
STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS 
USED IN THE REGIONAL REPORTS 

Abbreviations used in 

place names: 
In most regions, place names given in 
•talic type are counties. 
Other abbreviations: 

Cr Creek 

Ft. Fort 

Hwy Highway 
I Island or Isle 

Is. Islands or Isles 

Jct. Junction 
km kilometer(s) 
L. Lake 

mi mile(s) 
Mt. Mountain or Mount 

Mrs. Mountains 

N.E National Forest 

N.M. National Monument 

N.E National Park 

N.W.R. National Wildlife Refuge 
P P. Provincial Park 

Pen. Peninsula 

Pt. Point (not Port) 
R. River 

Ref. Refuge 
Res. Reservoir (not Reservation) 
S P. State Park 

W.M.A. Wildlife Management Area 

Abbreviations used in the 
names of birds: 

Am. American 

Com. Common 

E. Eastern 

Eur. European or Eurasian 
Mr. Mountain 

N. Northern 

S. Southern 

W. Western 

Other abbreviations and symbols 
referring to birds: 
ad. adult 

•mm. immature 

juv. juvenal or juvenile 
sp. species 
•' means that written details 

were submitted for a 

sighting 
* means that a specimen was 

collected 

c• male 

9 female 
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ATLANTIC PROVINCES 
REGION 
Blake Maybank 

The spring of 1992 in the Atlantic Provinces 
of Canada could best be described as mun- 

dane, or perhaps, unremarkable. For the first 
time in my four years of editing the spring 
season, I have no S.A.'S to offer. The weather 
was cooler than normal (the Mr. Pinatubo ef- 
fect?), and while there was more cloud than 
sun, actual rainfall amounts were less thin 
expected, up to 40% less in some places. 
Such a spring (except for the lack of rainfall) 
is the "traditional" offering in Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island; 
in Newfoundland there were no weather 

complaints, as the spring seemed positively 
balmy in comparison to the bitterly cold 
springs of the past two years. 

The effect of the weather was to slow mi- 

gration slightly, by an average of about a 
week, although there were a few early arrivals 
in New Brunswick. Migration was, in gener- 
al, lackluster. The lack of severe storms 
meant there was little migration mortality, 
and no major fall-outs. The generally preva- 
lent eastedies also contributed to paltry con- 
centrations of birds at traditional migrant 
hot-spots. It's also possible that, in the face of 
strong head winds, only experienced return- 
ing breeders make the effort. 

First time breeders might stay 
farther west, colonising new areas 
there instead of our Region, thus 
depressing numbers of birds seen 
here. Did northern Maine have a 

heavier concentration of breeders 

this year? 
Spring migration does not cease 

with the onset of breeding, nor 
with the necessarily arbitrary cut- 
off date of May 31. This is borne 
out by observations from offshore 
islands, where breeding species are 
few in number and migrant birds 
are easily distinguished from the 
few residents. This year sightings 
from Seal Island and Sable Island, 
Nova Scotia, revealed a few north- 
bound migrant passerines still on 
the move in the third week of June 
(White-crowned Sparrow, Gray- 
cheeked Thrush). On the main- 
land such individual birds would 

be easily missed against the busy 
backdrop of diverse and numerous 
breeding species. It also points out 
the need to be especially cautious 
when faced with a possibly breed- 
ing bird out of habitat or range 

during the month of June. 
Reporting of trends and rarities was good 

from Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, eastern 
Newfoundland, and Saint Pierre et 

Miquelon. Some sightings were received 
from western Newfoundland, but virtually 
no data was obtained from Prince Edward Is- 
land or Labrador. 

• GMNP (Gros Morne National 
Park, NewJ3undlaneO; SPM (Saint Pierre et 
Miquelon). 

LOONS TO HERONS 

There were fewer than 10 reports of Red- 
throated Loon in Nova Scotia up until mid- 
May; the maximum single count was 11 at 
Bass River May 11 (Ward Hemeon). A few 
others were reported from SPM, where they 
breed. Common Loons are maintaining 
their numbers throughout the Region, with 
the high count 79 at SPM May 5 (RE). 

Horned and Red-necked grebes, by con- 
trast, were scarce along the mainland coasts 
for the 2nd spring in a row. In Nova Scotia 
there were only 6 reports of 14 Horned 
Grebes, and about twice as many Red- 
necked Grebes. Red-necked Grebes were at 

least still common on SPM, with numbers 

peaking at 250 by April 22 (fide RE). 
The only "at-sea" tubenose reports were 

from southern Nova Scotia waters, and num- 

bers were low, with only a handful ofN. Ful- 
mar, and Greater and Sooty shearwaters 
noted. Two Manx Shearwaters at SPM Apr. 21 

.. \'.. 

BRUNSWICK 

(RE etaL) were the earliest for the islands; the 
species has been attempting to colonise nearby 
Columbier Island, which will monitored 

again this year to try to confirm breeding. 
A bird in pursuit of a cormorant May 15, 

at Cape Sable I., NS, was reported as a 
frigatebird (BS, PM), and despite the per- 
functory description, (larger than the cor- 
morant, long wings, forked tail, white head 
and neck, blackish body) it's hard to imagine 
what else the bird could have been. 

It was not a southern heron spring. The 
sole Great Egret was discovered March 22 on 
SPM (LJ). Despite cold weather, frozen fresh 
water, and trigger-happy islanders, it sur- 
vived until Apr. 14 when it was captured. 
After 3 days of TLC, augmented by cod and 
capelin, it was released, and was last seen 
May 13. As RE commented, "This was the 
longest known occurrence here, possibly re- 
flecting more respect from hunters..." 

The Little Egret returned to Bon Portage 
I., NS, for its 4th spring (NSBS). Extralimi- 
tal Snowy Egrets were scarce, with two on 
Grand Manan, NB, May 16 (Don Gibson) 
the only report. Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick each had two Cattle Egrets, while 
the only other mainland "southerner" was an 
ad. Little Blue Heron at Conrad's Beach, NS, 

May 16 (FLL etal.). 

WATERFOWL 

Waterfowl elicited little comment around 

the Region, although migration was general- 
ly considered to be a week or two late. The 

only Snow Geese reported were 
from Nova Scotia, with 3 reports 
of seven birds, about average for 

i the province. Brier I., the tradi- 
i tional Nova Scotia hot spot for 
i Brant, is being eclipsed by Cape 

Sable I. High counts for both loca- 
tions were 500 at Brier Apr. 15 
(RS) and 1500+ at Cape Sable I. in 
March (fide PP). Brant continue 
to be more numerous on Grand 

Manan, NB, with 4000 seen there 
on Mar. 15 (BD). The Regional 
high count of Canada Geese was 
8000 at W. Chezzetcook, NS, 
Mar. 27 (PM). 

Single Green-winged Teal suc- 
cessfully overwintered on urban 
ponds in Nova Scotia; one in Syd- 
ney and the other in Dartmouth. 
A male of the Eurasian race was 

present in Wolfville, NS, from 
Mar. 21 to May 7. American Black 
Ducks remain common, with 
many counts in excess of 1000 in 
favoured migration stops. 

Blue-winged Teal in Nova Sco- 
tia were thought by some ob- 

• servers to be down in numbers, es- 
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pecially at Amherst Point Bird Sanctuary, 
their stronghold for the province. Here, an 
80% reduction was estimated. Elsewhere in 

the province there were few reports. North- 
ern Shoveler might also have been down in 
numbers in Nova Scotia; there were fewer 
than 10 reports province-wide. By contrast, 
Newfoundland had its best spring ever for N. 
Shoveler, its rarest duck breeder: a pair May 
11 in Deer L. (HD); two males May 23 in 
Terra Nova N.E (fide BMt); and two pair in 
the Codroy Valley in late May (Ted Burke). 

Gadwall are slowly expanding north and 
east. They now occasion little comment on 
the mainland, but are notable elsewhere. A 

female in St. John's, NF, May 23-27, was 
being courted by two confused drake N. Pin- 
tail (BMr), while a drake on SPM May 31 
(LJ, ph.) was only the 2nd local record. New 
Brunswick reported the only Eur. Wigeon, a 
pair at Fredricton May 15-22 (Don Fowler), 
and a single bird at Tracadie May 25 (Robert 
Doikon). 

The Redhead in Sydney, NS, successfully 
overwintered for the 2nd year in a row. Ex- 
cept for a flock of 20 Lesser Scaup at Cap 
Brul& NB, May 8 (ST), there were only 3 
mainland reports of five birds. 

While a flock of 7500 Common Eider at 

Cappahayden was typical of Newfoundland 
concentrations, on the mainland they were 
more spread out, with no flocks greater than 
1000 reported. The only King Eider were re- 
ported from New Brunswick, an odd 
turnaround, as Nova Scotia and Newfound- 

land normally dominate the sightings. There 
were two at Deer Island Mar. 21 0W), and 
one at St. Andrew's Mar. 10 (Tracy Dean). 

Since the eastern race of the Harlequin 
Duck is endangered, we'll note all the sight- 
ings. Nova Scotia: a pair at Sandy Cove, Hal- 
/fax, Mar. 26 (BS), and a male and 2 females 
on Brier I. May 16-17 (RS et al.). New 
Brunswick: a single bird at Saint John 
throughout March and April (JW et al.). 
Newfoundland: a pair courting in GMNP 
May 19 near where a pair bred in 1980 
(HD). The sightings do not add up to a rea- 
son for complacency. 

The extremely erratic and spotty coverage 
of the vast shorelines of the Region make it 
hard to generalise regarding the numbers and 
distribution of Oldsquaw and scoters. No 
high counts of any of the species were report- 
ed this spring, but all were widespread, leav- 
ing no obvious cause for concern. Rare in 
spring in SPM, a Hooded Merganser was 
present April 16-18 (RE). 

RAPTORS 

Turkey Vultures are holding their own in 
Nova Scotia, with 15 on their Brier I. 

stronghold in mid-May (FL et al.), and 3 
other reports in the south of the province. 

Gyrfalcon at Cape Spear, Newfoundland, on 
March 14,1992. Photograph/Bruce Mactavish. 

There were only 2 reports from New 
Brunswick, where they are normally more 
regular. More exciting was a Black Vulture at 
Mategan, Yarmouth, NS, Apr. 27 (Joan Cza- 
palay), the 5th record for the province, and 
the first since the 1960's. 

A Red-shouldered Hawk successfully 
overwintered in Yarmouth, NS (Hubert Hall 
et al.). Another was reported near Bedford, 
NS, Apr. 30 (PM, BS). This species is barely 
annual in the province. 

Rough-legged Hawks elicited little com- 
ment in the Region except in SPM, where 
12+ individuals was considered an excep- 
tional showing (fideRE). 

