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Abbreviations used in place names:
In most regions, place names given in

1talic type are counties.

Other abbreviations:

Creek

Fort

Highway

Island or Isle

Islands or Isles

Junction

kilometer(s)

Lake

mile(s)

Mountain or Mount
Mountains

National Forest

National Monument
National Park

National Wildlife Refuge
Provincial Park
Peninsula

Point (not Port)

River

Refuge

Reservoir (not Reservation)
State Park

Wildlife Management Area

Abbreviations used in the names of birds:

American

Common

Eastern

European or Eurasian
Mountain

Northern

Southern

Western

Other abbreviations and symbols
referring to birds:

adult

immature

juvenal or juvenile

species

means that written details
were submitted for a
sighting

means that a specimen was
collected

male

female
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ATLANTIC
PROVINCES
REGION

Blake Maybank

Spring offered modest relief from
one of the worst winters in memo-
ry. The weather became unremark-
able once interminable March
ended, except in Newfoundland,
which was still looking for spring
in July. Among frequent storms,
the only memorable “blow” was
the “Winter Storm-of-the-Centu-
ry” in March (see S.A.). Fortunate-
ly (for the birds), migration was
largely uneventful and simply a bit
behind schedule until the second
week of May. Fortunately (for the
birders), there were many rarities
to brighten a dull day, at least on
the mainland.

Reporting was good from Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, and Saint-
Pierre et Michelon and spotty from
Newfoundland. Only a few sight-
ings were received from Prince Edward Is-
land. New Brunswick now has a Birds
Records Committee, a welcome addition to
the Region. Nova Scotia, regrettably, lacks a
review committee, even a repository for rare
bird reports. Most rarities reported to the
Nova Scotia Bird Society are undocumented
and do not make their way into this report,
unless unequivocal.

Abbreviations: G.M. (Grand Manan archi-
pelago, New Brunswick); S.EM. (Saint-Pierre
et Miquelon).

LOONS TO HERONS
Miraculous, but well documented, was an ad.
Yellow-nosed Albatross circling a traffic cir-
cle (where else?) for 15 min., May 24 at a mall
in Dieppe/Moncton, NB (ST, R. Mallet,
ph.). The big bird carried the 2nd provincial
record, one of few documented for the Re-
gion and also (naturally?) the first inland
record for the Region.

Southern herons enjoyed an excellent
spring in April and May. Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick received the lion’s share:

NS NB PEI NF SP

Grear Egrer 2
Little Blue Heron
Snowy Egret
Tricolored Heron
Cattle Egret
Glossy [bis

Green-backed Heron

WA N N v
N U R

*Extralimital.

0
ST. PIERRE
-Bascues ET MIQUELON

savwt

ATLANTIC OCEAN

S.A.

The winter “Storm-of-the-Century” arrived
Mar. 13-14, tracked up the Bay of Fundy, and
quickly weakened. To the east of the track was
rain, to the west, snow. The storm, which had
moved quickly up from the Carolinas, carried
several waifs: Brown Pelican (corpse),
Meteghan, NS; Great Egrets in Freeport, NS
(Mar. 23, record early for the province), G.M.
(two), and S.EM. (two, Mar. 17 & 21); three
Tundra Swans in e. Nova Scotia, on G.M;
Am. Woodcock (dead) on S.EM., Mar. 28
(fide RE); four “peeps” on Cape Sable, NS,
and another in the Annapolis Valley, NS;
three Laughing Gulls in s.e. Nova Scotia (two
alive, one dead) and a dozen around G.M.;
two Black Skimmers in Nova Scotia, one
dead on Sable 1., and one picked up live near
Lockport, rehabilitated, and released from a
ocean freighter off the Carolinas; a hum-
mingbird species at a house in the Annapolis
Valley, NS, hovering where a feeder hangs in
summer; and single Purple Martins rescued
in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Both
succumbed.

The Little Egret on Bon Portage 1., NS, re-
turned for its sth spring.

WATERFOWL

Snow Geese escaped mention in New
Brunswick, but Nova Scotia had a large tem-
porary influx, a Flock of 100+ at Connors
Brook Apr. 18 (P. Giffin), and a day later 22 at
Kingsport (K. Hobson). More than 35 reports

of Wood Ducks in Nova Scotia in-
dicate a continuing expansion.
Also expanding on the mainland
were N, Shovelers and Gadwalls,
with New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia each reporting 15 pairs of the
former, 20 of the latter. Three ad.
& Eur. Wigeons were seen in New
Brunswick, at Cape Jourimain
Apr. 25; Gagetown 1., May 14; and
G.M., May 14 (BD), for the 2nd
local record.
After the identification difficulties
of the overwintering imm. ? Tuft-
ed Duck at Halifax, NS, it was a
pleasure to view an ad. male at Wa-
verly, NS, Mar. 21-Apr. 14 (C. Cor-
nell er al, ph.). Away from their
burgeoning New  Brunswick
stronghold (5o+ pairs this spring)
were three Lesser Scaup in Nova
Scotia and one each in S.PM. and
Newtoundland.
Uncharacteristically, New Bruns-
wick dominated the King Eider
sightings, 12 total, all in April and
May. These included 1o & birds in
the Acadian pen., six with 6000
Commons at Val-Comeau (RD).
The other Regional report (and the
only female) was at Cape Sable L.,
NS, Mar. 15 (BMy, JT). The endangered e.
population of Harlequin Ducks was encout-
agingly reported, with 18 birds from 3 loca-
tions in Nova Scotia, and 6 reports of 27 birds
from New Brunswick, including 16 at The
Wolves Mar. 28 (fide JE).

RAPTORS TO SHOREBIRDS
Turkey Vultures are holding their own in
Nova Scotia. A few apparently overwintered
on Brier L; elsewhere in the province, there
were 4 reports of a total of nine birds.
Confirmation of local breeding cannot be far
off. New Brunswick had 5 observations of sin-
gle birds. The Black Vulture captured in
Nova Scotia last winter died in early March of
unknown causes. The first documented Mis-
sissippi Kite for the Region was an adult on
Brier I., May 15-20 (RS, PM, ph.)—regret-
tably uncooperative toward listers. Northern
Goshawks were well reported this season,
with 10 from Nova Scotia, five from New
Brunswick, and one (shot) on S.PM. (fide
RE).

Gyrfalcons were present at Cape Smokey,

Adult Laughing Gull at St. lohn’s,
Newfoundland, May 1, 1993. Photograph/
Bruce Mactavish.
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NS, Apr. 9 (BD) and Slemon Park, PEI, Apr.
4 (J. te Raa). There were 3 April sightings
from New Brunswick and >10 in e. New-
foundland (fide BMt).

More remarkable than even the alba-
tross record was a Corn Crake discovered on
Brier I., May 4—5 (PM; details in Nova Scotia
Birds). This record was the first for N. Ameri-
ca since 1928 (that in Newfoundland), and
only the 2nd in spring. The single-observer
account is reasonably convincing.

It was an excellent spring for migrant
nonregionally breeding shorebirds:

NS NB PEI NF SP
Black-bellied Plover 200 120 6
L. Golden-Plover 13
Lesser Yellowlegs 1 5 1
Ruddy Turnstone 50 5
Sanderling 300 25
Red Knot 1
Semi. Sandpiper 13 12
Wh.-rumped Sandpiper 1 3
Sh.-billed Dowitcher 3 1

Three single Upland Sandpipers graced Nova
Scotia late April-early May. A “Eurasian”
Whimbrel was described on S.PM., May
17—20 (B. Letournel). Ruffs were reported
from Brier I., NS, Apr. 19-20 (PM), and
Wishart Pt., NB, May 30 (RD ezal.). The best
spring shorebird was the American Oyster-
catcher on G.M., May 26 (BD), billing the
sth provincial (and 4th local) record. The first
successfully overwintering Sanderlings for
New Brunswick were 15 on Grand Manan
(f2de BD). Wilson’s Phalaropes are doing well
in New Brunswick, turning up in 4 reports of
16 birds.

GULLS TOALCIDS

The only jaegers reported were Pomarine,
and virtually all were from e. Newfoundland
in May (2 reports of 14 birds) (fide BMrt). A
Laughing Gull in St. Johns, NE Apr. 26 (P
Linegar ez al.} was the earliest for the province
by s days. An overdue Rrst Regional record
was set by a California Gull at Lower Jemseg,
NB, May 11-12 (J. Wilson ez al., ph.). Lesser
Black-backed Gulls were scattered, with sin-
gles from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
and three from Newfoundland. Little Gulls
were at Cape Sable I., NS, Mar. 27 (B. Doan),
and Tracadie, NB, May 16 (RD). Amazingly
early were four Arctic Terns at Renews, NF,
Apr. 24 BMt ez 4l) and a single bird at S.PM.
the following day (J.&C. Hebert), heralding
the first April records for the Region. The ar-
rival of the birds was preceded by 5 days of
strong southerly winds (see S.A.).

DOVES TO FLYCATCHERS

A White-winged Dove (virtually annual in
the Region) was at Cape Sable 1., NS, May
8—10 (W. Atwood ez 2l). Within their limited
Regional breeding range were three calling
Boreal Owls in the Acadian Pen. of New
Brunswick (fide RD), five territorial birds in
the Avalon Pen. of Newfoundland (fide

BMt), and a bird seen in flight on S.PM. (fide
RE). It was a good Snowy Owl spring, with
two birds in New Brunswick, 10 in S.PM.,
and at least 50 in e. Newfoundland.

A desperate extralimital Ruby-throated
Hummingbird was photographed May 23 in
the town of St.-Pierre, S.PM., as it hovered at
awindow, attracted by a display of silk flowers
inside (P Dupont). Three Red-bellied
Woodpeckers were in the Annapolis Valley of
Nova Scotia this spring, including one that
overwintered successfully.

SWALLOWS TO WAXWINGS

Tree Swallows may be recovering on the
mainland after several disastrous springs;
800+ were at Amherst, NS, Apr. 24 (BMy, A.
Covert). They remain scarce on S.2M. and in
Newfoundland. Four extralimital N. Rough-
winged Swallows were split between New
Brunswick at Hopewell Cape May 15 (ST)
and Bancroft Pt., May 17 (BD) and Nova Sco-
tia at Annapolis Royal May 20 (BMy) and
Sable I., May 29 (ZL). A Cliff Swallow on
Sable I., NS, May 9-12, had a chestnut-col-
ored forehead, suggestive of the s.w. race
(ZL).

A singing House Wren at Petite-Riviere-

de-I'lle, NB, May 26-28, provided the first
record for the Acadian Pen. (fide RD). A
Brown Creeper seen Apr. 8 on S.PM. repre-
sented only the 4th record for the islands
(RE). A single Blue-gray Gnatcatcher reached
Seal I., NS, May 24 (IM ez 4l), but there were
several New Brunswick sightings, includinga
pair at Cape Jourimain N.W.A., May 16 (ST)
and singles at Caraquet May 19 (C. Ouellette)
and G.M., May 26 (fide BD).
Long overdue was Newfoundland’s first East-
ern Bluebird, an acceptable single-observer
sighting of an ad. male on Ramea I., May 24
(RN, fide BMt). A Wood Thrush on Ramea
L., Apr. 2024 (RN, ph.) gave the province its
2nd record. A Brown Thrasher at Monticello,
PEI, May 25 (G. MacDonald) constitured
one of few provincial records. Northern
Shrikes were scarce, with just 5 reports from
Nova Scotia, 3 from New Brunswick, one
from S.PM., and none (!) from Newfound-
land. A Loggerhead Shrike at Lameque I.,
NB, Apr. 18 (R. Chiasson) was a good (in-
creasingly rare) find.

VIREOS, WARBLERS

Warblers seemed numerous, despite the ab-
sence of foul-weather fallouts. A Golden-
winged Warbler was noted at Tracadie, NB,
May 30-June 1 (RD, ph.). This was only the
2nd time a Pine Warbler overwintered suc-
cessfully in Newfoundland, at Brigus. The
late April southerly fow (see S.A.) brought at
least four and as many as seven Prothonotary
Warblers to Brier 1., NS (PM ez 4l). Some
lingered several weeks. Worm-eating War-
blers at Three Fathom Harbour {fide L. Con-
rad) and Port Morien (CM), both in Nova
Scotia Apr. 24, were part of the same move-
ment. Four Ovenbirds on S.PM. was a high
seasonal count for the islands {RE). Anad. ¢
Kentucky Warbler was discovered on Cape

SableI., May 20 (MN ez 4l.). New Brunswick
had the only Hooded Warbler, in Fredricton,
May 19 (M. Acheson).

TANAGERS TO FINCHES

S.A.

A persistent flow of S and SW winds during
the 3rd week of April brought a flood of un-
usual or early birds to the Region. The phe-
nomenon was similar to that described in an
S.A. in this column 2 years ago, but the fallout
this time was more widespread, with more
species involved. The bulk of this movement
centered on New England, with the number
and diversity of the fallout gradually lessening
from SW to NE. As before, feeder birds and
colorful frugivores were the most readily ob-
served, with insectivores passing mostly un-
seen, except on some of the islands. Some
birds escaped notice on first arrival but were
subsequently seen as they moved about.
Some species (e.g., Killdeer or Barn Swallow)
that were evidently part of the movement in
S.PM. and Newfoundland escaped notice on
the mainland, mixed with regular migrants.
The following table lists all records thought
to pertain to this movement:

NS NB PEI NF SP

Little Blue Heron 1
Snowy Egret 2 3
Tricolored Heron 6 1
Caude Egrer 3

N. Harrier

Killdeer

Lesser Yellowlegs 1

Spotted Sandpiper 1

Upland Sandpiper 3

Arctic Tern 4 1
Tree Swallow

Barn Swallow 5
Swainson’s Thrush 1

Wood Thrush 1

Gray Catbird 1
Loggerhead Shrike 1

Red-eyed Vireo 1

Ovenbird 1

N. Waterthrush 1
Prothonotary Warbler 7

Worm-eating Warbler 2

Hooded Warbler 1

Summer Tanager
Scarlet Tanager [§] 1
Rose-br. Grosbeak 20 10 7 2
Blue Grosbeak 16 10 1 1
Indigo Bunting 0 30 8 $ 1
Rufous-sided Towhee 1

Chipping Sparrow 1
Field Sparrow 2

Orchard Oriole 1

Rufous-sided Towhees abounded this year,
with two in Nova Scotia, 10 in New
Brunswick (fide ST; BD, JE), and one on
S.PM., May 18, for the 3rd local record (fide
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RE) Field Sparrows also had a good spring,
with 4 Nova Scotia and 4 New Brunswick
records. An overwintering Lark Sparrow in
W. Pubnico, NS, was last seen Mar. 11 (L.
D’entremont), and a migrant was on Sable I,
NS, May 17-18 (ZL). Two “Ipswich” Savan-
nah Sparrows on G.M., in March, were the
first successful overwintering birds in the
province (BD). May 2 several thousand Sa-
vannahs were noted on Seal and Brier Is., NS,
a concentrated one-day phenomenon. A Sea-
side Sparrow was reported from Cape Sable I.
in late May (MN ez al), providing one of few
Regional spring records. A cooperative Har-
r1s’ Sparrow, caught up in the movement of
White-crowneds (see below), was at a feeder at
Cape Sable 1., NS, May 1522 (G. Atwood,
m.ob.). There are about 4 records for the
province. Heavy snow conditions on the
mainland in early April concentrated Fox
Sparrow migration at feeders; thousands
moved through New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia Apr. 7—9. At West Pennant, NS, a Lin-
coln’s Sparrow stayed the winter, a provincial
first, Five Lincoln’s in a “flock” at S.PM. was
unprecedented (fide RE). An excellent move-
ment of White-crowned Sparrows (all eastern
race) came through May 10~24: Nova Scotia
40+; New Brunswick 30+; Prince Edward 1.,
3, and S.PM.,, 3. Finally, an “Oregon” Dark-
eyed Junco was on Seal I., NS, May 23 (IM et
al.).

Orchard Orioles had a remarkable spring.
Except for a first-year male on Seal I., Apr. 21,
all sightings were of immatures, May 15-25.
Nova Scotia had four, including two at Brier
I and one each at Seal I. and Three Fathom
Harbour, while New Brunswick had seven,
represented by six on G.M., with three males
1n the same tree, and another at Westfield.
Compatriots of the same movement were
mm. N. Orioles, including two
“Bullock’s”—one at Saint John, NB, May 17
(C. Johnston) and one at Brier Is., May 23
(BMy, K. Allsebrook).

The 3rd provincial, and 6th Regional,
Common Chaffinch was an ad. male at a
feeder in Elgin, NS, Apr. 13-15 (KM ez al). A
quick finch report—Pine Grosbeaks, com-
mon only in Nova Scotia; House Finches,
very common in Saint John, NB, erratic in
Nova Scotia; both crossbills, thin everywhere;
Pme Siskins, an excellent year; Am.
Goldfinches, abundant; and Evening Gros-
beaks, widespread. Finally, a wild?/escaped?
d Eur. Goldfinch visited 3 proximal New
Brunswick feeders Apr. 1728 (fide JE).

Contributors {subregional editors in boldface):
R.G.B. Brown, Dave Cutry, Brian Dalzell,
Robert Doiron, Jim Edsall, Roger Etcheber-
ry, Keith Keddy, Zoe Lucas, Bruce Mac-
tavish (BMt), Peter McLeod, Ken McKenna,
Ian McLaren, Cathy Murrant, Richard
Northcott, Murray Newell, Bev Sarty, Fran-
c1s Spalding, Richard Stern, Jim Taylor, Stu-
art Tingley—BLAKE MAYBANK (BMy),
Site 14A, Box 43, RR#4, Armdale, NS,
Canada B3L 4] 4.

QUEBEC REGION

Yves Aubry and Richard Yank

March proved to be an extension of winter,
with generally cold and dry conditions. What
some termed “the storm of the century” hit
the province March 13, bringing up to 45 cm
of blowing snow to parts of southwestern
Quebec and dumping 55 cm of the white stuff
onto the Gaspé Peninsula. After a warm start,
major snow storms moved across southern
Quebec April 10-11 and again as late as April
22. Consequently, the effect on early migrant
passerines was potentially severe. Dead Tree
Swallows reported along the Richelieu River
provided direct, butlimited, evidence (fide D.
Bird). May averaged cooler and wetter than
normal, despite unseasonably warm weather
during the first 10 days of the month, produc-
ing several early arrival records (see table).
The Gaspé Peninsula and the North Shore of
the St. Lawrence received snow May 11-13,
and the latter part of the month was marked
by several tropical storms that tracked up the
Atlantic seaboard. These weather patterns
brought several noteworthy overshoots into
eastern Quebec, including several egrets,
southern warblers, and buntings.

LOONS TO WATERFOWL

The St. Lawrence estuary is an important
staging area for Red-throated Loons. Unusu-
ally large migrant flocks involved more than
1000 birds that flew W past Riviere—Ouelle,
Kamouraska, May 14 (CA) and approximately
500 birds farther east off I. aux Basques May
24 (C. Brodeur, M. Darveau). At least 5000
N. Gannets flying E off Métis-sur-Mer,
Matane, represented an unexpected concen-
tration so far up the St. Lawrence Apr. 24 (T.
Delpréte).

Southern waders made a good showing. A
Snowy Egret picked up at Chevery along the
North Shore May 23, after being attacked by a
Peregrine Falcon, survived and was later re-
leased (A. Rowell). Single Little Blue Herons
appeared at Saint-Augustin, Portneuf, Apr. 23
(R. Lepage) and farther e. at Baie-Saint-Paul
May 2529 (P Trudel, H. Mead e£4l), whilea
rarely encountered Tricolored Heron was de-
tected at Saraguay, Montreal, May 10 (D.
L'Espérance). Cattle Egrets were reported
from 7 locales in s.w. Quebec, while one wan-
dered N to Sainte-Blandine, Rimouskz, May
29-30 (JRP, LB). Glossy Ibises invaded e. por-
tions of the province. The first was noted at
Beauport, Quebec, Apr. 29 (R. Berger), and
another reached Havre-aux-Basques, Mag-
dalen Is., May 4 (BL). Up to 15 congregated at
Métis-Beach near Matane May 8-15 (S.
Massé). Birds probably from the latter flock
subsequently appeared farther west along the
St. Lawrence R., with <4 at Cacouna May
15-30 (fide LB) and 10 at Llsle-Verte, Riviére-
du-Loup, May 24 (YG). In w. Quebec, A
Glossy 1Ibis was secen at Saint-Etienne,

Beaubarnois, May 8 (YG), and 2 birds fre-

quented L. Saint-Pietre late 1n the month (L
Bélanger).

Late and ¢. of their usual migration route
were single Tundra Swans at Portneuf May 2
(CM) and Baie-du-Febvre, Yamaska, May
1115 (P. Landry, m.ob.). The first Trumpeter
Swans to be sighted in Quebec in more than a
century originated from a recent reintroduc-
tion program in s. Ontario. A pair was ob-
served at Tee L., Témiscamingue, Apr. 19—20
(R. Bérubé), and a single bird was seen and
heard at Rapide-Sept, Témiscamingue, May
10 (R. Courlois, C. Brassard). A Mute Swan
appeared at Valleyfield Apr. 8 and likely the
same bird was discovered May 3 at the nearby
Saint-Etienne marsh (fide PB). Another ad
Mute Swan, unbanded, remained at Saint-
Nicolas, Lévis, Apr. 19 (L. Roy), where it had
been present for 2 weeks; finally, one was
found dead at Boucherville May 27 (C. Gre-
nier et al.). The Mute Swan that wintered on
the Richelieu R. was last seen Apr. 4 (fide PB)
and may have moved to one of the preceding
sites. The total of 10 Greater White-fronted
Geese encountered across the Region was
above average. The early May census of Snow
Geese staging along the St. Lawrence R. ar-
rived at an estimate of 421,100 geese, down
from last year’s 434,068 (fide A. Reed). Once
restricted to a small area e. of Quebec Ciry,
these birds now migrate over a broad front; a
peak of 250,000 was achieved at Baie-du-Feb-
vre, L. Saint-Pierre, Apr. 21 (fide ].C. Bour-
geois), and <50,000 were reported upstream
at Sainte-Barbe, L. Saint-Francois, in mid-
April (fide PB). Among the former flock were
an impressive eight Ross’ Geese, plus a
Snow—Ross’ intermediate, Apr. 18 (D], ]
Paquin, P. Bergeron). The only substantial
group of migrant Brants observed in w. Que-
bec was of 700 at Masson, Papineau, May 14
(C. Baumann).

An extralimital & Wood Duck was seen ar
Natashquan along the Lower N. Shore May 11
(B. Landry). European visitants included
three “Common” Teals and approximately 13
Eur. Wigeons, for a fairly typical spring tally
Displaced migrant Com. Eiders involved in-
dividuals at La Baie, Chicoutimi, Apr. 17 (CC,
GS) and Berthierville Apr. 24 (D. Perreault ez
al).

DIURNAL RAPTORS TO SHOREBIRDS
An Osprey paused on I. des Soeurs, Montreal,
Mar. 5—20 (fide PB). Most noteworthy among
extralimital Red-shouldered Hawks were the
two seen at Bonaventure May 6 (J.M. Pitre),
while a large buteo briefly studied at Cap-
Tourmente Apr. 23 (J.M. Giroux) was be-
lieved to be a dark-morph Swainson’s Hawk
on the basis of its all-dark underwing. Rem-
nants of last winter’s Gyrfalcon invasion in-
cluded a gray-morph bird at Valleyfield Apr. 4
(MM, B. Barnhurst) and a white morph at
Grondines, Portneuf, Apr. 11 (P. Brousseau).
Locally rare were a Virginia Rail at Baie-
Comeau May 21 (GBo) and two Am. Coots at
Barachois, Gaspé, May 8—9 (PP ez al). Wan-
dering E of their usual migration corridor
were lone Sandhill Cranes at Plaisance, Pap-
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ineau, Apr. 25 (MA, R. Schryer), at Saint-
Paul-du-Nord, Saguenay, Apr. 30-May 3 (R.
Gilbert), and at Etang-des-Caps May 19—22
(DGG et al)—the latter representing a first
Magdalen Is. record. A pair of cranes returned
to Saint-Augustin, L. Saint-Jean, May 16-17
where copulation was observed in 1992 (CG,
M. Savard et al). A lone bird was seen nearby
at Sainte-Marguerite-Marie May 10-13 (L.
Rochefort ez al).

The season produced 2 exceptional shore-
bird sightings fore. N. America. An ad. Com-
mon Greenshank paused at Saint-Gédéon
and at nearby Métabetchouan May 1-3 (CC,
GS, NB, m.ob.), long enough to be pho-
tographed and seen by many. This represents
a first record for Quebec. Even more remark-
able were two Green Sandpipers directly
compared with a Solitary Sandpiper at
Chicoutimi May 14 (CG). This single-ob-
server report provided a detailed plumage de-
scription, highlighting the clear white rump
and predominantly white tail. Our only Wil-
let sighting away from the Magdalen Is.,
where the species has become a regular visitor
in spring, was of one at Beauport May 22 (A.
Mercier, G. Lemelin, J. Lachance). Five Up-
land Sandpipers found at Sainte-Marguerite
Marie, L. Saint-Jean, May 17 (A. Jomphe,
BD) suggested a northward range expansion;
the birds occupied a blueberry barren, a habi-
tat apparently not yet exploited by this
species. Locally rare was a Marbled Godwit
found at Baie-du-Febvre May 15 (S. Dulac),
while a few migrating Purple Sandpipers were
evidently forced westward, with <11 seen at
Saint Fulgence, Chicoutimi, May 25—26 (CC,
GS), 24 at Portneuf May 29 (CM), and three
at LaSalle, Montreal, May 2931 (JM). Flood-
ed fields along the Richelieu R., at Saint-Paul-
de-I'Tle-aux-Noix, attracted sizable flocks of
shorebirds, including 250 Short-billed Dow-
itchers May 22 and 525 Semipalmated Sand-
pipers and 250 Dunlins May 29 (fide PB). A
breeding-plumaged 3 Ruff attracted local

birders to the latter site May 2022 (YG,
m.ob.).

GULLS TOOWLS

Always noteworthy inland, a Parasitic Jaeger
followed northbound Arctic Terns at Saint-
Fulgence May 26 (CC, GS). Franklin’s Gulls
were worthy of mention at Saint-Paul-de-
I'lle-aux-Noix May 2—10 (M. Arnaudin, JM)
and Saint-Fulgence May 6 (CC, GS), as were
Little Gulls at Saint-Romuald, Lévis, May 7
(E Bédard, I. Leclerc), Saint-Gédéon May 17
(CC, GS), and Aylmer May 24 (T. Beck).
Common Black-headed Gulls were relatively
scarce, with only 2 individuals noted in the St.
Lawrence estuary, while a total of four Lesser
Black-backed Gulls was typical of recent
years. The description of a gull examined at
close range at Baie-Comeau Apr. 17 (GB, A.
Duval, GC) was consistent with an ad. West-
ern Gull (L. 0. occidentalis). A distant photo-
graph taken a few days later is being made
available for examination; it is hoped thar it
will  provide confirmation of  the
identification. A huge concentration of 1350
Glaucous Gulls appeared at Chicoutimi Apr.
1 (CG); another unusually large flock, of >500
Black Terns, was observed at Baie-du-Febvre
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May 23 (PB). Following a strong
winter showing in s. Quebec, a
Snowy Owl remained at Grosse-lle,
Magdalen Is., May 30-31 (BL ez al.),
and two still lingered at Vercheres
June 3 (R. Labrie). Single Boreal
Owls were heard at Jacques-Cartier
PP, Apr. 6 (Y. Hamel), where the
species was also located in June
1988, and at Saint-Chatles,
Chicoutimi (BD et al); both sites
are south of the established breed-
ing range for this secretive owl. A
N. Saw-whet Owl calling at Mon-
Brun, Abitibi, May 4 (]. Soucie, A.
Filion) suggested a new breeding
locale n. of its range in w. Quebec.

WOODPECKERS TO WAXWINGS

Red-headed Woodpeckers are now
to be considered rare anywhere in
the Region. Only 2 reports of single
birds were submitted this spring.
Meanwhile, Red-bellied Wood-
peckers have become regular va-
grants; one at La Malbaie, Charlevoix, Apr.
9—May 12 was a good find (R. Laberge ez al.).
Few flycatchers highlight this seasonal reporrt,
but a Willow Flycatcher identified at Saint-
Simon-sur-Mer, Rimouski, May 29 (L. Lefeb-
vre, PF) added to the scant records from e. of
Quebec City. Particularly rare in spring was a
Say’s Phoebe seen by a lucky few at
Berthierville May 22 (C. Ducharme, J. Lam-
ontagne ez 4l). A Tufted Titmouse noted at
Carignan, Chambly, Mar. 28 (C. Adams) fur-
nished our only report since spring 1992.

A Winter Wren that appeared at Aylmer
Mar. 1 (JD, MA) may have wintered locally,
while a Marsh Wren found at Rimouski May
21 (JRP) was e. of its normal range. A Varied
Thrush photographed at Notre-Dame L.,
Gatinean, was present Apr. 2-4 (E.G. Eeles).
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, annual spring over-
shoots, reached Escuminac, Bonraventure,
May 10 (R. Caissy), Quebec City May 14
(AR), Sainte-Hedwidge, L. Saint-Jean, May
21 (NB), and Forillon N.P. the next day (R.
Knight). Also locally rare was one at Plai-
sance, Papinean, May 1 (JD, C. Rimmer).
Large Hocks of Bohemian Waxwings were en-
countered in c. Quebec, but the species was
unreported elsewhere. Up to 1500 graced

" Table 1. New early arrival records

Date Species Location Observers
Mar. 7 Rose-breasted Grosbeak*® Joliette A. Leroux
Mar. 19 Savannah Sparrow Philipsburg DD eral
Apr.6 Great Egret Valleyficld MM eral.
Apr.18 Laughing Gull Montmagny F. Gerardin
Apr. 26 Indigo Bunting™* Saint-Simon Bagot F. Peloquin
May 3 Cape May Warbler** Montreal L. d"Amours
May 6 Olive-sided Flycatcher Montreal fide PB

May 6 Cerulean Warbler Montreal CS

May 8 Cerulean Warbler Philipsburg fide PB

May 13 LeConte's Sparrow Saint-Fulgence CC, GS eral.
*Two birds.

**Equals previous record.
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Chicoutimi Mar 6-Apr 25 (L Imbeau, vo ),
and 1000 were observed at nearby Jonquiere
Mar. 11 (L. Bouchard). Along the Lower St.
Lawrence, peak counts reached 1200 at Riv-
were-du-Loup Mar. 25 (G. Verreault), 2000 at
nearby Cacouna Apr. 11 (R. Deschenes), and
600 at Rimouski Apr. 2 (FS).

VIREOS TO BUNTINGS

The wave of southern migrants that reached
the province in late May carried with it the
Region’s 11th White-eyed Vireo, briefly seen
at Longueuil May 29 (DD, R. Lavoie). A
Blue-winged Warbler, still less than annual in
the province, enlivened I. des Soeurs May 27
(J M. Béliveau, DD), while 2 & Golden-
winged was out of range at Neigette, Rimous-
k2, May 25 (LB, PF). Less surprising wasa &
Pine Warbler at La Pocatiere May s (CA). An
above-average total of six Cerulean Warblers
were sighted, including one well n. of its
range at Pointe-au-Pere, Rimouski, May 29
(M.H. Bécot, Y. Roy). Quebec’s first Hooded
Warblers in 3 years involved a male on Mt.
Royal, Montreal, May 6 (CS) and a female
near Rimouski May 29 (LB, R. Cété, ].
Rocheleau)—the latter a first outside of ex-
treme s.w. Quebec. A first-year Summer Tan-
ager was an excellent find at Duchesnay, Port-
neuf, May 15-16 (AR, m.ob.), while a dis-
placed Scarlet Tanager turned up at
Fontenelle, Gaspé, May 18 (H. Perry).

Several Indigo Buntings were both unusu-
ally early and n. of their summer range. These
included one at Mistassini, L. Saint-Jean,
May 1—5 (B. Vanier), another at Joannes L.,
Témiscamigue, May 8 (D. Berthiaume, L.
Pare), and 3 more on the Gaspé Pen., at Chan-
dler May 2—4 (GBe, DB, J.R. Lepage), Pe-
nouille May 8-9 (M. Chagnon, M. Trudel),
and New-Richmond May 13 (E. Boudreau).
This early wave was followed by an even larg-
er overflight of blue cardinalines that washed
over e. Quebec in late May. The Regions 14th
Blue Grosbeak, a male, brightened Portage-
du-Cap, Magdalen I, May 26 (FS, A.
Richard) preceded by a @ Indigo Bunting at
nearby Cap-aux-Meules May 24 (DGG).
Seven Indigo Buntings were observed along
the Gaspé Pen., May 18—29 (fide PE, PP), two
more reached the Upper Saguenay (fide GS),
and one—a male, like most of the other indi-
viduals involved—was detected at Baie-
Comeau May 18-19 (GBo ez al.). Asimilarin-
vasion occurred in late April 1991. A gaudy &
Painted Bunting visited a feeder at Nor-
mandin, L. Saint-Jean, May 21 (Gaétanne
Savard, C. Savard, P. Laliberté); the bird gave
no indication of captive origin and likely con-
stitutes a first valid record for the Region.

SPARROWS TO FINCHES

East of their breeding range were a Rufous-
sided Towhee at Biencourt, Rimouski, May
2223 (fide LB), single ficld Sparrows at Cap-
Tourmente May 4 (D. Talbot) and Sacré-
Coeur, Rimouski, May 25-27 (C. Robin), and
also an Oregon-type Dark-eyed Junco at
Saint-Augustin, Portnenf, Apr. 30 (E
Gérardin). Very early were 30 Bobolinks seen

at Saint-Barthélémy, Berthier, Apr 13 (A Ler-
oux ez al.). The Gaspé Pen. hosted its two first
Yellow-headed Blackbirds, which came to
feeders at Newport May 6 (G. Blais, M.
Castilloux) and Chandler May 23 (DB, fide
PP), while alarge, yellow-eyed @ grackle with
buffy underparts viewed at Pabos-Mills,
Gaspé, May 14 (J.M. Smith) suggested a Boat-
tailed Grackle. No satisfactory records exist
for either Great- or Boat-tailed grackles in the
Region. Notably far north were lone N. Ori-
oles seen at Chicoutimi May 19 (M. Trem-
blay) and Pointe-Lebel, near Baie-Comeau
May 25 (GBo), in addition to 3 males in the
Gaspé area May 2130 (fide PP).

Montreal area observers reported one of
the heaviest movements of Purple Finches in
recent memory, good news for a species that
has been scarce for several years. House
Finches appear to be well established in the
Lower St. Lawrence, with a nest discovered at
La Pocatitre May 9 (CA) and sightings at §
other locales. Farther east, a pair was present
at Chandler Apr. 22+ (GBe). Red Crossbills
were unusually common along the Lower St.
Lawrence, with <28 birds, including singing
males, reported at Rimouski (fide PF) and as
many as 25 at La Pocatiére, where pairing be-
havior was witnessed in late March (CA). De-
spite having been thinly reported last winter,
Com. Redpolls may have bred farther south
than usual. An adult was feeding 2 fledged
young at Baie-Comeau May 19 (GBo), and 3
other juveniles were sighted there this spring

(fide GC).

EXOQTICS

Three Eur. Goldfinches were observed this
spring—one at Laval May 11 (J.. Pratte) and
two at feeders along the St. Lawrence estuary
at Sainte-Luce, Rimouski, May 7 (L.B.
Claveau, R. Claveau) and Baie-Sainte-
Catherine May 1113 (Y. Rochepault).

Corrigendum: The Gray Partridges reported in

AB 47:60 were at Saint-Patrice, Lotbiniére,
not Saint-Patrice, Riviére-du-Loup.

Initialed observers and area editors (in bold-
face): M. Aubé, C. Auchu, P Bannon, D.
Belvin, G. Belvin (GBe), N. Binet, G.
Bouchard (GBo), E Boutrret, J. Brisson, L.
Brisson, C. Cormier, G. Cyr, D. Daigneauls,
R. Dauphin, J. Dubois, B. Dumont, P.
Fradette, D.G. Gaudet, Y. Gauthier, C. Gi-
rard, D. Jauvin, M. Lalancette, B. Leblanc,
C. Marcotte, M. Mclntosh, L. Messely, J.
Mountjoy, J.R. Pelletier, P. Poulin, A. Ras-
mussen, G. Savard, C. Savignac, E Shaffer, E.
van de Walle—YVES AUBRY, Canadian
Wildlife Service, PO. Box 10100, Sainte-Foy
PQ, GIV 4Hs; and RICHARD YANK, 566
Chester Rd., Beaconsfield, PQ, HoW 3Ki,
Canada.

NEW ENGLAND REGION

Simon Perkins

This spring was highlighted by two particu-
larly memorable events: the famed “Storm of
the Century,” and a spectacular Easter fallout
of landbirds. In actuality, The Storm, which
struck March 13, was not quite as destructive
as its billing, but it was BIG! Classified as a
hurricane, its influence was felt over most of
the eastern half of the continent, and it pro-
duced plenty of avian “noise.” It dragged vari-
ous species north that never intended to come
at all (e.g., Purple Gallinule), transported
others that arrived much sooner than they
would have liked (e.g., Northern Parula), and
the one to three feet (!) of snow it dumped
across the Region caused considerable hard-
ship for the birds that were already here

Woodcocks in Connecticut were especially
hard hit. The Storm produced the lowest
barometric pressure ever recorded in the Re-
gion, generating the highest windspeed (81
mph) at Logan Airport since hurricane Caro/
in 1954. Imagine what havoc it could have
wreaked had it stayed just offshore and fed on
the relatively warm water on its way up the
coast!

An unusual combination of weather sys-
tems on and around Easter produced a deluge
of Indigo Buntings and other neotropical mi-
grants along most south-facing shorelines.
Cape Cod, as well as Nantucket and Martha’s
Vineyard, received the bulk of the flight.

Once things settled down, May 9 and 24
proved to be two of the most productive war-
bler days in eastern Massachusetts, and Plum
Island came up big again on Mother’s Day.

Rarities included a curtain call by a Litte
Egret, at least five kites (two flavors), New
Hampshire’s first Wilson’s Plover, Painted
Buntings in four states, and more Boat-tailed
Grackles in Connecticut. On the down side,
Short-cared Owls in the Region may be
breeding on borrowed time.

Abbreviations: Nantucket (Nantucket I., MA);
Martha’s Vineyard (Martha’s Vineyard L,
MA); Monomoy (Monomoy 1. N.W.R);
PR.IN.W.R. (Parker R. NWR., Plum I., MA).

LOONS TO DUCKS

For the 2nd consecutive year, staging Red-
throated Loons were noted in very large num-
bers around Nantucket. This year’s maxi-
mum of 2500 Apr. 1-10 (BP), like last year’s
tally, probably represented a conservative esti-
mate. At least 1500 were still there May 1 (SP).
Four Arctric/Pacific Loons were identified in
the Region. The Provincetown, MA, individ-
ual, first discovered in February, was last re-
ported Apr. 9 (RAF), another was found on
Martha’s Vineyard Mar. 21 (VL e 4l), and a
3rd was at Matunuck, RI, Apr. 22-23 (D.
Kraus). The 4th came from Napatree Pt.,
Westerly, RI, May 7 (CR). Now that ob-

servers have become more familiar with these
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species, it has become clear that
they visit New England waters
more frequently than was previous-
ly known. A breeding-plumaged
Eatred Grebe was present at
Provincetown, MA, Mar. 27-31(G.
Martin et af) The W. Grebe that
just completed its 16th consecutive
winter in Georgetown, ME, was
last reported Apr. 18, having lin-
gered later than usual this year.

Small numbers of N. Fulmars
seen this spring included four from
shore at Rockport, MA, Apr. 1
(RSH); the largest count came
from the Great South Channel, e.
of Nantucket, where so+ were not-
ed Apr. 18 (C. Avenengo). Annual
sightings of Manx Shearwaters in
Narragansett Bay, RI, continue to
fuel the hope thar they nest some-
where nearby. Three were seen at
Beaver Tail Pt., Jamestown, RI,
Apr. 22 (CR). Six Leach’s Storm-
Detrels, seen in Cape Cod Bay from
Sandy Neck Beach in Barnstable
during a nor’easter, were extraordi-
narily early Mar. 5 (T. & ].
Cameron). The imm. Magnificent Frigate-
bird soaring over W. Newbury, MA, May 21
(A. & N. Clayton) came as a complete sur-
prise, considering that no storms had passed
the area for weeks. Eight to 10 Great Egrets
appeared in the wake of The Storm. One of
these was found dead on Monomoy Mar. 27
(BN).

The Little Egret found on Nantucket last
May was rediscovered on the same marsh
May 1 (SP). A storm-blown Green-backed
Heron was rescued at Marthas Vineyard,
where it was discovered frozen to its perch
Mar. 22, and an ad. Yellow-crowned Night-
Heron, found dead on Martha’s Vineyard
Mar. 23, was no doubt a storm victim as well.
Another ad. Yellow-crowned furnished a rare
spring record for Maine, at Sheepscot, May 19
& 25 (J. Hamlin). The three Whooper Swans
that appeared on Long Island, NY, late last
winter apparently found their way to Massa-
chusetts this spring, where they were seen in
Danvers and Newburyport. They were very
approachable, no doubt fugitives. Unusually
large spring numbers of Snow Geese stopped
for several days on L. Champlain, VT, in early
April. A maximum of 17,000 at Grand I. Fer-
ry Apr. 4 included a bird that fit the descrip-
tion of a blue-morph Ross’ Goose (D. Hoag).

A Green-winged (Eurasian) Teal was in
Carolina, RI, Mar. 9 (M. Murray), and two
singles were seen in Massachusetts: in Bridge-
water Apr. 410 (WRP), and Wayland Apr. 17
(SP). Six Eur. Wigeons were reported within
New England this spring. These included
two at Nantucket Mar, 7—20 (BV), one at
West Haven, CT, Mar. 20 & 28 (S. Mayo),
and one in Weybridge, VT, Apr. 6-17 (JP ez
al). Rhode Island’s 4th Tufted Duck re-
mained at Trustom, N.W.R., Mar. 24-Apr. 6
(B. & W. Gearhart), and the Tufted Duck

that wintered for the 2nd consecutive year in
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Greenwich, CT, was last reported Mar. 17 (B.
O’Toole et al). Among the Region’s five re-
ported King Eiders, one was seen on the late
dates of May 2426 at Madison, CT (GH ez
al), on the Connecticut shore, where the
species is seldom seen. The highest Regional
counts of Harlequin Ducks came from the
traditional spots: “over a hundred” at Isle au
Haut, ME, Mar. 21 (fide WT), 60 at Squib-
nocket, Martha’s Vineyard, also (coinciden-
tally) Mar. 21 (VL), and a record-high 95 at
Sachuest Pt., RI, Apr. 3 (DE). Two Barrow’s
Goldeneyes were found inland on L. Cham-
plain, at Grand L., VT, Mar. 27 (D. Hoag);
other inland Barrow’s included an overwin-
terer in Wayland, MA, last seen Mar. 2 (N.
Patterson), and one in Athol, MA, Apr. 4
(BB).

KITES TO SHOREBIRDS

Hawk migration among the regular migrants
this year was decidedly unremarkable,
though the appearance in Massachusetts of
two Swallow-tailed Kites and three Missis-
sippi Kites made things interesting. The first

This adult Purple Gallinule was found dead

in Wickford, Rhode Island, on March 14, 1993,
immediately following the major storm’s
passage. Photograph/Chris Raithel.
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Swallow-tailed was spotted at Pil-
grim Heights in Truro Apr. 19 (J.
Trimble). This site, located where
Cape Cod narrows near the n. tip of
the peninsula, has emerged as the
premier kite trap in New England
for birds that drift out onto the
Cape on s.w. winds. Another Swal-
low-tailed, first spotted May o,
spent at Jeast a week on Martha's
Vineyard (fide VL). The Mississip-
pi Kites were seen in E. Brookfield
May 14 (BB), Chatham (also on the
Cape) May 27 (R. Clem), and Pem-
broke (found dead) May 29 (*fide
M.A.S.). Black Vulture has become
an annual visitor to the Region.
This years version appeared in
Kent, CT, Apr. 26 (GH). A well-de-
scribed dark-morph Rough-legged
Hawk in Newbury, MA, was late
May 25 (D. Chickering). Five
Golden Eagles included one in Pel-
ham, MA, one in Underhill, VT,
and three in Maine. Three Gyrfal-
con reports from the Champlain
Valley, VT, probably did not in-
volve three different birds. The re-
ports were from Middlebury Mar. 23 (JPe),
and Grand I., Mar. 27 and Apr. 2 (T. Murin).

Three King Rails were detected in Massa-
chusetts, near the n. limit of their breeding
range: one each in Piusfield (ML) and Rock-
port (RHS), both May 8, and one in Whit-
man May 15 (WRP).

An ad. Purple Gallinule, found dead in
Wickford, RI, Mar. 14 (ph., CR), was clearly a
storm casualty, but a 2nd bird, a road-killed
adult on Nantucket May 6 (*4¢ EFA) proba-
bly arrived later. A Sandhill Crane in Orange,
MA, Apr. 15-17 (fide SK) was probably the
same bird that appeared in Lancaster, MA, 8
days later (D. Lange), and a Sandhill in Truro
Apr. 25 was probably the same as the W. Har-
wich bird seen Apr. 28—29 (J. Colvin ez al).
Another Sandhill was reported from Bar Har-
bor, ME, in late April (Mn.A.S.). Very un-
common anywhere in the Region in spring,
Lesser Golden-Plovers put in appearances in
Connecticut and Massachusetts. The only
Massachusetts bird was seen in Newburyport
and Rowley May 16—22 (ML et 4l.), and two
Connecticut birds were at Groton, Mar. 31,
and Hammonasset Beach S.P, May 12 (DP).

New Hampshire’s first Wilson’s Plover was
discovered at Seabrook, May 15 (ph., TDJA et
al.). An early Semipalmated Plover on Nan-
tucket Mar. 18 (S. Reed) and two others on
Martha’s Vineyard Mar. 23 (E. & M. Sibert)
were probably tugged into the Region by The
Storm. Though Killdeer is a common breed-
ing bird within most of the Region, for rea-
sons that remain obscure they had never been
known to nest on Nantucket, despite plenty
of appropriate habitat. So why did 3 pairs sud-
denly choose to nest there this spring (JPa, P
Dunwiddie)? The brief presence, for the 2nd
consecutive year, of a small flock of Am. Oys-
tercatchers in Ipswich, MA, May s (CL), sug-
gests that this species is preparing to extend its
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northernmost breeding outpost a bit beyond
the current limit at Boston’s Logan Airport. A
fAock of 70 migrating Willets in Falmouth,
MA, May 5 (ICTN) must have made an im-
pressive sight. A W. Sandpiper, rare in the Re-
gion in spring, and very early at Martha’s
Vineyard Mar. 20-31 (VL ez al.), was probably
ushered N by the mid-March storm. Three
Reeves appeared in the Region this spring; no
Ruffs were reported. One in Newburyport,
MA, Apr. 1931 (SP) was joined by a 2nd bird
May 2 (RAF), and another individual visited
Scarborough, ME, May 16 & 17 (LB). Ameri-
can Woodcocks were found foraging along
the shoulders of snow-plowed roads follow-
ing The Storm in mid-March. Others were
admitted to local wildlife rehabilitation facili-
ties, where they were found suffering from
starvation (fide FM). A spate of storm-driven
Red Phalaropes in March and April was unex-
pected at a time when most are assumed to be
well south of our waters. The first to appear in
Massachusetts, single birds in Rockport Mar.
6 & 7 (JB) and Dennis Mar. 7 (S. Clifton),
came on the heels of the 2nd of 2 back-to-
back coastal storms. The Storm brought two
to Westport, MA, Mar. 1416 (P. Sheehan), 12
to Eastham Mar, 15 (P. Champlain), and one
and four, respectively, to Nantucket (J. Van
Vorst) and Martha’s Vineyard (W. Manter) 2
days later. The same weather pattern that de-
livered the Indigo Buntings to the coast
brought two Red Phalaropes to inland New
Hampshire, in Keene Apr. 11 (R. Herm), and
Gofftown Apr. 11 & 12 (R. Quinn eral.).

JAEGERS TO ALCIDS

The only jaeger reported was a Parasitic at
Nantucket May 15 (SP). A Franklin’s Gull was
found in Barnstable, MA, Apr. 27 (W.
Loughran er 4l), and a Little Gull at New-
buryport, MA, Apr. 10-19 (fide B.O.) was
unique in New England this spring. Amonga
Regional total of roughly 18 Com. Black-
headed Gulls, three were in Maine; the rest
were in their usual haunts in Massachusetts—
except for an individual on Nantucket, where
they are seldom seen. Eight to 1o Lesser
Black-backed Gulls reported from Massachu-
setts included a bird inland at Holyoke Mar.
2-8 (fide SK) and another inland in Brattle-
boro, VT, Apr. 16 (T. Maloney) and at West-
port, CT, May 5 (C. Barnard). Caspian Terns
were reported from 4 of the 6 New England
states. Two birds were in Bridport, VT, Apr. 15
(JPe), singles were seen in Westport, CT, May
4(R. Soffer) & 15 (C. Wood), and another vis-
ited Napatree Pt. in Westerly, RI, Apr. 26
{(CR). Eight Caspians in Massachusetts in-
cluded three inland at Lakeville May 7 (GD)
and two in the w. half of the state, where they
are rarely seen, in Sheffield Apr. 19 (D. Reid),
and in Pitesfield Apr. 25 (D. St. James). A
Royal Tern at Nahant, MA, was a bit early
May 2 (CL), and a pair of Forster’s Terns was
present again on the PR.IN.W.R. marshes,
where they began nesting in 1991. Perhaps the
most remarkable record this season was estab-
lished with the appearance of a Black Skim-

mer in c. Massachusetts, at Auburn, immedi-

ately after The Storm Mar. 14 (D. Grocia).
The bird succumbed shortly after its discov-
ery and was found to have been banded in
June 1989 in Maryland.

Notable alcid reports included a Dovekie
found dead on Nantucket following The
Storm Mar. 14 (BP), a Razorbill Mar. 7 (DP)
in Old Lyme, CT, on Long Island Sound,
where they are rare, and an Atlantic Puffin in
Cape Cod Bay Apr. 4 (D. Ludlow).

S.A.

Nantucket, the last stronghold for breeding
Short-eared Owls in the n.e. United States,
appears to be on the verge of losing its trea-
sure. Last year it was feared that the few re-
maining owls had failed to raise young. This
year one resident pair was found (K. Combs
Beattie) where, 10 years ago, at least 10 pairs
had bred. Many Short-eared populations are
highly cyclical, reflecting the nature of their
rodent prey. But Nantucket rodent and
Short-eared Owl populations have long been
known for their stability, so the owl’s decline
is clearly symptomatic of a much more seri-
ous problem. Some surmise that a recent in-
crease in the number of local Barn Owls may
have played a role in the disappearance of the
Short-eareds. Clearly, the building blirz that
struck Nantucket’s moors during the 1980s
had an effect. But much habitat remains and
the island’s N. Harrier population is still fairly
healthy, so it seems unlikely that develop-
ment was solely responsible. More likely, a
combination of factors was brought to bear
on the Short-eareds, and the Barn Owls sim-
ply represented the proverbial last straw. The
silver lining may be Nantucket’s nearest out-
lying island, Tuckernuck, a locale that has
changed little historically, and one that still
supports at least 2 pairs of Short-eareds (K.
Combs Beattie). This small island may pro-
vide sanctuary to the owls until a cure for
Nantucket's ills can be found— unless it’s al-
ready too late.

DOVES TO WOODPECKERS
Two Monk Parakeets in Marion, MA, May
23-31 (D. Harlow) may have wandered from
the closest colony in Warwick, RI. Two very
early Black-billed Cuckoos, in W. Harwich,
MA, Mar. 30 (K. Hamilton) and in Nantuck-
et about a week later (D. Sutherland), should
not have been back in the United States yet,
let alone at 40°N Lat! They were no doubt
storm waifs. The last Snowy Owls to depart
the Regjon were at Logan Airport in Boston
May 17 (N. Smith) and at Bristol, NH, in the
interior part of the state May 11 (C. Parker).
March—early April, roughly nine Short-eared
Owls were noted in Massachuseus, in S.
Dartmouth, Middleboro, Saugus, and Sal-
ibury; in early April, two were seen in Con-
necticut, at Hammonasset Beach S.P. and
Old Lyme.

Northern Saw-whet Owls are in good sup-

ply on Nantucket, where 10 singing birds
were counted in one evening, May 8 (JPa ez
al). Among caprimulgids, an early Com.
Nighthawk in Mansfield, CT, Apr. 15 (M.
Szantyr) probably arrived with the Easter
crowd, two nighthawk counts of 8o+ May 23
and 65+ May 28 (B. Devine) were good spring
totals, and a “small colony” of Chuck-will’s-
widows was again present on Martha’s Vine-
yard in May (VL). The “mystery humming-
bird” that spent the winter in a greenhouse in
Surry, ME, was photographed and video-
taped in late May before it was released. At
that time it was tentatively identified asa 9
Ruby-throated, pending confirmation by
western specialists. A Pileated Woodpecker
was a rare visitor to Cape Cod in Brewster,
MA, Apr. 19 (A. Strauss), and a “Red-shafted”
Flicker brightened a yard on Nantucket the
day after The Storm (L. Van Duyne).

FLYCATCHERS TO WARBLERS

Several eatly E. Kingbirds were among the
species included in the Easter fallout. One
was found at Trustom N.W.R., Bristol, RI,
Apr. 14 (J. Murphy), and two others were dis-
covered in s.e. Massachusetts Apr. 11, in West-
port (E Thurber) and S. Dartmouth (G.
Haydock). The biggest single-day kingbird
count was recorded as part of the Mother’s
Day flight on Plum 1., May 9, when 57 were
tallied (SP). A Fork-tailed Flycatcher was re-
ported to have been seen on Morris I.,
Chatham, MA, May 15, but no details
reached this compiler.

A thoroughly scrutinized Cliff Swallow at
PR.N.W.R. was decidedly early Mar. 7 (CL),
and two Tufted Titmice that visited feeding
stations on Martha’s Vineyard through the
end of April furnished only the 7th or 8th is-
land record (fide VL). Carolina Wrens contin-
ued to secure their position on Nantucket,
where 25 were counted May 8, and 2 pairs
were confirmed nesting May 14, to provide
the first island nesting records (EFA, SP). An
unconfirmed but well-described Varied
Thrush put in a brief appearance in a yard in
Cumberland, ME, May 18 (B. Burns), and a
Hock of 75—100 Bohemian Waxwings, also in
Cumberland Mar. 910, were fairly far south
in a year in which few were found elsewhere.
A convincing description accompanied a re-
port of a plumbeous Solitary Vireo at Mt

A first for New Hampshire was this
Wilson’s Plover discovered at Seabrook on May
15, 1993. Photograph/Stephen Mirick.
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Table 1. Summary of birds following Easter fallout

Species MA CcT VT ME RI NH Total
Cartle Egret Apr, 10 1
Green-backed Heron Apr. 11 1
Red Phalarope 17 2 19
Com. Nighthawk Apr. 15 1
E. Kingbird 2 Apr. 14 3
Red-eyed Vireo 2 Apr. 11 3
N. Parula 2 2
Prothonotary Warbler 2

Scarlet Tanager 14 Apr.17* Apr.18 16
Summer Tanager 12 7 1 20
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 10 Apr.17* 2 6 1 20
Blue Grosbeak 25 4 14 43
Indigo Bunting 150+ ? (many) 16 1 167
Painted Bunting 1(M) 1
N. Oriole 4 4
*Record early date.

Note: The total for all dates listed is 1.

Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge, MA, May
16 (M. Hall). This “form” is rumored to be
slated for elevation to full species status in the
near future.

Three “Lawrence’s” Warblers were noted
in Massachusetts. A N. Parula was found
dead at Martha’s Vineyard Mar. 15, following
The Storm, and two more early parulas came
in with the bunting Highe. The latter were
seen at Nantucket Apr. 12 (JPa), and West-
port, MA, Apr. 18 (M. Boucher). An Orange-
crowned Warbler successfully overwintered
at a feeder at Spruce Head, ME, where it re-
mained into April (fide WT), and another
Orange-crowned in Westwood, MA, Aprt. 4
(RHS) was curiously early, unless it, too, had
wintered locally.

The biggest day at the banding station on
Appledore I., ME, was May 13, when the ban-
ders handled 406 birds, a station record. One
hundred eighty-six Com. Yellowthroats were
handled that day, a station record for a single
species. The actual figure for yellowthroats
caught was considerably higher, but the ban-
ders were forced to release many, to keep pace
at the height of the flight. Except for yel-
lowthroats, the most common migrant by far
was, once again, Magnolia Warbler. Three
hundred forty maggies were banded in 24
days (DH).

Two of the biggest passerine days in e.
Massachusetts were May 9 & 24. The former
date was busiest at several n. shore points, in-
cluding Marblehead Neck and Plum I. This
was the 3rd consecutive year in which a major
passerine Hight has occurred at Plum L. on or
around Mother’s Day. The most significant
totals at Plum L, tallied as the migrants passed
by a fixed point, included a minimum of s00
unidentified warblers, 35 N. Parulas, 30+
Black-and-White Warblers, sio Bobolinks
(98% males), 250+ Red-winged Blackbirds
(virtually all females), and 422 Am.
Goldfinches (SP). Comparable numbers the
same day at Marblehead Neck included 30 N.
Parulas, 75+ Black-and-White Warblers, 17
Ovenbirds, and 35 Com. Yellowthroats (B.

Malcolm). Also at Marblehead Neck, a Yel-
low-throated Warbler was present May 7-8
(J. Smith). A Yellow-breasted Chat at Nan-
tucket succumbed to the brutally cold back-
lash behind The Storm Mar 14 (L. Van
Duyne).

TANAGERS TO FINCHES

An outbreak of Painted Buntings that started
on Cape Cod late last fall became even more
contagious this spring. A male in Waterford,
CT, Apr. 11, probably came in with the indigo
flight; one of two Cape Cod birds remained
-through the end of March, and the other
stayed in Brewster until Apr. 9 (A. Furman).
Two sightings of a pair in Vermont, presum-
ably the same birds, came from Danby May 11
& 13 (K. Droge), and Winhall, also May 13,
roughly 7 hours later, and 15—20 mi away (R.
Magyari). The highest local estimate of Indi-
go Buntings in the wake of the Easter fallout
came from Martha’s Vineyard, where 100+
birds were reported. A minimum of 43 Blue
Grosbeaks were reported from Connecticut,
Maine, and Massachusetts. Fifteen were
found on Cape Cod alone. Among the Re-
gional total of 20 Summer Tanagers, the
northernmost report came from far “down
east” in Machias (fide JD).

Three Dickcissels came calling at Massa-
chuseuts feeders this spring. Two different
birds on Nantucket appeared at their respec-
tive feeders the same day, Mar. 18, and left
within a week of one another in mid-April
(BV, E Reed). The 3rd was seen at Plum L., in
Newbury, May 1617 (fide B.O.). An over-
wintering W. Tanager in Berkley, MA, re-
mained through Apr. 15 (J. Katner), and a
high Regional total of six Clay-colored Spar-
rows included one in Orford, NH, on the in-
triguingly late dates of May 23—30 (P. Hunt).
Among the five Clay-coloreds in Massachu-
setts, three were in one field in Sandwich
through April (P Trimble). One would have
been nice enough, but two Lark Sparrows
seen May 25 around the Appledore banding
station was a remarkable spring discovery

(DH). Seventeen Lincoln’s Sparrows in e.
Massachusetts in May represented a spring
total well above average.

Boat-tailed Grackles made it to Connecti-
cut again. Single birds were seen in Green-
wich Mar. 31 (P Dugan) and Hammonasset
S.P, May 12 (J. Gaskell). The first state
records came in the weeks following the pas-
sage of hurricane Gloria in fall 1985, and it
seems likely that the March “hurricane” de-
livered the latest birds as well. Northern Ori-
oles thar arrived with the Easter flight includ-
ed one in S. Dartmouth, MA (R. Mc-
Geough), and three on Nantucket (fide JPa).
The Lesser Goldfinch that spent part of the
winter at a feeder in Georgetown, ME, was

last reported Apr. 13 (fide MnAS).

S.A.

Under certain weather conditions, New Eng-
land birders have come to expect an carly
coastal fallout of Indigo Buntings on or
around Easter. The birds appear suddenly, ex-
hausted and hungry, and quickly gravitate to
feeding stations to recharge, rarely moving far
beyond the point at which they make land-
fall. Thanks ro the elucidations of the late
Aaron Bagg, published in an excellent article
in The Bulletin of The Massachusetts Audubon
Society (39:159-168), we are now aware of the
weather conditions that account for this early
spring phenomenon.

To make a long story short, a specific se-
quence of meteorological events coincides
with the mid-April passage of the migrant
buntings from the Yucatan Pen., across the
Gulf of Mexico, to either Louisiana or Texas,
or both. These weather systems intercept the
birds, deflect them far to the east of their in-
tended fight path, across the Florida Pen.,
and out over the Adantic ocean, ultimately
depositing them on the coast of New Eng-
land. When the birds finally touch down on
our shores, they do so having survived a
nightmarish nonstop flight over 1500 mi of
open ocean! Other species typically associat-
ed with these phenomenal flights, but seen in
smaller numbers, include Rose-breasted and
Blue grosbeaks and Summer Tanagers. This
year, these four species arrived in numbers
that rivaled the highest totals from similar
flights in 1956 and 1961. In addition, other
species that are usually more capable of avoid-
ing these potentially deadly detours did not.
As a result, they, too, arrived 1—3 weeks earlier
than normal. These included Com.
Nighthawks, E. Kingbirds, Red-eyed Vireos,
Scarlet Tanagers, and N. Orioles.

Birds associated with this flight are sum-
marized in the accompanying table. It should
be interesting to compare these figures with
those on Long Island, NY, and in the Canadi-
an Maritimes. What was the geographical
scope of the fallour?

396 American Birds Fall 1993
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F Andrews (Nantucket), fim Berry, Bird Ob-
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DeLuca (Audubon Society of New Hamp-
shire), Jody Despres (Maine Field Nores),
David Emerson (Rhode Island), Richard A.
Forster (e. Mass), Greg Hanisek, Rick S. Heil,

David Holmes, Kyle Jones, Seth Kellogg (w.
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logical Association), Vernon Laux (Martha’s
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(Mn.A.S.), Blair Nikula (Cape Cod), Ian.
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HUDSON—DELAWARE
REGION

William . Boyle, Jr.,
Robert O. Paxton,
and David A. Cutler

The major weather event of the reporting sea-
son was the Blizzard of '93, Mar. 12-14, which
blanketed the entire Region with 1 to 3 feet of
snow and brought with it a blast of cold air
that made March several degrees colder than
usual. Snowfall at Syracuse totaled 4 V2 feet
for the month, and another foot in April
brought the winter total to 16 feet, more than
7 feet above normal. The very chilly March
was followed by a wet April that was warmer
than normal in the north and colder than
normal in the south. Late April snows (18
inches in Old Forge, Lewss, NY, Apr. 23) were
especially hard on early nesters, such as Tree
Swallow, Song Sparrow, and Dark-eyed Junco
in the Adirondacks. Weather conditions led
to a markedly retarded leaf-out that made
birds easier to find during the mild, sunny
weather that characterized one of the most
beautiful Mays in many years.

One of the consequences of the many clear,
pleasant days and nights of May was the lack
of the sort of weather pattern that
produces major fallouts of noctur-
nal migrants. Still, there was a good
variety plus modest numbers of
neotropical migrants on most days,
and many observers felt that the
season was the best in perhaps 10
years.

The lack of major weather pat-
terns (after the big blizzard), which
would ordinarily blow vagrants
astray, produced relatively few rari-
ties. Highlights included Vermil-
ion Flycatcher in Delaware, Black-
tailed Godwit in New Jersey,
Townsend’s Solitaire in Pennsylva-
nia, and White-tailed Eagle in New
York, a Regional first.

Abbreviations: Braddock Bay (Brad-
dock Bay S.R and vicinity, Monroe,
NY); Bombay Hook (Bombay
Hook N.W.R., near Smyrna, DE);
Brig (Brigantine Unit, Forsythe
N.WR., Atlantic, NJ); Cape Hen-
lopen (Cape Henlopen S.P, Sussex,
DE); Green Lane (Green Lane
Reservoir, Montgomery, PA); Indian

R. (/ndian R. Inlet, Sussex, DE); Jamaica Bay
(Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge, Queens, NYC);
LI (Long Island, NY); Litle Cr. (Little Cr.
W.M.A., Kent, DE); Manasquan Inlet (Man-
asquan Inlet, Monmouth—Ocean, NJ); Mon-
tezuma (Montezuma N.W.R., Seneca—Cayuga,
NY); Port Mahon (marshes and bayshore along
road e. of Little Cr., Kent, DE); Sandy Hook
(Sandy Hook Unit, Gateway Nat! Recreation
Area, Monmouth, NJ). D.R.B.C. (Delaware
Rare Birds Committee); N.J.B.R.C. (New Jer-
sey Bird Records Commitree); N.Y.S.AR.C.
(New York State Avian Rarities Committee);
PO.R.C.  (Pennsylvania  Ornithological
Records Committee). Place names in italics are
counties.

LOONS TO STORKS
There were again some good inland Hights of
Com. Loon, the biggest single tally being 141
at Minsi L., Northampron, PA, Apr. 11 (S.
LaBar), but few reports of the later-migrating
Red-throated Loon. A Com. Loon that land-
ed on the pond at Cornell’s Sapsucker Woods
Sanctuary found the runway too short for de-
parture; it was picked up struggling across the
nearby parking lot, transported to Cayuga L.,
and cleared for takeoff. The season’s only
Pacific Loon was a repeat of last year’s bird at
Manasquan Inlet Apr. 3-14 (RDi, JTHd).
Pied-billed Grebe numbers continued very
low across the Region, and observers should
make efforts to record apparent nesting of

Derty Hil

NEW YORK “™*

this declining and threatened species. There
were fewer Red-necked Grebes in upstate
New York and along the coast than last year,
but the first week of April produced some
good numbers in New Jersey and Pennsylva-
nia. A maximum of nine at Swartswood L.,
Sussex, NJ, Apr. 4 was the highest single count
in the state in many years (W]B, MN), and
seven were at Minsi L. the previous day (RW);
others included two at Green Lane Reservoir,
Montgomery, PA, Apr. 1 (GLF), two on the
Susquehanna R. at Marietta, Apr. 2 (JHe),
and 1—2 at L. Musconetcong, Sussex, NJ, Apr.
s (TH), Budd L., Morris, NJ, Apr. 15 (C. Kel-
ly), and Culvers L., Sussex, NJ, Apr. 19 (FT).
An Eared Grebe at Dunkirk Harbor, Chau-
taugua, NY, to at least Mar. 6, a holdover
from the winter season, was the only report of
the season.

