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"Shhhhhhhhh,.. 

Whooper swans (Cygnus cygnus) roosting on a bed of snow. 
Their magnificent size and golden-based bills are unmistakable 

It's a rare and wonderful moment. A coup for the most ambitious 
Lister. An image that will last a lifetime. 
With Nikon's legendary multicoated optics you can get this close 

without ruffling any feathers and identify even unfamiliar species like these 
with unmatched comfort and ease (so you can imagine how they'll 

perform in your own backyard). 
• Nikon makes a full line of precision birding optics, 

all covered by our limited 25-year warranty, and considering 
t -lr high quality and performance, at prices remarkably 

! - down to earth. 
See them at your Nikon dealer, including our 
rated compacts; 8x30 E binoculars (the choice 

• ,f BBC Wildlife Magazine); our new angled-eyepiece 
' ED fieldscopes; and totally restyled and ultra-versatile 

StayFocus Plus IP Series. 
• You'll discover why Nikon is quietly winning over 

'o•, bird- l's e•verywhere. 
F0ra ft, .talog, call 1-800-BIRDING. 
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Gate Headlands in California, there are few birding pursuits as addlcfive and demanding 
as hawk watching. And, knowing the demands that hawk watchers and all serious birders 
place on their optics drives Swarovski engineers to design and make the finest scopes 
and binoculars on the planet. 

If you need high magnification, our newest ST-80 straight or AT-80 angled eyepiece 
spotting scopes are waterproof/submersible and have light transmission factor of 
over 82%. And, their resolving power is better than any other 20-60X scopes, anywhere. 

If you want new binoculars, our remarkable ?X42 and 10X42 SLC models are setting 
new standards of clarity, resolution and light transmission for roof prism binoculars. 

Swarovski optics can make your vision sharp as a hawk's and that's what you 
need if you're truly senous about birding. To find out how, visit your nearest 

Find a windy outcropping on a high ridge fine facing north. 

Sit on a cold rock for hours, then watch and count those • 
exciting birds of prey as they ride the updrafts. .•.,..•: 

From Cape May to Hawk Mountain to the Golden •e, 

SWAROVSKI 
OPTIK 

dealer or call 800-426-3089. 

The Ultimate Birding Glasses 
Swarovski Optik North America, Limited, One Wholesale Way, Cranston, Rhode Island 02920 
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AMERICAN BIRDS' 
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The pleasures of spring 
are upon us! Neotropical 
migrants make their 
appearance throughout 
North America. Here are 

some of the best spots to 
visit this season. 
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Birds and the Clinton 

Administration. Hope 
for contraband parrots. 
Audubon gains two new 
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Congresswoman Karen 
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and much more. 
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Colorado leads to inter- 

esting discoveries. Paul 
Ehrlich suggests that 
habitat disruption could 
result in a domino effect 

of extinctions among 
seemingly independent 
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Coastal wetlands in 

Louisiana are in trouble, 
J.P. Myers points out, 
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LAST WEEK YOU COULDN'T GET YOUR 
BINOCULARS ON THOSE MIGRANTS IN TIME. 

THIS WEEK, IT'S A DIFFERENT STORY. 

This week, with your new Zeiss binoculars, you're able to pinpoint thrushes and pick up treetop warblers 

while everyone else is spinning their focus wheels. It's not magic. It's just the way Zeiss binoculars are 

built: to perform. And while everyone else is straining to see wing bars and taft spots, legendary Zeiss 

optics let you see details that are feather-edge fine; details that define the difference between a shoulder 

• shrug and a confident identification. Zeiss 7 x 42 and 10 x 40 binoculars. d Found in the hands of the world's finest field birders. To get your hands on Symbol for Ze,ss cluahly a pair, call 1-800-338-2984for a dealer near you. O e r m a n y 
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FROM THE 
EDITOR 

