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the most rigorous field conditions. And, because of the 

Elite binocular's 
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; eye relief, even 

eyeglass wearers can enjoy ex;ended viewing of their 
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for birding scopes. The new Elite Zoom 77mm with ED- 
Prime low dispersion glass delivers dramatically enhanced 
color and resolution quality. The Elite 15-45x Compact 
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The Custom © Series binocular was designed in 
consultation with internationally renowned ornithologists 
Endorsed by the National Audubon Society, Custom © is 
America's favorite birding binocular. in 10x40 and 8x36 
standard, and 7x26 compact confi•rations. 

If you're serious about birding, ask your photo or sporting 
•ods dealer for Bausch & Lomb. © First in the Field of Visior/: 
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FROM THE 
EDITOR 

HE BUSINESS OF DISCOVERY 
is pretty heady, and putting a per- 

sonal imprint on the world of science 
has forever been the 

stuffof dreams. 

The high points, the 
moments of new expe- 
rience, revelation, in- 

sight; these are the 
events and images that 
fill the room in the cor- 

ner of the mind. The 

process of ornithologi- 
cal discovery is frag- • 
mented, detailed, spe- •; • 
cialized, and topical, 
but that makes the act itself no less ex- 

citing. In fact, substantive new dis- 
coveries are being made all the time. 
They involve a great many complex 
matters, and, like any healthy growing 
adolescent, every discovery learns 
from the mistakes and omissions of 

previous discoveries. 
Imagine the thrill and excitment 

Jack Dumbacher felt when he discov- 
ered the remarkable secret of the toxic 

defense mechanism of the Hooded 

Pitohui. I knowyou'll find Christopher 
Hallowell's account of the revelation 

fascinating. And be sure to read Paul 
Ehrlich's lucid column on avian coevo- 

lution, which puts the pitohui discov- 
ery in a broad biological framework 

Then consider Elizabeth Pennisi's 

article on the people behind what can 
only be thought of as the Superbowl 
of birding. Audubon's Christmas Bird 
Count represents the most extensive, 
longest-term, continuous, and most 
geographically comprehensive data set 
in American ornithology. There is no 
other branch of field zoology which 
has any sample comparable in size, 
scope, and regularity. It is the single 

most popular, voluntary, early winter 
bird continental inventory in the 
wodd. It provides the empirical basis 
for an increasing number of research 
studies for those interested in winter 

population trends, winter range ex- 
tensions, and winter bird distribu- 

tion. Count statistics have been pub- 
lished annually for the past 92 years. 
What started out as several small, 

uncoordinated parties of birders fan- 
ning out over the countryside, has 

become an event orches- 

trated with the precision 
of a military campaign. 

Upwards of 45,000 
volunteer birders parti- 
cipate in the all-out win- 
ter extravaganza annually. 
These are the energetic 
field heros and heroines 

whose tens of thousands 

of individual observa- 

tions help keep track of 
what is happening to 

North American species populations, 
particularly their winter ranges. 

We couldn't be more delighted to 
be bringing these articles to you, along 
with our customary full range of su- 
perb features and reports. 

As we embark on a new year, we 
wish you a full and rewarding x993. 

Sta57/•d•--- • ' o• 
Answers to That • Bird & Beades Entertainment, 
Vol. 46, No. 3, Fall I992 American Birds. Don Freda and 
Judy Schramm, authors. 

i. "Blackbird" n. Rooster 

2. George Martin I2. Birds in the sky 
3. Penguin 13. Dove-tail 
4- "Flying" 14. Vet Jayor Swan 
5- Drumming t 5. OsTrich 
6. Eagle t6. "This Bird Has Flown" 
7- Lark (Norwegian Wood) 
8. "Being for the Benefit t7. European Blackbird 

of Mr. Kite" tH. Robin (When the 

9- "Blue Jay Way" Red, Red Robin goes 
IO. "And Your Bird Can bob bob bobbin 

Sing" along...) 
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T 
he discovery thrilled the media. After 
Dumbacher, Beehler and Daly published an 
article on the pitohui in Science Magazine last 
October, front page headlines appeared in news- 
papers across the country. Though the articles 

heralded the bird's supposedly unique toxicity, enthusi- 
asm was perhaps driven by the realization that for all we 
think we know about life on earth, here was evidence 
that the earth still holds remarkable secrets. 