Gyrfalcons put on an excellent display in 
Newfoundland, the best in 10 years, delight- 
ing otherwise bored birders. Up to 20 differ- 
ent birds were seen from March to May 2 in 
the Avalon Peninsula, with St. John's captur- 
ing the majority of the sightings (m.ob.). 
Most birds were dark or white morphs. An- 
other six Gyrfalcons were present in L'Anse 
aux Meadows, NF, Apr. 10-12 (fide BMr). 

GROUSE TO SHOREBIRDS 

There were n reports of the declinn Gray 
Partridge from King's County, NS, which 
does not bode well. Fishermen released two 

9 and one (3 Wild Turkey to Seal Island, 
NS, which is not necessarily an event to be 
celebrated. As with the previously intro- 
duced Ring-necked Pheasants, it is unlikely 
that they can survive without being fed 
through the winter. 

An Am. Coot on Sable 1., NS, May 2-8, 
(Zoe Lucas), had a very large white frontal 
shield with little or no red spot, in the man- 
ner of "Caribbean Coot. •' This form can 
occur as a variant of a bird from a more local 

population, but long distance vagrancy 
should also be considered. 

Almost an annual event, a few Sandhill 

Cranes appeared in the Region, this time ex- 
clusively in New Brunswick: two at Miscou 
May 7 (ST, Yves Cormier), and one at Quaco 
Head May 8 (fide Cecil Johnston). 

The weather this spring may have affected 
the shorebird migration; few species other 
than Regionally breeding birds were report- 
ed. One impressive exception to this trend 

was a "small but significant influx"(BMt) of 
Greater Golden-Plover to Newfoundland 

and SPM. 

tt Date Location Observers 

I Apr 25-26 Cape Bonavista John Joy 

I Apr 26 Cape Race C. Brown, 
J. Wells 

3 Apr 27 Portugal Cove S. KKn, BMt 

4 Apr 28 lCfilbride BMt et al. 
-May 3 

5 May 11 SPM RE et al. 

1 May 15 SPM REetal. 

This is the seventh occurrence for New- 

foundland, the sixth in spring, and the fifth 
involving multiple birds. 

Willets are scarce on the n. side of the 

Cabot Strait, so one at SPM May 23 (Bruno 
Letournel) and two May 16 at GMNP (2nd 
park record, HD) were noteworthy. Upland 
Sandpiper are not annual in Nova Scotia, but 
this spring there were 2 reports, one on Cape 
Sable I. May 15 (PM, BS), and one at Heme- 
on's Head May 21 (David Young). 

Two rare spring Red Knot were on Sable 
I., NS, May 29-30 (IM). Overwintering 
Sanderling in Nova Scotia are almost rou- 
tine, as evidenced by eight at Cherry Hill, 
April 5 (John & Shirley Cohrs). Such an oc- 
currence is much rarer in the harsher climate 

of Newfoundland, so a single bird Mar. 7 at 
Carbonear is notable (ST). Pectoral Sand- 
pipers are very rare in the Region in spring; 
there was one at Hartlen Pt., NS, May 8 
(PM, FL, GJ), and one on SPM Apr. 26 (RE) 
for the first spring record for the islands. 
Nineteen Short-billed Dowitchers on Grand 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher at Seabright, Nova 
Scotia, on June 1, 1992. Photograph/Peter 
Payzant. 
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Manan, May 18 (BD) is a good number for 
this rare spring migrant. Long-billed Dow- 
itchers are regular in the autumn in New 
Brunswick (although nowhere else in the Re- 
gion), but one in spring is almost unprece- 
dented; one was at Sackville May 12 (ST). 

Where would Wilson's Phalaropes be 
without sewage ponds? Away from their 
favourite breeding ponds in New Brunswick 
there was a report from a "virgin" sewage 
pond in Port Williams, NS, ofa 9 Wilson's 
May 24 (Gordon & Judy Tufts). A good 
movement of pelagic phalaropes was report- 
ed from Brier I., NS, May 17-18. The ob- 
servers estimated a minimum of 2000 Reds 

and 4000 Red-neckeds (FL GJ). 

GULLS TO ALCIDS 

It was a quiet spring for unusual gulls. Just 
two Mew (Corn.) Gulls and two Laughing 
Gulls were reported; the former were in W. 
Chezzetcook, NS, Mar. 30 (FL, Sean Smith), 
and an adult in St. John's Mar. 7-8 (BMt), 
while the latter were a lst-year at Point Ed- 
ward, NS, May 17-18 (DM, CM), and an 
adult in Saint John, NB, May 15-17 (Jim 
Wilson). Away from their strongholds in 
Newfoundland and Nova Scoria, there were 

4 reports of five Com. Black-headed Gulls in 
New Brunswick. Fewer Lesser Black-backed 

Gulls were reported than normal, with three 
in Newfoundland, four in New Brunswick, 
and one each in Nova Scoria and SPM; this is 

likely due to reduced observer effort than any 
decline in the species. 

A single Gull-billed Tern was reported by 
various pardes on Cape Sable I., NS, be- 
tween May 10-18 (JT, Eric Mills etal.). The 
only Caspian Terns reported were from New 
Brunswick, two at Redhead Marsh Apr. 24 
(Paul Clarke) and two at Lameque May 7 
(ST). 

The only aldd report of note pertained to 
an apparent increase of the Razorbill colony 
on Columbier I., SPM; 70+ birds were cen- 
sused May 31 (RE). 

DOVES TO FLYCATCHERS 

Mourning Doves are scarce in the n.e. part of 
the Region in spring, so reports of one in 
SPM May 13 (RE) and one in Renews, NF, 
May 17 (CB, KKn) are significant. 

After the excellent winter for Snowy Owls, 
the trend continued into spring. There were: 
a minimum of 12+ near St. John's, NF (Apr. 
1-May 28); two in GMNP Apr. 24-24; five 
in SPM (Mar. 12-May 22); four in n.e. New 
Brunswick until the end of the period (one at 
Kouchibouguac N.E being mobbed by Pip- 
ing Plover!); and six or more in Nova Scotia 
as late as May 3. 

Barred Owls in Nova Scotia nested up to 2 
weeks early (Bernard Forsythe). It was a good 
spring for Boreal Owl sightings away from 

Newfoundland. There were six birds seen in 

SPM, two of them unfortunately dead. One 
was in Port Morien, NS, Mar. 24, resting on 
the front bumper of a school bus (Allan Mur- 
rant). New Brunswick provided 2 reports, 
one found dead in Saint John Mar. 5 (Cecil 
Johnston), and one in South Bay Mar. 10 
(Lloyd Foster). The last sightings of the Nova 
Scotia N. Hawk Owls were Mar. 14 for the 

Caribou I. individual, and Apr. 25 for the 
Tatamagouche pair. A Hawk Owl in GMNP 
Apr. 8-10 (HD etal.) was only the 3rd local 
record. 

Male Yellow-lmaded Blackbird at Fer•ylaml, 
Newfoumllaml, on May 22,1992. Tenth 
provincial record. Photograph/Ken Knowles. 

Acadian Flycatcher at Tracadie, NB, May 
10 (ST), was a provincial first. The other 3 
Regional records are all from Nova Scotia. 
There were two Sdssor-tailed Flycatchers 
this spring; the first was at Newcastle Creek, 
NB, May 10-11 (Lorris & Ann Boucher), 
while the 2nd was an extremely cooperative 
bird at Seabright, NS, from May 29-June 6 
(m.ob., ph., and on the national C.B.C. 
news). 

SWALLOWS TO WAXWINGS 

While numbers of Barn and Tree swallows 

are still growing after their massive die-out in 
a late freeze several years ago, they still have 
not regained their former abundance. In 
SPM Tree Swallows were specifically men- 
tioned as scarce (RE). Extralimital swallows 
in Newfoundland were a Purple Martin May 
17 at Arnold's Cove (PL), and a Cliff Swallow 
May 23 at Pt. Verde (PL, IW). An uncon- 
firmed Cave Swallow in Tracadie, NB, May 
14 (Jean-Yves Poulin), would be a first 
provincial record if accepted. 

ß If there is any justice, two singing c• Car- 
olina Wrens that successfully overwintered 
for the 2nd year in a row at a feeder in Saint 
John, NB, should have their persistence and 
patience rewarded with mates. Winter 
Wrens app4ar to be faring well across the Re- 
gion, with good numbers reported from all 

areas. Reflective of this trend was the first 

successful overwintering of a Winter Wren in 
SPM (RE). 

Golden-crowned Kinglets, whil, by no 
means uncommon, are down considerably in 
numbers from their peak 2 years ago. This 
trend is evident across the mainland. The 

lone Blue-gray Gnatcatcher report came 
from Schooner Pond, NS, May 23 (DM). A 
N. Wheatear was reported from Sackville, 
NB, Apr. 6 (John Wilson), and another (a 
male) at 12Anse aux Meadows, NF, May 11- 
13 (Delena Anderson); most sightings in the 
Region are from the autumn. 

The overwintering E. Bluebirds in Can- 
ning, NS, have dispersed to breed, with at 
least 2 nests resulting. Elsewhere on the 
mainland their breeding efforts are expand- 
ing, with encouraging increases noted in 
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, especially 
in clear-cut forest areas with standing snags. 
Remarkably, there still are no confirmed 
records of E. Bluebird for Newfoundland. 

Previously more common, only two Wood 
Thrushes were heard in Nova Scotia this 

spring, a discouraging decline. 
Modest flocks of Bohemian Waxwings lin- 

gered in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
through March; the largest grouping was 
700, though most were in the 50-200 range. 
There were a dozen sighrings of N. Shrike in 
Nova Scotia, reflecring the modest winter. 
There were 6 reports from Newfoundland, 
all from GMNP, where there is an noriceable 

spring movement up the w. coast of the is- 
land. A Loggerhead Shrike at Harden Pt., 
NS, May 31, was reported without accompa- 
nying details (PM, BS)--there are fewer than 
20 spring records for the province, and none 
in recent years. 

VIREOS TO WARBLERS 

As mentioned in the introduction, a cool 

May dominated by easterlies delayed and 
dispersed the vireo and warbler migration, 
with later species not having arrived in force 
by the end of the period. 

Belying its name, a N. Parula at SPM May 
24-26 is considered rare (RE, JCH). Also 
rare at the same location was a Cape May 
Warbler May 23-24 (RE, JCH). Only two 
southern warblers were encountered this 

spring: a c3 Goldemwinged Warbler was at 
Ferryland, NF, May 20, (Dorothy Agriesti), 
for the 4th provincial record, the first in 
spring; and a c3 Kentucky Warbler was on 
Sable I., NS, May 29 (IM). 

TANAGERS TO FINCHES 

There were five Summer Tanagers reported 
this spring, an excellent showing. Two were 
in New Brunswick; one on Grand Manan 
May 18-21 (BD), and the other at Fredricton 
May 18 (JE, PP). Nova Scotia hosted the rest: 
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one at Meagher's Grant, Halifax, May 9 
(Steve Shearer); a recently dead bird on Sable 
I. May 29 (IM); and a bird reported without 
details from Hatohet L., Halifax, May 24. 
Northern Cardinals continue to do well in 

Nova Scotia, with 5 reports from widely scat- 
tered locations. Two extralimital Rose-breast- 

ed Grosbeaks reached SPM on May 23 (//de 
RE), just after the main arrival of grosbeaks 
through Nova Scotia during May 15-20. 

