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Capturing the likeness 
of avian subjects on paper 
or canvas requires long 
hours of concentrated 

study and sketching in the 
field. This painting of 
the Swamp Sparrow 
(Melospiza georgiana) 
began not with paint and 
brush but with intense 

observation using Bausch 
& Lomb* optics. 

Bausch & Lomb manu- 

factures a complete family 
of binoculars specifically 
designed for extended 
observation. The Custom* 

Series, endorsed by the 
National Audubon Soci- 

ety, and the world-famous 
Elite* Series feature extra- 

long eye relief and close- 
focus, designed for bird- 
ers, which minimize eye 
fatigue during prolonged 
viewing. 

Elite binoculars now 

feature performance 
enhancing PC-3 Phase 
Correction coating. PC-3 
Phase Correction coating 
dramatically improves res- 
olution and contra'st. The 

high-contrast image is 
pinfeather sharp and per- 
fectly color correct, letting 

,d 
Cindy House 

is a fast-rising star in the 
field of bird art. She has 
illustrated a number of 

field guides, including the 
National Geographic 

Society's Field Guide to the 
Birds of North America. 

Detatl from 'Swamp Sparrow" by Cindy House 
If you would like an 11 ' x 14' fine art reproduction of this painting. please send a 

check or n•oney order for $10 (plus sales tax) with your name and address to: 
"Swamp Sparrow', clo Bausch & Lomb, 9200 Cody, Overland Park. KS 66214. 
Net proceeds will be donated to habitat restoration in Florida 

you distln•uish subtle 
details and shadings. 

For the most intimate 

observations, a Bausch O 
Lomb* 77ram Elite* spot- 
ting scope is best. Now 
with ED-Prime glass the 
77ram Elite gives up to 
60X magnification with 
the ultimate in color cor- 

rection, high contrast, and 
crisp resolution of the 
finest detail. 

The Elite 15- 45x Com- 

pact Zoom spotting scope 
with PC-3 Phase Cor- 

rection coating sets 
the standard for 

compactg 

All birders want 

the best in optical 
equipment, but for 
the artist, Bausch O 
Lomb is an absolute 

necessity. 
For a Bausch & 

Lomb binocular 

and telescope bro- 
chure or the name and 

address of your nearest 
Bausch & Lomb retailer, 
call (800) 423-3537. 

BAUSCH 
& LOMB 

¸1993 Bausch & Lomb, Incorporated 
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FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

HE COMMON LOON is one of NorthAmer- 

ica's favorite birds. 

Anyone who has heard its 
haunting cry across the lakes 
of our northern woods, or 

watched as a strikingly pat- 
terned parent carried its 
chicks on its back, will prob- 
ably speak of the loon with 
awe. Native Americans cele- 

brate the bird with wonder- 

ful stories. The loon seems 

to call to us from an ancient 

time. 

But modern times have 

not been easy for this power- 
ful diver. Read "Yodelers of 

the North" in this issue of 

American Birds. Many threats 
to the well-being of the 
Common Loon have emerged 
in the past century. The 
good news is that with in- 
creased understanding of this 
bird, people have been able 
to make changes that have 
aided the loon. But the so- 

bering truth is that the 
Common Loon's position is 
still precarious. 

Environmentalists have 

been accused of having few 
new ideas since the Clean 

Air and Water acts in the 6os 

and 7os. To the contrary, our 
thinking has been evolving 
in exciting ways. For a long 
time, the national focus was 

on "end of the pipeline" 
treatment of environmental 

problems: addressing issues 

after they had become cata- 
strophes, whether it was a 
species in peril, such as the 
Spotted Owl, or a toxic dis- 
aster. Now, we are looking at 
whole ecosystems, and tack- 
ling problems at the front 
end that protect loons and 
owls and swans and gnat- 
catchers. 

