PA (GR), 
moreland, PA (DK), Markleton, PA (AM), 
Cumberland, MD (MT), and Fishersville, 
VA. (RS). American Woodcock were pre- 
sent all winter in Shenandoah, VA (DDv) 

and early migrants were at P.N.R., Feb. 19 
(RLu) and Fairview, NC Feb. 27 (RY). 

A jaeger (sp.) was seen at P.I.S.P., Dec. 11 
(JM). The observer felt the circumstances 
precluded any more specific identification 
than one of the 2 larger species. The freeze in 
the north was undoubtedly responsible for 
the unusual concentrations of gulls in the 
south: 2700 Ring-billed Gulls and an above- 
average 50 Herring Gulls at Cherokee L., 
TN, 2300 Ring-bills at Douglas L., TN 
(RK), and 200 Ringbills at M.C.EH. (FB). 
The customary rare gull report from P.I.S.P. 
included: Little Gull, Dec. 5 (JM), Thayer• 
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Gull, Dec. 26-Jan. 1 & Feb. 18 (JM), Ice- 
land Gull, Dec. 31 0M), Jan. 29 (EK), Feb. 
18-28 0M, WS), Lesser Black-backed Gull, 
Dec. 12 0M) and Feb. 28 (WS), and a total 
of 12 Glaucous Gulls Dec. 26-Feb. 26 0M). 
More unusual were the rare gull reports else- 
where. Tennessee's first Litde Gull was seen 

at Chickamauga L., Jan. 20-Feb. 12 
(m. obs.) and a Great Black-backed Gull was 
present at the same place Jan. 3-Feb. 13 
0Pa). Great Black-backeds were also re- 
ported from Douglas L., TN Feb. 8 (RK) 
and the Allegheny R. at Harmarville, PAJan. 
28, a 3rd county record (JV, PB). A probable 
Lesser Black-backed Gull was seen on the 

Mosquito, OH CBC Dec. 19 (fideCB). A 
probable Herring X Glaucous hybrid was at 
ELS.E, Jan. 1 (JM). 

Doves to Wrens 

Mourning Doves suffered some mortality 
during the coldest weather. In Marion, WV a 
high January count of 55 had been reduced 
by 75% at the end of the period (AW). Only 
two Barn Owls were reported: Newville, PA 
CBC (DHe) and Bristol, TN (WC). Snowy 
Owls were reported from Erie, PA early De- 
cember (Erie TV News); P.I.S.P., Jan. 2 0M); 

Fittingly, i. this icy winter, severai S.owy Owis 
reached wester. I•e..syivania. This o.e was i. 
C.mberla.d County February 16, 1994. 
I•bntograpb/De. He.ise. 

Crawford, PA Dec. 9-12 (AT); and Cumber- 
lana• PA Feb. 16 (DHe). Long-eared Owls 
were unusually common, with reports from 
P.I.S.P., Jan. 13 (DS) and Feb. 26 (DD); 
Crawj•rd, PA Feb. 10 (RFL); Moraine S.E, 
PA Dec. 5 (DD); 3 locations in Cumberlana• 
PAJan. 2 (DHe); and Morgantown, WVJan. 
6 (BB). At least six Short-eared Owls re- 
turned to the Clarion, PA surface mines 
(WF). Other reports came from Butler, PA 
Dec. 18 (GW), Cumberlana• PA all season 
(DHe), and Rockingham, VA (YL,MGS). Re- 
ports of N. Saw-whet Owl came from Colyet 
L., PA (CY), B.E.S.E (JPe), Knox, PA (WF), 
Moraine S.P., PA (DD), and EI.S.P. (DD). 

A Ruby-throated Hummingbird came to 
a Caldwell, OH feeder until Dec. 25 (fide 
JE). The Rufous Hummingbird in Murray, 
GA in the fall remained until Dec. 19 and 

was banded during this period. Two exotic 

hummingbirds appeared in Chattanooga, 
TN in late October. One identified as a Ru- 

fous Hummingbird was last seen Jan. 18. 
The other was caught, ban&d, and identi- 
fied as an Allen's Hummingbird Dec. 27 
(first Tennessee record). It remained until 
Jan. 4 and was later caught in Cartersville, 
GA, providing a 2nd state record (JPa). 