After last years remarkable fall-out of Blue 
Grosbeaks and Indigo Buntings things re- 
turned to normal. The single Blue Grosbeak 
was at Apple River, NS, May 23-25 (Kath- 
leen Spicer), while there were just three Indi- 
go Buntings discovered, two in Nova Scotia, 
and a male at Ferryland, NF, May 14 (BA). 

Spring Dickcissels are scarce in the Re- 
gion, but one was at Middle. West Sable, NS, 
Apr. 24 (DY), and another was on Grand 
Manan, NB, May 17-24 (BD), for only the 
2nd spring provincial record. Rufous-sided 
Towhees were reported only from Nova Sco- 
tia-six birds were seen in scattered locations 

from Apr. 20 to May 9. New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia both enjoyed Field Sparrows, 
with two mid-May sightings in the former 
province, and 4 separate sightings in the lat- 
ter from Apr. 29-May 18. A Savannah Spar- 
row of the "Ipswich" race reached SPM Apr. 
21 (RE eta/.); they are very rare anywhere 
north of Nova Scotia. 

In a spring of diffuse migration it was re- 
freshing to enjoy a strong movement of Fox 
Sparrows and Dark-eyed Juncos. This was 
most particularly evident at feeders, with 
some individual feeder-watchers hosting 
over 20 Fox Sparrows at a time. New 
Brunswick's first confirmed Western Mead- 

owlark, discovered last winter, was present 
near Fredricton through March, by which 
time it had begun singing •qdeJE). A (5 Yel- 
low-headed Blackbird at Ferryland, NF, 
May 19-23, was the 10th provincial record, 
but only the 2nd in spring (BA etal.). Rare in 
the province, a Brewer's Blackbird was at a 
White's Lake, NS, feeder Apr. 7 (BS). 

And finally, the common winter finch re- 
port, although as Bruce Macravish accurately 
states, "sometimes I think these birds get too 
much attention. • Pine Grosbeaks were fair in 

Nova Scotia and Newfoundland; Purple 
Finches abundant in New Brunswick and 

Nova Scotia, and fair in Newfoundland; Red 

Crossbills scarcer than White-winged Cross- 
bills, and both heading elsewhere as a poor 
cone crop looms; Com. Redpolls common in 
e. Newfoundland at the end of the period, 
and common in n. Nova Scotia until the end 

of April; and Pine Siskins and Evening Gros- 
beaks in good form throughout the main- 
land, with siskins common in Newfound- 
land. 

Regarding uncommon winter finches, 
there were 5 reports of House Finch from 
Nova Scotia, where a full-scale colonisation 
cannot be far off, and their were four differ- 

ent single Hoary Redpolls in early March in 
New Brunswick, amongst the abundant 
Com. Redpoll flocks. 
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QUEBEC REGION 
Yves Aubry and Richard Yank 

It-was a late spring in Quebec. Continuing the 
pattem of the past winter, both March and 
April brought colder than normal tempera- 
tures, and few early arrival records were broken 
as a result. Precipitation levels were near aver- 
age over most of the province although central 
and northern portions received higher levels 
than normal duringApril. On April 11, south- 
ern Quebec was hit by a 15-20 cm snowfall a 
record for this date. An American Woodcock 

found dead at Saint-Fran5ois-du-Lac, Yamaska 
on March 15 (I. Jauvin) may have been a casu- 
alty of this late storm. May brought mostly 
sunny skies and above-average temperatures to 
southern Quebec. Not surprisingly, and in 
sharp contrast to the spectacular spring of 
1991, few rarides or fallouts occurred. 

PELICANS THROUGH WATERFOWL 

Almost annual since 1984, an ad. Am. White 

Pelican paused at Saint-Barthdldmi, Bertbier, 
May 2-3 (CD, RA, m.ob) to provide the Re- 
gion's 15th record. Noteworthy inland was a 
Great Cormorant identified at Valleyfield Apr. 
26 (BBa). Approximately one dozen Double- 
crested Cormorants returned to a recently-es- 
tablished breeding colony on Montigny L., 
near Val-d'Or this spring (RBe, DB): This is 
one of the few inland colonies in the province 
although cormorants do breed on the Ontario 
side ofL. Abitibi. A Great Egret at Oka Apr. 9 
(RLv eta/.) was record-early by one day, while 
others strayed N to Biencourt, Rimouski (CTa 
fu& LBr), and Saint-Joseph, Quebec (YM, 
CTh), both Apr. 22, Saint l•dempteur, Lids, 
May 9 (LSC et al.), and Cacouna May 9-24 
(JLa, LV, v. ob.). Other notable waders in- 
volved lone Snowy Egrets at Cahano, Tdmis- 
couata, Apr. 22 (MBu) and Bic, Rimouski May 
31 (BBe, GBe, MDo), a Little Blue Heron at 

Portneuf May 24 (FG, VG), a Cattle Egret at 
Price, Matane, May 14-15 (LG etal.), and sin- 
gle Glossy Ibises also at Price May 15 (LBr, 
J RP) and at LaSalle Apr. 21-26 (PM etal.). All 
in all it was a fairly typical spring showing by 
these southern vagrants. 

Two migrating Tundra Swans were spotted 
in s. Quebec, at Saint-Lazare, Vaudreuil, Mar. 
14 (GLa et al.) and Longueuil Apr. 23 (DDa, 
DDO), while an adult at Kangiqsujuaq May 20 
(CGa) furnished a rare sighting of this species 
along the Ungava coast. The season total of six 
Greater White-fronted Geese surpassed by 
one that of the spring of 1991, while four Ross' 
Geese were reported including a blue-morph 
seen copulating with a white-morph at La 
Pocati•re May 15 (CA). The Saquenay region 
recorded its first Barnacle Goose at Saint-Am- 

broise, Chicoutimi, May 12 (BDt, AD, FBr). 
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As mentioned in last summers report, greater 
numbers of Canada Geese are nesdng in s. 
Quebec. This year, 5 nests were located on is- 
lands off Verennes May 7-23 (LB4 et al.). A 
flock of 250 Brant at Montbeillard, Tlmiscam- 

inque, May 19 (SLr) represented seldom-re- 
ported but probably regular migrants. Euro- 
pean ducks were represented by a total of nine 
Eur. Wigeon, and by "Common" Teal at 
Sainte-P4tronille, Montmorency, May 2 (AC), 
at Deschambault, PortneufMay 3 (AC etal.), 
at Pte. Paradis along the North Shore May 4 
(GBo), and at Cacouna Apr. 24-May 12 (PF). 
Outside their regular migration corridor were 
two Canvasbacks at Ch•teau-Richer, Mont- 

morency, in May (SB, FBi), and a Com. Eider 
that paused at Longueuil May 30 (FH). An ap- 
parent c• Corn. Goldeneye X Bufflehead hy- 
brid was accompanied by a 9 Com. Golden- 
eye at Maple-Grove, Beauharnois, Apr. 9-12 
(DDa et al.). 

VULTURES THROUGH SIJOREBIRDS 

The N range expansion of the Turkey Vulture 
continues. Thirteen were tallied this spring at 
Quebec's most northerly hawkwatch at Saint- 
Fabien-sur-Mer, Rimouski, May 2-16 (fide 
LBr), one visited Cloutier, T•miscaminque, 
May 6 (MGa), two reached L. Saint-Jean May 
10 & 23 (JM, CC, GS), and one wandered E 
to Perc• Apr. 30 (DC, JW, JLe). Evidence of 
healthy Osprey populations was provided by a 
record total of 233 migrants passing by the 
Valleyfield hawkwatch (MM et al.), and the 
impressive concentration of 62 birds encotm- 
tered at Saint-M•thode, L. Saint-Jean, May 9 
(CGi, MS etal.). Eagle numbers were also very 
good with 22 Bald Eagles at Saint-Fabien-sur- 
Mer during April (fide RPi, LBr) and record- 
high counts of 12 Bald and 21 Golden eagles 
at the Valleyfield hawkwatch (MM et al.). 

Worthy of note were the more than 100 N. 
Goshawks passing Saint-Fabien-sur-Mer, 5 
times the normal spring tally at this site (fide 
PF). Also notable was the single-day record of 
500 plus Red-tailed Hawks at the latter site 
May 2 (GP et al.), while Valleyfield hawk- 
watchers recorded their 2nd highest spring 
total with 1114 Red-taileds (MM etal.). Sev- 
eral Gyrfalcons lingered in s. Quebec follow- 
ing their exceptional winter showing, includ- 
ing one at Saint-Fabien-sur-Mer on the late 
date of May 9 (fidePF). 

Two Willow Ptarmigan sighted at Saint- 
Augustin, L. Saint-Jean, Apr. 12 (ET, SLf, CL) 
were unexpected in light of the absence of a 
winter incursion. A Wild Turkey was observed 
at Philipsburg, Missisquog May 2 (JGP) for 
the first time and the two were subsequently 
found at nearby Saint-Armand May 5 (DDa et 
al.). A record-early Yellow Rail was calling in a 
field at Laprairie May 13 (PPdfideMRt). The 
only Sandhill Cranes to be reported were in 
Abitibi and T•miscaminque, where they are 
now regular migrants, with the exception of a 
lone bird at Saint-Augustin, L. Saint-Jean, 
Apr. 25 (SLf, ET). No substantial shorebird 
groundings were witnessed this season, but 
among the less common spring migrants were 
single Lesser Golden-Plovers appearing at Val- 
leyfield May 7 (MM) and La Bale, Chicoutimg 
May 24-30 (RM etal.), and the three at Lon- 
queuil May 31 (DDa, JMB). Lone Marbled 
Godwits were seen at Saint-Etienne, 

Beauharnois, May 29 (DDa, RLv) and M•tis, 
Matane, the next day (ML, DG). Excellent 
finds in spring were a Baird's Sandpiper stud- 
'ied at Saint-Lazare May 23 (JLu, FB1) and a 
Long-billed Dowitcher near L•vis May 25 
(GLe). Migrating inland, where rare, were five 
Purple Sandpipers at Saint-Fulgence May 23 
(CC, GS) and five more at Beauport, Quebec, 

the same day (AC, JLa, RF). Ruffs 
made an average showing with three 
birds, all males, at Martinique, 
Magdalen L, May 2 (BL, CAG, 
DGG), Saint-G•d•on, L. Saint- 
Jean, May 13-14 (BDt et aL), and 
Cacouna May 24 (PF). A sewage 
pond at Saint-Arsine attracted a 
concentration of 10 Wilson's 

Phalaropes in May (JRP, GR, LG), a 
good total for this latitude even 
though the species breeds at nearby 
Cacouna. 