In that spirit, I suggest 
that it's time to take the lead 

out. Remove lead sinkers 

from fishing tackle boxes. 
Ban them from the lakes and 

waterways where they en- 
danger Trumpeter Swans and 
our Common Loons. 

Lead sinkers probably are 
not the greatest threat to 
loons or swans. Researchers 

are finding scary amounts of 
mercury in loon populations 
throughout North America. 
Collisions with power boat 
propellers, entanglement with 
fishing line, and gun shots 
also kill loons in significant 
numbers. 

But we shouldn't have to 

autopsy 500 loons and swans 
before we confirm that lead 

sinkers are a very real threat. 
Lead is toxic. Public health 

officials have recommended 

that lead be banned for all 

but non-essential purposes. 
We know that when swal- 

lowed, often along with peb- 
bles to aid the bird's diges- 
tion, one lead sinker can kill 

a loon very quickly. 
So why not do the right 

thing, the simple thing? Re- 
move the lead. Tie on a steel 

nut. We are not the first to 

make this call. In Great Brit- 

ain, certain sized lead sinkers 
have been banned because 

they poisoned Mute Swans. 
The Environmental Defense 

Fund has proposed a similar 
ban here. The United States 
Environmental Protection 

Agency recently announced 
that it is developing a pro- 
posal, which will be pub- 
lished in January t994, that 
could ban the most danger- 
ous lead fishing sinkers. And 
fishing .industry officials have 
talked about alternatives. 

We know what happened 
when we took the lead out 

of gasoline. The quality of 
our air improved. It's still 
not perfect, but during the 
initial phase-out of leaded 
gasoline between t976 and 
t98o, blood lead levels among 
United States citizens dropped 
37 percent. The Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency esti- 
mates that vehicles emitted 

47 thousand metric tons of 
lead in •982, but only 1.6 
thousand tons in I99L Tak- 
ing the lead out of gas has 
cleady made a difference in 
people's lives. Why not do 
the same for the Common 

Loon and other birds? 

.F I 
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Pentax binoculars feature high- 
quality BaK4 prisms which 

transmit more edge-of-field light 
for a brighter image. Pentax 

7-layer super multicoating 
decreases glare and increases 

contrast for greater subject 
detail, and rugged Pentax 

construction gives you years of 
trouble-free performance. Try a 

pair today and see what you've 
been missing. 

PENTAX CORPORATION 
35 Inverness Drive East 

Englewood, CO 80112 

Manufacturing and Servicing Fine Cameras ß Lenses ß Binoculars ß Monoculars ß Spotting Scopes ß Video 
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Don't get beat by the 
heat. Persistent birders 

can find ample rewards in 
the field this time of year. 
Our Summer Guide will 

take you there. 
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Chickens in Texas, 
the diet of wintering 
Swainsons Hawks, 
and a move to save 

wildlife refuges for 
wildlife. Read all 
about it in Overview. 
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PaulEhrlich returns to 
the Antarctic after 20 

years, and ponders the 
lessons of evolution. 

Things that seem 
strange--like flightless 
ducks--are not so odd as 

they might first appear. 
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SPECULATIONS 

The Parana-Paraguay, 
second largest river 
system in South America, 
is the target of developers 
with grand plans. J.P. 
Myers explains why the 
Hidrovia project would 
create more hardship 
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everything to identify a 
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watched an Osprey 
hunt can vouch for 
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The Common Loon faces 

tough challenges at the 
end of this century-- 
high levels of mercury, 
lead poisoning, and other 
dangers on the lakes 
where they breed. But 
people also understand 
more about the loon, 
and how to protect it 
from human disruptions. 
By Paige St. John 
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Military installations 
often serve as de•cto 
refuges for birds and 
other wildlife. Much 

progress has been made 
in changing the militar)/s 
attitude toward 

safeguarding its avian 
neighbors. But budget 
cuts, base closings, and 
base consolidations could 

jeopardize that progress. 
By Michad 7}nnesen 
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FRONT COVER: A Common Loon carries its 
chick across a lake in Quebec. PhotoBvaph 
by Stephen Kirkpatrick. 