"One of the most important discoveries in this to me," 
says Beehler, "is the reminder that we know so little about 
tropical forests. Researchers have been working in New 
Guinea for a hundred years and just now this comes up." 

Of course some New Guinea tribes people have 
known about the Hooded Pitohui since the beginning of 
time. Researchers had never asked them about it. "It 

buggers up your tongue," the people in the Sepik River 
area in the north of the country told Dumbacher after 
he made inquiries about the bird's edibility. They com- 
monly label it a "rubbish bird" and cast it on the heap of 
non-edible species along with raptors and scavengers. 

Yet the species is not considered a "rubbish bird" 
everywhere in New Guinea, and that deepens the mys- 
tery of its toxicity. In the central mountains in the west- 
ern part of the country, for example, Hooded Pitohui is 
eaten with skin intact, according to anthropologist 
Harriet Whitehead, who is doing a study of diet among 
the Seltaman people. Most Hooded Pitohui fall to 

young boys trying out their hunting skills. When they 
kill one, it goes onto the coals with all the other rewards 
of the hunt, mostly species that congregate on fruit- 
ladened trees where they offer an easy target. Whitehead 
said she ate a freshly plucked, charbroiled Hooded 
Pitohui with the skin and it tasted "just like you would 
expect a little bird to taste." Such a claim is an obvious 
invitation for laboratory analysis of the Hooded Pitohuis 
from this area of Papua New 
Guinea. If the results show little 

or no toxin in their flesh, then 
diet as a source of toxin in the 

birds in other parts of the country 
is highly probable. 

In southeastern Papua New 
Guinea, the twist of evolution has 

led to a more hesitant consump- 
tion of the species. While the peo- 

Analysis of the skin 
and feathers of the 

Rusty Pitohui reveal 
it has only minute 
traces of the toxin 
found in the more 

brightly colored 
Hooded Pitohui. 

pie in the town of Bonua consider the Hooded Pitohui a 
"rubbish bird,"they have no reservations about downing 
the Variable. The problem is that the two species here 
are almost indistinguishable. Twenty-one races of the 
Variable Pitohui are known, each with distinct territories 

and unique coloration. However, in areas where territo- 
ries border each other, such as near Bonua, the col- 

oration of the Variable race is nearly identical to that of 
the neighboring species or race, in this case the Hooded. 

Interbreeding may be one reason for the similarity. 

Volume 46, Number 5' 1087 
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This seasoh's region- 
al reports contain an 
unusual amount of 

highly significant in- 
formation. Not only 
were there interest- 

lng vagrants record- 
ed in a number of re- 

gions, there were sev- 
eral large-scale pop- 
ulation phenomena 
that occurred as well. 

These phenomena 
may be summarized 
as follows: First, the 

unprecedented "in- 
vasion" of eastern 

birds into the west- 

ern United States, 

especially in Cali- 
fornia, that started in the spring con- 
tlnued into the summer. This inva- 

sion, led by Northern Parulas, Hood- 
ed Warblers, and Kentucky Warblers 
was unprecedented. Second, the ef- 
fects of E1 Nifio on seabird popula- 
nons continued. This included large 
numbers of warm water seabirds dis- 

persing north along the Pacific Coast, 
with several species breaking early ar- 
rival date records for the season by 
weeks or even months. Perhaps more 
significant were the effects of E1 Nifio 
on reproductive success. As was the 
case with the last major E1Nifio event, 
seabird reproduction was devastated 
in some areas of the Pacific, including 
areas close to home such as the Faral- 

lon and Channel Islands off Califor- 
nia and islands off northwest Mexico. 

Third, while the western United 
States experienced record heat and 
continued drought, the central and 
eastern portion of the continent expe- 
rienced record-breaking cold temper- 
atures and precipitation. This cold, 
wet weather significantly impacted 
the reproductive success of easily 
monitored species such as swallows 
and Eastern Bluebirds, which use nest 

boxes. The impacts undoubtedly ex- 
tended to other, less easily monitored 
insectivorous species as well. The cold 
conditions also apparently resulted in 

THE CHANGING 

ASONS 
Summer 992 

By Scott 3rrill 
Kenneth P. Able 
Michael A. Patten 

several species of raptors lingering at 
their wintering area into midsummer. 