GULLS THROUGH WOODPECKERS 

Unusual gulls were rather scarce this 
season. Single Laughing Gulls were 
seen at Longueuil,Apr. 30 (MBe) 
and La Pocatiire May 20 (CA), a 
first-year Thayer's Gull was identi- 
fied at C6te-Sainte-Catherine Mar. 

8 (JB, MBd), while only one Lesser 
Black-backed Gull was reported 

along the St. Lawrence, in 2nd-year plumage 
at Pointe-au-Pire May 4-5 (PF). Locally rare 
was an ad. Great Black-backed Gull inland at 

Rouyn Apr. 29 (EVW). A grey-morph E. 
Screech-Owl was mismetted on I. aux Li•vres, 

Kamouraska, May 10 (MRD, SR) to provide 
one of very few extralimital records for this 
typically sedentary species. Illustrative of the 
season, northern owls continued to provide 
much of the birding excitement. Several 
Snowy Owls lingered in extreme s. Quebec 
well into June, and at least nine N. Hawk Owls 
were sighted this spring including one on I. 
aux Li•vres June 5 (JFRa, GLe). While the last 
Great Gray Owl of the winter invasion was 
found in the Outaouais area May 18 0Ctde 
DSH), 10 reports totalling 16 birds received 
from T•miscaminque during March and April 
may have included territorial pairs (fide 
EVW). Also, three or four more Boreal Owls 
were added to the winter total. A Corn. 

Nighthawk was early at Longueuil Apr. 9 
(MSM), while a Whip-poor-will was present 
at Chandler from May 21 onward providing a 
rare record for the Gasp• Peninsula (JRL, 
PPn). Red-bellied Woodpeckers generally 
venture into our Region in winter, but this 
spring a male enlivened Dundee Mar. 23 
(DDa et al.) and two birds were reported on 
Mt. Saint-Bruno May 7 (DH). 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WARBLERS 

A Willow Flycatcher at Riviire-Ouell, 
Kamouraska, May 31 (CA) was a first for this 
locale, at the n. fringe of the species' range, 
while locally rare was an E. Phoebe found at 
Baie-Comeau Apr. 10 (GBo). The bird of the 
season was a cooperative Scissor-tailed Fly- 
catcher, Quebec's 10th, viewed by many at 
Mascouche, LSaasornlytion, Apr. 25-30 0GG, 
MRy, m.ob. ph.). Three Purple Martins were 
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outside their normal range at Smnt-Euslbe, 
Tdmiscouata, May 31 (MBu). The seasons 
only positively identified Tufted Titmouse 
was observed at Saint-Armand Apr. 5 (JGP). 
Although a pair of Carolina Wrens that raised 
at least two young at Sainte-Anne-de-Belle- 
vue, Montreal, established only the 2nd nest- 
lng record for Quebec (WES), this event was 
not totally surprising in view of the high popu- 
lation during the past 4 winters. Saint-G4d•on 
hosted its first ever House Wren May 23-27 
(CC, GS). A pair of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers 
was discovered building a nest at Trois-Riv- 
l•res May 19 (JLy, MRy, m.ob.), while singles 
wandered farther N to Saint-Romuald, Ldvis, 

May 5 (PBr) and Cap-Tourmente May 18 
(AR, MDu). Also farther north than usual, a 
Gray Catbird, stunned after flying into a win- 
dow in Baie-Comeau May 26 (RBa et al.), was 
killed by a cat! Locally rare was a Warbling 
Vireo found at Carleton, Bonaventure, May 26 
(RCa). Two or three Blue-winged Warblers-- 
including a pair--were sighted among the 
well-established Golden-winged Warbler 
colonies near Huntingdon May 17-23 (LM, 
JFB, m.ob.), while Charette, Saint-Maurice, 
constituted a new locale for a Golden-winged 
May 27-28 (RPe). A (3 Cerulean Warbler was 
well north of its range at Cap-Tourmente may 
18 (AR, MDu), while three males and a female 
found at Philipsburg May 23 (PF, GLe) were 
the only others detected this spring. 

CARDINALS THROUGH FINCHES 

Extralimital cardinalines involved a 9 N. Car- 

dinal at a feeder in Sainte-Luce, Rimouski, 

May 20 (RCl, LC), and lone (3 Indigo 
Buntings at Moffet, Tdmiscaminque May 23- 
24 (MGi), and at Saint-Euslbe, T•miscouata 
(MBu), and Chandler, Gaspg, May 27-28 
(JRL). A Field Sparrow reached Pointe-des- 
Monts along the North Shore May 24 (BDu et 
al.). Unprecedented numbers of Le Conte's 
Sparrows turned-up e. of their normal range 
with two at Beauport May 22 (JFRo), one at 
La Pocatiire May 26 (CA), two at Saint-Ful- 
gence May 30 (CC, GS), and four at Cap- 
Tourmente also May 30 (fide LM). The Re- 
gion's 14th Harris' Sparrow appeared at La 
Malbaie, CharlevoixMay 19 (RLb), while two 
oreganus-type Dark-eyed Juncos showed up in 
Tdmiscouata, at Saint-Elz•ar May 4-7 (RD) 
and Saint-Eus•be May 6 (MBu). A Lapland 
Longspur was late at Saint-Rddempteur, Vau- 
dreuil, May 22 (YG). 

Icterids provided some interest with an E. 
Meadowlark seen and heard at Baie-Comeau 

May 19-22 (GC), and single Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds reaching Pointe-Lebel along the 
North Shore May 10 (GBo), Hemmingford 
May 16 (PE), and Argile L., Papineau, May 21- 
24 (fide RLD). No fewer than six N. Orioles 
ventured beyond their usual 'range with one at 
Saint-G•d•on May 23 (CC, GS), one at Baie- 

Comeau May 18 (GBo), three on the Gasp• 
Pen., at Chandler May 18 (one-JRL) and New- 
Richmond May 28 (two-RCa) and, finally, one 
on the Magdalen I. at Cap-aux-Meules May 22 
(DDe, AP). The invasion of Corn. Redpolls ex- 
tended into spring as demonstrated by a flock 
of 720 at ChicoutimiApr. 12 (CGi, MS) and at 
least 2500 at Saint-Euslbe Apr. 21 (MBu). 
Hoary Redpolls were also reported in high 
numbers in the Saguenay and Lower St. 
Lawrence regions. Up to 19 per day visited a 
Chicoutimi feeder throughout March and 
April (CGi et al.), and four more birds of the 
large hornemani ssp. were identified, in addi- 
tion to the two reported last winter. 

EXOTICS 

Single Eur. Goldfinches were seen at 
Varennes Apr. 5 (FL) and Mitis, Matane, 
May 1 (LG). 
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NEW ENGLAND REGION 
Simon Perkins 

Following a series of warm seasons, New 
England .bifders experienced a cool, dry 
spring this year. In Boston temperatures av- 
eraged 2.7 ø below normal for the period and 
precipitation ranged just over four inches 
below the normal amount. 

The temperature deficit was directly trace- 
able to the preponderance of easterly winds, 
which not only kept. temperatures low (par- 
ticularly near the coast), but significantly re- 
duced the number of migrant waves detected 
over the course of the spring. 

In eastern Massachusetts, during an 
eleven-day period from April 27 through 
May 7, the wind blew from the southwest on 
two days, and from the northwest one day 
For the remainder of this period the wind 
had an easterly component at a time when, 
during most years, the greatest volume of mi- 
grants are scheduled to arrive in the Region 

The season was not devoid of highlights, 
however. The second state and third U.S 

record of Little Egret was established with 
the appearance of a bird on Nantucket; a 
Golden-crowned Sparrow graced a yard in 
Maine; and Vermont hit the owl trifecta! 

LOONS THROUGH WATERFOWL 

A count of 2200 Red-throated Loons at 

Nantucket, Apr. 29 (BP, D. Beattie), doubled 
the previous Regional high. Ten days prior to 
this "official" tally, the number of birds pre- 
sent was "probably two times" that figure 
This staging apparently coincided with a 
heavy movement of loons off the s. shore of 
Long Island, NY (fide P. Buckley). Three 
hundred birds were still present at Nantucket 
May 15 (SP). Passage Red-throateds found 
inland on the Connecticut R. included two 

individuals in Massachusetts May 19 (fide 
SK) and another in Fairlee,VT, May 2 
(WGE, NLM). An Arctic/Pacific-type loon 
found this past winter in Provincetown, MA, 
was joined there by a 2ndindividual Apr. 7 
(RPA); one of these remained through mid- 
May (KJ). A loon seen and photographed 
Mar. 16 & 17 (B. Delabio, v.o. ph.), just a 
few miles down the beach in Truro, was as- 
sumed to be one of the two Provincetown 

birds. At least one of these birds possessed a 
distinct chin strap. This feature, more so 
than the lack of a white flank patch, appears 
to be one of the characters we've been look- 

ing for that allows the separation of non-al- 
ternate plumaged G. pacifica from G. arctica 
in the field. Beware, however, that not all 

pacifica show a chin strap; but ifa bird does 
show a clear chinstrap, it's pacifica Contrib- 
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utors from western Massachusetts (SK) and 
New Hampshire (DD) reported above-aver- 
age numbers of Pied-billed Grebes, and the 
same was said for Red-necked Grebes in 

western Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Maine (fideJD) and Vermont (fideJP). Rep- 
resentative high counts of the latter species 
included 19 in Southwick, MA, Apr. 20 
(SK), 16 at Wilder Dam, NH, May 2 (WGE, 
NLM) and 99 at Biddeford Pool, ME, Apr. 
15 (J. Brown, K. Disney). Fifteen hundred 
N. Gannets were still present May 15 off 
Nantucket (SP), and a total of eight gan nets 
in Long I. Sound from the Connecticut 
shore was above average (fideBK). 
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A high Regional total of I 1 Tundra Swans 
included one in Rockingham, VT, Apr. 10- 
15 (WGE, NLM et al.), three in Norfolk, 
MA, Apr. 1 (B. Cassie), and seven in Con- 
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necticut alone between Mar. 1 and Apr. 5 
(fide B K). 

A Greater White-fronted Goose found in 

the company of Snow Geese in Grand Isle, 
VT, Apr. 16 (A. & D. Dickinson), was de- 
scribed as possessing a pink bill. Most east 
coast White-fronteds belong to the orange- 
billed Greenland race rather than to one of 

the pink-billed N. American races. 
Numbers of Snow Geese recorded in the 

Champlain Valley, VT, in both spring and 
fall have been slowly increasing in recent 
years, and the 10,000 birds counted in Addi- 
son, Mar. 25 (fideV. I.N.S.), were indicative 
of that trend. 

The only "Eurasiaif' Green-winged Teal 
reported this spring was a drake at Plum I., 
MA, Mar. 21 (RSH). Among the high Re- 
gional total of 17 Eur. Wigeon, the two most 
intriguing reports included probable pairs 
seen in S. Thomaston, ME, Apr. 18 (fideJH), 
and Uxbridge, MA, May 9-13 (ML). Surely 
this species has bred somewhere in North 
America by now! 