¾enezue/a-A Birdwatcher's 

Orinoco River ß Angel Falls ß Trinidad 

envy. Parrots, toucans and blue-and-yellow macaws all put on an astonishing 
show in the early light..." From the log of the M.S. POLARIS 

his November, discover a naturalist's view of Venezuela with a select grot, lp of •udubon members --- aboard the M.S. POLARIS. Explore the rich forests of the Orinoco Ri•er, ali•e with dazzlingly 
colored bird and plant life, macaws, toucans and orchids. Search along the remote islands off Venezuela's 
coast for rtlfOtlS crab-hawks and cream-colored woodpeckers. In Trinidad, view the famed flights of scarlet 
ibis. Marvel at the narrow ribbon of Angel Falls as it thunders over a 3,200-foot cliff to a canyon below. 

With a staff of ornithologists and naturalists, our expedition ship, the 80-passenger M.S. POLARIS, 
is ideal for such a voyage. Its shallow draft and maneuverability allow us to go almost anywhere. And 
where the POLARIS can't go, motorized landing craft can. After all, nature is ever-changing, so we 
follow her course of unlimited possibilities. 

Departure is November 22-30, 1993, and prices start from $2,890. Please call Beth Ryan now at 
(212) 979-3066 or write for a free brochure. 

Sven-OlofLindblad's National_'••dubon Society SPECIAL EXPEDITIONS • 
Sh•p's registry: Bahamas 
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FROM 
EDI 

E 

O BIRD COULD HAVE A 
more definite personality than 
the raven; none could more 

surely awaken immedi- 
ate interest or exert a 

more instant charm, or 
could seem more con- 

vincingly to guarantee 
that its charm and in- 

terest would perenni- • 
ally flourish and in- 
crease. Its flight has re- 
markable compass and 
power. It appears proud 
and absolutely inde- 
pendent. Ravens throw 
a purple light over the familiar scene 
and invest it with a superfluousness of 
grateful gliding. They are creatures of 
a vagrant fancy, unrivaled as powerful 
tricksters, with apparently inexhaust- 
ible vitality. Their sense of acute play- 
fulness is felt by all who come in re- 
peated contact with them. 

Certainly no bird has enjoyed a 
more brilliant reception, nor has any 
tribute been more profound, than 
that paid to the Common Raven by 
the Native American people of the Pa- 
cific Northwest. To those who peo- 
pled Southeast Alaska, the raven is the 
principal mythical figure. Raven is a 
trickster neither good nor evil, but 
can be blamed for the evil and praised 
for the good that occurs. There seems 
to be no end to the variety of its 
characterizations. On the one hand, 

Raven may be a foolish, lying thief 
satisfying only his own greed. On the 
other, Raven is the ultimate "trans- 

former," who not only illuminates the 
earth by bringing light stolen from 
the one who would keep it in dark- 
BesS, but then proceeds to create and 

arrange the essentials of fresh water, 
land, sea, tides, sky, fair weather, 
salmon, and even human life itself. It 

is Raven who is said to have put the 
sun in the sky. He is the "culture hero" 
who gives people the things they need 
to survive, and teaches them how to 
care for themselves. 

The raven tales of the Tlingit Indi- 
ans sprung up as an oral tradition at 
a time when animals and humans 

were less distinguishable than they 
are now. While the Tlingit practiced 

their matrilineal succes- 

sion, carved their com- 

plex and beautiful to- 
tem poles, and celebrat- 
ed important events with 
lavish podatches, Raven 
tales and legends abound- 
ed in flashes of brilliance 

I studded with bits of 
homely wisdom. They 
contain the most vivid 

truths expressed with ju- 
dicious economy of ex- 

travagance. Some are lively and half- 
grotesque, some are discriminating 
portraitures of character, and some 
show keen intuition and allow critical 

estimates of the merits and demerits 

of their fellow beings. Their charac- 
terizations are faultless, in the main, 

and explore archetypal ideas simply 
told and easily read. They combine 
symbolism, humor, morality, and re- 
veal the character of work and the 

scenery of a people. They are the pow- 
erful literary record of the Tlingit 
experience. Get them. Read them. 
You'll find them every bit as fascinat- 
ing as I do. 