The annual spring pelagic trips produced
little excitement, in contrast to last year, and
virtually no marine mammals. Several Leach’s
Storm-Petrels kept company with Wilson’s
and modest numbers of shearwaters at Hud-
son Canyon May 29 (ABr, ez al.), while eight
Cory’s Shearwaters off Indian R..the next day
was a high count for Delaware (AH).

An Am. White Pelican was an unusual fly-
by at Cape May, Mar. 15 (FM); another was a
real rarity on the Susquehanna R. near Bing-
hamton, NY, Apr. 11 (I. Tomek, R. Marsi);
and a third was at Cape Henlopen Apr. 12 (L.
Gelvin—Innvaer). Sightings of White Pelican
at Cornwall Bay, Rockland, NY,
May 2122 (K. McDermott), at Ja-
maica Bay May 23—24 (J. Fritz, H.
Martin, TWB), and at Mill Neck,
LI, May 26—27 (R. Kelly), mightall
refer to the same wandering bird.

The season’s first Brown Pelicans
were a pair at Cape May, Apr. 23
(JDo); record numbers were in
Delaware in early May, with <47
counted at Indian R., May 8 (DAC).
Unlike those in recent years, how-
ever, they were not harbingers of a
major summer invasion. A Brown
Pelican on the Hudson R. near the
George Washington Bridge, New
Yotk City, on the morning of May
23 was unusual (J.&E. Caspars),
but that afternoon a pair was spot-
ted farther s. along the Hudson R.
Drive (R. Machover).

Now that Great Cormorants
winter regularly along the Dela-
ware R. between Philadelphia and
Trenton, they seem increasingly re-
luctant to leave. Several lingered
into mid-May, including at least
one in breeding plumage (TBa,
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NP). Echoing last year’s mini-invasion, three
Anbhingas reported soaring over Swarthmore,
Delaware, Apr. 18 would be a first for Pennsyl-
vania, if accepted by the Records Committee
(NP, details to PO.R.C.). An unseasonal Mag-
nificent Frigatebird found in a field in W
Babylon, Nassau, L1, Mar. 14, died 3 days later
(specimen to American Museum of Natural
History).

Wandering herons included a Snowy Egret
in Lehigh, PA, Mar. 29 (K. Sieminski), Little
Blue Herons near Ithaca Apr. 16 and May 2
(fide NB), and another at the Tifft N.P, Apr.
19—22 (M. Galas), providing what was appar-
ently the first spring record for the Buffalo
area. An ad. White Ibis was at E. Moriches,
Sussex, LI, Mar. 21—28 (J. Kuhlman, m.ob.),
and another was photographed at Brig, Apr.
19 (DB). Glossy Ibises were found as far afteld
as Clinton, NY, Apr. 2123 (BK, C. Mitchell)
and Montezuma May 15-22 (K. David,
RGS), while a White-faced Ibis was seen one
day only at Bombay Hook (BB details to
D.R.B.C.). A Wood Stork seen flying Son L.
Champlain, Clinton, May 15, was an extreme
rarity for upstate New York (P. Taber, details
to N.Y.S.A.R.C.).

WATERFOWL

An ad. Trumpeter Swan, unbanded and
showing no signs of captive origin, at the Sa-
vannah Mucklands, Wayne, NY, Apr. 23, may
have come from reintroduced populations
in Ontario, Michigan, or Minnesota (K.
Bostwick, NB er al; ph. ]J. Thurber to
N.Y.5.A.R.C.). Six reports of Greater White-
fronted Goose all came from Pennsylvania,
with 4 in Lancaster and 2 in Chester, all in
March. Two more Ross’ Geese were also
sighted in Pennsylvania, which recorded its
first just 2 seasons ago, but now boasts 7
records. One was with a large flock of Snow
Geese at Middle Run W.ML.A., Lancaster,
Mar. 26 (fide AH), while another was a Berks
frst at L. Ontelaunee Mar. 30 (K. Lebo). Five
Barnacle Geese at Eastport, LI, Mar. 20, were
presumed to be the escaped and wide-ranging
family group previously reported from Cape
Cod and Nova Scotia (PG).

A handsome d Garganey at Tonawanda
W.M.A., Niagara—Genesee, NY, Apr. 16-19,
presents a problem of debatable origin for
N.Y.S.A.R.C. (WWa, m.ob.). Thirteen Eur.
Wigeons, somewhat fewer than last spring,
were well distributed around the Region,
with a concentration of five in the New York
City—Long Island area. Lingering Tufted
Ducks included a pair at Calverton, LI, Mar.
5, and a single at Hook Pond, Sussex, LI, Mar.
s—20 (TL).

An excellent gathering of Com. Fiders at
Montauk late March—early April reached a
peak of 300 birds, joined by 15 King Eiders.
The flock of Harlequin Ducks at Barnegat
Light, NJ, numbered 10 as late as Apr. 10
(JDo, VE), while a maximum of 11 were at Pt.
Lookout, Nassau, NY, Apt. 3-5 (v.0.). The
same conditions that dropped the Red-
necked Grebes at several inland locations in
early April brought some good concentra-

tons of Oldsquaw to inland New Jersey and
Pennsylvania. Nockamixon S. P, Bucks, PA,
held 96, Apr. 2—3 (SF), while 65 were on the
Susquehanna R. at Marietta Apr. 2 (JHe).
Seventy-five Oldsquaws were at Swartswood
L. in early April, where they were joined by 22
White-winged Scoters (SA), and 6o Old-
squaws were at Culvers L., Apr. 22 (FT).

American Oystercatcher at Beltzville Lake,
Pennsylvania, on April 2, 1993. The last previ-
ous Pennsylvania record was 102 years earlier.
Photograph/Rick Wiltraut.

A ? Barrow’s Goldeneye lingered at Rye,
Westchester, NY, into early March (TWB),
while 2 male was at W. Hampton, LI, Mar.
19—28 (ABa); upstate, a late female was at
Cumberland Head on L. Champlain Apr.
4-10 (BK), and a drake at Fair Haven, Cayu-
ga, Apr. 26, the first spring record for the
Oneida L. Basin in 16 years (B. Hughes). A
hybrid Bufflehead x Hooded Merganser was
at Swartswood L., Apr. 22 (SA), and a drake
Hooded Merganser courting a hen Mallard
at L. Hopatcong, Morris, NJ, during April
and May must have had similar ideas (V.
Nixon).

RAPTORS TO CRANES

Poor weather during March and part of April
contributed to generally mediocre showings
at some hawkwatches, although Braddock
Bay tallied a respectable 40,816 and Derby
Hill had 42,906 for the season. There was a
good selection of rarities, however. American
Swallow-tailed Kite was found in 3 of the 4
states. The first was at Jamaica Bay Apr. 17
(M. Penzer), and the 2nd in Greenville, New
Castle, DE, May 4 (E. & S. Speck). New Jer-
sey had three, with one at Sandy Hook May 6
(JL), another at Waterford, Camden(G. Can-
non, C. Krilowicz, ]. Gutsmuth), and the last,
accompanied by three Mississippi Kites, at
Weatherby Road in n. Cape May May 17 (C.
Dooley).

A Mississippi Kite was an outstanding fly-
over for the L. Champlain region at Coot
Hill, Essex, NY, Apr. 28 (G. Chapman, E.
Johnson). In Delaware, a Mississippi Kite was
at Big Stone Beach, Kenz, May 18 (AH), and 2
probable immatures were described from M.
Gretna, Lebanon, by birders unfamiliar with
the species (JHe, B. Carl). One passed over
the Sandy Hook hawkwatch May 11 (JL), and
24 were in the Cape May area, May 1330
(m.ob.).

Bald Eagles were widely reported as mi-
grants, with a record 106 at Braddock Bay for
the season, but the 2 nests in Salem, NJ, failed

for the 2nd consecutive year, and a nest in
Cape May was blown down in the December
storm. The bird of the season was a sub-ad.
White-tailed Eagle that circled by the hawk-
watch at Derby Hill, Oswego, NY, Apr. 24, to
the dismay of veteran hawkwatchers Gerry
Smith, Ned Brinkley, and pthers, plus a class
of field ornithology students from Cornell.
Extensive notes, a field sketch, and a distant
photograph were obtained; details will be
published elsewhere. A thorough inquiry sug-
gests that the bird was not of captive origin
(GS,NB).

Swainson’s Hawks were seen at the Mt
Pleasant, NY, hawkwatch, at Varna, Tomp-
kins, Apr. 20 (NB) and at Braddock Bay the
same day (BE), quite possibly the same bird.
Two others were at Derby Hill Apr. 28, while
another report from Westfield, near Buffalo
May 2, is under review by the Regional records
committee. Unlike some raptor species, Red-
tailed Hawk is doing well and spreading into
previously unused habitat. A feature article in .
The Wall Street Journal of Mar. 18 detailed the
story of a pair nesting on the top floor of a
posh Fifth Avenue apartment building over-
looking New York Ciey’s Central Park. Ex-
perts cited could find no previous account of
Red-taileds nesting on a city building. The
nest subsequently failed.

Where are all these Golden Eagles coming
from and where are they going, wondered
Brinkley, as 34 passed the Mt. Pleasant hawk-
watch for the season, surpassing the 32 at Der-
by Hill and tying the latter’s all-time record.
Increasingly high numbers in the fall also
suggest increased nesting in e. Canada. Very
late eagles were seen in Salem, NJ, Apr. 24
and Burlington, NJ, Apr. 26 (WDa). Six Gyr-
falcon reports, all in March and all in upstate
New York, was an extraordinarily high total
for the spring; only one was a holdover from
the winter.

Black Rails were a bit late showing up in
Delaware, but good numbers were found in
mid-May at Bombay Hook, Port Mahon,
and Prime Hook N.W.R. (v.0.); only a few re-
ports came in from the New Jersey side of
the Delaware Bay, chiefly by big-day teams.
A King Rail was at Alcoa Marsh, near Lan-
caster, PA, May 8-11 (RMi, JHe ez 4l.), where
there have been previous sightings, and an-
other was far north at Hamlin, Monroe, NY,
near Rochester, May 31 (RGS, C. Spahn); sev-
eral were at 3 locations in Sussex, NJ, where
the species is not found annually, during May.
The season’s annual Purple Gallinule was
seen one day only at Sandy Hook, Apr. 19
gL).

A Sandhill Crane was over Mauricetown,
Cumberland, NJ, Apr. 13 (PDu, L. Dunne},
but as usual most of the reports came from
upstate New York, where there were at least a
dozen. About seven were at Braddock Bay
and vicinity, with a maximum of three Apr. 19
(CCa). Two were at Iroquois N.W.R., Or-
leans—Genesee, Apr. 6, and three were seen
Apr. 5 at Henderson, fefferson, at the e. end of
L. Ontario, where they are becoming annual
visitors (LBC).
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SHOREBIRDS

A Wilson's Plover at Napeague Inlet, Suffolk,
LI, May 28, provided the first Regional report
in several years (T. Viso, I Lindsay, TL).
Equally rare for its location was a Piping
Plover at Irondequot Bay, Rochester, Apr.
21 (RMa ez al). The inclement weather of
Apr. 2 brought an American Oystercatcher to
Beltzville L., Carbon, for the first Pennsylva-
nia record since 1891 (RW); it remained for
only one-half hour, to the chagrin of state lis-
ters who dashed there in search of the bird.

A Black-necked Stilt was at Cheesequake
S.P, Middlesex, NJ, May 1 (T. Gillen), but of
more interest was a pair at Goshen, Cape May,
May 9+ (PDu, RC); the birds remained there
and were soon confirmed nesting, the first
breeding stilts in the state since the 19th cen-
tury The Spotted Redshank remained in
Brooklyn to ar least Mar. 19 and was seen by
many observers from all parts of the country,
but a Black-tailed Godwit at Stone Harbor,
NJ, May 9, departed before anyone but the
discoverer could see it (R. Blom, details to
N.J.B.R.C.). A Marbled Godwit at Tucker-
ton, Ocean, NJ, Apr. 24, was the only other
godwit of the season (JHd).

We received second-hand reports of two
different Rufous-necked Stints at Little Cr. in
May, but unfortunately no details were sub-
mitted; although now recorded annually, the
species still requires thorough documenta-
tion. The only Curlew Sandpipers were in
Delaware, as has increasingly become the
rule; one was at Bombay Hook, May 1024+
(ES et al) and another at the Logan Tract near
Kitts Hummock, Kenz, May 24 (JWR).

Only about three Ruffs were seen at
Pedricktown, Salermn, NJ, late March—-April.
The Bombay Hook-Little Cr. area has re-
placed Pedricktown as the place to see this
species—at least six different birds were pre-
sent during April and May (v.0.). A Ruffwasa
rarity for upstate New York at Rochester, May
22—23 {DSh, M. Tetlow, m.ob.) and another
was discovered at Brig., May 28 (T. Boyle).

A small scattering of Wilson’s Phalaropes
was mainly along the coast, buta pair at Grav-
elle Farm, Clinion, NY, May 18-31+, was
thought to be nesting (BK). If verified, this
would represent the first confirmed nesting
for the state and the Region. A few Red-
necked Phalaropes were at Port Mahon dur-
ing May, but the Red Phalarope atr Captree

NOTICE #

-

NO AUNTING

STATE PARK AREA

Hunting for flies: male Vermilion Flycatcher at
Indian River Inlet, Delaware, May 3, 1993. First
state record. Photograph/loe Swertinskd.

S.P, LI, Mar. 14, was the only one of the sea-
son (P Murphy).

GULLS TO ALCIDS

Individual Pomarine and Parasitic jaegers
were at Cape May May 15 (PB, PDu}, and
small numbers of both species were seen on
offshore pelagic trips. A Laughing Gull at the
mouth of the Genesee R., Rochester, was an
unusual spring visitor June 1 (RGS). About
4~s Litdle Gulls were around Cape May
March—early May, and 1—2 were found during
May at their old haunt of S. Amboy, Middle-
sex, where they were regular in the 1960s and
early 1970s. Two Little Gulls at Marcus Hook,
Delaware, Apr. 29, were good finds for Penn-
sylvania, and a single at Chazy Landing, Clin-
ton, May 12, was unusual for the L. Cham-
plain basin (M. Gretch). A pair at Oak Beach,
LI, Apr. 4 (TWB), and the usual small num-
bers in w. New York round out the picture.

At least eight Com. Black-headed Gulls
were seen in New Jersey, including four at S.
Amboy; two on Long Island in March were
the only others noted. An Iceland Gull at
Green Lane Apr. 1 was the first adult ever seen
at that location (JHo, GAF, GLF), and anoth-
er adult was unusual at Pennsauken, Camden,
NJ, Apr. 9 (WDa). A first-year Iceland Gull
was a local rarity at Owego, Tioga, NY, Apr. 12
(H. Marsi, B. Bozdos, G. Kirch). More than 2
dozen reports of Lesser Black-backed Gulls
was a respectable spring total, with the most
noteworthy being four for the season in the
Cayuga L. Basin (NB).

A Royal Tern was very early at Cape May
Apr. 22 (VE, BG) but appears to have been
the only one of the season. The only Roseate
Tern away from the Long Island nesting areas
was an individual at Cape May May 4 & 19
(DSi, JDo ez al.). Seven well-described Arctic
Terns flying with Com. Terns along the beach
at Cape May May 7 were both very early and
unusual close to land (NB, ABy, T. Culver). A
Least Tern was a rarity for the shores of L.
Erie, near Irving, Chautaunqua, May 18 (].
Goetz), and a Forster’s Tern was unusual for
the Cayuga Basin at Ithaca Apr. 11 (NB).

Modest numbers of Black Terns were re-
ported from s.w. and coastal New Jersey,
where they have become decidedly uncom-
mon in spring, while 40+ were at the Perch R.
W.M.A., Jefferson, NY, May 20; numbers
continue to decline in the St. Lawrence Re-
gion. Three Dovekies were at Montauk Mar.
7 (TL), and several were seen at sea off Cape
May later in the month (E Ascoli). Razorbill
numbers were impressive, with a peak of 125
at Montauk Mar. 7 (TL), <so off Cape May
Mar. 21, and six observed from shore at South

Cape May Meadows Mar. 26 (DSi).

OWLS TO SHRIKES

A Snowy Owl was still at Cape Henlopen
Mar. 7 (MG, BP), and several were on Long
Island to mid-month. One at the Savannah
Mucklands Apr. 25 was very late getting start-
ed for the tundra (v.0.). The N. Hawk Owl at
L. Placid, NY, lingered to Apr. 4, establishing
a new late date for the state (RH).

Placing a distant second to the White-
tailed Eagle as the bird of the season was
Delaware’s first, and the Region’s second, Ver-
milion Flycatcher, a beautiful ad. male pre-
sent at Burton’s I, Indian R. Inlet, May 2—
(T. & C. Barnekov, ph. JS, m.ob.). Somewhat
outclassed, but handsome nonetheless, was
an ad. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher at Higbee
Beach, Cape May, May 22, that entertained
the multitudes on an Audubon weekend
(m.ob.).

Three nests of Cliff Swallows near Odessa,
New Castle, May 9, established the first breed-
ing record for Delaware (ph. NP), and a pair
of Com. Ravens provided the first confirmed
nesting in the Poconos at a site near Canaden-
sis, Monroe, PA (RW). This is only 20 mi
from the Kittatinny Ridge, where the species
recently re-established itself as a breeder in
New Jersey. A pair of ravens at Harriman S.P,
Rockland, NY, from early May through the
end of the period was also suspected of nest-
ing (D. Panko).

CIiff Swallows at nest near Odessa, Delaware,
on May 12, 1993. First state nesting record.
Photograph/Nick Pulcinella.

The Region’s first Rock Wren, present at
Cape May Pr. since early December, survived
the blizzard and was last seen Mar. 28 {(m.ob.).
Individual Sedge Wrens at Cape May May 9
(PDu) and Sandy Hook May 27 (G. Lewis)
were presumably just migrants, but one at
Vernon Crossing, Sussex, NJ, was a potential
breeder. A single report of a Sedge Wren at
Montezuma (fide RGS) was the only one
from w. New York, where the species was for-
merly a widespread, though uncommon,
breeder.

Pennsylvania’s 4th Townsend’s Solitaire
was a surprise visitor to Revere, Bucks, Mar.
22~23 (SE m.ob.). A Varied Thrush, not pre-
viously reported, visited a feeder in Theresa,
Jefferson, NY, February—late March (D. Pross-
er, ph. KLC). Perhaps taking a cue from their
fellow visitor, 14 very late Bohemian
Waxwings were still at L. Placid Apr. 4, shar-
ing the same quaking aspen with the N.
Hawk Owl (RH). A few N. Shrikes lingered
in upstate New York into March, but a Log-
gerhead Shrike at Prospect Park, Queens, May
11, was both late for 2 migrant and a rarity for

the New York City area (T. Fiore).

VIREOS, WARBLERS

In addition to destruction of the tropical
forests, many of our migrants have to contend
with such biological epidemics as the out-
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break of forest tent caterpillar in upstate New
York; last year the insect defoliated an esti-
mated 110,000 acres in Lewis, Jefferson, and
adjacent areas. The gypsy moth, on the other
hand, seems to be well under control by nat-
ural means. ’

Philadelphia Vireo is a rare spring migrant
in the s.e. of the Region, so the appearance of
two in New York City (fide TWB), one in
Bayonne, Hudson, NJ, May 15 (D. Roche, ].
Holinka), and another at Sandy Hook the
same day (RDi) was noteworthy. Rising not-
ed some interesting, but sad, facts on the sta-
tus of Golden-winged Warbler (which seems
to be holding its own in some areas but rapid-
ly declining elsewhere) in w. New York. The
Buffalo Ornithological Society May count
produced almost as many hybrids (4) as
Golden-wingeds (5), compared with 106
Blue-winged warblers. Data from the counts
held in the 1930s and 1940s show that Gold-
en-wingeds outnumbered the Blue-wingeds
at that time (GRR).

A Yellow-rumped Warbler of the Audubon’s
subspecies, a form rarely seen in the Region,
was at Cape May, Apr. 11 (VE, T. Parsons).
One of the surprises of the season was a
Black-throated Gray Warbler, captured and
banded at Island Beach, Ocean, NJ, May 3
(GEM); the overwhelming majority of the
records for the Region and all but one of the
previous New Jersey records are from the fall
and winter. Even rarer at any season was a
Townsend’s Warbler at Alley Pond Park,
Queens, NY, May 9 (ABa, details to
N.Y.S.ARC).

&

Common Raven near a nest in Monroe County,
Pennsylvania, April 25, 1993, This was the first
confirmed breeding record for the Poconos.
Photograph/Rick Wiltraut.

Warblers wandering N of their usual range
included a Yellow-throated Warbler at
Rochester, May 10 (RGS), six others in the
New York City area, and a Prothonotary at
Greece, near Rochester (m.ob.). A Kentucky
Warbler was also at Greece May 8 (B. & B.
Powell). Connecticut Warbler was a rare
spring migrant at Warren, Somerset, NJ, May
24 (S. Sobosinski) and at Henderson, Jeffer-
son, NY, May 3 (LBC); three others were in
the Rochester area in late May.

TANAGERS TO FINCHES

An early spring warm front brought a wave of
overshooting migrants to the Long Island
shore Apr. 11, including five Summer Tan-
agers and 13 Blue Grosbeaks (TL). A single
Summer Tanager visiting a suet feeder in
Sergeantsville, Hunterdon, NJ, Apr. 9-11 was

somewhat out of range (J. Mitchell). Much
farther out of range were a & W. Tanager in
breeding plumage at Rochester, May 9 (J.
Browning), and a ¢ Black-headed Grosbeak
at a Tioga, NY, feeder, May 19-31 (H. & S.
QO’Connell, details to N.Y.S.A.R.C.).

The previously reported & Painted
Bunting ata Broomall, Chester, PA, remained
until Mar. 31, but another (or perhaps the
same} appeared at a West Chester, Chester,
feeder for 3 days, May 10-12 (fide P Hurlock).
A pair of Painted Buntings was found in
Central Park, New York City, May 23 (D.
Etheridge); the male stayed until May 26.
Two different Dickeissels appeared at feeders
in Hillsborough and Bernardsville, both Sow-
erset, NJ, during the first week of May (fide
RKa}, one was in Wantage, Sussex, NJ, May 13
(SA), and another was at Higbee Beach, Cape
May, May 15 (DS], PS). A Clay-colored Spar-
row photographed at Indian R., Apr. 9, pro-
vided the first such documentation for
Delaware (APE); other Clay-coloreds were at
Bull’s I., Hunterdon, NJ, May 11 (DB), Scriba,
Oswego, May 1 (S. Adair), and Braddock Bay,
May 25 (KCG, D. Lown). Anapparent & Lark
Bunting was reported with strong supporting
details from New England Road, Cape May,
May 15 (P. Beining, G. Flannery); there are
only 5 acceptable records for the state.

Eight Henslow’s Sparrows were at Perch R.
W.M.A., Jefferson, NY, in late May, in the
same area in which a nesting colony was pre-
sent last year (BMW); elsewhere in the state,
the species continues to decline. A LeConte’s
Sparrow on the campus of SUNY, Oswego,
Apr. 28, was the 2nd for the Oneida L. Basin
of New York (C. Foxdick). There were eight
reports of Yellow-headed Blackbird in coastal
New Jersey; others were at Rockland, New
Castle, DE, Mar. 13 (ES), the SUNY Preserve,
Binghamton, NY, May 13 (fide, MD), and 3 in
the Oneida L. Basin, NY, in late March.

A pair of courting Pine Grosbeaks was in a
Cortland, NY, yard Apr. 1215 (R. Silber-
man). Meanwhile, the previously reported
Red Crossbills in Ward, Allegany, NY, nested
successfully, a county first; an adult was seen
feeding a recently fledged chick on Mar. 19
{EB). A fock of 25 Red Crossbills near Pre-
ston, Chenango, NY, May 24, probably nested
nearby (D. Windsor), but a single, silent &
White-winged Crossbill at Kuser Bog, High
Point S.P, Sussex, NJ, May 11 was not seen
again (NB).

Observers {subregional compilers in boldface):
Robert Andrle (Buffalo area), John Askildsen
(Lower Hudson Valley, NY: 202 Millertown
Rd., Bedford, NY 10506), Scott Angus, Peter
Bacinski (coastal NJ: 260 Page Ave., Lynd-
hurst, NJ o7071), Tom Bailey (TBa), Andy
Baldelli (ABa), M.V. Barnhill, Irving Black
(n.e. NJ: Eagle Rock Village, Bldg. 26, Apt.
8B, Budd L., NJ 07828), R. ]. Blicharz, Frank
Bonnano (Rockland, NY: 71 Richard Ct.,
Pomona, NY 10970), Alan Brady (ABr), Ned
Brinkley (Cayuga Basin, NY), Elizabeth
Brooks, Dick Burk, T.W. Burke (New York
Rare Bird Alert), Adam Byrne (ABy), Colin

Campbell (CCb), Carolyn Cass (CCa), Lee
B. Chamberlaine (St. Lawrence Region, NY:
PO. Box 139, Henderson, NY 13650), Kevin
Crilley, Richard Crossley, K.L. Crowell,
Dorothy Crumb, William D’Anna (WDn),
Ward Dasey (WDa, s.w. NJ: 29 Ark Rd,,
Medford, NJ o080ss), Mike Davids, Rich
Ditch, Mary Dobinsky (Susquehanna Re-
gion, NY: 7 Spencer Dr., Oneonta, NY
13820), Jeff Dodge (JDg), Jim Dowdell
(JDo), Pete Dunne (PDu), A.P. Ednie (New
Castle and Kent, DE: 59 Lawson Ave., Clay-
mont, DE 19703), Vincent Elia, Brett Ewald,
Steve Farbornick, G.A. Franchois, W.W.
Frech (Sussex, DE: Carr. Rt. 3, Box 1144,
Lewes, DE 19958), G.L. Freed, Paul Gillen,
Bill Glaser, K.C. Griffith (Genesee Region,
NY: 61 Grandview Ln., Rochester, NY 14612),
Joe Gula, Sr., & Jr., Mary Gustafson, Barb &
Frank Haas, Robert Hagar, Tom Halliwell,
David Harrison (DHa, n.w. NJ: 126 West-
chester Terr., Annandale, NJ 08801, Jonathan
Heller (JHe), Jim Herder (JHd), Armas Hill,
Jason Horn (JHo), William Howe, Gene
Huggins (Oneida L. Basin, NY: 1065 West-
moreland, Syracuse, NY 13210), Rich Kane
(RKa), Kevin Karlson, Paul Kerlinger, Arlene
Koch, Bill Krueger, Robert Kurtz (RKu),
Bruce Lantz, Laurie Larson (LLa, n.c. NJ: 162
N. Stanworth Dr., Princeton, NJ 08540),
Tony Lauro, Gary Lee, Larry Lewis (LLe),
Jerry Liquori, Glen & Eileen Mahler (GEM),
Alan A. Mapes (Hudson—-Mohawk Region,
NY: five Rivers Center, Game Farm Road,
Delmar, NY 12054), Robert Marcotte (RMa),
Fred Mears, C.K. Melin, (Finger Lakes Re-
gion, NY: 449 Irish Settlement Rd., Freeville,
NY 13068), Randy Miller (RMi), August
Mirabella, B.L. Morris (e. PA: 825 Muhlen-
berg St., Allentown, PA 18104), Terry Mosher,
Bill & Naomi Murphy, Mike Newlon, Bruce
Peterjohn, J.M.C. Peterson (Adirondack—
Champlain Region, NY: Discovery Farm,
RD 1, Elizabethtown, NY 12932), Vivian
Pitzrick, Nick Pulcinella, William Reid (n.c.
PA: 73 W. Ross St., Wilkes—Barre, PA 18702),
Gerald R. Rising (Niagara Frontier Region,
NY: 295 Robinhill Dr.,, Williamsville, NY
14211), Rochester Birding Association, ].J.
Ruscica, J.W. Russell, Steve Santner (SSa), Sy
Schiff (Long Island: 603 Mead Terr., S.
Hempstead, NY 11550), R.M. Schutsky, Do-
minic Sherony (DSh), Ellen Short, David
Sibley (DSi), Brad Silfies, Gerry Smith, R.G.
Spahn (Genesee Ornithological Society),
Clay Sutton, Pat Sutton, Joe Swertinski, Fred
Tetlow, Ken Tischner, Steve Walter, (DWa),
William Watson, Rick Wiltraur, Al Wollin
{Long Island: 4 Meadow Ln., Rockville Cen-
ter, NY 11570), Brian & Mary Wood (BMW),
R.P. Yunik, Jim Zamos. Many other observers
(approximately 300) who sent reports to us or
to their Regional compilers could not be list-
ed, but their contributions are gratefully ac-
knowledged —WILLIAM J. BOYLE, ]JR.,
12 Glenwood Rd., Denville, N]J 07834;
ROBERT O. PAXTON, 460 Riverside Dr.,
Apt. 72, New York, NY 10027; and DAVID
A. CUTLER, 1o Rock Creek Dr., Wyn-
cote, PA 19095.
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MIDDLE ATLANTIC
COAST REGION

Eirik Blom, Michael O’Brien,

Brian Patteson, and
Eugene J. Scarpulla

It is no accident that it is taking four of us to
fill the void left by Harry Armistead’s well-de-
served retirement. For more than a decade he
has achieved the standard to which we all
strive. Collectively we know not quite as
much about the Region, write nowhere near-
ly as well, and have far fewer friends and ad-
mirers—bur we will try to grow into the job.
His counsel and advice have been invaluable
in the transition, and his reports will continue
to be the backbone of many seasonal sum-
maries.

Spring was cool and wet, with rain averag-
ing nearly 6 inches per month. A major snow-
storm March 13 dropped as much as 18 inches
in the western half of the Region and 3 to 5
inches on the Eastern Shore. The rain
grounded some waterbirds, and the snow de-
layed a few migrants. The passerine migra-
tion was abysmal, contributing to fears that
this is not a local or cyclical phenomenon.

Abbreviations: C.B.B.T. (Chesapeate
Bay-Bridge Tunnel); Chinc. (Chincoteague
N.WRY;, DC (District of Columbia);
E.N.N.W.R. (Eastern Neck N.WR.); E.S.
(Eastern Shore); PN.A.S. (Patuxent Naval Air
Station); Mont. (Montgomery); UM.CE
(Univ. MD. Central Farm, Howard); VANS
(Voice of Audubon Naturalist Society).

Single Red-throated Loons, rare inland, were
on the Potomac in DCMar. 7 & 28 (DC) and
at Cobb 1., Charles, Apr. 10 (G] fide EMW).
The largest concentration of Pied-
billed Grebes was 43 at Loch Raven
Mar. 1 (SWS), but they were unre-
ported from Huntley Meadows
Co. Park, Fairfax, VA, where they
have nested in recent years.
Horned Grebe numbers, greatly re-
duced a decade ago, are building
back up: 568 were in 2 large rafts on
the York R. near Yorktown Mar. 28
(BW), and on the same day
Czaplak counted a record 365 in
DC. Eared Grebes were at North
Beach, Calvert, Mar. 23 and Apr. 3
(JLS). The only Red-necked
Grebes were one at Ocean City in-
let Mar. 14 (JR, DM) and one at
North Beach Apr. 4 (RFR, ]JLS,
MI).

PELRGICS

A pelagic trip to Washington and
Poor Man’s canyons May 15 found
the following tubenoses: 10 N. Ful-
mars, one Sooty Shearwater, 3304

Wilson’s Storm-Petrels, and three Leach’s
Storm-Petrels (KHBez «l.). The count of Wil-
son’s apparently represents a new high for Vir-
ginia. The Fulmars, along with four Mar. 2,
are the first seen off Virginia in several
springs. The only highlight from a trip out of
Virginia Beach May 30 was eight Leach’s
Storm-Petrels (BP).

GANNETS TO HERONS
Typical of recent years, N. Gannets were
widely reported in the lower and middle por-
tions of the Bay. One wandered up the Po-
tomac to Cobb L., Apr. 11 (G]), the 3rd con-
secutive spring for the location. As Brown
Pelicans continue to increase in the Region,
more wander up the Bay. This spring had two
at Pt. Lookout Apr. 18 (PC) and 10 between
Smith 1. and Crisfield, Somerser, May 8
(MLH). A White Pelican was at Chinc., Apr.
9 (FD). The explosive growth of cormorants
continues, The 65 Greats at C.B.B.T., Mar.
20 (HTA), had dwindled to only20 by Apr. 5
(MG); 18 at Ocean City Apr. 4 (Grubers) is
the highest Maryland count away from St.
Mary’s Co. Inland, Stasz and Ringler saw a
breeding-plumaged adult flying over McK-
eldin with five Double-cresteds Apr. 18, for a
first Carroll record. Two Anhingas were back
at the Region’s only regular site at Scumpy L.,
Virginia Beach, May 26+ (NB, BP ez4l).
American Bitterns were seen at 11 loca-
tions, about average, but no reports came
from Huntley Meadows, where they have
bred in recent years. Armistead, who has
turned in his typewriter but not his binocu-
lars, found 10 Least Bitterns, 2 good count for
such an elusive species, in Dorchester May 8. A
count of 11 Great Egrets migrating over the
Potomac at Seneca, Montgomery, Mar. 30, was
good for inland (DC). Another good inland
find was two ad. Little Blue Herons at
Nokesville, VA, May 1 (KHB, BL). There
were 39 Yellow-crowned Night-Herons on
the HRBC Spring Count, the 2nd highest

*Charlottesvile

VIRGINIA

* Martinsville

recorded there. Glossy Ibises are scarce w. of
the Bay in spring. This year had one report
from Virginia and 4 from Maryland. A nest
with an egg at the South Pt. Spoils I. colony
Apr. 20 is apparently one day earlier than the
record Maryland date (DEB).

WARTERFOWL
March 10 marked a big fight day for Tundra
Swans, with 12,000 flying N over

E.N.N.W.R. (Grubers) and 750 over Ellicott
City, Howard (BO). Sad to say, Mute Swans
are doing well. In the Bay there were 215 at
Hoopers' Is., May 8 (HTA, GLA), and 68 at
E.N.N.W.R., May 3 (J&TG), and at Chinc.
N.W.R., the population continues to thrive,
with 30 present May 7 (EMW). Singles of un-
known origin were in the Piedmont at Lily-
pons Mar. 21 and Little Seneca Mar. 28 (DC)
and at Piney Run through Mar. 28 (RFR). A
first for Carroll was a Greater White-fronted
Goose at Piney Run Mar. 20-21 (DM, RFR,
EB). It was accompanied by at least three
White-fronted x Canada goose hybrids. The
number of Snow Geese wintering on the E.S.
continues to rise, with 20,000 still at
Kennedyville, Kent, Mar. 27 (Grubers), per-
haps slightly delayed by late snow. Inland
Brants were at Denton Mar, 8 (MWH) and
Haines Pt., DC, Mar. 28 (DC, OJ). One of
the “small” races of Canada Goose spent the
latter part of the winter at Wye 1., Queen
Annes, and was last seen Mar. 3 (MO).

Puddle duck numbers were low, perhaps a
result of declines in breeding populations to
the north. Among the better counts was 200
Am. Wigeons at Violets Lock Mar. 5 (PO}.
Drake Eur. Wigeons were found in Maryland
at Violet’s Lock Mar. 21 (GG), the 2nd for
Montgomery, at the North American Wild-
fowl Trust, Queen Anne’s, Mar. 8; and near
Longwoods, Talbot, late March-Apr. 4 (JR et
al).

Among 350 Canvasbacks at Cambridge,
Dorchester, Mar. 21, was one albino (JR). Typ-
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ical numbers of Canvasbacks, Redheads, and
Ring-necked Ducks were reported from in-
land lakes and reservoirs. The best scaup
count was 10,000 Lessers at EEN.N.W.R.,
Mar. 7 (J&TG). The latest report of King Ei-
ders was of five at the C.B.B.T., Mar. 16 (TG,
DS). An imm. & Com. Eider at Ocean City
Mar. 17 may have been the same one there in
late May (DFB). Another stayed late in Vir-
ginia at Back Bay, last seen May 29 (DFA).
The & Harlequin Duck at Ocean City stayed
until Apr. 24 (DC, SD, JR ez al); presumably
a coincidence, the three at the C.B.B.T. were
last seen the same day (TE JW). There were a
few inland scoter records, many late enough
to suggest birds not destined to make it to the
breeding grounds. An excellent count of 340
Buffleheads at Seneca, Mont.., Apr. 2 (DC),
was part of the same fallout that brought the
record count of Horned Grebes to DC. A late
Hooded Merganser at Lilypons Apr. 25 was
at the location at which a pair had nested in
1992 (DC).

RAPTORS TO RALLIDS

After 13 years of irregular coverage and sportty
reporting, Ft. Smallwood, the best hawk-
watching site in the Region, was formally
adopted by Paul Fritz, resulting in nearly
daily coverage. Observers were out 62 days
(including one day in February), logging 350
hours—coverage not approached since 1981.
Seasonal records were set for numerous
species, but the total of 9o19 birds fell just
short of 1981’s 9828, primarily because of the
continuing decline in Sharp-shinneds. New
seasonal records include the following (previ-
ous record and year in parentheses): Cooper’s
Hawk 549 (279/1986), Red-tailed Hawk 335
(231/1983), Red-shouldered Hawk 239
(224/1983), Bald Eagle 22 (12/1981), Am.
Kestrel 1331 (854/1983), Turkey Vulture 2750
(1186/1981), and Black Vulture 41 (37/1985).
The big jump in kestrels and vultures reflects
good coverage early in the season. The best
one-day total was 1105 birds Apr. 15 on E
winds, traditionally thought to be the least
productive. Among the rarities were two N.
Goshawks, one each Mar. 8 & 9. They are the
first reported for the site and the only ones in
the Region this spring. Also notable were sin-
gle Mississippi Kites May 11 (PF) & 28 (de-
tails, first-summer plumage; SR), part of an
invasion into the Region. Also with derails
were a first-summer bird at Hughes Hollow,
Mont., May 15 (DC) and an adult at Ellicott
City May 22 (JF). Birds without details were
reported from Broad Cr., Harford, May 8,
near Great Falls, Mont., May 23, and near Elli-
cott City May 31. If only half the reports are
correct they represent unprecedented num-
bers. In Virginia they were back at their regu-
lar haunts along the Meherrin R. in Greenville
in May, but we received no exact dates or
counts. A Swallow-tailed Kite near Opyster,
VA, Apr. 3 (BT, BW) was perhaps the earliest
ever for the state, and one was near Laurel,
Prince George’, Apr. 24 (TB). Ospreys contin-
ue to increase: 73 on the HRBC May 8 spring
bird count was the highest number in 16 years

of counts. The Bald Eagles that nested on the
west side of Triadelphia Res. last year moved
to the east side this year, providing a first
breeding record for Howard (JS). An ad.
Golden Eagle soaring over Urieville L., Kenz,
Mar. 22 was unexpected (J&TG). A good
fight of Am. Kestrels was noted at Elms Envi-
ronmental Center, Sz. Marys, where 60
passed in one hour Apr. 3 (PC). The same day
362 were counted at Ft. Smallwood—a new
one-day record for the site. At Nokesville,
VA, 18 was a good count May 8 (KHB}),
reflecting a good prey base and an active nest
box program.

A drumming Ruffed Grouse at Bull Run,
Prince William, Mar. 21 (SDE) was 15 mi away
from the known nesting site at Quantico Ma-
rine Base. King Rails were active at Huntley
Meadows despite the construction of a new
boardwalk there (v.0.). Two Black Rails call-
ing before dawn at Cornfield Harbor May 8
(PC, AB, ]B) represent one of the few St
Mary’ records. An excellent count of Am.
Coots was 800 at Loch Raven, Baltimore, Apr.
8 (SWS).

SHOREBIRDS

High water during much of the spring forced
shorebirds to abandon the ponds and reser-
voirs and to use flooded fields, but few no-
table concentrations were found. Black-
necked Stilts were back at their 2 known
breeding locations, with a pair at Craney L.,
Portsmouth, VA, May 27 (NB) and a Mary-
land record 19 at Deal L., May 8 (GG, JO, PP
er al). The only other stilts reported were
at Poquoson, VA, in April (DM ez a/) and
at Blackwater N.W.R., May 5 (EMW). The
sole Am. Avocet was at Herring Bay, Anne
Arundel, May 6 (JLS). Observers ran across
more Upland Sandpipers than usual. Three
near Snow Hill, Worcester, Apr. 5 (MO) may
be a record-early arrival for Maryland. They
were back on territory at Lucketts, Loudon,
VA, by Apr. 20 (BL). The best shorebird of
the spring was a Curlew Sandpiper at Chinc.,
May 21-23 (BH, BL ez al.). Three Wilson’s
Phalaropes were seen: May 3 in a looded field
near Williamsburg, VA (BT, BW), and males
at Chesapeake Beach, Calvers, May 6 & 14
(JLS). The only shorebird concentrations of
note were at Chinc. in Virginia and Fair-
mont, Somerser, MD. Reports for Chinc.,
May 21-23, included “thousands” of Semi-
palmated and so White-rumped sandpipers,
hundreds of Dunlins, and 1000+ Short-billed
Dowitchers (BH), but only one Red Knot. At
Fairmont a large pool was drained in early
May, providing the following highlights: 300
Semipalmated Plovers May 8—9, 135 Greater
and 70 Lesser yellowlegs May 2, 400 Semi-
palmated Sandpipers May 15, 340 Least Sand-
pipers May 8-9, 450 Dunlins May 9, 100
Short-billed Dowitchers May 8-9, and one
Stile Sandpiper May 2~-8 (MLH). The only
other Stilt Sandpipers reported were two at
Worton, Kent, May 8 (FP ezal.).

S.A.

The shorebird phenomenon of the spring was
the fallout of Am. Woodcocks at Pt. Lookout,
St. Marys. Following the snowstorm of Mar.
14 Party Craig drove slowly through the park
at dusk, counting the Am. Woodcocks and
Com. Snipe feeding along the plowed edge of
the road. In the 3 days before heavy rains had
melted the snow and dispersed the birds, she
recorded the following totals: 767 woodcocks
and 8 snipes Mar. 14, 199 woodcocks and 22
snipes Mar. 15, and 734 woodcocks and 13
snipes Mar. 16. The peak woodcock count
was 2140 more than the previous Maryland
high, a countywide May count total. What is
not clear is whether these were northbound
birds grounded by the storm or birds forced S
by the snow.

JAEGERS TO ALCIDS

Bass had a Great Skua about 60 mi e. of Vir-
ginia Beach Mar. 2. It was a good year for
Bonaparte’s Gulls in the Piedmont, probably
the result of heavy rains forcing migrants
down to observable levels. Numbers on the
Potomac peaked Apr. 3 with 350 at Haines Pt.,
DC, and 300 at Seneca, Mont., both excellent
counts (DC). The peak at Back R. was a mod-
est 2500 Apr. 4 (EJS). This year an ad. Little
Gull was at Haines Pr., Apr. 3 for the 2nd DC
record (DC, FD, ph.) and one was at Back R,
Apr. 25 (E]S). Common Black-headed Gulls
were on the James R. near Williamsburg Mar.
14 (BW), as well as an adult at Back R., Apr. 4
(E]JS) and an immature at PN.A.S., St. Marys,
Apr. 22 (KR). After its 4th winter in the Re-
gion, the Yellow-legged Gull was last seen at
Georgetown Res., DC, Mar. 26 (DC). The
only Iceland Gull was at Laytonsville, Monz.,
Mar. 6 (DC et 2L) and the only Glaucous was
an immature at Ft. Smallwood Apr. 17 (MO,
HYY et al). As usual, Lesser Black-backeds
were scattered throughout the Region, witha
peak of 6 at Laytonsville Mar. 6 (DC ez al.)
and the latest one in Baltimore Apr. 25 (E]JS).
Two Caspian Terns were at Veterans Memori-
al Park, VA, as early as Apr. 4 (V.AN.S.}, and
rain forced 44 into a pasture in Howard, Apr.
22 (JE JS). The only Black Terns reported
were two at Seneca May 4 (DC), singles near
Frederick May 19 & 26 (SM), and one in
Howard, May 19 (]S et al.). Ideal ocean condi-
tions Mar. 2 allowed Bass to count 62 Razor-
bills 30—s0 mi. e. of VA Beach, a new high
count for the state and one of the highest for
the Region. This is the 3rd consecutive year
for a large Razorbill flight. A single Atlantic
Puffin was off Ocean City May 15 (KHB}).

CUCKOOS TO SHRIKES

Black-billed Cuckoos were more widely re-
ported than normal, but no exceptional num-
bers of Yellow-billeds were noted (v.0.). Two
Long-eared Owls wintering in Kentwere pre-
sent through Apr. 19 (FP). Yellow-bellied Sap-

suckers continue to be scarce, but four lin-
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gered into May (vo) Eight Olive-sided Fly-
catcher reports was a bit above average. A
scattering of non-Acadian  Empidonax
flycatchers was typical, the best being a prob-
able Least flying around the boat offshore
near Norfolk Canyon May 30 (BP, DFA e
al). Purple Martins had an outstanding
spring count of 250 at Lucketts Apr. 29
(EMW). A Com. Raven seen along I-85 in
Dinwiddie, VA was farther east than expect-
ed Red-breasted Nuthatches were scarce
again (v.0.). An exceptional find was a well-
described Bewick’s Wren at Violet’s Lock,
Mont., May 1 (BPe). And 41 House Wrens on
the HRBC spring count was a new record
(TK). Most observers characterized Winter
Wrens as low in numbers; one in DC, May 24
was extremely late (DC). The only Sedge
Wrens were two in Kent, May 8 (J&TG).
Rungler notes that Golden-crowned Kinglets
no longer breed in the Maryland portion of
the Hanover watershed, with logging the
probable cause. There were only moderate
flights of thrushes, the best nights being May
7 & 13. Gray-cheeked, the rarest thrush of the
Region, was reported in better-than-average
numbers in Virginia, and two, one in Norfolk
May 26 (NB) and one at Edward’s Ferry,
Mont. (DC), were identified as “Bicknell’s,” a
race apparently on the verge of being accord-
ed species status. Loggerhead Shrike barely
hangs on in the n. part of the Region, with
one at Lucketts and four in Maryland in Fred-
erwck (v.0.).

VIREQS, WARBLERS

Virtually all observers noted the dearth of mi-
grants, many calling it the poorest season in
memory. No large numbers or movements
were detected. Even the usually abundant Yel-
low-rumped Warbler had a relatively poor
showing. Among the expected rarities were 4
reports of Philadelphia Vireo (v.0.); a Swain-
son’s Warbler at Hollywood Apr. 21 (KR), ap-
parently a first for St. Mary’s; a “Lawrence’s”
Warbler at Nassawango May 8 (SD), and 12
reports of Mourning Warbler May 7-29
(vo.). The exception was Blackpoll, which
seemed to be in good numbers. The HBRC
spring count produced the most impressive
totals, including 75 N. Parulas, 39 Black-
throated Blues, 173 Blackpolls, 47 Ovenbirds,
and 127 Com. Yellowthroats. Jim Staszs
North American Migration Count censuses
birds held the 2nd Saturday in May nation-
wide. He reports that every state compiler e.
of the Great Plains commented on the poor
migration of passerines, suggesting that this is
not just alocal phenomenon.

TANAGERS TO FINCHES

A & Summer Tanager at Patapsco Valley S.P,
Howard, Apr. 17 was eatly and out of range
(MW). A Blue Grosbeak at Denton, Caro-
line, Apr. 13 was very early (RBF). An ex-
tremely early Indigo Bunting was at a feeder
in Chestertown, Kent, Apr. 3—7 (PY, fide ]G).
Three Painted Buntings showed up in Mary-
land. A male graced a feeder in Hollywood
Feb 8-22 and Apr 4, providing a first St

Marysrecord, amazingly, a female was discov-
ered at a different feeder in Hollywood dur-
ing the same period (TD, fide PC), and a male
stocked up at a feeder in Worcester, Feb.21—28
and Mar. 21-Apr. 8 (MH, fide SD). At least
four Dickcissels were in s. Frederick, May
1530 (KB, DC et 2l). Another first for Sz.
Marys was a Clay-colored Sparrow at
PN.A.S., Apr. 18 (DL, ph.). A sparrow in Sal-
isbury, Worcester, resembled a field but sang
the song of a Clay-colored (SD). Lincoln’s
Sparrows were in above—average numbers,
with a dozen reported, all in the Piedmont,
Apr. 27-May 16 (v.0.). Rare inland for spring
were Sharp-tailed Sparrowsat UM.C.E, Apr.
27 (CB, HZ) and Virginia’s 3rd spring Pied-
mont record at Nokesville May 1 (KHB, BL).
A Red Crossbill at Bellevue, Talbot, Apr. 4 was

unique.
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SOUTHERN ATLANTIC
COAST REGION

Ricky Davis

Spring was wet and cool in March and April,
contrasted by a rather dry and warm May
The big story was the “Storm of the Century,”
which moved through the Region March 13
Winds were hurricane force and snow
amounts excessive. Coastal areas had major
flooding and erosion; in the foothills and
Piedmont there was major tree damage. How
all this affected birdlife is unclear. There were
very few reports of bird mortality, and many
feeder watchers reported a definite increase in
activity immediately following the storm
Ground-feeding birds such as pipits were
hardest hit.

Migration was similar to that of past spring
seasons. Most birds arrived on time. There
were some very good records, such as Geor-
gia’s first Snowy Plover, North Carolina’s first
Black Guillemot, and several interesting
pelagic species. And the Collared-Dove has
finally entered the Region in full force!

LOONS TO ANHINGA
Two separate Red-throated Loons near
Greensboro, NC, in late March (HLi, fide
HH) were rare inland transients. Unprece-
dented were at least two different Pacific
Loons. A live bird picked up on the beach
near Morehead City, NC, in late March was
released in early April (PS, fide JF). Another
(or the same) individual was later seen nearby
at Cape Lookout Apr. 30 (PS, fide JF). Both
birds showed a gray nape patch, and the first
one was measured in the hand. Also a Pacific
at figure Eight I., near Wilmington, NC, Apr
18 (DC), was seen by several other observers
There are only a handfu! of valid records for
this species complex. Two reservoirs near
Greensboro, NC, continued to host four
Red-necked Grebes from the winter season
well into mid-March (HLi, fide HH). Also
unusual was one at Huntington Beach S.P,
Georgetown, SC, Mar. 21 (HA ez al)). The best
count for Eared Grebes was seven at a sewage
pond in Sumter, SC (LG ez /). Northern
Fulmar was reported 3 times in NC—two e
of Cape Lookout Apr. 3 (AB), one off Oregon
Inlet May 15 (MT ez 4l.), and one found dead
at Portsmouth (SD). Black-capped Petrels
were found on most offshore trips, while the
rare Herald Petrel was reported once (without
details). Also the “Soft-plumaged” petrel was
reported twice: May 22 (RO ezal.) & 31 (MT
et al) off Oregon Inlet, NC. No details or
photos were received for either report.
Observers wanting to see pelagic birds
while comfortably on shore should take
Brinkley’s lead and get to Cape Hatteras Pt
Buxton, NC, when the winds are right. Dur-
ing SE winds following strong NE winds,
Brinkley saw impressive numbers of shearwa-
ters” 479 Cory’s May 28 and an astounding
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866 Cory’s and 221 Greaters June 3. A Manx
Shearwater off Hatteras Pt., NC, May 18 (BA
et al.) was a good record, but Brinkley’s two
May 28 and two June 3 seen from Cape Hat-
teras Pt. were very rare onshore sightings! He
believed that several unidentified small shear-
waters farther out were of this species as well.
A final note of interest: A shearwater interme-
diate in size bétween a Cory’s and a Greater,
having a dark bill and a dorsal color darker
than a Cory’s, was observed at close range
June 3 at Cape Hatteras (NB). The bird could
have been one of the edwardsii race (species?)
of Cory’s Shearwater. This form breeds in the
Cape Verde Is. off the w. coast of Africa.
Three species of storm-petrel were report-
ed off Oregon Inlet (MT ez al) with peak
counts of 875 Wilson's May 15, seven Band-
rumpeds May 31, and 84(!) Leach’s May 31.
One of the May 31 Leach’s appears to be of a
dark-rumped form, not expected in the At-
lantic. Five Leach’s off Savannah, GA, May 23
(BB et al.) furnished that state’s best one-day
count ever! Always exciting in the Piedmont,
two Anhingas were over Chapel Hill and
Durham, NC, May 2 (J&AP, m.ob.).

BITTERNS TO FALCONS

Both bitterns were reported, and three ad.
Leasts near Augusta, GA, in May were sus-
pected of nesting (AW). For the 3rd consecu-
tive year, Yellow-crowned Night-Herons suc-
cessfully raised young in a Winston—Salem,
NC, park (RS). For the past several years,
Reddish Egrets have visited the North Caroli-
na coast. This year was no different, with two
at Harkers I., May 28 (PS, fide JF) and one at
Drum Inlet during May (SD).

Six apparently wild Mute Swans dropped
into the Goldsboro, NC, Waste Treatment
Ponds Apr. 26 and left the next morning—a
confounding event (ED)! In North Carolina,

Greensboro e
Jordan g} * Raleigh

NORTH
CAROLINA

SOUTH
CAROLINA

one to four Com. Eiders were reported at sev-
eral localities, with two lingering at Cape
Harteras until June (RD, HL, m.ob.). A &
Com. Goldeneye in n. Greene, GA, sighted
Mar. 6, provided a rare local record (PSy).

The intense storm of Mar. 13- was possibly
responsible for some good counts of mer-
gansers inland in North Carolina. Dinsmore
found 27 Commons at Falls L. near Raleigh
Mar. 14, and 11 were at L. Gaston Mar. 28
(RM). There were 30 Red-breasteds at L.
Crabtree Mar. 25 (DS) and 45 at Jordan Res.,
Mar. 28 (RD).

All 3 states reported Swallow-tailed Kites,
but one seen Mar. 12 in Branswick, NC, was
early (PSp, JB, fide EP). Up to hve birds were
found in the Buxton, NC, area in late May
(EB, fide SD). Migrant Broad-winged Hawk
numbers were down in the Tryon, NC, area
(ST), but these birds continue to be found lo-
cally in the lower Piedmont and Coastal
Plain. A rare find was 4 migrants at
Portsmouth, NC, May 11 (SD).

The Chimney Rock Park, NC, Peregrine
Falcons were regularly observed all spring, al-
though their nesting attempt was unsuccessful
(ST). Migrant Peregrines were found in all 3
states; the latest was one at Portsmouth, NC,
May 19 (SD). A “very pale adult” was reported
in n. Greene, GA, Apr. 10 (P. Sykes, P. Yaukey).

PLOVERS TO ALCIDS

The shorebird of the season was undoubtedly
the Snowy Plover found on Sapelo 1., GA,
Apr. 17 (RE, fide TM; ]S, BB, ph. RE); Ellen-
berg’s photographs should document Geor-
gia’s first state record. A count of >200 Black-
necked Stilts at the Savannah R. Spoil Site,
SC, May 29 was impressive (GD ezal.). While
birding at Bird Shoal near Beaufort, NC,
Fussell found an aberrant Whimbrel that had
patches of white on the upper back and one

shoulder. Observers should be
aware of the possible confusion
with the similarly marked Euro-
pean race, which has been recorded
in the Region before. Dinsmore’s
shorebird censuses at Portsmouth
L., NC, continued this spring; for
the 2nd consecutive year, he discov-
ered Bar-tailed Godwit. Two noted
Apr. 24 were of the nominate race
lapponica, like last year’s bird. Peeps
migrate through coastal sites in late
May in good numbers, but the re-
port of an estimated 10,000 Semi-
palmated Sandpipers at the Savan-
nah R. Spoil Site, SC, May 29, was
extraordinary (GD ez al.). Were all
those birds Semis? Portsmouth I.,
NC, hosted at least two Curlew
Sandpipers as usual, one May 12 and
a different bird May 24 (SD). More
surprising were two in basic
plumage at the Yawkey Wildlife
Center, Georgetown, SC, May 15 &
27 (JL et al, fide LG). Four Red
Phalaropes off Savannah, GA, May
23, extended the period by more
than a month (BB ez «/). North
Carolina got 2 specimens at Ft. Macon, near
Morehead City—one Mar 14 (JF) and one in
alternate plumage May 16 (fide RN). Hunt-
ington Beach S.P, SChad one Mar18—22 fora
rare local record (JP, HA ez 4l). The only on-
shore report of Red-necked Phalarope was ofa
male and a female at the Savannah R. Spoil
Site May 29 (GD ez al). Dinsmore reported
the only Wilson’s Phalaropes, all at Portsmouth
L., NC, with singles there May 9, 11, & 21.
Jaeger migration seemed about normal,
with all 3 species recorded. Pomarines were
the most prevalent, followed by Parasitics.
Long-taileds were found on only 2 trips off
Hatteras, NC (MT et al.). Skuas caused some
excitement in North Carolina waters this
spring. Two S. Polars offshore was about nor-
mal, but one from land at Cape Hatteras Pt.,
Buxton, June 3, provided a rare record (NB).
Bryan rode a fishing charter boat off Cape
Lookout Apr 3 and photographed a Great
Skua 30 mi out. This is one of only a handful
of records to be documented by photographs.
A Skua off Hatteras May 29 (ph. MT) has
been the subject of much discussion. Some
believe it is of the Antarctic species complex.
Whatever the case, the photographs are being
reviewed. The best gull records were of an ad.
Com. Black-headed in breeding plumage at
the Aurora, NG, ferry landing Apr. 7-8 (ph.
KM, SC) and an ad. Franklin’s at Sapelo I.,
GA, May 21 (A]). A Sabine’s Gull 30 mie. of
Cape Lookout, NC, Apr. 13 (BH) was an early
migrant. Sooty Terns have returned to the
Cape Hatteras Pt., Buxton, tern colony, in
NC, perhaps attempting to nest. Unlike last
spring, Roseate and Arctic Terns were not evi-
dent offshore migrants in North Carolina wa-
ters. Roseates were found at the usual Cape
Hatteras Pt. and Core Banks spots (BA, SD,
JN), and Arctics were found only once—one
to three off Cape Lookout by Holmes on the
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very early date of Apr 13! Alcids are very rare in
the Region in spring; consequently, a Razor-
bill Aying N past Ft. Fisher, NC, Mar. 18 and
another Mar. 20 were interesting (RW). Carter
saw one going past figure Eight [, NC, Mar.
20, probably the same bird noted to the south
at Ft. Fisher the same day. North Carolina’s
first Black Guillemot was found at the jetty at
Wrightsville Beach Apr. 24 on a spring count.
The bird was molting into its dark breeding
plumage but was still hard to see among the
rocks. It was viewed by several lucky observers
until about May 3 (SC, DC, SD, v.0.).

DOVES TO HUMMINGBIRDS
After Georgia’s first Eur. Collared-Dove was
sighted in Jan. 1988, it was only a marter of
time before more would turn up in the Re-
gion. This spring the inevirable happened,
again in GA; two or more birds were found in
the St. Simon’s L. area during April, (MH) and
also around nearby Brunswick April-May
(BB). One was also reported farther up the
coast at Sapelo I., May 25 (AJezal).
Yellow-billed Cuckoos had an “outstand-
ing season” in upstate SC (PW), and Black-
billeds were reported from the mountains to
the coast during May. Caprimulgids were not
mentioned much; I presume that Whips are
still increasing in the Coastal Plain at the ex-
pense of Chucks. Hummingbirds made big
news in Georgia during fall and winter, with 6
species recorded (Magnificent, Black-chinned,
Anna’s, Broad-tailed, Allen’s, Rufous, and
Ruby-throated)! Many of these were banded
for documentation, and most remained in
the Region until mid-March (PSy}. In North
Carolina, an ad. ¢ Rufous Hummingbird
was at a Beaufort feeder late March-April 18
(DM, LC, m.ob.).

FLYCATCHERS TO VIREOS

The rare Olive-sided Flycatcher was recorded
twice in North Carolina. One was seen and
heard near Winston—Salem May 2023 (LR,
AN et al), and one was in Link’s Greensboro
yard (RM). Gray Kingbirds are rare in North
Carolina, so 2 birds this season was notewor-
thy—one at Sunset Beach in early April and
one at Portsmouth May 24—25 (RT, RM, TH,
SD). Upstate South Carolina had 2 reports of
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher—possibly of the
same bird. One May 27 in n.w. Chester (TK)
was only 50—~60 mi from one near Campobel-
lo, May 2324 (PB, ST etal})

Almost never found near the immediate
coast, 2—3 Horned Larks near Hubert, NC,
was a surptise (JH). They remained there
through the period and appeared to be nest-
ing! Swallows seemed to be doing well
throughout the Region, and new nesting sites
for the Cliff Swallow are too numerous to
mention. The Com. Raven appears to be
holding its own, with birds reported at the
usual sites, and the Forsyzh, NC, quarry birds
nested successfully again (RS).

Reports concerning thrushes were discour-
aging. Wood Thrushes seemed average in
number, but Veeries were low, and Swainson’s
and Gray-cheekeds were way down! A late

Veery was banded at York, SC, June 2 (BH),
and an early Swainson’s was found in Ocoree,
GA, Apr. 11 (PSy). American Pipits were dis-
covered feeding along highways after the Mar.
13 “blizzard.” High counts were of >100 in n.
Greene, GA (PSy et al.) and <200 in Guilford,
NC, where they hadn’t been reported since
1977 (HH). Vireo reports were slim, but
LeGrand continued to find Solitaries on terri-
tory in the lower Piedmont, NC, where 10
singing birds were in Uwharrie N.E, May 12
& 13. Georgia also had a rare record, with a
Piedmont nesting pair near Parksville in late

May (AW).

WARBLERS

Reports were mixed but generally negative
concerning warbler migration. Some early
migrants wete seen, such as an ad. & Cape
May Apr. 10 n. Greene, GA (PSy, PY) and a
Swainson’s Apr. 4 (1), n.e. Edgecombe, NC
(RD). Late birds included a Magnolia banded
at York, SC, June 2 (BH) and a singing Ken-
tucky in Buxton, NC, June 1 (PSy). A Cape
May found near Lynn, NC, Mar. 1, was obvi-
ously an overwintering bird (ST). Always ex-
citing in the Region, the Yellow-rumped
“Audubon’s” Warbler was found on 2 occa-
sions—a female in Edgecombe, NC (RD) Apr.
24 and another female at Kennesaw Mt., GA,
Apr. 25 (JS). Prothonotary Warblers are scarce
in the upper Piedmont and foothills of North
Carolina, so birds at Hendersonville Apr. 18
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Adult Common Black-headed Gull on the
Pamlico River at Aurora, North Carolina, April
7, 1993. Photograph/Hevin Markham.

(WF) and at L. Adger n. of Tryon May 26
(ST) were good finds. Respectable numbers
of Black-and-White Warblers were found in
the upper Piedmont of South Carolina—six
singing in one Breeding Bird Atlas block in
Abbeville (TK) and 3 pairs in McCormick
(AW). A territorial Black-and-White on a
Breeding Bird Survey route in the Green
Swamp, Brunswick, NC, May 30, provided a
rare local record, but not without precedent
(RD)! Ceruleans are doing well in the Tryon,
NG, area (ST, HL), but the Roanoke R. pop-
ulation seems to be losing ground, warranti-
ng continued monitoring,

BUNTINGS TO FINCHES

An early & Blue Grosbeak Apr. 10 n. Greene,
GA (PSy, PY) was preceded by a very early
male at Zebulon, NC, Apr. 5 (RD). Hilton re-
ported that Indigo Bunting numbers were far
above averag in York, SC, this spring, contin-
uing this species’ recent trend. Painted

Buntings were farther north than usual; a pair
visited a feeder in Frisco on the North Caroli-
na Outer Banks Apr. 11 (BR). Since Dickcissel
is a very erratic migrant in the Region, 3 birds
at the Cherry Hospital grounds near Golds-
boro, NC, May 15 (ED) was noteworthy.
Bachman’s Sparrows, as usual, were reported
from several Piedmont localities. The best
sparrow of the season was an Am. Tree found
near Falls L. n. of Raleigh, NC, Mar. 14 (SD).
This species is rarely found in winter in the
Region, so a spring record is all the more un-
usual. Good news for Grasshopper Sparrows:
they returned to the Augusta, GA, airport this
year after a 4- to G-year absence (AW). A Lin-
coln’s Sparrow at Mason Farm near Chapel
Hill, NC, Apr 3 provided a notable spring
record (L&EP, PC).

Bobolink numbers were a little down this
spring, but five at Portsmouth, NC, May
15-19 was unusual for that locality and date
(SD). Behavior exhibited by one male and
three females in w. Forsyth May s—20 indicat-
ed that possible territories were being estab-
lished (TMb, m.ob.}. Shiny Cowbird contin-
ues to increase, reported now for several years.
This spring an ad. male was at a Figure Eight
L., NC, feeder mid-May to June (DC). A
nesting pair of N. Orioles found s. of Greens-
boro, NC, during May was at the e. edge of
the breeding range for the state (HH). Purple
Finches, practically nonexistent during the
winter season, staged a Regionwide influx in
March, noted by feeder watchers and ban-
ders. Was this related to the March 13 storm?
A belated report of Red Crossbill, erratic
breeders in the Region, was Georgia’s first
documented nesting. A male and female with
2 small fledglings (barely able to fly) were ob-
served coming to a feeder in Cedartown,
Floyd, May 19, 1991 (LH, BD, ]S, CL, AM).
Photos were taken of the male and a fledgling
June 11 (LH). Pine Siskins were just as scarce
as Purple Finches during the winter, but they
never increased the way the latter did in March.
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Tom Mobray (TMb), Terry Moore, Jeremy
Nance, Randy Newman, Ann Newsome,
Robert Odear, Len & Esther Pardue, Jack
Peachey, Jeff & Anne Pippen, Eloise Potter,
Betty Rahn, Lloyd Ramsey, Jeff Sewell, Doug
Shadwick, Ramona Snavely, Paul Spitzer, Phil
Spivey (PSp), Paul Sykes (PSy), Simon
Thompson, Mike Tove, Russ Tyndall, Anne
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FLORIDA REGION

H.P Langridge

Catching Floridians and wildlife by surprise
March 13, the “Storm of the Century,” with
109-mph winds on the Dry Tortugas and 118
at Lake City, caused 44 human deaths on
land, plus five off the coast. From central
Florida, Herb Kale reported that this storm
knocked Bald Eagle and Grear Horned Owl
nestlings out of their nests, and Park Small
said that it stopped and delayed nesting of
Scrub Jays for two to three weeks. From the
Tallahassee Region, Tom Morrill reported the
destruction of a Red-shouldered Hawk’s nest.
From Homestead, Bill Robertson said that
the storm bent the pole of his new martin
house 20 degrees out of vertical—but the
martins used the house successfully anyway.
From Pinellas County, Lyn and Brooks
Atherton estimated 1000 Common Terns
bunched at Fort DeSoto Park, and from Sara-
sota County, the Stedmans visited a refuge
center to see an exhausted Leach’s Storm-Pe-
trel picked up on the beach. From the Dry
Tortugas, several of the Geiger trees inside
Fort Jefferson were uprooted. Ted Below
wrote that the storm “caused about as much
damage as Andrew along the southwest
coast.” From the Dry Tortugas to the Talla-
hassee area, this storm left its mark on human
beings and wildlife alike.