Several Tufted Ducks were sighted this 
spring. Single males were seen at Trustore 
Pond, RI, Mar. 12-Apr. 6 (C. Thompson, et 
al.), Greenwich, CT, Mar. 24-Apr. 12 (fideBK, 
ph. ), and Plymouth, MA, Apr. 19- 26 (S. Arena 
et al.). The Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
records may have involved the same individual. 
Were all three escapees? Probably not. 

A Corn. Eider was very rare on the Con- 
necticut R. in Rockingham, VT, Apr. 29 
(WGE, NLM et al.), and a single raft of 75 
Barrows Goldeneyes in Belfast, ME, Mar. 7 
must have been an impressive sight (E.M. 
Sears et al.). Single Barrows Goldeneyes 

found inland included 

a bird in Laconia, NH, 

Mar. 22-29 (J. Kline et 
al.), and another on the 
Connecticut R. in 

Northampton, MA, 
• Mar. 29 (C. Page) that 
•.. was probably the same 

individual that win- 

•:•! tered just down river in 
Holyoke, MA (fide 
SK). 

VULTURES THROUGH 

CRANES 

A Regional total of 
three Black Vultures no 

longer comes as a sur- 
prise, as this species 
continues its slow 

northward range ex- 
pansion. This year sin- 
gle birds were seen in 
Plymouth, MA, Mar. 1 
(BN), Naugatuck, CT, 
Apr. 5 (JF), and 

Boscawen, NH, Apr. 6 (C. Foss). 
The only kite report this year was that of a 

Mississippi Kite in Newcasde, ME, May 19 
(J. Hamlin). A single kite Regionwide is a bit 
off the pace of the last few years, but the 
Maine bird represented the 2nd record for 
the state following last year's first. 

Birders at designated hawkwatches in 
Massachusetts enjoyed a successful season 
this year. On Apr. 23, hawk watchers at Mt. 
Wachusett in Princeton logged 568 Broad- 
wingeds, a total nearly twice that of the pre- 
vious one-day high spring count for that site. 
Meanwhile, on the coast the same day, 244 
Am. Kestrels were counted at Plum I. 

(E.M.H.W.). The next day the Broad- 
winged front apparently shifted W, as coun- 
ters in Southwick and Mt. Tekoa in Russell 

tallied 895 and 851 Broad-wingeds respec- 
tively, while counters in Princeton logged 
few. At 3 hawkwatches in w. Massachusetts, 

21 Coopers Hawks and 20 Merlins repre- 
sented totals well above average for that com- 
bination of sites OffdeSK). 

Other diurnal raptors of note included the 
only Golden Eagle in the Region in Addison, 
VT, Mar. 29 (WGE, NLM etal.) and at least 
four Gyrfalcons, all in March. Two Gyrfal- 
con reports from Maine included birds in 
Clinton, Mar. I (W. & B. Sumner), and an- 
other in Portland, Mar. 13 (LB); a wintering 
bird in Newburyport, MA remained at least 
through Mar. 5, and two sightings in Wey- 
bridge (C. Frankiewicz), and Addison, VT 
(WGE, NLM), Mar. 21 & 29 respectively, 
may have involved the same bird. 

The only King Rails reported in the Re- 
gion this spring were in e. Massachusetts 
where a surprisingly high total of six were 
found, all in May. 

Common Moorhens continue to struggle 
in our Region. Among the 14 birds reported, 
eight were found in Vermont (V.I.N.S.), 
three in Massachusetts Offde SK, B.C.), two 
in Maine (J. Therrien), and one in Rhode Is- 
land Offde DE). None were reported from 
New Hampshire or Connecticut. 

Maine had the corner on the Sandhill 

Crane market this spring with no fewer than 4 
sightings. As usual, it is difficult to figure how 
many different birds accounted for these 
sightings. The first occurred in Kittery, Apr. 
27; the 2nd in Glenbum, May 3, 140 mi n.e. 
of Kittery, the 3rd at Turner, May 4, roughly 
75 mi s.w. of Glenbum, and the 4th at Cape 
Elizabeth, 40 mi s. of Turner (JD). You de- 
cide! Other single Sandhills were seen in 
Rockingham, VT, Apr. 24 & 25 (D. Clark et 
al.), and Dunbarton, NH, Mar. 24-30 (E. 
Swindlehurst et al.). Two more were seen in 
Massachusetts: an adult in Middleboro, Apr. 
30 (W. Evill), and an immature in Rowley, 
Apr. 17-18 and May 15-31 (B.O.,JB). 
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SHOREBIRDS THROUGH ALCIDS 

Fifteen Lesser Golden-Plovers Regionwide 
represented a high spring total and one at 
Newburyport, MA, Mar. 14 (WRP) was 
roughly 2 weeks early. 

American Oystercatchers showed contin- 
ued signs of northward expansion with 3 
sightings of (prospecting?) birds n. of 
Boston's Logan Airport, their northern nest- 
ing limit. These sightings included two in 
Seabrook, NH, May 10 (SM), three at Crane 
Beach in Ipswich, May 22 (D. Rimmer), and 
two nearby at Plum I., May 25 (A. Bennett). 

A W. Sandpiper was a rare spring visitor to 
Monomoy, May 20 (BN), and three Least 
Sandpipers were very early in Jerusalem, RI, 
Mar. 31 (D. Kraus). Even rarer in spring, a 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper on Marthas Vine- 
yard, May 31 (A. Brown), probably repre- 
sented only the 3rd spring record for the Re- 
gion. A Cudew Sandpiper in spring attire en- 
tertained visitors at Monomoy for a week, 
May 15-22 (KJ, BN). 

Two Ruffs were found in New England 
this spring: a Reeve was at Newburyport, 
MA, Apr. 24- May 5 (J. Soucy et al.), and a 
color-banded Ruff put in a brief appearance 
in Wells, ME, May 21 (C. Ferris et aL). The 
Ruff was traced to a research facility in 
Kingston, Ontario, where it had escaped 12 
days earlier. 

A Laughing Gull, rare anywhere inland, 
was present in Pittsfield, MA, Apr. 26 (B. 
Goodrich). The only Franklins Gull to visit 
the Region this spring was a bird in breeding 
plumage inW. Newbury, MA, May 5 (RSH). 
A near-average total of six Little Gulls in the 
Region included single birds in Connecticut 
and Rhode Island, and four in Mas- 

sachusetts. The total of roughly 30 Corn. 
Black-headed Gull reports was well above av- 
erage. Nearly half of these were winterers still 
present in Winthrop, MA, Mar. 3 (TA). 
Winthrop has long been the winter center of 
abundance for these gulls in New England 
(U.S.?), the attraction there being a nearby 
sewage outfall in Boston Harbor. But the city 
of Boston recently shut down that outfall as 
part of a major harbor cleanup program. Will 
the gulls return next winter? We'll see. A win- 
tering Com. Black-headed Gull, present in 
the Hadley/Amherst area in Massachusetts 
through Apr. 18, was seen with a 2nd bird 
Mar. 9 (E. Marcurn). Even one Black-headed 
inland is rare; two together inland in Mas- 
sachusetts is certainly unprecedented. A total 
of fourteen Lesser Black-backed Gulls in the 

Region included four in Connecticut, two in 
Rhode Island, and eight in Massachusetts. 
Half of the Massachusetts birds were found 

in the western half of the state, which is more 

than usual in that part of New England. 
The only Mew Gull in the Region this 

spring was a bird first found in late February 

that was still present in the Hadley/ 
Northampton area Mar. 3 (R. Champlin). 
This represented the first record for w. Mas- 
sachusetts. 

A "Thayer's" Gull seen in Portland, ME, 
Apr. 3 (SPo) was probably the same bird that 
had been present elsewhere on the Pordand 
waterfront since Januar3• Also in Portland, 
16 Iceland Gulls, still present Mar. 19 (LB), 
comprised the majority of the Maine total of 
23. Inexplicably, this total was nearly 6 times 
what it had been during the past 5 springs 
(M.B.N., JD). Nine Icdand Gulls were still 
present on Nantucket I., MA, May 15 (SP). 

Boreal Owl at Enosburg, Vermont, on March 5, 
1992. Photograph/Bill DonJon. 

The presence of a single breeding 
plumaged Forster's Tern at Plum I., MA, 
May 24-31 (RSH), suggests that this species 
was attempting to nest there for the 2nd year 
in a row. Following a major incursion of 
breeding birds onto Long 1., NY, this spring, 
birders might expect to see additional num- 
bers of breeding Forster's in New England in 
the near future. 

An uncommon Com. Murre was lingering 
on Stellwagen Bank in Massachusetts Bay, 
May 16 (KJ), and an Atlantic Puffin was 
found dead on a beach in Wellfleet, MA, on 

Cape COd, Mar. 10 (KJ). 

OWLS THROUGH VIREOS 

Great Gray, N. Hawk and Boreal owls were 
all found in n. Vermont in late March. That's 

got to be a Regional first! The Great Gray 
Owl was photographed (photo to V.I.N.S.) 
in Derby in "late March," (B. Tweed fide 
NLM), and three of the four Northern 
Hawk Owls that were reported this past win- 
ter remained into March. Last sightings 
came from Westford, Mar. 3 (D. Hinsbaw), 
Irasburg, Mar. 6 (L. Kinsey), and Craftsbury, 

Mar. 14 (E Oatman). Also, a Boreal Owl 
which almost certainly spent the winter in 
New England, was photographed in Enos- 
burg Falls, Mar. 5 (H. & B. Donlan, ph.). 

The only two Chuck-will's-widows dis- 
covered this springwere in Marblehead, MA, 
May 22 (W. Webb) and Swan Pt. Cemetery, 
RI, May 26 (WB). An unusually large 
"swarm" of 800 Chimney Swifts, presumably 
mostly migrants, was noted during a spell of 
inclement weather feeding over a pond in 
Hanson, MA, May 25 (WRP). 

Despite the inroads that colonizing Red- 
bellied Woodpeckers have made northward 
in New England, and despite the fact that 
their center of abundance n. of Connecticut 

is at Marthas Vineyard, the species has yet to 
successfully make the leap as a breeder from 
the Vineyard to Nantucket I., a mere 15 mi 
away. But the six counted on Nantucket, 
May 9 (EFA) is the highest local count to 
date and may mean Red-bellieds finally have 
their zygodactal foot in the door. 

A "Red-shafted" N. Flicker was seen in 

Newburyport, MA, May 24 (CF etal.), and a 
bird described as an "intergrade" with a "nor- 
mal head pattern, mixed salmon and yellow 
wings and salmon tail (one yellow rectrix) • 
was trapped and banded at V.I.N.S., in 
Woodstock, Vermont on an unspecified 
date. 