Stay tuned! 

Answers to That} Bird and Aviation Entertainment, 
Vol. 47, No. I, Spring [993 American Birds. 

t. Lone Eagle 8. Spruce Goose ]5- Kestrel 
z. Kitty Hawk 9. Screaming Eagles ]6. Dove 
3- Blackbird to. Yellowbird [7. Blackhawk 
4- Condor n. Harrier [8. Albatross 
5- Songbird [2. Fighti•xg Falcon [9- Eagle 
6. Golden Eagle [3- Lark 
7- Cardinal [4. Heron 
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Is "Ecotourism" an Oxymoron In Costa Rica? 

Chris Wille writes in the Summer issue of The Living Bird (Vol 12, 
No 3) that in 1992 "more than 49,000 ecotourists breathed the mists 
of Monteverde's trails." What he didn't say was that most came off 
of cruise ships just to visit a cloud forest and perhaps, if lucky, see a 
Quetzal. A what? 

At MOTMOT we want you to see the Quetzal (and about 400 other 
spedes), therefore we have designed a 15 day trip that avoids the 
overcrowded National Parks, and takes you to no less than 5 
private reserves and haciendas. Here you can walk the trails or 
even sit on the verandas to view hummers, tody flycatchers, motmots 
and even Quetzals without the interfering babble of all those 
"ecotourists" who don't know the difference between a banana and a 

banaquit. 

The tour, which indudes a visit with Dr. Alexander Skutch, has 
been designed by Julio Sanchez, Professor of Ornithology and 
Curator of the Museum at the National University in Costa Rica. (see 
Chris's artide in Amer/can Birds, Spring 1993, Vol 47, No 1). 
Sanchez leads our January trip (15 - 29, 1994) and is joined by 
Richard ffrench, MBE, author of A Gu/de to the Birds of Tr/n/dad 8? 
Tobago, in March (March 27 - April 10, 1994). 

We know birders are good ecotourists - it's the bananas we worry about. 

Please call or write us: 

MOTMOT Nature Tours 

101A West Upland Road - Ithaca, NY 14850-1415 - Ph: 607-257-1616 



HOWTO 
READ 
THE 
REGIONAL 
REPORTS 

Birds have no respect for range maps. 
Bird distribution in NorthAmerica is 

constantly changing, as birds expand 
their ranges into new areas, disappear 
from former strongholds, or alter their 
patterns of migration. 

Our knowledge of bird distribu- 
tion is also changing constantly, as dis- 
coveries continue to come in. Keep- 
lng up with all these developments is 
a challenge for ornithologists, conser- 
vationists, and birders. 

The Regional Reports, published 
four times a year, contain a wealth of 
information about our dynamic bird- 
life. To those seeing the reports for 
the first time, they might appear dif- 
ficult or technical, but they are not; 
anyone with any birding experience 
will find the reports easy to under- 
stand. If you have hesitated to dip 
into this section of the magazine, we 
invite you to read the report from 
your area of the continent; we predict 
that the information there will alter- 

nately surprise you and confirm your 
ideas about birdlife in your region. 
To help you get started, here are an- 
swers to some questions that may oc- 
cur to first-time readers. 

What kind of Jnformation Js Jncluded, 
and do the Regional Editors just report 
everything that's reported to them? 