HE CHANGING OF THE SEA- sons seems, to me, to give life its rhythm. I love this particu- 
lar repetition. Recur- 
ring natural phenome- 
na give life a sense ofse- 
curit)/or, at least, sta- 
bility. The spring ar- 
rival of birds still make 

me feel the same excit- 

ed thumping of my 
heart as when I was a 

child. It fills me with an 

indefinable feeling of 
well being. Just when I 
begin to lose faith that 
spring will ever arrive, the cold weath- 
er slackens its grip, the days draw out, 
and temperatures slowly rise. Buffle- 
heads and mergansers court, plumage 
of male teal gleams like shining armor, 
wind from the sea brings with it the 
scent of seaweed. Large squadrons of 
billowy geese-phalanxes dot the hazy 
horizon in changing formations. I 
stand there following the wonderful 
sight through my binoculars. The last 
ground-addicted male Snow Buntings 
with their elegant black-and-ochre 
winter plumage, worn over their base 
color, nervously twitter. Ospreys ar- 
rive as one of the surest signs of spring, 
and with them comes the certain 

knowledge that winter is over. The ec- 
static fiuty trilling of the seasoffs first 
Upland Sandpiper is always a longed- 
for sign. In this season of awakenings 
and renewal, most field birders fall 

into a restless spring-migration mood, 
alleviated only by spending countless 
hours in the field. We believe in the 

promises of spring. We witness song- 
birds in a hurry to reach breeding 
areas to stake claim to their territories. 

Some are conspicuous events. Some 

are extremely obscure. Those b•rds ar- 
riving first are rewarded with the best 
territories and have the best prospects 
for breeding successfully, but, at the 
same time, they expose themselves to 
the risk of being hit by a reversal in 
spring weather. Journeys of such an 
extent and of such precision are re- 
peatedly accomplished despite many 
hazardous obstades. They play a dan- 
gerous game which presupposes well- 
polished adaptations. How do they 

find their destination 

with such accuracy, when 
many may have been 
there only once before? A 
bewildering multiplicity 
of landmarks, position 
of the celestial bodies, 

magnetic fields, smells, 
infra-sound, and iner- 

tial, gravitational, and 
Coriolis forces contri- 

bute to the birds' map 
sense. We admire their 

natural abilities to become pioneers 
and colonizers. As the days lengthen 
and the foliage thickens, birders look 
for misdirected migrants whose mag- 
netic miscalibrations have led them 

astray and contribute to make birding 
exciting. Millions of anonymous 
birds on the move; most navigating 
with pinpoint accuracy. It seems su- 
pernatural; an inspirational unsolved 
mystery. 

Even if new discoveries or future 

developments reveal information that 
completely alters present notions of 
how birds navigate and cause a radical 
change in our understanding of mi- 
gration, the nomadic feats of birds 
will have forever captured and held 
my imagination. It is, after all, 
stranger than fiction. 

Stay tuned!! 

Volume 47, Number 1 ? 
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Pentax binoculars feature high- 
quality BaK4 prisms which 

transmit more edge-of-field hght 
for a brighter image. Pentax 

7-layer super multicoating 
decreases glare and increases 

contrast for greater subject 
detail, and rugged Pentax 

construction gives you years of 
trouble-free performance. Try a 

pair today and see what you've 
been missing 

PENTAX CORPORATION 
35 Inverness Drive East 

Englewood, CO 80112 

Manufacturing and Servicing Fine Cameras ß Lenses ß B•noculars ß Monoculars ß Spotting Scopes ß Video 



HOWTO 
READ 
THE 
REGIONAL 
REPORTS 

Birds have no respect for range maps. 
Bird distribution in North America is 

constantly changing, as birds expand 
their ranges into new areas, disappear 
from former strongholds, or alter 
their patterns of migration. 

Our knowledge of bird distribu- 
tion is also changing constantly, as 
d•scoveries continue to come in. 

Keeping up with all these develop- 
ments is a challenge for ornitholo- 
gists, conservationists, and birders. 