A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher made a rare ap- 
pearance on Nantucket I., May 15-16 (W. 
Bartlett, SC etal.). Black-billed Magpies in e. 
North America pose the same origin prob- 
lem as certain waterfowl. Though the species 
has probably arrived in our Region under its 
own steam at least once, picking which 
records represent such wild birds is impossi- 
ble. A Black-billed Magpie discovered in 
Mattapoisett, MA, Apr. 25 (G. Mock), re- 
mained in the neighborhood at least through 
the first week of May. 

A Fish Crow in Brattleboro, VT, Apr. 8 (T. 
Maloney) was probably a wandering mem- 
ber of the growing contingent of recently ar- 
rived birds in the Connecticut R. Valley in 
Massachusetts. While Fish Crows continue 

to slowly colonize northward, Com. Ravens 
continue to appear sporadically at points 
south and east of their established range. 
This spring such birds induded individuals 
in Cumberland, RI, Mar. 28 (WB), Wick- 

ford, RI, Apr. 25 (RC), Ipswich, MA, May 16 
(CF, et al.), and two migrating N over W. 
Newbury, MA, May 15 (RSH). 

Carolina Wrens, like Red-bellied Wood- 

peckers, were slow to colonize Nantucket I., 
despite the close proximity of a long-existing 
and abundant source population on Marthas 
Vineyard only 15 water-miles away. But now 
they, too, appear ready to become established 
breeders on Nantucket. A year or two ago 
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singing birds became a regular feature in sev- 
eral residential areas around the island and 

this season, 12 tallied there May 9 (EFA) rep- 
resented what has become a typical count. 

Wintering Bohemian Waxwings were 
found in typical northern locales well into 
the spring season. Among more than 1500 
reported in Maine, at least 1000 were in one 
flock in Appleton, Knox, Apr. 7 (fide Maine 
Audubon). Flocks of 100+ were also noted in 
-Vermont in St. Albans and Woodstock into 

the 2nd and 3rd weeks of Apr. (JP). The 
southeasternmost Bohemians were single 
birds in W. Newbury, MA, Mar. 1 (RSH), 
and Lincoln, MA, Mar. 17 (E Gray). 

Two of the three Loggerhead Shrikes in 
our Region this year occurred on odd dates. 
A well-described bird in Newmarket, NH, 

was decidedly early, Mar. 5 (D. & K. Hugh- 
es), while another in Fairfield, CT, May 18, 
was curiously late (C. Barnard)--unless it 
was a prospective nester. The 3rd was pho- 
tographed in Lancaster, MA, Apr. 6 (C. 
Quinlan). A very early White-eyed Vireo 
paid the price for rushing the season and was 
found dead at Goose Rocks Beach, ME, Mar. 
12 (S. Everett). 

WARBLERS THROUGH BLACKBIRDS 

Warbler watching in most areas was an exer- 
cise in frustration. With so few days of SW 
winds this spring, waves were few, late, and 
usually highly localized. Most observers had 
to be satisfied with snatches of birds where 

they could find them. 
On the 18th of May observers witnessed a 

rush of warblers along Plum I., MA, that was 
nearly a replay of a May 12 flight there last 
year. Estimated totals on Plum I. ranged in 
the high hundreds with Yellow-rumpeds, 
Magnolias, and Corn. Yellowthroats being 
most abundant (RSH, C. Cook). Nowhere 
else in New England was a significant move- 
ment detected that day--not even at the Ap- 
pledore I., ME, banding station within sight 
of Plum I., just offshore and to the north. 

The busiest single day at Appledore was 
May 21 when 234 birds were handled by the 
banders. On May 19, at Appledore, 117 
Corn. Yellowthroats broke the record for the 

greatest number of any one species handled 
in a day. The previous record was 90 Magno- 
ha Warblers. And speaking of Magnolias, 
Appledore's seasonal total of 222 was once 
again more than twice that of any other war- 
bler species (other than Yellow-rumped or 
Corn. Yellowthroat) handled there (DH). In 
reference to two single Worm-eating War- 
blers netted on Appledore May 10 and 22, 
Holmes commented, "I'd like to know where 

the WEWATs were going!" Where indeed! 
A "Lawrence's" Warbler seen sporadically 

between May 10 & 18 in Blackstone, RI (L 

Symynkywicz) was the only such hybrid re- 
ported in the Region this spring, and two to 
three Prothonotary Warblers were present in 
the Great Swamp in Rhode Island May 4-31. 

A single Yellow-throated Warbler, pre- 
sumably one of the pair that established a 
first New England breeding record last year, 
was seen again in Kent, CT, from May 5 
through the end of the month (fide BK), and 
10 Cerulean Warblers were counted along 
this same stretch of the Housatonic River on 

May 11 (S. Kotchko). A single Cerulean was 
also found fairly far north in Nottingham, 
NH, May 26 (A. & B. Delorey). 

Other southern warblers found a bit fur- 

ther north than usual included (all in 
Maine), single Yellow-throateds in N. Harp- 
swell, May 9 0- Pierson), and Saco, May 26 
(SPO), a Prothonotary in Harpswell, May 2 
and 7 (J. Newman), and a Worm-eating in 
Portland, May 6-9 (E Paul etal.). 

Three Connecticut Warblers were report- 
ed this spring, but only one was accompa- 
nied by details, a"must" for such a rare spring 
migrant. The reports came from Hamden, 
CT, Apr. 25 (!) OF), Dartmouth, MA, May 
12 (K. Holmes), and Barre, MA, May 17 (E. 
Thorn--convincing details). 

Clearly, the virtual lack of southerly winds 
this season did little to prevent most species 
prone to "overshooting" in the spring from 
doing their thing. The above-mentioned 
warblers, and 14 Summer Tanagers found 
Regionwide, illustrate that point. But what 
happened to Blue Grosbeaks this year? Only 
one (9 bird was reported this year, from Nan- 
tucket, May 2 (S. Wheelock). 

Black-headed Grosbeak, once a fairly reg- 
ular vagrant in New England, dropped out of 
sight rather quickly about 15-20 years ago. 
When they did occur, they usually did so in 
fall like most other western vagrants. So, the 
appearance in Massachusetts of two ad. c• 
Black-headed Grosbeaks in Leverett, May 14 
(P. Whipple fide WRP), and Rockland, May 
20 (D. Dohertyfide WRP), came as a com- 
plete surprise. 

Two Dickcissels were reported from 
Rhode Island, one in Seapowet, Apr. 18-19 
(M. Champlin), and the other, a late ad. 
male, in Smithfield, May 15 (B. Gearhart). A 
3rd was seen in Truro, MA, May 24 (J. 
Young). 

The one Lark Sparrow in the Region this 
spring was a bird in W. Roxbury, MA, found 
singing vigorously on several occasions be- 
tween Apr. 11 & 31 (TA), and a Golden- 
crowned Sparrow was a contender for bird of 
the Season in Brunswick, ME, where it visit- 

ed a feeder May 3-6 (S. Sargent etal.). 
Annual in New England in spring, but still 

always noteworthy, were two single Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds, one in Marion, MA, Mar 

31-Apr. 24 (J. Famham), and Whitefield, 
ME, May 15 (P. Cliney). 

01•rve•s (subregional editors in boldface, 
contributors in italics): R.P. Abrams, E.E An- 
drews, Tom Aversa, Jim Berry, Bird Observer, 
W. Boss, L. Brinker, Robert Conway, Diane 
DeLuca, Allen & Barbara Delorey, Jody De- 
spres, Eastern Massachusetts Hawk Watch, 
W.G. Ellison, Jeff Fengler, Chris Floyd, J. 
Hamlin, R.S. Heil, DavidHolmes, KyleJones, 
Seth Kellogg, Betty Kleiner, Mark Lynch, 
Nancy Martin, Maine Bird Notes, Steve 
Mirick, Blair Nikula, Blair Perkins, Simon 
Perkins (SPe), W.R. Petersen, Judy Peterson, 
S. Pollock (SPo), Robert S. Stymeist, Ver- 
mont Institute of Natural Science.- 
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HUDSON-DELAWARE 
REGION 
William J. Boyle, Jr., 
Robert O. Paxton, and 
DavidA. Cutler 

In striking contrast to last year, when a mild 
winter was followed by a record warm spring, 
1992 began with a very warm winter, fol- 
lowed by a cool, wet season in the north and a 
cool, dry season in the south. Dramatic fluc- 
tuations in the temperature (e.g. a high in 
Rochester of 62 ø March 10, and 25 ø March 

11), coupled with such features as the only 
heavy snows of the year in mid-March and 
killing frosts as far south as New Jersey in late 
May, made the season seem more extreme 
than the averages would confirm. 

Leaf-out was retarded by one to two weeks 
over much of the Region, providing a boon 
to birders, but the late frosts killed much of 
the years foliage on oak trees in southern 
New Jersey and devastated blueberry crops. 
The cool weather of May took a major toll on 
broods of Eastern Bluebirds and Tree Swal- 

lows in upstate New York, and swallows were 
noted as down everywhere, presumably due 
to the lack of flying insects. 

Despite the erratic weather, or perhaps 
partly because of it, the entire Region experi- 
enced unusually good birding, with a long 
list of rare and uncommon species providing 
entertainment. Many tropical migrants con- 
tinue to appear in low numbers, but there 
were some locally major fallouts as well. The 
recent trend toward an earlier mi- 

gration discussed in last springs 
column was at least temporarily 
stalled by the cooler weather, and 
most species arrived about on 
schedule. 

Abbreviations: Artificial I. (site of 
Salem Nuclear Power Plant, on 

Delaware River, Salem, NJ); Brad- 
dock Bay (Braddock Bay S.P. and 
vicinity, Monroe, NI0; Bombay 
Hook (Bombay Hook Nat• Wildli• 
Reft., near Smyrna, DE); Brig (Brig- 
antine Unit, Forcythe Nat? IgS'ldli• 
R•., Atlantic, NJ); Cape Henlopen 
(Cape Henlopen State Park, Sussex, 
DE); Indian R. (Indian River Inlet, 
Sussex, DE); Jamaica Bay (Jamaica 
Bay Wildlij• Refuge, Queens, 
NYC); L.I. (Long Island, 
Manasquan Inlet (Manasquan 
Inlet, Monmouth-Ocean, NJ); 
Montezuma (Montezuma Nat• 
Wildli)• Reft., Seneca and Cayuga 
counties, NIO; Moses-Saunders 

Dam (Moses-Saunders Dam, New IOrk-On- 
tario, near Massena, St. Lawrence, NI0; Port 
Mahon ( marshes and bayshore along road east 
of Little Creek, Kent, DE); Sandy Hook 
(Sandy Hook Unit, Gateway Nat• Recreation 
Area, Monmouth. NJ); Scherman-Hoffman 
(New Jersey Audubon Sanctuary, 
Bernardsville, Somerset, NJ). N.J.B.R.C. 
(New Jersey Bird Records Committee); 
N.Y.S.A.R.C. (New IOrk State Avian Rarities 
Committee). Place names in italics are coun- 
ties. 