Regional Editors do not report every 
sighting of every bird. Such a list 
would be huge, unwieldy, and not 
very useful. Instead, they solicit re- 
ports from as many observers as pos- 
sible, screen the records for accuracy, 
choose those that are most signi- 

ticant, look for trends and patterns of 
occurrence, connect scattered bits of 

information, and ultimately come up 
with a concise, readable summary of 
the real bird news--the important 
avian events and trends of the season 

throughout their region. 

Why are there so many abbreviations 
in the text? 

We abbreviate some frequently-used 
words and phrases to save space. Most 
of these are easy to understand and 
remember. (See the list of abbrevia- 
tions at the end of this section.) In 
addition to these standard abbrevi- 

ations, some Regional Editors use 
shortened versions of the names of 

some birding hot spots; they list these 
local abbreviations in a separate para- 
graph, just after their introductory 
comments and just before their main 
species accounts. 

What do the initials in 

parentheses mean? 

Most records published in each re- 
port will be followed by initials, to in- 
dicate the source: the person(s) who 
found or reported the bird(s) men- 
tioned. The initials may be followed 
by et al. (short for et alia, meaning 
"and others"), or preceded by fide 
(literally, "by the faith of "--meaning 
that this is a second-hand report, and 
the person initialed is the one who 
passed it along to the Regional Edi- 
tor). A dagger (?) before the initials 
means that this person turned in 
written details on the sighting. 

There are good reasons for giving 
credit to the observers involved. Read- 

ers may be reassured about the accu- 
racy of surprising sightings if they 
know who the observers were; re- 
searchers who want to know more 

about a certain record may be able to 
contact the observers directly. 

Who are the people who send in 
their sightings? 
All observers are invited to send in 

notes to their Regional Editors: de- 
tails on rare sightings, species that 
were scarcer or more numerous than 

usual during the season, unusual 
concentrations on migration, and so 
on. Reading the reports for your re- 
gion for a few seasons is the best way 
to find out what kinds of information 

are desired. Although the Regional 
Editors cannot cite every record that 
they receive, every contributor helps 
them to produce a more thorough 
and accurate summary. 

Why are some bird names in heavier or 
blacker type? 

We use boldface type to draw atten- 
tion to outstanding records of rare 
birds. General categories of birds that 
the Regional Editors would place in 
boldface would include: any species 
that has been recorded fewer than •o 

times previously in a given state or 
province; any new breeding record 
for a state or province; or any bird to- 
tally outside established patterns of 
seasonal occurrence. (For the most 
part, records are not boldfaced unless 
they are backed up with solid details 
or photographs.) Birders who like to 
know about rare birds (and most of 
us do) can get a complete rundown of 
the season's outstanding rarities by 
scanning all the Regional Reports for 
those boldfaced birds. 

What are the boxes marked "S.A." ? 

"S.A." stands for "Special Attention" 
(and, by coincidence, is pronounced 
"essay"). The purpose of the boxed 
essays is to draw attention to parti- 
cularly noteworthy phenomena or 
trends. 

Likely topics for essays include 
new population trends or new pat- 
terns of bird distribution, unusual in- 

vasions or migration events, field re- 
search projects that have yielded new 
data, specific conservation problems 
that have an impact on birdlife, or de- 
tailed discussion of some outstanding 
(or perplexing) rare bird record. Ex- 
perienced readers of American Birds 
make it a point to flip through all the 
Regional Reports and read all the 
S.A.s, even in regions where they do 
not read the rest of the text. 
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Just one of the species protected 
by the Endangered Species Act. 

inne$ota:• 
farm.•r • • ! • - 

THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT HELPS 

PROTECT VITAL ECOSYSTEMS. 

And that benefits us all. 

A strong law that protects Imperiled wildlife will help stop nearly I 0,000 kinds of American plants and animals---and 
their habitats•from vanishing forever. What do we stand to gain? Drought- and pest-resistant crops to feed the world's 
5.5 billion people. Abundant fisheries. Life~saving medicines. The genetic secrets of myriad forms of life. And a land 
where wild creatures still roam free. 