A storm every week in March—with some
days of record rainfall, fierce winds, and very
cloudy skies—swept a few scenic rarities and
hundreds of Northern Gannets near the
beach, causing minor but widespread gannet
fatalities. The Big Event was the storm of
March 13. A very wet March and a
damp April changed abruptly to a
very dry late April and May. The re-
sult was generally clear flying condi-
tions with few migrants evident, but
a few weather disturbances with west
winds did create a few fallouts.
Caribbean strays included a Red-
foored Booby, two LaSagra’s Fly-
catchers, three Bahama Mocking-
birds, and two & Black-faced
Grassquits.

The use of Robertsons and
Woolfenden’s Florida Bird Species
has been indicated by quotation
marks.

Abbreviations: Dog 1. (Dog I,
Franklin); D.T. (Dry Tortugas N.P,
Monroe); EN.P. (Everglades N.P);
ER.C. (Florida Rarities Commirtee);
Ft. DeSoto (Ft. DeSoto Park,
Pinellas); St. Marks (St. Marks
N.WR., Wakulls).

PETRELS TO WATERFOWL
A Black-capped Petrel, “rare to local-
ly common,” was spotted 10 mi s.e.

of Cosgrove Shoals, Monroe, Apr. 20

(DS, m.ob.}. “Rare ...with about 35 reports,”
a Leach’s Storm-Petrel was picked up exhaust-
ed on the beach in Sarasota, Mar. 13, for a Arst
March record (SS, AS). Also “rare with about
10 reports,” a Band-rumped Storm-Petrel
Mar. 23 perched in the surf and flew within 10
ft around B. Hope, providing the 2nd Palm
Beach sighting for another unprecedented
March sighting of a storm-petrel. Another
early Band-rumped was spotted at Rebecca
Shoals, Monroe, Apr. 10 (WR, DS, m.ob.).
Seldom visiting D.T. during the past few
years, the White-tailed Tropicbird was pho-
tographed there May 1-6 (JMS, BS, m.ob.,
ph. BS). The Mar. 13 storm destroyed 6o per-
cent of the pelican nests then active at Alafia
Bank; this was believed to be a short-term
loss. A N. Gannet was seen on Lower Tampa
Bay near Anna Maria Mar. 25. A cooperative
“intermediate”-plumaged Red-footed Boo-
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The western “Audubon’s” form of Yellow-
rumped Warbler had been reported in Florida
several times before, but photographic docu-
mentation was obtained for this first time with
this male at the Dry Tortugas on May 3, 1993.
Photograph/Brian E. Small.
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Adult Lesser Black-backed Gull at Hey
Biscayne, Florida, on April 10, 1993.
Photograph/Alan Wormington.

by, a “first” for this form for Florida and a
very rare visitor, thrilled hundreds of ob-
servers by perching regularly among nesting
Magnificent Frigatebirds on Long Key at
D.T., Apr. 10-May 17 (CB, DG, m.ob., ph.
BH, SRK, PH, GJA). One “Great White”
Heron was seen along Alligator Alley in the
Big Cypress Swamp May 9. During late April
(JCO), results of Wood Stork nesting were
poor at E.N.P, with 25 pairs in 2 rookeries.
Seldom seen in Pinellas, a Fulvous Whistling-
Duck was found on a golf course May 15
(RWS). The 200 Black-bellied Whistling-
Ducks in Myakka Valley, Sarasota, Mar. 12
(PSt, fide AR) appeared to be the largest num-
ber ever reported in Florida and attested to its
recent breeding success. A 8 Blue-winged
Teal was very late at Orlando May 28 (RP,
JLB),and a & Oldsquaw in Charlotte Mar. 20
(OH) was a surprise.

RAPTORS TO TERNS

The status of the “rare” Black-shouldered
Kites in s. Florida continued to look encour-
aging, with a pair on the
Broward/Palm Beach line w. of Hwy
27 Mar. 3, a pair building a nest n.w.
of Homestead Mar. 10 (PWS, SAS),
and with a female bringing food to a
nestins. Broward, May 2 (JLB, WG,
ER, m.ob.). Three sightings of Swal-
low-tailed Kite along the Hillsbor-
ough River suggest possible nesting
there. Off course over open water, a
Bald Eagle flew near Cosgrove
Shoals miles w. of Key West Apr. 26
(DS). But even as far s.w. as D.T., a
juvenile (WBR) and an adult (BH)
were seen at different times a few
years ago, so the April sighting was
not all that startling. An ad. Golden
Eagle, “rare” but regular, was report-
ed at St. Marks Apr. 23 (RWB, TWB,
RLB). A Crested Caracara, occasion-
ally known to wander even to the
Keys, shocked an observer on Boca
Chica, Monroe, Apr. 19 (PW). Sever-
al pairs of Short-tailed Hawks were
reported in the n.-c. peninsular area,
so the species seemed to be doing
well; sadly, one was found shot in Va-
lusia Apr. 8 (RCo). A rare Yellow Rail
was sketched at St. George I,
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Franklin, Apr. 16 (tJEC). The phosphate
mines in s. Polk are still producing excellent
numbers of shorebirds (PJF). A Sanderling,
considered rare inland, was reported at Avon
Park May 18 (DF) and also inland at Leon,
May 5 (GM). A rare Baird’s Sandpiper was
photographed Apr. 18—21 (ph. DSE, LRM,
TL) at DogI.

On Lower Tampa Bay near Anna Maria,
two Parasitic Jaegers were seen harassing
gulls. Rarely seen in Florida waters, an ad.
Long-tailed Jaeger flushed from the water s.e.
of Key West Apr. 30 (1DS ez al). A very rare
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Rpparently a returning bird from the
previous year was this Bahama Mockingbird
at Key West, Florida, on April 19, 1993.
Photograph/ Robert Bradbury.

winter visitor and first for Palm Beach, the
wintering Common Black-headed Gull at
Riviera Beach was last seen Mar. 5 (BHH). In
Newfoundland, three Herring Gulls through
the years have been suspected of being of the
Eurasian race (AB 45:409—410), so of all places
for this subspecies to occur first or 2nd in the
United States, D.T. was an unlikely location.
[Note: a “Yellow-legged” race photographed
at Pompano Beach, winter 1991-1992 (RB), is
in the process of being reviewed (fide LSA).] A
Herring Gull in first-summer plumage on
D.T, Apr. 25-29 (DS, m.ob., ph. GL, KC},
however, was thought to be of the Eurasian
race. Photographs were sent to Europe for
scrutiny. Considerable contention arises on
most sightings of Iceland Gulls in Florida, so

it was reassuring that studying a photograph -

of an Iceland Gull taken Mar. 10 (tR.B.C.,
ph. RB) at Pompano landfill convinced Lyn
Atherton of its identity because of its “size, ex-
tension of primaries, and plumage color.”
Thirty-five imm. Lesser Black-backed Gulls
were counted at Pompano Landfill Apr. 10
(ph. AW), for a good number, and an adult,
unusual inland, was seen in Orange, Apr. 3
(RP). During strong e. winds Mar. 23 (BHH,
HPL et 4l), a Glaucous Gull, considered a
“rare winter visitor” this far s. in Florida, flew
over observers on Boca Raton Beach for a
Palm Beachfirst. Least Terns with 9 nests were
using the experimental nesting platform ac St.
Marks (JR). Two Sooty Terns inland over
Archbold Biological Station, Highlands, Mar.
13 (GEW), the day of the “Storm of the Cen-
tury,” seemed outrageous but credible, but
the sighting of two Bridled Terns n. of Arch-
bold May 14 (R.B.C., JF) could not be ex-

plained by weather patterns. Very rarely seen
near Bush Key, D.T., a Bridled flew among
Sooties there Apr. 28 (DS). At Bush Key,
Black Noddies, a “rare, regular summer visi-
tor” at D.T., were detected during April and
May, but a high of three Apr. 21 (DS) was sur-
prising.

DOVES TO MOCKINGBIRDS

The Eur. Collared-Dove expanded its range
to Orangeand Taylor last fall, so the first nest-
ing for Alachua Apr. 22 (JHH) continued this
expansion. Only Palm Beach’s 31d sighting, a
Mangrove Cuckoo overshot the Keys to per-
mit careful study all day in L. Worth Apr. 25
(AYW et al). One was seen at McKay Bay
May 4. A Groove-billed Ani, considered rare,
was identified at Payne’s Prairie, Alachua, Apr.
12 (JEW) and another, on Dog 1., Apr. 20
(DSE, LBM). A rare Lesser Nighthawk was
reported at St. George L., Franklin, Apr. 23
{JMS). Wintering Vaux’s Swifts were last
heard in Alachau Apr. 7 (TAW, R.B.C., with
sonograms). This species may now finally be
verified for Florida. For the 4th consecutive
winter at a Fr. Lauderdale feeder, the very rare
Buff-bellied Hummingbird lingered until
Mar. 25 (TC, BC). For about the 13th and
14th state sightings, two LaSagra’s Flycatch-
ers were found—one at McArthur S.2, Riv-
iera Beach, Apr. 10 (and May 30, BHH) fed
on gumbo limbo berries and uttered its whis-
tle call (TR.B.C. AW, ph. AW); later that day
the bird was seen and heard using its regular
weetalarm call (BHH, HPL, GSH. SB). And
another stayed at D.T., May 5-8 (ph. JMS,
BS, KC, m.ob.). A “rare irregular transient,” a
Couch’s/Tropical Kingbird posed for its pho-
to on D.T., May 5 JMS, BS, ph. JMS). “Er-
ratic” in Florida, the Horned Lark was a good
find at Merritt I. N.W.R., Mar. 9-10 (ph.
SR—fide BP). A Cave Swallow, rare this far
north, was spotted at St. Marks Mar. 14
(JMS). At Polk phosphate mines, 20 Barn
Swallows were late May 23 (PJE, CLG); 3
young at Orlando May 28 (JLB, RP) indicat-
ed nesting there. A Golden-crowned Kinglet
in Hillshorough Mar. 30 (SCB) was unusual
this far south. The Wood Thrush migration
was best in “recent memory” at Ft. DeSoto,
with highs of 15 seen Apr. 7 (RWS) and 20
Apr. 6 (MSW). Considered “very rare,” three
Bahama Mockingbirds were found this
spring: one at D.T., Apr. 25 (GL, HPL ez al),
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A regular migrant, but not often photographed,
was this Swainson’s Warbler at the Dry
Tortugas, Florida, on April 14, 1993.
Photograph/Russ Cressman.
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Male Shiny Cowbird at St. Marks National
Wildlife Refuge, Florida, on April 8, 1993.
Photograph/R. W. Ballman.

the same date as last year’s sighting there; an-
other singing and fighting with a2 N. Mock-
ingbird at Key West Apr. 13-May 31 (JO,
m.ob., ph. BH, BB} at the same location as
last year; and one singing at Ft. Lauderdale
May 2124 (JLB ezal, R.B.C.).

VIREOS, WARBLERS

A Warbling Vireo, “very rare to rare,” visited
the water fountain at D.T., Apr. 19 (1TB, JM,
BB). A Black-whiskered Vireo, very far north,
was banded on Dog L., Apr. 24 (ph. DSE,
LRM). A Blue-winged Warbler, rarely seen in
spring in Alachua, was spotted Apr. 7 (RKR),
and a total of five, including a “Brewster’s,”
were counted at Ft. DeSoto Apr. s-May 1
(LSA, m.ob.), with a late bird in s. Pinellas
May 15 (JMc) and a banded bird in Sarasota
Apr. 3 (AS, SS). The only Golden-winged,
rare in spring, was reported from Bonner
Park, Pinellas, Apr. 4 (KDN). “Rare” but reg-
ular, a Nashville Warbler was seen on Cedar
Key, Levy, Apr. 21 (tJHH). An impressive fall-
out of Cape Mays, Blackpolls, Am. Redstarts,
and Com. Yellowthroats, with about 150 indi-
viduals of each species, occurred on D.T,,
Apr. 28 (DS ez al.). There were 3 sightings of
Yellow-rumped Warblers of the “Audubon’s”
form: a male Apr. 28—May 3 (DS, m.ob., ph.
BS) represented the 6th seen at D.T. and a
male at Key West Apr. 17 (JO) and an imma-
ture at Dog, L., Apr. 28—30 (DSE, LRM ez 4l.)
furnished the 10th and 11th Florida reports. A
superb photograph by Brian Small of the
D.T. bird finally verified the “Audubon’s’
form for Florida. First breeding of Yellow-
throated Warblers in Highlands was clinched
May 17 (DSt). Considered “very rare,” a Kirt-
land’s Warbler—securing about the 16th re-
port in Florida—was spotted on a barrier is-
land in Indian R., Apr. 22 (tR.B.C. IFW).
The high count of nine Bay-breasted War-
blers occurred at Ft. DeSoto May 16 (LSA,
MSW). Rare in spring, five Cerulean War-
blers turned up: at Ft. DeSoto, two in April
(RWS, MSW ez al) and one May 15 (LB); at
Cedar Key, Levy, one Apr. 11 (BPM, DCH),
and at D.T. one Apr. 16-19 (HPL ez 2l). Life is
tough on D.T. On May 8 (BH, SE), a Black-
and-White Warbler caught and swallowed a
2Vs-inch anole and continued searching for
insects with the tip of the tail dangling from
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its mouth. Considered rare on D.T. in spring,
a Swainson’s Warbler ignored pleased ob-
servers Apr. 17 (WR, m.ob., ph. RC). A
singing Swainson’s at Steinhatchee Springs
W.M.A., May 26 (BPM, KG), suggested pos-
sible restoration of its historical breeding
range in Florida. A good count of 20 Ken-
tucky Warblers occurred at Fr. DeSoto Apr. 6
(MSW ez al). After last year’s good show of
Connecticut Warblers in Florida, only a few
were reported this spring, with none at Fr.
DeSoto! More than 100 Hooded Warblers
Hooded Ft. DeSoto Apr. 6 (MSW et al).

GROSBEAKS TO ORIOLES

Blue Grosbeaks and Indigo Buntings were re-
ported in large numbers in Seminole (JGB),
Ft. DeSoto (LSA), Levy, and Alachua during
April (fide BPM). “Very rare” in Florida, with
only about “8 reports,” two & Black-faced
Grassquits were located—one singing at Key
West May 6 (TER.C,, JO, CS) and one n. of
Homestead near a destroyed avocado grove
Mar. 26 (1]JCO). Lark Sparrows have become
very scarce, so two at Delray Beach Mar. 1—25
(RB) was remarkable. During March, a field
w. of Homestead produced excellent numbers
of hard-to-find sparrows for s. Florida: 20
Clay-colored, 8 Field, 15 Grasshopper, 3 Lin-
coln’s, and 20 White-crowned sparrows
(PWS, SAS et al). Farther north, White-
crowneds totaled 8 at L. Wales Mar. 13 (PJF)
for a good numbser. The wintering Henslow’s
Sparrow in Lake stayed until Mar. 6 (JGB,
TR). The wintering flock of five Yellow-head-
ed Blackbirds 20 mi w. of W. Palm Beach was

Black-Whiskered Vireo was banded at
Dog Island, Florida, on April 24, 1993.
Photograph/Duncan Evered

last sighted Mar. 6 (BHH). An ad. & Yellow-
headed was seen daily at a feeder in Hudson
after the Mar. 15 storm, though mid-April.
The “rare” Bronzed Cowbird, with about 25
Florida reports, visited a feeder in Jacksonville
Apr. 1-May 31 (TDW). Only a few Shiny
Cowbirds were evident on D.T. this spring,
but they were scen regularly at Key West (JO),
Levy(DCH et al.), Wakulla (JMS, ph. RWB),
Leon (JMS), and Franklin(DSE). At Ft. DeS-
oto, 34 Orchard Orioles was an impressive
number Apr. 6 (MSW). On the lower e. coast,
many reports of Spot-breasted Orioles were
received, so this species appears to be making
a comeback.

Corrigendum: The Curlew Sandpiper sighting
should be deleted (AB 47:83).

Contributors {subregional editors in boldface):
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ton, S.C. Backes, J.L. Baker, R.L. Ballman,
J.W. Ballman, R.W. Ballman, C. Barnskov,
T.H. Below, L. Bielsa, Tom Bishop, S.
Bollinger, R. Bowen, Bob Bradbury, ].G.
Bretz, ]J. M. Brooks, K. Carlson, J.E. Ca-
vanagh, B. Center, Ted Center, D. Cooley, R.
Cressman, R. Collins {RCo), S. Eckart, D.S.
Evered, J. Fitzparrick, PJ. Fellers, Don Ford,
D.W. Freeman, K. Garren, C.L. Geanangel,
W. George, D. Goodwin, B. Hallert, P. Halli-
day, D.C. Henderson, O. Hewitt, ].H. Hin-
termister, W. Hoffman, B.H. Hope, G.S.
Hunter, H. Kale, S. R. Kohler, H.P. Lan-
gridge, T. Leukering, Guy Lunea, Jim
McKenna (JMc), G. Menk, L.R. Messick,
Jim Morris, B.P. Muschlitz, K.D. Nelson,
J.C. Ogden, Joe Ondrejko, G. Parsons, R.T.
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With the exception of one warm
period in early May, spring was
dominated by cooler-than-normal
temperatures that delayed the mi-
gration of most species by up to 2
weeks. The exception to this rule
occurred on a few days in May,
when warm fronts nudged into the
southwest, carrying a flood of mi-
grants, Observers south of the line
from Hamilton to Sarnia raved
about the finest birding in many
years, while those to the north
lamented yet another dismal
spring. ’
Diving ducks (primarily mol-
lusk feeders), continuing the trend
of recent years, scaged in large
(sometimes record) numbers on
Lakes Ontario and Erie early in the
period. Most migrant waterfowl
were impeded by frozen bodies of
water into early April in the south
and into late April in the north.
High water levels across the Region
restricted migrant shorebirds to a

o Sault St. Marie
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few scattered beaches and whatever sewage la-
goons happened to be drawn down during
their passage. Passerine numbers in May were
generally impressive in the south, less so in
the north. Peak movements occurred May
8th to the 1oth and 18th to the 23rd.

Apart from some of the diving ducks,
strong passage was noted for Red-throated
Loons, Brants, and Sandhill Cranes. Species
in low numbers included Canvasbacks, Red-
heads, and Tree Swallows. Rarities included
Brown Pelicans, Ontario’s first and 2nd Gar-
ganeys, Snowy Plovers, Rock Wrens, Kirt-
land’s and Swainson’s Warblers, and Painted
Buntings. All rarities mentioned in the report
are subject to the approval of the Ontario
Bird Records Committee (O.B.R.C.).
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Adult Yellow-crowned Night-Heron at Dundas

Marsh, Ontario, on May 19, 1993.
Photograph/Robert G. Finlayson.

Abbreviations: Pelee (Pr. Pelee N.P and
vicinity); PEPt. (Prince Edward Pt);
L.PB.O. (Long Pt Bird Observatory);
T.C.B.O. (Thunder Cape Bird Observarory).
Algonquin, Presqu’ile, and Rondeau are
Provincial Parks. Place names in italicsrefer to
counties or Regional municipalities.

LOONS TO IBISES

With increased coverage of the Bruceshore of
L. Huron during the past 3 years, a major in-
land staging area for Red-throated Loons has
been discovered. The first group of six arrived
off Pt. Clark Apr. 8 (AM), building to a peak
of 200 near Kincardine by Apr. 22 (GS). Oth-
er highs in the province included 31 at Hamil-
ton Apr. 8 (RC, JD) and a season total of 32 at
Thunder Cape, with five each May 16 & 30
(T.C.B.O.). Mixed in with this migration was
an ad. Pacific Loon at Thunder Cape May 13
(MH, DS). Another individual was on L.
Ontario off Pickering May 4 (MH, m.ob.).
The inaugural Manitoulin I. Com. Loon
Count tallied 941 birds May 2 (JN). Other
large numbers were 150 at PE.Pt., Apr. 24
(K.EN.), and 120 at Rondeau May 16 (SC).
Horned and Red-necked Grebe migration
was lackluster, with the exception of a count
of sso Horneds and 75 Red-neckeds at
PE.DPt., Apr. 24 (JE, RDW). Also of note were
150 Red-neckeds off Murphy Pt., Manitoulin,
Apr. 23 (JN). Lone Eared Grebes were at
Puslinch L., Wellington, Apr. 17 (AS et al),
Rondeau May 2 (JP), and Burlington May 3
(DP et al).

Two Am. White Pelicans near Sault Ste.
Marie May 3—9 (DW) were the only extralim-
itals for the season. An imm. Brown Pelican
seen Mar. 14 at Holiday Beach, Esex, (JL),
likely a victim of the mid-March “storm of
the century,” was probably the same bird seen
Apr. 30 at Saginaw, MI. An ad. Great Cor-
morant was seen flying by Amherst 1., May 15
(RDW er al). Reports of Great Egrets were
widespread, with one as far north as Cobden
Apr. 17-18 (KH). Sightings of Snowy Egrets
were lower than usual, with individuals at
London May 8 (CH) and Ottawa May 9 (TH
et al). Marching that total were Little Blue
Herons at St. Clair N.W.A., Kent, Apr.
23-May 18 (RM) and Long Point May 5 & 19
(AM & RR, DA). Away from s.w. Ontario,
the only Cattle Egret seen was at Wesleyville
May 28 (PB). The lone Yellow-crowned
Night-Heron was at Dundas Marsh May 1622
{BDu, JS). With the exception of one Glossy
Ibis reported at Cooper Marsh, Stormont,
May 22 (fide LN), abservers could not be
specific about the other 11 dark ibises. Sight-
ings included two at Pelee May 12 {(WL), a
Aock of eight on Pelee I., May 24 (PAW), and
one at Stoney Pt., May 28 (HH).

WATERFOWL

Tundra Swan numbers were noticeably lower
because of the lack of open water throughout
the southwest. Flocks spread inland to feed
and concentrations were absent with the ex-
ception of large numbers near Grand Bend,
where a feeding program attracted a peak of
13,100 birds Mar. 29 (AR). Numbers were
lower at frozen Long Pt., where a peak of 2695
birds Mar. 22 (RK) was below average. Good
numbers of Greater White-fronted Geese ap-
peared, with two at Port Dover Mar. 27 (EC,
AWa), two at Laurel L., Waterloo, Apr. 4 (RD
et al), two at Aylmer Apr. 6 (PR), and one
cach at Bearbrook (RB) and Manotick (MT)
Apr. 11. The Brant flight was early and excep-
tionally strong, with 2000 at Presqu’ile May 8
(AB, AG, CV), 7500 at Millhaven May 9
(K.EN.), and 6000 over Kingston May 15
(K.EN.). Several more flocks of 1000-2500
were noted in the east. The first maxima
Canada Geese molt migrants were 1100 birds
over Evansville May 29 (DB).

Noteworthy concentrations of dabbling
ducks included 75 Wood Ducks at Wildwood
L., Oxford, Apr. 3 (J]MH), 1000, 300, and 200
N. Pintails at Pinery PP, Apr. 17 (AR), Elgin
Mar. 27 (SP), and Wainfleet Mar. 27 (BFa),
respectively, as well as 107 Gadwalls ar Cran-
berry Marsh, Durbham, May 16 (MB). On-
tario’s first Garganey appeared at Micksburg
Apr. 18—22 (CM, m.ob.). Less than a month
later, a 2nd bird was found at Fish Pt., Peleel.,
May 12-15 (PS, m.ob.). The spring’s only
Cinnamon Teal was a male near Forfar, Leeds
Grenville, Apr. 25 (AMe, PH e al). A N.
Shoveler nest with 8 eggs at Townsend May 19
(JMc, AM. &RR) handsomely provided
Huldimand Norfolk’s 2nd confirmed breeding
record. While lower than 1992’ total, five
Eur. Wigeons was a respectable tally. Individ-
uals were seen at Burlington Mar. 8 (RD),

Wainfleet Mar. 27-28 (BFa et al.), Pelee Apr.
1028 (KO, JLe, ]G, m.ob.), Port Royal Apr.
11-May 6 (TS, m.ob.), and Cranberry Marsh
May 2 (m.ob.). A 2nd male at Cranberry
Marsh May 2 (MB) was considered a hybrid
Am. x Eur. Wigeon.

S.A.

Numbers of mollusk-feeding ducks contin-
ued their phenomenal increase both on L.
Ontario at Burlington and on L. Erie at Pelee
and Rondeau. Record counts included
10,000, 7500, and 6750 Greater Scaup at
Rondeau Mar. 27 (SC), Pelee Apr. 15 (AW),
and Burlington Mar. 9 (AW), respectively;
5400 Lesser Scaup at Pelee Apr. 15 (AW); 58
and 32 Surf Scoters at Pelee Apr. 29 (AW), and
Burlington Matr. 9 (AW), respectively; 11,100
White-wingeds at Burlington Mar. 9 (AW);
and 7000 and 4950 Com. Goldeneyes at
Rondeau Mar. 21 (SC) and Burlington Mar. 9
(AW), respectively. High counts elsewhere in-
cluded 3000 Greater Scaup at Presqu'ile Mar.
27 (TB), 3000 White-winged Scoters at
PE.Pt., Apr. 24 (K.EN.), and 4000 Com.
Goldeneyes at Wolfe 1., Frontenac, Apr. 4 (JE,
RDW).

Numbers began increasing at Pelee in 1988,
paralleling the increase in Zebra Mussels
there. As the mussels increased castward
along L. Erie and into w. L. Ontario, so too
did the diving ducks feeding on them. Close
observations of these ducks actually feeding
on the mussels, as well as examination of
stomach contents of specimens, have sup-
ported the postulation that the increase in
numbers of these ducks is directly related to
the spread of the Zebra Mussel in the lower
Great Lakes and that their numbers will con-
tinue to increase and spread with the mussel
(AW, JHL, C.F-N.)

Among the thousands of ducks, an imm.
d Com. Eider was at Burlington Mar. 6-Apr.
4 (JPo, BW, ASa, m.ob.), as were up to nine
Kings Mar. 6-Apr. 4 (m.ob.). Other Kings
were at Long Pr., Apr. 22 (PR, PC, JDi), and
Pelee Apr. 27-May 4 (L & WE). Six sightings
of Harlequin Ducks was above average. Sin-
gles included the Burlington female present
from the winter until Apr. 4 (m.ob.), one at
Cranberry Marsh Mar. 28 (RP), the first
spring records for Pelee Apr. 15-May 2 (AW,
m.ob.) and Long Pt., Apr. 28 (MR, SL, v.0.),
one at Reid Pr., Bruce, May 3 (PL, B. & DF),
and two at Kincardine May 6+ (AM, v.0.).
Barrow’s Goldeneyes included an overwinter-
ing male at Oakville to Mar. 7 (m.ob.), two at
Pt. Abino, Niagara, Apr. 46 (WD, v.0.),and a
record-late Frontenac sighting at Wolfe I.,
Apr. 25 (JE, RDW).

Sightings of Tufted Ducks continued at a
record pace in s. Ontario. Birds remaining
from the winter included the male at Hamil-
ton’s Windemere Basin, staying until May 29
{m.ob.), and possibly the female at Toronto’s
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Male Garganey at Pelee Island, Ontario, May
13, 1993. The second record for the province,
it followed the first record by less than a
month. Photograph/lames N. Flynn.

Blufter’s Park from Jan. 14, seen again Mar. 7
(RS). New sightings included an imm. male
at Burlington Mar. 9—29 (AW, m.ob.), a male
at Pelee, for the park’s first record, Mar. 28
(AW, SPi ez al.), and Presqu’ile’s first, a female
Apr. 12-26 (GC, v.0.). At least two on L. On-
tario this year were banded, raising some
question as to their origin.

VULTURES TO CRANES

A Turkey Vulture at Port Stanley Mar. 7 (RH)
likely wintered there. Pelee’s annual Missis-
sippi Kite appeared May 1617 (KM, GN ez
al). There were no details for one reported at
Blenheim May 13 (PLo, DWha). Bald Eagle re-
ports were too numerous to detail, although a
kettle of irat Rainy R., Apr. 11 (M & DE), was
noteworthy. Record day counts at the Beamer
Hawkwatch, Grimsby, included so Cooper’s
and 449 Red-shouldereds Apr. 5 (N.PH.).
Three Swainson’s Hawks were reported, in-
volving two birds at Beamer, one each Apr. 20
& 27 (GM), and a light-morph bird at
Atikokan May 7 (DG). A respectable 16
Golden Eagles were reported, mainly from c.
Ontario. Peregrines totaled 23, right on the
10-year average. Lingering Gyrfalcons includ-
ed one at Sault Ste. Marie to Mar. 20 (EC,
v.0.); two at Ottawa, one remaining until Apr.
20 (BD, m.ob.); one on Amherst I. until Mar.
7 (DSh,SH); four at Thunder Bay, with one
until Mar. 29 (m.ob.); and one at the Gore
Bay Airport Apr. 10 (RTa et al).

Observations of Yellow Rails included Al-
gonquin’s first record May 23 (MRu, WC,
PBu), a notable 12 birds n. of Rainy R., May
28 (DE et al.), and reports from Durham and
Victoria May 22 & 31, respectively (fide B.J.).
King Rails were heard at Turkey Pt., Apr. 23
{DA), and Pelee May 12 (WL, DGa). A record
199 Sandhill Cranes were counted across the
province during the period. In the north,
noteworthy concentrations were 56, 42, and
35 at Massey Apr. 25 (JN), Shipsands L.,
Cochrane, May 22 (M.R.N.), and Cochrane
May 29 (LT), respectively. In the south, 6 mi-
grants passed through Pelee Mar. 28-May 16
{m.ob.) and 10, four of which were resident,
were seen at Long Pt., Mar. 19+ (m.ob.). For
the 2nd year, a pair was seen with young at
Grass L. , Waterloo (m.ob.), in mid-May.

SHOREBIRDS TO TERNS

Lack of habitat was assumed to be responsible
for a paucity of shorebirds in many areas, al-
though the period was not without high-
lights. Very notable was a tally of 5000 Black-
bellied Plover in Dover Twp., Kent, May 24 (]
& JM, S & GPo). Ontarios 3rd Snowy
Plover, a male, appeared at Strathroy Apr. 27
(H & SI). Ninety-five Semipalmated Plovers
at Aylmer W.M.A., May 28 (DM), was an ex-
ceptionally high number. The only Piping
Plover was a lonely male displaying at Long
Pr., May 26 & 28 (L.P.B.O.). For the 4th con-
secutive spring, Am. Avocets appeared, with
two at Port Elgin May 25 (AM), likely the
same two just n. at Southhampton May 16
(MC, m.ob.), and one each at Nonquon,
Durbam, May 21-28 (JS, m.ob.) and Holland
Landing May 22+ (J & KMn, m.ob.). Whim-
brels were noted in slightly sub-par numbers,
although the passage on Manitoulin’s . shore
exceeded 1600 birds May 18—25 (JN). The
only Hudsonian Godwit was a bird at Toron-
to May 19 (GSa). Marbled Godwits matched
their 10-year average at 6 birds, with singles at
Cranberry Marsh (RG, TSm) and Cloud
Bay, Thunder Bay (GW, MM), both May 1, at
Pelee May 6-7 (PRo), and three at Hurkett
May 17 (SBr).

A Red Knot at Pelee May 11 (AR, v.0.) was
early, while 250 at Cobourg May 29 (RP) was
avery high count. Thunderstorms and strong
NW winds across s. Ontario on May 31 pre-
cipitated several high counts of Semipalmat-
ed Sandpipers, including 1000 at Port Stanley
(A & MSm), 750 in Kent (SC), 350 at Tavis-
tock (JMH), 225 at Aylmer W.M.A. (DM),
and 105 at Hamilton (RD). Always unusual in
spring, lone W. Sandpipers were seen at
Maple May 17 (GB) and Port Stanley May 30
(A & MSm, SP, LW), and two were at Wah-
napitae May 25 (CB). An even rarer two
Baird’s were located at Sudbury May 31 (JN)
and a Buff-breasted Sandpiper stopped over
at Pelee May 2223 (G & PD, v.0.). Lingering
very late were two Purple Sandpipers at Nia-
gara Falls May 17 (WD). Single Curlew Sand-
pipers appeared at Bright's Grove May 1720
(RTy, CBu, v.0.) and Oshawa May 30-31
(PBu). Individual Reeves were sighted at
Nonquon Apr. 28-May 3 (BH, m.ob.), a dif-
ferent, darker bird there May 24 (EA, v.0.),
and at Peters Corners May 12-16 (RC, m.ob.).

S

~ g S B —
A small portion of the massive flock of White-
winged Scoters off Burlington, Ontario, on
March 25, 1993. Photograph/Rlan Wormington.

Increasingly scarce in spring, the only
Franklin's Gull was at Blenheim Apr. 23 (KB).
A single Black-headed Gull was at Presqu’ile
May 28 (SL), providing the park’s 4th record.
For the 4th consecutive spring, California
Gull was recorded, this time an adult at Kin- .
cardine May 26 (AM). An imm. Black-legged
Kittiwake, rare in spring on the Great Lakes,
was seen at Long Pt., Apr. 22 (PP). Arctic
Terns, migrating along the Ottawa R. valley,
peaked at a remarkable 9o birds May 30 (BD,
MG). Ten birds at Wahnapitae May 31 (JN})
were the first for Sudbury and very rare away
from the Ottawa valley. Two Forster’s Terns at
Hurkett May 22 (AH, M & SBr) were Thun-
der Baysfirst.,

OWLS TO SHRIKES
Northern Hawk Owls, remaining from the
winter, involved singles at Sudbury until Mar,
12 (JN), Moscow (] & FB) and Smiths Falls
(B & RDW), both to Mar. 13, and Dunrobin
until Mar. 22 (BD). A Great Gray Ow! at Al-
gonquin May 30 (RL} was likely a resident
bird. Boreal Owls were found at Ottawa Mar.
6 (BD, CT), Algonquin Mar. 26 (MRu, RRu,
PBu), and Tobermory in mid-April (BHa).
Four singing males at Atikokan Mar. 23 (DE,
DG@G) could be heard more than a mile away. A
Com. Nighthawk at Ottawa Apr. 15 (MG) was
record early. Repeating 1992’s records, single
Chuck-will’s-widows were territorial at Long
Pu. (DBr et 4l) and Burpee Twp., Manitoulin
(M & RTa, AM & RR), both May 22+, In the
south, Three-toed Woodpeckers were seen at
Oakville Apr. 5 (DR), Thickson’s Woods,
Durham, Apr.13 (GE et L), and the Doon
Tract, Warerloo, Apt. 15 (PC). Black-backeds,
left from the winter’s southern incursion,
were at Delaware Apr. 19 (AMc) and, a very
late bird, at Turkey Pt., May 7 (S & GPo).
The only Acadian Flycatcher, away from
s.w. areas, was one at PE.Pt., May 24 (K. EN.).
A Least Flycatcher at Cochrane Apr. 23 (DPa)
was astoundingly early. The sole W. Kingbird
was at Whitefish L., Thunder Bay, May 28
(KA, EAr). Haliburtons first Scissor-tailed
Flycatcher was a well-described individual
May 12 (RPo). Most observers commented on
the very low numbers of Tree Swallows, while
Banks had a very strong passage, most no-
tably at Long Pt., May 1420, with a peak of
sooo May 16 (L.PB.0O.). An extralimital
Com. Raven at Long Pt., May 5-6 (L.2B.O.),
might just as well have strayed from the popu-
lation to the south as to the north. Ontario’s
4th, and Pelee’s first, Rock Wren was very co-
operative May 1-6 (M, L, M, & ]JBa, m.ob.).
Long Pts first Mt. Bluebird turned up at Port
Rowan Apr. 3-13 (IB m.ob.). Townsend’s
Solitaires remaining from the winter were at
Thunder Bay until Mar. 26 (SBr) and Toron-
to Mar. 31 (m.ob.). The Varied Thrush at
London overwintered until Mar. 21 (m.ob.).
Reports of N. Mockingbirds continue to in-
crease across central regions, with the most
northerly at T.C.B.O., May 12 (DS). Con-
cern over Loggerhead Shrikes continues, with
just 21 reported. One at Blezard Valley Apr. 6
(JN) was the farthest north.
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Table 1. Totals at Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch
Spring 1993

Species 1993
Turkey Vulture 1852
Osprey 45
Bald Eagle 14
N. Harrier 126
Sharp-shinned Hawk 3475
Cooper's Hawk 209
N. Goshawk 8
Red-shouldered Hawk 1030
Broad-winged Hawk 1963
Swainson's Hawk 2
Red-tailed Hawk 2684
Rough-legged Hawk 35
Golden Eagle 6
Am. Kestrel 93
Merlin 9
Peregrine Falcon 2
Unidentified 533
Total Raptors 12,106
Hours Counted 534
VIREOS TO FINCHES

The 46 White-eyed Vireos seen represent a
continued strong presence. Away from the
southwest, birds were at Toronto May 5
(PSS), Ingersoll May 15-16 (DBu), and
Thickson’s Woods, Durham, May 15 (RT,
v.0.). Cold NW winds on May 22, following a
few days of southerly winds, stalled migration
across a broad front in the south, resulting in
some spectacular passerine (mainly warbler)
counts. Two such counts are chronicled in
Table 2. Blue-winged Warblers continued to
consolidate their hold over Golden-wingeds
in the south. As compared with 42 Blue-
wingeds, just nine Golden-wingeds were cen-
sused at Long Pt. during May (L.PB.O.}. Are
Golden-wingeds retreating into the north?
Witness the singles at Thunder Bay May 9
(NE) and T.C.B.O., May 22 (DS). Individual
Lawrence’s Warblers were seen at Toronto

May 10 (TC), Pelee May 1011 (R & WSt), a

Table 2.. Two high passerine counts:

May 22, 1993

Species Long Pt.* Toronto L1
Least Flycatcher 5§50

Swainson's Thrush 600 12§
Philadelphia Vireo 30

Red-eyed Vireo 450 40
Chestnut-sided Warbler 300

Magnolia Warbler 850 200
Cape May Warbler 75 20
Bay-breasted Warbler 350 250
Blackpoll Warbler 125

Am. Redstart 450 300
Ovenbird 145

Mourning Warbler 10

Common Yellowthroar 150
Wilson's Warbler 175

Canada Warbler 35 20
Lincoln’s Sparrow 150

*1.M. Holdsworth.

TR. Yukich.

female was banded at Long Pt., May 11 (DA,
RK, JDi), and Hamilton May 23 (JK). Peak
counts of warblers, apart from May 22, in-
cluded 100 N. Parulas at Hurkett May 17
(SBr) and 400 Yellows May 10, 250 Magnolias
May 21, an eatly group of 22 Black-throated
Blues May 2, and 1500 Yellow-rumpeds May
21, all at Long Pr. (L.PB.O.). Five Yellow-
throated Warblers was an excellent spring to-
tal, with singles at Long Pt., Apr. 28 (RB,
CW, PG), Toronto May 13 (TSw), Thickson’s
Woods May 13 (MB, v.0.), PE.Pt., May 15
(JPe), and Toronto again May 18 (RTa). On-
tario’s earliest ever Kirtland’s Warbler de-
lighted hundreds of observers at Pelee May 9
(G & EB M & JHu, m.ob.). Four singing &
Prairie Warblers at Burnt L., Maniroulin, May
10+ (DB) would represent a range extension
in the province if breeding were established.
Totals of the “southern” warblers included 19
Prothonotaries, 22 Worm-eatings, 18 Ken-
tuckys, and 77 Hoodeds, representing an av-
erage spring. Extralimitals of this group en-
compassed Prothonotarys at PE.Pt., May 8 &
16 (RD'W, RW, KHe); Worm-eatings at Hol-
land Marsh, Simcoe, May 12 (W', RCo) and
BE.Pt., May 16 (RDW, RBS) & 27 (CBk); a
Kentucky at Lynde Shores C.A., Durbam,
May 22 (DT et al), and six Hoodeds at
PE.Pt., May 8+, with one record-late May 29
(K.EN.). A well-described Swainson’s War-
bler at Sconey Pt., May 6 (EM), ifaccepted by
the O.B.R.C., would supply Ontarios 4th
record.

Summer Tanagers were present in good
numbers. Apart from four at Pelee and two
each at Rondeau and Long Pt., singles were at
Mississagi Light, Maniroulin, May 4 (JN),
Woodstock May 12-15 (C] et al), 2 sightings
of possibly the same bird at Presqu’ile May
2223 (SH,m.ob.), PE.Pt., May 24 (RE, KE,
RDW), and Cameron L., Bruce, May 27
(DWi). An exceptionally early Rose-breasted
Grosbeak was seen at Presquile Apr. 11(SH).
Sightings of Blue Grosbeaks included 2 dif-
fererit females at Pelee May 13—20 (GY,m.ob.)
and May 20 (KX, JF, m.ob.}, as well as a male
at Kingston May 16 (N & PGr). A & Painted
Bunting, seen by several observers at a War-
saw feeder May 6 (JNi, v.0.), fell within the
species’ spring vagrancy period. Oxfords first
Dickcissel was found at Beachville Apr. 27
(JMH). Other lone birds were at Pelee Apr. 29
(SPi) and May 11 (AW ¢t @), Long Pt., May
17 (PP), and Thunder Bay May 25 (L],JW).

The overwintering Lark Sparrow remained
at Guelph until Mar. 22 (m.ob.), while anoth-
er was reported at Harrington Apr. 13 (DBn).
Migrant Henslow’s Sparrows included six at
Pelee Apr. 20-May 15 (m.ob.), two at Long Pt.
May 2 & 4 (L.2B.O.}, and one at Amherst L.,
May 15 (RDW, RBS, MBn). Four Gambell’s
White-crowned Sparrows were observed at
Long Pt., May 5—22, and seven at Pelee May
7—21, while one was at Tavistock May 6
(JMH). Harris’ Sparrows arrived in Atikokan
May 15, 10 days late (DE). Lone extralimitals
were at Bolton Apr. 10 (DMi), an overwinter-
ing bird at Espanola until May 1 (R & WFa,
CBI), and Moosonee May 30 (EH). Singing

W. Meadowlarks in the south were located
at Long Pt. PP, Apr. 8 (DAS, JMc), Port Ry-
erse Apr. 30 (S & GPo), York May 4 (RLu),
Puslinch Twp., Wellington (MCa, v.0.), and
Kanata (RHo), both May 8, and Bruce Twp.,
Bruce, May 25 (AM). Among many sightings
of Yellow-headed Blackbirds, the easternmost
was at Port Hope Apr. 5 (EB). A lone male was
territorial at Big Cr. N.W.A., Norfolk, May
13+ {JR, m.ob.). Easterly Brewer’s Blackbirds
included one at Carlsbad Springs Apr. 1
(MG,SG) and four at PE.Pt., May 1 (K.EN.).
More than 100 pairs were counted along Hwy
6 berween Allenford and Ferndale May 21
(DE ]JI). White-winged Crossbills appeared
in good numbers across the south. A nest
containing 3 eggs at Long Pt. furnished that
area’s first breeding record and Ontario’s most
southern for the species (L.2B.O.). It was
abandoned Apr. 18, likely due to a shortage of
spruce cones. Elsewhere in the south, a dis-
playing pair was noted at Dingman C.A.,
Middlesex, Apr. 25 (H & SI) and 2 recently
fledged young were seen at Ellice swamp,
Waterloo, May 23 (W & HW). A Hoary Red-
poll at Marathon Mar. 21 (WCl) was the only

one reported.
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APPALACHIAN
REGION

George A. Hall

If every season is different, this one
was more so. In contrast to winter’s
slow arrival in late February, early
March brought cold weather and
heavy snowfall. Extremes of tem-
perature and precipitation were ac-
companied by extremes in birding
that ranged from dull to remark-
able. The climax came March 13-15,
with “The Blizzard of '93.” Snowfall
totals varied from 15” in the south-
ern lowlands to 30” in the north,
with greater amounts at the higher
elevations. Several days of record-
breaking cold followed. Early April
was cool with variable rainfall. May
had normal precipitation and was
quite warm. Flowering of eatly veg-
etation had been delayed by the cold
weather, so everything bloomed at
once—and heavily.

The early migrating species were
quite late, partly because of the “Blizzard,”
and most of the March species did not arrive
in the north uniil after Apr. 1. Once the
weather changed, the migration rime-table
accelerated, and many of the late April-May
species arrived early (very early in some cases).
There were no pronounced frontal systems
during May and so, without major ground-
ings, the May migration was generally
thought to be poor. Many birds apparently
overflew the Region .

Other than delaying the migrants, the
“Blizzard” did not have as much effect on the
birds as had been anticipated. Most of the
mortality was in the south, where E. Blue-
birds, which were already nesting, were found
dead in boxes. In Unionand Townes, GA, the
May 8 Spring Count logged fewer of several
permanent residents than had been logged on
the Jan. 2 CBC in the same area (DF). In the
north, most observers found that the snowfall
had little effect on the populations.

Abbreviations: B.E.S.I. (Bald Eagle S.2, Centre
Co., PA); GBWM.A. (Green Bottom
W.M.A., Cabell Co., WV, formerly known as

Glenwood Swamp); M.C.EH. (Minor Clark
Fish Hatchery, Rowan Co., KY); O.R.L. (Ohio
R L. NWR, Parkersburg, WV); PLS.P
(Presque Isle S.P, Erie Co, PA); PN.R. (Powder-
mill Nature Reserve, Westmoreland Co., PA).

LOONS TO IBISES

Red-throated Loons included one at Con-
neaut L., PA, Apr. 10 (Rfl) and two ar Stone
Valley L., PA, Apr. 2223 (GG). An unusually
high number of Com. Loons remained late
into May. A pair of Pied-billed Grebes with
young in Nicholas, WV, May 29 was notewor-
thy for that part of the state (GB). Horned
Grebes were more common than usual.
Three different Red-necked Grebes were pre-
sent near Jersey Shore, PA, Apr. 4-18 (G &
PS), and 2 were seen in Lycoming, PA, Apr.18
(SS). An Eared Grebe wasat P1.S.P, Apr. 18 &
26 (JM). Tennesee’s 4th record of an Aech-
mophorus grebe at Nickajack L., Mar. 1823
proved to be the first positive Clark’s Grebe,
for the state (JPk). Hawkwatchers at Town
Hill, MD, logged 70 Double-crested Cor-
morants for the season, with 33 Apr.4 (JPI),
while 160 were seen flying over an Ohio R. is-

land near Parkersburg, WV, Apr.14
(SM, GH, MS).

A season’s total of 23 Am. Bit-
terns was observed at dusk at
PLS.P, leaving a marsh and flying
N (JM). Other reports came from
| Stone Valley L., PA, Apr. 11 (GG);
S8 B.E.S.P, Apr. 18 (m.ob.}; Conneaut
L Marsh, PA, Apr. 30, May 8 (Rfl);
Ashton, WV, Apr. 29 and
G.BWM.A., May 1 (WA, MG);
and Shady Valley TN, Apr. 25
(WC, ]S). Least Bitterns were re-
ported from PLS.P, May 2122
(m.ob..); Mosquito L. OH, May 15
(CB); G.B.W.M.A., May 1—9 (WA,
MG, IW); and Roanoke VA, (MD,
MS). The two Great Blue Heron
colonies in Mercer, PA, had 775
birds (EB), and O.R 1. reported 287
nests (PM). A Snowy Egret was in
8 Cenrre, PA, May 17 (MH) and a
Tricolored Heron was at L. Chill-
isquaque, Monrour, PA, Apr.1s
(BG). A new Black-crowned Night-
Heron colony of 25 nests was locat-
ed on the Ohio R. 15 mi down-
stream from Huntington, WV
(PM), and 3 pairs of Yellow-
crowned Night-Herons were nest-
ing near Elizabethton, TN (RK). A Glossy
Ibis (ph.) at Apple Grove, WV, May 17-18
(WA er al} was a state first record. Six Glossy
Ibises were at P1.S.P., Apr. 18 (GC).

WATERFOWL

Although generally poor, the waterfowl flight
had a few brighr spots. A new impoundment
{(once opposed by conservationists) at
G.B.W.M.A. produced a good flight. The
Aight was delayed in the north, as the heavy
snow cover prevented the breakup of the ice.
Some concentrations of Tundra Swans were
reported: 1500 at Butler, PA, Mar. 5-6 (GW);
680 at Pymatuning L., PA, Mar. 20 (RA), and
400 at Warren, PA, Mar. 8 (DD). Reports of
small numbers of swans south of the main
flight line came from Meyersdale, PA (TM),
Hardy, WV (AW), Gallipolis Dam, WV,
(WA), and Augusta, VA (YL, CC). Mute
swans were reported from PI.S.P, May 10
(EK) and O.R.I. (PM). Snow Geese were at
B.E.S.P, Mar. 31 (2 blues and 2 whites) (TF &
JSo), at Staunton, VA, Mar. 11 (first spring
record) (YL), at S. Holston L., TN (BC).A &
hybrid Mallard x N. Pintail was seen at
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PLS.P, Mar. 7 (JM). A Eur. Wigeon was seen
in Fayerte, PA, Mar. 11 (DK). More Redheads
and Canvasbacks were reported than usual.
Oldsquaws were unusually widespread and
numerous. They remained quite late, and
many observers in the Region got their first
views of the breeding plumage. The only
Scoter records came from PIL.S.P: Surfs, Mar.
3—31 and Apr. 16-17, and White-wingeds,
Mar. 6-Apr. 15 (JM). A pair of Hooded Mer-
gansers nested in a kestrel box ar Warren, PA

RAPTORS

Two season-long efforts studied the raptor
migration. The group watching along the L.
Erie shore counted 3644 birds of 13 species,
with 1682 Turkey Vultures and 537 Sharp-
shinned Hawks topping the list (JeS, JiS,
JM). Town Hill, MD, rallied 914 birds of 12
species. The high count? 349 Broad-winged
Hawks (JPI).

The Black Vuleure is apparently following
its relative northward. One noted at the Erie
Airport Mar. 30 supplied the 3rd county
record (JM); 2 additional records were fur-
nished in Centre, PA, Mar. 3 (DB & BB) and
Apr. 18 (JP). Ospreys were not widely report-
ed, but Bald Eagles were reported fom 1 lo-
cations throughout the Region, with nest-
ings, in Butler(fide PH) and Warren, PA (fide
WH); 3 nestings in n.e. Ohio (fide CB &
NB); and 4 (possibly 5) nestings in W. Vir-
ginia (CS). Sharp-shinned Hawks were in
good numbers at most places. Three pairs of
N. Goshawks were nesting in Warren, PA
(WH); there were 3 reports from Centre, PA,
one at a late date of May 29 (fide JP), and sin-
gle reports came from Town Hill, MD
(JPland Natrona Heights, PA (PH). Red-
shouldered Hawk numbers are dwindling,
but Red-taileds were thought to be unu-
sually numerous in Allegheny and Butler, PA
(PH.). Rough-legged Hawks were found
again as far south as Highland, VA (J1), while
10 were counted on the L. Erie shore (fide
JM). Twenty Golden Eagles were counted at
Town Hill, MD, with seven Mar. 7 (JPI).
Other reports came from Highland, VA (2
adults and 1 immature Mar. 2; one immature
Apr. 17)(J); Shady Valley, TN, Mar. 6 (JS};
and Orleans, MD, Apr. 18 (MO).

it ol

Glossy Ibis at Apple Grove, West Virginia, on
May 17, 1993. First state record.
Photograph/Wendell Argabrite.

InWarren , PA, 48 nest boxes held 41 nest-
ing pairs of Am. Kestrels (plus the Hooded
Mergansers mentioned above) (D & BW). At
least 10 Merlins were seen during the season at
PI.S.P and the L. Erie shore (JM), and a total
of 11 were recorded flying along the Ohio R.
(PM). Other reports came from S. Avis, PA,
Apr. 15 (first county record) (P & GS), Centre,
PA, May 1 (JSo), and Town Hill., MD, Mar.
30 (JP1). Six Peregrines were reported: Unicoi,
TN, Mar. 4 (FA & RMa); Sullivan, TN, Mar.
31 (JF); Roanoke, VA, May 2 (MD); Ligonier,
PA, May 22 {MR); and Erie, PA, Mar.31 and
Apr. 1 (Je & JiS), Apr. 30 (JM). Peregrines did
not return to the 1992 nesting site in West

Virginia (CS)

TURKEYS TO SHOREBIRDS

Wild Turkeys are faring well in e. Ohio and
W. Virginia. The Bobwhite has disappeared
from most of its previous range in the north; a
noticeable decline has disappointed observers
in n.e. Tennessee, where the Elizabethton
Spring Count averaged 11.4 per year for
1989-1993, compared with 38.2 for 1969-1973
(RK).

Two pairs of Virginia Rails were present at
Phipps Bend, TN, and one bird at Kingsport,
TN, May 11, (RK) and 3 pairs were thought to
be nesting at G.B.W.M.A. (WA). The only
reports of Sandhill Cranes came from n.
Georgia, May 3-27, peaking at 420 in
Whitfeld, Mar s (J]).

Good or better shorebird Hights were re-
ported at most locations. The new impound-
ment at G.B.W.M.A. was especially produc-
tive. In e. Tennessee, the flight was “unre-
markable” (RK), and high water levels at
M.C.EH. produced a sub-par migration
(FB). The common “peeps” and both Yel-
lowlegs were in good numbers, but the gem of
the season was the usually rare White-
rumped Sandpiper, reported in numbers
from all parts of the Region. Pectoral and W.
sandpipers were also sighted in better-than-
normal numbers.

The shorebird of the year was West Vir-
ginias first Black-necked Sult (ph.) at
G.B.W.M.A., May15-18 (WA, m.ob.) .Other
“goodies” were Lesser Golden-Plover, PLS.P,
Apr. 29 (JM); Black-bellied Plover, Sand Cr.,
WV, May 13 (first local spring record) (KC);
Willet, PLS.P, May 15 (JM), and
G.B.W.M.A., May 16 (WA & JH); Upland
Sandpiper, Tucker, WV, May 8 (JP); Whim-
brel, PL.S.P, 14 sighted May 1623 (JM);
Marbled Godwit, P1.S.P, May 12 {(2nd spring
record for county (JM & EK); Ruddy Turn-
stone, South Avis, PA, May 25 (G & PS);
Baird’s Sandpiper, Wise, VA, May 24 (RP);
Short-billed Dowitcher, Erse, PA, Apt. 15 (ear-
liest spring record for county) (JiS);
G.B.W.M.A., May 12 (52 birds) & 18 (WA),
and Waod, WV, May 8 (first local spring
record) (fide JE); and Wilson's Phalarope,
PLS.P, May 15-25 (m.ob.). .

GULLS TO FLYCATCHERS
The once rare Laughing Gull was reported
from PLS.P, May 21 &23 (JM), and State

College, PA, Apr. 26 (NBo). The northward
migration of Bonaparte’s Gull crosses the
mountains in the s. part of the Region. This
year it was widespread from w. North Caroli-
na to w. Maryland and e. Kentucky, with no
reports to the north. The Lesser Black-backed
Gull reported at Nickajack L., TN, in the
winter report remained at least until Mar. 23
(JPk). This species was also reported from
PLS.P, Apr. 12 &17 (JM). Other unusual
gulls at PL.S.P. were Franklin’s Apr. 17 (L &
JM), Little Apr. 17 (JM), and Glaucous Apr.
15 (GR) & 1730 (JM).27—30.
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Long-eared Owl near Warren, Ohio, on March
26, 1993. Photograph/Carole Babyak.

Caspian Terns were seen in Augusta, VA,
Apr. 10 (early) (YL), South Holston L., TN,
Apr. 25 (WC), and G.B.W.M.A,, May 8 (MG
& WA). Common Terns were seen at
M.C.EH., Apr. 8 (FB), Butler, PA, Apr. 10
(DBy), Stone Valley L., PA, Apr. 26 (GG) and
G.B.W.M.A., May 8 (WA & MG). Forster’s
Terns were at Boone L., TN, May 16 (RK), L.
Shenandoah, VA, Apr. 26 (CZ) and at 2 loca-
tions on the Ohio R., Williamstown, WV,
May 8 (PM) and Huntington, WV, Apr. 25
(WA). Black Terns arrived at PL.S.P, May 8
and were defending territories by the end of
the period (JM). Other reports came from
G.B.W.M.A., May 12 (WA) and Conneaut
Marsh, PA, May 19 (Ril)

Black-billed Cuckoos yielded more than
the usual number of reports. As usual, the
only Barn Owl reports came from the Eliza-
bethton, TN, area (3 nesting sites) (RK), and
the Shenandoah Valley, VA (3 sites) (RS). A
total of 16 Long-eared Owls (most ever) were
at PL.S.P. during the season, with 10 found
Apr. 10 (DDr). Other reports came from
Moraine S.P, PA, to Mar. 21 DDr) and War-
ren, OH, Mar. 26 (CB). There were two Erie,
PA, reports of Short-eared Owls, Mar. 31(JeS)
and Apr. 18 GC), but the Clarion, PA, and Jef-
ferson, OH, stations for this species did not
report. Northern Saw-whet Owls were at 8 lo-
cations. Migrants were at PL.S.P,, up to 4 to
Mar. 28 (DDr), Sheffield, PA, Mar. 8 &10
{CN), Moraine S.B, PA, to Mar. 24 (DDr).
Probable breeding records came from Roan
Mt, TN, May 6 (MB); Unaka Mt., TN, May
6 (RMa); Cranesville, Swamp MD/WYV, 3
calling, Apr. 24 (MO); Barton Knob, WV,
May 7 (TK), and Canaan Valley, WV, May 14
(JP). There were reports of 3 Chuck-will’s-
widows in Augusta, VA (fide RS). Most heart-
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ening is the report of 22 Whip-poor-wills
heard on a 2.5-mi stretch of road in Cenzre,
PA, May 16 (JP). Olive-sided Flycatchers
were more widely reported than usual:
PLS.P, May 31 (JM); Elk, PA, May 26 (LC);
PN.R., May 20 & 21 (RCL, RM); Shenan-
doah, VA, May 8 (DDv), Wise, VA, May
14-15 (RP); and the Appalachian Trail near
Mt. Rogers, VA, May 23 (RY). An E. Wood
Pewee in Centre, May 2 was quite early for
that location (J & BP), but this species was
generally in low numbers, with none banded
at PN.R. (RM, RCL). An Acadian Fycatcher
in Centre, PA, May 2 was early (] & BP) buta
Least Flycatcher in Elf, PA, Apr. 11 (DWo)
was extremely early. There had been some ap-
prehension that E. Phoebe populations
might have been depleted by the “Blizzard”
but, although arrival was late at most places,
numbers seemed quite normal.

SWALLOWS TO VIREOS
Twelve pairs of Tree Swallows nested at
Austin Springs, TN, where they have now be-
come regular (RK). In its 4th year, the new
colony of Cliff Swallows at L. Arthur, PA,
boasted 45 nests (PH.).

The Com. Raven nest on the mine struc-
ture in Somerset, PA, failed this year, but an-
other on a railroad bridge succeeded (TM}.
The only reports of Red-breasted Nuthatches
came from the breeding grounds in Tennessee
(RMa) and West Virginia (GAH), where they
were in low numbers .

A good candidate for a “Blizzard” casualty
was the Carolina Wren, but apparently they
came through the ordeal in fine shape. House
Wrens were in good numbers and one at But-
ler, PA, Mar. 30 was about 3 weeks early
(MG). That no Bewick’s Wrens were reported
is getting to be a standard sentence for every
seasonal account. Sedge Wrens were seen at
G.B.W.M.A,, Apr. 10 and May 8 (MG, WA).
Marsh Wrens were in Centre, PA, May 2 (JF)
and at Mosquito L., OH, May 8 &i15 (CB).

Eastern Bluebirds in the north generally
arrived after the blizzard, so no unusual mor-
tality was evident. The migration of spotted
thrushes was very poor at most sites, echoed
by the scarcity of Hermit and Swainson’s
thrushes in the West Virginia spruce belt
(GB, GAH). And the number of Wood
Thrushes banded at N.R. was the lowest in
10 years (RCL, RM). A Varied Thrush was
found in Erée, PA, Mar. 10—21 {CBr, ph.).

American Pipits were in Centre, PA, Mar.
20 (HH) and Apr. 6 (JFo), in Butler, PA, Apr.
10 (DBy) & 26 (MG), and at Boone L., TN,
Mar. 15 (8St), remaining at S. Avis, PA, until
May 18 (P & GS). The N. Shrike that had
wintered near PN.R. was last seen Mar. 6
(DK). Another was found at PL.S.P, Mar.
8—22 (JM, DDr). After a respectable winter
showing in n.e. Tennessee, spring had few re-
ports of Loggerhead Shrike (RK). From s.-c.
Pennsylvania came the good news of 2 Log-
gerhead nests in Franklin and one in Adams
(KG).The only other report came from Au-
gusta, VA, Mar. 24 (YL).

Five White-eyed Vireos at PLS.R, May

2-10 {(JM, WS, RB), were noteworthy so far
north. Red-eyed Vireos were in good, or even
very good, numbers throughout, but the Yel-
low-throated Vireo continues its gradual de-
cline.

WARBLERS TO FINCHES

The warbler Hight was rated uneventful to
poor. It started early, but the birds dribbled
through, some still moving in late May. The
locally breeding species seemed to be in the
usual numbers, but most transient species
were missing or in low numbers. That the
weather was favorable for overflights by the
transient species was evidenced by the occur-
rence of such southern species as Prairie,
Worm-eating, and Kentucky warblers at
PLS.E. (JM). An exception was the Yellow-
rumped Warbler, which staged a fairly heavy
flight. Some locations had unusually high
numbers of N. Parulas as well. The Orange-
crowned Warbler that wintered at Hunting-
ton, WV, was last seen Mar. 23 (MK). The
only other report was from RLS.P., May 21
(JM). The Yellow-throated Warbler contin-
ues to move northward, with reports from Ly-
coming (SS) and Warren, PA, where it oc-
curred last year (DW). From the newly estab-
lished O.R.I. comes information of nesting
Prothonotary Warblers in Werzel, Wood, and
Pleasants, WV (PM). Yellow-breasted Chats
remain scarce in the Region. Two different
“Brewster's” Warblers appeared at Wise,VA,
May 14 & 24 (RP) and a “Lawrence’s” War-
bler was seen at Waterstreet, PA, May 4 (GG
& DKy).

Pennsylvania, on April 21, 1993.
Photograplvlerry McWilliams.

From Dalton, GA, came reports of large
numbers of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks at feed-
ers, and 18, mostly males, at one time at a
feeder, Apr. 20 (HD) must have been quite a
sight. May 8, 24 grosbeaks were seen at the
summit of Brasstown Bald, GA (DF). Dalton
also had a major influx of Indigo Buntings,
many at feeders, Apr.12-May 6 (HD). To put
the icing on the cardinaline cake, not one—
but two—Painted Buntings added local col-
or to Stuart’s Draft, VA, Apr. 15+ (JW, LG,
ph.) and to Fairview, PA, Apr. 2027 (D &
RR, ph.), the first recent record for the state.

Three Grasshopper Sparrows on territory
in Buncombe, NC, a relatively new location
(RY), were of interest, as were the 10

Henslow’s Sparrows viewed in a field in Cen-
tre, PA, during mid-May (JFo). The first
Henslow’s Sparrow in 15 years was banded at
PN.R., May 8 (RCL, RM). A Sharp-tailed
Sparrow discovered May 14 at Austin Springs,
TN, represented the 2nd local spring record
(RK). An “Oregon” Junco was at P1.S.P, Apr.
7 (JM). The sole report of Lapland Longspur
came from Somerset, PA, Mar. 5 (TM); the
only Snow Buntings mentioned were at S.
Avis, PA, Mar. 9-18 (G & PS).

A 3 Brewer’s Blackbird was seen at More-
head, KY, Apr. 26 (FB). Most unusual was the
N. Oriole that showed up at McVeytown, PA,
Matr.14, the day after the blizzard (MKe).

Small numbers of Red Crossbill were re-
ported in the s. highlands. Common Red-
polls were at Edray, WV, Mar. 12-14 (fide GB)
and at McVeytown, PA, Mar. 14 (MKe). Pine
Siskin numbers were low. The finch of the
year was the Am. Goldfinch, which seemed to
appear in the hundreds at every feeder at scat-
tered locations throughout the Region. The
only reports of Evening Grosbeaks came from
Augusta,VA, Mar. 2 (YL) and Huntingdon,
PA, Mar. 20 (DKy).
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Nick Bolgiano (NBo), Richard Bollinger
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(CBr), Edward Brucker, Nancy Brundage
(NB), Fred Busroe, Dick Byers (DBy) Crista
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Churchill, Wallace Coffey, Greg Cook, Brian
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(DDv), Harriett DiGioia, Dan Doherty
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Geibel, Linda Geoghagan, Paul Hess, Steve
Hubbard (JH), John Irvine, Jeff Jagoditsch,
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garet Kenepp (MKe), Rick Knight, Don
Koch (DK), Ed Kwater, Dave Kyler (DKy),
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Stamm, Craig Stihler, Stan Strickland (SSt) ,
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WESTERN GREAT
LAKES REGION

James Granlund

Throughout spring the Region had lower-
than-average temperatures and above-normal
precipitation, particularly in March, when
several massive winter storms passed through.
April temperatures were closer to normal, but
May remained cool until the very end of the
month.

The overall migration received mixed re-
views. Waterfowl migration was reportedly
late and numbers down in all 3 states. The wet
weather provided good shorebird habitat
throughout the Region; however, very few
concentrations of migrants were reported.
The warbler migration in Wisconsin was re-
ported as spotty and poor, while both Min-
nesota and Michigan reported one of the best
migrations in several years. Rarities reported
during the season included first state records
for Wilson’s Plover and Virginia’s Warbler in
Michigan and the first confirmed record of
Great-tailed Grackle and second record for
Garganey in Minnesota.

Abbreviations: M.B.R.C. (Michigan Bird
Records Committee); W.A. (Wildlife Area);
W.P.B.O. (Whitefish Point Bird Observatory,
Chippewa, MI); p.a. (pending acceptance).

LOONS TO IBISES
In Michigan, W.PB.O. reported 151 Red-
throated Loons, slightly above the 10-year
average of 150. Common Loon numbers con-
tinue to decline at W.P.B.O., with a record-
low total this season of 3826, far below the
10-year average of 6,200 and the record-high
total of 9267 reported in 1989. A Red-necked
Grebe lingered May 14+ unusually
far south at Nayanquing, Bay, MI
(RW, MW). Wisconsin reported
Eared Grebes from 7 counties, in-
cluding four on Goose Pond, Co-
lumbia, May 31 (PA) and possible
nesting in Dunn., Michigan had re-
ports May 17 in Coopersville, O
tawa (CR), Mar. 10-May at the
Muskegon Wastewater, Muskegon
(m.ob.), and Mar. 27 at St. Joseph,
Berrien (WB). Minnesota had its
1oth record for Clark’s Grebe, an
individual appearing May 1 in Tra-
verse at the same location at which
possible nesting occurred in 1991;
two were present May 25. In Wis-
consin, Am. White Pelicans were
reported from about 10 locations,
with 2 maximum of 40 individuals.
Michigan also had a good migra-
tion, including an individual May
14 at Waterloo, Washtenaw (RWy,
DC, DB, MB), providing only the
2nd county record. Unexpected in
Michigan was an imm. Brown Pel-
ican Apr. 30 on a small pond along

Feilton Praine
. .

interstate 75 in Saginaw (RSe, WW); the
record is pending review by the M.B.R.C. An
Am. Bittern Mar. 29 in Becker (BB) provided
the earliest ever record of this species for Min-
nesota. Snowy Egrets were reported from 2
locations in Michigan and Minnesota and 4
locations in Wisconsin, with possible nesting
near Green Bay. Little Blue Herons were re-
ported Apr. 25 in Madison and May 9 in Dane
(KB) in Wisconsin, and May 11-12 in Yellow
Medicine, MN (JH), and May 19 in Kent, MI
(BG, RG). Cattle Egrets appeared in out-
standing numbers, with 2 minimum of 105
seen in Minnesota, groups of 10-70 in scat-
tered locations in s. and c. Wisconsin and re-
ports from 6 counties in Michigan. Michigan
reported Yellow-crowned Night-Herons Apr.
28 in Berrien (DS) and May 22 in Graziot(JR,
m.ob.). Minnesota had individuals Apr.
17-20 in Hennepin (fide PB) Apr. 23 in Murray
(ND), and May 21 in Coztonwood (ED), while
Wisconsin reported one May 3 in Dane (SR).
A Glossy Ibis May 10 in Berrien (RS} provid-
ed a rare spring record for Michigan.