LOONS TO IBISES 

Loons were widely reported in exceptional 
numbers, and late April storms grounded 
many at inland lakes and reservoirs. A major 
storm in e. Pennsylvania Apr. 20 brought six 
Red-throated Loons (uncommon inland) 
and 470 Com. Loons to Penn Forest Reser- 

voir, Carbon (BS), and 114 Commons to 
Leaser L., Lehigh, the same day (W. Beltz). 
Foggy conditions during the end of the 
month dropped a variety of waterbirds on 
Cayuga L., NY, including over 400 Com. 
Loons. 

A rash of sightings of Pacific/Arctic Loons 
was an unprecedented spring event. A Pacific 
Loon discovered at Manasquan Inlet Mar. 1 
remained to at least Apr. 12, and was ob- 
served at close range and photographed by 
many. Although the species is reported al- 
most annually now, there are few well-docu- 
mented records. Another Pacific Loon in 

breeding plumage was picked up in a 
ploughed field at Riverhead, Suffblk, L.I., 
photographed, and released (B. De Luca). 
Yet another Pacific/Arctic Loon was found 

NEW YORK 
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by experienced observers at Merrill Creek 
Res., Warren, NJ, May 11 (PB, DF); one was 
reported from L. Assunpink, Assunpink 
W.M.A., Monmouth, NJ, May 13-16 (LP, 
AS, J' to N.J.B.R.C.); and a final, unCon- 
firmed report came from a big-day team at 
Wildwood Crest May 16 (fide PS). 

The previously reported Red-necked 
Grebe lingered among the pilings at the Bel- 
mar, NJ, marina into late April, gradually as- 
suming breeding plumage for the pleasure of 
scores of birders. A few were on Long Island 
early in the season, and a peak of 23 were at 
Rye, lgkstchester, NY, Apr. 23 (TWB). Inland 
the species made a much better showing than 
last year. Two to five were on the Conowingo 
Pond in the Susquehanna R., Lancaster, PA, 
Mar. 20-26 (RMS, LLe) and a single was at 
Green Lane Res., Montgomery, PA, Apr. 5 
(GAF, GLF). In upstate New York, small 
numbers were reported at Saratoga L., 
Beaver L., Moses-Saunders Dam, and the 
Ontario lakeshore, but the top count was a 
fog-induced fallout of 46+ Apr. 24 at Cayuga 
L., where Brinkiey could not find one all last 
spring (NB). An Eared Grebe was an out- 
standing find at a pond in Lebanon, PA, Apr. 
12 (SSa), as was another at Montezuma May 
5-8 (B. Beal etal.). 

Easterly winds brought unusual numbers 
of tubenoses close to the shores of Long Is- 
land and s. New Jersey. Thirty Sooty Shear- 
waters were at Shinnecock Inlet May 18 
(RKu), while an estimated 250 were seen be- 
tween Shinnecock and Cupsogue May 24. 
Six Cory's Shearwaters were off Cape May 
Pt. May 20 (PDu) and up to 21 Sooty's were 
seen from the beach through the end of the 

month (m.ob.). 
Two late May pelagic trips pro- 

duced some excellent results. The 

first out of Lewes, DE, May 24 
found two N. Fulmars about 35 mi 

• e. of Indian R. for a 3rd state record 

(m.ob.), in addition to about 24 
Sooty Shearwaters. Even more im- 
pressive was Brady's May 30 trip to 
Hudson Canyon, about 100 mi e. 
of Barnegat Light, NJ. In addition 
to 20 N. Fulmars, a Cory's and nu- 
merous Greater and Sooty Shear- 
waters, observers found about 10 

Leach• Storm-Petrels among the 
several hundred Wilson's in the 

deep water of the canyon. 
The only Am. White Pelicans 

were all in w. New York; some of 

the sightings may involve the same 
birds. One was near L. Erie at 

Hamburg, Erie Apr. 22 (RA et aL), 
while another flew by the hawk- 
watch at Braddock Bay the next 
day (v.o.). That same day a pelican 
arrived at Montezuma, about 50 
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mi s.c. for a 4-day stay. A pair of Am. White 
Pelicans was discovered May 5 at Tonawanda 
W.M.A., Niagara-Genesee, where they re- 
mained until the 24th (R. Endres, m.ob.). 

The prelude to a massive summer invasion 
of Brown Pelicans was the appearance of sev- 
eral off Artificial I., Apr. 24, the first-ever for 
Salem, NJ (R. Ryan). One was in Corson's 
Inlet, CapeMayMay 2 (fidePS) and another 
at Roosevelt I., Sussex, DE, May 4 (WWF). 
By month's end they were seen in flocks of 1- 
2 dozen all along the coast, induding 15 at 
Jones Inlet, L.I. May 23 (A. Ott). As the peli- 
cans are spreading N, Great Cormorants 
continue to move S, with the species now 
overlapping in time as well as in range. One 
or two Great Cormorants were found at 6 

different spots in New Jersey mid-May, in- 
cluding Mercer County Pk. and Riverton, 
Burlington, where they regularly winter, as 
well as across the river at Peace Valley Nature 
Center, Bucks, PA (AM). Others were up the 
Hudson R. at Cornwall Bay, Orange May 6 
(ET), and GreeneMay 9 (RGu). 

An unprecedented 4 reports of Anhinga 
were received, 2 involving two birds; Di- 
Costanzo sent detailed notes and a sketch of 

an Anhinga flying over Central Pk., Apr. 28 
(J. DiCostanzo, ? to N.Y.S.A.R.C.), while 
Dasey provided details of a pair seen over his 
house in Medford, Burlington, NJ, May 1 
(WDa, ? to N.J.B.R.C.). No details were re- 
ceived for a pair seen by an inexperienced, 
but competent young birder at Old Tappan, 
Bergen, NJ, mid-May (R. Bakelaar), nor of 
an individual reported at Aliaire S.P., Mon- 
mouth May 17 (fide RKa). Adding credence 
to these reports was the appearance of other 
Anhingas during June. 

American Bitterns were widely reported in 
above-average numbers, but it is hard to get a 
firm feeling for Regional populations of this 
still uncommon species. Wandering Snowy 
Egrets were at Braddock Bay May 23, and at 
the Derby Hill Hawkwatch, Oswego, NY, 
May 26 (GSm), while the only vagrant Little 
Blue Heron was at Rochester May 30 (RMa, 
RGS). A Cattle Egret was at Hogan Pt., near 
Rochester May 4 , and six were at Middle 
Creek W.M.A., Lancaster, PA, during the 
season; they have become rare in the Susque- 
hanna Valley since the heronry at Rookery I., 
Washington Boro was abandoned (RMi). 

A White Ibis was seen occasionally at 
Delaware City, New Castle, DE, May 9-17 
(H.T. Armistead, DAC, GKH), while reports 
of White-faced Ibises came from near Ft. 
Elfsborg, Salem, NJ, Apr. 17 (DF etal.) and 
Jamaica Bay from May 4 into the summer (J. 
Clinton, m.ob.). Inland Glossy Ibises were in 
Washington Boro, Lancaster, PA, Apr. 13-14 
(JBo), and at 5 locations in upstate New 
York, the farthest afield being one at Mon- 

tezumaApr. 23-29 (v.o.) and another at Swe- 
den, MonroeMay 29 (P. Jenger). 

WATERFOWL 

The cool, foggy weather with associated cold 
fronts stalled waterfowl migration in some 
areas to produce significant concentrations 
in areas that don't often have them; overall 

the migration was late and prolonged. Only 
3 reports of Greater White-fronted Goose 
were received, well below recent averages. 
One was with a large flock of Snow Geese at 
Middle Cr., Mar. 8 (RMi, JHe), another 
along the Seneca R., near Brutus, Seneca, NY, 
Mar. 23 (G. Wolford), and one to three were 
at Hamlin, Monroe, NY, Apr. 11-23 (GMa, 
MD). 

The large concentrations of Snow Geese 
along the Susquehanna R. Valley in Lancast- 
er, included at least 10,000 Mar. 8 (JB). They 
included, in addition to the Greater White- 
fronted, at least two Ross' Geese, one at Mid- 
die Cr., Mar. 8-21 (RMi, JHe, TG), and an- 
other at Muddy Run Pumped Storage Area 
on the river at Washington Boro Mar. 20-30 
(RMS, LLe). These provided only the 4th 
and 5th records for Pennsylvania, the first 3 
coming from the same locations last spring. 
What was probably the same Ross' Goose as 
the Muddy Run bird (judging from the size 
of the flock it moved with) was seen Mar. 30 
at Struble L. in nearby Chesterand again near 
the town of Willow Street, Lancaster Mar. 

31. Another large gathering of Snow Geese 
was the 35-40,000 at Bay Pt., Cumberlane( 
NJ, on the Delaware Bayshore Mar. 19 
(RK•). 

Two reports of Barnacle Goose, origin un- 
known, but presumed escapeees, came from 
upstate New York; one was near E. Martins- 
burg, Lewis Apr. 7 (BH), and another at 
Phoenix, Oswego Apr. 11-26 (GHu). Green- 
winged Teal of the Eurasian subspecies were 
found in numbers far above normal, with 
nine birds in 6 different locations, two in 

Pennsylvania (previously noted), five in New 
Jersey, and two in New York, including one 
at Goshen, Orange Mar. 15 (M. Borko). 
Likewise, Eur. Wigeon were well represent- 
ed, with four in Delaware, at least eight in 
New Jersey, and about 15 in New York, in- 
cluding birds in 6 of the 10 reporting re- 
gions. 

Drake Tufted Ducks continued in Suf•lk, 
L.I. at Patchogue to Mar. 18, E. Hampton to 
Mar. 21, and Riverhead to Mar. 26 (fideJJR), 
while the individual at Rye was seen again 
Apr. 15-20 (TWB). Among the larger con- 
centrations of waterfowl delayed by the in- 
clement weather were 8000 Greater Scaup 
and 5000 Com. Goldeneye along L. On- 
tario, Oswego, NY, in March. 

A late Com. Eider was at Democrat Pt., 

Suf•lk, L I, Apr 25-26 (fideTWB), wh,le a 

very late King Eider was at Cape Henlopen 
May 19 (WWF). Seven Harlequin Ducks 
lingered at Barnegat Light to late March and 
nine were still at Pt. Lookout, Nassau, L.I., 
Apr. 5 (RKu). 

Inland groundings of scoters induded 12 
Black Scoter at Peace Valley Mar. 26 (SF), 
four White-winged Scoters at Penn Forest 
Res. Apr. 20 (RW) and three others at 
Memorial L., Lebanon, PA, Apr. 22 (SSa) 
The big fallout at Cayuga L., Apr. 24 yielded 
51 White-winged Scoters and two SurfScot- 
ers (NB). An interesting report was of a flock 
of 2000+ scoters flying N at Wilson Ba• Jef- 
•rson, NY, where L. Ontario becomes the St 
Lawrence R., on a late April evening 
(BMW). 