The Regional Reports, published 
four times a year, contain a wealth of 
•nformation about our dynamic bird- 
life. To those seeing the reports for 
the first time, they might appear 
d•fficult or technical, but they are 
not; anyone with any birding experi- 
ence will find the reports easy to un- 
derstand. If you have hesitated to dip 
into this section of the magazine, we 
•nvite you to read the report from 
your area of the continent; we predict 
that the information there will alter- 

nately surprise you and confirm your 
•deas about birdlife in your region. 
To help you get started, here are an- 
swers to some questions that may 
occur to first-time readers. 

What kind of information is included, 
and do the Regional Editors just report 
everything that's reported to them? 

Regional Editors do not report every 
s•ghting of every bird. Such a list 
would be huge, unwieldy, and not 
very useful. Instead, they solicit re- 
ports from as many observers as pos- 
sible, screen the records for accuracy, 
choose those that are most signi- 

ticant, look for trends and patterns of 
occurrence, connect scattered bits of 

information, and ultimately come 
up with a concise, readable summary 
of the real bird news--the important 
avian events and trends of the season 

throughout their region. 

Why are there so many abbreviations 
in the text? 

We abbreviate some frequently-used 
words and phrases to save space. 
Most of these are easy to understand 
and remember. (See the list of abbre- 
viations at the end of this section.) In 
addition to these standard abbrevia- 

tions, some Regional Editors use 
shortened versions of the names of 

some birding hot spots; they list these 
local abbreviations in a separate para- 
graph, just after their introductory 
comments and just before their main 
species accounts. 

What do the initials in 

parentheses mean? 

Most records published in each report 
will be followed by initials, to indicate 
the source: the person(s) who found 
or reported the bird(0 mentioned. 
The initials may be followed by et al. 
(short for et alia, meaning "and oth- 
ers"), or preceded by fide (literally, "by 
the faith of"•meaning that this is a 
second-hand report, and the person 
initialed is the one who passed it along 
to the Regional Editor). A dagger (?) 
before the initials means that this per- 
son turned in written details on the 

sighting. 
There are good reasons for giving 

credit to the observers involved. 

Readers may be reassured about the 
accuracy of surprising sightings if 
they know who the observers were; 
researchers who want to know more 

about a certain record may be able to 
contact the observers directly. 

Who are the people who send in 
their sightings? 
All observers are invited to send in 

notes to their Regional Editors: de- 
tails on rare sightings, species that 
were scarcer or more numerous than 

usual during the season, unusual con- 
centrations on migration, and so on 
Reading the reports for your region 
for a few seasons is the best way to find 
out what kinds of information are de- 

sired. Although the Regional Editors 
cannot cite every record that they re- 
ceive, every contributor helps them to 
produce a more thorough and accu- 
rate summary. 

Why are some bird names in heavier or 
blacker type? 

We use boldface type to draw atten- 
tion to outstanding records of rare 
birds. General categories of birds that 
the Regional Editors would place in 
boldface would include: any species 
that has been recorded fewer than io 

times previously in a given state or 
province; any new breeding record 
for a state or province; or any bird to- 
tally outside established patterns of 
seasonal occurrence. (For the most 
part, records are not boldfaced unless 
they are backed up with solid details 
or photographs.) Birders who like to 
know about rare birds (and most of 
us do) can get a complete rundown of 
the seasoh's outstanding rarities by 
scanning all the Regional Reports for 
those boldfaced birds. 

What are the boxes marked "S.A." ? 

"S.A." stands for "Special Attention" 
(and, by coincidence, is pronounced 
"essay"). The purpose of the boxed 
essays is to draw attention to parti- 
cularly noteworthy phenomena or 
trends. 