These interesting and important 
observations were gathered largely by 
birders rather than professional or- 
nithologists. In fact, it is probably fair 
to say that the remarkable influx of 
eastern birds into California would 

have gone undetected without the 
birding zealots who cover the coastal 
and desert vagrant "traps" almost 
daily during the season. 

Not only were there records of oc- 
currence of these southeastern birds, 
but several species bred for the first 
time in western states. For example, at 
least three pairs of Hooded Warblers 
bred in California, over a thousand 

miles from the normal breeding 
range. Northern Parulas likely bred 
for the first time in Arizona, and bred 
widely across California, including 
the first breeding records for southern 
California. Finally, a pair of White- 
eyed Vireos attempted to breed for 
the first time in Colorado. It will be 

very interesting to see if any of these 
species gain a foothold in the far west. 

For the most part, the summer 
trends are actually continuations of 
patterns that started earlier. For exam- 
ple, E1 Nifio effects on the West Coast 
were noted at least as far back as win- 

ter and spring, and the westward in- 

flux of eastern birds began during the 
spring migration. 

On a more general note, though we 
tend to think of the summer period as 
the breeding season, some species is 
migrating virtually any time. It impor- 
tant to k, eep in mind that the seasonal- 
ity associated with the production of 
American Birds is primarily for conve- 
nience, and that particular avian phe- 
nomena are not discrete events, but are 
rather continuous processes. 

In spite of this, many readers may 
feel that the summer breeding season 
is a rather mundane period compared 
to spring and fall migration periods 
But this season's reports include no 
fewer than •9 first state or provincial 
records! Some of the sexier records 

among these were a Yellow Wagtail in 
Washington State, Cinnamon Hum- 
mingbird in Arizona (a first North 
American record), Rufous-necked 
Stint in Nevada, and Bridled Tern in 
Connecticut. There were also a num- 

ber of interesting nesting records, in- 
cluding the first Boreal and Great 
Gray owls in Washington, Eared Tro- 
gon and Flame-colored Tanager in 
Arizona, first Elegant Trogon nest in 
New Mexico, first Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrel in Hawaii (if con- 
firmed), the first confirmed nesting of 
Prothonotary Warbler in New Eng- 
land, the first breeding records of Yel- 
low-bellied Flycatcher west of the 
Rocky Mountains (British Columbia) 
and a White-winged Tern that nested 
with a Black Tern in New York State. 

There are scores of interesting 
records in this issue, and we leave it to 

the reader to thumb through and find 
them. The rest of this report is devoted 
to discussing the major events of the 
season. 

INFLUX OF EASTERN MIGRANTS WEST 

As summarized in last issue's Chang- 
ing Seasons, a striking "invasion" of 
eastern passerines (especially "south- 
eastern" parulinae) occurred in the 
western United States The reader can 

get an idea of the true nature of this 
incursion by examining Table •, which 
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compares the mean number of south- 
eastern vagrants in California during 
the season ("spring" vagrants occur 
through June in California) over the 
past •o years with the number of indi- 
viduals of each species recorded dur- 
ing the I99 z season. Numbers such as 
I57 Northern Parulas, 7 z Hooded 
Warblers and 38 Kentucky Warblers 
are mind-boggling. 

Table 1. "Southeastern" vireos and warblers in 

California, April-July 1992. 

Ten-year 
average April-July 

Species (1982-91) 1992 Totals 

White-eyed Vireo o.6 •o 
Yellow-throated Vireo •.• 9 

Northern Parula •8.6 •57 

Yellow-throated Warbler •.7 9 

Worm-eating Warbler 0. 9 •3 
Kentucky Warbler 3-3 38 
Hooded Warbler 6.2 72 

Although the phenomenon was most 
conspicuous in California, it was by no 
means confined there. For example, 
Washington recorded its first Ken- 
tucky Warbler, and five Northern Paru, 
las were exceptional. The season total• 
for Northern Parulas in Arizona was an 

amazing •, and a singing male with 
two juveniles near Phoenix supplied 
evidence that the species bred that 
state for the first time. Nevada record- 

ed its eighth Kentucky Warbler and 
there were three Hooded Warblers in 

the Las Vegas area during the period. 
In addition to the widespread invasion 
of southeastern warblers, the middle 

Pacific Coast Region had higher than 
average numbers more northerly east- 
ern migrants, including Red-eyed Vir- 
eos. However, this influx was appar- 
ently confined to northern California. 