A Red-headed Woodpecker on the Wise, 
VA CBC was the first local winter record 

(RP). Other reports came from lY&oa• WV 
(KC, GSh), 2 locations in Allegany, MD 
(MT, RKi), and 2 sites in Augusta, VA (SR, 
RS). Good numbers of Yellow-bellied Sap- 
suckers started to winter at P.N.R. but suf- 
fered heavy losses from the cold weather 
(RCL). Eastern Phoebes wintered in good 
numbers in e. Tennessee (RK) and four were 
found on an Augusta, VA CBC (RS). Spring 
migrants had arrived at several places in late 
February. Several large concentrations of 
Horned Larks (flocks of N1000) were re- 
ported from Virginias Shenandoah Valley 
(RS, MGS). A Barn Swallow near Cumber- 
land, MD Dec. 17 was notably late (MT). 

The Corn. Raven continues to do well; 
there were numerous reports at low eleva- 
tions at P.N.R. (RCL), Monongalia, WV 
(SS), and Marion, WV (AW). After the heavy 
fall movement, Red-breasted Nut-hatches 

continued numerous and widespread, and 
several locales made record CBC counts. 

The final word on the effect of the cold, 
snowy weather on Carolina Wren popula- 
tions in the north was not yet known. Many 
Carolinas obviously perished, since reports 
of the disappearance of the species through 
the winter came from several areas. There 

were also reports of survival. However, 
much of the n. part of the Region was vis- 
ited by an ice/snow storm in early March 
and this may have caused additional mor- 
tality. There were single House Wrens in 
Sullivan and Washington, TN in December 
(RK), and a Sedge Wren in Washington Dec. 
7 was the first local winter record (RK) 

Kinglets to Icterids 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets were present all 
winter in Shenandoah, VA (DDv). At Pitts- 
burgh Golden-crowned Kinglets disap- 
peared after extremely low January temper- 
atures. A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was a 
noteworthy addition to the Pipestem, WV 
CBC list (JP). Eastern Bluebirds were pre- 
sent through the winter at several places. 
The thrush of the season was a Townsend's 

Solitaire at Moraine S.P., PA Dec. 18 (?, 
GW), the 4th Pennsylvania record. Hermit 
Thrushes were found in Marion, WV Dec. 
11 (AW); •umbull, OH Dec. 12 & 24 
(CB); P.I.S.P., Jan. 1 (BW), and a remark- 
able 20 on the Waynesboro, VA CBC (RS). 
American Rubins were in unusually high 

numbers at most places, and were present 
throughout the season even in the north. 
Northbound migrants showed up in the last 
week of February. 

There were only 2 reports of Gray Cat- 
bird: P.I.S.P., Dec. 31-Jan. 1 (BW) and 
Centre, PA Dec. 19 (GM). One Brown 
Thrasher report was from Morehead, KY 
Dec. 25-Feb. 16 (FB). Northern Mocking- 
birds were as far n. as Erie, PA at least to Jan. 
20 (SD), and were present to the end of the 
period at other w. Pennsylvania locations. 
As usual, Cedar Waxwings were absent at 
some places and present in unusually high 
numbers at others, e.g. >300 at P.N.R. 
(RCL). With the Cedars were single Bo- 
hemian Waxwings at Erie, PA Jan. 5 & 6 
(MN) and Pymatuning L., PA (JB, GF). 
Northern Shrikes were found at P.I.S.P., Jan 
15 (JM); Erie N.W.1L, PAJan. 29 (JB, GF); 
Akeley, PA Dec. 6; Lander, PA, Dec. 12 
(DW); B.ES.P., Dec. 31 (DB etaL); and 
P.N.R., Feb 9-28 (RCL et al.). The 9 re- 
ports of Loggerhead Shrikes in n.e. Ten- 
nessee were fewer than last year. 