WATERFOWL

The only Ross’ Goose report for the Region
came Apr. 2425 from Lac Qui Parle, MN
(MBu, FE). A Garganey seen May 1—5 in
Jackson (m.ob.) was the first to be pho-
tographed, providing Minnesota with its
2nd record. Also in Minnesota a pair of Cin-
namon Teal was located Apr. 2425 in Lac
Qui Parle (MBu, FE), while a single at a dif-
ferent location was there May 3. A Eur
Wigeon present Apr. 5—21 provided a first
county record for Berrien, M1 (RS), while in
Minnesota another was seen Apr. 20-May 4
in Wright (GS, m.ob.). Impressive were the
6500 Greater Scaup encountered Mar. 18 in
Milwaukee, WI (MK). Harlequin Ducks
overwintered to Mar, 27 in Ottertail, MN
(DM, SM) and Apr. 16 in Milwaukee, WI

Rasca State Park

MINNESOTA

Mille Lacs L@

 Big Stone NWR

WISCONSIN

* Eau Clare

Minneapolis e o St Paul
Biack Dog L.

(m.ob.) with three at that location Mar. 26
(MK). Oldsquaw remained late and in excel-
lent numbers in Michigan with 3100 on Apr.
10 at Tawas Point, fosco (RW, BBe) and 2,100
on Mar. 21 in Manistee (BA). Also unusual in
Manistee were 1750 White-winged Scoters
Mar. 21 (BA). Two ? Barrow’s Goldeneyes
Mar. 15-16 in Milwaukee (DG) provided a

rare spring record for Wisconsin.

RAPTORS

The 13,887 diurnal raptors counted at
W.PB.O. was the 2nd lowest total since 1983
and well below the 16,848 average. Much of
this lower total can be explained by the 2nd
consecutive year of very low totals for Broad-
winged and Sharp-shinned hawks. At a newer
Michigan hawkwatch location in Port Cres-
cent S.R, Huron, numbers were good, no-
tably 1202 Turkey Vultures, 637 Red-tailed
Hawks, and a peak of five Golden Eagles Apr.
18 (fide ME). Golden Eagles were also more
numerous in Minnesota, reported in 8 coun-
ties, while one Apr. 17 in Wood, W1, was con-
sidered worthy of note. A Mississippi Kite in
Berrien, May 11 would provide only the 7th
Michigan record for this species, if accepted
by the M.B.R.C. A Prairie Falcon was report-
ed Apr. 4 from Columbia (BHet al.), securing
a rare Wisconsin record, while in Minnesota,
where the species is uncommon in spring, an
individual was reported Mar. 21 in Wilkin
(DM, SM). Peregrine Falcons were reported
from 22 Minnesota counties, well above the
1992 number of 16 counties. A Gyrfalcon was
reported Mar. 7 in Wilkin, MN (DM, SM).

RAILS TO SHOREBIRDS

Yellow Rails were reported from Michigan at
Seney N.W.R. as well as an unusual record of
a bird hit by a car Apr. 25 in suburban Livio-
nia, Wayne it was rehabilitated and later re-
leased (MKi). Minnesota had reports from §
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counties, including an unusual report of 2
birds May 30 in Grand Marais, Cook (KE)
and a possible migrant May 4 in Dakota
(KBa). Wisconsin reported birds from 6
counties, with a maximum of 5 birds May 21
in Green L. (TS). In Wisconsin King Rails
were reported from 4 counties, while Michi-
gan’s only report was May 16 near Mud L.,
Washtenaw (MK, BP). A Wilson’s Plover
May 1~7 at Tawas Point S.B, losco (MW,
m.ob.) provided a first state record for Michi-
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Male Garganey taking flight in Jackson County,
Minnesota, on May 3, 1993. Second state
record. Photograph/Peder Svingen.

gan. Piping Plovers continue to decline
throughout the Region, with Wisconsin re-
porting no sightings, Minnesota having
sightings only in Lake-of-Woods and Michi-
gan having small number of birds at their tra-
ditional locations. Unusual were inland sight-
ings of Whimbrel in Wisconsin in Ouzagamie
May 17 (BH), Madison May 29 (PA), and
Mead W.A. in late May. In Michigan the 172
Wimbrels tallied at W.PB.O. was well below
the 10-year average of 251. The Hudsonian
Godwit flight was characterized as poor in

while Michigan had reports May 1—2 at
Nayanquing, Bay (RW, SRo) and May 18 at
W.PB.O. In Wisconsin, Marbled Godwits
were reported from 6 counties the maximum
being 16 at Ashland May 14 (DV), while in
Michigan five were seen Apr. 25 in Monroe
(DB} and two in Marguerte May 4 (FT, LT).
In Minnesota, Red Knot numbers were well
up from last year’s five birds with reports of
four in St. Louis May 23 (PB), one May 24 in
Hennepin (SC) and May 28 in Clearwater
(AB), and two in Lake-of-Woods, May 30
(KBa). Wisconsin had inland reports from
Oshkoshand Dodge, while in Michigan the 29
counted at W..B.O. was a new high total,
eclipsing last year’s 23. In Wisconsin a white-
morph Ruff was recorded May 4 e. of Shioc-
ton, Outagamie(DNet al)

JAEGERS TO TERNS

After last year’s absence, Parasitic Jaegers re-
turned to W.PB.O. with reports May 22 & 29
as well as an unidentified jaeger May 30. In
Minnesota where the species is extremely rare
in spring, an ad. light-morph was reported
May 2431 in Duluth (fide KE). A very early
Laughing Gull was reported Mar. 22 in
Berrien, MI (RS), while a more timely bird

Wisconsin, with a maximum of 10 birds seen,-

was seen Apr. 22 in Houston, MN (KBa). A
first-summer Lictle Gull was reported May 14
at Agassiz NWR (AEer 4l.), an unusual loca-
tion for Minnesota, while in Wisconsin Ash-
land had only its 2nd record for this species
May 19 (DV). In Michigan Little Gulls were
seen May 7-8 at Tawas Pt., Josco (JF, BBe,
BGr) and May 19 at W.P.B.O. In Wisconsin
exceptional concentrations of Bonaparte’s
Gulls were seen feeding in flooded fields; for
example, 5000 were counted May 13 in
Calumet. Also in Wisconsin the Mew Gull
present in Milwaukee during the winter was
last seen Mar. 13. A large concentration of
gulls present at the mouth of St. Joseph R.,
Berrien, MI, provided a number of rare
species, including a California Gull Apr. 30,
four Thayer’s Gulls Mar. 26-May 25, an Ice-
land Gull May 4, and an ad. Lesser Black-
backed Gull May 2 and sub-adult May 10
(RS, KM). Elsewhere in Michigan a Thayer’s
Gull was reported Apr. 3 at the Muskegon
Wastewater (JG, JR), while Wisconsin had
.reports Apr. 11 in LaCrosse (JD) and 24 in
Manitowoc (WM). Iceland Gulls were report-
ed from Wisconsin Mar. 12 & 14 in Milwau-
kee (DG, DN, MK) Apr. 2 (RGr) and May 9
(MK) in Port Washington. Michigan had ad-
ditional reports Mar. 21 in Ottawa (JP, GW)
and Apr. 3 at the Muskegon Wastewater (JG,
JR). Minnesota recorded its 13th Lesser
Black-backed Gull with a 3rd-summer bird
May 2 in Anoka (KBaer al.), while Wisconsin
had a report May 27 from Milwaukee. In
Michigan the individual at By City S.P., Bay,
returned Mar. 29 and remained to Apr. 26
(BGi, JS, MW). An Arctic Tern was reported
May 8 at Port Washington (MD, RSu, MKer
al.) providing a rare spring record for Wis-
consin.

OWLS TO FLYCATCHERS

The N. Hawk Owl at Pelican L., Oneida, W1,
remained to Mar. 17 (BR), while the individ-
ual in Douglas remained until early March
(R]). In Michigan this species was seen until
late May on Sugar L., Chippewa (WP), while
another was captured during nocturnal
banding Apr. 7 at W.RB.O. Wisconsin’s 3rd
confirmed nesting of Great Gray Owl was
discovered s.e. of Clam Lk., Ashland (KMe),
also a migrant was photographed Mar. 23 in
Iron (GK). Michigan had Great Gray reports
Mar. 7 and Apr. 24 on Sugar L., Chippewa
(WP) and Apr. 22 and May 22 at W.PB.O.

. [ —
Prairie Warbler found dead near Cyrus,
Minnesota, on May 1, 1993. About the sixth
state record. Photograph/Anthony Hertzel.

Boreal Owls were reported from their usual
n.w. Minnesota locations, while the migra-
tion of seven individuals at W.PB.O. was
only a fraction of last year’s rotal of 158. In
Wisconsin a Chuck-will’s-widow returned to
Hintz, Oconto, for the 3rd consecutive year.
A Willow Flycatcher May 29 in St. Louis was
well north of its normal range in Minnesota.
Also out of range in Minnesota were W. King-
birds in St. Louis May 2425 (fide KE) and
Cook May 30 (m.ob.). Michigan had a single
report of a bird near Vermilion, C/Jippewa
May 25 (TB) and Wisconsin had a report
May 23 in Superior (R]).

WRENS TO WARBLERS

A well-described Bewick’s Wren May 12 in
Oakland (WH) provided the first Michigan
record since 1983 (p.a. M.B.R.C.). Last win-
ter’s Townsend’s Solitaire invasion in Min-
nesota continued into March with two new
birds seen in Duluth and singles Mar. 7 in
Scott (DMa) and Otter Tail (SM, DM),
bringing the Oct. 92 to Mar. 93 total to 24
birds. In Wisconsin a single bird was seen in
Door Feb. 20-Mar. 28 (fide RL, CL). Varied
Thrushes have been scarce in Michigan over
the past 2 winters, so it was surprising when
birds appeared in Holland, Ottawa Mar.
13-14 (CM, JM) and ChippewaMay 10 (WP).
Loggerhead Shrikes seem to be increasing in
Minnesota with reports from 19 counties of
26+ individuals as compared with 1992’s to-
tals of 15 counties and 24+ individuals. Michi-
gan also had increased reports, with birdsin-
Gratiot, Mar. 28 (JR), Muskegon Mar. 27 (JP,
GW), and Marguette Apr. 28 (LT, FT), al-
though the only breeding pairs found were in
Allegan (m.ob.). Wisconsin reported its situa-
tion as dismal with reports only from May 16
in Grant, May 22 in Marathon (JRo) and
Crex Meadows W.A., May 20 (MK). A
White-eyed Vireo, normally a casual migrant
to Minnesota, was reported for the 3rd con-
secutive year from Houston, this year May
9-15 (BPe ¢t al.}, while another was reported
from L. Louise S.P, Mower, May 9 (SM,
DM). In Wisconsin Bell’s Vireos were report-
ed only from Trempealeau and Governor
Dodge S.P, raising concerns that the species
is declining. The highlight of the season must
be the Region’s first record for Virginia’s War-
bler. The individual, identified as a 2nd-year
femnale, was captured May 13 during a mist
netting near Dearborn, Wayne, M1 (JC, JE,
m.ob.). The bird was banded and released
however; birders were unable to relocate it.
Yellow-throated Warblers were more numer-
ous in Wisconsin, with birds in 5 locations
and migrants at 2 additional sites. Michigan
also had good numbers in the traditional
Berrien locations as well as a bird in Hillsdale,
May 8 (JR) and most unexpectedly in Alpena
May 12 (MO, SO) far north of normal.
Prairie Warblers also appeared in good num-
bers in Michigan with 8 reports, the farthest
north being at W.P.B.O. Wisconsin had a ter-
ritorial bird in w. Sheboygan (m.ob.) and a mi-
grant in Dane May 2-8 (DCe). More
significant was the Prairie Warbler found
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May 1 near Cyrus, Pope (fide PB) providing
only the 6th report and the first fully docu-
mented record for Minnesota. Wisconsin had
Worm-eating Warblers at several sites, in-
cluding a territorial bird in Sauk, while Min-
nesota had records May 8 in Hennepin (TT)
and May 9 in Washington (DNe). Michigan
had sightings May 13 in Wayne (JC er al.) and
wn Hillsdale, (JR). Kentucky Warblers were
more abundant in Minnesota with reports
May 8 in Hennepin (T'T) and Murray (DD)
May 9 in Washington (fide PB) and Winona
(SS et al) and May 11+ in Nicollet (RGlez al.).
Michigan’s reports were also more numerous,
with individuals May 22 in Ozkland (RW),
May 5 & 22 in Washtenaw (DR, MK), and a
maximum of four in Hillsdale May 8+, with
two remaining on territory. Connecticut
Warblers were more common in migration in
Michigan; 11 counties boasted reports, in-
cluding 3 apparent breeders near Trout L.,
Mackinac. All 3 states reported increased
numbers of Hooded Warblers, while Yellow-
breasted Chat numbers seemed lower than
normal.

TANAGERS TO FINCHES

Summer Tanager reports included an indi-
vidual May 1-2 in Lac Qui Parle (FE) in Min-
nesota, while Wisconsin had birds May 1-4 in
Manitowoe (JK) May 8 in Dane (RH) and
May 6 at the Schlitz Audubon Center (JSt).
Michigan had singles May 4 in Kent (BJ,
JWer al) and May 14 in Macomb (DL). Wis-
consin’s Western Tanager that wintered in
Milwaukee remained until Apr. 30, while an-
other ad. male appeared in Mt. Horeb Apr.

28, rematning until May 1 (SR) In Minnesota
a & W. Tanager was reported May 2 in Becker
(BK). A & Blue Grosbeak appeared at a Wis-
consin feeder May 10 in Amherst and was
joined by a female the following day (DBo).
Dickeissels were reported as scarce in Wis-
consin; however, Michigan had several early
records, including one Apr. 19 in Monroe
(V). Lark Sparrows were reported as numer-
ous in Minnesota with reports from 17 coun-
ties, while Michigan one had May 18-24 at
W.PB.O. Henslow’s Sparrows were absent
from Minnesota for the 2nd consecutive year,
and there were few reports of this declining
species in Michigan. Wisconsin had a single
report of Sharp-tailed Sparrow from Crex
Meadows W.A. The Golden-crowned Spat-
row reported last season remained until Apr.
18 in Sheboygan, WI (RR). A Smith’s
Longspur, an uncommon spring migrant to
Minnesota, was reported May 2 in Pipestone
(AB). The highlight for Minnesota was its
first confirmed record of Great-tailed Grack-
le from Rice, Apr. 3-10 (KS, RGI, m.ob.).
Minnesota’s other sighting, in 1982, was not
accepted by the Minnesota Ornithological
Records Committee, as the photograph failed
to rule out Boat-tailed Grackle. This year’s
documentation included an armamentarium
of photographs and sound recordings.

Observers: Brian Allen, Paul Ashmun, Parker
Backstrom, Tom Bailey, Karl Bardon (KBa),
Bob Bell (BBe), Betsy Bencke, Martin Bialec-
ki, Walter Booth, David Borchardt (DBo),
Bill Bouton (BBo), Don Brooks, Al Bulduc,
Kay Burcar, Mike Butterfield (MBu), Steve

Catlson, David Cedarstrom (DCe), Don
Chalfant, Julie Craves, Jeff Dankert, Nelva
DeKam, Dawn Doering, Bob Domagalski,
Mary Donald, Ed Duerkson, Kim Eckert,

- Fred Eckhardt, Laura Erickson, Monica Es-

senmacher, Audrey Evers, Jim Fowler, Bill
Gillespie (BGi), Ray Glassell (RGI), Jim
Granlund, Robert Green (RGr), Bob Grefe
(BGr), Bernie Gryska, Ruth Gryska, Dennis
Gustafson, Warren Hall, Jay Hamernick,
Betty Hartriman, Randy Hoffman (RH),
Bunny Johnson, Robbye Johnson, Greg
Kessler, Mike Kielb (MKi), Byron Kinkade,
Joe Klapperich, Mark Korducki, Dick Lea-
sure, Fred Lesher, Charlotte Lukes, Roy
Lukes, Carl Manning, Judy Manning, Den-
nis Martin (DMa), Keith Merkel (KMe),
William Meuller, Diane Millard, Steve Mil-
lard, Kip Miller, Steve Minard, Dan Nauss-
baum, David Neitzel (DNe), Mary Oullette,
Scort Oullette, Warren Parker, Bill Penning
(BPe), Betsy Perry, Jim Ponshair, Jack Rei-
noehl (Michigan), Bill Reardon, Roger Reif,
Sam Robbins, Don Robertson, Steve Rosen-
berg (SRo), Jon RotiRoti (JRo), Charlotte
Runnels, Dick Schinkel, Tom Schultz, Ray
Seng (RSe), Kevin Smith, Roy Smith, Joe
Soehnel, Jean Strelka (JSt), Roger Sundell
(RSu), Pedar Svingen (Minnesota), Gary
Swanson, Frank Taccolini, Louis Taccolini,
Tom Tustinson, Daryl Tessen (Wisconsin),
Leonard Van Daele, Dick Verch, Ron Weeks,
George Wickstrom, Myles Willard, Wayne
Wilson, Joan Wolfe, Roger Wykes (RWy),
Tom Ziebell.—JAMES GRANLUND, 6253
N. Westnedge, Kalamazoo, MI 49004.

MIDDLE WESTERN
PRRIRIE REGION

Kenneth ]. Brock

Regional weather patterns generally vary
across the states, but this spring’s theme was
uniformly cool and very wet. Although flood-
ing, especially along the Mississippi River,
provided ample habitat, shorebirds and wa-
terfowl were in short supply. In some areas,
extensive standing water undoubtedly dis-
persed migrating shorebirds, thereby explain-
ing their feeble flight. Despite the poor shore-
bird season, one of the three new state records
established this spring was a plover.

Apparently benefiting from the excess wa-
tet, excellent numbers of the larger waders, es-
pecially Cattle Egrets and Plegadisibis, invad-
ed the Region. Another spin-off of the stormy
weather was a very memorable passerine mi-
gration. A major wave appeared during the
second week of May, producing impressive
daily counts at many locations across the Re-
gion. Many observers afield during this-inter-
val characterized the spring warbler flight as
“the bestin years.” :

Abbreviations: L. Cal. (L. Calumer, Chicago);
J.2. (Jackson Park on the Chicago lakefrony);
R.E.D.A (Riverlands Environmental Demon-
stration Area, MO); S.C.R. (Squaw Creek Na-
tional Wildlife  Refuge, MO); Spfld.
(Springfield, IL).

LOONS TO IBISES

A single Red-throated Loon appeared at
Oxbow L., s.e. IN, Mar. 22 (TL), for the Re-
gion’s only report. The Com. Loon migration
was fairly typical, except for a major move-
ment in Lake, IL, Apr. 3, in which 148 were
observed (DJ). The largest Horned Grebe
concentrations, by far, consisted of s00 in
Gibson, IN, Mar. 21 (GB) and 200 at Summit
L., IN, (JS). The only Red-necked Grebes
consisted of one at Hueston Woods, OH,
Apr. 10 (fide NK), one or two at Cardinal
Marsh, 1A, Apr. 19-21 (fide DC), and one at
Spirit L., IA, Apr. 21 (fLSw).

Within their normal range, Am. White
Pelicans peaked at 2742, Apr. 17 at Big Cr. L.,
IA, (BEn). Extralimital birds included four
on the Chicago lakefront, May 24 (RHu),
one in the L Cal. area Mar. 20-June 3 (WM,
JL ph.), and one at Ottawa N.W.R., OH,
May 2 (TB). For the 3rd consecutive spring a
Brown Pelican was reported within the Re-
gion. This individual appeared at Rathbun
Res., IA, May 30 (RCu, RA, ph.).

Encouragingly, the spring bittern report
was the best in recent years. Some 54 Am. Bit-
terns were found at sites across the Region
and 17 Least Bitterns were distributed among
every state except Missouri. The season’s only
Tricolored Heron was at Ottawa N.W.R.,
OH, in May (no date) (fide LR). Excellent
Cattle Egret numbers across the Region were
accompanied by an invasion in the w. states
Birders just s. of St. Louis counted an amaz-
ing 650 (no date) on the Illinois side of the
Mississippi R. (fide DA). Other impressive
Missouri counts included 250+ near St
Louis, May 24, and 174 near S.C.R., May 25
(fide DA). The invasion extended into Iowa
with reports from 27 locations that included
79 at Moeckley Prairie May 10 (DT), 78 n. of
Des Moines, May 26 (A]), and 56 at Ames,
May 7 (JDi, HZ). Further e. 100+ Cattle
Egrets were found in Fulton, KY, May 22 (PB,
JBe, BBC), 24 in Wil IL, May 8 JM), and 18
in Erie, OH, May 16 (LSz,LR). On Apr. 30an
evening Black-crowned Night-Heron census
at the L. Cal. rookery yielded a remarkable
1511 birds as the herons departed roosting sites
to forage (WM). Plegadis ibis made an excel-
lent showing in the Region. Glossy Ibises
were identified as follows: one adult at Crab-
tree Forest Preserve, Cook, IL, May 6-7 (DH,
TCW, m.ob.), two in Pulaski, IL, May 8 (TE,
JDe), one adult St. Charles, MO, May 22
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(tJVb), and one at Ottawa N.W.R., OH,
May 16—25 (1RHI). White-faced Ibises ex-
panded into c. and e. Missouri, with one
reaching RE.D.A,, Apr. 23-30 (fide DA).
Unidentified, or inadequately documented,
Plegadis ibis were seen in DuPage, IL, May 8
{(AWe), L. Cal., May 8 (WM, JL), and Mari-
on, OH, May 9 (D & BM).

WATERFOWL

A Tundra Swan that remained in St. Joseph,
IN, through May 24 (VR), was unusually
late. The Greater White-fronted Goose flight
was unimpressive. The highest tally in Iowa
was only 100 at Snyder’s Bend Mar. 26 (BH);
the maximum count e. of the Mississippi R.
was 14 at L. Renwick, IL, (JM). Snow Goose
counts were even more dismal. Numbers
were down across the entire Region; very few
were seen even in the w. states, where large
numbers usually appear. East of the Missis-
sippi R., one or two Ross” Geese were report-
ed at Geneva, IL, Mar. 11-14 (DS), at Fermi,
IL, Mar. 15 (DM, m.ob.), Spfld., Mar. 23
(DBo) and at L. Waveland, IN, May 8 (TAB
ph.). The latter report was a first May record
for Indiana.

Eurasian Wigeons appeared at 3 sites: at
Markle Pond in n.e. IN, Mar. 9-11 (JCI, BE,
BPa), in Lucas, OH, Apr. 8 (KA), and at
Hoover Res., OH, Apr. 11—early May (LSz,
KA ph.). The sooo Canvasbacks and 1000
Redheads found in Sandusky Bay, OH, Mar.
20 (RHI), exceeded other Regional counts by
a wide margin. Ring-necked Ducks peaked
with 2100 at Rice L. Conservation Area, IL,
Mar. 13 (MB) and 1200 at Oxbow L., Dear-
borne, IN, Mar. 21 (JS, AWa). The season’s
only Harlequin Ducks occurred along the
Chicago lakefront; two were observed at
Miegs Field Mar. 20 (RHu) and two females
were near ].B, Apr. 15 (DM). An unusually
large number of Oldsquaws appeared away

Ottawa
NWR

OHIO

Columbus ®

- Michigan
Cty fre
Wayne
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from the Great Lakes. Ohio's seven inland re-
ports, involving 16 birds, were accompanied
by singletons from Indiana, Jowa, and Mis-
souri. A displaced Black Scoter appeared at
S.C.R., May 8-24 (DE er 4l) for the only
spring report. Late White-winged Scoters
were recorded at L. Decatur, IL, Apr. 25 (MD,
RPa) and at Euclid, OH, May 10 (RHI). In
early March a @ Barrow’s Goldeneye was dis-
covered with Com. Goldeneye on L. Michi-
gan at the Indiana-Illinois state line. This
bird, which reportedly possessed an entirely
orange bill suggesting the w. race, was first
seen on the Indiana side Mar. 5, and was pre-
sent at that location the following day
(tRHu, tJOb, DM, ASi m.ob.). The bird
proved highly elusive, but presumably the
same bird was seen at close range on the Illi-
nois side of the state line, Mar. 7 (FASt). At
R.E.D.A. a peak of 1000 Red-breasted Mer-
gansers Mar. 20 (DBe ez al) constituted a
record high count for Missouri.

OSPREY TO CRANES

Notable Osprey reports included six at the
Chicago Botanic Garden, Apr. 18 (LB}, nest-
ing at Land Between the Lakes, KY (CP, PB,
JB), and a late migrant at Stickney, IL, June 4
(RHe). Two Mississippi Kites were seen
throughout May at the Pike, IN, site where
they nested last year (GB). In conjunction
with the release program, Bald Eagle nestings
are expanding. Indiana recorded egg laying in
9 nests (JCt), lowa had 21 active nests (BEh),
Kentucky had 10 nests (BM), and Ohio re-
ported a mostly successful breeding year (fide
LR). The largest reported Sharp-shinned
Hawk movement consisted of 168 at Cleve-
land Mar. 15 (W & NK, RHI, TLp}. Twenty
N. Goshawks were reported in the Region;
remarkably, five of these appeared in Ohio,
where this species is casual. Golden Eagle re-
ports included three at New Albin, IA, Mar. 6

(JaD, JoD), one at Indiana Dunes
S.P, Mar. 28 (BJo), and an adult in
Portage, OH, May 17 (LR). Merlin
~_ reports continue to increase across
the Region; this spring’s 42 sight-
ings came from every state except
Missouri. The Region’s only Prairie
Falcon was seen in Clay, 1A, Apr.
2-3 (LSw, TRCe, 1TK).

It was a good season for Yellow
Rails, with migrants recorded at
Clinton L., IL, Apr. 17 (fRCh), and
the Van Patton Woods Forest Pre-
serve, Lake, 1L, Apr. 25 (JN). In ad-
dirion, tardy Yellows were detected
at 2 locations—two heard at
S.C.R., May 16 (PMc), and one
fAushed from freshly mowed grass at
Montrose Harbor, Chicago, May
22 (tJL, m.ob.). King Rails were
seen in Arcola, IL, Apr. 21 (RCh), at
Springville Marsh, OH, May 1
(TB), at Sangamon L., IL, May 6-8
(DBo), in DuPage, IL, May 15 (EBu
et al), Little Cedar Pr. N.W.R.,
OH, May 14-16 (EPi, RHI, m.ob.),
and a probable breeding pair at
Goose L. Prairie S.P, IL, May 22 (RPa). The
Com. Moorhen may be in serious trouble.
The Region’s highest counts were 12 at Green
L., IA, May 11 (PP), and 11 at L. Cal., May 8
(WM); these paltry totals suggest that careful
monitoring is in order.

S.A.

Sandhill Cranes normally migrate northwest-
ward from their staging area in n.-c. Indiana,
circumnavigating L. Michigan by skirting the
w. edge of Chicago. This spring, however,
many birds deviated westward from the tradi-
tional route, generating an unprecedented
flight over c. Illinois. Record counts on Mar.
26 included 176 in Champaign and 35 in De-
Witz counties The flight continued the fol-
lowing day, establishing new county records
of 73 in McLean, 39 in Macon, and 75 Vermil-
ion.. By contrast, crane counts in n.w. Indiana
and the Chicago area were well below recent
years. This diversion was probably weather
related, as heavy fog blanked the normal
route in late March.

The shorebird flight was deemed poor by vir-
tually every correspondent. Some attributed
the scarcity to lack of habitat, and other to an
excess of habitat. Clearly, however, several
species, especially the early migrants, were
uniformly scarce across the Region.

Lesser Golden-Plovers peaked at sooo-
7500 in n.-c. Macon, IL, Apr. 25—26 (MD,
RPa), and a tardy migrant was seen in Chica-
go June 8 (RHu). Ohio’s first Snowy Plover,
discovered May 13 at Headlands Beach S.P.
(tRHk, tRHL, LR, ph.), remained through-
out the day, allowing photographers to docu-
ment the occurrence. The Region’s only Pip-
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Brown Pelican at Rathbun Reservoir, lowa, on
May 31, 1993. Photograph/Reid 1. Allen.

ing Plovers consisted of a pair at a Waodbury,
IA, power plant May 13 (BH) and three at the
Iowa Power and Lights ponds May 9 (B &
LP). The Regional trend of increased Black-
necked Stilt reports continued this spring,
with four at Horseshoe L., MO, Apr. 27
(DE), two in Carrol, IL, May 8 (L]), and two
at Amana L., [A, May 20 (1TS, tTK, tRPi,
ph. ezal). Am. Avocets were reported in good
numbers; notable sightings included four in
Jefferson, KY, Apr. 14 (MM ez al), 17 at L.
Spfld., Apr. 20 (DBo), a winter-plumaged
bird at Headlands Beach S.P, OH, Apr. 25
(LR, JW), and one at the Delaware W.M.A.,
OH, May 4 (KA). Whimbrels are rarely seen
away from the Great Lakes; consequently, the
four in Fulton, KY, May 22 (PB, JBe, BBC),
and 13 at Horseshoe L., MO, May 23 (1LK)
were extraordinary. The only Marbled God-
wit reported e. of the Mississippi R. appeared
in Allen, IN, Apr. 17 (EPo), to establish a new
early arrival date for that state. The Least
Sandpiper flight was sparse; peak counts were
only 60 at L. Cal., May 15 (WM) and 56 at
Colo Ponds, 1A, May 19 (HZ). White-
rumped Sandpipers were reported in every
state; the highest count was 2000+ in n.w.
MO, May 25 (DE). Pectoral Sandpiper num-
bers were disturbingly low; few reports ex-
ceeded 100 birds, and several active observers
found none. Stilt Sandpipers were also scarce;
the highest count was 20—25 near Bondurant,
KY, May 11 (CP). A Ruff appeared April 7 in
Delaware W.M.A., OH, (tKA) and a bird be-
lieved to be a female was at the Woodburn
sewage ponds, IN, May 2 (1Haw). Counts of
both dowitchers were extremely low across
the Region; the only concentration consisted
of 200 Short-billeds at Ottawa N.W.R., OH,
May 9 (fide LR). Indiana’s first confirmed
Com. Snipe nesting since 1934 was made May
17 when an adult and two chicks were ob-
served in Orange (JCt ph.). For the first time
this century, Wilsons Phalaropes nested in
Missouri; a nest was observed May 22-27 in

Holt; MO (1DE, ph.).

GULLS, TERNS

Inland Laughing Gull sightings included sin-
gletons in Gibson, IN, Apr. 18 (GB), at Eagle
Cr. Pack, IN, Apr. 25 (1CK), at Kentucky
Dam May 8 (MM er 4l.), and at Falls of the
Ohio, KY, May 23 (BM ez /). A Franklins
Gull seen flying over the Mississippi R. in

Fulton, KY, May 22 (PB, JBe, BBC) was note-
worthy for that location. A breeding-
plumaged Mew Gull at L. Decatur, IL, Mar. 5
(tMD) was unexpected. The Ring-billed and
Herring gull colony at L. Cal. was estimated
to contain 20,000-25,000 birds (JL). Indi-
ana’s first Slaty-backed Gull, a winter adult,
was seen at Michigan City harbor Mar. 13
(tKB, 1SBa,{]Ca, tLH et al). A first-year
Iceland Gull lingered at Waukegan and the
Great Lakes Naval Training Center, IL, until
May 3 (JN). Noteworthy among numerous
Lesser Black-backed Gull reports were an
adult that wandered W to L. Macbride, IA,
where it was seen Apr. 16 (T]JF) and two adults
at RE.D.A,, Mar. 12 (JZ). Glaucous Gulls
peaked at L. Cal., Mar. 21, when seven were
counted (DM), and a second-summer bird
remained at Waukegan until May 29 (JN).
An imm. Black-legged Kittiwake appeared it-
regularly along the shoreline of s. L. Michi-
gan. It was first seen at Johnson Beach, IN,
Apr. 24 (JMc), then reappeared May 8 and
June 3 at Waukegan,IL (RHu, ASi, JN) and
May 28 at Chicago (RHu).

Regionwide, the Com. Tern migration was
perhaps typical of recent years. Northwest In-
diana, however, experienced the best Hight in
a decade, with a peak count of 400 at Michi-
gan City harbor May 14 (KB). These may
have been birds that normally migrate along
L. Michigan’s w. shore, as concentrations
were very low in Chicago (fide EW). An Arc-
tic Tern discovered near Joliet, May 27 (1]M,
TIL, tWS, CA, JO, ph.), provided Illinois’
2nd record and the Regions first spring

; . ” . o T A S
Snowy Plover at Headlands Beach State Park,

Ohio, on May 13, 1993. First state record.
Photograph/Larry Rosche.

record. Least Terns returned to the Gibson,
IN, nesting area May 9 (GB). Outstanding
among a number of fine late May Black Tern
counts in Jowa was an impressive 1700 at L.
Amana May 26 (TK), representing one of the
highest Regional counts in a decade.

CUCHOOS TO SWALLOWS

Cuckoos were scarce in every state except
Ohio, where both species were more preva-
lent than in recent springs (LR). In Cook,IL,
62 party hours of owl surveys Mar. 5~7, yield-
ed 42 E. Screech-Owls and 25 Great Horned
Owls (fide SLe). Snowy Owls lingered later
than normal. Three were reported at Miegs
Field (Chicago lakefront) Mar. 14 and Apr. 8

(ASc, RHuy). Inland records included singles
at LuVerne, TA, Mar. 23 (fide MK) and in
Douglas, IL, Mar. 30 (fide RCh). The Shorrt-
eared Owl migration was not impressive,
with singletons reported at only 3 locations in
Illinois and Indiana. Nesting was suspected
near W. Frankfort, IL, where two Short-
eareds remained through early summer (LSt).
Notable among a handful of N. Saw-whet
Owl records were a very responsive bird at
Salamonie Res., IN, Mar. 2 (Haw et 2l), one
found in dense red cedar in Knox, MO, Mar.
25 (CH, PMc et al), and one in Huron, OH,
Mar. 28 (JVa). Rarely detected except on terri-
tory, migrant Chuck-wills-widows were

found in a Fort Wayne, IN, city park Apr. 28

Rock Wren in Warren County, lowa, on April 25,
1993. Photograph/Reid I. Allen.

(DWa) and in a lakefront lilac thicker ar
Michigan City harbor May 11 (LH). A calling
Chuck in /da, 1A, May 17 (PE) was w. of this
species’ normal range. Thirty to 40 Chimney
Swifts were found dead around L. Spfld.,
where low-flying birds, forced down by cool
spring weather, collided with cars (fide DBo).
A & Rufous Hummingbird that visited a
feeder in rural Boone, 1A, May 8 & 9 (+SLa,
1JE 1]Sc) provided the Region’s first spring
record. An early April ad. 3 sapsucker at the
Burr Oaks Nature Center, Blue Springs, MO,
created a lively debate among local birders.
Observers agreed that the bird possessed a red
nape and displayed other characteristics in-
consistent with a Yellow-bellied but were un-
able to reach a consensus on the bird’s iden-
tification. In Chicago, a Yellow-bellied Sap-
sucker lingered until May 23 (RHu). Pileated
Woodpeckers continued to expand, with sev-
eral sightings in previously unoccupied areas
within the Chicago metropolitan area.
Outstanding among a number of excellent
Chicago area Flycatcher counts recorded May
23 were 40 E. Wood-Pewees and 25 Yellow-
bellied Flycatchers (RHu). W. Kingbirds ap-
peared at 3 Illinois locations: in Bondville
May s (RCh), in Tinley Park May 2829 (PW,
tJL, IM, ph., m.ob.), and in DuPage May
31(DT). The Purple Martin situation is bleak.
Several correspondents lamented their scarci-
ty, and the Region’s highest count was only 20
at Heidecke L., IL, May 24 (JM). Tree Swal-
lows fared a bit better, with counts of 2500+
flying S along the L. Michigan lakefront at
Highland Park, IL, Mat. 14 (WM) and 1500
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in Gibson, IN, Apr. 4 (GB). A N. Rough-
winged Swallow appeared at L. Rockwell,
OH, Mar. 31 (LR), which is quite early for n.
Ohio.

JAYS TO SHRIKES

An impressive Blue Jay migration, estimated
at 1200 birds per hour, was witnessed at
Perkin’s Beach, OH, Apr. 29 (W & NK). Few
migrant Red-breasted Nuthatches were re-
ported in the Region; the highest count was
two in J.P, May 2 (SS). Surprisingly, for the
first time in a decade, Red-breasteds nested in
Indiana; on May 8 a pair was observed carry-
ing food into a cavity in Sz. Joseph (fide VR). A
Rock Wren visited the D. Youngblut resi-
dence, Warren, 1A, Apr. 25 (TA], RA, ph.),
providing one of few spring records for the
Region. Extralimital Bewick's Wrens ap-
peared in Urbana, IL, Apr. 2-6 (RCh), in
Elkhart, IN, May 8 (TABe) and at Headlands
Beach S.2, OH, May 15 (tEBa). Winter
Wren numbers were very encouraging; high
counts included 18 in Urbana, IL, Apr. 4
(RCh) and 15 at Fox Island Park, IN, Apr. 18
(Haw et al.). Two Sedge Wrensin J.P, Apr. 24
(JMc, SS), were early migrants and singletons
at Headlands Beach S.P, OH, May 9 (RHk ¢z
al), and at Magee Marsh, OH, May 7 (KA),
were near the e. edge of the nesting range.
Both kinglets were reported in good num-
bers; Ruby-crowneds lingered at S.C.R.
through May 15 (PMc) and at Evanston, IL,
until June 7 (fide EW). The two Townsend’s
Solitaires that wintered near Rock Fall, IA, re-
mained until Apr. 3 (CN). A very late Veery
was discovered in Chicago, June 13 (RHu).
Good numbers of Hermit Thrushes appeared
along the Great Lakes; the peak count was
17+ at J.P, Apr. 24 (8§, EW). The Region’s
only Varied Thrush was a male that appeared
at Carol Gunderson’s feeder in Union, IA,
Mar. 21 (MP). American Pipits were scarce,
with no more than one reported in any state
except Illinois.

SHRIKES TO TANAGERS
The easternmost Loggerhead Shrike report
came from Chillicothe, OH, where one was
observed May 28 (TB). White-eyed Vireos
are expanding northward in Ohio (fide LR).
Unexpected Bell's Vireos appeared in Lake,
IN, May 11 (JBo) and at Buck Cr. S., OH,
May 22-30 (DO, LG). Impressive vireo
counts included 20 Warbling at L. Cal., May
8 (WM, JL) and so Red-eyeds in Piazz, IL
{RCh), and Chicago (SM), both May 15.
Birders throughout much of the Region
heralded the warbler migration as the best in
years. The most glowing reports came from
the Chicago area, n. Indiana, Iowa, and Mis-
souri, suggesting that the Mississippi Valley
may have served as a primary migration
route. Assessments ranged from “a good war-
bler year” to “the best ever.” Indeed, some re-
ports kindled “the good ol’ days™ nostalgia.
For example, in 5 hours at Chicago’s Wooded
L. (J.P), May 9, S. Suter found 108 species, in-
cluding 32 different warblers, within this 20-
acre tract. An interesting characteristic of the

ward in the Midwest, and this male got a head
start on the migration season as well, arriving
in Will County, lllinois, on the early date of April
14, 1993. Photograph/loe B. Milosevich.

warbler flight was the early arrival of many
species that normally appear in mid or late
May. Additionally, the normally early Yellow-
rumped Warbler flight was delayed, resulting
in heavy movement that extended into mid-
May. St. Louis birders detected the retarded
fight during the afternoon of Apr. 27, when
Yellow-rumpeds were observed passing at the
rate of 85 per hour (fide DA). The following
high daily counts provide a sense of the flight
magnitude: 11 Golden-wingeds at the Ryer-
son Conservation Area, IL, May 8 (D]); 200
Tennessees in Chicago May 15 (SM); 44
Nashvilles in Macon, IL, May 8 (RPa); 60
Magnolias in Chicago May 23 (RHu); 40
Cape Mays at ].I2, May 7 (SS); nine & Black-
throated Blues at the Skokie Lagoons, IL,
May 9 (WS); 45 Wilson’s in Chicago May 23
(RHu), and 25 Canadas in Chicago May 23
(RHu). The Region’s only really rare parulid
was a ¢ Townsend’s Warbler discovered at
the Chicago Botanic Garden May 6 (ph., LB,
1JL, m.ob.), which provided the 3rd Illinois
record.

Summer Tanagers continued their north-
ward expansion, with reports of nine out-of-
range birds in Illinois, Indiana, and Iowa.
During a 2-day period, 8 W. Tanagers ap-
peared in the w. states at Lime Cr. conserva-
tion area, [A, May 10 (fCN), Honey Cr.
W.M.A., MO, May 10 (CFh), and L. Man-
awa, [A, May 11 (B & LP).

GROSBEARKS TO FINCHES

An ad. & Black-headed Grosbeak appeared
in Andrews, MO, Apr. 2026 (D & SS),
where this species is rare. Blue Grosbeaks con-
tinued their northward expansion, with re-
ports of a male in Wi/, IL, May 8 (JM) and
seven at Willow Slough W.M.A., IN, May
31(DP m.ob.). Dickcissels made a good show-
ing in Ohio, where 3 reports came from s.
portions of the state; one individual pushed
northward to Parma Heights May 25, where
this species is rare (RHI, TLp). The Green-
tailed Towhee that spent late winter in
Ambherst Township, OH, lingered through
April (fide LR). At least 11 Clay-colored Spar-
rows were reported in Illinois, most in the
Chicago area. One Clay-colored wandered E
to Cleveland, where it was seen Apr. 29

(RHI). Three Lark Sparrows at Sauerheber
N.W.R.,, KY, Apr. 24 (MM, BM, MS) were
noteworthy for that state. The Region’s only
Lark Bunting appeared at Bob Brown
W.M.A., MO, May 25 (DE). On the heels of
Missouri’s first state record last winter, Iowa’s
first Black-throated Sparrow appeared at a
Waterloo feeder Mar. 16 and remained until
Apr. 2 (1]E tPR ¥ME +TK, RA, tm.ob. ph.).
A Sharp-tailed Sparrow at Spring Valley
W.M.A., OH, May 9 (DG fide NK), provid-
ed an outstanding local record. The two
Golden-crowned Sparrows that wintered
near Columbia, MO, remaihed until April;
the last bird was seen Apr. 21 (PMc). A % or
winter 8 Chestnut-collared Longspur was
studied at L. Cal., Apr. 17-18 (DM, fJOb,
m.ob.). The bird, which constitutes one of
very few well-documented Illinois records,
gave the diagnostic “kittle” call. Smitch’s
Longspurs were scarce; the only reports con-
sisted of 3 small flocks in Illinois and single-
tons in Indiana and Iowa.

Although some observers suggested that
Bobolink numbers were down, fine counts of
150 at Chicago, May 15 (SM) and 100+ at
Headlands Beach S.P, OH, May ¢ (LR,
RHk) were reported. Following a poor 1992

Perhaps a straggler from last fall's push of wan-
derers, this Black-throated Sparrow provided a
first record for lowa at Waterloo in late March
1993. Photograph/Reid 1. Allen.

breeding season, Yellow-headed Blackbird
numbers at L. Cal., the Region’s westernmost
nesting area, were significantly down this
spring. This population may be in trouble
{fide]L). Brewer’s Blackbird numbers were up
in Illinois, where a peak count of 35 was
recorded in Havana Apr. 2 (KR). The Great-
tailed Grackle continues to Aourish in Iowa; a
pair was found May 19 nesting in Cherokee,
n.w. IA (DBi ez al).

The Region’s only Red Crossbills consisted
of three at Clinton L., IL, Mar. 3 (RCh), 20 at
Sand Ridge S.F. Mar. 20 (KR}, and three in
Vincennes, IN, May 22 (GB). Remarkably,
the handful of Regional Pine Siskin reports
included a breeding record for Indiana, where
a pair was noted feeding young at Pokagon
S.P, May s (ASI). White-winged Crossbills,
Com. Redpolls, and Evening Grosbeaks were
not reported in the Region.

Corrigendum: The report of 34 Red-necked
Grebes at Buck Cr. S.P, OH, Nov. 8, 1992
(AB 47:99) should be deleted.
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CENTRAL SOUTHERN
REGION

David P Muth

The season saw a return to fairly typical
spring weather, with a series of relatively mild
fronts reaching the coast into May. Birding
was rewarding, but virtually none of the stel-
lar raricies that have brightened the spring re-
portin recent years was found.

Rbbreviations: A.B.R.C. (Ala. Bird Records
Committee); EH. (fish Hatchery); ER. (Ft.
Pickens); G.LN.S. (Gulf Llands Natl.
Seashore); J.LN.H.P.. (Jean Lafitte Nar'l His-
torical Park and Pres); L.B.R.C. (L.O.S.
Louisiana B.R.C); L.O.S. (LA Ornithological
Soc.); LS.UM.N.S. (LA State Univ. Museum
of Natural Science); M.B.R.C. (M.B.R.C); p.a.
(pending acceptance); W.R. (Waterfow! Ref);
T.R.B.C. (“Tenn. Rare Bird Committee’).

LOONS TO DUCKS
Four reports of Pacific Loons in the clear wa-
ters off Alabama and Florida constitute an
amazing spring total. Reports came from
Dauphin L., Feb. 28, Gulf Shores Mar. 6, and
Ft. Morgan Apr. 19, for Alabama’s 12th—14th
sightings (BCG, JH, JB, GDJ, all pa.
A.B.R.C.); a very late bird was just east of F.
Morgan May 2 at Gulf Breeze, FL (RAD,
LD). Eared Grebes were widely reported in
northern and eastern areas of the Region,
where they are unexpected. A large shearwa-
ter was reported (for the 2nd consecutive
year) off Gulf Shores, AL, Apr. 24 (JH,]B). If
only someone could get out in the gulf and
document the specific identity. White Peli-
cans continue to be reporred from new locali-
ties throughout the Region, perhaps reflect-
ing the recovery of piscivores in general, and
the continued adaption of coastal birds to
man-made inland lakes and aquacultural im-
poundments.

There were several inland reports of mi-

* Fayetteville

ARKANSAS

® Lawe Rock

L Mitwood Wnite River NWR

Shraveport  Monroe

‘\LOUISIANA

grant Am. Bitterns, which are rarely encoun-
tered. Five Tricolored Herons at Reelfoot L.,
TN, May 1-26 were unaccountably inland
(WGC). A Glossy Ibis was also unexpectedly
far inland in Colberr, AL, May 30
(SMc,GNP). Finally, three White-faced Ibis-
es were also well north for spring in Crawford,
AR, May 4 (BWB).

Black-bellied ~ Whistling-Ducks  have
gained a foothold in the Region at Lacassine
N.W.R., LA, where birds are occasionally
seen in the rice-fields to the north in winter.
Interesting, however, were four seen in flight
at Peveto Beach on the Cameron coast Apr. 26
(JPO). Two Snow Geese seen Apr. 19 flying
W over ER, G.LN.S., Fl, were an odd sight
(RLB). A € duck, thought to be Mississippi’s
first Tufted Duck (or a hybrid), was found on
a sewage lagoon in Yalobusha, Mar. 23 (GK,
m.ob., pa. M.BR.C.).

® Sardis L

MISSISSIPPI

Noxubee NWRH ¢

 Cross Creeks NWR
* Nashville

TENNESSEE

* Birmingham

ALABAMA

RAPTORS

Interesting movements of Mississippi Kites
were detected, with 30 at Grand Gulf S.P,
MS, Apr. 25 (TLS, MH) and 24 on the Missis-
sippi R. levee in Bolivar, MS, May 14 (TLS);
10 at the Barataria Pres. Unit, ].L.N.H.PP,
LA, May s (DPM); and three way up in Ft.
Smith, AR, May 14 (BWB). A N. Harrier in
Calhoun, MS, May 31 was exceptionally late
(GK). There was but one report of a Swain-
son’s Hawk, and it was far east at EP,
G.LN.S,, Fl, Apr. 18 (JWB, RLB). This mi-
gration brought a gratifying number of re-
ported Merlins and Peregrines, many of them
well inland.

RAILS TO GULLS
A Black Rail detected in Santa Rosa, F, Apr.
13 (JWB, OF, RWB), provided only the 2nd

area record since 1949. Inland King Rails were
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found at Noxubee N.W.R., May 6 and in Ok-
tibbeha, MS, May 8 (TLS); another was in
Chicor, AR, Apr. 24 (DRS). One Virginia Rail
was a rare find in Shelby, Apr. s JRW), as were
two in Maury, TN, Apr. 7 (TJW). Inland Pip-
ing Ploversincluded one in Lake, TN, Apr. 20
(WGC); one in Chicot Apr. 24 (DRS), one
Apr. 25 and two Apr. 29 at the Centerron
EH., and one that day in Benton, AR (MM).
Willets were noted at several inland localities,
as were Upland Sandpipers. A Long-billed
Curlew turned up at a new locality on the Al-
abama coast (away from the regular Mobile
Causeway site) at Dauphin I., Mar. 13 (CKn).
The species is not normally encountered in
the Region except in coastal s.w. Louisiana.
Numbers of Baird’s Sandpipers were sighted
well east of their normal route through the
Region, as were smaller numbers of Bufl-
breasted Sandpipers. Yet another Reeve
turned up at Ensley Bottoms in Shelby, TN,
May 9 (JRW, ph., SMc), where they have be-
come nearly regular in spring and fall. Thirty
Red Phalaropes in 2 flocks, apparently blown
in by an approaching storm, were spotted 100
yards offshore G.LN.S., FL, Mar. 3
(RLB,JWB).

Laughing Gulls were reported inland in n.
Mississippi and w. Tennessee Apr. 25—-May 19.
The only reports of Lesser Black-backed
Gulls were from Louisiana: an alternate-
plumaged adult at Grand L., Apr. 8 (AS, ]S),
and a 3rd-year bird at Holly Beach, Cameron,
Apr. 24 (BMM, DPM, m.ob.). A single Glau-
cous Gull was reported, a first-year bird on
Rutherford Beach in Cameron, LA, Apr. 24
(PW, CS, CK, ]S, m.ob.). Finally, the lone
Great Black-backed Gull was a worn individ-
ual in first basic plumage, also in Cameron,

LA, Apr. 25 (SWC, DLD, CL, m.ob.).

DOVES TO HUMMINGBIRDS

Eurasian Collared-Doves continue to in-
crease along the coast of Alabama and in near-
coastal areas of s.e. Louisiana. The report by a
resident of the original Louisiana site, Ft. Pike
S.B, that the doves have been there for at least
22 years (fide RFC) now needs to be factored
into the equation. Quite a few interesting re-
ports of White-winged Doves came in. They
continue to be regular, probably breeding in
the town of Cameron, LA (m.ob.), and were
seen and heard at 3 New Orleans locations
Mar. 25-Apr. 2 (KVR, AS); there were also the
usual reports from extreme s.e. LA, including
avery late bird on Grand 1., May 22 (PW,CS),
one east on Dauphin L, AL, Apr. 24-25 (JH,
JB), and a remarkable Alock of 28 birds in Gulf
Breeze, FL, Mar. 1, dwindling by Mar. 28 to a
single diehard (RAD, LD).

Black-billed Cuckoos, a generally scarce
migrant Regionwide, were well reported. Al-
abamas first spring Groove-billed Ani was on
Blakely I., Apr. 3 m.ob.}. Another was a casual
visitor at ER, G.LN.S., FL, Apr. 19 (CD,
RLB, JWB). An unusual, and late, northward
movement of Groove-billed Anis notched
Arkansas’ first spring records, with one in
Johnson May 22 (WMS, PS) and one found
dead by a farmer on or about May 25 in

Woodruff’ (specimen to Arizona Audubon
Soc.). Though more expected, reports for s.e.
Louisiana in spring (away from the delta) are
still noteworthy, with two near Waggaman
Mar. 27 and one in City Park, New Orleans,
Apr. 20 (PY). '

An imm. Buff-bellied Hummingbird that
wintered in White, AR, remained Nov.
12-Mar. 10 (fide H & MP). Of the many
Louisiana holdovers from winter, the latest
lingered until as late as Apr. 28 in Baton
Rouge (NM); the hummer appeared the
weekend of a freak snowfall Mar. 12-14.
Arkansas’ wintering Anna’s Hummingbird
remained through Mar. 8 (fide H & MP). A
Broad-tailed Hummingbird was in St. John,
LA, Feb. 27-Apr. 9 (R]S); the species remains
quite rare in Louisiana, but has become regu-
lar in recent winters.

FLYCATCHERS TO THRUSHES

Six reports of 11 Olive-sided Flycatchers came
in from w. Tennessee: one each in Shelby, Apr.
28 (VBR), May 16, 22, & 30 (JRW); three in
Dyer, May 8 (JRW, SMc); and four in Lake,
May 9 (JRW, SMc). Louisiana’s only reports
were from Cameron, with two May 19 and
one May 20 (SWC, DLD). There were un-
usual spring sightings of Vermilion Flycatch-
ersat Ft. Morgan, AL, Apr. 2 (SMc ez 4l) and

remote private land in coastal Vermilion, LA,
was still present as late as June 12; a 2nd bird
may be present as well, and breeding is at least
a possibility (fide NLN). Another Great
Kiskadee was seen briefly at Peveto Beach in
Cameron, LA, Apr. 26 (JPO, p.a. LB.R.C.).
A scattering of state records for this species
follow no particular temporal pattern, but
these occurrences represent the first in more
than a decade. Only s reports of Bewick’s
Wren came in, all from w. Arkansas, and all
but one were seen in March (v.0.). A Varied
Thrush found in the town of Cameron Apr.
24 (REC, RJS, MW, m.ob., p.a. LB.R.C)),
furnished the 3rd recent (inexplicable) coastal
spring record for the Region, and only the 4th
sighting for Louisiana.

VIREOS, WARBLERS

Warbling Vireos were east for this circum-
Gulf migrant, with sightings at Grand I, LA,
Apr. 17 (BMM, CS) and at EP, G.LN.S., FL,
May 14 (RLB, JWB). Philadelphia Vireos
were also east, with two found early in
Tberville, LA, Apr. 21 (DLD), three in
Starkville, MS, May 6 (TLS), and one at EP,
G.LN.S., FL, May 14 (RLB, JWB). Red-eyed
Vireos arrive on the breeding grounds along
the Gulf Coast in late March; thereafter, the

species is often the most abundant migrant in

S.A.

The afternoon of Apr. 8 a tornado struck Grand 1., LA. Three people were killed, and the small
community on this barrier island was devastated, as was the leg of the afternoon’s trans-Gulf
flight from the Yucatan that was hit by the storm. Al Smalley and John Sevenair had been bird-
ing the oak woodland on the island before the storm and had encountered few birds. They rode
out whar they thought was merely a terrific thunderstorm, only to discover that they had been
parked within a short distance of the tornado’s path! Trapped on the island by downed trees and
wires, they re-entered the woods in late afternoon to find a spectacular fallout: flocks of birds on
lawns, trees, and shrubs studded with the brighter species, and small flocks valiantly taking off
and heading N. The birds discovered on the island were the survivors. The following day, a par-
ty surveyed the beaches. On Elmer’s L., just west of Grand 1., the wrack line was littered with
dead birds: 70,000+ neotropical migrants had perished at sea and washed ashore. More than 30
species were involved, all trans-Gulf migrants, and most of them passerines (no seabirds were
involved) (BMM, PW, CS).

The complete dimensions of the catastrophe will never be known, but it is a safe guess that
the 10,000 birds that had washed up on the beach were but a fraction of the total destroyed by
the tornado. A tragedy of this magnitude reminds us that migration is indeed a perilous under-
taking. But such perils are nothing new. For every dead migrant we detect, vast numbers perish
in storms and from other etiologies, including simple exhaustion. What is remarkable is that so
dangerous a system as trans-marine migration works, having served these species admirably for
cons. For the most part, our neotropical migrants are remarkably fecund species, capable of re-
producing in numbers vast enough to overcome the drain of migration. The evidence seems to
indicate that they are in decline, and the finger of blame has pointed inexorably south, to the
wintering grounds. But how much more harmful has our own activity been? The wanton de-
struction of vital migratory habitat, especially on our coasts, and the relentless clearing and frag-
mentation of our forests have led to declines in reproductive success below what is necessary to
sustain populations. How much greater would the death toll have been in this instance without
the tiny patch of woods that survives so precariously on Grand 1.?

at EP, G.LN.S., Apr. 23 (fide RLB). At least
one of the Brown-crested Flycatchers that
wintered near Venice, LA, was still present
Mar. 6 (PW, CS). The report of an apparent
migrant at Peveto Beach in Cameron, LA,
Apr. 19 (JPO, p.a. L.B.R.C.) was remarkable.
A Great Kiskadee, first found last winter on

the coastal woods, bound for northerly breed-
ing grounds until migration is over. As evi-
dence, consider the 100 seen May 20 in
Cameron, LA (SWC, DLD). Black-whiskered
Vireos did not stray farther W than Dauphin
1., AL, where two were seen Apr. 26 (CKn), as
well as one across the bay at Ft. Morgan May 3
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(RAD). Individuals were also recorded in
Florida at Gulf Breeze May 2 & 4,and at EP,
G.LN.S., May 14 (RAD).

S.A.
Given the vagaries of migration, experienced
observers on the n. Gulf Coast shy away from
bold predictions based on weather observa-
tions. Stll, it is generally understood that

genuine fallouts occur when the trans-Gulf

flight encounters adverse weather, such as
northerly winds or rain. How, then, to ex-
plain the conditions of Apr. 24 along the
Cameron, LA, coast, when a thunderstorm
“front,” with litdde rain but terrific wind,

moved through atabout noon. Along most of

a so-mi stretch of coast, combed by attendees
at the spring meeting of the L.O.S., nothing
happened: no fallout. But in one coastal che-
niere e. of the town of Cameron, and on an-
other cheniere 40 mi n.w. and 5 mi inland,
spectacular fallouts occurred, involving hun-
dreds of individuals. Observers at the latter
location watched in astonishment as hun-
dreds of orioles arrived out of a clear blue sky
with S winds. Comparison of the lists from
the 2 locations deepens the mystery, as species
common at one site were scarce at the other

(DLD, SWC, PY, BMM, DPM).

A very rare “Lawrence’s Warbler,” Alaba-
ma’s gth, was seen in Shelby Apr. 25 (GD],
DQG]). Two inland Cape May Warblers were
found in Arkansas, where they are rarely en-
countered: one at Millwood L., May 1 (CMi),
and oneat L. Atalanta May 8 (MMI). Another
was at Reelfoot L., TN, May 1 (MAG). Like
Cape May Warblers, most Black-throated
Blues migrate to the east of the Region—they
are generally uncommon on our s.e. coast in
spring and rare farther west. There was one
inland report this spring, at Vicksburg
N.M.P, MS, Apr. 25 (TLS). A very rare
“Audubon’s” Yellow-rumped Warbler was on
GrandI., LA, Mar. 20 (CS,PW). A Palm War-
bler at Dauphin 1., AL, May 9 was very late

(PWS). Several reporters found Swainson’s
Warblers in better-than-expected numbers in
the e. part of the Region, and one sighted
Mar. 27 at EP, G.IN.S., FL, was quite eatly
(JWB, RLB). Mourning Warblers were east
of their usual route, cited in numerous reports
from Tennessee. At the other extreme, elusive
Connecticut Warblers, rare but regular spring
migrants through the n.e. part of the Region,
were detected in Jefferson, AL, May 4 (RBS,
MBS); at Radnor L., TN, May 10-14 (TJW);
in Shelby, TN, May 12 (VBR); and in DeSozo,
MS, May 15 (GK)}.

TANAGERS TO COWBIRDS

Anad. 8 W. Tanager in Cameron, LA, Apr. 15
was expected (BE, GOB); however, a Western
Tanager in Arkadelphia Apr. 1~10 furnished
only the 6th record for Arkansas (DW, EG,
m.ob.). There were 3 reports of Black-headed
Grosbeaks, all from Arkansas feeders, Mar. 1
(a possible winter holdover) to May 4. A
Lazuli Bunting report from Bolivar Apr. 22
was the 2nd sighting for Mississippi (NHe,
p.a. M.B.R.C.). Painted Buntings were re-
ported in good numbers along the e. coast of
the Region, in the gap between breeding pop-
ulations, where they are normally scarce
spring migrants. There were a few reports of
birds north of their breeding grounds in Mis-
sissippi and Tennessee. A Clay-colored Spar-
row at Ft. Morgan, Apr. 24, provided Alaba-
ma’s 2nd spring report (JH, JB). To the west,
singles reported from L. Bentonville Apr. 10
(RD) and Ye//, AR, May 1 (JR, MF) were the
only other sightings of this uncommon spring
migrant. A presumably migratory Grasshop-
per Sparrow was very unusual on the coast at
EP, G.LN.S., Fl, Apr. 12 (RLB, JWB), and
one at Fr. Morgan, AL, Apr. 2023 was also
somewhat late (GD], DG]J). One seen May 14
in Bolivar, MS, was in an area in which breed-
ing is possible (TLS). Lincoln Sparrows were
found north and east of their regular winter
range and migratory path at many locations
in w. Tennessee Mar. 24-May 12 (m.ob), atSz.
Tammany, LA, Apr. 3 (PY), and in Decatur,
AL, May 5 (A & AM). A Harris’ Sparrow in
Pulaski, AR, May 1 was quite late for this rare
visitor to the Region (H&CF). A Dark-eyed

" Jo Anne Rife, K. V. Rosenberg, Robert B. &

Junco in Sz. Tammany, LA, Apr. 3 was late
(PY).

A W. Meadowlark was a rare find in
Benton, AR, Mar. 6 (MMI). Seven were far
east in Shelby, TN, Mar. 6, dwindling to one
May 15 (JRW). Four Great-tailed Grackles in
JohnsonMay 22 were in a new area of Arkansas
(MP). Only 3 reports of Shiny Cowbirds were
received: Apr. 9 at EP, G.IN.S,, FL (RAD)
and Apr. 10 & 24 at Dauphin I., AL (JH, JB).
All reports were of males.
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sard, Ralph F Cambre, Steven W. Cardiff
(Louisiana), Mario Cohn-Haft, Margaret
Copeland, William G. Criswell, Chris Dep-
kin, Donna L. Dittmann, Rob Dobbs, Lucy
Duncan, Robert A. Duncan (n.w. Florida),
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PRAIRIE PROVINGES
REGION

Rudolf E. Koes and Peter Taylor

Spring weather was typically erratic in south-
ern Alberta and generally placid but cool and
cloudy in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Wa-
ter levels were low in much of Saskatchewan
and southwestern Manitoba, but better than
in recent years in Alberta and southeastern
Manitoba. Overall it was a disappointing sea-
son, with migration running a week or more
later than average in Manitoba, few major

concentrations of birds anywhere, and a
sparse crop of rarities.

Abbreviation: O.H.M. (Oak Hammock Marsh
W/M.A., MB).

LOONS TO SHOREBIRDS

A Pacific Loon passed through Edmonton
Apr. 28 (KV). Bucking the trend of a slow mi-
gration were an early Com. Loon at Long L.,
MB, Apr. 9 (PGr, DBo) and a Great Blue
Heron in Winnipeg at -4°F, Mar. 18 (NB).
Rare herons made a respectable showing,
with four Great Egrets in Manitoba, a Snowy
Egret May 15 at Pelicar L., MB (RW, TW,
PSt), a Little Blue Heron May 8-10 at Lums-
den, SK (A & BB, ph. KB), a Tricolored

Heron at O.H.M., May 5 & 6 (AC efal), and
single Green-backed Herons at St. Adolphe,
MB, May 8 (AC) and, for the sth continued
year in Calgary, May 19 (m.o.b.). A White-
faced Ibis visited Luck L. marsh, SK, May 29
(fideMC).

Large concentrations of Tundra Swans in
Manitoba were 800 at Homewood Apr. 10,
800 at St. Claude Apr. 17, and 270at O.H.M.,
May 2 (RKo, GG, GH). Single “Bewick’s”
Swans were reported again in Alberta, at Skiff
Apr. 5 and Keoma Apr. 13 (JV, MP). A Trum-
peter Swan arrived at a gravel pit near Stein-
bach, MB, May 6, but died about 3 weeks lat-
er (J & VR eral). Geese and ducks were gen-
erally scarce, especially Snow Geese in Mani-
toba (m.o.b.) and N. Pintails in s. Alberta
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(RD, LB). Alberta’s 4th Garganey spent May
17-31 near Taber, where one was also seen in
1990 (LB). Notable duck concentrations in
Alberta were 800 Canvasbacks and 500 Lesser
Scaup at Yellow L., Apr. 11, and 650 Com.
Goldeneyes at Taber L., Mar. 22, all local
records (LB), and 165+ Barrow’s Goldeneyes
at ElkI. N.P, May 28 (BC).

Twenty-seven N. Harriers were found
dead of pesticide poisoning at Beaverhill L.,
AB, May 1—4; details of this miserable affair
are limited, but charges against the culprit are
pending (RF). Diurnal raptor migration at
Manitoba’s usual river-valley hot spots was
disappointing, except for a record movement
of N. Goshawks at St. Adolphe: 86 in 4 days,
Mar. 20-31, with a peak of 47 Mar. 31(AC ez
al.). Near Brightstone, MB, a vole bonanza
attracted a huge concentration of Rough-
legged Hawks: an estimated 350 in 80 sq mi,
with up to 40 seen on asingle scan Apr. 18 (PT
et al.). Less fanatical birders saw up to 24
Rough-leggeds per day in the Regina area
throughout April (RKr, PJ), and at least eight
remained until the end of May (CB, PGe).
Observers at Mt. Lorette, AB, turned up an
astounding 4175 Golden Eagles in s1 days
Mar. 2-May 2, with a peak of 845 Mar. 25
(PSh), as compared with just 266 seen in 15
days at Sheep R., AB (WS). Details of the ea-
gles’ migration routes are still being unraveled
from observations elsewhere in the moun-
tains.