For more Information about how you can help protect the plants, animals, and ecosystems essential for our future, 
contact: National Audubon Society, Box ESA. 700 Broadway, New York. New York ! 0003. 

National ••dubon Society 
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Marketplace Rates: Advertise your product or ser- 
vice in our Marketplace. Rates are: $ I. 15/word for 
one insertion; 9o½/word for 5 insertions. Send pay- 
ment with copy. Copy deadlines are: Spring issue: 
March •; Summer issue: May I; Fall issue: July •5; 
CBC issue: August •; Winter issue: October I5. Send 
to: American BiraS, Marketplace, 7oo Broadway, 
New York, NYtooo3. 

BOOKS 

BUTEO BOOKS--Cffhe source for bird 

books in North America: field guides 
(domestic and foreign), handbooks, mon- 
ographs. Over 1000 titles in stock. Also, 
rare and out-of-print ornithology books 
bought and sold. Call 1-(800)-722-2460 
(USA and Canada) or write: Route 1, 
Box 242, Shipman, VA 2297 l, USA. 

THE BIRD BOOK SOURCE The best 
in bird books. Bi-monthly reviews by 
qualified specialists. Prompt shipment 
services. Nothing sent unless ordered. 
Field Guides for various countries rec- 
ommended and stocked. For member- 
ship information write P.O. Box 1088, 
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568 or call 800- 
433-4811. 

BIRD BOOK BARGAINS--Surplus in- 
ventory at bargain prices. Over 50 titles 
from $2.95 to $9.95 for books published 
at up to $49.95. Not reprints! Send for 
list and prices. P.O. Box 309, North An- 
dover, MA 01845. 

OFFERS 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE 
your small business. Grants/loans to 
$500,000.00. Free recorded message: 
(707) 448-0270. (GG9) 

THE UNUSUAL--Nature's Call gift cat- 
alog $2 ppd., Art Originals, 1099 I-55 San 
Jose Blvd., 4'149, Jacksonville, FL 32223. 

NEVER MISS RARE BIRDS AGAIN!- 
Complete national guide to rare bird 
hotlines. AUDUBON, NATURE CON- 
SERVANCY SANCTUARIES, NATION- 
AL WILDLIFE REFUGES, FORESTS, 
PARKS--all quick referenced by state! 

Acclaimed by Nrders as the number one 
birding publication of 1992. $9.95. 
FRIENDS OF NATURE, 43-C Quail 
Lane, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250. The 
ultimate vacation planner! Recently re- 
vised! Immediate deliver• 

FOR SALE BY OWNER: BIRDER'S 
CONDO! 2bdrm/2bath. Large fenced 
yard, deck. 50+ yardlist. 30 minutes to 
San Francisco. Near mass transit. $135k! 
(510) 687-4248. 

OPTICAl. EQUIPMENT 

BINOCULARS AND SPOTTING 
SCOPES--Compare our prices. Bausch 
& Lomb Bushnell Swift Optolyth Mi- 
radot Jason. YODER OPTICS, 4501 
T.R. 606, Fredericksburg, OH 44627. 

NORTH AMERICA'S PREMIERE BIRD- 
ING DEALERSHIP--carrying every- 
thing that matters: Binoculars, scopes, tri- 
pods, accessories. Originators of the con- 
suiting process. Because We Bird! Call 
(404) 350-9791. Atlanta, GA. Robert 
Mann & Associates. 

TRAVEL 

HOLLAND--Your private birdwatch- 
ing guide. Individuals: $45/day, Party: 

$69 (excl. car/ace.). Brochure: Mr. Emfie 
Dirks, Schepenlaan 31, 1503 HK Zaan- 
dam, The Netherlands; phone 01131- 
75123227. 