Likely topics for essays include new 
population trends or new patterns of 
bird distribution, unusual invasions or 

migration events, field research pro- 
jects that have yielded new data, 
specific conservation problems that 
have an impact on birdlife, or detailed 
discussion of some outstanding (or 
perplexing) rare bird record. Experi- 
enced readers of American Birds make 

it a point to flip through all the Re- 
gional Reports and read all the S.A.s, 
even in regions where they do not read 
the rest of the text. 
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MARKET 
PLACE 

Marketplace R•t•: Advertise your product or ser- 
vice in our Marketplace. Rates are: $x.[5/word for 
one insertion: 9o½/word for 5 insertions. Send pay- 
ment with copy. Copy deadlines are: Spring issue: 
March I; Summer issue: May [; Fall issue: July [5; 
CBC issue: August I; Winter issue: October 15. Send 
to: American Birds, Marketplace, 7oo Broadway, 
New York, NY • ooo3. 

BOOI• 

BUTEO BOOKS--The source for bird 

books in North America: field guides 
(domestic and foreign), handbooks, 
monographs. Over z,ooo titles in stock. 
Also, rare and out-of-print ornithology 
books bought and sold. Call (z-8oo) 722 - 
246o (USA and Canada) or write: Route 
z, Box 242, Shipman, VA 22972, USA. 

THE BIRD BOOK SOURCE•Thc 

best in bird books. Bi-monthly reviews 
by qualified specialists. Prompt ship- 
ment services. Nothing sent unless or- 
dered. Field Guides for various countries 
recommended and stocked. For mem- 

bership information, write P.O. Box 
•o88, Vineyard Haven, MA o2568 or call 
8OO-433-48TZ. 

BIRD BOOK BARGAINS--Surplus in- 
ventory at bargain prices. Over 50 titles 
from $2.95 to $9-95 for books published 
at up to 549-95- Not reprints! Send for list 
and prices. P.O. Box 3o9, North An- 
dover, MA OT845. 

OFFERS 

NEVER MISS RARE BIRDS AGAIN!- 

Complete national guide to rare bird 
hotlines. AUDUBON, NATURE CON- 
SERVANCY SANCTUARIES, NATION- 
AL WILDLIFE REFUGES, FORESTS, 

PARKS-•I quick referenced by state! 
Acclaimed by birders as the number one 
birding publication of •99 z. $9-95- 
FRIENDS OF NATURE, 43-C Quail 
Lane, Jacksonville Beach, FL 3225o. The 
ultimate vacation planner! Recently re- 
vised! Immediate delivery. 

THE UNUSUAL--Nature's Call gift 
catalog 52.00 ppd., Art Originals, 
m99•55 San Jose Blvd., #•49, Jack- 
sonville, FL 32223. 

BLUEBIRD HOUSES--Build your 
own, 3 patterns, 52.oo, also comments 
from 4o years of Bluebird. Ideal Bluebird 
House, POB 223, Poneto, IN 4687 I. 

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT 

BINOCULARS AND SPOTTING 

SCOPES-•Compare our prices. Bausch 
& Lomb, Bushnell, Swift, Optolyth, Mi- 
radot, Jason. YODER OPTICS, 45o• 
T.R. 6o6, Fredericksburg, OH 44627. 

NORTH AMERICA'S PREMIERE 

BIRDING DEALERSHP-•carrying ev- 
erything that matters: Binoculars, 
scopes, tripods, accessories. Originators 
of the consulting process. Because We 
Bird! Call (4o4) 35o-979 I. Atlanta, GA. 
Robert Mann & Associates. 

TRAVEL 

HOLLAND Your private birdwatch- 
ing guide for $45/day, $69 for your party 
of max 8 (excl. car/ace.). Brochure: Mr. 
Emile Dirks, Schcpcnlaan 3•, •5o3 HK 
Zaandam, The Netherlands; Phone 
OTZ3T-75TZ3ZZ 7. 

COSTA RICA--Rainforcst, 9OOM guid- 
ed tours with resident birder. Transporta- 
tion, S.J. to Ranch to S.J. Delicious 
meals, hot water showers, spacious 
rooms, and horseback riding. All above 
included from 539o.oo/wcek. Rancho 
Naturalista, Apdo. 364-moz, San Jose, 
Costa Rica. Phone (5o6) 39-8o36. 