Low numbers of Sage Grouse near Goven-
lock, SK (SS), and Manyberries, AB (DBo)
caused some concern. Several observers re-
ported declining Ruffed Grouse in
Saskarchewan, but 18 drumming birds on a
32-stop owl survey along Manitoba’s Bird R.,
Apr. 89, was a heartening total (RKo ez al).
More than 8c00o Sandhill Cranes were at
Beaverhill L., Apr. 25 (PM ez al.).

PLOVERS TO WOODPECKERS
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Shorebird migration was poor on the whole;
the only large numbers reported were 500
Lesser Golden-Plovers and 2500 Stilt Sand-
pipers at Valeport marsh, SK, May 24 (RKr),
and the following totals at Beaverhill L., May
29: 1200 Black-bellied Plovers and 1040 Red
Knots (RE BHo), and 4000 Red-necked
Phalaropes (E & ]J). One Lesser Golden-
Plover (fulva) visited Strathmore, AB, May 22
(J&MM). Thirteen Black-necked Siilts in
Alberta (m.o.b.) included two as far n. as
Beaverhill L., Apr. 2528 (T'T, PM). Good
counts of Whimbrels were 65 near Taber May
9-15 (LB) and 20 at Last Mountain L., SK,
May 16 (DH). Rare sandpipers included a
Western at Monica Slough, SK, May 26
{RKr), a Sharp-tailed at Beaverhill L., May 23
(OD), and a possible Purple at Shaunavon,
SK, May 24 (CB, MB). One Ruff at Beaver-
hill L., Apr. 25-27 was special (PM, TT, KV});
a flock of seven Ruffs and Reeves seen briefly
by a very experienced observer at Hastings L.,
e. of Edmonton, May 1 was extraordinary
(KV). The only Glaucous Gull reports were
of three in Alberta. One Sabine’s Gull visited
Carseland, AB, May 23 (HT), and a flock of
22 honored Cold L., AB, May 27 (TT). Thir-
ty-seven Caspian Terns was an excellent total
at Lost L., AB, May 30 (LB). Thousands of
Com. Terns nest on Manitoba’s large lakes,
but 500+ was an exceptional total of migrants
near Seven Sisters Falls, MB, May 29 (RKo,
PT, GG, DF). Two Arctic Terns were report-
ed at Monica Slough May 25 (FS), one at
Condie, SK, May 8 (RKr) and one near Leth-
bridge, AB, May 6 (CP). An Eastern Screech-
Owl at Medicine Hat Mar. 13 —-May 9, one of
very few recorded in Alberta, has likely been
present (heard but unidentified) since Dec.
1991 (DBa). Short-eared Owls were fairly
common between Calgary and Lethbridge
(RD et al), and =20 were seen near Kronau,
SK, Apr. 11 (BR). More than 5o Short-eareds
in the Brightstone area in mid-April included

© 35 in 25 sq mi, Apr. 19 (PT); much
of their time was spent harassing
. Rough-legged Hawks. A count of
122 Com. Nighthawks within 2
hours at Stonewall, MB, May 29
(KG) was encouraging. Lewis’
Woodpeckers staged a mini-inva-
sion in s.w. Alberta, with 6 birds’
 found May 16-31 from the Calgary
A\ area north to Kootenay Plains (MP,
BS, PS, DM, DL). A Yellow-bel-
lied Sapsucker spent over an hour
clinging close to the 26th floor of
Winnipeg’s Toronto~Dominion
Centre May 4 (KG).

FLYCATCHERS TO WARBLERS
A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher fed on
the ground with Blackbirds on a
cool, wet day near Grenfell, SK,
May 8 (EF). Two Rock Wrens, a
litcle out of range in Calgary May
17, were chased away when a city
backhoe removed their rock pile
{IH). A pair of Western Bluebirds
frequented a Kootenay Plains, AB,
nest box May 3031 (DL). A Townsend’s Soli-
taire was far from breeding range near Lac La
Biche, AB, May 16 (fide PM). Heavy ground-
ings of Catharus thrushes were noted in Cal-
gary May 14 and at several Saskatchewan loca-
tions May 15-31. An impressive peak of 130
Gray-cheeked Thrushes hopped around
Weyburn May 17 (NP). A & Varied Thrush
was seen at Oxbow, SK, Apr. 23 (JP).
Northern Mockingbirds appeared at 3 Al-
berta locations: Medicine Hat May 30 (fide
DB), Abraham L., Kootenay Plains, May
30-31 (DL), and Cavendish May 29 (DCoy};
individuals at Altona (GG) and Steinbach,
MB (DF et al.) in May were less rare. Well out
of range was a Sage Thrasher in Wascana
Park, Regina, May 22 (fl, BD ez al., ph. KB).
Warbler migration was generally sparse and
late, the most noteworthy rarity being an
“Audubon’s” Warbler in Wascana Park May
26 (BL).

TANAGERS TO FINCHES

Saskatchewan’s 3rd Summer Tanager was
photographed at Regina May 13-16 (AB, BD,
m.o.b.); another was reported at St. Adolphe,
MB, May 31 (GL). Single Scarlet Tanagers
were noted in Canora, SK, May 11 or 12 (VT),

"?Qv“{" 5 TR :{“ -

on May 14, 1993. Third provincial record.
Photograph/Meith Barr.
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Regina May 13 (FB) & 15 (B & SE),and a W.
Tanager in Pinawa, MB, May 14 was well de-
scribed (DE). Additional red goodies were &
N. Cardinals at Ponoka, AB, Apr. 27 (G &
SP), and Devon, AB, May 6 (LH), while one
at Moose Mountain PP, SK, has now been
present for 2 years (GB).

Saskatchewan’s 3rd reported Blue Gros-
beak, s. of Tisdale May 18 (DCI), was de-
scribed well, but photographs were not diag-
nostic (fide RKr). A Lazuli Bunting offered
only a brief glance at Brandon Hills, MB,
May 22 (RW), and three were found in the
Calgary area May 29-31 (IH, PS, CD}. Seven
g Indigo Buntings brightened Brandon Hills
in late May (RW).

A Dickcissel also appeared briefly at St.
Pierre, MB, May 13 (RT). Overall, migrant
sparrows were scarce, but 400 Am. Tree Spar-
rows was a high total at Beaverhill L., Apr. 8
(fide PM). One Field Sparrow visited Win-
nipeg May 8 (DBy), and another returned to
Roche Percee, SK, for the 3rd year (BL). A
Golden-crowned Sparrow was a rarity in
Regina May 6 (A & IT).

Scarcity of Snow Buntings in many areas
was compensated by a blizzard of 200,000
birds at Beaverhill L., Apr. 20 (DD, TT) and

50,000 between Brunkild and Lowe Farm,
MB, Apr. 19 (MK). House Finches continue
to consolidate their position in the Red R.
valley, MB. Thirty birds were reported alto-
gether; 2 nests were found in Winnipeg
{m.0.b.} and one in Altona (MK). Nesting
was also suspected for the 2nd year in Regina,
SK (KS), and up to four House Finches fre-
quented Weyburn Mar. 10-Apr. 24 (NP). In
Alberta, individuals overwintered in Leth-
bridge (fide RD) and possibly Calgary (BH).
A 3 House Finch in Calgary Mar. 3-Apr. 2
was so aggressive that the homeowner (JD)
felt sorry for the House Sparrows!

Erratum: The ad. 3 Tufted Duck at Luck L.,
SK, in spring 1992 was found by Bernie and
Mike Gollop May 13 and was also seen by
Michael Williams and Stan Shadick the fol-
lowing day.
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NORTHERN GREAT
PLAINS REGION

Ron Martin

Dry conditions continued in many areas;
however, water conditions were improved in
some eastern areas, as the drought seems to be
losing some of its grip. Much of Montana had
average precipitation, and the eastern one-
third of South Dakota showed good water
levels in wetlands. The season was generally
quite cool, and migration peaks for most
passerines were later than usual. flocks of
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many migrant passerines were still in evi-
dence the last week of May.

While the usual concentrations of water-
fowl were seemingly absent, Garganey sight-
ings in Montana and North Dakota caused
excitement. Shorebird migration in Montana
and eastern South Dakota was exceptionally
poor, but outstanding concentrations were
noted in central and eastern North Dakota.
Good fallout conditions in early May brought
numerous notable warbler sightings. These
conditions also rewarded three North Ameri-
can Migration counters in North Dakota with

" 140-145 species May 8, a remarkable number

for that early in the season. A fallout of thrush-
es in mid-May was the first time in several
years for numbers of this group.
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LOONS TO CRANES

Horned Grebes were very early at Fr. Peck
Mar. 26 (CC) and Hughes, SD, Mar. 25
(RAP). An Eared Grebe at Ft. Peck Mar. 25
was 20+ days earlier than average, bur grebe
migration in general was very poor. The
Great Egret in Cass Mar. 28 was the earliest
ever by s days for N, Dakota (CN). A Tricol-
ored Heron in Grand Forks, ND, provided
the 7th record for the state (DV). At Upper
Souris N.W.R., a Cattle Egret was early Apr.
17 (GBB). With only 9 previous sightings in
Montana, the Green-backed Heron pho-
tographed at Bowdoin May 31 was a rare find
(DP, DR). Sixteen White-faced Ibises in
Burleigh, ND, Apr. 15, was not only the largest
flock ever observed in N. Dakota, but also the
earliest ever by 2 weeks (BB). At Fe.
Peck, a single May 13 was the first in
that area for Carlson.

A Trumpeter Swan found dead
Apr. 19 at Hailstone N.W.R. exhib-
ited evidence of lead poisoning,
Schwitters noted that increasing
numbers are migrating over the
plains e. of thé Rocky Mt. front.
Also unusual was one in Bowman,
ND, Apr. 17 (ML]). Goose migra-
tion at Freezeout included four
blue-morph Ross’ Geese, a dwarf
Canada Goose described as the size
of an Am. Wigeon, and a possible
Snow x White-fronted hybrid. A
brood . of Canada Geese at
Audubon N.W.R., Apr. 4, was ex-
tremely early (DP).

Second state records of Gar-
ganey were males at Fargo May 6
{KC) and Bowdoin May 13+ (GN,
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CC). The Bowdoin bird consorted exclusive-
ly with a pair of Blue-winged Teals, and was
seen to defend territory with them. A Eur.
Wigeon was photographed in Yankton, SD,
May 10 & 12 (BC, RVS). The species is hypo-
thetical in S. Dakota. In N. Dakota, an Old-
squaw seen Mar. 8 in Burleigh provided one of
only a few spring records (RNR), and a Black
Scoter in Grand Forks, May 21, represented
only the 2nd spring record.

Nineteen Turkey Vultures in Cass, Apr. 24,
was an amazing number for e. N. Dakota
(JOH). Late raptors in N. Dakota included a
N. Goshawk in Williams May 9 and a Merlin
in Stutzman May 17 (MG). Earliest ever for S.
Dakota was a Swainson’s Hawk Mar. 19 in
Day. Three Ferruginous Hawks in Grand
Forks Apr. 5 were northeast of known nesting
areas. After a few observations in March and
April, Peregrine Falcons peaked during the
2nd half of May, with 15 sightings in N. Dako-
ta and Montana. The Virginja Rail heard at
Freezeout May 19 was the first there for
Schwitters.

SHOREBIRDS TO WOODPECKERS

S.A.

Declining water levels in the Minnewauken
Flats area of Devils L. have creared large
mudflats during the past few years. This year
was no exception. On a trip to the area May 23,
I chanced to meet Susan Skagen of the
U.S.EW.S. from Ft. Collins, who was in the
area surveying migrant shorebirds. A conserva-
tive estimate of 80,000+ birds included 20
species. Topping the previous high counts for
the state by 4—6 times were 4 species that made
up the bulk of the birds, which included 30,000
White-rumped, 15,000 Semipalmated, and
10,000 Stilt sandpipers, and 25,000 Dunlins.
Concerns about identifying staging areas for
migrant shorebirds in the mid-continent are
commendable but, unlike coastal Regions, the
areas used in any given year change with the
water levels. Some years alkaline lakes are su-
perb, other times staging areas are receding
lakes, and still other years cultivated fields.

Black-necked Stilt showed at Fargo for the

2nd consecutive year, with a single May 29

s

(BS). An Upland Sandpiper in Clay Mar. 27
was the earliest ever for S. Dakota (DB). Six
Whimbrels in Grand Forks May 22 secured
about the 18th record for N. Dakota (EF),
Furnishing the 11th record for Montana was a
Hudsonian Godwit at Medicine L., Apr. 28
(MR). Red Knots were very eatly in Grand
Forks May 1, where numbers peaked May 24
at 34; this was N. Dakota’s 2nd-highest tally
ever. Two were in Faulk, SD, May 23,(DS).

Another shorebird Mecca this spring was L.
Williams in McLean, ND, where Berkey esti-
mated 800 Sanderlings and 6000 Semipalmat-
ed, 4000 White-rumped, and 1500 Baird’s
sandpipers, all May 26. Equaling the record
high for N. Dakota were 70 Short-billed Dow-
itchers at the Minot Lagoons May 19.

A Thayer’s Gull Apr. 20 at Grand Forks sup-
plied only the 4th spring record for N. Dakota
(DOL). Thirty observations of Short-eared
Owls in N. Dakota was encouraging, with 7
territories identified at various locations.

FLYCATCHERS TO WARBLERS

Doubling the previous high count were 50
Alder Flycatchers in Ward, ND, May 30. Ear-
liest ever was a Barn Swallow in Yankton, SD,
Apr. 9 (SVS). A Rock Wren furnished the first
Cass, ND, record Apr. 30 at Fargo (CMN).
Swainson’s Thrushes were unusually com-
mon mid-May in N. Dakota and e. Montana,
with counts of >100 not unusual. A high of
4s50in Cass May 19 was a record for N. Dako-
ta. By contrast, Gray-cheeked Thrushes
peaked at 15 in Fargo May 19, well below levels
of years gone by.

Notable Montana warblers included a Mag-
nolia at Westby May 14 (TN} and a Palm at Fr.
Peck May s, both with fewer than 15 records.
These were topped by a Mourning Warbler
May 25 in L6B near Gildford that provided the
2nd state record (HM, MK). In N. Dakota, a
Blue-winged Warbler at Minot May 30 fur-
nished the 10th state record (REM), and five
Golden-wingeds in Fargo May 9 was unprece-
dented (GN). Sightings of these 2 speciesin N.
Dakora continue to increase. The first Brew-
ster's Warbler for N. Dakota was at Fargo May
22 (RHQO). Also notable in N. Dakota were 17
reports of N. Parula and 18 reports of Black-
burnian Warbler. The 8th state record for Pro-
thonotary Warbler was furnished by a male in
Bottineau May 9 (CH), and the sth and 6th
records of Worm-eating Warbler were provid-
ed by separate birds in Fargo May 9 (GEN,

DW). Two Hooded Warblers in Fargo May 2
& 6 boosted the state total to 11 (M]B, RHO).
In S. Dakota, early warblers included a Blue-
winged May 8 in Lincoln, Golden-winged May
9 in Minnehaha, Chestnut-sided May 4 in
Day, Cape May in Edmunds, May s, and
Blackpoll May 1 in Minnehaha. State rarities
were a Kentucky Warbler and a Hooded War-
bler in Minnehaha, May 9 (JL). Notable in the
northeast was a MacGillivray’s Warbler band-
ed in BrownMay 26 (DAT).

TANAGERS TO FINCHES

A Black-headed Grosbeak at a Bismarck feed-
er Apr. 8 was the earliest for N. Dakota by 24
days (RK). The Dickcissel in Brown May 3
was among the earliest ever for South Dakota
(JS). Late flocks of Chipping and Clay-col-
ored sparrows were still in evidence the last
few days of May in Ward, ND. An impressive
count of 300 Song Sparrows was tallied at
Clark Salyer N.W.R., Apr. 25. Providing the
9th state record was a Swamp Sparrow May
19 at Ft. Peck (CC). Northern Orioles peaked
at g4sat Grahams I. S.P, Ramsey, ND, May 23.
Seldom reported in spring, a flock of 80 Rosy
Finches was in Slgpe, ND, Mar. 6. For the 2nd
consecutive year, Cassins Finches were
singing in Choteau, MT, where they appear
to be invading (MS). The House Finch pa-
rade will soon be complete in the Region,
with birds appearing in most locations sta-
tioned with observers. In e. N. Dakota there
were 2 observations in the countryside away
from towns. In Montana they nested at
Chester for the first breeding record in L6.
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Eve E. Freeberg, Mary Gustafson, Jill O. Her-
sch, Coral Hoff, Mayme L. Johnson, Randy
Kiriel, David O. Lambeth, Ron E. Martin,
Gary E. Nielsen, Connie M. Norheim,
Robert H. O’Conor, Robert N. Randall,
Bonnie Stout, Doug Vought, Dennis & Di-
ane Wiesenborn.—S. DAKOTA: Dan Brady,
Bob Chabane, Jon Little, Richard A. Peter-
son, Dennis R. Skadsen, Jerry C. Stanford,
Dave Swanson, Dan A. Tallman, Rose van
Sickle, Steve Van Sickle—RON E. MAR-
TIN, Rt. 1, Box 59A, Sawyer, ND 58781.

SOUTHERN GREAT
PLAINS REGION

Joseph A. Grzybowski

Could the weather this spring finally be char-
acterized as normal? Certainly, but only in the
sense that it was as unlike any other spring as
every other spring. The season was neither
advanced nor retarded. It rained regularly,

perhapsa little too much on a day ora week or
two, here and there (Oklahoma City received
7 inches May 8), but temperatures were most-
ly about average.

This translated into generally good feelings
about the birding, except that the rain left
most reservoirs full and created many wet
fields that dispersed shorebirds. With no con-
centrations, there were fewer possibilities for
rarities. Marsh birds fared better, but the real
story of the season was the warblers. Most
everyone saw better-than-average numbers

and a diversity of warblers, but clearly of east-
ern, rather than western, affinity.

Waterfow! also appeared to do well. The
migrations along the Platte River near Kear-
ney, Nebraska, were spectacular this year,
with an estimated two million geese and tens
of thousands of cranes present in mid-March.
The same was true of several species of duck,

particularly Redhead and Canvasback.

Abbreviations: Fontenclle Forest (Fontenelle
Forest, Sarpy Co., NE); O.B.R.C. (Oklahoma

426 American Birds, Fall 1993




Bird Records Commirtee); Quivira
(Quivira N.-W.R., Stafford Co., KS);
Salt Plains (Great Salt Plains
N.W.R., Alfalfa Co., OK); Wichita
Mts. (Wichita Mes. Wildlife Ref,
Comanche Co., OK).

LOONS TO WATERFOWL

Common Loons were noted as late
as May 29 in Tulsa(m.ob.) and Kei-
th, NE (RCR er 4l). Western
Grebes were observed at Quivira
(MI, GK) and the Salt Plains (JC,
JL, PS} Apr. 25, Cimarron, OK,
May ¢ (three birds, SM) & 28
(m.ob.), and Oklahoma May 23
(MO, JGN}. A Clark’s Grebe pho-
tographed May 9 in Cimarron, OK
{SM), is the first fully documented
for Oklahoma.

American Bitterns arrived in
McCurtain, OK, Mar. 15 (EP, BH).
An encouraging number were re-
ported from across the Region, in-
cluding 22 at Quivira May 8 (fide
DR). Great Egrets appeared out of range in
Cheyenne, NE, Apr. 29 (RCR), and at Keith,
NE, May 1 & 29 (RCR ezal). Very early wasa
Snowy Egret Apr. 12 in Lincoln, NE (RCR,
DJR); another May 8 in Anzelope, NE (MB)
was unusual. A Tricolored Heron at Quivira
May 1621 (RP, SC) was early for this normal-
ly very rare summer vagrant. Also early was a
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Mar. 15 in Mc-
Curtain, OK (BH).

Tundra Swans were noted Mar. 3—9 in 7u/-
sa (N] et al) and Mar., 14 in Noble, OK (JA),
Mar. 25 (three) in Sedgwick, KS (JNo, DK),
and Mar. 31 in Kearney, NE (BJR). Trumpeter
Swans are now seen regularly in c. and w. Ne-
braska (4 records), some birds originating
from the the LaCreek N.W.R. in South
Dakota (RCR). Two banded Trumpeters
were seen in Douglas, NE, Mar. 27 (JT), and
another was recorded in Shawnee, KS, Mar.
6—21 (]B). Snow Geese lingered until May 1 at
Keith, NE (RCR), and May 29 at Quivira
(LM, GP). Ross’ Geese were found with vir-
tually all groups of migrating Snow Geese
near Grand I., Nebraska Mar. 9-12 (RCR et
al.}. Up to 30 were observed in Scorzsbluff;,
NE, Mar. 19 (RCR, DJR).

The only Am. Black Duck to report was
one Mar. 14 at Cedar, NE (TB, RS). Cinna-
mon Teals were more commonly seen in w.
Nebraska this spring (RCR, DJR), with the
easternmost Mar. 24 & 27 in Wagoner, OK
(V], TR ez al). A wary & Eurasian Wigeon
accompanying three 3 Am. Wigeons titilat-
ed at least seven Nebraska observers Mar.
10-12 at Cedar, NE (RVS, MB; fide BP).
Counts of 5,000 Canvasbacks and
15,000—20,000 Redheads Mar. 21 at Ke:th,
NE (RCR, DJR), and another 10,000 Red-
heads at Barton, KS (fide DR}, were encour-
aging, in light of recent concern for declines
in these species.

Among the uncommon waterfowl, most
Greater Scaup observations windowed the
period Mar. 1227, with one noted Apr. 23 in
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Linn, KS (LM). Oldsquaws were found Mar.
14—28 in Tulsa (TM et al) and Apr. 18 in Dou-
glas, NE (RSh, JAI). An average scoter show-
ing included an imm. Surf Scoter Apr. 30 in
Keith(RCR) and ad. & White-winged Scoter
Apr. 12 in Lincoln, NE (RCR, DJR); another
White-winged was seen in Platze, NE, May 21
(MB). Good numbers of Red-breasted Mer-
gansers were noted in e. Nebraska, with a
high count of up to 75 birds Apr. 7-8 in Dou-
glas (NR). Among waterfowl lingering in the
Region was an ad. 8 Com. Goldeneye May
201in Keith, NE (RCR et al).

RAPTORS TO CRANES

A few Black Vultures slipped outside of their
normal haunts to appear in Tibsa, Apr. 14
(TM, JW), and the Wichita Mts. in mid-
April (RM). Mississippi Kites showed up late
but in good numbers in Oklahoma. An adult
in Keith, NE, May 29 (RCR ez 4l)) was north
of most occurrences. Bald Eagles attempted
nesting at 6 Kansas lakes this spring; only one
pair at Perry L. was known to be successful in
fledging young by late May (fide LM). About
180 Bald Eagles were found on Keith, NE
Mar. 21 (RCR, DJR). Five N. Goshawks re-
ports appear to generate a migration window
from Mar. 25 (in Oklahoma; JAG) to Apr. 13
(Osage, OK; DW ez 4l), with one Mar. 4 in
Sedgwick, KS (P]). A sight record of a possible
Gray Hawk in the Wichita Mts., Apr. 17
(RM, VBe) will need to undergo review by
the O.B.R.C.. A brief description was re-
ceived of a possible Crested Caracara in
Bryan, OK (JWe), a species still without a ful-
ly documented report for the Region.

A Peregrine Falcon that wintered in down-
town Tulsa was observed until May 10. A pair
of unbanded Peregrines attempted nesting in
Topeka, KS, but the 3 eggs rolled off the ledge
on which they had been laid. This was the
first known nesting attempt in Kansas in >100
years (fide LM). Five other Peregrines were re-
ported May 3-18; only 2 reports of Merlins

were received.

With declines of Greater Prairie-
Chickens noted in most states, it is
encouraging that at least 18 spewed
into Mayes, OK (JN). A Virginia
Rail was discovered in Cimarron,
OK, May 28 (JS, JDT). Common
Moorhens May 4 in McClain, OK
(VB), May 8 at Quivira (SS) and
May 15-29 in Jefferson, KS (DLS)
are part of an ephemeral series for
the Region. Five Whooping
Cranes Apr. 11-17 in Antelope, NE
were east of most occurrences

(MB).

PLOVERS TO TERNS

The 900 Lesser Golden-Plovers es-
timated in Wagoner, OK, Apr. 9
(JA) was a sizable count for these
times. A Piping Plover observed
Apr. 20 in Jackson, OK (JDT) is
one of few for s.w. Oklahoma. Up
to eight were observed at Quivira
Apr-24 (ML, GK).

Four Black-necked Stilts were spotted at
the Salt Plains Apr. 18 (DRe). Up to six were
noted at their breeding location in Sheridan,
NE, May 28 (D&BW). Other unusual shore-
birds included eight Whimbrels May ¢ at
Quivira (8S), one May 13 in Cherry, NE
(MB), and two May 16 in Zulsa (PS, JL). Un-
usual for location and date were three Hud-
sonian Godwits found in 7Zexas, OK, May 28
& 31 (JM, JN). There were very few reports of
Buff-breasted Sandpipers this spring, the
largest group being 15—20 birds in Sumsner,
KS, May 1 (m.ob.)—only one was reported
from Tulsa, two from Quivira May 29 (LM,
GP), and five from Knox, NE, May 21 (MB).
A few Short-billed Dowitchers were
identified May 12 & 17 in Titlsa (JA). Among
high counts were 4000 Wilson's Phalaropes
May 8 in Scozt, KS (fide DR).An ad. Little
Gull in Tulsa Mar. 27 (DRe) was clearly a
highlight. Also noteworthy was an ad. Laugh-
ing Gull at Quivira May 29 (LM, GP).
Franklin’s Gulls observed carrying nesting
material at Barton, KS, at the end of May may
provide the first nesting record for this species
in Kansas (fide LM). California Gulls were
noted in w. Nebraska, and two—one in 2nd-
winter plumage and an adule—were noted in
Jefferson, KS, Mar. 6 & 21, respectively (GP,
LM). A Glaucous Gull lingered Mar. 20-Apr.
9 in Jefferson, KS (LM). And our “Where’s
Waldo?” Black-legged Kittiwake appeared in
Bryan, OK, Apr. 13-22 (JWe). A very early
Least Tern was noted in Woodward, OK, Mar.
29-Apr. 12 (RH).

DOVES TO SHRIKES

An upsurge of rare doves appeared this sea-
son. Ringed Turtle-Doves were noted in
Bryan, OK, Apr. s (DM}; anothier was seen in
McCurtain, OK, May 3 (BH, PH); and a pair
nested in Topeka, KS, May 13 (DLS). Ten
more years of that and they will be part of the
“official” introduced avifauna. An Inca Dove
was present in Comanche, OK, from at least
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Apr. 15 (JG, ez al) through May 11 (KM, SO).
Another was found in Neosho, KS, Apr. 24
(RR), and those reported earlier from finney,
KS, may be nesting (fide, DR). Two possible
White-winged Doves were located in Okla-
homa: one Mar. 16 in McClain (JSt), and an-
other in Comanche Apr. 21 (VBe). If that were
not enough, a Com. Ground Dove was re-
ported May 10 in Garvin, OK (JSt), and a 2nd
undocumented report was received from e.
Oklahoma.

A Snowy Owl apparently wintered in
Pawnee, OK; birders were not aware of the
bird until Mar. 13 (PS ez al.), the day before it
disappeared. A bird that should be present,
but that is seldom noted, is the Burrowing
Owl; one was seen Apr. 19 in Osage, OK
(DRe).

An elusive Lesser Goldfinch in Tulsa, Oklahoma,
May 31, 1993. Photograph/Bill Carrell.

A Whip-poor-will was discovered Apr. 27
among buildings in Cleveland, OK (VB). The
Wichita Mts. have again hosted large num-
bers of Black-chinned Hummingbirds. The
first arrived by Apr. 9 (JAG). Only 12 White-
throated Swifts could be found at their tradi-
tional breeding areas in w. Nebraska; the
Rosches lament the possibilities of local extir-
pation.

A 3 Acadian Flycatcher was present in
Sedgwick, KS, May 22 (JNo). Surprise of sur-
prises on a miserably wet day was an observa-
tion of a Great Kiskadee May 8 in Cleveland,
OK (8Sh); it will undergo review by the
O.B.R.C..

Early were Tree Swallows Mar. 4 in Bryan,
OK (JWe) and Mar. 27 in Sheridan, NE
(RCR, DJR); also early was a N. Rough-
winged Swallow Mar. 6 in Comanche, OK
(JDT). Tree Swallows nesting in Harvey, KS
(BG, CS, BD) provided the frst known
breeding record for that county.

Fish Crows nudged W into Bryan, OK,
Apr. 5 (DM). A Black-billed Magpie nest with
5 eggs in Harvey, KS, was the first recorded in
that county (BG, CS, BD).

A Bewick’s Wren was exploring new turfin
Hall, NE Apr. 3 & 5 (BJR). Similarly, a Rock
Wren in Fontenelle Forest Apr. 28 (BP, LP)
was also out of its normal range. A very early
Sedge Wren was discovered Mar. 26 in Nowa-
t4, OK (DRe, MD).

Veeries were more commonly reported this
year, with seven from e. Nebraska, May 11—31
(fide BP), and stragglers seen May 8 west to
Cleveland, OK (JAG, KH), and Sedgwick, KS

(JNo). A Gray-cheeked Thrush studied care-
fully in Sheridan, NE May 14 (RCR) was west
of most occurrences. A Townsend’s Solitaire
was seen in Phelps, NE, Apr. 11 (RCR, DJR).
The Varied Thrush that wintered in Omaha
was last seen Mar. 19 (JWv).

A Curve-billed Thrasher May 31 in Co-
manche, OK (J&LM), represented only the
2nd record for that county. Northern Shrikes
were still common the first 2 weeks of March
in n.w. Nebraska (RCR). The latest for the
Region was seen Apr. 4 in Hamilton, NE
(BIR).

VIREOS, WARBLERS

An early-arriving Yellow-throated Vireo ap-
peared in Cherokee, OK, Mar. 28 (JN). Also
early was a Solitary Vireo Apr. 23 in Sioux, NE
(RCR). A Solitary observed Mar. 16 in Me-
Curtain, OK (BH) may have wintered. At
least seven Philadelphia Vireos were reported
from Tulsa May 115 (fide JL), and singles
were seen on 3 days in Fontenelle Forest (fide
BP).

Where do we begin with warblers? Few
warblers arrived early, the most notable being
a Black-and-White Warbler Mar. 10 in M-
Curtain, OK (BH). Yellow-rumped and Or-
ange-crowned warblers were still common
well into May.

Among the “hot” warblers, records of
Golden-wingeds were too numerous to list,
with 14 sightings of 15 birds from e. Nebraska
(eight of those from Fontenelle Forest, fide
BP), nine sightings of 16 birds from e. Kansas
(fide LM), and two birds noted from Okla-
homa. A Cape May Warbler was discovered
in Rogers, OK, May 8 (RSt), and another was
well observed May 14 in Sedgwick, KS (JNo ez
al). Black-throated Blue Warblers were re-
ported from Rogers, OK, Apr. 24 (RSt) and
Johnson, KS, May 14 (SC, MW). A J Black-
throated Blue with brown-toned primaries
(likely first year) sang in the Wichita Mts.,
May 30 (JAG, RM, VBe). One or more Con-
necticut Warblers were observed in
Fontenelle Forest May 11, 24, & 29 (fide BD),
and one was documented May 21 in Tula
(GG).

Many species appeared at their perimeter
breeding localities, though some individuals
were likely migrants. In s.c. Nebraska, reports
were received of Blue-winged, Cerulean, Yel-
low-throated, Worm-earing, Kentucky, and
Hooded warblers and of Louisiana Wa-
terthrushes (fide BP). Small clusters and sin-
gles of Blue-winged (Delaware, OK),
Cerulean, Yellow-throated, Worm-ecating,
Swainson’s (McCurtain, OK), and Hooded
(west to Tulsa) warblers appeared along the e.
tier of counties in Kansas and Oklahoma.

Four N. Parulas showed a minor upsurge
west to Cleveland, OK (JAG, JSn), in terrain
recently unoccupied. Up to three males were
noted in Sedgwick, KS, May 11 & 12 (JNo ez
al}, and one in Garden, NE, May 30 was well
out of range (RCR et 4l). Five Prairie War-
blers were counted in Osage, OK, May 8
(DRe), and a Prairie Warbler was noted May
15 in Johnson, KS (MC). Pine Warblers were

found in Wyandorte, KS, May 2 (LM) and
west to Sedgwick, KS, May 22 (JNo).

Other e. warblers were reported west to
Sedgwick, KS, including a Blue-winged May
14 (Jno er al), several Blackburnians May
8-16 (fide PJ), Chestnut-sideds May 6-25
(fide P]), a Worm-eating Apr. 27 (P]), and a
Hooded Warbler May 25 (DVn). Several (of
each) Tennessee, Blackpoll, and Black-
throated Green warblers, and Ovenbirds—as
well as a single Canada Warbler—occurred
west to the Wichira Mts. (JAG, RM, VBe).
Reports of Magnolia and Palm warblers May
7 in Sheridan, NE (RCR), a Tennessee War-
bler in Dawes, NE, May 19 (DJR), and a
Blackpoll Warbler in Sheridan, NE, May 14
(D & BW) are among only a handful of
records for these species in w. Nebraska.
Many more of almost all these species and
others were reported e. of these locations. The
only western warbler noted east was a
MacGillivray’s May 24 in Fontenelle Forest
(JGu).

TANAGERS TO FINCHES

A pair of Scarlet Tanagers in Sedgwick, KS,
May 13 (Jno) were apparently migrants. A W.
Tanager was seen Apr. 25 & 27 in Oklahoma
(JGN, DiN}. The Pyrrhuloxia noted in Mor-
ton, KS, this winter remained until at least
Mar. 15 (fide DR).

Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were observed
west to Dawes, NE, Apr. 28—30 (RCR, DJR}
and in the Wichita Mts., May 3 (VBe, RM,
JAG). Black-headed Grosbeaks were more
common this season in the Wichita Mts.,
with others observed east to Washington, OK,
Apr. 29 and May 3 (ED), Geary, KS, May 3,
Phelps, NE, May 23 & 31, and Buffalo, NE,
May 31, possibly breeders (RH, LR). Lazuli
Buntings appeared in good numbers; almost
everyone saw them this season east to Wash-
ingron, OK, May 2 (MD), Jefferson, KS, May
15 & 21 (DLS), and Fontenelle Forest May 5
(CH, JAl). Green-tailed Towhees were ob-
served in Kimball and Banner, NE, May 1 &
2, respectively (RS).

While almost unheard of in Oklahoma 10
years ago, the tall-grass prairie areas of n.e.
Oklahoma likely contain a sizable population
of Henslow’s Sparrows, the first detected ar-
rival being Apr. 7 in Osage, OK (DW). The
population at the Konza Prairie, KS, appears
high this year. Additional reports of the three
birds each came for Jefferson, KS, May 17
(GP) and Osage, KS, May 29 (GK).

An early-arriving Chipping Sparrow was
noted in McClain, OK, Mar. 9 (PB). The
surge of LeConte’s Sparrows this winter ex-
pressed itself with the species being common
in the Wichita Mts. until Apr. 17 (JAG, RM).
A Dark-eyed Junco May 8 in Tulsa (DI et al)
was tardy, as was a Chestnut-collared Long-
spur Apr. 17 in the Wichita Mts. (JAG, RM,
VBe). About 10,000 Lapland Longspurs were
reported form Adams, NE, Mar. 22 (BJR), a
late date for such a healthy-sized flock.

Only small numbers of Yellow-headed
Blackbirds are normally noted in eastern
reaches of the Region. Unusual were 120+
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Apr. 18 in Muskogee, OK (LPo}, and 75 in
Linn, KS, Apr. 29 (LM). Two Mar. 23 in Tulsa
(JL, PS) were early. A @ Purple Finch was
noted in Lincoln, NE, Mar. s (RCR). A Lesser
Goldfinch in Tulsa May 3-31 eluded all but
the camera and photographic eye of Bill Car-
rell.

Cited observers [area editors boldfacel:
KANSAS: Joann Brier, Mark Corder, Steve
Crawford, Bob Dester, Bob Gress, Maxey Ir-
win, Pete Janzen, Dan Kilby, Glen Koontz,
Dan LaShelle (DLS), Lloyd Moore, John
Northrup (JNo), Richard Parker, Galen
Pittman, David Rintoul, Richard Rucker,

Carol Schwab, Scott Seltman, Don Vannoy
(DVa), Mike Whitehead. —NEBRASKA:
Jim Alt (JAD), Tanya Bray, Mark Brogie, Joe
Gubanyi, Robin Harding, Craig Hensley,
Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Larry Ran-
dolph, Neal Rawclaff, Dorothy J. Rosche,
Richard C. Rosche, B.]. Rose, Roger Sharpe
(RSh), Ross Silcock, Rose van Sickle (RVS),
Jerry Toll, Donna & Bruce Walgren, John
Weaver (JWv).—OKLAHOMA: Jim Arter-
burn, Bill Beall, Vic Bell (VBe}, Pat Bergey,
Vicki Byre, Jeff Cox, Ella Delap, Melinda
Droege, Jim Gallagher, Gerald Garvan,
Joseph A. Grzybowski, Jim Harman, Berlin
Heck, Pat Heck, Kate Held, Randy Hiatt,

Deloris Isted, Vera Jennings, Nora Jones, Jo
Loyd, Kevin McCurdy, Janet & Louis
McGee, Debra McKee, Jeri McMahon, Steve
Metz, Terry Mitchell, Randy Moore, Diane
Newell (DiN), John G. Newell, James Nor-
man, Mitchell Oliphant, Sam Orr, Ed
Petoskey, Leslie Poitevent, Dan Reinking
(DRe), Tom Roberts, Pac Seibert, John
Shackford, Steve Shore (SSh), ]. Stansell
(JSn), John Stetling (JSt), Richard Stuart
(RSt), Jack D. Tyler, Jeff Webster (JWe), Don
Wolfe, Jim Woodard, Don Woodfin
(DWf).—JOSEPH A. GRZYBOWSKI, 715
Elmwood Dr., Norman, OK 73072.

TEXAS REGION

Greg W, Lasley and
Chuck Sexton

Most of central, southern, and eastern Texas
was wet, contrasting with the parched Trans-
Pecos, and with the Panhandle, which was
“on the dry side.” Yet we seemed to have lost
any semblance of correlation between weath-
er fronts and migratory fallouts. After a frost-
free winter on the upper Texas
coast, a spring cold front provided
freezing temperatures March 13-14
and heralded a cool, wet spring.
But despite a parade of rainy fronts
on the upper Texas coast and else-
where in central, coastal, and south
Texas, the migration in those areas
was generally considered dull.
April 20 and 26 and May 10 pro-
duced decent fallouts that excited
some local birders, but veteran mi-
gration watchers remained de-
pressed over the steady decline in
numbers of neotropical migrants.
“Slow” was also the word for the
migration in the Trans-Pecos and
north-central Texas. Inexplicably,
the Panhandle, of all places, was
blessed with substantial numbers
of many neotropical migrants and
a “good season for rarities.” Go
figure. The Trans-Pecos did get a
good influx of shorebirds.

In this first year after the formal
Texas Breeding Bird Atlas efforts,
exploration of under-birded areas
continued to offer rewards. For ex-
ample, Fisher and Gibbons uncov-
ered many long-overdue first Fan-
nin County records; only the most notable
are included here. A Big Day Count on May 8
provided important data and reports of many
uncommon species around the state. Notice
the dose of unusual warblers in the western
half of the state (Table 1). Unfortunately,
there were still more reports of rare warblers
in west Texas, which were accompanied by
poor or nonexistent documentation. [In

truth, we are gratified by the increasing trend
in the last several years toward better and
more numerous documenting reports of rari-
ties. We encourage all observers to continue
to provide timely details of unusual sightings
to state and national parks and refuges on the
sighting cards provided at those locations.
However, please remember that the space
provided on such cards is rarely sufficient to
do justice for significant rarities, such as those
on the Texas Review List. Contact us orany of
our subregional editors or any member of the
Texas Bird Records Committee for a sample
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however, as a kind and gentle man. We dedi-
cate this column to his memory.

Abbreviations: Ft. Bliss (Fr. Bliss sewage ponds,
El Paso); GM.N.P. (Guadalupe Mes. N.P);
Lauteles(Laureles Division of the King Ranch);
L.R.G.V. (Lower Rio Grande Valley); Norias
(Norias Division of the King Ranch); Santa
Gertrudis (Santa Gertrudis Division of the
King Ranch); TB.R.C. (Texas Bird Records
Committee; Téxas Ornithological  Sociery);
U.T.C. (Upper Texas Coast). The following

are shortened names for the respective coun-

Wichita
Falls

*Hagerman NWR

Fort Worth
® eDallas

* Abilene

e
\

* Midiand
e San

Angelo
TEXAS

+" eBalmorhea L.

of a more detailed documentation form.]
With great sadness we report the death of
Ernie Mueller, May 31. Along with his surviv-
ing wife Kay, the Muellers have been well
known among Texas birders as always being
ready and willing to help visitors and begin-
ners find Texas Hill Country specialities, such
as Black-capped Vireo and Golden-cheeked
Warbler. Ernie will be remembered more,

Nacogdochese

ty, state, or national parks, wildlife refuges,
etc.: Anahuac, Aransas, Attwater, Bentsen,
Big Bend, Buffalo L., Kickapoo, Laguna
Aurascosa, Palo Duro, Sabal Palm, Santa Afa,
and Sea Rim.

LOONS TO IBISES
One to three Red-throated Loons at L. Texo-
ma from the winter season lingered until Mar.
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Table 1. Unusual warblers in North and West Texas, spring 1993

Species Dates Location Observer
Golden-winged May 8 L. Tanglewood TC,TL), Pr
Tennessee (1-2) Apr. 30-May 2 Buffalo L. PT

N. Parula Apr. s Palo Duro MEm, JJ

N. Parula Apr.18 Davis Mts. KB

N. Parula May 7 Oldham RS

N, Parula May 8,14, 23 Buffalo L. KSeral
Chestnut-sided May 7 Oldham RS
Magnolia May 8 Buffalo L. KBI, DBI, RS
Black-thr. Blue May 8 L. Tanglewood TC, TLJ, JPr
Black-thr. Gray May 8 Buffalo L. KBI, DBI, RS, KS
Townsend's Apr. 24 Buffalo L. KS

Hermit May 12 Lubbock jC
Bay-breasted May 23 Buffalo L KS
Blackburnian May 26 Midland RMS, JoMe
Yellow-throated May 22 Fannin RR

Palm Apr. 28 Van Zandt RK

Palm May 8 Big Bend JPa
Worm-eating Apr. 15 Lubbock GBn
Ovenbird May 11 Big Bend AK
Ovenbird Apr. 29 Buffalo L. KS
Ovenbird May 23 Buffalo L. KS

La. Waterthrush May 12 Lubbock JC

Hooded Apr. 28 Buffalo L. P
Rufous-capped May 8 Big Bend KK

14 (HG), while single Pacific Loons were at
the same location Mar. 27-Apr. 3 (fPS,
m.ob.) and at L. Tawakoni May 23 (RK, GH).
Least Grebes remained quite common in s.
Texas during the season. Farther north, a
Least Grebe stayed on an Austin pond
through at least Apr. 10 (GI), providing a rare
spring record there. An incredible rooo+
Horned Grebes were tallied Mar, 7 on L.
Tawakoni (RK ef al)). Up to three Western
and one Clark’s grebes frequented L. Bal-
morhea, Reeves, during the season, while an-
other Clark’s visited Ft. Bliss May 17 (DE,
BN). A May 1 deepwater pelagic off Galve-
ston produced an Audubon’s Shearwater
(tMA ¢t al), while a Masked Booby was seen
at the South Padre 1. jetties May 31 (BMc).
Ten emaciated N. Gannets were found along
Mustang I., Mar. 18-Apr. 5 (TA); all but one
died of unknown causes. Several other
“beached” N. Gannets were found along the
U.T.C. during the season. A flock of six Am.
White Pelicans over Davis Mts. S.P, Apr. 1
(KB), was a surprising sight for that area. An
ad. Brown Pelican wandered inland to L.
Tawakoni May 16 for a 2nd Rainsrecord (JN).
A Tricolored Heron at Crockett L., Apr. 30
(BGi, CDF), provided a first for Fannin.. Un-
usual haunts for Am. Bitterns this season in-
cluded one at Vattmann, Kleberg, Apr. 21 (PP}
and one flying over desert scrub in Webb, May
15 (GDL). Cartle Egrets are normally late
summer or fall wanderers to the n. Panhan-
dle, so 12 seen in Briscoe May 15 (PA) were of
note. Nesting Black-crowned Night-Herons
at Dallas’s White Rock L. (CP) were of inter-
est. A White Ibis in Wood Apr. 30 (RK, GH)
provided a rare record for that location.
Glossy Ibis reports this season included one at
Santa Afia Mar. 4 (fide TP), two at Anahuac
Mar. 11 (tCM), one in another Chambers lo-

cation Apr. 8 (MK), at least one noted period-
ically on Galveston L., Apr. 2-May 13 (1T &
PE, ph., CS, BSt}, one in Jefferson Apr. 18
(TCH) and one in Fr. Worth May 8 & 10
(tCH ez al). The latter constituted the first

spring record for n.-c. Texas.

WATERFOWL

Black-beltied Whistling-Ducks continued in
abundance in s. Texas; the heavy rains of re-
cent months provided optimum conditions
for them (PP). A flock of more than so Black-
bellieds at San Angelo Apr. 8 (ph., DT) repre-
sented only the 2nd Concho Valley record,
while two in Harrison May 31 (B & DM) and
two in Nacogdoches May 2 (D & MW) pro-
vided rare e. Texas records. A White-faced
Whistling-Duck of suspicious origin was seen
with several Black-bellieds in Corpus Christi
May 20 (JBe ez al); this species is common in
waterfowl collections. A Tundra Swan in
BlancoMar. 25 (TG) wasa little late. Muscovy
Ducks and Wood Ducks continued to be re-
ported in increasing numbers along the Rio
Grande at Salineno and Santa Margarita
Ranch (BZ, m.ob.). Two White-cheeked Pin-
tails were reported without documentation at
Corpus Christi in March (m.ob.). Wich last
winter's report of escapees of this species on
the U.T.C., observers need to be wary of any
out-of-range waterfowl. A presumed Blue-
winged x Cinnamon Teal was at Village Cr.
Drying Beds, Ft. Worth, May 21 (ph., TWS,
m.ob.). Two Gadwalls lingered near Bayside
May 27 (CC). A Eur. Wigeon at Ft. Bliss on
the extraordinarily late date of May 8 provid-
ed a 6th E/ Pasorecord (1]Pa). The only scoter
report this season referred to a small flock of
Blacks seen in Aransas from a Whooping
Crane tour boat Mar. 8 (fide CC). An imm.
Hooded Merganser left Lee May 29, appar-

ently having been raised with a brood of
Wood Ducks (HB). A phenomenon among
Hooded Mergansers, this is at least the 2nd
attempt of dump-nesting reported in Texas

(fide TG).

S.A.

Masked Ducks continued to rewrite the
record books. Following last winter’s inva-
sion, the species continued to be found in al-
most unbelievable numbers at several loca-
tions. Unfortunately, many of these sites were
on private property and not available to the
general birding public. Four Masked Ducks
were on a pond near Riviera, Kleberg, Mar.
11-14 (tCM, CCa, N & PP, m.ob.), two to
three were on a large playa lake on the Laure-
les, Kleberg, Mar. 12—-Apr. 30 (tph., JG, MF ez
al.), one was on the Santa Gertrudis Apr. 3
(MG), and s—20 were on the Norias Apr.
s-May 5 (fph., BZ, JG, MF). Four to 10
Masked Ducks were seen in an isolated area of
McFaddin N.W.R., Jefferson, throughout the
period (1]Ka er al). The San Patricio site,
where 37 Masked Ducks were reported last
season, hosted up to seven birds through the
remainder of the spring (fTB, N & PP, CC);
by early May, at least one male was in full
breeding plumage.

RAPTORS

Hook-billed Kites are being reported more
often than in the past few years at well-known
sites in the L.R.G.V. A total of 24 Swallow-
tailed Kite reports were received from the
L.R.G.V. (inland to Bentsen) and along the
coastal plains Mar. 20-May 9 (m.ob.). More
unexpected at an inland location was a single
Swallow-tailed at Gonzales Apr. 15 (JW). Un-
usual Black-shouldered Kite reports included
observations in ‘Kinney Mar. 11, Apr. 13, and
May 8 (ML)}, and another just s. of Ft. Davis
Mar. 2426 (fide KB) for a frst Jeff Davis
record. A very eatly Mississippi Kite returned
to Pampa, Grap Mar. 30 (BW fide JEI).
Record numbers of eaglets (49) were fledged
from a record number of Bald Eagle nests (69)
in Texas (fide JE). The most interesting new
locality was at L. Ray Roberts, Cooke (BP, fide
WP). The latter nest was abandoned due to
“an onslaught of birders and TV news crews”
(fide JE). A Com. Black-Hawk seen near
Brackettville, Kinney, May 19 (CN) was at a
very unusual location. As usual, a few pairs of
Gray Hawks were noted nesting at Santa Afia
and Bentsen (m.ob.). A little more unusual
were one or two birds seen irregularly at Big
Bend’s Rio Grande Village late March+.
There were many reports of a Roadside Hawk
at Bentsen Mar. 23+ (fide TP, tm.ob). There
were additional reports of single Roadsides at
Salineno Mar. 20 (INB JMi) and at Santa
Afia Apr. 1 (TWSC). Apparently none of these
hawks was photographed, submittals of writ-
ten descriptions were far fewer than the num-
ber of reports to rare bird alerts, and there was
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some disagreement on the identification of
the Bentsen bird. The T.B.R.C. will review all
these records. A seasonal total of more than
71,000 Broad-winged Hawks at Bentsen far
exceeded previous spring totals for that site
(GD). The biggest day for Broad-wingeds at
Bazemore (Corpus Christi) produced an esti-
mated 60,000 Broad-wingeds Apr. 1 (fideJE).
Broad-wingeds were lightly reported in the
Falfurrias area (AQ) and on the U.T.C. (fide
GDL). Big Bend’s Chisos Basin hosted an un-
common Broad-winged Hawk Apr. 15 (JD).
Ac the same site in Kenedy/Brooks, where
record concentrations of White-tailed Hawks
have appeared at controlled burns, an un-
precedented 723 were counted Mar. 10 (TU
fide AO). Zone-tailed Hawks were located at
a new location w. of Ozona in early May (BB,
GMu). A late migrant imm. Golden Eagle
was in Hays Apr. 12 (JGe). The Brownsville
dump continued to provide for a banded
Aplomado Falcon through the period (m.ob.,
fide TP}. The most unusual Prairie Falcon re-
port was one in Trawis, Apr. 2 (DBo), where
the species is very uncommon.

RAILS TO SHOREBIRDS

A Black Rail was Aushed in Mazagordain ear-
ly April (BBr), and vocalizing Black Rails
were recorded from Mad 1., WMA.,
Matagorda, May 14 & 28 (BO). There were
numerous reports of King Rails from Santa
Afia, a site where the species had only rarely
been seen (fide JI, TP). Adult Virginia Rails
with downy chicks confirmed new nesting
records for the species in the Panhandle, L.
Meredith, Hutchinson, Apr. 30 (MM, SP) and
in El Paso May 8 (B]). Meanwhile, 8-10 pairs

'
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Virginia Rail near Fort Davis, Texas, May 17,
1993. Photograph/Helly B. Bryan.

of calling Virginia Rails seemed to be in resi-
dence on a marsh along Limpia Cr. near Fr.
Davis May 17 (ph., KB, JGe), providing a first
documented Jeff Davis record. A Com.
Moorhen in n.w. Fe. Worth May 1 provided a
rare find for Zarrant (CH). All 136 Whooping
Cranes at Aransas successfully departed for
their Canadian breeding grounds by lare
April (TS). flocks of a few hundred Lesser
Golden-Plovers were reported a number of
times in late March and early April in the
coastal bend and n. portions of s. Texas.

Snowy Plover, a rare migrant at El Paso, was
reported there on 4 occasions, Apr. 24-May
24 (JPa, ]S, BZ). A 2nd record of Snowy
Plover at L. Tawakoni was reported Mar. 7, a
very early date (RK, GH, JN). Recently, Mt.
Plovers have nested in small numbers regular-
ly in the Davis Mts., however, this year “was
the worst year since they were first found
[1978]” (PE), with only one bird sitting on
one egg. Several birds passed through but ap-
parently did not stay (PE, KB). At least one of
last winter’s N. Jacanas below Falcon Dam
stayed until Apr. 15, the bird at Santa Afia
stayed through early May, and the bird from
Calhoun remained until Apr. 22 (m.ob.). Else-
where this season, a pair of N. Jacanas was re-
ported at Brownsville Mar. 19; one was still
present Apr. 15 (fide JI, TP). Another jacana
was near Palmetto S.P, Apr. 25 (tBD), while
yet another was in Matagorda, May 22 (L]).
Some 370 Lesser Yellowlegs were counted
at Laguna Atascosa Mar. 19 (TB). Thirty Wil-
lets at F. Bliss Apr. 24 (JPa) was an exception-
ally high number. Many observers in s. and c.
Texas described this as one of the best Upland
Sandpiper migrations ever (AO, GL, m.ob.).
A Whimbrel at Ft. Hancock Apr. 28 (JS) pro-
vided a first Hudjspeth record; three others at
Pampa May 10 were also a rare find (F&JEI).
Marbled Godwits in the Trans-Pecos are nor-
mally seen in ones and twos, if at all, but in-
credible counts of 14 at Fe. Bliss Apr. 19 (BZ)
and 30 at L. Balmorhea Apr. 30 (GW fide ]S)
made news in that area. Elsewhere, five Mar-
bled Godwits at Amarillo May 8 were unex-
pected (GF, HH), while another was a rare
discovery in Dallas Apr. 3 (JHa). Notable
concentrations of peeps at Laguna Atascosa
included 6300 W. Sandpipers Apr. 2, 5100
Least Sandpipers Mar. 18, 1300 Dunlins Mar.
19, and 1979 White-rumped Sandpipers May
17 (TB). Lone Semipalmated Sandpipers,
rare in the Trans-Pecos, were at Ft. Bliss May
20 & 24 (BZ), while single White-rumped
Sandpipers, even rarer in that area, were at Ft.
Bliss May 15 (JPa) & 24 (BZ) and at L. Bal-
morhea May 14 (GW fide]S). A countof 250+
Buff-breasted Sandpipers at Falfurrias Apr. 17
was rather interesting (AO). Of the 14 accept-
ed Ruff/Reeve records in Texas, only 3 had
been in the spring. Therefore, the pho-
tographed Reeve in a Chambersrice-field Apr.
18—20 (TPDH, BB, ph., DFr) was a nice find.

GULLS AND TERNS

A new spring record was provided by two ad.
Laughing Gulls at L. Balmorhea May 8 (ph.,
JD). The wintering Franklin’s Gull ac Ft.
Hancock was last seen Mar. 13 (B]); the move-
ment of Franklin’s through the c. coast area
was heavier than normal (fide PP). Dunn
found and photographed a first-year Califor-
nia Gull at Fr. Hancock Apr. 16. A first-year
Thayer’s Gull was at L. Texoma Mar. 21-Apr.
3 (tJWe, LL, m.ob.). The Lesser Black-
backed Gull that had camped at Mustang L.
departed Apr. 11 (TA), while another adult
was photographed near High 1. in Jefferson,
Apr. 16 (tGL, CJ, GDL) and a first-year bird
was at the same location Apr. 18 (fph., CH).

Another (or the same?) first-year Lesser
Black-backed was at Bolivar Flats Apr. 24
(JD). A first-year Glaucous Gull, very rare in-
land in Texas, was at L. Texomna Mar. 21-Apr.
9 (ph., JWe, LL, mo.b). Another imm.
Glaucous Gull was on Matagorda 1., Apr.
15-17 (ph., 1KP, PH, BSc). Single imm.
Black-legged Kittiwakes were noted at L. Tex-
oma Apr. 13 & 22 (1JWe) and in coastal Jeffer-
son, Apr. 24-25 (tph., CH). Caspian Tern
movement in n.-c. Texas was record-setting:
24 were at L. Tawakoni May 13 (RK ezal) and
15 were at Cooper L., Delta, May 22 (MWh).
A Least Tern visited L. Balmorhea May 18
(RR); this species is a casual spring migrant in
the Trans-Pecos, with most records falling in
the last 2 weeks of May (BZ). A Least Tern in
Lubbock May 30 (MN) was one of only a few
sightings for that area. The May 1 deepwater
pelagic off Galveston revealed 25 imm. Bri-
dled Terns about 100 mi off the coast foraging
on and around sargassum 'mats (PG, GDL,
ph., CS).

DOVES TO NIGHTIARS

Continuing their northward expansion in the
state, White-winged Doves showed up ats n.-
c. Texas locations during the season (fide
CH). The saga of the Inca Dove in northern
parts of Texas continues. Up to 15 frequented
an Amarillo yard almost daily during the peri-
od (MB). A pair of Incas was found at Palo
Duro through May 24 (KS, MEm, J]), while
one or more Inca Doves were also observed in
Vega, Oldham, throughout the season (RS).
Inca Dove sightings continued to increase at
Wichita Falls, L. Tawakoni, and Johnson
(m.ob.). A Ruddy Ground-Dove was report-
ed without documentation May 8 in the
L.R.G.V. (fide BO). Probably a 2nd county
record was provided by two White-tipped
Doves heard in Refugio May 24 (ME, RW).
More than 100 Green Parakeets were at a
McAllen roost Apr. 6, while two Red-lored
Parrots in a small group of Red-crowneds at-
tracted attention there Apr. 7 (BZ). A Monk
DParakeet was present nearly all period in
Lewisville, a new location for the species
(LH). A well-described Northern Pygmy-
Owl was in Big Bend’s Boot Canyon Apr. 25
(J & WR, 1 T.B.R.C.). Although occasionally
reported in mountainous w. Texas locations,
the species is seldom well documented by ob-
servers. The only currently accepted state
record was also in Boot Canyon in August
1982. Several ranches in Brooks were discov-
ered to harbor previously unknown breeding
populations of Ferruginous Pygmy-Owls, an
important and exciting find (AO, RF). To
date, at least 18 individuals have been located
on at least 7 sites. A pair of EIf Owls nested in
a totem pole at a private residence in the
Davis Mts. during May, providing the first
documented nesting record of the species
from that area (Lo], ph., GP fide KB). A
Long-eared Owl at Davis Mts. S.P, Apr. 22
(tph., KB) was at an unusual location.
Though probably annual in occurrence in the
Guadalupe Mits., a N. Saw-whet Owl seen
and tape-recorded there May 31—June 2 (CH,
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MP et al) provided one of few well-docu-
mented Texas records. Rare on the U.T.C. in
spring, single Lesser Nighthawks were spot-
ted in Galveston, Apr. 22 (JDa) and May 2
(GDL). Surprising so far west, and seldom
encountered there, was a Chuck-will's-widow

at Buffalo L., May 8 (KS).

SWIFTS TO WOODPECKERS

A couple of early Chimney Swifts moved
through Corpus Christi and Rockport Mar.
19-20 (GS, CC), while farther west a Chim-
ney Swift hawked insects over an El Paso resi-
dential area May 25, providing a new county
record (BZ, YZ). A first Austin-area Broad-
billed Hummingbird was at a Comal feeder
Apr. 2325 (J. Evans ez al., fide SW) while an-
other visited a Ft. Davis feeder May 21-23
(—ph., KB). A Bastrop feeder hosted a Buff-
bellied Hummingbird for the 3rd year Apr.
17-May 30 (MH). Lockwood photographed
a Broad-tailed Hummingbird at Kickapoo
Caverns Apr. 7, for a rare Hill Country spring
record. A Ringed Kingfisher was at a new lo-
cation on the Blanco R., Apr. 12 (JMu), and at
least one remained in Kinney until May 30 (E
& SW). Another Ringed Kingfisher was re-
ported near the mouth of the Nueces R. in
Corpus Christi Dec. 12-Apr. 1 (GS). An out-
of-range 3 Red-bellied Woodpecker that
wintered at Buffalo L. remained into spring
and was joined by a female Apr. 30, but the
birds were not seen thereafter (DB, KS, PT).

FLYCATCHERS TO SWALLOWS

The 2nd U.S. Tufted Flycatcher surprised the
Brighams at a roadside rest stop along Inter-
state 10 between Ft. Stockton and Balmorhea
in Pecos Apr. 2. The bird, which often bathed
under a leaking public drinking fountain, was
later well photographed and videotaped (KB,
TJ), but could not be located after Apr. 5. Ac-
cording to highway maintenance workers,
the bird may have been present up to three
weeks before being discovered by birders (fide
KB). Several early Olive-sided Flycatchers ar-
rived in n.c. Texas in mid-April. At least nine
Hammond’s Flycatchers at B.B.N.P, Apr. 15
(JD), were an unusually large number for a
single day’s observation. A Dusky Flycatcher,
seemingly on territory, was in G.M.N.P,, May
31 (CH). Lake Corpus Christi hosted a Black
Phoebe Mar. 6 (GS, E & NA) and another
was w. of Kingsville Mar. 16 for a 3rd county
record (GB, PP er al). Yet another Black
Phoebe was found near Wimberley, Hays
May 12 (WP). An observation of 12 or more &
Vermilion Flycatchers at a Kenedy site Mar.
13-14 is further evidence of the continued
resurgence of the species in that area (N&PP
et al.). A Great Kiskadee was grotesquely out
of place Apr. 16 in Midland (D & JoMe,
BRD, FW, DK). Tropical Kingbirds re-
mained at the Brownsville and Cannon Road
locations, Cameron (BMc et al.) with up to 6
calling birds at the latter site Mar. 8 (JA). A
silent Tropical/Couch’s Kingbird was at Sea
Rim, Jefferson, Apr. 30 (JM). A scarce find was
a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher at El Paso May 8
(JD). Although Scissor-taileds occur regular-

ly farther east in the Trans-Pecos region, El
Paso records are few (fide BZ). A well-de-
scribed Fork-tailed Flycatcher with a migrant
flock of E. Kingbirds near Sabine, Jefferson,
Apr. 25 (TJoP et al) will provide the 8th Texas
record if accepted by the T.B.R.C. A Rose-
throated Becard was reported at Santa Afia
Mar. 4~18 (m.ob., fide TP). Tremendous local
variation in migration patterns was illustrated
in reports of Bank Swallows. O’Neil in Falfur-
rias remarked that the species had an excellent
migration while Clark in Rockport and
Palmer in Kingsville described the species as
extremely scarce. The robust expansion of the
breeding range of Cave Swallows is a truly re-
markable phenomenon (PP). Cave Swallows
provided a new Bastrop nesting record May 13
(BFre, EK, JA ez al) when about 15 ad. and 4
nests were noted. Cave Swallows again re-
turned to Sea Rim, where they were actively

nesting by April.

JAYS TO PHAINOPEPLA

A Blue Jay was out of range in Nueces, mid-
Nov. 1992-Apr. 7 (GS). A fully albino imm.
Blue Jay was discovered in Fr. Worth May §
(fide WP). A slightly out-of-range Am. Crow
called repeatedly at Welder Mar. 17 (N & PP).
Up to 15 Fish Crows were found well up the
Red R. drainage in Fannin, May 1—2 (CDF,
BGi) providing a first record for n.-c. Texas
and probably the westernmost for Texas. A
pair of Bushtits were found nesting w. of
Georgetown, Williamson May 1o (WP); the
species is quite rare on the eastern Edward’s
Plateau. A first documented Texas nesting
record was established when a pair of Red-
breasted Nuthatches was photographed
feeding young at a nest in G.M.N.P, May 31
(CH et al). A pair of White-breasted
Nuthatches exhibited nesting behavior in
Wheeler Mar. 21 (GK et al). This is notewor-
thy in light of the first confirmed nesting of
the species in the Panhandle in nearby Roberss
during April 1989 (fide KS). A Carolina Wren
returned Mar. 19 to the site in Amarillo, Por-
ter, where a pair had nested last year (KS); it
was last heard singing May 17. Another un-
usual Carolina Wren record was of a singing
bird at Davis Mts. S.P, Apr. 5 (KB). The Win-
ter Wren normally lives up to its name in
Texas and is seldom reported outside of that
season. This year one turned up at Buffalo L.,
May 8 (KBI, DBI), and another in Lubbock
May 10 (VW). A Golden-crowned Kinglet in
Palo Duro Apr. 27 (KS) was extremely late. A
pair of ad. E. Bluebirds with recently fledged
young was found at Buffalo L., May 8 (KB,
DBI), a first nesting record for the refuge. Par-
ticularly gratifying was the outstanding
thrush migration in the Panhandle, high-
lighted by a Veery at Buffalo L., May 8 (KS),
plus impressive numbers of Hermits and
Swainsons. Curiously, no Gray-checked
Thrushes were reported in the Rockport area
for the 4th successive spring (CC). In the
LR.G.V, no sightings of Clay-colored
Robins were reported after February (fide
PP). A new n. record for Long-billed Thrash-
er was established when one was mist-netted

and photographed at San Angelo Apr 24
(DT, RD, DV). Five Sprague’s Pipits were 1n
Allen, Collin, Apr. 11 (BGi, BP) and two were
in Dallas, Apr. 16 (RR). Five Phainopeplas
made a very rare appearance in Webb, May 15

(GDL).

VIREOS, WARBLERS

A White-eyed Vireo in Midland, May 30 was
the first since 1987 and only the 6th in 40
years (D & JoMe). The only Black-capped
Vireo report for n. Texas was one at Dinosaur
Valley S.P, May 30 (CE). A “plumbeous” Soli-
tary Vireo was in the Rockport area Mar. 14
(CC). A nesting pair of Warbling Vireos had
returned to Midland, by May 30 when they
were discovered incubating (fide FW). At op-
posite ends of the state, singing Red-eyed
Vireos were of interest at Buffalo L., May 23
(KS) and at Welder the next day (CC). The
singing & Yellow-green Vireo had returned
for a 2nd year to Webberville Park, 77avis, by
May 3 (BN, DE, ph., GL, m.ob.). Two othe1
Yellow-greens were reported at Laguna Atas-
cosa May 15 (LG). Packery Channel, Nueces,
again played host to a Black-whiskered Vireo
Apr. 30-May 1 (tph., A & MC, m.ob.). In
contrast to the eastern and coastal portions of
the state, reports of rare and unusual warblers
were numerous in n. and w. Texas (Table 1). A
Golden-winged Warbler was a bit late at
Rockport May 19 (CC). Tropical Parulas were
reported in s. Texas at Bentsen, Santa Afa,
Sarita, and Weslaco and on the Norias (fide
PP). Cape May Warblers at the w. edge of
their migration range included one in Bastrop
Apr. 14 (extraordinarily early)(BFre) and one
at Brownsville May 1 (BMc). A Black-throat-
ed Blue Warbler wintering at Sabal Palm re-
mained through Mar. 21 (fide TP). Rare for
n.e. Texas was a & Black-throated Blue in
Rusk May 12 (PHa). An almost completely al-
bino Am. Redstart showed up in Port Aransas
May 5 (TA). One of the most unusual warbler
reports was that of 3 Prothonotary in Kendall
singing and carrying nesting material to a
nest box May 1—9 (ph., E & SW); the species
is an exceedingly rare nester in the Hill Coun-
try. A Mourning Warbler May 9 provided an
overdue first Johnson record. A Painted Red-
start was reported from Bentsen Mar. 3 (R &
LG) and Mar. 4 (fide TP). The Rufous-
capped Warbler record from Big Bend’s
Dugout Wells (Table 1) will be circulated
through the T.B.R.C. A “Brewsters” Warbler
in Corpus Christi Apr. 8 (E & NA) was more
expected than 2 other hybrids reported: A
Chestnut-sided (possibly aberrant) x Bay-
breasted was carefully studied (m.ob.) May 1
at High 1; a Hermit x Townsend’s surprised
Dunn May s at Boot Spring, Big Bend.