A White-eyed Vireo in Carter, TN Dec. 
17 ON) was the 2nd winter record there. A 
Magnolia Warbler was seen at Moraine S.P., 
PA Dec. 5 (DD), a Palm Warbler was seen 
in Sullivan, TN Dec. 12 (LMc), and Corn. 
Yellowthroats were found at 2 locations in 

Centre, PA Dec. 18 (DKy) & 19 (TF), and 
Washington, TN Dec. 3 (RK). Pine War- 
biers gave territorial songs in North Car- 
olina and the Shenandoah Valley, VA in the 
last few days of Februar• 

It was an unusually good year for most 
sparrow species. White-crowned, Fox, and 
especially Am. Tree sparrows were more nu- 
merous and widespread than in recent years. 
Above-average numbers of Savannah Spar- 
rows wintered in n.e. Tennessee (RK) and re- 
ports from Linesville, PA (RFL) and Cum- 
berlana• PA (DHe) were noteworthy. More 
unusual were the 2 December records of 

Chipping Sparrows in n.e. Tennessee (RK), a 
Vesper Sparrow at a Jersey Shore, PA feeder 
Jan. 30 and Feb. 8 (G&PS), a Swamp Spar- 
row at a Marion, WV feeder Dec. 29 (AW), 
and a Lincoln' s Sparrow at Roanoke, VA 
Dec. 18 (BK, MS, DC). There was some de- 
cline in numbers as the season progressed, 
but most of these birds survived the hard 

weather. Snow Buntings were reported in 
good numbers in 7 locations in Pennsylvania 
and were found as far south as R.C.B.L., Jan 
24 & 25 (MG, WA); Stuart's Draft, VA. Feb. 
4 &12 (MH, JH); and Hump Mr., TN Dec. 
1 (ES). The buntings were accompanied by 
Lapland Longspurs at Stuart's Draft, Cum- 
berlana• PA (DHe), Chambersburg, PA, 
(KG), and Rockwood, PA (fideRCL). 

Red-winged Blackbirds remained in 
CrawJ3ra• PA as late as Dec. 28 (RSt) and at 
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Morehead, KY until Dec. 24 (FB). The first 
northbound migrants appeared Feb. 20-22. 
Thirty-five E. Meadwlarks were found in 
Rockingham, VA Jan. 31 (MGS). A Yellow- 
headed Blackbird was listed on the Nicka- 

jack L. CBC (JPa). Rusty Blackbirds were at 
B.E.S.E, Jan 31 (JPe) and in Marion, WV 
Jan. 7 (AW). Brown-headed Cowbirds at 
Warren, PA Jan. 6 and Marion, WV Jap 7 
(AW) were unusual (TG), as was a Com. 
Grackle at Morgantown Jan. 23 (GAH). 

Finches 

Purple Finches were in low numbers again 
this winter. It was not a crossbill winter. Five 
Red Crossbills were seen in Ch.N.E, Dec. 

19 (JPa etal.); two were at Linevile, PA Dec. 
19 (RCL, RFL), and one was seen at Black 
Moshannon S.P., PA Dec. 24 (HH). A sin- 
gle White-winged Crossbill was at Wash- 
ington, PA Jan. 18-23 (SG), three were 
seen near State College, PA Dec. 19 (TF) 
and a flock of 50 was at Black Moshannon 

S.P., PA Dec. 24 (HH). 
In the fall season the influx of Corn. Red- 

polls had been called "the best in many 
years." I now amend that to read "probably 
the best of which we have record--•certainly 
the best in the lifetime of American Birds. • 

They arrived in mid-November and by the 
end of January had reached all parts of the 
Region as far south as Erwin, TN (GSw) 
and Toccoa, GA (RBu). Flock sizes varied 
from singles and pairs to 50-60. Along with 
the Corn. Redpolls there were 4 reports of 
Hoary Redpolls. One at Ashton, WV Dec. 
21 (ph., WA, SSm), providing a first state 
record); one at Middletown, VA Jan. 23 & 
31 (RSi) and one at Monterey, VA Feb. 27 
(? EBr), providing first Virginia records, 
and two at Dan's Rock, Md Feb. 5-28 

(m.ob., fide MT). There were 2 uncon- 
firmed reports from Erie, PA (JM). 