There are at least several hypothe- 
ses for explaining this phenomenon. 
The most plausible hypothesis is that 
weather conditions were associated 

with the displacement of numbers (if 
not most).of these birds. But, first, 
consider two other hypotheses. One 
centers on population trends. Perhaps 
these birds had an exceptionally suc- 

cessful •99 • reproductive season. Or 
survivorship on wintering grounds 
was higher than normal. Perhaps a 
combination of the two resulted in 

very high populations returning to 
the breeding grounds. Similarly, over 
the past few decades, populations 
may have increased, leading to an in- 
crease in the number of vagrants. 

Perhaps •99 z was an extreme repre- 
sentation of a continuing trend. 

But population increases do not 
seem to be a likely explanation. Re- 
searchers that study migration over 
the Gulf of Mexico (the normal route 
for these birds) have not seen an in- 
crease in recent decades or, in particu- 
lar, this past year. Sid Gauthreaux, 
who has been studying migrants on 
the Gulf Coast for the past three 
decades, saw days and even weeks go 
by in the spring of •992 without mi- 
gration occurring. This was during 
the height of normal migration and 
was virtually unprecedenteda._Interes_t- 
ingly, the only other season with simi- 
lar lapses was spring •983, another 
major E1 Ni•o year. In addition, tV, vo 

ß decades of radar data mcffcate a sub- 
stantial decrease in numbers of trans- 

Gulf migrants over that period. 
A second hypothesis relates to pos- 

sible changes in wintering distribu- 
tion of some southeastern migrants. 
There have been increases in the 

numbers of these birds, which tradi- 

tionally winter in eastern and south- 
ern Mexico, reported in western Mex- 
ico in recent years. It is unclear 
whether the reports reflect actual in- 
creases or simply increased reporting. 
But this hypothesis would predict an 
increase in the numbers of southwest- 

ern records as the wintering popula- 
tions in western Mexico expanded. 
Such an increase has been noted over 

the past several decades. One case is the 
Kentucky Warbler. The first record of 
this species in California occurred in 
•968. By I98o, there were only nine 
accepted records. Currently, there are 
nearly 100 records (assuming the Cal- 
ifornia Bird Records Committee ac- 

cepts the •992 accounts). 

Nevertheless, an expanded winter 
range would probably be only partly 
responsible for the increased number 
of records in the west. While this hy- 
pothesis would predict a steady in- 
crease in the numbers of these birds 

seen in the southwestern United States, 

it would not predict the huge, discrete 
jump in numbers occurring in a single 
season, as happened last spring. 

The most likely hypothesis hinges 
on weather conditions. It should be 

noted that many vagrants occur in the 
absence of unusual weather patterns 
and that such vagrancy is likely due to 
a number of variables such as genetic 
or neurophysiological factors. How- 
ever, the magnitude of this seasoh's 
event exceeded what would have been 

predicted based on more typical and 
consistent influences. The association 

between atypical weather patterns and 
unusual concentrations of vagrants is 
certainly not a new idea. Such associa- 
tions have been documented for years 
in Europe (for example see a recent 
article in British Birds, Vol. 84, pp. 
4OZ-404) and have been described m 
North America as well. So we went to 

the weather maps for the spring mi- 
gration period to see if any unusual 
climatic patterns had occurred. 

Because the birds involved in the 

incursion were primarily trans-Gulf 
migrants, our immediate focus was on 
weather patterns over the Gulf of 
Mexico during the spring. As it turns 
out, it was indeed a peculiar season m 
that region. Typically, a powerful Ber- 
muda high develops as the spring pro- 
gresses. The clockwise airflow that de- 
velops generates persistent and fairly 
strong south, or south-southeast, v•nds 
across the northern Gulf coast. This 

pattern generally occurs daily after 
about mid-April, but is interrupted 
occasionally (and with decreasing fre- 
quency as the spring continues) by 
cold fronts from the north or north- 

west. This typical pattern never really 
developed in •99 z. Instead, a series of 
weak high pressure systems tended to 
sit over the southeastern states, gener- 
ating easterly winds across the Gulf. 
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The period of April x3-x7 was char- 
acterized by east and even northeast 
winds across the Gulf. Such a condi- 

tion is extraordinary that far into 
spring, and the effect should have 
been to shift trans-Gulf migration 
westward. However, shifting birds all 
the way to California is a different 
matter, and we do not see any obvious 
weather patterns in this period that 
would have contributed to this. 