TANAGERS TO FINCHES

First county records were established for
Summer Tanager in Hartley May 16 (KS) and
for Scarlet in Fannin, May 1 (BGi, CDF)
There were § coastal records of W. Tanager
Apr. 6-May 9 and 2 reports in the e. Hill
country, where the species is rare. Single win-
tering Pyrrhuloxias remained in Ft. Worth
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through Apr. 18 (fide CH) and at Palo Duro
through Apr. 23 (PT). Of more interest was a
3 Pyrrhuloxia wintering in Amarillo, later
joined by a female; the pair remained through
the season (BV). The wintering Black-headed
Grosbeak from Nacogdoches remained until
Apr. 11 (D&MW). Four other reports of
Black-headeds came from c. and n.-c. Texas
where the species is a rare migrant. Lazuli
Buntings dotted the landscape of the latter re-
gions more frequently than normal with at
least 14 reports. Most unusual was a Lazuli

Male Broad-billed Hummingbird at Fort Davis,
Texas, May 22, 1993. Photograph/Kelly B.
Bryan.

visiting a feeder Apr. 19—20 in Lufkin, Angeli-
na (D & MW), where the species is consid-
ered casual. Details were submitted of an ap-
parent Varied Bunting in Amarillo, Potter,
May 5 (RP); this would be the 2nd record for
the High Plains and Panhandle if accepted.
An outstanding find were two Black-chinned
Sparrows in Garza, May 9 (BeB), a species
considered accidental in the High Plains. A
bluebird box constituted a very unusual nest-
ing site for a pair of Lark Sparrows discovered
in Wichita, May 19 (fide DMc). Topping last
season’s record in Ft. Worth were Black-
throated Sparrows in both Dallasand Collin,
" May 10 (AV, HHo). Lark Buntings lingered
in Johnson until May 21 (CE). A Baird’s Spar-
row, rare anywhere in Texas, drank at the edge
of the Chisos Basin lagoons May 8 (tDW,
DTh, m.ob.). An incredible 10 singing
Henslow’s Sparrows were located in Rusk,
Apr. 9 (1G &]J Lu); several of the birds were
still present the next day but could not be
found later. A late and unexpected White-
throated Sparrow was in El Paso May 2 (JPa).
The last reports of wintering or migrant
Chestnut-collared Longspurs occurred in the
2nd week of April, the most unusual of which
was a pair at a Rockport beach Apr. 7-9
(A&MC et al). Away from the UTC,, a
smattering of Bobolinks provided some ex-
citement: eight were at Austins Hornsby
Bend Apr. 17 (AB), single birds were in Fan-
nin, May 1 (CDF, BGi) and Johnson, May 5—8
(CE). May 8 seemed to be a good day for
Bobolinks, as three more were in Wichiza (fide
DMoc), and another three provided “the icing

on the cake” (KS) near Amarillo, Randall(PA,
DD). A final Bobolink brightened Rio
Grande Village May 15-17 (CW). A late
Rusty Blackbird in breeding plumage was
found in Walker, May 10 (DP). Wauer iden-
tified a single Shiny Cowbird in Goliad, Mar.
5; there are currently only two accepted
records and one other report in Texas.
Audubon’s Orioles were sighted in Goliad in
March and May (ME, RW), a bit n.e. of the
species expected range. Two very rare Scott’s
Orioles were reported in Calboun, Apr. 17
(tPH). A first n.e. Texas breeding record for
House Finch was secured when the Metzler’s
photographed fledglings with an ad. pair in
Gregg, May 27. Lesser Goldfinches in Goliad
during May were just beyond the species’ nor-
mal range (RW). A Lesser Goldfinch May 8 in
Plano, Collin (TRR, JHa) was probably the
easternmost for n. Texas. Late Am.
Goldhnches lingered at Ft. Davis until May
26 (PE). One of the other highlights in n.
Texas this spring was a pair of Evening Gros-

beaks Apr. 27 in Van Zands (fide RK).

Contributors and cited observers [Subregional
editors in boldface): Peggy Acord, Tony Amos,
Eddie & Nina Arnold, John Arvin, Mike
Austin, Alma Barrera, Jean Beck (JBe), Bob
Behrstock, Peter Billingham, Gene Black-
burn (GBn), Gene Blacklock, Kathleen Blair
(KBI), Terry Blankenship, Dab Blasky (DBI),
Doug Booher (DBo), Bebe Boren (BeB),
Carol Boren, Bill Bourbon, Sara Bourbon,
David Bradford, Dick & Joan Brigham, Lane
& Mary Britain, Ben Brogowski (BBr),
Howard Brokaw, Hugh Brown, Tim Brush,
Kelly Bryan, Paul Budde, Laurence Buford,
Earl Burnam, Howard Camp, Taylor
Catlisle, Cerise Cauthron (CCa), Charlie
Calrk, Jeremy Clark, William S. Clark
(WSC), Don Connell, Arlie & Mel Cooksey,
Andy Culshaw, Neil Currie, Billy Davidson,
Betty Rae Davis (BRD), Jean Davis, Ross
Dawkins, Jim Day (JDa), Dan Deupree,
Gladys Donohue, Jon Dunn, Charles Easley,
John Economidy, Fred Elston, Jan Elston
(JED), Mark Elwonger, Doug Emkalns, Mar-
guerette Empie (MEm), Pansy Espy, John &
Bonnie Fairbanks, Mike Farmer, Judy
Farnsworth, Dixie Feuerbacher, C.D. Fisher,
Ft. Worth Audubon Society, Don Francis
(DFr), Tony & Phyllis Frank, Bobbye Frazier,
Brush Freeman (BFre), Gil Fry, Randy Fu-
gate, Tony Gallucci (c. Texas: PO Box 6,
Camp Verde, TX 78010), Red & Louise
Gambill, Hugh Garnett, Barbara Gearhart
(BGe), John Gee (JGe), Brian Gibbons
(BGi), Peggy Sue Gilbert, Jeff Gordon,
Martha Gordon, Peter Gottschling, Bill
Graber (BGr), Davis Grall, Laurens Halsey,
Hap Hamous, Peggy Harding (PHa), George
Harmon, Joe Harris (JHa), Carl Haynie (n.-
c. Texas: 737 Meadowcrest, Azle, TX 76020),
Tom Hays, Ann Hedgepeth, Tom & Jo Hein-
del, Dick Henderson, Margaret Hill, Peira
Hockey, Helen Hoffman (HHo), Norman
Holgerson, Jenny Hoskins, PD. Hulce, Gre-
gory Ippolito, Joe Ideker, Lorene Jackson
(Lo]), Linda Janacek, Bob Johnson, Cheryl

Johnson, Thomas L. Johnson (TL]), Tom
Johnson, Elsbeth Johnson, Dan Jones, Judith
Jones, Greg Keiran, Seth Kellogg, Donna
Kelly, Richard Kinney, Jane Kittleman, Kinki
Koi, Jim Krakowski (JKa), Andy Kratler,
Mark Kulstad, Ed Kutac, Leon Lalonde, Greg
Lasley, Lee Lemmons, Dell Litte, Keith
Lockhart, Mark Lockwood, Gail Diane
Luckner (e. Texas: 13708 Bohemian Hall,
Crosby, TX 77532-6320), Guy & Joan
Luneau (G & JLu), Curtis Marantz, Mick
McHugh, Debra McKee (DMc), Brad McK-
inney (BMc), Don & Joann Merritt (D &
JoMe), Bob & Dorothy Metzler (B & DMet),
John Miller (JMi), Jim Morgan, Ernie & Kay
Mueller, Gretchen Mueller (GMu), John
Muldrow (JMu), Peter Naylor, John Necker
(JNe), Bob Neill (BNei), Bruce Neville, Cal
Newnam, Michael Nickell, Julius Nussbaum,
Andy O’Nelil, Brent Ortego, Nancy Palmer,
Paul Palmer (s. Texas: 615 S. Wanda,
Kingsville, TX 78363), Helen & Max Parker
(H & MPar), Jim Paton (JPa), Mike Patter-
son, Sebastian Patti, Dick Payne, George
Peck, John Peplinski (JoP), Barbara Peterson,
Jim Peterson, Rebecca Peterson, Tom Pin-
celli, Charles Potter, Kitk Prindle, Joann
Pruirt (JPr), Nick Pulcinella, Warren Pulich,
Sr., Ross Rasmussen, Terry Risdon, Jan &
Will Risser, Paul Saraceni, Bobby Schart
(BSc), Rosemary Scott, Willie Sekula, Chuck
Sexton, Ken Seyffert (Panhandle: 2206 S.
Lipscomb, Amarillo, TX 79109), Bruce Sher-
man, Guy Shorrock (GSh), ].W. Sifford
(JWS), John Sproul, Tom Stehn, Byron Stone
(BSt), Rose Marie Stortz (RMS), Tom
Strother (TStr), Glenn Swartz, Delbert
Tarter, Drew Thate (DTh), Peggy Trosper,
Tom Urban, Al Valentine, Brad Van Camp,
Debbie Vinson, Virgil Wade, Ro Wauer, Jef-
frey Webster (JWe), Bud Welch, Ed Wetzel,
Matt White (MWh), Egon & Sue Wieden-
feld, Jonathan  Wiedenfeld, Frances
Williams, G. Willis, Pauline Wilson, David
& Mimi Wolf, Cynthia Womack, Barry
Zimmer (Trans-Pecos: 6720 Heartstone Ct.,
El Paso, TX 79924), Yvonne Zimmer.—
GREG W. LASLEFY, 305 Loganberry Ct.,
Austin, TX 78745; and CHUCK SEXTON,
101 E. s4th St., Austin, TX 78751.
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IDAHO-WESTERN
MONTANA REGION

Thomas H. Rogers

March was dry and warm in most parts of the
Region. April, by contrast, was abnormally
wet in most areas. Again, May turned out
warm and generally dry. Spring was described
as late in the Pocatello, ID, and Red Rock
Lakes National Wildlife Refuge, Lima, MT
areas. Weather effects on the migration var-
ied. Arrival dates in the Helena, Montana,
area were about normal, though winter was
described as lingering. Warblers in the
Salmon, Idaho, area were late, but several
other species there were early. Other reporters
did not comment.

We deeply regret the passing of Winton
Weydemeyer, long-time student of birds in
northwestern Montana.

Abbreviations: Deer Flat (Deer Flar N.W.R,,
Nampa, ID); Metcalf (Lee Mercalf N.W.R.,
Stevensville, MT); Ninepipe (Ninepipe
N.WR., Charlo, MT); Red Rock L. (Red Rock
L. N.WR., Lima, MT). Lat. (latilong).

GREBES TO QUAILS
A Com. Loon on the Salmon R. n. of Salmon,
ID, in April and a Red-necked Grebe there in
May made unusual sightings (LH), and one
to two of the latter species at Redfish L., Stan-
ley, ID, in late May were rarities (HR). Amer-
ican Falls Res., s. Idaho, had 30 Clark’s Grebes
Mar. 31 (DT). A vagrant Horned Grebe was
noted on Cascade Res., ID, May 20 (MC,
FK). A Double-crested Cor-
morant appeared on the Salmon
R. near North Fork, ID, in April
(LH). The species was reported at
Thompson L., Harrison, ID, May
7> no number given (JN) and at
Denton Slough, Pend Oreille L.,
n. Idaho (PG). A Great Egret at St.
Maries, ID, Apr. 28 (DS, CM,
JM) and one May 6 at Killarney L.
n. of there were notable (DS). A
Snowy Egret was sighted near He-
lena, MT, May 16 (DB, RP ezal). A
vagrant White-faced Ibis appeared
atL. Helena May 30 (BB, TB).
Tundra Swans were still dying
from poisoning by mining waste
in s.e. Kootenai Co., ID; 231 dead
birds were recovered during the
spring (Spokesman-Review,
Spokane article Apr. 11). Termina-
tion of winter feeding of Trum-
peter Swans in the Centennial Val-
ley, Red Rock L., had encouraged
most of these birds to leave, some
showing up in n. Utah, s.e. Idaho,
and Yellowstone N.P. Seventy-two
returned and were nesting by early
May (KN). Six Trumpeters
showed up at the Dry L. 5. of Nam-
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pa, ID, Mar. 19 fora Lat. first (JG). Up to four
Greater White-fronted Geese appeared in the
Thompson L.—Anderson L. area near Harri-
son, 1D, the first part of April (JN, SR). A sur-
prising number of Ross' Geese were seen.
American Falls Res. had 300 Mar. 25 (DT); 150
were at Springfleld, ID, Mar. 26 (JG). Two
showed up near Blasdell Wildlife Production
Areas. of Kalispell, MT, Apr. 2 (DC); one was
at Mann L., Lewiston Orchards, ID, Apr. 17
(tph. DS, 1S, KD, DH).

Eurasian Wigeons were reported in 210
separate reports from Kalispell, MT, s. to
Ninepipe N.W.R., Lake, MT, with 12 in
each report (DC, KH). One of this species
appeared at Cougar Bay, Coeur d’Alene L., n.
ID, Mar. 31 (SS). A Eurasian X American
Wigeon at Benewah L., St. Maries Mar. 21
was carefully described (1DS, IS, PF). The
Canvasback migration at L. Helena peaked at
a good 300 Apr. 3 (GH). Greater Scaup num-
bered <300 s. of Kalispell (DC). An unusual
sighting was a 8 Harlequin Duck on the Bit-
terroot R,, 5. of Darby, MT, Apr. 18 (WR, fide
CB). The Bald Eagle pair at Kootenai
N.W.R., Bonners Ferry, ID, hatched 2 young
that were growing steadily at period’s end
(JR). The resident pair at Red Rock L. had
young in the nest by late April (KN).

A remarkable sighting was a well-docu-
mented Red-shouldered Hawk at Indian Val-
ley, ID, Apr.2 (+CV, tWH, tOM, LL, SB LP,
RS). Three Mt. Quails were spotted along
Granite Cr., Hell's Canyon, R3W T23N, ap-
parently supplying a first record for Idaho
Lat. 7.

CRANES TO WOODPECKERS
A Whooping Crane from the Grays L. foster
rearing project returned again to Red Rock L.
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(KN). The Dry L. had eight Snowy Plovers
May 8 (MC, T & PE, AE ]G, FK, DTt). An
Am. Avocet at Moose Cr. Ranger Station in
the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness, ID, May
29 apparently made the first record for the
Idaho portion of the Lat. {fide SS). A remark-
able 22 Marbled Godwits appeared at Harri-
son, ID, Apr. 21 (DS). The species was report-
ed at Pablo Res., Pablo, MT (no number giv-
en) Apr. 29 and Dunlin, at Pablo (also no
number given) May 1o (KH, fide DC).

A Franklin’s Gull at Lee Metcalf N.W.R.,
Stevensville, MT, May 5 was a vagrant (VV).
The Coeur d’Alene area experienced an influx
of some 1000 Ring-billed and 2000 Califor-
nia gulls Mar. 13; a Thayers was there the
same day. Two Com. Terns were sighted at
McTucker Ponds, Bingham, 1D, Apr. 29
(DT).

A Band-rumped Pigeon visited a feeder at
Fernan L., Coeur d’Alene in April (fph. DS,
SS, KSt, JW, PW, GHa, WHa). A pair of Barn
Owls was rearing 4 nestlings in a nest box near
Moscow, ID (KD). A pair of Barred Owls ap-
peared at Killarney L., Mar. 16 (ES). One was
near Bonners Ferry Apr. 19 (SS) and another
at Coeur d’Alene Apr. 20 (GHa). A Great
Gray Owl nest near Missoula, M T, was even-
tually abandoned (RH). Boreal Owl surveys
conducted in Bitterroot N.E, MT, in March
and April located more than a dozen vocaliz-
ing in Lats. 26 and 48 (fide CB). Four Boreal
Owls were heard at about 7000 ft on Sawtelle
Peak, Fremont, 1D, Apr. 6 (BH, DM, KS).
Hummingbird numbers were reported down
markedly at Troy, Libby, and the Flathead
Valley, n.w. Montana (KB). Rufous Hum-
mingbirds were noted as rare at Missoula and
at Swan L., Flathead, MT (PW). The Ravalli
Co., MT, May bitd count found a Red-head-
ed Woodpecker Feb. 28 (ES) and
one near Riggins, ID, produced
the Lat.’s hrst record (TH, DH,
KD).

WRENS TO FINCHES

A Lat. first was a Rock Wren at
Emida, ID, May 16 (PG), as was a
Bewick’s Wren along Granite Cr.,
Mar. 13-19 (DT). A N. Mocking-
bird near Carmen, 1D, was appar-
ently the 2nd for that Lat., the first
dating back to 1961 (EF, fide HR).
A Sage Thrasher was found on the
Ravalli Co. May bird count (J]). A
singing Orange-crowned War-
bler’s appeared at Williams L. s. of
Salmon, where the species is very
rare, May 10 (HR). A positively
identified Yellow-rumped “Myr-
tle” Warbler was at Boise Apr. 20
and May 6 (MC, FK).

A & Summer Tanager in Idaho
Falls May 18 provided Idaho’s first
record (ph. BH, fide CT). A Rose-
breasted Grosbeak was spotted in
Rexburg, ID, May 13 (CT), and
one at Missoula May 28 was a rarity
(PW). A Lark Sparrow was a rare
find at Fourth of July Cr. n. of
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Salmon May 15 (HR). A Black-throated Spar-
row found along the S. Fork of the Owyhee
R., Owyhee, 1D, was a Lat. first (DT). Noted
at the Idaho National Enginering Laboratory,
Arco, ID, was a pair of Lark Buntings, May 21
(BH). Five Grasshopper Sparrows were sight-
ed on Little Camas Prairie, Camas, 1D, May
25, for a Lat, first record (MC, FK). A White-
throated Sparrow near Salmon Apr. 18 fur-
nished the first record for that area (MS, fide
HR). A Harris’ Sparrow at Pollack, ID, had
three @ Rusty Blackbirds Mar. 3, fora Lac. in-
augural (DS, IS). Mountain View Res., Onei-
da, 1D, hosted two Great-tailed Grackles May
28 (CT). Nine & and four ¢ Purple Finches
visited a Lewiston Orchards feeder for about 2

weeks in early May (CG). A Hoary Redpoll
accompanied a Aock of abour 8o Com. Red-
polls on Rathdrum Prairie n. of Post Falls, ID,
Mar. 1 (WH, CV).

Observers cited [subregional editors in bold-
face]: Beth & Tim Baker, Clifton Barry (CB),
Canyon Birders (C.B.), Kay Burk, Dan
Casey, Mark Collie, Kas Dumroese, Terry &
Pam Edwards, Aubree Fautheree, Edson
Fichter, Pat Flack, Charlene Gaiser, John
Gatchet, Pam Gontz, Mary Gossi, Lucinda
Haggas, Brad Hammond (GHa), Gertie
Hanson, Wes Hanson (WHa), Trish Heekin,
Winnie Hepburn (WH), Dave Holick, Ken
Hollinga, George Holton, Richard Hutto,

Joe Jaakewith, Merlene Koliner, Florence
Knoll, Louise La Voie, Opal Mclntyre, Dale
Miller, Cody & John Montgomery, John
Ness, Kenneth Niethammer, Sylvia Peterson,
Lou Potter, Dorothy & Randy Poulsen,
Wynn Rainbolt, Jimmie Reynolds, Hadley
Roberts, Scott Robinson, Mike Scott, Ellen
Scriven, Rosemary Shaber, Keith Sturts (KS),
Kit Struthers, Dan & Ila Svingen, Dan Taylor
(DT), Dave Trochlell (DTr), Charles Trost,
Virginia Vincent, Carole vande Voorde, Judy
& Phil Waring, Philip Wright —THOMAS
H. ROGERS, 10820 E. Maxwell, Spokane,
WA 99206-4894.

MOUNTRIN WEST
REGION

Hugh E. Kingery

One hundred observers saw Colorado’s first
Red-faced Warbler, and one saw Nevada’s first
Prairie Warbler—a reflection of the scattered
population throughout the Mountain West,
except around Colorado’s Front Range cities.
Wyoming had one and Nevada two second
state records in a satisfying, if delayed, spring
season. Cairo said it best: “Everything was
weather related.” Cheyenne had a cold April
and May and few e. winds to blow in mi-
grants. Heavy snowfall in the Wyoming and
Colorado Rockies melted slowly. The bulk of
our migrants arrived a week or two late, par-
ticularly the nesting species. At Las Vegas, the
desert was “lovely,” with cool temperatures
and a prolonged Hower display; resident birds
had young out and fully feathered by May 31.

Ruby Lake NWR

NEVADA

*Reno

Valley

BIRDING ETHICS

Do tape recorders affect our birds? One
Mountain West visitor described using a tape
recorder to find several birds for his life list. In
June, the Colorado Bird Report mentioned a
Black Rail, back at the same marsh as the past
2 years. The only likely way—or at least the
easiest way—to see that elusive bird involves
the use of tape recorders. The report advises
against harassing the birds with tapes; T hope
all birders have the ethical standards and per-
sonal restraint to honor that request. Occa-
sional tape playing probably doesn’ affect
widespread birds—the tape wielders don all
play for the same bird at the same place. But
how does daily—or thrice weekly—affect
that rail, if it is breeding? Until we know, I
think we should refrain from use of tape
recorders in such situations. Sometimes tape
recorders have a place, as for breeding bird
studies. But I don’t think listers should use
them to add species to their year or state or
county or village lists. Let’s think of the wel-
fare of the birds, as well as the welfare of our
lists.

Rbbreviations: G.S.L. (Great Salt Lake);
L.L.B.L.(Longmont/Lyons/Berthoud/Loveland
area, CO, using Foothills Audubon Club
records); S.S.G.L. (South Shore, Great Salt L.);
R.E. (Regional Editor); first Lat (first latilong
record [a latilong is outlined by one degree each
of latitude and longitude and measures about so
by 70 mil); ph.* (photograph on file with Re-
gional Editor); T (wristen description on file
with RE); # ph. (photographed bur not sub-
mitted to R.E.); T (written description on file
with, and subject to approval of, state or local
records committee).

LOONS TO IBISES

A Red-throated Loon stayed at Chatfield S.P.
near Denver Apr. 8-30; perhaps the same bird
moved 10 mi to Cherry Cr. Res., May 16
(D.EQ.). In Utah, Com. Loons “hit the deep
water reservoirs as soon as the ice breaks™—
Deer Cr. Res. near Provo had 22 Apr. 6 (ES,
SG). They stayed into May at Reno, Flaming
Gorge Res., UT/WY, and Walsenburg and
Loveland, CO. Eared Grebes peaked at 750 at
Goldeneye Res. W of Casper in
Apr. The season brought only 141
W. Grebes to Denver; for years the
city has not seen such numbers as
the 3500 Apr. 19, 1986. The count
at L.L.B.L. went up to 694 from
sis last year, but the L.L.B.L.
count of Am. White Pelicans
dropped to 992 from 1574 last year.
A flock of 30 white pelicans flew
over Canyonlands N., Mar. 5. At
Riverside Res. near Masters, CO,
pelicans had 2000+ nests by May
31 (RAR). They did not nest at
Pathfinder Res. near Casper be-
cause high water turned the island
into a peninsula (M.A.S.}. Dou-
ble-crested Cormorants nested at
Cody, WY, for the first time (UK);
Sheridan WY’s colony had 78 nests
(HD), and Casper had 200 nesting
birds (] & VH). A Least Bittern
spent the spring at Ash Meadows
N.W.R., NV (m.ob.}. The Region
reported three Little Blue Herons:
Apr. 24 near Alamosa, CO (ph.
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JJR), May 18 at Pueblo (A.V.A.S.), and May 31
at Indian Spgs., NV (tMC, JW). A Tricol-
ored Heron hid in dense vegetation at Pueblo
Apr. 25-May 10 (AW, tDS). A visitor pho-
tographed a Reddish Egret Apr. 22 and
watched it for an hour—(+TK ph.). The first
n. Colorado nesting Green-backed Herons
began nest building May 18 and hatched s
young in a sapling boxelder. “The herons and
a homeless person shared the site—probably
for the same reason: seclusion” (DL). Grand
Jet. reported 1000 White-faced Ibis in early
May, and L.L.B.L. reported 166 over the
spring (49 last year). At Ogden, UT, 100 were
nesting.

WATERFOWL

The U.D.W.R. March census tallied 222,878
waterfowl—203,355 ducks, topped with
55,629 pintails, 48,248 Green-winged Teals,
and 36,033 shovelers. It also included 2831
Tundra Swans and 13,356 coots. Nevada
recorded its 2nd and 3rd Black-bellied
Whistling Ducks: two Apr. 17 at Overton,
which stood quietly in shallow water in full
view, except for their feet (TEW), and one at
Las Vegas May 17-31 (tMC, ]Cr ph.). The
five wintering Trumpeter Swans moved from
the w. side to the e. side of Grand Jet. in early
March; then five appeared 6o mi E at Sweet-
water L. near Gypsum, Mar. 19—25—proba-
bly the same group (1JM, ph.). Bear R.
N.W.R. had 1000 Snow Geese Mar. 14 (SHe),
and Torrington, WY, had 5400 Mar. 20 (J &
GL). Wood Duck nest box trails near Ogden
with 15 boxes hosted five starlings, three
Wood Ducks (one with 20 eggs), plus one
hen killed by a raccoon (NH). Colorado had
two Eur. Wigeons—one in Delta Mar. 29
(RL) and one at Monte Vista Apr. 4-13 (TAC
et al). Casper had two Greater Scaup Apr.
25—27 (J & VH, ] & GL) and Kremmling had
4 males Apr. 17 (NB). The Region’s nine Old-
squaws included three at Farmington Bay,
UT, Apr. 29 (one to May 19—PP, CK}, one at
Ogden, two at Sheridan May 15 (TRR ez 4L},
and others at Pueblo, Denver (it wintered)
and Boulder. A SurfScoter lingered at Denver
Apr. 18-May 8, with two Apr. 24. White-
winged Scoters were at Grand Jct., Mar.27,
Quail Cr. Res. in s. Utah Apr. 9-May 6, and
Boulder May 1-s.

HAWKS

The Denver Hawkwatch counted 5443 rap-
tors in 432 observer hours (12.6/hour), up
from its 1992 high count of 3396. Top species
were 1542 Red-taileds, 1229 Am. Kestrels, and
1058 Turkey Vultures. Cooper’s Hawks
topped Sharp-shinneds 570 to 261. The total
included 26 Peregrine Falcons, 27 Broad-
tailed Hawks, and 66 Ospreys (MS, DN). A
hacked Osprey returned May 17 two Ft
Collins, signaling success for that city’s “Op-
eration Osprey” (A & JC). A Black-shoul-
dered Kite spent a month ac Ash Meadows
N.W.R., NV, Apr. 17-May 28 (1B & DS).
Northern Harriers apparently continue to de-
cline. Utah’s peak count was 12, Cheyenne’s
13, and Colorado’s seven; 107 flew by the Den-

ver hawkwatch, A well-described soaring,
broad-winged buteo that looked like a Com-
mon Black-Hawk showed itself for s minutes
along Fr. Collins’ Poudre R., Apr. 29 (TA &
JC). Colorado has no accepted records. Ft.
Collins also reported a Red-shouldered Hawk
May 7—27 (1] & AM, TDL). Broad-winged
reports included two in s. Nevada, 12 in
Wyoming, and seven in Colorado.

SHOREBIRDS

Surveys in recent years have revised the status
of migratory shorebirds of the G.S.L. The fol-
lowing table tallies some of the high counts:

Table 1. Shorebird surveys:

Great Salt Lake peak counts

Species N Date Location

Black-bellied Plover 3000 May2 SS.GL.
3250 Mayé Farm. Bay

Black-necked Stile 30,000 Layton Up

Am. Avocet 20,000 Layton Up

Lesser Yellowlegs w000 Apr.28 SS.G.L.

Down

Solitary Sandpiper 1500 Apr.28 SS.GI

Willet soo  Apr.jo  SS.G.L

Marbled Godwit soo0  Apr.28 SS.GL
2000 Apr.jo GS.L

Sandering 5586  May20 Antclopel.

Causeway

Least Sandpiper* 1300 Mays  layton

W. Sandpiper* 3000 Apr.27 Layton

Long-billed Dowitcher 10,943 May6é  Layton

Red-necked Phalarope 27,000 May2ar  G.S.L.

*“Not common.

Information from PP, CK, ES, AS.

Lesser Golden-Plovers visited Layton—1—3
May 3-18 (PP, CK) and Grand Jct., May 24
(CD, RL). Poor weather caused poor nesting
success with Snowy Plovers on the G.S.L.
The 115 Semipalmated Plovers May s at Lay-
ton seemed high (PP, CK). Piping Plovers
stopped at Cheraw, CO, Apr. 30 (tM]) and
Julesburg, CO, May 15 (#NE). Apr. 24, 40
Willets stood on Gore Pass near Kremmling,
CO, in 3 feet of snow (NB). L.L.B.L. record-
ed 34 Willets, cf. seven last year, but Rawhide
Power Plant N of Ft. Collins had a peak of 63
Willets May 2 (RAR). The Region’s 55 Whim-
brels included 13 May 10 and 14 May 18 at
Layton, 11 at Rawhide, plus one to four at Fal-
lon, NV, Sheridan, Casper, Grand Jct., Den-
ver, and Weld. Around G.S.L., Long-billed
Curlews are declining; as ground nesters they
face predation by red foxes (increasing fast)
and skunks (PB, ES). Curlews appeared again
near Saguache, CO, 4-12 of them on over-
grazed private lands, which perhaps mimic
the habitat where once they nested in concert
with the passsage of big herds of bison which
heavily grazed the short grass prairie (JJR).
Colorado Adlasers found a pair near Truck-
ton, a new/old nesting site (R & WK). Utah’s
sth Hudsonian Godwit stopped with Mar-
bled Godwits at N. Salt Lake May 11 (+PP);
one in breeding plumage stopped at Cheraw,

CO, May 23 (tM]). Ruddy Turnstones visit-
ed G.S.L. (three May 11), Casper May 19, and
Rawhide and Lamar, CO, both May 23. Red
Knotsat G.S.L. totaled 370, with a peak of 112
May 6. Away from G.S.L., high counts of
Sanderlings came from Cheyenne (85 May
24, JC) and Ordway, CO (53 May 17, M]).
Four spring Pectoral Sandpipers visited
Pueblo (two), Cheraw, and Weld May 8-14.
Layton marsh had six Dunlins May 3, and
singles stopped at Casper and Las Vegas May
13 and 17. High Stilt Sandpiper counts came
from s.e. WY May 16 (437 ar 3 sites, BS) and
Cheraw, CO (98 May 13, KS). Janos
identified an incredible 40 Short-billed Dow-
itchers (hendersoni race) at Pueblo May 9, two
still there May 12.

GULLS TO HUMMINGBIRDS

Franklin’s Gulls spilled over from 235 at
L.L.B.L.and 125 Apr. 10 at Cheraw to 18 at Las
Vegas May 8—10. Bonaparte’s Gulls peaked at
G.S.L. at 240 Apr. 4, 15 at Las Vegas, 10 at
Minersville, UT, 20 at Delta, CO, and 42 all
season at L.L.B.L.. A Mew Gull stopped at
Denver Mar. 13 (fLM). A Lesser Black-
backed Gull stayed at Boulder Mar. 1-Apr 11
(#m.ob.). Utah reported two Glaucous Gulls
and the Denver/Boulder area had four in
March. A Great Black-backed Gull remained
at Pueblo Mar. 14~-May 8 (tM], 1DS), and
another visited Chatfield near Denver May 10
(#CW, JK). Caspian Terns peaked at 179 at
Ogden Apr. 4 (PP, CK). Nevada reported 12 at
L. Mead, Overton, and Reno, UT, had one
May 6; Colorado reported 13, including two
at Browns Park N.W.R. (first La—C.EQ.)
and six at Loveland May 8 (tAM). A night
tour of the Wet Mts. w. of Pueblo produced 14
Flammulated Owls May 8 (BP, VT). The San
Luis Valley’s 2nd w. Screech-Owl perished on
the road to Great Sand Dunes N.M., Mar.
31—in the same place as the first (TM). Bur-
rowing Owls seemed numerous in e. Col-
orado (BK, ]nIT, HEK—s4 seen May 12—13).
The only Utah Short-eared Owl, Mar. 8 at
S.S.G.L., picked a site slated for “enhance-

Trumpeter Swans at Sweetwater Lake,
Colorado, on March 19, 1993. Photograph/R.
D. Tafel.
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Eastern Kingbird at Lovelock, Nevada, on May
18, 1993, Fourth record for northern Nevada.
Photograph/lack Walters.

ment” by ripping out native rabbit brush and
greasewood (ES). A Costa’s Hummingbird
set up a territory in Limerick Canyon in n.
Nevada near Lovelock May 18-21; he chal-

lenged other hummingbirds and passing cars

(11w, iDT).

FLYCATCHERS TO WAXWINGS

Least Flycatchers staged a big showing in
mid-May, with 80 at Bonny Res. (JRe) and 25
at Cheyenne (JC); at the same time a pair
nested for a 3rd year in the Littleton Atlas
block. A detailed, thoughtful, convincing de-
scription of an Empidonax ac Las Vegas Apr.
24 sounded like a Least (tRRu), but an Empi-
donaxso far out of range is best left as a proba-
ble ID. A similarly well-described, one-
minute, ID ofa Gray Flycatcher at Ft. Collins
May 4 (DE) is not so far from its normal
range but has similar drawbacks. Eastern
Phoebes appeared for Spring Counts at
Lyons, Denver, and Durango, CO, Mays, 16,
& 22. (TGC) A pair of Black Phoebes nested
at Uravan, Colorado’s 3rd site and the only w.
Colorado record (JRG, CD). Wyoming’s 2nd
Vermilion Flycatcher came to Fontanelle
May 22 (TRS, ph. JS). The Ash-throated Fly-
catcher at Logan May 22 provided a first Lar.
record (R]). Four Brown-crested Flycatchers
in s. Nevada included one at Ash Meadows
N.W.R., mist netted and banded June 3—a
female with a receding brood patch (B &
DS); Nevada breeding is not yet confirmed.
The 4th E. Kingbird for n. Nevada sallied out
from a fence post for insects at Lovelock May
18 (JW ph.). Scissor-tailed Flycatchers wan-
dered near (Pueblo} and far (Fontanelle, WY)
(RS) from their normal range, May 11 & 19.
Horned Lark estimates peaked at 3000 Mar.
17 at Casper; two Colorado B.B.S. routes saw
them ar all 5o stops, with totals of 245, 229,
and 290 on 3 routes. Two Purple Martins at
Rocky Ford, CO, May 12-13 were a frst Lat.
(£KS). Logan’s Blue Jay stayed to Apr. 23, and
another wintered at Muddy Gap, WY, in
sagebrush area without any riparian growth
(JWd). Some years ago, hybrid Blue/Steller’s
Jays appeared in Boulder and Granby, CO.
The first hybrid reported in 10 years trailed a
flock of Steller’s that “shunned or openly
picked on” it (LB, AD). Both Denver and

L.L.B.L. reported chickadees up: D.E.O. trips
counted 164 Black-capped (range 76—200)
and st Mt. (3-19) Chickadees, and L.L.B.L.
tallied 223 (cf. 107 in 1992) and 95 (cf. 76).
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers seemed numerous at
Ft. Collins; the five at Lamar May 12-13 were
first Lat. records (HEK). Eastern Bluebirds
nesied in a box near Lyons, CO, but aban-
doned it, leaving infertile eggs (EA.C.); an-
other pair fledged one to two young at Rocky
Mt. Arsenal, CO. L.L.B.L. tallied 1423 Mt.
Bluebirds (294 last year), but Denver had av-
erage numbers. A flock at Buffalo, WY, Mar.
28 “swirled across the land like leaves in an au-
tumn storm” (RR). Five documented Gray-
cheeked Thrushes were at Cheyenne (TBS),
Lamar (tM]), Lafayette, Pawnee Nat'l Grass-
land, and Parker, CO (TD, *D.M.N.H.). Big
numbers of Swainson’s Thrushes included
500 at Cheyenne May 15 and 100’s at Walsh,
CO, May 16. A surprising 25 Gray Catbirds
gathered at Fontanelle May 19 (RS), and four
Brown Thrashers hung out ac Fish Spgs.
N.W.R., UT, to May 31 (JBa). Bohemian
Waxwings made spring forays S to Central
City, Loveland, and Evergreen, CO (the last
seven Apr. 24).

VIREOS, WARBLERS

A White-eyed Vireo, Colorado’s 12th, was at
Prewitt Res., May 8 (3CW, JK, WH). Three
Bell’s Vireos passed through s. Nevada in
May. Coloradans found four Yellow-throated
Vireos. Red-eyed Vireos stopped at Lovelock,
NV—two May 13 (1]W), Torrey, UT, May 31
(+AS), and in w. Colorado at Hayden May 29
(DS). Each year a different cast of uncom-
mon warblers are more common than usual
in e. Colorado and Wyoming. The resur-
gence this year involved Black-throated
Grays—14 including four at Casper May 8,
Townsend’s—a surprising spring total of nine
plus 10 in Las Vegas, seven Palms including
one at Cowdrey, CO (first Lat—NB), and an
impressive 68 Blackpolls, including 13 at
Sheridan, WY, May 15 and 10 at Lamar May
12. Among the rare warblers, Boulder had two
Blue-wingeds in May. Wyoming’s sth Gold-
en-winged Warbler stopped at Fontanelle
May 28 (1RD). Colorado had five Golden-
wingeds May 8-21. Nevada reported two N.
Parulas—one found dead at Reno Apr. 19
{(tBSc) and a female at Tonopah May 15
(#JB). A short, adequate, report describes
Nevada’s first Prairie Warbler, seen at Lida
May 16 (f]B). At Barr L. near Denver, Col-
orado’s 3rd Connecticut Warbler flew into a
banding net (C.B.O.). Wyoming’s 4th Cana-
da Warbler visited Cheyenne May 21 (1RD,
1JC). Colorado’s first Red-faced Warbler
sang and fed incessantly at Wheat Ridge for
one day only, May 3, but to the delight of
about 100 observers lured by an active tele-
phone network ($DSc ez al.).

TANAGERS TO GROSBERKS

Cheyenne had one and e. Colorado had four
Scarler Tanagers. A news release confirmed
breeding of N. Cardinals around Wray, CO,
when 7 people responded to a request asking

for observations. The Pyrthuloxia at Desert
N.W.R., May 15, gave Nevada its 2nd record
(1RRu). Enough Lazuli Buntings stayed long
enough at Ogden to collect 155, bands, but
lefr in mid-May when the siege of stormy
weather broke (MK). After a fruitless trip to
see Dickcissels on the Colorado plains, NB
found one at his feeder in n.w. Colorado
mountains at Kremmling May 15-16. Cassin’s
Sparrows came to a new Wyoming site at Van
Tassell May 16 (1RS). Lark Buntings did not
repeat the invasion of last year, although a few
showed up w. of the Continental Divide:
Tonopah, NV; Minersville, Myton, and
Beaver, UT, and Jackson, WY. They nested at
Cody, WY (AA et al); 24 were seen May 22
(DB). In early May, Aocks of s0—s00 rolled
over the Colorado prairie—4000 May 1214
from Lamar to Cheyenne Wells (HEK). A
Golden-crowned Sparrow stayed at Long-

Male Hooded Oriole at Fernley, Nevada, on May
11, 1993. Photograph/Carol Trousdale.

mont Apr. 22-May 4 (1JHa, 1JKu, TMG)
and one stopped at Denver May 1-8 (TRW).
Snow Buntings lingered in March—24 at
Buffalo and singles at Casper and Hayden,
CO. Two e. Colorado BBS routes tallied W.
Meadowlarks so stops, one-third had them
49 (CEB). At Greeley, CO, Apr. 25, 3000
mostly & Yellow-headed Blackbirds literally
covered the ground in a pasture (AM). Com.
Grackles continue their expansion—Nevada
reported them although the descriptions
could be more convincing; the state has less
than 20 records. Utah’s 2nd Hooded Oriole
was observed May 14, and documented by
photos (£JM, BM #ph.) which “clearly show
an ad. male”—(ES). Hoodeds also visited
Reno Apr. 30 (tEK) and Fernley, NV, May 11
(tDT). White-winged Crossbills dropped
into Cheyenne Mar. -Apr. 9 (JC); Com.
Redpolls retreated through Jackson, Cody,
and Sheridan (75 seen Mar. 19). Both Pine
Siskins and Evening Grosbeaks reappeared in
numbers this spring in the plains and valley
cities.

EXOTICS ‘

For the 6th year, the Red-backed Buzzard re-
turned to Gunnison, CO, in March, along
with the returning Swainson’s (DR). Her per-
sistency gives support to those who argue for
a wild bird. Omitted: This report omits rari-
ties submitted without description—in
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Nevada, Com. Black-Hawk, Kentucky and
Hooded warbler, and two Dickcissels; in
Utah, two Eur. Wigeons; in Wyoming, Gray-
cheeked Thrush and two Black-throated
Green Warblers; and in Colorado a Gyrfal-
con. In addition, I left out a documented
Wyoming report of an Eskimo Curlew be-
cause the observer saw it from 175 yards and
lacks experience with shorebirds.

Corrigenda: A belated report of 2 Hepatic Tan-
ager (belated because I missed it) May 22,
1992, at Lahontan Valley, NV, provided n.e.
Nevada with a very rare report. The observers
watched the bird for an hour at close range
(DT, 1JW). The Marbled Murrelet at Yel-
lowstone swam under the canoe Aug, 30 (4B
47 1125).

Compilers [boldface), contributors [italics], and
cited observers: K. Archibald (15), Bob At-
wood, A. Ayres, Lu Bainbridge, Jay Banta
(JBa), Norm Barrett, L. Bennett, Nelson
Boschen, J. Brack, D. Bragonier, C. E. Braun,
W. W. Brockner (37), Gillian & Alex Brown
(29), A. Carother, Gloria Childress, G.
Chishholm (GChs), Colo. Bird Observatory,
Colo. Field Ornithologists, Jim & Marian
Cressman (20), A. & ]. Cringan, T. Davis,
Denver Field Ornithologists, Coen Dexter
(7), A. Dickerson, Keith Dixon (15}, R. Dorn,
Helen Downing, S. D. Eccles, Norm Erthal,
Margaret Ewing, Foothills Aud. Club,
Sharon Gander, M. Griest, ]. R. Guadagno,
W. Hackney, ]J. Halsey (JHa), May
Hanesworth (30), Phil Hayes (18), S. Heath
(SHe), Steve Hedges, M. Hetrick, Norman
Helms, J. & V. Herold, Mark Janos, R. Jock-
el, Bill Kaempfer, J. Kellner, Ursula Kepler, T,
Kihn, Merlin Killpack, C. Kneedy, R. & W.
Kuenning, J. Kuhn (JKu), Edward Kurtz, Jim
& Gloria Lawrence (16), Dave Leatherman
{30), Paul Lehman, Bill Lisowsky, Jeff Mack-
ay, Larry Malone, J. 8 A. Mammoser, Linda
McMenamy, Ann Means (46), Jack Merchant
(6), T. Morin, Murie Aud. Soc., Duane Nel-
son, Peter Paton, Brandon Percival (24), D.
Radovich, ]. ]. Rawinski, Bert Raynes (25), J.
C. Rigli, Robert Rothe (34), R.
Rucker (RRu), R. A. Ryder, Terry
Sadler, Beth & David St. George,
B. Schmidt (BSc), Alan Schmeirer,
K. Schofield, D. Schottler, B.
Schreier, Mike Shipman, Dave Sil-
verman (24), Arnold Smith (ASm),
ELLA SORENSEN (Utah re-
porter, 3868 Marsha Dr., W. Valley
Ciry, UT 84120), Janis & Rick
Steenberg, Jane Thompson (6),
Janeal Thompson (JnlT), D.
Trousdale, V. Truan, Utah Div. of
Wildlife Resources, Alan Versaw, J.
Walters, J. Ward (JWd), E. Wells,
Roberta Winn (RWi), A. Wood, C.
Wood, R. Woodward —HUGH
E. KINGERY, 869 Milwaukee St.,
Denver, CO 80206.

SOUTHWEST REGION

Arizona

Gary H. Rosenberg
and David Stejskal

Abbreviations: A.B.C. (Arizona Bird Commit-
tee); B.AN.W.R. (Buenos Aires N.ational
Wildlife Refuge); L.C.R.V. (Lower Colorado
River Valley); G.EP. (Gila Farms Pond;
M.EL. (Many Farms Lake); PR.D. (Painted
Rock Dam); S.PR. (San Pedro River); S.T.D
(Sewage Treatment Plant); V.O.C. (Village of
Ouak Creek).

GREBES TO MERGANSERS

For the 2nd consecutive spring, no fewer than
30 individual Eared Grebes were present at
Willcox throughout the season, and by the
end of May ar least one pair was seen con-
structing a nest; in 1992, this species nested
for the first time in s. Arizona at this locality.
The only reports of migrant W. Grebes this
spring came from Willcox May 3 (GHR) and
from Snyder Hill S.T.R, May 4 (MS). Unusu-
al in s.e. Arizona were two Clark’s Grebes at
Willcox May 23+ through the end of the peri-
od (P, Svingen, DJS er al) Six Clark’s Grebes
were on Mormon L., Apr. 27+ (E. Zadlo); this
locality represents a potential new nesting site
within the state.

A Brown Pelican at PR.D., May 8 (CBa,
D. Todd) probably represents one of the 3
birds found there during January. Out of
place, and early for postbreeding wanderers,
were three reported from along the Salt R. in
Tempe May 12 (fide SGa). Least Bittern is
rarely reported in Arizona as a migrant; there-
fore, one at Arivaca May 26 (LW) was of in-
terest. Single Great Egrets were reported May
9 at M.EL. (CL}, and May 12 at Mormon L.
(CVC, VG); there are still very few n Arizona
records for this species.

At least 100 Wood Ducks, possibly the

largest concentration of this species ever
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recorded in the state, were on the Verde R.
near Tuzigoot Mar. 6 (R, Dummer). Surpris-
ing, but not unprecedented for the state in
late May, was the report of two Brants (race
nigricans) at Willcox May 29 (C. Lee). The
Ross’ Goose that wintered at Willcox with a
Snow Goose was last seen Apr. 17 (m.ob.).
“Mexican”-type Mallards were found farther
w. in s. Arizona than usual this spring, with a
male Apr. 3 along the Santa Cruz R. n.w. of
Tucson (D]S, CDB); a pair seen throughout
the period in Tucson, with young found there
June 2 (J. Aldrich), and several seen through-
out the period at B.AN.W.R. (fide T. Ulen).
The & Eur. Wigeon found during the winter
at Nogales S.T.P. was last reported in mid-
April (m.ob.). A pair of Redheads with 9
young at Rio Verde n.e. of Phoenix May 30
(A. Van Auken) represents one of the few low-
land nesting records of this species In the
state. The & Tufted Duck that wintered in
Mesa, providing Arizona with its first record,
was last reported Mar. 31 (fide SGa). A ¢

- Hooded Merganser at Kayenta Mar. 8-Apr. 5

(CL) provided n. Arizona with one of its few
records. The Red-breasted Merganser that
wintered at the Gilbert S.T.P. was last seen
Mar. 7 (MS). Five additional Red-breasteds
were at Kayenta Apr. 2, and another was on
Black Mesa Apr. 23 (CL); this species is a very
sparse migrant in n. Arizona.

RAPTORS TO TERNS

Black-shouldered Kites were widely reported
again this spring throughout s. Arizona, with
at least 3 nests of this species found on the
B.A.N.W.R. alone during May (fide T. Ulen).
Out of place was an ad. Bald Eagle in n.c.
Tucson Apr. 15 (J. Aldrich). Single Com.
Black-Hawks were seen along Arivaca Cr.,
Apr. 11-May 5 (LW), and in Rucker Canyon,
Chiricahua Mts., May 7-13 (DJa); most re-
cent s. Arizona spring records are of only one
or two days duration during the normal mi-
gratory period in March and April, and both
of these records probably represented indi-
viduals investigating potential nesting areas.
Two extralimital Gray Hawk records were re-
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cetved during the period, one was in Oak Cr
Canyon (not far from Page Springs, where
this species has occurred recently) Apr. 16
(tVG, AG), while another was at an odd lo-
cality in Tempe Apr. 24 (D. Hews, B. Terkan-
tan). Individual Broad-winged Hawks, a
sparse migrant, were reported from Ramsey
Canyon Apr. 16—29 (T. Wood, JWh), from
Kino Springs Apr. 17 (DJo), and from Mt
Lemmon, also Apr. 17 (R McQuarry); this is
the 3td consecutive spring with multiple
sightings of this species. A Zone-tailed Hawk
at the s. Rim of the Grand Canyon Apr. 21 (J.
Evans) represents only the 2nd record as far
north as the Grand Canyon region.

A Wild Turkey seen along the upper S.PR.,
s of Hwy 90, Apr. 29 (M. Fredlake) was in the
same general vicinity in which several turkeys
wete seen in 1991; as there have been no recent
introductions of this species along the S.PR,,
1e1s likely that these records represent a nacur-
al incursion into the Region. A Virginia Rail
with 2 chicks at Arivaca May 1 (LW) establish-
es a new nesting locality for this species in s.
Arizona. Only one Black-bellied Plover was
reported in the state during the spring season;
one was at Cow Springs L., May 1 (CL).
Black-necked Stilts are seldom reported from
n Arizona, so one at Kachina Village S.T.P,
Apr. 24 (E Brandt), three on Black Mesa May
7 (CL), and three at Kayenta May 7 (CL) were
all noteworthy. The largest concentrations of
Willets in the state this spring were 12 at Sny-
der Hill S.T.P, Apr. 30 (MS), and 40 at Sierra
Vista S. T.P,, May 12 (GHR). A Whimbrel was
found at the Sierra Vista S.T.P. on the early
date of Apr. 3 (T. Godfrey), whereas shorebird
surveys at B AN.W.R. turned up scattered
individuals throughout April, with a maxi-
mum count of six Apr. 23 (LW, fide T. Ulen).
This species is a sparse migrant away from the
L CR.YV, where a majority of the state’s
records have occurred. Excellent details were
provided for Arizona’s 4th sighting of White-
rumped Sandpiper at BAN.WR. on the
early date of May 13 (tLW); most of the previ-
ous records of this species in the Southwest
have occurred from extreme late May to mid-
June. Single Baird’s Sandpipers were reported
from Willcox May 16 (BZZ KZ) and from
B AN.W.R., May 29 (+LW); this species con-
tinues to be a scarce spring migrant anywhere
in the state. Equally scarce in spring;, a single
Stlt Sandpiper was reported from Willcox
May 13 (N. Cook).

For the 3rd spring in the past 4 years, large
numbers of Franklin’s Gulls were reported
from the e. half of the state, with a total of 168
individuals seen. High counts included 60 at
Seven Springs Apr. 3 (RBr), 66 at Kayenta
Apr. 20 (CL), and 12 at Willcox May 13-16
(N. Cook, GHR ¢t al). Single Bonaparte’s
Gulls were seen at Kayenta Apr. 23 & 26 (CL),
and another was present at Willcox May 2—4
(SGo, S. Levy et al). Individual Heermann’s
Gulls appeared at Nogales S.T., Apr. 1
(GWI PH), and at Snyder Hill S.T.P., May 7
(MS); this species is an irregular visitor in the
state, with most of the records occurring al-
most randomly between September and May.

Anad Caspian Tern was along the Verde R,
s. of Ft. McDowell, May 2 (ph. R. Jones). and
another was at Cow Springs L., May 8 (R.
Jenkinson, fide CL), providing one of the few
records for n. Arizona. Away from the
L.C.R.V.and PR.D,, this species is almost al-
ways a surprise. Virtually unknown in Ari-
zona during spring, a single Com. Tern was
reported from M.EL., May 5 (CL). Seeming-
ly scarce during spring, a sub-ad. Forster’s
Tern was reported from Willcox May 23 (PS,
D. Lambeth ez /). Least Terns made an in-
credible showing this spring, with single indi-
viduals at Arivaca Apr. 11 (MS), at Snyder Hill
S.T.P, May 15 CDB), and at Willcox May 23
(JC, DJS et al). Since the spring of 1990, no
fewer than 10 Least Terns have been found in
Arizona, nearly doubling the total number of
records of this species in the state.

DOVES TO WOODPECKERS

An Inca Dove near Portal Apr. 1—4 (DJa) pro-
vided one of the few local records for this
species. The Ruddy Ground-Doves that win-
tered in and around Patagonia lingered into
early April (DJo). An additional two were lo-
cated at Picacho Res., May 9 (RBr), and a sin-
gle male was at Rio Verde, n. of Ft. McDow-
ell, May 1227 (BD, LH, A. Van Auken). Not
completely surprising were three individuals
present throughout the spring at the Has-
sayampa R. Preserve near Wickenburg, witha
fledgling present May 19 (V. Little, 1J.
Hentz); although not sufficiently document-
ed, this record provides the first evidence of
nesting of this species for the United States.
Early was a Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Empire
Cienega May 17 (JWh). Although N. Saw-
whet Owl is a sparse (irregular?) nesting
species in boreal forest throughout the state,
of interest were two during the spring; one
was present to Apr. 6 in pinyon-juniper at
Navajo, N.M., (CL), and another was heard
on Black Mesa Apr. 15; its remains were found
Apr. 30 (CL). Exceptional was an individual
present at the Desert Botanical Gardens in
Phoenix Mar. 4—5 (ph. R. Jones et al); there
are now several lowland s. Arizona records for
this species.

Three Broad-billed Hummingbirds were
present at Portal Mar. 28+ (DJa); this species
is a scarce visitor to the Portal area. No fewer
than nine White-eared Hummingbirds were
found in s.e. Arizona during the spring. Four
different individuals were present intermit-
tently at Ramsey Canyon, one in Sawmill
Canyon Apr. 12-13 (Smitty), one female in
Portal May 13—22 (DJa, SSp, BZ ez 4l), one
male in Portal May 17 (RM), one at Carr
Canyon May 14 (2 Svingen), and another in
Madera Canyon May 17-18 (P. Svingen ez al.).
There are virtually no verified state records of
Blue-throated Hummingbirds away from
known breeding areas in the mountains of s.e.
Arizona; thus two reported from Cristopher
Cr., n.e. of Payson, beginning the last week of
Mar. were of great interest (W. Crimmens).
Of local interest was a d Lucifer Humming-
bird on Ft. Huachuca Apr. 8 (JWh); there are

few records of this species for the Huachuca

Mzts Providing what mught be a first local
nesting record for the species, a § Anna’s
Hummingbird was found on a nest in Portal
Mar. 3, and 2 young fledged from the nest
Apr. 12 (DJa). The 8 Rufous Hummingbird
that wintered in Scottsdale was last seen Mar
30 (V. Weiner).

The pair of Eared 'Trogons that have taken
up residence in upper Ramsey Canyon were
again seen sporadically throughout the peri-
od (m.ob.). Away from known nesting areas
for the species, a & Elegant Trogon was at
Babocomari Ranch near Elgin May 3 (C
Melchor). A pair of Green Kingfishers suc-
cessfully nested along the upper S.PR., where
the adults with 2 young were found May 13
An additional pair was seen at a nest hole
downstream from the Hwy 9o bridge in late
May (JWh). Very late for s. Arizona was a re-
ported Red-naped Sapsucker along the Has-
sayampa R. near Wickenburg May 23 (J
Bartley).

FLYCATCHERS TO VIREOS

A very early arrival (or possibly a bird that
wintered locally) was a Gray Flycatcher at
Beaver Cr., Verde Valley, Mar. 6 (VG). Three
singing and territorial Cordilleran Flycatch-
ers in the Hualapai Mts., May 30-31 (K. Gar-
rett, K. Molina) provided a potential new
breeding area for the state. A Buff-breasted
Flycatcher in Cave Cr. Canyon Apr. 12-16
(DJa), one at Josephine Saddle, Santa Rita
Mits., May 6 (LD), and one in Pinery Canyon
May 22 (P. Svingen ez al.) were all away from
known nesting areas in the state. A ¢ Vermil-
ion Flycatcher at Cabeza Prieta N.W.R., Mar.
31 (GM), was w. of its normal breeding range
in s.w. Arizona. Another nesting locality for
Tropical Kingbirds was located at Marana in
May (GHR, CDB); one wonders just how
many Tropical Kingbirds nest along the en-
tire Santa Cruz R. drainage.

A pair of Tree Swallows was seen copulat-
ing at Kachina Village S.T.P,, May 15 (AG, F
Brandt); there have only been a few previous
breeding records of this species in the state
One of the more bizarre records for the peri-
od, especially in light of the excellent pinyon
cone crop in n. Arizona, was a group of six
Pinyon Jays at Elkhorn Ranch, Baboquivan
Mits., Apr. 16 (J. Evans); this species normally
wanders into s. Arizona only during flight
years when the cone crop to the north is poor
A pair of Red-breasted Nuthatches apparent-
ly nested near Maple Camp, S. Fork of Cave
Cr. Canyon, April to mid-May (J. Paton, BZ
er al.); this is an unusually low elevation for
this species to nest. A Brown Creeper in the
Hualapai Mts., May 3031 (K. Garrett, K
Molina) provided only the 3rd breeding sea-
son record for that range. A late Marsh Wren
was at Bog Hole, San Rafael Valley, May 14
(Gri). Single Brown Thrashers were seen near
Greaterville Mar. 26 (W. Cady), at Portal Apr
26-May 2 (D]Ja), and at Tucson May 30
(RBr); this brings the total of Brown Thrash-
ers found in the state since last fall to 10. One
of the Rufous-backed Robins found near No-
gales this past winter remained until Mar. 11
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(LD) A Yellow-throated Vireo returned to
the same stretch of the upper S.PR. for the
2nd year May 28+ (JWh).

WOOD WARBLERS

A well-described singing Blue-winged War-
bler was along Sonoita Cr. near Patagonia May
7 (+C. Melchor), bringing the total number of
records of this rare vagrant in Arizona to seven.
A Tennessee Warbler at Empire Cienega May
6 (1JWh) was the only one reported this
spring. On the heels of last year’s invasion of
N. Parulas into the state (including the state’s
first nesting record), four more singing males
and another female were found in Arizona this
spring: A male was along the Verde R, e. of
Phoenix, Apr. 4 (CBa, B. Nieman); a female
was at Petrified Forest N.P. Visitor Center May
9 (M. Flippo); one malewas along Arivaca Cr.,
May 15 (LW); one male was along Cave Cr.
near Portal May 21 (DJS, JC et al); and one
male was at Portal May 23 (RM). Last fall and
winter’s Crescent-chested Warbler along
Sonoita Cr. in Patagonia was last reported
Mar. 23 (DJo). A Yellow-throated Warbler
along the upper S.PR., n. of Hwy 9o, Apr. 28
(tTWh) represented only the 18th record for
the state. Equally as rare was a Blackburnian
Warbler along the upper S.PR., n. of Fairbank,
May 11 (tJWh); there are only 2 previous
spring records and about 16 overall from Ari-
zona. A Palm Warbler along Aricava Cr., Apr.
1t (H. Winkler) provided only the gth spring
record for the state. A Prothonotary Warbler
was found at Hereford, upper S.PR,, May 21
(L. Tennefoss). A singing & Ovenbird was in
S. Fork, Cave Cr. Canyon, May 14 (BZ ¢z 4l.).
Relatively few N. Waterthrushes were report-
ed during the spring season one was at Patago-
nia May 1, and two were present along the up-
per S.PR., May 1214 (GHR, JWh ez 4l). The
Louisiana Waterthrush that was seen sporadi-
cally throughout the winter at Madera
Canyon was last seen Mar. 13 (LD). A singing
3 Kentucky Warbler frequented an area be-
low Maple Camp in S. Fork of Cave Cr.
Canyon May 13-27 (DJa, ph. BZ, m.ob.); this
species has proved a casual to rare late spring
visitor to canyons in the s.e. portion of the
state. Another “southeastern” warbler that
tends to show up in late spring is the Hooded
Warbler; this year one male was ar St. David
May 14 (DK), and a female was reported from
along the upper S.PR. near Escapule Wash
May 16 (DTt). There are very few lowland mi-
grant records of Painted Redstart from s.e. Ari-
zona; one along Arivaca Cr., Mar. 28 (LW, fide
T. Ulen), was therefore of interest. Intriguing
was a well-described Slate-throated Redstart
from near Maple Camp in S. Fork of Cave Cr.
Canyon Mar. 29 (1C. Eckert, P. Sinclair). This
record is under review by the A.B.C. and, if ac-
cepted, would represent only the 3rd record for
Arizona. A very early Yellow-breasted Chat
was reported from along the Verde R., e. of
Phoenix, Apr. 4 (CBa, B. Nieman).

TANAGERS TO FINCHES
A & Summer Tanager reported from Red
Tank Draw, near V.O.C., Mar. 16 (L. Miller),

must have been a bird that wintered locally, as
this date is nearly a month earlier than the
normal spring arrival date for the state. For
the 2nd consecutive year, a pair of Flame-col-
ored Tanagers was found in Ramsey Canyon;
the female was first sighted Apr. 1o (S.
Williamson) and the male (this year in bright
ad. plumage) at the same site Apr. 17 (SGo).
The pair was seen performing courtship be-
havior, including nest building, by the end of
the period. Another female-plumaged bird
was reported from upper Madera Canyon at
the end of April but was not seen subsequent-
ly (LD). Five Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were
reported this spring Apr. 28-May 21 from
around the state (v.0.). Single Varied
Buntings were found away from known
breeding areas in the state: one male along the
upper S.PR. near the Hwy 90 bridge May
10-12 (JWh, GHR et 4l), another male at
Empire Cienega May 1 1-12 (m.ob.), and a fe-
male at Portal May 11-12 (DJa e al.).

After higher-than-normal winter rains,
Cassin’s Sparrows were found n. and w. of
their normal breeding range in the state; six
singing males were detected e. of Lukeville
Mar. 18 (D. Fischer), and one was near Page
Springs Apr. 19—26 (B. Turner et 4l). The
only report during the spring for Clay-col-
ored Sparrow came from Kayenta May 13
(CL). The Harris’ Sparrow that wintered at
Portal was last seen Apr. 20 (SSp). A pair of
Dark-eyed (“Red-backed”) Juncos, /. 4. dor-
salis, was found in the Hualapai Mts., May
30-31 (K. Garrett, K. Molina); previous sum-
mer records of Juncos from these mountains
have not been assigned to subspecies. This
form is unknown from California, which is
visible from the top of the Hualapais. The
flock of s0-100 McCown’s Longspurs that
wintered in the San Rafael Valley was last de-
tected Mar. 21 (DJo, GW).

Another 8 Com. Grackle was present in
Kayenta Apr. 2-May 1 (CL); there are now
about a dozen or so sightings of this species
from the Kayenta area. A & Pine Grosbeak
was on Black Mesa Apr. 15 (CL), adding to the
growing number of records from there. Three
3 Purple Finches were reported from Seven
Springs, n. of Scottsdale, Apr. 3 (RBr).
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New Mexico
Sartor O. Williams 11T

Dry and windy conditions faced New Mextco
birds and birders this spring, but persistent
field work paid off, yielding several rarities,
plus two first state records.

Abbreviations: Bitter L. (Birter L. N.WR),
E.B.L. (Elephant Butte L.); Zuni (Zuni Indian
Reservation).  Guadalupe, Cottonwood,
Skeleton, and Post Office canyons refer only
to those portions in Hidalgo Co., New Mext-
co. Place names in italicsare counties.

LOONS TO FALCONS

The previously reported loon excitement at
Navajo L. continued into early March, with
the Red-throated Loon last seen Mar. 6 (DC,
TR) and the Yellow-billed Loon last on Mar
7 (BV). A Com. Loon was late at Jackson L.,
San Juan, May 7 (TR). Highs for Horned
Grebes were three each at Ute L., Mar. 19
(CR) and E.B.L., Mar. 13 (JP); last and a local
first was one at Riner L., Mora, Mar. 24 (CR)

Peripheral Am. White Pelicans included eight
near Clayton May 15 (WC) and one at Re-
drock Mar. 18 (DM). Two Great Egrets were
westerly at Zuni Apr. 17 (DC) and four were
at Mangas May 18 (RF). Among the rarer
herons were single Little Blues at Bosque Ref
in April (LG, JB, BV) and at Holloman L,
Apr. 3 (GE); a Tricolored near Otis May 30
(SW), and a Green-backed at Laguna Grande
Apr. 20 (SW), the latter a local first. White-
faced Ibises appeared at wetlands statewide
Mar. 13-May 28, including n. to Morgan L

(TR), e. to Tucumcari L. (JH, RD), and s. to
Lordsburg (EL) and Malaga (B. Tolles, fide
SW); notable concentrations included 200 at
Zuni May 5 (DC) and 60 each at Bosque Ref ,
Apr. 21 (RT; PB) and Percha May 13 (CS). Sx
Wood Ducks on the Pecos R. at Santa Rosa
Mar. 17 (CR) were noteworthy; late in the
south were 2 pairs at Percha May 29 (BZ) and
one pair at Mesilla May 28 (RM). The latest
Greater Scaup were three at Riner L., Mar. 24
(CR). Two Barrow’s Goldeneyes were with
Commons on Navajo L., Mar. 6 (TR); six
Barrow’s were on the San Juan R. below Nava-
jo Dam Mar. 7 (BV).

Turkey Vultures returned early to the Pecos
Valley, with five at Carlsbad Mar. 1 (M. Be-
mis, fide SW) and one at Roswell Mar. 3 (SB)
A record 100 Ospreys were counted at the
Sandia Mts. lookout this spring (EM et a/),
where the previous high was 70. Both Heron
L. and El Vado L. hosted single nesting Os-
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prey pairs, both incubating eggs May 7 (DS).

On the heels of the unprecedented winter
influx of Black-shouldered Kites, singles were
seen e. of Roswell Apr. 9 (SW), in the Uvas
Valley, Luna, Mar. 21 (ph. DM) and w. of
Columbus May 24 (SOW), and a pair was
near Williamsburg Apr. 27-28 (GF). A Mis-
sissippi Kite was early at Bitter L., Apr. 3
(PRS); another was northerly at McDuffie
Park, Albuquerque, May 8-9 (BO). Further
evidence of Com. Black-Hawks expanding
eastward into the Rio Grande drainage was
provided by singles at Percha Apr. 17 (JP, LG)
and at Seco Cr., Sierra, May 28 (SOW et al.)
the latter a new locality. Harris” Hawks in pe-
ripheral areas included three in Sierra May 4
(JH,RD) and three in Otero(where originally
noted in January) May 6 (DS).