GULF OF MAINE•Guided Pelagic 
Bird Tours, May to August. Sponsored 
by National Audubon Socicty's Project 
Puffin. Atlantic Puffin, Arctic Tern, Ra- 
zorbill, Wilson's Storm Petrel, Northern 
Gannet, Greater Shearwater, Kittiwakc, 
Common Loon, Elder, Sooty Shearwa- 
ter, Fulmar, Black Guillemot, Phalarope, 
Murre, and more. Atlantic Expeditions, 
HCR 35 Box 29o, St. George, Maine 
04857 (207) 372-862T. 

DISCOVER THE BIRDS OF AUSo 

TRALIA--with Cassowary House, Ku- 
randa Queensland 4872; Emu Tours, PO 
Box 4 Jamberoo NSW 2533; Falcon 
Tours, x Simons Drive Roleystone WA 
6xn; Gipsy Point Lodge, Gipsy Point Vic 
389x; Philip Maher Inland Bird Tours, 94 
Hunter Street Deniliquin NSW 27m; 
Graham Pizzey, Victoria Valley Road 
Dunkeld Vic 329•. Six great opportuni- 
ties to see the unique birdlife of Australia. 

Remote. Wild. 
Unbelievable. 

Unravel the mysteries of a land where time stands still and nature 
displays an astonishing array of wonders - St. Paul Island, Alaska. 
ß Home to thousands of ß Spectacular sea bird ß Brilliant showcase of 

fur seals colonies-over 210 species wildflowers 
ß Arctic Fox and Reindeer identified ß Historic Russian Church 

St. Paul 
ISLAND 
ALASKA'S PRIBILOFS 

For free color brochure, call Reeve Aleutian Airways 800-544-2248 
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The Wild Blue 
Yonder is the transit zone for both 

airplanes and avian species. But 
that's not all these sky riders share, ac- 
cording to one Long Island, New York, 
aviation enthusiast. So make sure your 
seat belt is securely fastened, and take 
off on another American Birds quiz! 

By Michael Higgiston 

1. What was the nickname of Charles 

Lindbergh? 

5W 

2. Where did the Wright Brothers try to soar in 
their flying experiments? 

3. The highest-flying, fastest spy plane shares a 
common name for many species of marsh birds. 

4. The name control towers use for a German 

charter airline, and a bird that is now being 
released into the wild in California. 

5. When Sky King soared through the tale- 
vision airwaves in the 1950s, what was the 
name of his airplane? 

6. The Cessna 421 airplane shares the name of 
this noble bird of prey. 

THAT'S 
BIRD 
&AVIATION 
ENTERTAINMENT 

7. The Cessna 177 is named for this red bird 

8. Howard Hughes' wooden aircraft had a 
singularly short flight. What was its name? 

9. Hysterical raptors? This is the nickname of 
the 101 st Airborne Division. 

10. qW commercials in the 1960s used this 

term, the bane of fall birders, for Northeast 
Airlines. 

11. This British fighter capable of vertical take- 
offand landing was seen during the Falklands 
War. It shares a name with a marsh raptor. 

12. A feisty predator, or the name of General 
Dynamic's F- 16. 

13. Rockwell's small, single-engine passenger 
aircraft is named for this horned bird. 

14. The Dehavilland DH-114 shares a name 

with a long-legged wader that stalks food in 
shallow water. 

15. British Airtours International goes by 
this "handle" on the radio airwaves. It's also 
a small falcon. 

16. Another DeHavilland model is named 

after a bird that is sometimes "sad" and some- 

times spotted. 

17. A small, regional airline based in Janesville, 
Wisconsin, is named after a bird with a broad 

white band on its tail, as is a Sikorsky helicopter. 

18. This is a regional airline in Mexico, Grum- 
man's largest flying boat, and a bird that spends 
most of its life at sea. 

19. This is the moniker of the McDonnell- 

Douglas F- 15, as well as a national symbol. 