Pine Siskins were in small numbers at scat- 

tered locations and were absent from many 
places. It was the best Evening Grosbeak 
flight in the past several years, but itwas much 
smaller than the massive flights of a decade or 
2 ago. Small flocks were noted at scattered 
cations as far south as Blairsville, GA (DF). 

Contributors: Richard Almy, Wendell Ar- 
gabrite, Elizabeth Armstrong, Carole 
Babyak, Brent Bailey, James Barker, Ralph 
Bell (RB), Dorothy Bordner (DB), Edward 
Brinkley (EBr), Paul Brown, Edward 
Brucker (EB), Nancy Brundage, Davis Bul- 
luck, Robert Bundus (RBu), Fred Busroe, 
Kathy Cain, Drake Caldwell, Linda Chris- 
tenson, Wallace Coffey, Brian Cross, Mar- 
shall Daniels, Steve Danko, Dave Darney 
(DD), David Davis (DDv), Harriett Di- 
Gioia, Rusty Dunn, Jeanette Esker, Jamie 
Fenske, Gary Fidds, Ted Floyd, Matt Fraker, 

Dot Freeman, Walter Fye, Kenneth Gablet, 
Sayre Greenfield, Mike Griffith, Ted Grisez, 
Charles Handley, Jan Hansen (JH), Harry 
Henderson, John Heninger, Don Henise 
(DHe), Mozelle Henkel, Paul Hess, William 
Highhouse, David Hochadel (DH), Joyce 
Hoffman (JHo), Ray Kiddy (RKi), Rick 
Knight (RK), Don Koch (DK), Ed Kwater, 
Dave Kyler (DKy), YuLee Larner, Wayne 
Laubscher, Robert C. Leberman (RCL), 
Ronald E Leberman (RFL) Ronald Lutz 
(RLu), Rick Lyle (RL), Anthony Marich, 
Larry McDaniel, Jerry McWilliams, Linda 
McWilliams, George Myers, Jerry Nagel, 
Mildred Nodes, Johnny Parks (JPa), 
Richard Peake, John Peplinskl (JPe), Jim 
Phillips (JP), George Reese, Stephen Rot- 
tenborn, Ed Schell, Glenna Schwalbe, Paul 
Schwalbe, Gene Shaffer (GSh), Walter Shaf- 
fer, Robert Simpson (RSi),Michael G. 
Smith (MGS), Mike Smith (MS), Shdly 
Smith (SSm), Donald Snyder, Ruth Snyder 
(RS), Ann Stamm, Sally Stebbins 
(SS),Michael Stewart (MSt), Craig Stihler, 
Randy Stringer (RSt), Ruth Swaney (RSw), 
Glenn Swofford (GSw), Andy Troyer, Mary 
Twigg, Jim Valimont, Gary Wallace (GWa), 
Brenda Watts, Don Watts, Andy Weakes, 
Gene Wilhdm (GW), HollyWoodson, Lu- 
cine Wright, Chuck Yohn, Ruth Young. 
--George A. Hall, P.O. Box 6045, West 
Virginia University, Morgantown WV 
26506-6045. 

Western 
Great Lakes 
Region 
JAMES GPOlNLUND 

This season broke the string of mild winters 
the Region has enjoyed the past several years. 
It began rather quietly but became stormy by 
the commencement of the Christmas Bird 

Counts. In mid-January temperatures as 
cold as -40 ø F were recorded, and all three 

states received significant snowfall. There 
was a brief thaw in midiFebruary, but overall 
the winter was very cold and the snowfall 
well above the average of the past three years. 

As might be expected under such harsh 
conditions, birders in all three states re- 

ported the season as being rather dull. Nev- 
ertheless, Wisconsin was able to add two new 

state records, a very unexpected Townsend s 
Warbler and a less surprising Brambling. 
Neither Michigan nor Minnesota could 
match such luck and had to settle for good 
numbers of lingering species. All three states 
had few northern owls. Michigan had its best 
movement of redpolls in 10 years, as well as 
good numbers of Pine Grosbeaks and Bo- 
hemian Waxwings. As in past years, a few 
early migrants returned in late February. For 
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