Migrant Broad-winged Hawks included
singles at Boone’s Draw May 14 (JP) and ar
Percha Apr. 24 (JP); a record seven {one more
than the previous high) was tallied at the San-
dia Mts. lookout during the period (EM ez
al). An active Zone-tailed Hawk nest at Seco
Cr., May 27 (SOW ez al.), may be the first for
Sierra.. A record 47 Peregrine Falcons passed
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Black Skimmer at Elephant Butte Lake, New
Mexico, May 1, 1993. First verified state
record. Photograph/Larry Gorbet.

over the Sandia Mts. lookout (EM et al),
nearly doubling the previous high.

QUAILS TO SKIMMERS

Montezuma Quail in areas where seldom re-
ported included two at the Ladder Ranch,
Sierra, May 28 (SOW ez al), four near White
Oaks Mar. 26 (GS), and five near Mayhill
Mar. 29 (GS). Numbers of N. Bobwhites and
Scaled and Gambel’s quails remained high in
all areas where reported. Two Lesser Golden-
Plovers were reported, one at Bosque Ref.,
May 8—9 (JB, CB, CR, ph. LG) and a possible
one at Holloman L., Apr. 3 (GE); single
Black-bellieds were at Bosque Ref, Apr.
21—22 (PES) and at E.B.L., Apr. 24 (JB, LG).
Good news for Snowy Plovers, with good
numbers at Bitter L. (v.0.), up to 19 at Hollo-
man L. (CS), and 17 at Laguna Grande (SW)
during the period; at the periphery of the Re-
gion were one to two at Morgan L., May 7
(TR), one at Maxwell N.W.R., May 28 (CR),
11 at Bosque Ref., May 8 (RT), and singles at
E.B.L., May 1 (LG, CD), and at Lordsburg
Playa May 20 (LG, TH). Single Semipalmat-
ed Plovers were at Morgan L., Apr. 25 and
May 7 (TR), where they are rarely reported;
highs elsewhere included 12-17 at Bosque

Ref., Apr. 24~May 9 (v.0.) and seven at Hollo-

man L., Apr. 25 (CS). Willets were notably
conspicuous in the w. two-thirds of the state
Apr. 23-May 8, including 30 at Morgan L.,
Apr. 30 (TR) 20at Zuni May 5 (DC), 11 at Las
Vegas N.W.R., May 1 (CR), and so at E.B.L.,
Apr. 24 (JB LG); late was one at Holloman L.,
May 28 (BZ). Whimbrels' were at 2 locales:
one at Morgan L., Apr. 11 & 27 (TR), and one
at Bosque Ref., May § (PRS, RT), with two
there May 8—9 (JP, LG, CR). Westerly were
two Long-billed Cutlews at Zuni May s
(DC). Marbled Godwits peaked with 76 at
Morgan L., Apr. 26 (TR), and 8o at E.B.L.,
Apr. 24 (JB LG); one a L. Avalon Apr. 16
(TTH, fide SW) was the only s.e. report. Two
Red Knots, rare spring migrants, were at
E.B.L., May 5 (CB}. Notable were single
White-rumped Sandpipers at Ftr. Sumner
May 22 (JB, CR) and at Bitter L., May 15 (CR
et al); nine Dunlins at Bosque Ref., Mar. 20
(JP, A. Kraynik), plus a late one at Holloman
L., May 7 (CS); and eight westerly Stilt Sand-
pipers at Bosque Ref., May 9 (CR), plus two
there May 29 (JP, LG).

Franklin’s Gulls were widespread and nu-
merous April to mid-May, including with 12
at Corrales May 1 (CR) and 175 at Bosque
Ref., Apr. 16 (GE); westerly were 22 at Mor-
gan L., Apr. 11 (TR), and 28 at Zuni Apr. 17
(DQC), while two were late at Holloman L.,
May 28 (BZ). Westerly Bonaparte’s Gulls in-
cluded two at Morgan L., Apr. 22 & 27 (TR),
and five at Zuni Apr. 17 (DC); late Ring-
billeds were 15 at Eagle Nest L., May 20, with
at least 5 there May 28 (JH ez4l.). Noteworthy
among the several California Gull reports
were 20 at Jemez Canyon Dam Apr. 12 (J.
Baird) and late reports of two at Morgan L.,
May 22 (TR), two at Eagle Nest L., May 27
(JH, EE), and three at Scubblefield L., May 28
(JH, EE). Two Caspian Terns at L. Avalon
May 8 (TTH, fide SW) furnished the only re-
port. A possible Com. Tern was at Springer
L., May 28 (CR). An ad. Black Skimmer at
E.B.L., May 1 (CD, ph. LG) provided New
Mexico's first verified record; the single previ-
ous report was of an immature at L. McMil-
lan Aug. 1964.

DOVES TO TROGONS

White-winged Doves seemed firmly estab-
lished in Albuquerque, with two to eight at 4
locales and with nesting activity observed
(BO, AS, TB); new locales elsewhere were pro-
vided by several on the Ladder Ranch May 28
(SOW) and one in the Cooke’s Range May 4
(TH, RD). Northerly Inca Doves included sin-
gles at Glenwood Mar. 15 (BM) and Albu-
querque May 15-16 (BO). A Yellow-billed
Cuckoo was early ac Mangas Apr. 21 & 25 (RF).

'A migrant Flammulated Owl was at San Si-

mon Cienega Apr. 2324 (JH). Whiskered
Screech-Owls maintained their recently dis-
covered presence in the Peloncillo Mts., where
surveys conducted May 8—ir1 located six terri-
torial females in 3 cdnyons: one in Cotton-
wood, two in Skeleton, and three in Clanton
(SOW). A Long-eared Owl pair again nested
at Zuni (DC), while a local photo of an adult
made the Clovis newspaper Apr. 16.

One to three Chimney Swifts at Roswell
Apr. 12-May 1 (SB) were the only ones report-
ed. Early for the north were five White-
throated Swifts at Bandelier N.M., Mar. 11
(CR), and three at Mills Canyon, Harding,
Mar. 15 (CR); easterly were six near Newkirk
May 18 (JH, RD). It was an excellent season
for s.w. hummers, including New Mexico’s
first Berylline Hummingbird, a ¢ presentin
Guadalupe Canyon May 24-25 (AC, ph.
NMC). A & Magnificent that wintered in
Silver City was last seen there Mar. 13 (fide
RF), but two Magnificents were visiting a
feeder elsewhere in the city May 8 (fide RF); a
@ in the Peloncillo Mts., Apr. 1213 (DC) fur-
nished the only additional report. Lucifer
Hummingbirds, regular in the Peloncillo
Mzts., returned to PO. Canyon Mar. 23,
where up to eight were present during the pe-
riod (RS); two were in Skeleton Canyon May
21 (LG, TH), where they have been seen regu-
larly since 1991. At least one apparently terri-
torial & Anna’s was in Skeleton Canyon Mar.
19 (GE), Mar. 31 (CB), Apr. 10 (JP), and May
21 (LG, TH) and a female was in Guadeloupe
Canyon Apr. 9 (JB AC, NMC). Costa’s
Hummingbirds staged an impressive show-
ing in the Peloncillo Mts., with up to seven
{and with breeding suspected) in Guadalupe
Canyon Mar. 30 (CB, ph. JB) and Apr. 9 (JB
AC, NMC) through May (LG, TH) plus an-
other in PO. Canyon May 24 & 30 (RS); al-
though known to nest in New Mexico, Cos-
tas is irregular in the state and was last seen in
these 2 canyons in 1981. For the 3rd consecu-
tive year, Elegant Trogons were in the Pelon-
cillo Mts., with a male Apr. 13 (DC), a female
Apr. 20 (SOW), and two females in territorial
conflict May 1011 (SOW).

WOODPECKERS TO SWALLOWS

Red-headed Woodpeckers in rarely reported
locales included one at Montoya May 18 (JH,
RD), two near Logan May 19 (JH, RD), one
in n. Roosevels, plus four at Boone's Draw May
22 (JB, CR), and one at Carlsbad May 19 (fide
SW). Noteworthy were one to two Gila
Woodpeckers at San Simon Cienega Apr. 10
(JP) and Apr. 2224 (JH). A ? Red-bellied
Woodpecker was at Boone’s Draw May 14
(JP); verified in the state only in 1990, this was
the first May report. A 2 Yellow-bellied Sap-
sucker was westerly at Glenwood Mar. 25
(JH, EE). A “Yellow-breasted Sapsucker with
a brilliant red head and breast” at Water
Canyon, Socorre, Mar. 6 (]. Karo) may have
been ruber (a species unverified in New Mexi-
co) or an intermediate ruberx nuchalis.

A probable Least Flycatcher, a scarce New
Mexico migrant, was at Boone’s Draw May 14
(JP). Easterly was a Western-type Flycaccher
atan. Rooseveltmigrant trap May 22 (JB, CR).
Somewhat early was an E. Phoebe at Las Ve-
gas Mar. 25 (CR); another at Mills Canyon
near Roy May 31 (HS) suggested potential
summering there. A Brown-crested Flycatch-
er was at San Simon Cinega Apr. 23—24 (JH),
where it is rarely reported. Westerly were one
to three E. Kingbirds at Kirtland May 22
(TR). Scissor-tailed Flycatchers beyond the
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normal range were singles north to Endee,
Quay, May 19 (JH, RD) and west to Stanley
May 23 (SOW) and White Sands N.M., May
31 (JM). A high count for Purple Martins was
>30 along the Sacramento R., Otero, Apr. 27
& 29 (CB); noteworthy was a pair near Leyba,
s. San Miguel, May 16 (JH, EE), plusa male in
the Animas Mits. (where breeding is
unconfirmed) May 10 (SOW)}. A colony of
>200 Bank Swallows at Calabacillas Arroyo,
Bernalillo, Apr. 9 (HS) was successfully avoid-
ing dirt-bike activities but may be jeopar-
dized by future road construction. Cave Swal-
lows were first discovered in Dona Ana last
August; this spring they returned to La
Union, where about a dozen were found nest-

ing under a canal bridge May 24 & 28 (BZ).

CORVIDS TO SHRIKES
The status of Steller’s Jay in the San Andres
Mts. is poorly understood; this year the

Male Costa’s Hummingbird in upper Guadalupe

Canyon, New Mexico, March 30, 1993.
Photograph/James Black.

species was found on surveys there in April,
but not in May (MW). A high of 24 Blue Jays
was at Ft. Sumner Mar. 6 (CR). Pinyon Jays
beyond the usual range limits included easter-
ly reports of 25, including several fledglings,
near Cuervo May 18 (JH, RD) and others at
Montoya and near San Jon May 18-19 (JH,
RD) plus a southerly report of six at Mesilla
May 25 (RM). Black-billed Magpies appeared
to be successfully expanding southward along
the Rio Grande and Pecos drainages, as evi-
denced by at least 2 active nests at Bernalillo,
Sandoval, Apr. 4 (ph. BW) and 1—2 adults ar
Dilia, Guadelupe, Mar. 6 & 17 (CR). An Am.
Crow was seen Apr. 3 at Carlsbad (SW),
where there are few local records. Common
Ravens, defying commonly held perceptions
of habitat and nesting preferences, were
found east to Tucumcari, San Jon, and Logan
May 17-19 (JH, RD) and nesting in desert
scrub near San Simon Cienega Apr. 23 (JH);
near Stanley were 4 active nests of Commons
along with 12 nests of Chihuahuans (BW),
most of them on power line towers.

Southerly Black-capped Chickadees in-
cluded two at Belen May 31 (LG, CD). More
evidence of northeasterly Cactus Wrens was
provided by two singing birds, plus 2 nest
structures, near Tucumcari Mar. 19 (CR);
noteworthy was a pair near a nest w. of Socor-
ro Apr. 30 (CB). Eastern Bluebirds were pre-
sent in the Cliff area throughout the period
(v.0.), where there may be 3—4 nesting pairs
(RF); other late-spring Easterns were one at

Cuervo May 18 (JH, RD) and two singing
males at Las Cruces May 18 (RM). Easterly
were eight Mt. Bluebirds at Ute L., Mar. 19
(CR). A Gray Catbird at Percha May 29 (BZ)
was late. A Brown Thrasher in n. Roosevelt
May 22 (JB, CR) was a local first; another was
well documented as it made the rounds in a
Las Cruces neighborhood Mar. 24~Apr. 17
(v.0.). Late was an Am. Pipit at Bosque Ref,,
May 29 (JP, LG); a possible Sprague’s was seen
briefly at Bosque Ref., Apr. 8 (RT, C. Teuber).
Cedar Waxwings were widespread in small
numbers March-May (v.0.); notable were
about 300 in Roswell through April (SB) and
42 at Silver City Apr. 6 (EL). Phainopeplas at
the fringes of the usual range included two
near Bill Evans L., Apr. 30 (EL), where eight
were seen May 30 (RF); singles in the Cooke’s
Range May 26 (SOW) and Sevillera N.W.R.,
Mar. 11 (RT, PB); plus others at 4 locales at
San Andres N.W.R. in May (MW). Single N.
Shrikes were near Navajo Dam Mar. 7 (BV)
and at Zuni Mar. 7-8 (ph. DC).

VIREOS TO TANAGERS

Bell’s Vireos are scarce in the Rio Grande Val-
ley, so singles at Williamsburg Apr. 28 (GF)
and May 4 (JH, RD), Percha Apr. 30 and May
8 (RM), and Rincon Apr. 30 (RM) were note-
worthy; Bell’s elsewhere included 4+ at San
Simon Cienega Apr. 2124 (JH) and a high of
15 at Rartlesnake Springs May 8 (SW, LB). A
significant population of Gray Vireos was
documented in the western foothills of the
Manzano Mts. on Kirtland A.EB., Bernalillo,
with 22 territorial males in May and nest
building observed May 20 (CB); evidence of
another heretofore undetected population of
Grays was provided by five singing in the
Cooke’s Range May 5 (JH). Very rare in New
Mexico, a Yellow-throated Vireo was at
Boone’s Draw May 22 (JB CR). Hutton’s
Vireos ar the fringes of the range were two
singing in the Burro Mts., Mar. 17 (DM), one
to two in the San Francisco Mts., May 4~
(SOW), and one in Las Cruces Mar. 17 (CS).
The only Red-eyed Vireo was at Rattlesnake
Springs May 8 (SW/, LB). Far n.e. of the usual
range, a possible Lucy’s Warbler was at Las
Vegas N.W.R., May 2 (C. Brozek), a day after
a blizzard swept the area.

Townsend’s Warblers, normally scarce in
spring, included one to two at 4 locales in the
Rio Grande corridor Apr. 24-May 8 (v.0.).
Among the rarer warblers were a Yellow-
throated Warbler at White Sands N.M., Apr.
28 (JM), a & Chestnut-sided at Corrales May
1 (CR), single & Magnolias at Rattlesnake
Springs May 13 (JP) and at Boone’s Draw May
14 (JP ez al), single Palms at Santa Fe May 8
(BF) and Boone’s Draw May 14 (JP), and a @
Bay-breasted plus a Worm-eating at Rat-
tlesnake Springs May 13 (JP), where there was
also a & Prothonotary May 28 (SW, TJH).
Single Black-and-whites were at Corrales
Apr. 25 (CR) and Rattlesnake Springs May 16
(CR). The only Ovenbird was at Percha May
16 (BV); one to four N, Watercthrushes were at
5 locales in the Rio Grande corridor and at
Rattlesnake Springs during May 1-16 (v.0.). A

Cave Swallow in Dona Ana County, New Mexico,
May 24, 1993. The species was first recorded
in this area just last year. Photograph/

Barry R. Zimmer.

3 Hooded Warbler was along the Rio Chama
May 25 (DM ez al); a Wilson’s was early at
Mesilla Apr. 3 (RM). Red-faced Warblers near
the n. edge of their range were breeding in
Copper Canyon, Magdalena Mts., in May
(HS); more than eight Red-faceds along the
Sacramento R., Apr. 27-29 (CB) established a
new Orero locale. Peripheral Painted Red-
starts included two in Sawmill Canyon, Mag-
dalena Mts., May 11 (HS) and one at Drip-
ping Springs, Organ Mts., Mar. 20 (fide CS).
Small numbers of Olive Warblers were in the
San Francisco Mts., May 5 (SOW), Mogollon
Mts., May 30 (DM), Pinos Altos Mts. (where
nesting) in mid-May (RF), and the Black
Range May 8 (CS) & 29 (BZ). A Hepatic
Tanager at Mills Canyon May 31 (HS) was
near the species’ northeastern limit; other
noteworthy Hepatics were singles at San An-
dres NNW.R. in April (MW) and at Rat-
tlesnake Springs May 8 (SW). Northerly
Summer Tanagers were one at Corrales Apr.
25 (CR) and three there May 1 (CR) plus three
at Bernalillo May 2 (JH et al) and two at Ft.
Sumner May 22 (CR, JP).

GROSBEAKS TO FINCHES

Pyrrhuloxias beyond the usual s. lowland range
included two at Glenwood in mid-March
{BM)}, three near San Lorenzo Mar. 12 (EL),
and one there Apr. 21 (SOW), one near Moun-
tainair Apr. 17 (TB, fide PRS), and two at Ft.
Sumner Mar. 6 (CR). Rose-breasted Grosbeaks
made a good showing from the Rio Grande
Valley eastward, with at least 10 males scartered
at 6 sites May 8—29 (v.0.); € Rose-breasteds
were at Percha (RM) and Rattlesnake Springs
{JP, CR) May 16. Indigo Buntings were wide-
spread in May (v.0.), earliest were one to two at
Santa Fe Apr. 24 (LH), Corrales Apr. 25 (CR),
and Roswell Apr. 23 (SB), while westetly was
one at Zuni May 11 (ph. DC). At least five Var-
ied Buntings were in Guadalupe Canyon May
23 (LG, TH), and one was singing in Walnut
Canyon, Eddy, May 31 (SW); vagrants were
single males near Williamsburg Apr. 28 (GF)
and near Orogrande May 10 (J. Kozma). Six
Dickcissels singing at Fr. Sumner May 25 (JB,
CR) was a high number for that dependable lo-
cale. A high of 12 Abert’s Towhees was at San Si-
mon Cienega Apr. 2124 (JH et al). Notewor-
thy were two singing Cassin’s Sparrows at Kirt-
land A.EB., May 19 & 26 (CB). Rufous-
crowned Sparrows at their e. limit were singles
near Montoya May 18 (JH, RD) and near Tu-
cumcari Mar. 19 (CR). Field Sparrows again
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were at Waldrop Park, Chaves, with three Mar.
25 (CR) and one Apr. 3 (JP, CB, LG). Single
Lark Buntings strayed west to Zuni Apr. 10
(DC), Santa Clara May 9 (CR), and Santa Fe
Apr. 24 (LH). Small numbers of Savannah
Sparrows were singing at Eagle Nest May 28
(JH, EE) and at Maxwell N.W.R., May 20 (JH,
RD) and May 28 (CR); non-singing Savannahs
were at Capulin May 20 (JH, RD). Grasshop-
per Sparrows were relatively numerous in the
n.e. and included 12 at Maxwell N.W.R., May
28 (CR), 15 near Clayton May 20 (JH, RD),
and 25 near Broadview, Curry, May 19 (JH,
RD); one at Miami May 27 (JH, EE) provided
anew locale. A reddish brown Fox Sparrow was
at Zuni Apr. 17 (DC); late was a White-throat-
ed singing at PO. Canyon May 4-8 (RS).
Northerly E. Meadowlarks were at Kirtland
A.EB. late April-May (CB), where described
as common and outnumbering Westerns.
Westerly was a Com. Grackle at Zuni Apr. 18
(ph. DC) while to the south “numbers re-
mained high” at Carlsbad (SW); the species
continued to thrive over that part of the state
from Santa Fe and Socorro eastward. Orchard
Orioles beyond their Rattlesnake Springs
stronghold were single males at Boone’s Draw
May 14 (JP) and at Mesquite May 19 (RM).
Hooded Orioles away from their usual haunts
included one at Zuni May 2021 (ph. DC),
one to two in the Cooke’s Range May 4—5 (JH,
RD) & 26 (SOW), and a pair on Animas Cr.,
Sierra, May 28 (SOW). One to two Scott’s were
found north to Santa Clara May 9 (CR) and
east to Montoya May 18 (JH, RD). Reports of
Cassin’s Finches were few, with small numbers
in the Zuni (DC), Sangre de Cristo (CR), and
Sandia (DM, CR)} mountains and at Santa Fe
(LH). Red Crossbills were conspicuous in the
far west, including in the Zuni area (DC), San
Francisco and Tularosa ranges (SOW), near
Mule Cr. (JH, EE), and the Pinos Altos Ms.
(RF, EL); to the east, up to 10 were near Leyba
May 16 (JH, EE). Late was an Am. Goldfinch
singing in Cimarron Canyon May 28 (CR).
Evening Grosbeaks were restricted to the Je-
mez, Sangre de Cristo, and Sandia ranges and
adjacent riparian areas (v.0.), with an outlying

report from Zuni Apr. 2 (DC).

Initialed observers: Pat Basham, Sherry Bixler,
Charles Black, James Black, Tamie Bulow,
Lori Bush, David Cleary, Wes Cook, Alan
Craig, Narca Moore Craig, Carol Davis,
Robert Dickerman, Ellen Espinoza, Gordon
Ewing, Greg Farley, Ralph Fisher, Bernard
Foy, Larry Gorbet, Lois Herrmann, Tommy
Joe Hines, John Hubbard, Tyler Huning, Eu-
gene Lewis, John Mangimeli, Barbara McK-
night, David Mehlman, Eric Meyer, Ray-
mond Meyer, Bruce Ostyn, John Parmeter,
Tim Reeves, Christopher Rustay, Catherine
Sandell, Robert Scholes, Gregory Schmitt,
Hart Schwarz, Patricia R. Snider, Dale
Stahlecker, Paul E. Steel, Alan Swain, Ross
Teuber, Brad Vaughn, Myra Weisenberger,
Steve West, Bill Willard, S. O. Williams, Bar-
ry Zimmer.—SARTOR O. WILLIAMS I1I,
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish,
P.O. Box 25112, Santa Fe, NM 87504.

ALASKA REGION

T G. Tobish, ]r.

Essentially the entire Region was under a sim-
ilar weather pattern, and migration Region-
wide was early, fast, and relatively uneventful.
March and April found average temperatures
and precipitation across the state, and the ear-
liest migrants included standard species and
numbers. By early May, summer-like temper-
atures bathed the Region; the Aleutian Low
drifted well south of the norm and played lit-
tle role in the funneling of storm cycles. Sub-
sequent weather conditions tracked low-pres-
sure cells south and mostly clear of the west-
ern Aleutians. Few storms reached the North
Gulf Coast. Juneau had its warmest May in
history, and most North Gulf Coast commu-
nities racked near-record highs for April and
May. Observers in the southern half of the
State assessed shorebird migration as fast,
with no noteworthy, or even normal, concen-
trations at traditional sites.

Passerine migration was early for most
species, and nesting had begun wecks ahead
of normal for many species. For later-arriving
insectivores, all except Alder Flycatcher were
accounted for in breeding season numbers by
the end of May (e.g., Blackpoll and Yellow
warblers). This provided a striking contrast
with spring 1992, when the later-arriving
species were mostly absent until mid-June.
The Aleutian—Bering Sea outposts had rela-
tively poor seasons with a minimal Asiatic
component and unfavorable winds.

LOONS TO RAPTORS

The traditional Sumner Strait W. Grebe
spring count peaked art a very low 280, con-
trasting sharply with last year’s record high
(PJW). A lingering winter-dispersed Great
Blue Heron was very late at Seldovia through
most of May (SH). Most herons that manage
to winter w. of breeding areas, to Kodiak and
Kachemak Bay, depart by April. The season’s
only Bean Goose was reported from Artu,
where a single appeared ready to spend the
summer at Alexai Pt., May 21-June 6 (AT-
TOUR). Aleutian Canada Geese descended
upon Attu throughout May, with a maxi-
mum of 59 May 27 (ATTOUR). These birds
represent the now expanding, and strongly
recovering, population from this form’s last
Aleutian stronghold of Buldir I. As partof the
subspecies’ recovery program, captured birds
from Buldir were placed on nearby Agattu,
Alaid, and Nizki Ls., and progeny of those re-
leases no doubt have begun to inspect Arru.
The Region’s 3rd substantiated Spotbill Duck
frequented subtidal area’s of Attu’s Krasni Pt.,
May 18-19 (ATTOUR), providing the first
true spring migrant record. Northern Shovel-
ers appeared in unprecedented numbers at
Kodiak, where soo+ were tallied May 11
(RAM). Kodiak’s previous daily spring peak
was 300. The pair of N. Shovelers at Barrow
May 25 (RS) appear to represent the earliest

local spring record. Two pairs of Cinnamon
Teal were located in what has become the tra-
ditional spring locale on the lower Stikine R.,
one each at Sergief I., May 8—9 (PJW, MEI)
and at Barnes L., May 2930 (PJW). Inan un-
precedented show of abundance, up to 250+
Eur. Wigeons were counted during aerial sur-
veys at Izembek Lagoon Mar. 8 & 24 (CFZ,
CPD). This number eclipses the Region’s pre-
vious high count from any season by a factor
of 10. The lIzembek area may be a pre-migra-
tion staging site for w. Alaska wintering Eur.
Wigeons. An above-average flight of Lesser
Scaup appeared to be developing across the n.
Gulf Coast, where the species is distinctly rare
in spring. Local peaks were noted at Kodiak,
with a record-high island count of 24 May 13
(RAM), and at Cordova, with 7 sighted May
28 (RAF). Good incoming numbers were also
noted for the Anchorage area, where drought
displaced birds often summer. The pair of
Lessers that arrived at Prudhoe Bay May 18
were record early by 9 days (EEB). A pair of
King Eiders at the e. edge of traditional win-
ter areas at Pt. Whiteshed near Cordova May
25 (RS) furnished one of very few May Prince
William Sound records. Quite surprising was

Eyebrowed Thrush on Attu Island, Alaska, on
May 27, 1993. Photograph/B. J. Rose.

an ad. drake Spectacled Eider found at Actu
May 17-June 6 (ATTOUR, MMT, ph.). Al-
though this declining species is purported to
winter in the “western Bering Sea,” there are
no prior confirmed Aleutian district records.
Barrow’s Goldeneyes again, as last spring, ap-
peared w. of the normal range, at Cold Bay,
where 2 pairs were found Mar.17 (MC), and
at Artu I, where a young male was present
May 2027 (ATTOUR). There are now 3 W.
Aleutian records, all from spring at Ateu. The
season’s only Smew report came surprisingly
from the mainland, where a drake was noted
at various freshwater lakes Mar. 6-14 (CFZ,
MZ, CPD, NS, RS). There is one previous lo-
cal record from December 1984 and very few
other mainland records. Extralimital out-of-
season Hooded Mergansers included pairs at
Homer Apr. 24 (WD), for a local first, and at
the Eagle R. delta n. of Anchorage May 15
(fide RLS). After several years of early spring
appearances, no Ruddy Ducks could be
found in the e. Interior. The infamous Taku
R. Steller’s Sea-Eagle was relocated earlier
than usual May 11 (SCH).

RAILS TO OWLS
Good arrival information was obtained for
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Soras around the Stikine R. mouth.
Earliest was a single near Peters-
burg May 21, and three were count-
ed around a Ketili Cr. beaver pond
May 30 (both PJW). Shorebird mi-
gration was one of the poorest of
the past decade, no doubr related to
fine flying weather. Rufous-necked
Stint went unreported for the Re-
gion! Among the very few high-
lights were a peak of seven Mongo-
lian Plovers at Attu May 20 (AT-
TOUR); a very low daily high of
only 18 Wood Sandpipers at Arttu
May 17 (ATTOURY); a late Bristle-
thighed Curlew at Attu June 2—4

Stint at  Gambell May 31
(WINGS), where the species is
nearly annual; and just two Long-
toed Stints from Artu all season.

The 2nd Franklin’s Gull for Upper Cook
Inlet and Anchorage was an adult that ap-
peared briefly at Westchester Lagoon May 17
{DMT, SDS). The Region now has 4 spring
reports for Franklin’s Gull concentrated be-
tween Anchorage and n.e. Kodiak I. Recent
data from the extreme Southeast indicate the
annual occurrence of California Gull, Small
numbers, mostly adults, were noted from
Ketchikan, with five at Clover Pass Mar. 29
(SCH), to Petersburg, with one Apr. 24
(PTW). A group of 42 adults on the outer
coast at Craig May 2 (MAA) was unprece-
dented and a record for spring. Whether these
are through-migrants or wandering non-
breeders remains to be determined. A first-
summer bird judged by plumage (especially
on the dorsum and the mottled pattern at the
bases of the outer several pairs of primaries) to
be a Slaty-backed Gull made a brief appear-
ance at Anchorage Apr. 30 (fTGT). There is
one previous spring record for Upper Cook
Inlet. The Juneau area’s Lesser Black-backed
Gull was observed again, after several spo-
radic reports from the previous fall, at the
mouth of the Mendenhall R., May 13
(MWS). Most interesting, given the pauciry
of inshore spring migration records, was a
pure Hock of 100+ Arctic Terns at Sitka Apr.
2123 (MLW), well away from traditional
spring staging areas.

Following unusually high late-winter con-
centrations of Com. Murres inshore at several
N. Gulf Coast sites (q.v.), the full picture
evolved into the spring, when key feeding and
concentration areas were identified. Unprece-
dented late-March peak tallies of 10,000 birds
each were made in the lower reaches of Cook
Inlet, at Tutka Bay Mar. 25 (GVB), and in
Resurrection Bay (WS). Nearly 90% of these
birds still in basic plumage were thought to be
immatures seeking food after a winter food
crash in traditional pelagic feeding areas. A
gray-phase Com. Cuckoo, with a clean white
vent, was well observed at Attu June 4—s (AT-
TOUR, MMT ph.), for the season’s only re-
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port. Conditions were apparently optimal for
small owls on Mitkof 1. this spring. Walsh’s
surveys produced three W. Screech-Owls, 11+
N. Pygmy Owls, and a local record eight N.
Saw-whets early March—late May (PJW). Ad-
ditional Pygmy Owl observations include
four birds on Kupreanof I. and a single on
Sergief 1., May 9 (PJW). The area surround-
ing the Stikine R. mouth is still the only sec-
tion of the Region in which N. Pygmy Owls
are recorded in spring with any regularity. In
what must be prime habitat, at least three
Great Gray Owls were seen daily in the Wasil-
la area February-late April (fide DC, MB).
The combination of open mixed mature bo-
real forest and agricultural fields in the Wasil-
la—Palmer area produces several annual sight-
ings of this local resident.

HUMMINGBIRDS TO PARULIDS

Given the date and location, the ? Anna’s
Hummingbird spied at a Haines feeder May
12 (MEI, +SCH) was possibly a lingering win-
ter individual, rather than a migrant. This
represents the Region’s northernmost spring
report. Eurasian Skylarks made a nice show-
ing, with three at Attu I., May 1721 (AT-
TOUR), and a single at Gambell June 23
(AK) for ar least the 3rd St. Lawrence I spring
record. Notable swallow records include a
group of up to six Tree Swallows at Gambell
May 25-30 (AK, WINGS), certainly one of
St. Lawrence I.’s highest counts, an early N.
Rough-winged Swallow at Farm L. on the
lower Stikine R., May 8 (PTW, MEI), and a
CIiff Swallow at Kodiak 1., May 23 (RAM),
providing the latter’s 9th spring report. The
pair of Chestnut-backed Chickadees that ap-
peared in the Girdwood Valley several winters
ago finally bred. A nest was located near their
favorite feeder May 10 (DM, fide RLS). This
form may be expanding N up the Kenai
Peninsula, bur this represents the Region’s
northernmost breeding record. After several
years of few records in the Aleutians, two Eye-
browed Thrushes were found at Attu I., May

27 (ATTOUR). Given the range of this Zur-
dus as outlined in numerous NE Asia refer-
ences, it remains puzzling why it ever shows
up in the w. Aleutians. With the help of daily
mealworm feedings, Anchorage’s Northern
Mockingbird successfully overwintered, last
noted near downtown, Apr.19 (m.ob.).

Especially within the context of a dismal
passerine migration, 14+ Yellow Wagrails at
Artu 1., May 27, was an exceptional one-day
count (ATTOUR), where at least one pair
sang from, and defended, a territory. A classy
3 Gray Wagtail hung around the seacliffs
around Atru’s Gilbert Ridge May 29-June 5
(ATTOUR). Once considered the rarest wag-
tail in the w. Aleutians, this form is as com-
mon as, or perhaps more common than,
Black-backed, at least according to Attu
records. Also declining on the basis of recent
spring data from the w. Aleutians is Olive-
backed Pipit. This year singles were briefly
noted at Attu May 21 & 24 (ATTOUR).

Anchorage-area spring Eur. Starling re-
ports continue to increase, with at least four
noted near downtown Apr. 6-11 (TGT). A
singing territorial Solitary Vireo was located
in the scrub thickets at the Mendenhall Glac-
ier moraine May 24 (R]G). Alaska’s 2 previous
records of three birds from Hyder were, as this
bird appeared, of the w. form cassini. This
bird held territory well into June and artract-
ed a 2nd singing bird June 6 (R]G, MWS ¢z
al.). Although probably annual somewhere in
Southeast near the larger river mouths, mi-
grant Tennessee Warblers remain very scarce
on the actual coast, so one at Juneau May 31 is
of note (MWS). Other noteworthy parulid
reports included a reasonably well-described
Magnolia Warbler at Petersburg April 23
{(WHP), one of the Region’s earliest, and sin-
gle Yellow-rumped and Townsend’s warblers
at an offshore whaling camp on the pack ice 2
mi n. of Barrow May 19 & 24, respectively
(RS). Townsend’s represents the North
Slope’s (and Barrow’s) 2nd record and the first
in spring.
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Male Eurasian Siskin on Attu Island, Alaska, on
May 22, 1993. First confirmed record for the
United States. Photograph/B. . Rose.

Previously unrecorded from Southcoastal,
asinging W. Tanager made a brief appearance
in Upper Cook Inler at Hope on Turnagain
Arm May 28 (tWT). This form breeds un-
commonly on Southeast’s mainland river sys-
tems, north to the Haines area. Western Tan-
agers were early to arrive, reaching “regular”
summer numbers along the Stikine R. by
May 30, clearly weeks ahead of average years
(PJW). Three territorial Song Sparrows at
Mud L. north of Palmer May 9 (MB)

stretched the species’ known range of breed-
ing occurrence in Upper Cook Inlet by
roughly 70 km. The closest record to this
freshwater marsh was from the Palmer
Hayflats, also in early spring. Interestingly,
these Mud L. birds were in atypical habitat,
since the Cook Inlet population normally
nests in intertidal sedge flats. Rustic Bunting,
another species considered on the decline
from the spring component in the W. Aleu-
tians, reappeared, with two at Attu May
2428 and June 3 (ATTOUR). Attesting to
the poor passerine migration in the Aleutians,
Attu’s spring peak Brambling count peaked at
a weak six birds May 23 (ATTOUR). Red
Crossbill numbers swelled mostly on the
mainland in Southeast by late May, but the
species was rare at best elsewhere. White-
winged Crossbills remained all but absent
from Southcoastal, but scattered groups con-
tinued in the c. and e. Interior, where early
breeding records were obtained in Fairbanks
(fide DDG). Fifteen years after the Region’s
only other record, a single-observer sighting
also at Actu, Eurasian Siskin (Carduelis spi-
nus) was documented for the Region, when a

bright male was found along Attu’s Gilbert

Ridge bluffs May 21-22 (ATTOUR, *MMT
ph., BJR ph.). A 2nd bird was heard and seen
briefly May 23 in a nearby willow thicket
(NSP). A wild Hawfinch hungaround the old
runways at Atcu May 19—24 (ATTOUR), for

the season’s only report.

Contributors and observers: M.A. Archie, AT-
TOUR (P]. Baicich, S.C. Heinl, M.E. Isleib,
N.S. Proctor, G.B. Rosenband, D.W. Son-
neborn et l), M. Bronson, E.E. Burroughs,
G.V. Byrd, D. Carney, M. Chase, C.P. Dau,
TJ. Doyle, ].L. Dunn, W. Dunne, RE.
Fairall, D.D. Gibson, R.J. Gordon, S. Hecks,
S.C. Heinl, A. Kraynik, R.A. MacIntosh, D.
McKay, W.H. Pawuk, B.]. Rose, G.H. Rosen-
berg, R.L. Scher, N. Schlichten, R. Schul-
meister, W. Shuster, MW, Schwan, D.W.
Sonneborn, S.D. Smith, R. Sullivan, R. Suy-
dam, M.M. Taylor, W. Trimmingham, D.M.
Troy, P]. Walsh, M.L. Ward, G.C. West,
WINGS (J.L. Dunn, G.H. Rosenberg, W.
Russell et 4l), C.F. Zeillemaker, M. Zeille-
maker. Details (1), specimens (*), and pho-
tographs (ph.) referenced are on file at Uni-
versity of Alaska Museum.—T.G. Tobish, Jr.,
2510 Foraker Dr., Anchorage, AK 99517.

BRITISH COLUMBIA/
YUKON REGION

Chris Siddle and Jack Bowling

An early, warm spring allowed Yukon birders
to find an unusual number of rare species.
Members of the Yukon Bird Club continue to
gather data for the territory’s first comprehen-
sive avifaunal account. The north-
ern third of British Columbia was
dominarted by a high-pressure ridge
that maintained dry conditions.
The southern two-thirds of British
Columbia were wetter than usual,
due to a westerly storm track. Se-
vere drought continued in north-
eastern British Columbia, causing
shorebirds to concentrate in the
Dawson Cr. area. A Garganey, a
Dickcissel, and a flurry of out-of-
range House Wrens added spice to
the period.

Abbreviations: B.C.FO. (British
Columbia Field Ornithologists);
PG. (Prince George); P.G.N.C.
(Prince George Nature Club); Van.
(Vancouver); Van. 1. (Vancouver L);
Vic. (Victoria); Y.B.C. (Yukor Bird
Club).

LOONS TO SANDPIPERS

Three loon species on Kawkawa L.
near Hope May 28 were very un-
usual: a Common, a Pacific, and,
most st@lrtling, a Yellow-billed in

breeding plumage (WCW). Red-
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necked Grebes numbered 560 at at Ross L.
near New Hazelton May 11, representing
probably the highest single count for this
species in BC (RS, fide MF). As usual, W.
Grebes concentrated on Okanagan L. at
Kelowna, with 1500 counted May 15 (CC ez
al) and at Spanish Banks, Van., with 4500
seen May 4 (MP). The Vic. high count of 650
Westerns Mar. 6 (RS) was below average. A
Kelowna resident reported small groups of
Westerns flying and calling overhead, with
white underparts glowing in the city lights at

Al
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10 p.m. to midnight. May 12 (JL). In the
Yukon, where the Western is rare, three were
observed on Marsh L., May 29 (G & LK).
The only Clark’s Grebe reported with details
was at Salmon Arm Bay May 19 (DK, tFK). A
2nd Clark’s was heard nearby at the same
time. A census of BC’s only Am. White Peli-
can colony, at Stum L., revealed 414 pairs, ex-
cluding nonbreeders (RWC, ASt), a dramatic
increase from the 150 nests counted in 1988.

The B.C.EQ. May 2 pelagic trip from
Ucluelet to Barclay Canyon found 300 Black-
footed Albatrosses, one Laysan Al-
batross, 20 N. Fulmars, 1000 Sooty
Shearwaters, one Short-tailed
Shearwater, 15 Fork-tailed Storm-
Petrels, and one Leach’s Storm-Pe-
trel. An urban Great Blue Heron
colony in Vernon continued to tol-
erate noise and unusual human
proximity, producing an average of
3 young per nest in 10 nests (of 22
total) (CS). Single Great Egrets
were found at Robert L., Kelowna,
May 18 (HW), and Riske Cr., May
13 (AB), continuing this species’
gradual increase in BC,

Approximately 10,000 Greater
White-fronted Geese flew n.w. in
flocks of 200-300 Apr. 30-May 2
(BCFQ). Brants peaked at 6780
" Apr. 12 at Litde Qualicum R. Estu-
ary, the highest total since 1988
(ND, fide] & GA). A & Garganey
at Campbell R., Apr. n1-May 4
(RC, 1S & EW, m.ob.), delighted
many twitchers. Three Tufted
Ducks lingered around Van. in late
March—early April.

Broad-winged Hawks were seen
4 times in PG., May 15-30, with
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the possibility of a pair living somewhere near
the downtown “bowl” (JB). A total of three
single Broad-wingeds were seen this spring
around Dawson Cr. As is often the case with
Peace birds, two were dark morphs (MPh,
SK, LL). Two Sharp-shinneds mated at a
South Burnaby nest Apr. 13 (FRF). Very few
nests have ever been found in BC. A remark-
able number of Gyrfalcons (six) were report-
ed from Greater Van., Mar. 621, with other
individuals sighted at Sumas Mar. 19 (R]) and
Port Alberni Mar. 13 & 14 (DGC, CSt, MSt).

Laysan Albatross near Barclay Canyon, off
Ucluelet, Vancouver Island, British Columbia,
on May 2, 1993. Photograph/David F. Fraser.

A Whimbrel at Revelstoke Apr. 19 (DB
OG) was very unusual, since the few interior
records have generally been in May. The first
Yukon Bar-tailed Godwit was photographed
at McClintock Bay May 29 ($CE, 1PS). A
Marbled Godwit, casual in the Peace area, was
at McQueen Slough, Dawson Cr., May 18. In
company were nine Whimbrels, also very rare
in the area (MPh, SK,LL). A flock of 900 Surf-
birds on Baeria Rocks, Barkley Sound, Mar.
27, provided one of the highest single counts
for this species in the province (R]JC). Among
300 Surfbirds at Sechelt Apr. 25 was a single
Red Knot, a first for the Sunshine Coast (TG).
A Red Knot at McQueen’s Slough, Dawson
Cr., May 21, provided a first record for the
Peace (MPh, SK, LL). Least Sandpipers
seemed to peak in numbers around Van., May
2, when 450 were at Iona (RT). A White-
rumped Sandpiper, accidental in the Yukon,
was at Lewes Marsh May 29 (CE, PS).

JAEGERS TO WOODPECKERS

The two oddest birds found during a May 31
roundup at Okanagan Mt. Prov. P, were Para-
sitic Jaegers, very rare transients in the
Okanagan (LR, GR, WCW ez 4l). Observers
in Dawson Cr. expect Franklin’s Gulls to
breed any day now. This species, which has
never been found nesting in BC, continues to
arrive in large numbers every spring in the
South Peace. Courtship Aights, copulation,
and nest material presentation were observed
at McQueen Slough mid-May (MPh, SK,
LL). The 3rd Yukon record of a Little Gull
was obtained ar Lewes Marsh May 8 (CE,
PS). As researchers continue to inventory
southern Yukon gulls, an ad. California Gull
was found at the Whitehorse dump May 29
(G & LK) and a first-summer Glaucous-
winged appeared there Apr. 23 and a 3rd-sum-
mer individual appeared Apr. 26 (CE, PS).

Flammulated Owls were reported for the
first time outside the Kamloops—Okanagan
area, with three at Deer L., near Williams L.,
(RWC) and one at the Columbia L. Ecologi-
cal Reserve May 31 (LH). A survey covering
72nd and 64th Streets, Delta, turned up 10
Snowy Owls Mar. 14 (HNM, JAM). The lat-
est Snowy in the Van. area lingered until Apr.
16 at 64th St., Delta (LM). A Burrowing Owl,
accidental on Van. 1., was at Courtenay Air-
port Mar. 27—30 (WGH, BMS). One of the
wo Great Gray Owls that appeared near Ver-
non in Jan. was seen Mar. 22 & 28 (CC ez 4l),
and another was near Chute L. (central
Okanagan) May 19 (JBu, RY). These sight-
ings, plus a few others from recent years, sug-
gest that Great Grays may be breeding in
small numbers at mid-elevations in the
Okanagan. Only two Boreal Owls were re-
ported for BC. One was at Rabbit L., Okana-
gan, May 23, the site of last year’s nesting
(RJC). The 2nd Boreal was heard Mar. 13 and
18 at George Mtn., about 35 km s.e. of PG.
{PGNCQ). In the Yukon, Boreal Owls seemed
to be doing well. Four called near Kluane L.,

Apr. 8 {CE, TH, PS), and three were at the

Star Ranch Rd. n. of Marsh L., Apr. 11 (HG,
CO). Up to two were heard in the latter area
until May 15 (HG, YBC).

Fifteen hundred Vaux’s Swifts over Spanish
Banks, Van., May 4 (MP), were an unusually
large concentration for this species. The high-
est single count on Van [. was 300—400 at
Cowichan Bay May 5 (HVP). At least five
Red-naped Sapsuckers appeared around
Van., where the species is a vagrant. The earli-
est was at Mt. Seymour PP, Mar. 26 (ALG),
while the oddest locale for an individual was
downtown Van., where one was pho-
rographed May 26 (GF). Very odd but con-
vincing was a single-observer sighting of a
White-headed Woodpecker at Blurton Cr., s.
of Sicamous Mar. 14 (TDW). The habitar—
farms and fields surrounded by wet Colum-
bia forest—are a far cry from the arid Douglas
Fir-Ponderosa Pine slopes usually associated
with this species.

FLYCATCHERS TO WARBLERS

The status of Hammond’s and Dusky
Flycatchers in s. Yukon is being sussed out,
thanks to experience differentiating these
sibling species. Up to five Hammond’s
were singing in a dense deciduous stand
near the Polar Sea fsh farm near
Whitehorse during May (m.ob.) and the
CWS banded 11 ad. during this period.
Five Dusky Flycatchers were near treeline
on Mt. Mclntyre, s.w. Yukon, May 27
(CE, HG, PS). A vagrant Say’s Phoebe,
very rare on Van I., was at Rathtrevor Park,
Parksville, Apr. 3 (SM).

The usually sedentary House Wren was re-
ported out of range at 4 locations. A singing
male was at Kitsilano, Van., Apr. 29 (MP); an-
other 25 km s. of Van. May 5 (JB); the Sun-
shine Coast’s first and 2nd (a pair) at Sechelt
May 19 (ED, TG, AS); its 3rd several kilome-
ters away from this location May 23 and

Nakusp’s first May 16 (GD, MPa). This may

be the start of a range expansion. A Marsh
Wren near Nakusp Apr. 11 provided the area’s
2nd record (GD).

Up to seven Golden-crowned Kinglets
were sighted in s. Yukon during May. This
species is rare away from the coast at these lat-
itudes. The Sunshine Coast, where one or
two is a more usual spring number, was host
to widespread small flocks of Townsend’s
Solitaires through April (TG). A few N.
Mockingbirds were noted, with the last re-
port of the overwintering bird in e. Van., Mar.
2 (JD), one at Parksville Apr. 8 (RT) and an-
other near Oliver May 15 (CC). The last re-
port of the Dusky Thrush in Langley was Apr.
9 (HNM, JAM). The bird, a male, sang occa-
sionally as the days warmed.

A Tennessee Warbler was in Vic., where it
isaccidental, May 10 (RS). Another was near
Whitehorse May 29 (CE, PS). Two Nashville
Warblers, rare on Van. I., were at Vic., May 16
(tDA, KT). A Chestnut-sided Warbler was at
Revelstoke May 22 (BD, WD). This species,
casual to BC, turns up more often at Revel-
stoke than at any other location. A wave of
wheezy-voiced warblers whizzed through
Van.’s Queen Elizabeth Park Apr. 28, with 75
each of Black-throated Grays and Townsend’s
(RT). The numbers fell to about 20 Black-
throated Grays and 10 Townsend’s May s
(CAi) and then to 10 and 5, respectively, May
8 (RT).

No fewer than six Lazuli Buntings were re-
ported from s.e. Van L. in May, with a maxi-
mum of four at Mt. Douglas May 22 (BRG).
Lazulis are normally casual on Van. 1. The
first Dickcissel for Van I., a male, wandered to
a Ucluelet feeder May 23—24 (BS, DGC, ph.).
Clay-colored Sparrows push westward into
the Bulkley Valley of w.-c. BC with singing
birds at New Hazelton the latter half of May
(MF, RSt} and at Then’s Marsh in Smithers
May 27 (RP). This follows from the popula-
tion increase noted farther e. in the PG. area
during the past few years. Other individual
Clay-coloreds were at White L., Penticton,
May 15 (CC}, Nakusp May 16 (GD, MPa),
Golden May 24 (EZ) and near Creston May
29 (LL). Vesper Sparrows, probably of the
now rare coastal subspecies, seem to be hang-
ing on, with 1 at S. Pender I., Apr. 24 (EC,
RWC), two frequenting the Nanaimo Air-
port Apr. 29 (RWC) and one at Port Alberni
May 20-21 (DGC). At least 12 Le Conte’s

Male Dickcissel at a feeder in Ucluelet, British
Columbia, May 23, 1993. First record for
Vancouver Island. Photograph/Donald G. Cecile.
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Sparrows were found around Dawson Cr 1n
May (SK, LL, MPh), good numbers for that
area. A Lincoln’s Sparrow was seen and heard
to imitate the song of MacGillivray’s Warbler,
and the call notes of Swainson’s Thrush, and
W Tanager in the Kispiox valley (ME, KM,
CW). An enormous fallout of 10,000-30,000
Golden-crowned Sparrows on the w. side of
Van. L. occurred Apr. 29-May 2 (BCFO),
thanks to steady rain and low stratus ceilings.
Trees were dripping with the goldtops, which
outnumbered every other bird in the
Tofino-Long Beach area.

Northbound Lapland Longspurs were
noted in meager numbers throughout the re-
porting area, missing some locations entirely.
The largest flock of 1000 was noted, as usual,
1n the Peace, at Dawson Cr., Apr. 15 (SK, LL,
MPh). A pair of Smith’s Longspurs on Mt.
Mclntyre, s. Yukon, May 29 is rare in those
parts (CE, PS). An ad. @ Yellow-headed
Blackbird frequented Ucluelet May 16-24,
providing a first local record (1DGC, BS).
There were four reports for Yellow-headeds
from s.e. Van. I. during the same period.

Contributors (subregional editors in boldface):
Cathy Aitchison, David Allinson (Victoria),
Jerry & Gladys Anderson (Victoria), Jack
Bowling (n. BC), Andre Breault, British Co-
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Gates, Orville Gordon, Al L. Grass, Tony
Greenfield (Sunshine Coast), Helmut Grun-
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Hue N. MacKenzie, JoAnn MacKenzie,
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Marilyn Pasicka (MPa), Mark Phinney
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George Smith, Chris Siddle, Pam Sinclair,
Arnold Skei, Brian Slater, Andy Stewart
(ASt), Mike Stinney, Ray Sturney (RSt), Kei-
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Sid & Emily Watts, Wayne C. Weber, Hugh
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JACK BOWLING, RRu, Site 14, Comp. 41,
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OREGON/WASHINGTON
REGION

Bill Tweit and Jeff Gilligan

Our portion of the Pacific Ocean continued
warmer than average. Was it a second consec-
utive El Nifio/Southern Oscillation (ENSO)
or an extension of the 1992 event? In either
case, the birds appear to be responding simi-
larly to last spring, with Cassin’s Auklets al-
most absent and Brown Pelicans pushing
north early.

Onshore, the weather was remarkably dif-
ferent from that of 1992. Replacing the un-
usual drought of 12 months ago, precipitation
was well above average throughout the Re-
gion. April rainfall was twice the average
everywhere, matched during March and May
in w. Washington. The most dramatic
changes were evident in arid s.c. Oregon. At
the end of May 1993, Malheur Lake covered
60,000 acres, compared with only 400 acres
in October 1992. Moon Reservoir in Harney
was dry March 15 and held 8000 acre feet of
water 2 days later.

On the west side, the cold, wet weather of
April appeared to delay migrants and to
ground those that had already arrived. The
firsc half of May was much drier and warmer,
and passerines seemed to move north with lit-
tle disruption. Above-average numbers of in-
terior passerines appeared on the west side,
but eastern vagrants were meager.

Joe Evanich, a very active Portland-area
birder, AB subregional editor, and author of
The Birder’s Guide to Oregon, passed away this
June. He should have been with us longer.

Abbreviations: Fields (Fields, Harney, OR);
Finley (Finley N.W.R., Benton, OR); Malheur
(Malbeur N.W.R., Harney, OR); O.S. (Ocean
Shores, Grays Harbor, WA); Sauvie (Sauvie I,
Columbia, OR); S.J.C.R. (s. jetzy of the Colum-
bia R., Clatsop, OR).

LOONS TO FALCONS

Four loon species were found together Mar.
14 behind Priest Rapids Dam on the Colum-
bia R., Yakima, WA (AS), possibly an interior
first: single Pacific, Red-throated, and Yellow-
billed loons swam with several Commons.
The Com. Loon count at Wickiup Res., De-
schutes, OR, Apr. 15 (CM) was 438, an enor-
mous inventory for the interior. No Yellow-
billed Loons were reported on the coast.

The only spring pelagic trip was May 15 off
Westport (IT'W), as earlier trips were weath-
ered out. Three N. Fulmars, 11 Pink-footed
and 400 Sooty shearwaters, and eight Fork-
tailed Storm-Petrels were very low numbers,
although one Flesh-footed Shearwater pro-
vided some consolation. A Mottled Petrel
dead on the beach at Bayocean, Tillamook,
OR, Apr. 14 (HN) sufficed as the first
confirmed spring record since 198s.

Three reports of Am. White Pelicans from

w Washington were unexpected, with one in
Clallam Bay, Clallam, Apr. 20 (D. Bryne),
one subadult at L. Terrell, Whazcom, May
531 (S. Healey), and five over Bainbridge I,
King, May 28 (J. Eddy). The key indicator of
ENSO conditions in spring seems to be the
early appearance of Brown Pelicans. Excep-
tionally early singles in Oregon were at
Yaquina Head, Lincoln, Apr. 10 (fide RB),
Gold Beach Harbor, Curry, Apr. 13 (AB), and
Tillamook and S.J.C.R., Apr. 14 (HN); their
numbers increased in late April and May. In
Washington, 13 were at Klipsan Beach,
Pacific, May 16 (D. Marshall), and 100+ were
at O.S., May 29 (S. Richardson). Snowy
Egrets at Naselle, Pacific, Apr. 25-May 3
(tAR) and at Lummi Flats, Whatcom, May
7-8 (1G. Myers, ph.) represented about the
9th and 10th w. Washington records. A Cattle
Egret w. of Corvallis, Benton, OR, May 45
(fide HH) supplied a highly unusual spring
record on the west side. White-faced Ibises
are vagrants in Washington: one was at Top-
penish N.W.R., Yakima, May 8-10 (fide AS),
and nine were at Othello, Adams, May 13
(tAS). Malheur’s 3000 nesting ibis pairs at
Malheur (GI) was a vast improvement over
the drought-related breeding failure of 1992.

A tantalizing single-person sight report of a
Bean Goose with migrant Greater White-
fronted Geese at Hoquaim, Grays Harbor,
WA, Apr. 26 (1BW) was a first for the Region
A & Tufted Duck at Snohomish, Snobomish,
WA, May 2 (+SM) constituted the only re-
port. A & Smew found near McKenna,
Pierce, Mar. 14—20 (D. & V. Morris, 1BT) was
possibly a northbound migrant, although
concern has been raised that the bird was an
escapee. It would represent Washington’s 2nd
record.

Black-shouldered Kite reports were en-
couraging, for the 2nd consecutive spring. In
Oregon, their numbers were above average in
both Dowuglasand Curry, with suspected nest-
ing in both counties (fide R. Maerez, CD),
they were also well reported from coastal areas
in Coos, Tillamook, and Clatsop (fide HN). In
Washington, single kites were seen near Cath-
lamet, Wahkiakum, Mar. 28-Apr. 30 (BT,
AR) and at Nisqually N.W.R., Thurston, Apr
7 (J. Patterson). More significant were a
courting pair observed near Curtis,Lewss,
Mar. 7 (B. Hughes, M. Chan) and a nesting
pair close to Francis, Pacific, Mar. 26 (L. Car-
penter). An active Red-shouldered Hawk
nest found near Harbor, OR, Apr. 15 ensured
the first confirmed breeding record for Curry
(fide CD). Both the Swainson’s Hawk at Seat-
tle May 25 (RT) and the Ferruginous Hawk at
Cape Flattery, Clallam, Apr. 14 (J. Martin)
were rare in w. Washington. A Rough-legged
near Washtucna, Adams, WA, May 8 (BT)
was very late. Two Gyrfalcons were well de-
scribed from w. Oregon in March: one north
of the Winchuck R., Curry, Mar. 26 (tCD)
and one at Sauvie until Mar. 13 (HN, m.ob.)

CHARADRIFORMS
Shorebird migration through e. Washington
was very lackluster (AS, BW), while on the
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coast it was best characterized as ™
unremarkable. Only two Pacific
Golden-Plovers were found, a low
total indeed for this uncommon
spring migrant. One was found at
Bayocean Spit, Tillamook, OR,
May 8 (HH) and one south of
Newport, Lincoln, OR, May 9
(SR). A pair of Snowy Plovers ap-
peared at O.S., Mar. 18 (Phil Per-
sons), a very early arrival for the n.
edge of their range. Solitary Sand-
piper numbers were disappointing,
with the only reports of one at Seat-
tle May 16-18 (DB, RT) and four in
the Willamerte Valley (fide ]JG).
Peak Whimbrel counts in the
Puget Trough were 400 near Mt.
Vernon, Skagit, May 2 (Herb Sar-
go) and 176 at Sedro Wooley, Skag-
it, May 9 (SM). On the coast, 1000
Whimbrels were found in Oregon
from Lincoln south to the border
May 9 (SR). Red Knot counts
peaked at 1500+ at both Hoquaim,
Grays Harbor, WA, Apr. 28 (GGe)
and Bay Center, Pacific, WA, May
14 (RR); these are average highs for
most years but above those for the
past 3 spring seasons. Western. Sandpipers to-
taled 200,000 at Bowerman Basin, Grays
Harbor, WA, Apr. 24 (CCh). High counts of
Short-billed Dowitchers were 5000 at Ocos-
ta, Grays Harbor, WA, Apr. 24 (CCh), 6000 at
Bay Center, Pacific, WA, Apr. 25 (AR), and
5000 at Leadbetter Pt., Pacific, WA, Apr. 29
(HN). Only 12 Red-necked Phalaropes, and
no Red Phalaropes, were found off Westporrt,
WA, May 15 (TW) and few were reported on-
shore or inland.

Grays Harbor,
Wilapa Bay,

Coos Bay

S.A.

Two censuses of Marbled Murrelets uncov-
ered good numbers. On the Oregon coast,
100+ were counted at 3 Lincoln locations May
2 (KM). In Puget Sound, SM censused Mar-
bled Murrelets off Mukilteo, Snohomish,
from late March to early May and apparently
found a major pre-breeding concentration.
Sixty were noted Mar. 29 and the counts in-
creased rapidly to a peak of 662, Apr. 11. For
the remainder of April, counts were 300-400,
tapering off to <100 in May.

Only three Cassin’s Auklets were locared
off Westport May 15 (T'W); on the basis of last
summer’s evidence, we assume that plankri-
vores have been hardest hit by the ENSO. A
Horned Puffin off Westport May 15 (¥BL)
represented the first live record off Westport
in more than a decade.

An ad. Franklin’s Gull was at the Walla
Walla R. delta May 3 (AS); this species is be-
coming a more frequent spring and summer
visitor to e. Washington. Single Heermann’s

Gulls at O.S., Apr. 5 (PtSu) and at the Rogue
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R. mouth, Curry, OR, Apr. 21 (CD) were as
early as the pelicans. Mew Gull records, rare
in the interior, included an adult at Summer
L. WM.A., OR, May 3 (+SSu), for a Lake
first, and one at Pine Hollow Res., Wasco,
OR, Apr. 4 (DL). At least one ad. Slaty-
backed Gull remained from the winter on
Sauvie until Mar. 13 (GGi). An ad. Glaucous
Gull was a Willamette Valley rarity at Corval-
lis, Benton, Mar. 2 (BB) and above-average
numbers remained on Sauvie until late
March (fide HN). Sabine’s Gull reports in-
cluded one in the Rogue valley near Medford,
Jackson, May 3 (HS) and 17 off Westport May
15 (T'W)—not exactly record-breaking spring
numbers. Common Terns at Grays Harbor
May 15 (TW) had a peak count of 300. A pair
of Arctic Terns had returned to their Everett,
WA, colony May 9 (A. Grinnon).

OWLS TO WRENS

The last Snowy Owl of the winter was noted
Mar. 29 in Douglas, WA (S]). Unfortunately,
Spotted Owl nesting activity was apparently
negligible in the Siskiyou N.R., Curry, and in
the Coos Bay area (S. Salmons). The Spotted
Ow! pair observed along the Rogue R., Curry,
in April disappeared when a Barred Owl ap-
peared May 1 (CD). Another Barred Owl ar-
rived at Finley May 15 on (BB, m.ob.). The
species is still rare in the low elevations of
the Willamette Valley. As Long-eared Owl
breeding records on the west side are scarce,
this season’s finds were significant: a nest-
ing pair near Rockport,Skagiz, WA (1G.
Bletsch), another nesting pair n.w. of Fern-
dale, Whatcom, WA (F Sears), and calling
males near Hopewell, Yamhill, OR, May 8
(DL) and at Hagg L., Washington, OR, May
15 (GGi).

Two Com. Poorwills were discovered on

«Walla Wala

the Chetco R., May 6, supplying
one of Curry’s few records (H.
Richburg); observers continue to
document new breeding areas in
s.w. Oregon.  White-throated
Swifts returned to Jjackson, OR,
May 8, at Lower Table Rock (S.
Janes), their only known breeding
location on the west side. A & Cos-
ts Hummingbird in Bend May
10-16 (CM, m.ob.) constituted the
only report of this annual post-
breeding dispersant to Oregon. A
3 Calliope Hummingbird in Seat-
tle Apr. 18 (DP) comprised the only
west side record of this interior
species, as compared with last
spring’s 9 reports. A Lewis’ Wood-
pecker was found at Nisqually
N.W.R., Thurston, WA, May 9 (L.
Carpenter); the species has become
quite rare on the west side north of
s. Oregon.
Willow Flycatcher atrival dates
were 10 days eatly for the 2nd con-
secutive spring: jackson, May 8
(SR), King, May 13 (RT), Benton,
May 15 (HH), Thurston, May 15
(BT), Lake, May 16 (SSu). Least
Flycatchers, scarce migrants, were found at
Malheur May 31 (AC) and at McDonald
Park, King, WA, May 23 (GR). A considerable
Dusky Flycatcher migration was noted
through n.w. Oregon: one at W. Linn,
Clackamas, Apr. 27 (D. van den Broek), 10 in
Portland Apr. 28 (DM), and two in Portland
May 3 (JG). In w. Washington, a Dusky ap-
peared at Olympic Hot Springs, Clallam,
May 18 (B. Norton) and a Gray Flycatcher at
Seattle May 9 (KA). Both Dusky and Gray
Flycatchers are casual on the west side, north
of s. Oregon. A Black Phoebe at Summer L.,
OR, Mar. 8 (R. Madigan, fide SSu) was a Lake
first and the 6th for e. Oregon. A possible
nesting pair of Ash-throated Flycatchers was
found south of Brookings, Curry, Apr. 25+
(CD) and another near Port Orford, Curry,
May 27 (D. Munson); the species is rare on
the Oregon coast. Western Kingbirds were
mote common in migration in the Willamette
Valley (HH, HN) and in w. Washington (24
reports, m.ob.) than in recent spring seasons.
Several Purple Martin reports came from
areas not recently occupied. A female sighted
near Paisley, Lake, OR, May 19 (SSu} flew in
the face of all accounts, the last of which was
recorded back in the late 1970s. A § Purple
Martin in Corvallis Apr. 18 (HH) and one at
Finley May 29 (M. Lippesmeyer) provided-
Benton’s first reports in 3 years. Two were at
Mt. Erie, Skagit, WA, May 6 (P. DeBruyn).
Evidence of Steller’s Jay movements came
from Seattle May 2 (N. Zimmerman), at
Washtucna, Adams, WA, May 8 (BT) and at
Point No Point, Kizsap, WA, May 27. The lat-
ter birds were accompanied by one Blue Jay
(VN). Away from their range in Klamath,
Scrub Jays are recent arrivals in the Oregon
interior. Spring records included birds in the
John Day area, Grant, March-May 7 (fide T.

448 American Birds Fall 1993




Winters), at Silver L, Lake unul Mar 20
(SSu) and at fields May 30 (RH,GGi). A
Canyon Wren at Oneonta Gorge, Multnom-
ah, Mar. 13 (DB, J]) is probably indicative of
their continuing westward expansion in the

Columbia R. gorge.

THRUSHES TO FINCHES

Male Blue-gray Gnatcatchers near Picture
Rock Pass May 18 and on Winter Ridge May
28 (S & PrSu) were at previously unreported
breeding areas in Lake; their breeding range is
patchy in e. Oregon. Numbers of migrant
Townsend’s Solitaires were well above average
in both w. Washington Apr. 12-26 (EH, SM,
D&SS) and the Portland area Apr. 2129
(DL, DM). Washington had only one report
of a N. Mockingbird, noted at Tatoosh 1.,
Clallam, May 22 (R. Paine, fide RT); Oregon
had six (m.ob.). A Sage Thrasher at Willapa
N W.R., Pacific, WA, Apr. 11 (MP, TAR) wasa
vagrant from the interior. The J Black-
backed Wagtail at Point No Point, Kitsap,
May s—7 (VN, m.ob.) furnished Washing-
ton’s 3rd record, all reported in May. A Log-
gerhead Shrike at Finley May 21 (D. & M.L.
Copeland) was a rare spring visitor to the
Willamette Valley.

Regular warbler migrants were quite con-
spicuous during the latter half of April. Mass-
es of Orange-crowned Warblers were found
along the outer coast in late April (BT).
Nashville Warbler counts were markedly
above average Apr. 17—-May 4 in both w. Wash-
ington (EH, AR) and the Portland area (HH,
HN), where they are casual. Their numbers
were also higher than typical for the interior
areas, where they are regular (§], fide MK,
BW). Yellow-rumpeds were plentiful, includ-
ing an unusually high proportion of Myrtles,
throughout w. Washington, in late April
(BT).