The period of April x8-zz was char- 
acterized by fairly typical weather over 
the Gulf. A southerly air flow devel- 
oped and continued to the north and 
northeast over the eastern part of the 
continent. No westward displace- 
ment should have occurred during 
this period. In fact, this is the sort of 
weather pattern often associated with 
spnng overshoots into the northeast. 

The weather pattern that occurred 
from April 23-30 was even more atyp- 
ical (and this is the period during 
which vagrants started to show up on 
record early dates in California). A 
massive Canadian high over the east- 
ern United States drifted slowly south- 
east and dominated the weather for 

days. It produced north, northeast, 
and east winds over the Gulf, though 
for the most part the winds were not 
very strong. The duration of this sys- 
tem was unusual for so late in the 

spring (it is basically a winter pattern). 
Unlike the earlier system, this pattern 
set up a persistent easterly and south- 
easterly flow of air across the south- 
west all the way into California. Thus, 
the situation appears more appropri- 
ate for explaining the phenomenon, 
although we might have predicted 
that a different set of species would 
have been involved this late in the 

month (i.e., the majority of Hooded 
and Kentucky warblers and Northern 
Parulas generally migrate across the 
Gulf earlier in the month). However, 
the conditions promoting easterly 
and northerly winds across the Gulf 
earlier in the month (April x3-x7) may 
have delayed the normal movement 
of these birds somewhat. 

Another interesting and unusual 

situation occurred In May. A low pres- 
sure system was centered over the 
southeast California-southwest Ari- 

zona region for 24 days. The effect 
was to pump easterly and southeaster- 
ly winds across the southwest and into 
California for much of the month. 
Humid Gulf air moved to the north- 

west and caused monsoon-like condi- 

tions in Arizona in May, which gener- 
ally do not occur until July. This un- 
usually prolonged easterly and south- 
easterly wind flow may have con- 
tributed to, or continued, the west- 
ward movement of these birds. 

In addition to the large numbers of 
vagrants in the far west, several other 
patterns of vagrancy appear to sup- 
port the displacement theory. First, 
one might predict that typical Carib- 
bean migrants (e.g., Black-whiskered 
Vireo, Gray Kingbird) should have 
appeared on the western Gulf coast. 
In fact, there were two Black-whiskered 

Vireos in Texas, where there are only 
about xo previous records, and there 
were a number of extralimital Black- 

whiskered Vireos from Dauphin Island, 
Alabama, to Grand Isle, Louisiana. 

There was a Gray Kingbird in Texas. 
This is only the third time the species 
has been detected in that state, and 

the first time since I974. Also in line 
with western displacement, the more 
easterly migrating species, such as 
Blackpoll Warbler and Bobolink, were 
present in much better than average 
numbers on the Texas coast. Thus, it 

does appear that much of the south- 
eastern migration was shifted some- 
what westward. 

The western half of the country 
wasn't the only area to show the effects 
of these strange weather patterns. The 
east coast of Florida, being on the east 
side of the high pressure systems 
much of the time, experienced wester- 
ly and nbrthwesterly winds, which 
were associated with spectacular num- 
bers of warblers (e.g., Cape Ma)• Black- 
throated Blue, and Blackpoll war- 
biers, American Redstart, Ovenbird, 
Common Yellowthroat) which inter- 
rupted migration to pause on the lower 

east coast the last week In Aprfi and 
the first week in May. Several of these 
species occurred in record high num- 
bers in this area. 

We admit that this analysis is en- 
tirely post hoc. The problem with this 
sort of analysis is that one can usually 
find some weather pattern to account 
for any bird occurrences one wants to 
explain. In spite of this, we feel that 
this hypothesis has a number of things 
going for it. First, the relevant weather 
patterns were profoundly abnormal 
for this time of year and they caused 
large-scale shifts in normal wind pat- 
terns. Second, for the most part, the 
seasonal occurrences of these abnor- 

mal conditions were generally appro- 
priate to account for the phenomenon. 
Third, these conditions profoundly 
influenced migration around and over 
the Gulf of Mexico. Fifth, a number 

of patterns of vagrancy (not just in Cal- 
ifornia) are consistent with the hypothe- 
sis that a large-scale westward displace- 
ment of southeast migrants occurred. 