JAMAICA'S INEXPENSIVE SOUTH 
COAST--Songbirds, waterfowl, rare 
marine morasses--plus swimming, ten- 
nis, marvelous cook-housekeeper and 
panoramic view from our seafront villa. 
Flyer, photos: Don, (203) 247-0759. 

BONAIRE BIRDWATCHING OLYM- 

PICS AND NATURE WEEK, September 
19-25. Call for information on this 
Caribbean island's unique, friendly bird- 
ing competition and nature exploration 
week. Medals awarded to individuals 
spotting greatest variety of Bonaire's 190 
exotic birds. Open to all levels. Also 
enjoy Bonaire's renowned diving, snor- 
keling, hiking, etc. Call Bonaire Tourist 
Office, (800) U BONAIR or (212) 832- 
0779. In Canada, (416) 465-2958. 

AUSTRALIA--Pajinka Wilderness Lodge, 
400m from the top of Australia, boasts 
1/3 of Australia's bird species (240 
species; 13 endemic). Oct-Mar migrato- 
ry birds from Nuigini attend. Resident 
naturalist. P.O. Box 7757. Cairns. QLD. 
AUSTRALIA. 4870. 

"1 wish I'd had a pair of these 
when I first started 
birding..." 

SWIFT 8 x 42mm ULTRALITE 
"Top-rated" in the binocular review in Cornell University's 
Autumn 1992 Living Bird, which said, "the best binocular for 
the buck. Birds look sharp and crisp . . . Their 21-ounce 
weight and armored coating make them the most comfort- 
able Perre prism we examined. Amazingly, they were the 
only Perre prism binoculars to pass the fogging test. I wish I'd 
had a pair of these when I first started birding." A good 6.6 ø 
field (346' at 1000 yards), [ong 18mm eye relief idea1 for 

$222so eyeg,ass use 14' c,oe focu, a,,fet,me warranty- and our 
freight-paidprice of $222.50 saves you over 38%! 

Call (405) 364-4898 for our free catalog 93AB - with 8 pages of information 
abo. ut howto pickthe right birding optics -plus our discount price list showing your 
sawngs on the 150 spotting scope and binocular models we keep in stock from 
Swift, Zeiss, Bausch & Lomb, Leica, Nikon, Pentax, Fujinon, Celestron, Questar, 
Kowa, Optolyth, Swarovski, and more. 

christophers, ltd 2401 Tee Circle, Suite 106 ß Norman, OK 73069 

(405) 364-4898 Toll-free order/price quote line: (800) 356-6603 
Hours: 10-5:00 CST, Men. thru Fri. Mastercard, Visa, Amex, Discover, Optima. Free freight if paid by check. 

Our 15th year of saving you money on quality optics. 
Member of the Bausch & Lomb Birding Council, National Audubon Society Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology 

American Birding Association, and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. 
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Empire builders since THAT'S the Sumerians have flocked toward 

birds of prey when selecting avian 
symbols--perhaps one reason 
the United States Congress passed 
on Benjamin Franklins suggestion 
that the Wild Turkey symbolize 
America. Over the years, state 
legislatures have proved less 
rapacious in choosing winged 
representatives. Songbirds, 
waterfowl, and even a cuckoo have 

become official symbols. See if 
you know the birds--and the states! 
By James R. Polson 

BIRD 
&StATElY 
ENTERTAINMENT 

1. This desert bird represents a state 
near the geographic center of its 
United States range. 

2. A state that abounds in pines hon- 
ors a nervous woodpecker. 

a. Five Southern states consider this 

saucy, versatile songbird an apt avian 
ambassador. 

4. This "reclusive" bird, known for 

its ethereal aria, represents a New 
England state. 

5. A tuneful symbol in six states, this 
bird sings a different song than its 
cousin in the East. 

$. A sparrow-sized bird, dunked in 
color, belts a lively warble, from its 
official state in the Northeast to the 
Pacific Coast. 

7. Three states--East, West, 

and Midwest--are happy with this 
rich bird. 