Records of casual and vagrant warblers in-

cluded a 3 Magnolia along Indian Ford Cr., |

OR, May 31 (GGi, RH) for a 2nd Deschutes
record, a Palm in Seattle Apr. 19 (D. Mac-
Dougall-Tracey), a ? Black-and-white in
fields May 30 (HH) and a male in W. Rich-
land, Benton, WA, May 26 ({BW), and two
Ovenbirds at Malheur May 29 (RH, HH,
AC). The best of a sparse lot was a 3 Pro-
thonotary Warbler at Malheur May 30-June
3 (RH, m.ob.), for the 4th Oregon record.
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks are annual visi-
tors to the Region. This spring’s sightings in-
cluded males in Brookings, Curry, OR, May
15 (tCD), in Bend, Deschutes, May 22 (TC),
and in Poulsbo, Kitsap, WA, May 30 (J. Car-
son). Noteworthy numbers of Lazuli
Buntings were discovered May 10-15 in w.
Washington, in areas not generally frequent-
ed (EH). Brewer’s Sparrows are rarely found
west of the Cascades; one in Portland Apr.
1620 (PM, LW) and another in Bellingham,
WA, May 23 (TW) furnished a first Whazcom
record. Similarly, the Black-throated Spar-
rows found near Monroe, Snobomish, WA,
Apr. 2627 (J. Minikan) and at Finley May 15
(tHH) were also casual visitors. A singing &
Lark Bunting in W. Salem, Polk, May 15-16

(fR & M Raney) provided one of few spring
w. Oregon records. And a White-throated
Spatrow heard vocalizing at Snoqualmie Pass,
King, WA, May 23 (B. Sundstrom) certainly
chose an unusual spot at a remarkable time.

Not surprisingly, blackbird ranges contin-
ue to increase in our Region. Three Tricol-
ored Blackbirds returned to the Portland
colony by Apr. 14 (DB, HN) and six at Paint-
ed Hills, Wheeler, Apr. 8 (CM); a new colony
was discovered at Clarno Marsh, Wheeler (J.
Anderson, m.ob.). Yellow-headed Blackbirds
turned up at a new colony in w. Washington,
where they are rare breeders; 10 pairs were lo-
cated s.w. of Lynden, Whatcom (E Sears).
Great-tailed Grackles, apparently increasing
in frequency in Oregon, were found at several
Harney locations: two at fields May 15 (fide
GI), one at Hines May 20 (RV), and one at
Malheur May 28 (GI). Common Grackles,
also increasing in Oregon, were at Malheur
May 15 (Larry Hammond) and in Coos Bay
May 31 (B. Fawver), for a first Coosrecord.

A Brambling encountered at Newhalem,
Skagit, Apr. 9-12 (G. Yeager, ph.) was Wash-
ington’s 8th in the past 3 years. Red Crossbills
remained scarce throughout Washington (SJ,
CCh, BT, G & WH, D & SS) all spring.
Evening Grosbeaks staged a sizable move-
ment through the e. Cascades during the 3rd
week of May (JT); some were still in the low-
land interior oases (BT) and along Puget
Sound (VN) at the end of May.

Initialed observers (subregional editors in bold-
face): Kevin Aanerud, David Bailey, Alan
Barron, Range Bayer (Lincoln, OR), Barb
Bellin (Salem area), Thais Bock (Tacoma
area), Chris Chappell, Alan Contreras, Tom
Crabtree (e. Oregon), Colin Dillingham, Jim
Duemmel, George Gerdts, Greg Gilson,
Hendrik Herlyn, Glen 8 Wanda Hoge, Rich
Hoyer, Eugene Hunn, Gary Ivey, Jim John-
son, Stuart Johnston, Merlene Koliner, Bruce
LaBar, Donna Lusthoff, David Marshall,
Kathy Merrifield, Craig Miller, Steve Mlodi-

now, Marjorie Moore (Rogue valley), Pat

*Muller, Harry Nehls (w. Oregon), Vic Nel-

son, Mike Patterson, Dennis Paulson, Bob &
Georgia Ramsey, Lew Rems, Alan Richards,
Russel Rogers, Tom Rogers (e. Washington),
Skip Russell, Howard Sands, Dory & Stan
Smith (Olympic Peninsula), Andy Stepnews-
ki, Patrick Sullivan (PtSu), Steve & Priscilla
Summers (S&PrSu), Jerry Tangren, Rob
Thorn, Carol Vande Voorde (Clarkston
area), Rick Vetter, Terry Wahl, Linda Wei-
land, Bob Woodley—BILL TWEIT, P.O.
Box 1271, Olympia, WA 98507; and JEFF
GILLIGAN, 26 N.E. 32nd Ave., Portland,
OR 97232.

MIDDLE PACIFIC
COAST REGION

David G. Yee, Stephen E Bailey,
and Bruce E. Deuel

As if on cue, birds that had disappeared in ar-
eas during the drought, such as Bald Eagle,
Black-capped Chickadee, and Black-throated
Sparrow, reappeared as heavy rains continued
well into spring. And speaking of Bald Eagles,
they are again nesting in Monterey. Marbled
Murrelets may also have nested in Monterey.

Most observers felt that the landbird mi-
gration started very early, especially among
swallows. Many counties recorded ealy arrival
dates for a number of passerines. After some-
what of a lull in April, another late push came
during the second week of May, particularly
along the central coast. Sparrows and
buntings were heavily involved in the move-
ment.

It was a very poor season for rarities, almost
antithetical to last year’s picture. Even thatva-
grant capital, Southeast Farallon 1., had little
to report this spring.

One of the big highlights was the opening
of the Big Sur Ornithology Laboratory at the
Big Sur River mouth, Monterey. Patterned af-
ter Point Reyes Bird Observatory and Coyote
Creek Riparian Banding Station, it is operat-
ed by the Ventana Wilderness Sanctuary. We
look forward to its contribution to knowl-
edge of the Region’s avifauna.

Abbreviations: B.S.O.L. (Big Sur Ornithology
Lab., Monterey); C.C.R.S. (Coyote Cr. Ripari-
an Banding Station, Santa Clara); C.V. (Cen-
tral Valley); Cyn. (Canyon); El. (Southeast
Farallon I, S.E); M.B.O.S.P. (Monte Bello
Open Space Preserve, San Mateo); PR.B.O.
(Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory); S.E. (San Francis-
co); ph. (phoro on file with Regional Editors).
All records from EI. and Palomarin should be
credited to PR.B.O. Place names in stalicsare
counties.

GREBES TO FRIGATEBIRDS

The grounding of five Eared Grebes in Mono
in late March—early April was a rarely ob-
served event. Considering that millions of
grebes make long overland migrations at
night, one might expect weather and other
hazards to force them down more often.
‘Twelve pairs of Eared Grebes were nesting at
the Mountain View salt ponds, Santa Clara,
May 11 (PJM). This species breeds around
S.E. Bay only sporadically.

A Laysan Albatross found exhausted in a
field near Tracy, San Joaquin, Apr. 30 was re-
habilitated and released coastally May 2 (A
Ramirez). The field was 20 mi from the San
Joaquin ship channel; it is becoming increas-
ingly difficult to attribute all S.E Bay and in-
land records of this species to ship transport
Three of five Laysan Albatrosses at sea were
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seen on trips far offshore. Both
trips to 7o+ mi s.w. of Pt. Reyes
were rewarded with Murphy’s Pe-
trels, with five Apr. 25 (SFB, BHi)
and nine May 10 (THK, BHi).
The only Cook’s Petrel was seen
Apr. 25 (SFB, BHi). A Flesh-footed
Shearwater offshore Monterey
Mar. 27 (DLSh) was seasonally
rare. A Buller’s Shearwater 17 mi
offshore Humboldt Bay May 1
(tBED, DFx, MHM) provided
the first spring record for the Re-
gion. The last report of many
Black-vented Shearwaters was of

cans lingered through spring, and
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920 at Bolinas Lagoon May 24

(KH) was a large number for that
date and latitude. Brandt’s Cor-
morants nested for the first time on
Afio Nuevo L., San Mateo, with 37
nests built {G]S). An imm. Mag-
nificent Frigatebird at E1., May 20,
was probably the same bird seen
next day at Pescadero Beach, San
Mateo (R. Mayer, M. Mayer).

HERONS TO DUCKS

A Great Blue Heron nest found at Stowe L.,
Apr. 11 (DSg) may be the first recorded in S.F;
this species is expanding its nesting range
along the c. coast. Up to two ad. Little Blue
Herons were seen after Apr. 21 near Alviso
(SCR ez al), still the only regular location in
the Region. Straggling Cattle Egrets included
two at Crowley L., Mono, May 9 (DWh) and
four at Manchester, Mendocino, May 30
(JRW). The coastal White-faced Ibis flight
was very light, with 15 at Ten Mile R., Mendo-
cino, May 17 (DT), the only report involving
more than single birds.

Presumably having been lost in the masses
of wintering Tundra Swans, the Whooper
Swan returned to Lower Klamath N.W.R,
Siskiyou, Mar. 20 (RE). As frequently occurs,
a few Arctic-nesting geese lingered through
May, most notably an imm. Snow Goose at
MacKerricker S.B, Mendocino (DT) and a
“cackling” Canada Goose at L. Mendocino,
May 1 (RJK et al).

A pair of Wood Ducks, thought to be casu-
al in the Great Basin, were in the Pit R. Valley
s. of Alturas, Modoc, Apr. 30 (DS). Sightings
have been increasing recently. The only Eur.
Green-winged Teals reported were singles at
Gray Lodge W.M.A., Butte, Mar. 4 (TDM,
BWb) and near Davis Mar. 14 (GEw), both
inland, where they are casual. About 38 Blue-
winged Teals were reported from all parts of
the Region, below the recent average. The lat-
est Eur. Wigeon, a male near Goose L., Mod-
oc, Apr. 30 (DS), was also in the most unusual
locale.

Redheads are sometimes parasitic nesters,

as 3 chicks in a Mallard brood in Sunnyvale,

Santa Clara, May 2 (SCR) attested. A 8 Tuft-
ed Duck at L. Talawa Apr. 1726 (ADB ez 4l)
was only the sth in Del Norte. Single Greater
Scaup at Quincy Mar. 12 (L], KL), Chester
Mar. 20 (W), and Sierra V., Mar. 21 (L]) rep-
resented first Plumas spring records. Almost
as rare were a male and female at Crowley L.,
Apr. 20 (ES).

Humboldf’s wintering @ King Eider was
last reported Mar. 25 (fide JM), while another
female appeared at Afio Nuevo State Reserve,
San Mateo, Mar. 28—-Apr. 4 (G. Sobraski ez al.,
ph. tRSTh). Ten Oldsquaws were found
from Pr. Reyes to Monterey, including a fe-
male inside S.E Bay at Doolittle Pond,
Alameda, Apr. 1-May 8 (LRF er al). A &
Black Scoter was at the Big Sur R. mouth
Mar. 19 (tJDv), where they are very scarce.
Barrow’s Goldeneyes were gone by late
March, except for a pair 5 mi e. of Truckee,
Nevada May 1—2 (TM. Meyers). They didn’t
stay to nest, however. Twelve Red-breasted
Mergansers, a very high number, were found
inland.

RAPTORS

Three Osprey nests at Camanche Res.,
Amador and Calaveras, and another at the
Mokelumne R. e. of Clements, all found May
29 (J. Atkinson), were surprisingly low in the
foothills; the latter was the first nest for San
Joaguin.. Bald Eagles lingered in widespread
areas, apparently reflecting both increased
numbers and the increased water supply after
the drought, as at Modoc N.W.R., where an
adult stayed until May 20 (RLR). The rein-
troduction of Bald Eagles to Monterey by the
Ventana Wilderness Sanctuary is working. A
pair of eagles hacked in 1988 raised 2 nestlings

Sequoa Nat. Park

QTidare L Basn

near L. San Antonio, though the
nest may be just across the line in
San Luis Obispo (JDv, CHo). This
is the first Bald Eagle nest in cen-
tral—coastal California since 1934.
Migrating ~ Swainson’s Hawks
straggled to coastal counties at the
lower Pajaro R., Santa Cruz, Apr.
25 (CKF), the Ukiah sewage ponds,
Mendocino, May 1 (RJK etal.), and
Chews Ridge, Monterey, May 22
(JMa, A. Verdi). A “Harlan’s” Red-
tailed Hawk on the Butte—Surter
line was nicely drawn Mar. 4
(tTDM, BWDb). Thirteen Ferrugi-
nous Hawks, including >3 adults,
were in Surprise Valley, Modoc,
May 1 (DS). An abundance of
Belding’s Ground Squirrels ap-
peared to concentrate these hawks,
and some may linger to nest. The
Ferruginous Hawk was first
confirmed nesting in California in
1988 (AB 44:1182).

RAILS TO PHALAROPES

Calling Black Rails at Palo Alto
Baylands Apr. 2627 (MMR,
WGB, SCR} furnished the first
spring record for Santa Clara..
North of their regular range along
the coast were single Com. Moorhens at Ft.
Bragg, Mendocino, Apr. 19 (DT) and Arcata
Marsh, Humboldt May 23—26 (TWL, ].
Roberti). A Black-bellied Plover at the Red-
ding sewer ponds May 3 (BED) provided one
of very few records for Shasta, a county with
little shorebird habitat. A Lesser Golden-
Plover at Alviso Apr. 22-May 1 (SCR ez al.)
was described as dominica, a rare find in
spring.

Black-necked Stilts venturing n. of S.F. Bay
included one at Ukiah, Mendocino, May 1
(RJK et al) and 2 pairs nesting at L. Berryessa,
Napa May 18 (G. Gambel). Unusually large
numbers of Lesser Yellowlegs were found in
the n.e., with nine s. of Alturas Apr. 30 (DS),
10 on the Madeline Plains, Lassen May 4
(DS), and 16 in Sierra Valley Apr. 5 (L]). Soli-
tary Sandpipers were reported in slightly
above-average numbers, with four coastally
Apr. 23-May s, five in the interior Coast
Range Apr. 290-May 8, and five in the C.V,,
Apr. 18-May 2. Six Willets at Big Cr., 1500/,
Fresno Apr. 11 (RAk) were at a most unusual
location on the w. slope of the Sierras. A Hud-
sonian Godwit at Lower Klamath N.W.R.,
May 31 (TB. Williams) supplied only the 2nd
Regional spring record. In the “rare inland”
category were a Ruddy Turnstone at Black L.,
Mono, Apr. 22 (TES); one Red Knot at Lower
Klamath N.W.R., Apr. 25 (RE) and four at
Middle Alkali L., Modoc, May 4 (DS); and 11
Sanderlings in Sierra Valley Apr. 25 (fL]} and
one at Delevan N.W.R., Colusa, Apr. 27 (DS,
M. Wolder). Semipalmated Sandpipers had a
very light showing, with just one on Pt. Reyes
May 1 (SBT, LT) and one at Mt. View Fore-
bay, Santa Clara, May 16 (JMcK). Baird’s
Sandpipers may be regular on the w. edge of
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the Great Basin, four at Goose L, Apr 29
(DS) mark the 4th consecutive spring sight-
ngs there. However, one in Sierra V., Apr. 25
(L)) was a first in spring for Plumas. A win-
tering Ruff remained near Lemoore, Kings,
until May 4 (JSe, A. Gordus); one was at Co-
sumnes R. Preserve, Sacramento, Mar.
31-Apr. 2 (JMHu, MP, 1TDM, GEw); one
appeared in Alviso Apr. 21-May 8 (SCR ez
al); and one was at Sutter N'W.R,, Apr. 26
(DS, M. Wolder), a first for Sutter.

LARIDS, ALCIDS

A Long-tailed Jaeger and a S. Polar Skua far
s w. of Pt. Reyes May 10 (THK) were both
rare in spring. The first basic Laughing Gull
lingered at L. Mendocino until Mar. 3 (fide
JM) , almost certainly the same bird seen at
the Palo Alto Duck Pond, Santa Clara, Apr. 17
(G. Walter). All represented first county
records. Three Franklin’s Gulls in Marin,
May 528 (J. Kelly ez al), as well as two in
Kings May 20 (SBT) were all adults. The
mm. Com. Black-headed Gull that re-
mained at Arcata until Mar. 9 (RJA) moved to
the Mad R. Estuary Mar. 14-Apr. 6 (RLeV,
JH). An ad. Mew Gull at the Lyalton sewage
ponds Mar. 13-14 (TM. Myers, TLJ), Sierra’s
first, was very rare in our mountain district.

The high counts for migrant Black Terns
were 18 at Hayward (RJR) and 11 at Grant L.,
Santa Clara MJM), both May 9 around S.E
Bay, and 185 at the Woodland sewage ponds
1n the C.V., May 13 (MP). A rare Black Skim-
mer rested at the Pajaro R. mouth, Santa Cruz
and Monterey, May 21 (ELb). The same day
two skimmers stopped at Bolinas Lagoon, for
Marin’s first, departing next day flying N
(CLE, ph. PR m.ob.).

Two ad. Pigeon Guillemots at E. Marin I,
Apr. 16 were at a new site well inside S.E Bay
(RS). An alternate-plumaged Marbled Mut-
relet at the Big Sur R. mouth Monzerey, Mar.
16 (t]Dv, CHo, L. Henkal, B. Christman)
was the first documented for the Big Sur coast
but suggested possible breeding in the nearby
Redwood—Douglas-fir canyons (DR). The
only Ancient Murrelet seen later than March
was far s.w. of Pt. Reyes May 10 (BHL). alcids
continue to colonize or prospect Afio Nuevo
1, San Mateo (all GJS). Three pairs of Cassin’s
Auklets were present, but no nesting was yet
confirmed. Ninety-seven Rhinoceros Auklet
nests was far more than in previous years. A

Tufted Puffin was likely prospecting there.

PIGEONS TO WOODPECKERS
Observers for the Santa Clara Breeding Alert
Atlas found nesting Band-tailed Pigeons at
Alum Rock Park Mar. 21 (MMR) and Henry
Coe S.P, May 8 (SCR), confirming breeding
in this portion of the Diablo Range. Long-
eared Owl continues to be one of our least un-
derstood owls, especially regarding its breed-
ing requirements. There are few nesting
records for the edge of the Sacramento Valley,
s0 a nest containing young at the Spenceville
Wildlife Area, Yuba , May 26—28 (1BW,
TDM) was of interest.

Three Lesser Nighthawks at Paynes Cr.

Wildlife Area, Tehama May 16 (G Horn, |
Coon) flirted with the n. limit of the species’
range. Thirty-eight Black Swifts over Croy
Ridge, Santa Clara—Santa Cruz, May 12
(DLSu) and 70 over M.B.O.S.P, May 22
(SCR) represented substantial movements
alongs the Santa Cruz Mits. Recently, such
large concentrations have been primarily
along the immediate coast. Few are recorded
in the Sacramento Valley, so 6 birds over the
Spenceville Wildlife Area May 28 (fTDM)
were a welcome sight. A very rare Chimney
Swift over Pt. Reyes May 17 (RS) provided
our earliest spring record ever.

The Anna’s Hummingbird at Tom’s Place
May 1425 (CDHa) was Mono s 3td for
spring. Not only were the 2 previous spring
records at CHHas feeders, but nearly all ex-
tralimital records and early arrival dates of
Mono's hummingbirds come from here (ES),
exemplifying the significance of feeders. Up
to 10 Costa’s Hummingbirds in Gloria Valley,
San Benito, May 14 (DLSh) was a noteworthy
concentration. The wintering male at Fair
Oaks, Sacramento, has seemingly taken up
residency, as it was present at the end of the
period (GEw). Costa’s x Anna’s hybrids are re-
ported with fair regularity; one was at Pt.
Reyes Station May 25 (RS).

Single Red-naped Sapsuckers at Berkeley,
Alameda, Mar. 6-11 (JsC, m.ob.) and
Carmichael,  Sacramento, Mar. 2728
(tWEH, GEw) were rare spring migrants in
the w. portion of the Region. The Red-breast-
ed X Red-naped sapsucker hybrid at Mc-
Cumber L., Shasta, May 15 (R. & N. Mod-
een) was one of few reported in recent years.

FLYCATCHERS TO THRASHERS
For the 3rd consecutive spring the Region had
a strong Hammond’s Flycatcher movement,
with about 42 observed Mar. 29-May 16,
again mostly in the Diablo Range. Singles in
Monterey May 9 (L. Bevier) and at Pt. Reyes
May 12 were a rare find along the c. coast, as
was one Dusky Flycatcher at the Big Sur R.
mouth May 8 (B.S.O.L.); only six migrant
Duskies were noted in the Region. Three
singing territorial males were again found on
Mt. St. Helena, Sonoma, May 16 (BDP; AB
46:447). Gray Flycatchers had a higher-than-
average total with 10 birds, including one May
12 at Pt. Reyes (RS), where they are very rare.
The last dates for our wintering E. Phoebes
in Davis and Livermore were Mar. 14 (GEw)
822 (JsC), respectively. Such wintering indi-
viduals have recently been annual events, but
birds at Dechambeau Ponds, Mono, May 8
(t]. & D. Parker, J. Finkbeiner) and Manteca,
San Joaguin, May 22 (tDGY) were casual
spring vagrants. The wintering Ash-throated
Flycatcher in Davis was last seen Mar. 13
(WEH). In addition to the nesting pair at the
Tracy Golf Course, San Joaquin, Apr. 18
(WRH), Cassin’s Kingbirds were at San Ardo,
Monterey as early as Mar. 5 (DLSh), along
Mines Rd., Alameda, Mar. 20 (1]JMR et al),
and in Panoche Valley, San Benito, Apr. 4
(DSg, DL). This species continues to be one
of the least detected nesters in our Region.

Pre-June E Kingburds are rare, so four found
coastally May 2230, with a record-early bird
at Pt. Reyes May 10 (RS), was noteworthy.

The arrival of two & Purple Martins at the
colony in Old Sacramento Mar. 6 (GEw)
matched the early date for the Region. Large
numbers of martins collected over Arcata
Marsh, Humboldt, Apr. 1-May 20, including
a Regional high count of 120 (BBA). Six Bank
Swallows at Ao Nuevo S.B., San Mateo, Mar
6 (G]S) were record early. Yellow-billed Mag-
pies rarely venture out into the San Joaquin
Delta, so onc at Bethel 1., Conta Costa, May 28
(Gfi) came as no surprise.

The return of two Black-capped Chick-
adees to Greenhorn Park, Siskiyou, Mar. 14
(RE) after several years’ absence may have
been induced by the break of the drought. A
Townsend’s Solitaire on Mrt. Diablo May 4
(KGH) and a Varied Thrush at Los Gatos,
Santa Clara, May 30 (A. Campbell) were late
lingerers. The wintering Sage Thrasher at Bay
Farm 1., Alameda, was last observed Mar. 14
(JM). One of the few highlights from EL this
spring was a Brown Thrasher May 17.

VIREOS, WOOD WARBLERS

Monterey ’s first spring “plumbeous” Solitary
Vireo was in Monterey May 9 (L. Bevier)
The Yellow-throated Vireo at Pr. Reye May
17-23 (RS, 1JM, m.ob.) was a very rare spring
vagrant, whereas Red-eyeds at B.S.O.L. and
at Pr. Reyes, both May 23 (RS), were rare for
May despite last year’s phenomenal showing.

Three Tennessee Warblers along the ¢
coast May 15—23, including one slightly in-
land at Mt. View Shoreline Park, Santz Clara,
May 25 (SCR), constituted a decent showing
Last season’s amazing invasion of s.e. U.S
nesters dotting the state was an anomaly for
all species except N. Parula. While totals
come up shy compared with last year’s, 16 N
Parulas Apr. 16-May 31, primarily along the ¢
coast, was far and away the 2nd highest total
Considering the presence of large numbers,
early arrival dates, 25 territorial males, and
successful breeding for the past 2 years, we
may be on the verge of a major range expan-
sion in the West.

One Chestnut-sided Warbler at Mt
Tamalpais, Marin, May 29 (D. Weintraub)
and three Magnolia Warblers along the
c.coast May 16-25 were average spring num-
bers. Close scrutiny of Townsend’s—Hermit
wartbler flocks produced three Hermit x
Townsend’s warbler hybrids, one each at Mt
Diablo Apr. 24 (D. Sandee) and May 11
(JMR) and Fremont Park, Monterey, May 2
(Tph. DSi). Very rare warblers for spring were
one Blackburnian at Pt. Reyes May 16 (T
Easterla), a Yellow-throated at Gazos Cr
Road, San Mateo, May 19 (RSTh), and a
Bay-breasted at EI., May 23. A Palm Warbler
in Glen Park, S.E,, Apr. 8 (JsC) may have win-
tered locally, while two others discovered
coastally Apr. 24 and May 1 were typical mi-
grants. Four Blackpoll Warblers were evenly
split between Pt. Reyes and San Mateo, May
2131

Three Black-and-White Warblers May
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15—23, for Am Redstarts Apr 19—23, and two
Ovenbirds May 2324, all along the c. coast,
were average totals. A N. Waterthrush at
C.C.R.S., May 2-5, and Hooded Warblers at
Tilden Regional Patk, Contra Costa, May 3—4
and at C.C.R.S., May 2324 (J. Buffa, R. Col-
well) were slightly inland. Another Hooded
was coastal at B.S.0.L., May 30-31.

TANAGERS TO FINCHES

Summer Tanagers at Bolinas, Marin, May 9
(PP) and at B.S.O.L., May 22 were above-av-
erage finds for spring. A nest-building ¢ W.
Tanager at Fremont Peak May 22 (CT) was
the first confirmed nesting for the Gabilan
Range (DR). An impressive 13 Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks were found May 4-31, including
three in the interior. The Blue Grosbeak at
Benton ValleyApr. 22 ($ES) was the 2nd for
Mono away from Oasis. An Indigo Bunting
in Novato, Marin, Apr. s (H. Karr) maay have
wintered locally. A male at Mare I., Apr. 21
(tDAsh) was Solano’s first, but one at Gazos
Cr. Road May 25 (BS) was at an expected lo-
cale. A Green-tailed Towhee at Arcade Cr.,,
Sacramento Apr. 30 (WEH) was a C.V. va-
grant. Late winter records of Am. Tree Spar-
rows in the n. country are rare but expected;
singles were at Ferndale, Humboldr Jan.
23—-Mar. 13 (S. Rovell, D. Sandee, m.ob.) and
Crescent City, Del Norte, Mar. 7—9 (ADB).
Unexpected was one in Walnut Cr., Mar.
29-Apr. 7 (tGh), Contra Costa’s 2nd. Always
rare away from El. in spring, a Clay-colored
Sparrow was in Petaluma, Sonoma, Apr. 16-18
(ChW, AWi). A Brewers Sparrow at
Spenceville Wildlife Area, Yuba May 23 (BW)
carried the label of vagrant, but five to six
singing on territory at McArthur Swamp
May 30 (BY, CY) strongly suggested nesting
and established the 2nd record forShasta. Re-
ports of two Black-chinned Sparrows on Ray-
house Road, Yalo, May 13 (MP) were among
few county records.

After a 6-year absence, six Black-throated
Sparrows were again found in the Kilgore
Hills, Siskiyou, May 28 (RE). Extralimitals
were at Spenceville Wildlife Area Mar. 22
(tBW) and at EI., May 11-17. Grasshopper
Sparrows continue to be well reported (see AB
43:534); however, their occurrence in and
around the edge of the C.V. remains mysteri-
ous. Two birds in Merced, Merced, Mar. 2. (D.
Gray) and singles at Pixley N.W.R., Tidare,
Apr. 2 (J. Engler) and W. Butte Road, Sutzer,
May 29-June 1 (BWb, J. Conry, TDM) have
few precedents. A Harris’ Sparrow in Redding
May 8 (BY) was late. Lapland Longspur de-
parture dates of Mar. 14 at MacKerricher S.P,
Mendocine (DT) and Mar. 21 at Pt. Reyes
(AD) were typical. Quite atypical were two
breeding-plumaged Chestnut-collared
Longspurs in Foster City, San Mateo, Apr. 18
(1J. Hanson). There are few, if any, spring mi-
grant records away from EIL.

Undoubtedly a result of the break in the
drought, large breeding colonies of Tricol-
ored Blackbirds were again reported from the
San Joaquin Valley: 50,000 n. of Pixley
N.W.R. during March—April and 20,000 in

w  Kings (both J Engler) Thirty birds
prospecting for nesting sites near Alturas,
Modoc, Apr. 30 (DS) were noteworthy in our
Great Basin district. Great-tailed Grackles
continue to invade the Region, as two in Ben-
ton Valley, Mono, Apr. 22 (ph., ES), <4 at Ft.
Bidwell, Modoc, May 17 (RL), and <6 at Hon-
ey L. Wildlife Area, Lassen May 30 (TBMS)
wete Regional firsts in the Great Basin; how-
ever, they have been annual in e. Oregon. An
actual nesting colony of 8~10 birds was found
in Fresno as of May (D. Winton ef al.). The
Pine Siskin invasion through the lowlands re-
mained prevalent into May, with single rem-
nants in San Joaquin noted May 28 in Ripon
(S. Viss) and Lodi L., May 29 (DGY).

Corrigendum: In AB 46:477, the Red Knots at
Mono L. should be credited to Mike Mc-
Claskey, not Mac McCormick. In AB 46:476,
the number of Tufted Puffins on Castle Rock
in 1992 was published (due to a reporting er-
ror) as two to four, instead of the correct 40.
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC
COAST REGION

Guy McCaskie

The heavy rains of winter came to an abrupt
end in March, but near double the normal
precipitation left the entire Region wetter and
far lusher than normal. Some of our summer
visitors appeared a little eatlier than expected,
in the flurry of migrant activity of March and
early April, but this encouraging onset soon
dissipated, particularly along the coast. Sever-
al of the low-pressure areas that regularly de-
velop in the Gulf of Alaska at this time of year
moved south to Southern California in May
Two of these lows brought rain, leaving the
coast clear of the normal overcast that appears
to collect migrants; observers at such concen-
trating localities as Point Loma in San Diego
found remarkably few birds where one would
expect to find many. The May 9 weather front
did ground a large number of western mi-
grants in coastal San Luis Obispo County,
but landbird migration elsewhere along the
coast was considered “unspectacular,” “quite
slow,” and “well below average” by various ac-
tive observers.

Inland, heavy movements of landbirds
were encountered passing north through
Butterbredt Springs in the extreme southern
foothills of the Sierra Nevada in late April and
early May. Thousands were seen transiting
this small oasis carly April 17 and May 8
(MTH), and an estimated 12,000 passed
through on the morning of April 29 (REW)
By mid-May the push appeared to be over,
and observers searching for vagrants at desert
oases in late May found virtually no migrants,
in contrast to sightings of previous years
Could it be that the abundance of lush vege-
tation throughout the interior permitted mi-
grants to stop anywhere, thereby negating the
concentrating effects of oases? Or is there, 1n
fact, a major decline in migrant landbirds?

Abbreviations: C.L. (China L. Naval Awr
Weapons Station. extreme n.e. Kern Co),
E.AEB. (Edwards Air Force Base, s.e. Kern
Co.); EC.R. (Furnace Cr. Ranch, Death Valley
Natl. Monument, Inyo); H.D.L. (Harper Dry
L., nw. of Barstow, San Bernardino: Co),
N.E.S.S. (n. end of the Salton Sea, Riverside
Co.); S.B.CM. (San Bernardino Co. Muse-
um); S.B.M.N.H. (Santa Barbara Museum of
Natural History); S.E.S.S. (south end of the
Salton Sea, Imperial Co.); SEK.R.P. (South
Fork Kern R. Preserve near Weldon, Kern Co)

Asvirtually all rarities in s. California are seen
by many observers, only the observer(s) mn1-
tially finding and identifying the bird are in-
cluded. Documentation is on file with the
California Bird Records Committee (c/o
Michael A. Patten, PO. Box 8612, Riverside,
CA 92515) for all rariies listed in this report

Records submitted without documentation

are not published
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LOONS TO HERONS

A Red-throated Loon at S.E.S.S., Apr. 24
(PAG) was only the 3rd to be found art the
Salton Sea, and another near Chino, San
Bernardino, Apr. 30 (JEP) was in an unex-
pected locality. A Pacific Loon, rare inland,
on L. Perris, Riverside, Mar. 13 (MAP) was be-
lieved to have been present for several days.
Seventeen Com. Loons on L. Skinner, River-
side, Apr. 8—May 11 (RMcK) was a large num-
ber for an inland locality. An alternate-
plumage Horned Grebe near Cantil, Kern,
May 8-15 (MTH) was late for a spring mi-
grant and at a desert locality. The Red-
necked Grebe in Santa Barbara during the
winter remained through May 11 (PEL) to es-
tablish one of the latest dates for this species
in S. California.

A Laysan Albatross at N.E.S.S., May 2
(RMcK) was the 9th to be seen in s.e. Califor-
nta/s.w. Arizona, with all but a dead bird near
Yuma July18, 1988 (Kenneth V. Rosenbergez
al Birds of the Lower Colorado R. Val-
ley,1991) found May 2 & 21, all believed to
have been “trapped” in the Gulf of California
while seeking an overland route back to the
Pacific Ocean. A Laysan Albatross near Pt.
Sal, Santa Barbara, Mar. 21 (JMC,
*S B.M.N.H.) was one of a very few to be
found dead on a California beach. A Fork-tai-
Ied Storm-Petrel, most unusual in S. Califor-
nia waters, was seen from the Playa del Rey
jetty, Los Angeles, May 10 (KL). An imm.
Magnificent Frigatebird in Goleta, Santa
Barbara, May 22 (E & LY) was much earlier
than expected, as this species is normally
found in S. California late June—ecarly Sep-
tember.

An imm. Litde Blue Heron at Pr. Mugu,
Ventura, Mar. 17—early May (BSi) was the
only one found along the coast north of San
Diego, and an adult photographed near Big
Pine May 8—9 (T & JH) was the 3rd to be
found in /nye. An ad. Yellow-crowned Night-
Heron on San Elijo Lagoon, San Diego, May
14 (FH) is assumed to be the individual fre-
quenting this general area of the coast since
fall 1981. A Wood Stork in the Prado Basin
near Norco, Riverside, May 3 (JEP) was un-
seasonable and far from any area of expected
occurrence.

WATERFOWL TO RAPTORS
Three marked first-year Trumpeter Swans on
Klondike L. near Big Pine Apr. 5 (BHa) were
undoubtedly the same trio working this gen-
eral vicinity in December and January. A
Brant in El Monte, Los Angeles, Apr. 11 (PS)
and another near Lancaster, Los Angeles, May
2-8 (KLG) were the only two reported inland
away from the Salton Sea. The & Tufted
Duck found on Lopez L., San Luis Obispo,
Jan. 3 was still present Mar. 14 when accompa-
nied by another male and a female (KAR),
and the male that spent the winter near Santa
Maria, Santa Barbara, was last seen Mar. 7
(JMCQ). The Oldsquaw observed inland at
S E.S.S. during the winter was still present
Mar. 23 (BK).

A Turkey Vulture on San Nicolas 1., Apr.

23-30 (GeM) was the first to be found on any
of the Channel Is., apart from San Clemente
I.. A Black-shouldered Kite in the Lanfair
Valley of e. San Bernardino, May 15-29
(MAP) was far out of range. A Swainson’s
Hawk in Irvine, Orange, Apr. 22 (BED) and
another near Moorpark, Venrura, Apr. 23
(RAE) were close to the coast, where they are
now considered extremely rare. A Zone-tailed
Hawk near the coast in Malibu Cr. S.P, Los
Angeles, Apr. 25 (KFC) would appear to repre-
sent the first documented record for Los Ange-
les; another at EC.R., Apr. 11 (DW) was the
3rd to be found in nyo, and an immature at
Ft. Piute in extreme e. San Bernardino, May
16 (REW) is the 3rd to be reported from that
locality.

SHOREBIRDS TO ALCIDS

A Pacific Golden-Plover near Del Mar, San
Diego, Apr. 4 (EG), up to 12 near Santa Maria
Apr. 30-May 8 (PEL), and six on San Nicolas
I., Apr. 22-May 11 (GeM) had all probably
wintered locally. A hybrid American x Black
Opystercatcher with up to four Black Oyster-
catchers on Pt. Loma in San Diego Mar. 3-26
(EA) is believed to be the same bird present
here last spring (AB 46:480, 1992). A Black-
necked Stilt on San Nicolas I., May 17 (GeM)
was only the 2nd discovered on the Channel
Is. More than the expected number of Soli-
tary Sandpipers passed through the Region,
with nine reported Apr. 14—May 7. A Wan-
dering Tattlerat C.L., June 4 (MTH) is one of
less than a half:dozen to be found inland
away from the Salton Sea. An Upland Sand-
piper near Independence, fnyo, June 13 (AK)
was the 6th to be found in California in
spring, the previous five sightings occurred
May 15-28. Three Whimbrels were found in
the high desert portion of the Region, where
they are rare—one in Barstow, San Bernardi-
no, May 2 (MAP), another on Owens L., Inyo,
May 5 (T & JH) and a late individual at
EC.R., May 30 (CH). A Ruddy Turnstone at
E.A.EB., May 8 (DVB) was the only one not-
ed inland away from the Salton Sea. A Black
Turnstone, very rare to casual inland, was at
S.E.S.S., May 1 (GH), and two more were at
N.E.S.S., May 4 (GMcC). Casual for inland,
a Surfbird was on the Salton Sea at Salton
City Apr. 24 (CMcG, MAP, PAG), as was an-
other, May 7 (GMcC). Two Sanderlings at
E.A.EB., May 22 (MTH), another there May
29 (MTH), and a 4th near Lancaster May 8
(KLG) were the only ones found inland away
from the Salton Sea. Single Semipalmated
Sandpipers were seen an area at N.E.S.S,,
May 1 (MAP) & 4 (GMcC) where small
numbers are found each spring; however, one
Semi at H.D.L., May 7 (REW) and another
at EC.R., May 29 (MAP) established firsc and
and spring records, respectively, for San
Bernardino and Inyo. A Baird’s Sandpiper,
rare in spring, was at C.L., May 1 (JCW). A
Pectoral Sandpiper, also rare for the season,
turned up near Santa Maria Apr. 30-May 3
(JMCQ). The spring movement of Stilt Sand-
pipers through the Salton Sea peaked at 215
Apr. 27 (PEL). A Reeve photographed at Pt.

Mugu May 10-16 (LS) was believed to be the
same bird present near Port Hueneme during
the winter, and a migrant was in Playa del Rey
Apr. 14 (DK). Two Red-necked Phalaropes in
the San Pedro Channel off Long Beach, Los
Angeles, Mar. 21 (NBB) had probably win-
tered locally.

A S. Polar Skua near Anacapa I., May 22
(SEF) and another in the San Pedro Channel
June 5 (KLG) were observed at the peak of the
spring records off S. California. A Laughing
Gull at S.E.S.S., May 23 (KLG) was carlier
than usual. This species is a regular post-
breeding visitor to the Salton Sea; an adult in
La Jolla, San Diego, June 1 (DP) was unex-
pected along the coast. At least 20 Franklins
Gulls Apr. 17-June 2 was about normal. Two
Mew Gulls near Lancaster Apr. 25—May 8
(KLG) were far inland, as was a first-year
Glaucous-winged in Salton City May 1
(KEC). Twelve Sabine’s Gulls sighted 4060
naut. mi WSW of Pt. Conception Apr. 17
(MH) were somewhat early.

A stunning ad. Arctic Tern photographed
40 naut. mi WSW of Pt. Conception Apr. 17
(MH) was a month earlier than the previous
early-spring bird recorded for California. A
first-year Arctic Tern, casual on the Salton Sea
in late spring, was at Salton City June 2
(GMcC). A Least Tern, accidental inland
away from the Salton Sea, was photographed
at EC.R., May 31 (JM). A Least Tern in Bolsa
Chica, Orange, Mar. 29 (JSB) was the earliest
spring migrant ever to be found in California.
Ten Black Terns in Saticoy, Ventura, May 7
(VK) and six on Oso Flaco L., San Luis Obis-
0, May 8 (TME) were larger than currently
expected numbers along the coast. These ob-
servations coincided with a heavy movement
through the interior on the latter date—8s0
in the Antelope Valley of e. Los Angeles (KLG)
and 9o at E.A.FEB. (MTH). An Ancient Mur-
relet, rare in S. California waters, captivated
Prisoner’s Harbor on Santa Cruz 1., May 6
(WBT).

DOVES TO VIREOS

A White-winged Dove at Little Lake, Znyo,
May 3 (RHN) was somewhat n.w. of the
species’ normal range. A Com. Ground-Dove
on Vandenberg A.EB., May 10 (FS) was
north of the species’ known range. At least
two Ruddy Ground-Doves remained at
EC.R. winter—June 4 (GMcC), and at least
one was seen along the Colorado R. near
Blythe, Riverside, May 25-31 (SC, R]). A
Groove-billed Ani, a first for Santa Barbara,
was photographed in Goleta Apr. 13-June 8
(KL). The bird was believed to be present ear-
lier and, if so, probably arrived with the influx
of last fall/early winter. A N. Saw-whet Owl
was met at a most unusual locality, Butter-
bredt Springs near Cantil May 3 (REW). In
one hour, 13 Black Swifts traveling N over
Butterbredt Springs May 21 (SBT) were the
first to be seen at this heavily birded “oasis”
and among a very few recorded in the deserts
of this Region. A Chimney Swift near Cantil
June s (MTH) was the 2nd forKern.

An exceptional find was two migrant E
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Phoebes—one at well-watched
Hollywood Res., Los Angeles, Mar.
14-15 (JF) and the other in the
equally well-birded Sepulveda
Basin in Encino, Los Angeles, Mar.
21 (JE). A & Vermilion Flycatcher
near Weldon, Kern, May 126 (SL)
was n.w. of the species known
range. The Thick-billed Kingbird
that spent the winter in Seal
Beach, Orange, was last seen Mar.
20 (NBB). Three E. Kingbirds
were found—one (photographed)
inland in the Kelso Valley of n.e.
Kern, May 22 (BHi), another at
EC.R., May 29-30 (GLT), and a
3rd along the coast near Shell
Beach, San Luis Obispo, June 4
(DS). A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
in Solana Beach, San Diego, Mar.
2728 (BM) was believed to be the
same bird reported in this area
Dec. 4, having spent the winter
undetected; another near Norco,
Riverside, Mar. 11-30 (HEC) may
also have been present all winter,
but single birds at Panamint
Springs, Inyo, May 30 (SBT) and
another at Owens L., June 8 (T &
JH) were spring vagrants. Single Purple Mar-
tins near Lancaster Mar. 25 (DRW) and in
Huntington Beach, Orange, Mar. 26 (BED)
were early migrants; another at EC.R., May
27 (REW) was in an area in which few have
been found in recent years. A Brown Thrash-

ml%‘ ‘
Female Ruff in alternate plumage at Point

Mugu, California, May 16, 1993. Photograph/
Don Desjardin.

er, casual in spring, was near Laguna Beach,
Orange, May 7-8 (BED), and another was
near Needles, San Bernardino, June 10 (FJA).

Unprecedented numbers of White-eyed
Vireos, normally considered a casual vagrant
anywhere in the West, appeared for the 2nd
consecutive year, with single singing males on
the coast in Huntington Beach, Orange, May
8 (PS) & 31-June 1 {JSB), another in Goleta
June 6 (PEL), and a 4th inland near Inyokern,
Kern, May 23 (H & PB). A Yellow-throated
Vireo, another casual straggler to California,
was in Huntington Beach May 23 (JEP), and
a2nd was in Goleta June 1 (PEL). A Red-eyed
Vireo, a more regular straggler to California
than the previous 2 species, was heard singing
in Coronado, San Diego, June 14 (EC).

WOOD WARBLERS TO FINCHES

o

P

* Bakersfield

SRR

* Lancaster

PACIFIC
OCEAN

Fourteen Tennessee Warblers scattered
throughout the Region May s—June 5 was
about normal. We had more than the expect-
ed number of N. Parulas, with 22 at various
localities throughout the Region Apr.
19-June 9. Four Magnolia Warblers were re-
ported, with single birds on San Nicolas I.,
May 23 (GeM), Pt. Loma in San Diego May
26 (MBS), in Huntington Beach June 3—4
(JEP), and inland near Cantil June 4 (MTH).
A 3 Black-throated Blue Warbler at Butter-
bredt Springs May 15 (DVB) was one of justa
few to be found in California in spring. Two
Yellow-throated Warblers, casual stragglers to
California, were found, with one near
Hansen Dam near Sunland, Los Angeles, May
14 {DA) and the other photographed in Tor-
rance, Los Angeles, June 6 (KL). A Palm War-
bler in San Luis Obispo Mar. 18 (GPS), an-
other in Goleta Apr. 16 (KB), and a 3rd inland
in Banning, Riverside, Mar. 15 (RMcK) had all
probably overwintered locally. A singing Bay-
breasted Warbler in Harbor Regional Park
near San Pedro, Los Angeles, June 8 (JI) was
one of only a few to be found in California in
recent years. A & Blackpoll Warbler, always
an unusual find in spring, was at Butterbredt
Springs May 17 (REW). Black-and-white
Warblers appeared to be a little more numer-
ous than usual, with 22 reported Apr. 3-June
6. By contrast, Am. Redstarts were a little
scarcer than normal, with only 18 reported
May 11-June 6. Two Prothonotaries were
found: a male on the coast near Laguna
Beach, Orange, May 6 (RAE) and a female in-
land at Iron Mt. Pump Station in e. San
Bernardino, May 31 (R]). Ovenbird numbers
were slightly lower than normal, with one in
Yucca Valley,San Bernardino, May 19 (GH)
and three more in e. Kern, May 17-June 1

(REW, SBT). Far fewer than usual were re-

a .
% Scotty’s Castle

CALIFORNIA %

.
California City

* Baker
* Harper Dry
Lake

*Kelso

i * Morongo Valley
it
e

ports of three N. Waterthrushes in the e. part
of the Region May 8—June1 (BHi, GH, SBT)
and one on the coast in Irvine May 14
(DRW); one near Norco Mar. 22 (JEP) had
probably wintered in the area. Two Kentucky
Woarblers were found in Kern, with a male at
Butterbredt Springs June 4—5 (MTH) and an-
other at S EK.R.P, June 10 (SL). Hooded
Warblers came in with a respectable nine, but
a dim comparison with last year’s influx. Sin-
gle males were noted inland at Mesquite
Springs in Death Valley N.M., May ¢
(REW), in No Name Canyon near Pearson-
ville, Inyo, May 16-17 (DVB), and at Galileo
Hill, Kern, May 20~22 (MTH) & 29 (MTH),
as well as along the coast near Leucadia, San
Diego, Apr. 16 (DRW), in Huntington Beach
May 15 (BED), at Costa Mesa May 17 (RAH),
at Chino Hills S.P, San Bernardino, May 22
(BHo), and in Goleta June 9 (PEL). One
Hooded at Hansen Dam Apr. 28 (DA) was
more likely the same bird present here in Jan-
uary than a migrant.

Reports of Summer Tanagers well outside
areas of expected occurrence included single

Creek Ranch in Death Valley National
Monument, Califomia, on May 31, 1993.
Photograph/lohn Mariani.
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males at EC.R., May 27 (REW) and near Big
Pine May 30 (T & JH) in the n.e. portion of
the Region, as well as another on n. Vanden-
berg A.EB., Santa Barbara, May 15 (BHi).
Nine Rose-breasted Grosbeaks May 14 —June
8 was far fewer than expected, as were only 11
Indigo Buntings during the same period.

Up to four singing Cassin’s Sparrows were
discovered in the Lanfair Valley of e. San
Bernardino May 8—30 (REW ez al.,*S.B.C.M.),
where I5 were present in 1978 after a similar
wet winter (AB 32:1057, 1978). A Rufous-
crowned Sparrow at 2300 m on Clark Mt. in
e. San Bernardino, May 15 (REW) was proba-
bly of the race scortii previously known only
from the New York and Providence Mts. to
the south. Four Lark Buntings near Blythe
Mar. 20 (RMcK) were at the w. extreme of
this species’ winter range, but another near
Shandon Apr. 3 (JSR) is one of less than a half-
dozen to be found in San Luis Obispo. A win-
tering Swamp Sparrow in Irvine remained
through Mar. 13 (BED); another near Norco
Apr. 5 (JEP) was believed to have wintered in
that area, but one in the Sepulveda Basin in
Encino Mar. 28 (RB) and another in Harbor
Regional Park near Long Beach Mar. 20 (KL)
were both believed to be spring transients. A
wintering Harris' Sparrow was at EC.R.
through Mar. 31 (T & JH), two more were in
Independence through Apr. 28 (AK), and an-
other was in Orange through Apr. 18 (JSB),
but one on Pt. Loma in San Diego Apr. 3-11
(TC) was probably a migrant. Two Chestnut-
collared Longspurs photographed in the
Saline Valley, Jnyo, Apr. 10 (T & JH) were un-
usually late.

The only Bobolinks reported were a female

Chestnut-collared Longspur in the Saline Valley,
Inyo County, California, on April 10, 1993.
Photograph/lo Ann Heindel.

May 29 (CH) and a male May 30-31 (GMcC),
both at EC.R. A Com. Grackle, a casual strag-
gler to California, was at Cottonwood Springs
in Joshua Tree N.M., Riverside, Apr. 17
(DEQ). Bronzed Cowbirds were again found
north of their known normal range, with a
male near Tecopa, /nyo, June 1 (JM), a female
at EC.R., May 21-30 (GMcC), and a male
photographed at nearby Scotty’s Castle May
18 (T & JH). The & Orchard Oriole present
in Goleta during winter remained through
Mar. 23 (ZL). Four Northern (Baltimore) Ori-
oles were reported, with a male inland at Scot-
ty’s Castle May 14 (T & JH), single males on
the coast in Huntington Beach May 11 (JSB)
and on Pt. Loma in San Diego May 19
(DWA), and a female off the coast on San
Nicolas 1., May 23 (GeM).

Red Crossbills were widely distributed
throughout the desert mountains of fnzyo and
San Bernardino during May (REW, T & JH,
JM).

Observers [counly coordinators in boldface]:
Douglas W. Aguillard, Eva Aiken, Dustin Al-
cala, Fred ]. Alsop, Ron Beck, David V. Blue,
Jeffery S. Boyd, Karen Bridgers, N. Bruce
Broadbooks, Hank & Priscilla Brodkins (H &
PB), Kurt F. Campbell, Eugene A. Cardiff
(San Bernardino), Jaime M. Chavez, Henry E.
Childs, Sue Clark, Therese Clawson, Eliza-
beth Copper (San Diego), Brian E. Daniels,
Tom M. Edell (San Luis Obispo), Richard A.
Erickson, Shawneen E. Finnegan, Jon Fisher,
Kimball L. Garrett (Los Angeles), Peter A.
Ginsberg, Edward Greaves, Freeman Hall,
Robert A. Hamilton, Bob Harvey (BHa),
Gjon Hazard, Matt T. Heindel (Kern), Mitch
Heindel, Tom & Jo Heindel (T & JH) (/nyo),
Brad Hines (BHi), Bob Holcomb (BHo),
Charles Hood, John Ivanov, Richard Jeffers,
Dan Kahane, Virgil Ketner, Andrew Kirk, B.
Kuntz, Zev Labinger, Kevin Larson, Steve Lay-
mon, Paul E. Lehman (Santz Barbara and
Ventura), John Mariani, Gerry McChesney
(GeM), Chet McGaugh, Robert McKernan
(Riverside), Barbara Moore, Richard H. Neu-
man, Michael A. Patten, James E. Pike, David
Povey, David E. Quady, Kurt A. Radamaker,
William R. Radke, James S. Royer, Florence
Sanchez, Larry Sansone, Brad Sillasen, Grego-
ry P. Smith, David Sterner, Mary Beth Stow,
Philip Swan, Scott B. Terrill, Gerald L. Tol-
man, W. Breck Tyler, Richard E. Webster,
Douglas R. Willick (Orange), John C. Wilson,
David Wimpfheimer, Elaine & Lisle Young (E
& LY). An additional 60+ observers who could
not be individually acknowledged submitted
reports this season.—GUY McCASKIE, San
Diego Natural History Museum, Balboa
Park, P.O. Box 1390, San Diego, CA 92112.

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS
REGION

Robert L. Pyle

Spring and summer are the driest months of
the year, on average, and rainfall amounts this
spring continued well below even these low
monthly averages. Dry months are expected
to continue at least through the summer, ap-
parently resulting from some large-scale fea-
tures generally associated with El Nifio con-
ditions. Seven healthy chicks were added this
spring to the world population of the Endan-
gered ’Alala, and critically needed studies of
nesting of other Endangered Hawaiian forest-
birds are progressing well.

Abbreviations: B.D.B.M. (prefix for catalog num-
bers of specimens in B.P. Bishop Museum, Honolu-
lu); EES. (French Frigate Shoals); H. (Hawai'i
D); K. (Kauai L; M. (Maui 1); O. (Oabu I).

ALBATROSSES TO DUCKS

At Kaena Pt, O., four Laysan Albatross
chicks hatched in the state Natural Area Re-
serve this season, but three perished because

of too much interest from visiting people and
dogs. The fourth is expected to fledge success-
tully (DS). In recent years a few adults have
frequented a small plateau at 1200-ft eleva-
tion on the mountainside back of Kaena Pr.
This year 2 nests were started there; one was
abandoned, but the other chick hatched and
was doing well at season’s end (DS). This may
well be a new altitude record for successful
nesting by Laysan Albatross.

Single Buller Shearwaters were sighted a few
miles off the coast of n. Kona, H., Mar.14 and
May 2 (TS). Among a few white-rumped
storm-petrels observed at sea between Kaua'i
and Laysan 1., Mar. 5, 6, & 8 (JM) and off n.
Kona, H., May 2 (TS), one or two each date
were confidently identified as Leaches, and the
remainder were thought to be Leaches as well.

Late Mar. 11, 325 Cattle Egrets were count-
ed coming to roost along the lower Kalihiwai
R. on Kaua’i’s n. shore. Birds were still arriv-
ing after counting stopped (CD). The White-
faced Ibis wintering around Hanalei, K., was
reported again during the 3rd week of March
(DK,TS).

A & Cinnamon Teal, probably the same that
had wintered at James Campbell N.W.R., O.,
was reported at adjacent Amorient Aquafarm
May 28 (PD), a very late date for migratory
ducks here. One each Green-winged Teal, Am.

Wigeon, and Bufflehead, all in @ plumage,
were reported this spring at Laysan I. (JM, EF),
where any migratory duck is a straggler.

PHEASANTS TO GULLS

A fine & Green Pheasant (now considered a
race of Ring-necked Pheasant) was observed
well Mar. 8 at Pu’u La'au cabin on the w. slope
of Mauna Kea, H. (TS), an unusual locality
for this gamebird. Most bizarre report of the
season was of a Kalij Pheasant, normally a for-
est dweller, found dead and floating at sea 5
mi off Honokohau harbor, H., May 2 (TS)—
a bit out of range even for this species, which
has expanded far and wide on Hawai'i I. in re-
centdecades.

During a survey of the Kihei Lagoon/Reef
Runway area on O’ahu Apr. 20, a pre-migra-
tion gathering of r32r (Pacific) Golden-
Plovers was counted (PB), including 840 at
one station. Eighty-five percent were in
breeding plumage. A week later, 886 Ruddy
Turnstones were counted, most in breeding
plumage, on the opposite side of O’ahu at
Kualoa Park Apr. 29 (PB). These large pre-
migration gatherings are known to occur, but
specific counts at specific spots are seldom
recorded. Numerically small by comparison,
but reflective of the species’ social habits, a
group of three Wandering Tattlers was ob-
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served spiraling high into the sky and then
heading N, probably bound for the Arctic
(PB, Makena, M., mid-April).

A 2nd-year Herring Gull landed on a vessel
at sea 45 km s.e. of Tern L., EES., Mar. 14 (ph
JM). A fine-plumaged ad. Slaty-backed Gull,
observed alive at Sand 1., Midway Atoll, Feb.
28-Mar.7 and picked up dead Mar. 8 became
Hawaii’s first specimen (B.PB.M.) of this
rarely reported accidental visitor. A winter-
plumaged Black-legged Kittiwake, well-de-
scribed, was seen Mar.13 (only) at Tern I,
EES. (M. Webber, fide EF).

'ALALA TO GRACKLES

Japanese Bush-Watblers were found to be
“common” this spring on Mana Ridge in
extreme w. Kaua'i (TT),. One was heard in
Wainiha Valley on the n. shore (TP), indi-
cating wide dispersal over this island, which
they have colonized only during the past
decade. Reports of one to three O’ahu
"Elepaios this spring on 4 different trails
(EVW,VS) were encouraging indeed. Red-
billed Leiothrixes also continue to come
back on O’ahu. Sixteen were recorded on
Aiea Trail Mar.15 (PD) and five on Nu'uanu
Pali Drive near the lookout Apr. 22 (LT).
Yellow-faced Grassquits are being reported
more frequently farther north in the
Ko'olau Mts., O. During March and May,
three to five were located on Kipapa,
Poamoho, and Ko’olau Cr. trails (EVW).
One 8 Great-tailed Grackle continues
(since 1986) to be found regularly at Sand
Island Park, O. (PB}; an employee reported
two males coming regularly some months
ago, but not recently (fide PB). At Walker
Bay on Waipi'o Pen., 2 sightings, spaced a
few minutes apart, of a different-looking
female-plumaged Great-tailed Grackle (in

different lightings), were thought most like-
ly to be the same individual (BE, MR). One
female has been reported at Waipi'o irregu-
larly since 1980. The origin of these individ-
uals is unknown.

HAWAIIAN HONEYCREEPERS

Two sightings of Maui Parrotbill (Endan-
gered) were reported near the s.e. edge of
Haleakala N.P, M., Mar. 18 {(Manawainui)
and Apr. 14 (Kaupo Trail) (fide VG). Near the
opposite corner of the Park, in Waikamoi Pre-
serve, a pait of Parrotbills was observed build-
ing a nest in late March and incubating in
April (EVG). The nest failed, perhaps the re-
sult of infertile epgs, but it was collected (CE)
and is the first-ever preserved nest built by
this species (B..B.M.—178889). In Hanawi,
10 km. e. of Waikamoi, biologists found a 2nd
nest Apr. 7, from which one young fledged
successfully May 5 (JLo). A 3rd Parrotbill nest
was observed under construction in Waika-
moi May 1, in the same tree that supported
the first, perhaps a 2nd attempt by the same
pair (EVG). Except for 2 reported during the
1980s as probable Parrotbill structures, these
are the first known nests of this species, and
the first to be described and studied.

Research continued this spring on several
nests of ’Akohekohe (Endangered) in Waika-
moi, where last year the first known examples
were discovered and studied. This year a
windstorm Mar. 1 dislodged a 2-week-old
’Akohekohe chick from one of the nests. Af-
ter several unsuccessful attempts to return the
chick to its parents, the chick was placed at
the Captive Propagation Facility at Olinda. It
has since developed into a healthy vigorous
young bird (CE), the first young of an Endan-
gered Hawaiian Honeycreeper to be raised in
captivity.

S.A.

Very good news for the ’Alala (Hawaiian
Crow, Endangered) this nesting season. In ac-
cord with an agreement with landowners
reached after contentious litigation, U.S. Fish
& Wildlife Service biologists removed 8 eggs
from first clutches of three wild *Alala nests in
the McCandless Ranch area of Hawai'i I. One
egg was infertile and one was malformed, but
the other six hatchlings were raised success-
fully in a specially built incubation and rear-
ing facility nearby. Five are now in a hacking
facility in preparation for release. The 6th will
be placed in the state’s Endangered Species
Captive Propagation Facility at Olinda, M.,
as a first step toward broadening the genetic
base of that badly inbred captive flock. In the
wild flock, 2nd clutches were laid in one or
two nests, but all were lost, apparentdy
through predation. This fate probably befell
nearly all nestings attempted in the wild be-
fore this year.

In the captive flock at Olinda, one chick
was hatched successfully out of 5 eggs in 2
clutches laid by one female. One of the other
eggs was infertile, and the remaining 3 em-
bryos died during incubation or hartching,
from various causes attributed to excessive in-
breeding within this group (FD).

Production of this many healthy young in
a single season is unprecedented. Corvus
hawaiiensis now totals 17 known individuals
in the wild (a recent report of a very late egg
found may presage an 18th) and 13 in the
Olinda captive flock.

Long-term studies on nesting of Endan-
gered ’Akepa, ’Akiapola’au, and
Hawai'i Creeper, as well as non-
Endangered honeycreepers, con-
tinued at Hakalau N.W.R., H.
Nesting success overall has been
way under par compared with last
year’s showing. The probable cause
is the unusually poor blooming of
ohia-lehua, artributed to the sea-
son’s dry conditions (JLe).
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WEST INDIES REGION

Robert L. Norton

Important observations have been reported
from Barbados, covering the spring as well as
last fall and winter. Regular reporting from
Barbados (MF, EM) could provide some of
the most exciting migration information
since the days of market shooting, when
MBH canvased the shooting swamps. The
routine occurrence of “vagrant” marsh and
shore birds reported from Barbados should
place its wetland habitats at the top of the in-
ternational conservation roster.

St. John, U.S.VI., was visited (J & KS)
March 2—9. The wanderlust Smiths twice fer-
ried from Ft. Lauderdale, Fl, to Freeport,
Grand Bahama, March 7 and May 3, providing
a 4-hour “pelagic count” of birds over the Gulf
Stream en route. They also visited Jamaica
March 23-31. Another pelagic trip was under-
taken April g out of Barbados (MF, EM). A tour
of Abaco, Grand Bahama, New Providence, and
Great Inagua, the Bahamas, late March- early
April provided some surprises as reported by
AWW. All Jamaica’s endemic species were ob-
served in 8 days, and nearly all the n. Bahamas’
native species and subspecies, with the excep-
tion of the extirpated W. Indian Woodpecker,
were noted during 2 spotcheck visits (PW &
SS). The Region’s endemics, however, remain
at critically threatened fauna. There was no
word on the status of Barbados’ Yellow Warbler.

Rainfall measured by the National Park Ser-
viceat Cruz Bay, St. John, U.S.VI. (POR 100+ years)
this season was barely below average, with -59%
in March, +22% in April, and +16% in May.

Weather conditions developing along the
seaboard of N. America the weekend of Mar.
13-14 created some birding excitement in
Bermuda a few days later. The big storm pro-
vided a flurry of early spring dates for several
shorebirds, only the 2nd record of Little Gull,
and two Swallow-tailed Kites.

Abbreviations: Barb. (Barbados); Mart.(Martinique);
St.J. (St. John); StV.(St.Vincend; USV.L (US. Virgin Is).

SHEARWATERS TO TERNS
Twenty Audubon Shearwaters were observed
during the Gulf Stream crossing Mar. 7, but
only two were seen May 2 in the same area (all
PWS ez al). Single Audubon’s and Leach’s storm-
petrels were seen on the Apr. 9 pelagic trip out
of Barb. (ME EM). A Red-billed Tropicbird
was watched flying around cliffs at St. Lucy,
Barb., Apr. 24, for one of the few land-based
sightings there, suggesting nest-site prospect-
ing. A Mar. 3 sighting (J & KS) of a Double-
crested Cormorant at Great Cruz Bay, St].,
represents only the 3rd record for the island, but
the species has recently been found to be in-
creasing in the U.S.V.I. The small W. Indian
race of the Double-crested Cormorant was
found at Paradise 1., New Providence, Ba-
hamas, and in large numbers (s00+) at Great
Inagua Apr. 4 (AWW). Single dark-morph
Reddish Egrets were at Morant Bay, Jamaica,
Mar. 29, and at McLean’s Town, Grand Ba-
hama, May 4 (PWS ez al.), providing unusual
localities for this form. The Little Egret, record-
ed during the past winter as the 2nd for Barb.,
was joined by another at Graeme Hall Swamp
Apr. 27 (ME, EM). This could be the start of
something big (Murphy, Col. Wazerbirds, 1993).
A ? Ruddy Duck was seen Apr. 24 at Green-
land, St. Andrew, Barb., providing one of the
few records of the century (ME EM) from the
Lesser Antilles. A juv. 3 Peregrine Falcon that
apparently wintered at Barb. was last seen Apr.
6 (ME EM). Two Swallow-tailed Kites were
seen Mar. 31 (AWW) on Abaco. In a flock of
Am. Golden-Plovers, a single Pacific Golden-
Plover (fizlva) was photographed (PB, FB, ME,
EM) at Golden Grove Swamp, Barb., Apr. 24,
as evidence of the first W. Indian record. A
Wood Sandpiper provided the 2nd record for
Barb. and W. Indies, where it has wintered
since Nov. 28, 1992. It remained at an artificial
(shooting)} swamp untl Apr. 19 (ME, EM).
Two Red Knots were seen Mar, 27 at Treasure
Beach, Jamaica (PW & SS, AS, RS}, providing
perhaps the first record for that locale, as well
as a spring record of Pectoral Sandpiper
(ADow,1990). A bit more commonplace or
routine for Barb. were Ruffs and Reeves as late
as Apr. 18 (ME, EM). A Wilson’s Phalarope at
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L. Rosa, Great Inagua, Apr. 4, wasa first
Bahamas (Buden, 1987).

Eight Pomarine Jaegers were sighted arter
the midpoint of the Gulf Steam crossing Mar. 7
(PWS ez al.), and one was seen an hour out of
Freeport, Grand Bahama, May 5 (PWS er
al). Three Parasitics (including one dark
morph) were seen Apr. 9 (ME EM) on a pelag-
ic trip out of Barb., for one of the few reports of
this species in the Region. More than 20
Roseate and 30 Least terns were seen (PWS ez
al.) May 3 at Freeport Harbor, Grand Bahama,
an area of historical nesting for both species,
but a few weeks too early for confirmation. A
Bridled Tern was seen Mar. 7 (PWS ez 4l) en
route Freeport, Grand Bahama.

PIGEONS TO BLACKBIRDS
A White-crowned Pigeon was reported at St.V.
in March (AB, fide MF), providing perhaps the
first record for the island. Three Key West
Quail-Doves were seen (PWS ez al) May 5 in
coastal coppice of the Lucayan N.P, Grand Ba-
hama. Eared Doves were confirmed as breeding
residents at Ruby, St. Philip, Barb., Feb. 27 (ME,
EM, DA, AK), when a juvenile was found among
6 birds. During the spring period, it was deter-
mined that the St. Philip Parish population
consists of about so birds (DA). The n. limit of
Eared Dove occurrence in the Lesser Antilles to
date is Mart., with 2 records. But at Vieux Ft.,
thes. tip of St. L., there appears to be a very lo-
cal population among which seasonal nesting
may occur. They gather in large flocks in fall
(french, 1973), possibly migrating southward
for the winter. This species’ range has been
spreading northward via Trinidad and Tobago
since the mid-r950s. Three Chuck-will’s-wid-
ows were heard calling at Lucava, Grand Ba-
hama, May 4 (PWS ez al}, where they may nest.
A Whip-poor-will was heard calling and sing-
ing in the predawn hours at Marshall’s Pen., Ja-
maica, Mar. 27 (PW & SS), for an island record
(Bond 1988; Downer & Sutton, 1990) and the
only W. Indian record outside Cuba (AOU 1993).
A pair of resident Brown-headed Nuthatches
was located at Lucaya, Grand Bahama, May 5, in
an area searched unsuccessfully in early March
(PWS ez al). Two Fork-tailed Flycatchers Apr.
29-30 at Graeme Hall Swamp fur-
ther attested to the Trinidad—Tobago
to Barb. migration-trap pathway. A
carefully studied Virginia’s Warbler
was reported at Observation Hill,
Dover Sound, Grand Bahama, Mar.
8 (PW & SS, PR, RC). Details are ex-
pected elsewhere. A 3 Hooded War-
bler, first seen in February 1993 (AK)
and securing the first Barb. record,
remained at Graeme Hall Swamp
until Mar. 9 (ME EM).
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