If you answer J•wer than 10 correctly, please pass 
through security again. Answer 10 to 15 correctly, 
and the pilot will let you visit the cockpit. If you 
soar through 16or more, you }e flyingfirst class. t 
Send us your answers, and you may win a prizd 
Answers to last issue • Quiz on page 165. 
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Before Paint and Brushes... 
Therek Bateh Lomb. 

Capturing the likeness 
of avian subjects on paper 

hours of concentrated 
study and sketching in the 

field. This painting of the Swamp Sparrow 
(Me[ospiza georgiana) 
began not with paint and 
brush but with intense 

observation using Bausch 
& Lomb © optics. 

Bausch & Lomb manu- 

factures a complete family 
of binoculars specifically 
designed for extended 
observation. The Custom © 
Series, endorsed by the 
National Audubon Soci- 
et• and the world-famous 
Elite © Series feature extra- 

long eye relief and close- 
focus, designed for bird- 
ers, which minimize eye 
fatigue during prolonged 
viewing. 

Elite binoculars now 

feature performance 
enhancing PC-3 Phase 
Correction coating. PC-3 
Phase Correction coating 
dramatically improves res- 
olution and contra•t. The 

high-contrast image is pinfeather sharp and per- 
fectly color correct, lettin4 

Cindy House 
is a fast-rising star in • 
field of bird art. She has 
illustrated a number of 

field guides, including • 
National Geographic 

Sooety's h•ld Guide to • 
Birds of North America. 

I t 
Detail from 'Swamp Sparrow" b), Cindy House 

If you would hke an 11 ' x 14' fine art reproduction of th•s painting, please send a 
check or money order for $10 (plus sales tax) with your name and address to: 
'Swamp Sparrow', c/o Bausch & Lomb. 9200 Cody. Overland Park. KS 66214: 
Net proceeds will be donated to habitat restoration in Florida 

you distinguish subtle 
details and shadings 

For the most intimate 

observations, a Bausch & 
Lomb © 77mm Ehte © spot- 
ting scope is best. Now 
with ED-Prime glass the 
77ram Elite gives up to 
60X magnification with 
the ultimate in color cor- 

rection, high contrast, and 
crisp resolution of the 
finest detail. 
The Elite 15- 45x Com- 

pact Zoom spotting scope 
with PC-3 Phase Cor- 

rection coating sets 
the standard for 

compacts. 

All birders want 

the best in optical 
equipment, but for 
the artist, Bausch & 
Lomb is an absolute 

necessity. 
For a Bausch& 

Lomb binocular 

and telescope •ro- 
chure or the name and 

address of your nearest 
Bausch & Lomb retailer, 
call (800) 423-3537. 

BAUSCH 
& LOMB 

•1993 Bausc• & Lomb, Incorporated. 



Venezuela-A Birdwatcher's 

Orinoco Ri 'r. ß .õel Fails ß Trinidad 

show in the early light..." From the log of the M.S. POLARIS 

his November, discover a naturalist's view of Venezuela with a select group of Audubon members -- 
aboard the M.S. POLARIS. Explore the rich forests of the Orinoco River, alive with dazzlingl• 

colored bird and plant life, macaws, toucans and orchid=. Search along the remote islands off Venezuela's 
coast for rufous crab-hawks and cream-colored woodpeckers. In Trinidad, view the famed flights of scarlet 
ibis. Marvel at the narrow ribbon of Angel Falls as it thunders over a 3,200-foot cliff to a canyon below. 

With a staff of ornithologists and naturalists, our expedition ship, the 80-passenger M.S. POLARIS, 
is ideal for such a voyage. Its shallow draft and maneuverability allow us to go almost anywhere. And 
where the POLARIS can't go, motorized landing craft can. After all, nature is ever-changing, so we 
follow her course of unlimited possibilities. 

Departure is November 22-30, 1993, and prices start from $2,890. Please call Beth Ryan now at 
(212} 979-3066 or write for a free brochure. 

Sven-Olof Lindblad's National; Audubon Society SPECIAL EXPEDITIONS • • 
•/up s re•s•r•- Bahamas 