8. Scarlett O'Hara might 
have heard this bird's 

jumbled call in the 
gardens at 
Twelve Oaks. 

9. This bird of winter 

feeders is a brilliant 

representative for 
seven states. 

10. No state is better known for 

snow, and no state bird thrives 
better on it. 

11. This state bird is resident 

only in this state. . 

12. A famous Southern 

politician was nicknamed, 
for one bird. His home 

state picked another 
"fisher" as its symbol. 

la. History made this 
savior a natural 

choice as 

state bird. 

14. There's 

no better place to 
hear the woebegone cry \ 

of this bird. • 

15. This bird cries ' 

"Chicago"--but its • 
range and official state \ 
are thousands of miles 

from the-Windy City. 

16. The hotter, drier, and pricklier, 
the better for this bird, a year-round 
resident in its arid state. 

17. This bird's distinctive tail 

. may help it execute an elab- 
• orate "sky dance" over 

the state it represents. 

18. In a state that 

claims two of 

its rivers meet 

to create the 

Atlantic 

Ocean, 

legislators 
displayed 

chauvinism in 

their selection of state 
bird. 

,7• 19. A big state 
that is half 

mountain opted for a 
small prairie bird. 

"' 20. This tiny 
ß ball of energy, the 
official bird of two 

states, is a welcome sign 
of life during long winters. 

\ 

If you answered j•wer 
than •o, buy an encyclo- 

? pedia. Answer w to •5 correctly, 
and you can consideryourself well- 

traveled. If you polled 
•6 or higher, you 
might want to 

• runj•rnational 
offce.' 

Answen 

to our last quiz, 
That's Birds and 

Aviation Entertainment, 

on page •83. 
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LAST WEEK YOU COULDN'T GET YOUR 
BINOCULARS ON THOSE MIGRANTS IN TIME. 

THIS WEEK, IT'S A DIFFERENT STORY. 

This week, with your new Zeiss binoculars, you're able to pinpoint thrushes and pick up treetop warblers 

while everyone else is spinning their focus wheels. It's r•t magic. It's just the way Zeiss bir•culars are 
built: to perform. And while everyone else is straining to see wing bars and tail spots, legendary Zeiss 

optics let you see details that are feather-edge fine; details that define the difference between a shoulder 

• shrug and a confident identification. Zeiss 7 x 42 and 10 x 40 binoculars. ZE!,•,• • Fouru• in the hands of the world's finest field birders. To get your hands on symbo• for ze,ss •ua•,•y a pair, call 1- 800-338-2984for a dealer near you. G e r m a n •/ 



"Shhhhhhhh...' 

J 

• •i Whooperswans(Cygnuseygnus)roostingonabedofsnow. Their 
•m• magnificent size and golden-based bills are unmistakable. 

Ifs a rare and wonderful moment. A Coup for the most ambitious Lister. 
An image that will last a lifetime. 

With Nikon s leaendary multicoated optics you can get this close without ruffling 
any feather• and idealfly even unfamiliar species like these with unmatched comfort 
and ease (so you can imagine how theyql perform in your own backyard). 

Nikon makes a full line of precision birding optics, all covered by our limited 
•, ear warranty. And, based on their high quality and performance, their 

prices are remarkably down to earth. 
• e them at your Nikon dealer, including our #1 

• . • ed compacts; 8x30 E binoculars (the choice of 
. BBC W'ddlife Magazine); our new angleal- 

ii e epiece ED fieldscopes; and totally restyled 
•? d ultra-versatile StayFocus Plus II* Series. 

- You'll discover why Nikon is quietly 
winning over serious birders everywhere. 

"t" For a free catalog, call 1-800-BIRDING. •'• 

FREE! 
Aspects © Birdfeeder & 

Birdfeeding Tips ($22.50 Value) with purchase of any new Nikon 
binocular or spotting scope. 

Inc 