The true test of this hypothesis will 
occur when conditions similar to 

those in spring x992 occur in the fu- 
ture. We can now make some specific 
predictions about the effects of such 
conditions. If they come about, this 
would lend credibility to the hypothe- 
sis. If not, it's back to ground zero. 

El Nifio 

Anomalous warm water appearing in 
the coastal and equatorial ocean wa- 
ters off of Peru and Ecuador is termed 

the El Nifio. This periodic episode is 
accompanied by an atmospheric force 
known as the Southern Oscillation 

The devastating effects of E1 Nifio- 
Southern Oscillations (ENSO) on 
seabird populations are well-docu- 
mented. The most recent ENSO ef- 

fects on water temperatures and cur- 
rents continued from last season. 

These effects were the most conspicu- 
ous since the last major ENSO event 
in •983, and the effects on bird popula- 
tions were just as evident. On the west 
coast, Brown Pelicans, Heermann's 

Continued on page •r •r82 
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HOWTO 
READ 
THE 
REGIONAL 
REPORTS 

Birds have no respect for range maps. 
Bird distribution in North America is 

constantly changing, as birds expand 
their ranges into new areas, disappear 
from former strongholds, or alter 
their patterns of migration. 

Our knowledge of bird distribu- 
tion is also changing constantly, as 
discoveries continue to come in. 

Keeping up with all these develop- 
ments is a challenge for ornitholo- 
gists, conservationists, and birders. 

The Regional Reports, published 
four times a year, contain a wealth of 
information about our dynamic bird- 
life. To those seeing the reports for 
the first time, they might appear 
difficult or technical, but they are 
not; anyone with any birding experi- 
ence will find the reports easy to un- 
derstand. If you have hesitated to dip 
into this section of the magazine, we 
invite you to read the report from 
your area of the continent; we predict 
that the information there will alter- 

nately surprise you and confirm your 
•deas about birdlife in your region. 
To help you get started, here are an- 
swers to some questions that may 
occur to first-time readers. 

What kind of information is included, 
and do the Regional Editors just report 
everything that's reported to them? 

Regional Editors do not report every 
sighting of every bird. Such a list 
would be huge, unwieldy, and not 
very useful. Instead, they solicit re- 
ports from as many observers as pos- 
sible, screen the records for accuracy, 
choose those that are most signi- 

ticant, look for trends and patterns of 
occurrence, connect scattered bits of 

information, and ultimately come 
up with a concise, readable summary 
of the real bird news--the important 
avian events and trends of the season 

throughout their region. 

Why are there so many abbreviations 
in the text? 

We abbreviate some frequently-used 
words and phrases to save space. 
Most of these are easy to understand 
and remember. (See the list of abbre- 
viations at the end of this section.) In 
addition to these standard abbrevia- 

tions, some Regional Editors use 
shortened versions of the names of 

some birding hot spots; they list these 
local abbreviations in a separate para- 
graph, just after their introductory 
comments and just before their main 
species accounts. 

What do the initials in 

parentheses mean? 

Most records published in each report 
will be followed by initials, to indicate 
the source: the person(s) who found 
or reported the bird(s) mentioned. 
The initials may be followed by et al. 
(short for et alia, meaning "and oth- 
ers"), or preceded by fide (literally, "by 
the faith of"-•meaning that this is a 
second-hand report, and the person 
initialed is the one who passed it along 
to the Regional Editor). A dagger (?) 
before the initials means that this per- 
son turned in written details on the 

sighting. 
There are good reasons for giving 

credit to the observers involved. 

Readers may be reassured about the 
accuracy of surprising sightings if 
they know who the observers were; 
researchers who want to know more 

about a certain record may be able to 
contact the observers directly. 

Who are the people who send in 
their sightings? 
All observers are invited to send in 

notes to their Regional Editors: de- 
tails on rare sightings, species that 
were scarcer or more numerous than 

usual dunng the season, unusual con- 
centrations on migration, and so on. 
Reading the reports for your region 
for a few seasons is the best way to find 
out what kinds of information are de- 

sired. Although the Regional Editors 
cannot cite every record that they re- 
ceive, every contributor helps them to 
produce a more thorough and accu- 
rate summary. 

Why are some bird names in heavier or 
blacker type? 

We use boldface type to draw atten- 
tion to outstanding records of rare 
birds. General categories of birds that 
the Regional Editors would place •n 
boldface would indude: any species 
that has been recorded fewer than 10 

times previously in a given state or 
province; any new breeding record 
for a state or province; or any bird to- 
tally outside established patterns of 
seasonal occurrence. (For the most 
part, records are not boldfaced unless 
they are backed up with solid detafis 
or photographs.) Birders who like to 
know about rare birds (and most of 
us do) can get a complete rundown of 
the seasoh's outstanding rarities by 
scanning all the Regional Reports for 
those boldfaced birds. 

What are the boxes marked "S.A." ? 

"S.A." stands for "Special Attention" 
(and, by coincidence, is pronounced 
"essay"). The purpose of the boxed 
essays is to draw attention to paru- 
cularly noteworthy phenomena or 
trends. 

Likely topics for essays include new 
population trends or new patterns of 
bird distribution, unusual invasions or 

migration events, field research pro- 
jects that have yielded new data, 
specific conservation problems that 
have an impact on birdlife, or detailed 
discussion of some outstanding (or 
perplexing) rare bird record. Experi- 
enced readers of American Birds make 

it a point to flip through all the Re- 
gional Reports and read all the S.A.s, 
even in regions where they do not read 
the rest of the text. 
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HAT'S When someone says the word silly, 
do you mentally 
respond "goose?" 

Throughout the ages I IRD and in every culture, 
birds have repre- 
sented everything . 
from human char- 
acteristics to som- 

9. Just plain stupid. But this bird was 
admired by at least one Founding Father. 

10. "'Come in,' she said, TII give you shelter 
from the storm.'" What bird represents the 
onset of a tempest? 

11. In song, literature, and even cartoons, 
this bright creature is equated with happiness. 

12. Bad weather and bad luck are the omens 
attached to this traveler. 

ORD 
•) , ' 13. When these birds arrive early, it's a 

, harbinger of a hard winter. 
ber omens. Let's see 
how well you can - _, -, ; • 14. Kvetch, kvetch, kvetch. Why does my 

•'•'•_'• -•' • name cause so much grumbling? make the association! 

• • •. 15. For some, he is a portent of doom. To 

,. Caricaturists often put , , :/tINME}IT Native Americans, he is wise and crafty, and a cap and gown on this something of a rascal. 

bird, which is considered 
the picture ofsolemn wisdom. 

2. All over the world, this "• bird represents spring. 

creduli• or foolishness has 

transitive verb. 
4. Sense!=s chatteringor • •••5•%K_ -•'• ' ''' • " 
mimicry: Thatk what comes to 
mind with this tropic• denizen - 

aJ• .... • _•=•, • -'-- ' • •. •-- •• guide. Ifyou 
• • . -- -. •' ß •" t , &•• t' e o.•e,ly, you •re 

• • , , • • • prooaoq voaat •' , ' • • <• •.• • • puns, too. Thirteen or 
• • . ¾. , ' • • • - • more right couM mean 

ß ,t• t •• • '• .• &atyouarepalswt& 
t ' '•'•. •& • •lliamSafire. SeMus 

' P• .'• '• ß 2' * •% youranswenandyoumay 
• • ' • •; ' winaprize. Theanswerstolast 

5. She soars over a ' 

nation with nobility in •- 
power. 

6. Keep an eye out for this 
bird -- vainglorious and fop- 
pish, but beautiful to behold. 

?. Since the Middle Ages, this bird 
has symbolized poaching on another's 
domestic tranquility. 

- "•.•'•-•--- - issue}quizcan bej•undon 
ß '•','• page 1067. Theauthorsof 

•g ' • • &at quiz were Don Freda .... • - aMJudySchramm. 

8. Representing fili• pie• and conjugal 
virtues, this bird also brings go• news. 
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"Shh hhhhhhh..'.' 

Whooper swans (Cygnus cygnus) roostmg on a bed of snow. 
• , Their maaxtifiv nt size and golden-based bills are unmistakable. 
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• all covered by our limited 25Zyear warranty, and considering 
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•' ! - • down to earth. 
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