Three Barrow's Goldeneyes were at 
Moses-Saunders Dam Mar. 1 (BDL), while 
single drakes were at Ft. Miller, !Y•shington, 
NY, Mar. 15 and at Saratoga L., Mar. 30 (fide 
AMa). A possible nesting pair of Hooded 
Mergansers were along the Raritan R. at S 
Bound Brook, Somerset, NJ, Apr. 18, where 
the drake was seen repeatedly through May 
30 (G. RoUSsey); four other potential breed- 
ers were at Poxono I., Warren, NJ, Apr. 21 
(GHa). 

RAPTORS TO CRANES 

The spring hawkwatches were mixed, espe- 
cially on L. Ontario, where the easterlywinds 
and cool, wet weather produced poor flight 
conditions. Derby Hill had a terrible season, 
with Broad-winged Hawk and Sharp- 
shinned Hawk numbers at record-lows (CS), 
while Braddock Bay had its 2nd highest total 
ever, primarily due to 2 spectacular flights 
Apr. 20 & 22 (JDg, BE). Sandy Hook had a 
mediocre season, but Montclair had their 
4th best total--3568--and a newer count at 

Boonton, Morris, NJ, also did well. A new 
count, Mt. Pleasant Observatory, near 
Varna, •bmpkins, NY, produced 1010 birds 
in 76 hours, including an excellent 24 N 
Goshawks and six Golden Eagles (NB). 

A Black Vulture was an unexpected find at 
Cayuga, NY, Mar. 23 and furnished only the 
3rd record for the Cayuga L. Basin, all within 
the past 3 years (NB). Single Black Vultures 
were highlights of the Braddock Bay count 
Apr. 3 and May 23. A nest with two young 
was found near Sumneytown, Montgomery, 
PA (KC), and two others were located in c 
New Jersey; pairs were seen throughout the 
period in Orange and Rockland, NY, where 
they are believed to be nesting (JPT et al.) 
An early Osprey was along the Susquehanna 
R. at Holtwood, Lancaster, PA, Mar. 8 
(RMS). 

For the first time in more than a decade 
there were no confirmed records of Am 

Swallow-tailed Kite, although a bird report- 
ed as a probable Swallow-tafied was at Cape 
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May Mar. 8 (fide PS). A Mississippi Kite was 
at Morgan's Hill, Northampton, PA, Apr. 21, 
for the 3rd time in 5 years (AK, A. Lessel), 
ahead of the arrival of the species in New Jer- 
sey, where the first was at Sandy Hook May 1 
(DWh). An ad. Mississippi Kite was at As- 
sunpink W.M.A. May 17 (TBa), but it was a 
slow season for the species in the Cape May 
area, with only about 7 reports. Another 
adult was well-described from Bombay 
Hook May 9, for only the 2nd Delaware 
record (MG, BP). 

Numbers of Bald Eagles continue to in- 
crease, and the summer season will detail the 

growing number of nesting pairs. Braddock 
Bay had a near-record 86 for the season, but 
on a sadder note was the finding ofa 3rd-year 
bird near Middletown, DE, that had been 

shot and badly wounded; it was not consid- 
ered salvageable (fide APE). As in the fall, 
Sharp-shinned Hawk numbers continue to 
decline at the spring hawkwatches. The 
Derby Hill total of 2925 was the lowest in 
their 14 years, while Braddock Bay's 3429 
barely surpassed last year's meager count. 
Cooper's Hawk, on the other hand, is doing 
much better, with increased accounts of nest- 
ing in the southern part of the Region in 
Burlington and Cumberlana• NJ, and 
Delaware, PA. 

Amazingly, the first Broad-winged Hawk 
appeared at Braddock Bay Apr. 20, along 
with 15,596 others; 2 days later an additional 
14,995 passed by, part of the season total of 
40,064, highest since 1984. By contrast, 
Derby Hill had only 10,718 for the season 
and only three were found on the spring 
roundup May 9 in Delaware, where the 
species may soon disappear as a breeder. A 
Swainson's Hawk was at Braddock Bay Apr. 
20 (W. Clark et al.) and what was apparently 
the same bird (missing the same flight feath- 
ers) passed by Derby Hill the next day. An- 
other Swainson's flew over Braddock Bay 
Apr. 29 (BE). Among the 4123 Red-tailed 
Hawks tallied at Braddock Bay were two 
identified as the western subspecies calurus 
(one dark morph) and four krideri. 

A Golden Eagle was still at Bombay Hook 
Mar. 2; one was at Brig., Mar. 29 (JKM,JDa), 
and another at Mad Horse Cr., Salem, NJ, 
the same day. Other reports came from Mid- 
dle Cr., Apr. 15 (fideAH) and the Bashakill, 
Sullivan, NY, May (10), a rare spring record. 
Forty-one at Braddock Bay was the 2nd 
highest ever, and Derby Hill had a re- 
spectable 26. Montclair had a spring high of 
817 Am. Kestrels, but Braddock Bay hit a 
15-year low of 355 and Derby Hill had a 
meager 221. On the positive side, 77 of 220 
nest boxes monitored by Hawk Mount Sanc. 
had nesting pairs (LG). 

Merlins were well-reported at all of the 
hawkwatches, and many lingered later than 

normal, including one at Cape May May 23 
(m.ob.). Peregrine Falcon numbers, too, 
continue to increase, especially with the Re- 
gion's growing breeding population. One of 
the prizes of the season in w. New York was a 
Gyrfalcon discovered at Montezuma Mar. 1 
(CCa, A. Claridge, H. & E Keating). At- 
tempts to relocate it were unsuccessful until 
Mar. 17, when it was seen near Fayette, 
Seneca, and Mar. 20, when it was relocated 

near Cayuga, Cayuga, where it was seen daily 
through Mar. 29. About 200 birders enjoyed 
the spectacle, as this large, gray-morph bird 
terrorized the waterfowl at the n. end of 

Cayuga L., often perching on the ice to enjoy 
its catch (•'NB). 

Black Rails were heard at many of the 
usual spots in Delaware and New Jersey, and 
one was back at a traditional location on 

Long Island from May 18 (fide TWB), but 
no Yellow Rails were reported this year. A 
King Rail at Clay Marsh, Onondaga, NY, 
May 10 was the first in the Oneida L. Basin 
in 11 years (fide GHu), and the only one 
noted n. of New Jersey. Rounding out the 
family, a Purple Gallinule, an annual vagrant 
to the Region, was seen at Cape May May 3- 
5 (D. Dunlap, P. Wang). 

Sandhill Cranes made an unusually strong 
showing, starting with one near Reeds 
Beach, Cape May Mar. 8-10 (CS) and three 
at the Maurice R., Mar. 14 (H. Stahl). All of 
New York's 6 reports were in April, begin- 
ning with one at Noyes Sanctuary, Oswego, 
on the 4th (R. Slack) and two at Hamlin, 
Monroe, the same day (MD). The remaining 
birds, all singles, were at Lakeview W.M.A., 
Je)•rson Apr. 7 (LBC); Webster, MonroeApr. 
9 (DSh); Alfred, AlleganyApr. 10 (EB); and 
Wilson, Niagara Apr. 21-22 (B. Broderick, 
E. Schopp). The remaining 4 records were 
surprisingly late and all within the 5-day pe- 
riod of May 16-20, including a flock of six 
near Bally, Berks, PA (H. & E. Nuenecke); 
two atW. Caldwell, Essex, NJ (D. Hall); one 
at Prospertown L., Mercer, NJ (B. Hughes); 
and a final at Mannington Marsh, Salem, NJ 
(RKa). 

SHOREBIRDS 

Lesser Golden-Plovers made an early appear- 
ance in upstate New York, with two at Ham- 
lin Mar. 30 (J. Browning, CCa, DT), three at 
the Savannah Mucklands near Montezuma 

Apr. 6 (AF), and seven over the Mt. Pleasant 
hawkwatch Apr. 7 (NB). Up to 30 were at 
Bombay Hook Apr. 4-18 (v.o.), and a few 
were at Pedricktown, Salem, NJ, in early 
April. A total of four other was at Brig. and 
Cape May in May, while Jamaica Bay held 
one May 2 (RKu) and three May 16 (R. 
Adamo et al.). Two Am. Oystercatchers flew 
by Artificial I., Apr. 17, a first for Salem, and 
the farthest ever up the Delaware Bayshore of 

New Jersey (JKM, JDa). 
Sixteen Black-necked Stilts were the first 

arrivals at Little Cr., Apr. 11 (APE, GKH), 
while a single at Thousand Acre Marsh was 
only the 2nd record for New Castle, DE, Apr 
18 (WJW). A pair of Black-necked Stilts re- 
turned late April to Tinicum Nat'l Environ- 
mental Center, Philadelphia, where they 
have attempted to nest for the past 2 years 
(fide AH), and a single was on the Conojo- 
hela Flats at Washington Boro, Lancaster, 
PA, May 22 (JB, JHe). In New Jersey two 
stilts were early at Brig., Apr. 9 (refuge staff), 
and a single was seen there May 23-24 (GWe 
et aL). Another was at Bridgeton, Cumber- 
landApr. 21 (D. Rebeck), and a single at 
Stone Harbor May 9 (fide PS). North of their 
Delaware stronghold, the only Am. Avocets 
were single at Brig., May 25 (LLa, RD) and 
an unusually high spring total of 14 there 
May 29 into June (m.ob.). 

A Willet was also a good find for Pennsyl- 
vania on the Conojohela Flats with the 
Black-necked Stilt May 22 (JB, JHe). Ten 
Upland Sandpipers were at the FAA Tech 
Center near Atlantic City May 29 (JDa), but 
there were few reports of migrants. A Whim- 
brel, in addition to being rare inland, was un- 
usually' early at Pedricktown Mar. 28 (F 
Crowley); another local first was a flock of 
five Whimbrels over the Bashakill May 16 
(JPT, Mearns Bird Club). 

The first spring HudsonMan Godwits in 5 
years were found this season in 4 different 
spots. One was present May 18-22 at a pond 
in the middle of a housing development in 
Roxbury, Morris (DH), which had held an 
even greater rarity in April (see Gulls). An- 
other HudsonMan was at Brig., May 26 (JDa) 
and a 3rd at Assunpink May 28 (TBa), where 
it is also very rare. In upstate New York, an 
HudsonMan Godwit was a rare find at 

Tonawanda W.M.A., May 23 (C. House) 
Another spring rarity, Marbled Godwit was 
found for the first time in 4 years, with an in- 
dividual at Shinnecock Inlet, Suffblk, L.I, 
Apr. 6-26 (PGi, m.ob.) and another at Ja- 
maica Bay May 8-18 (m.ob.). 

A May 9 Ruddy Turnstone furnished an 
unusual record for Beltzville L., Carbon, PA, 

at any season (RW), while one to six Sander- 
lings at L. Erie S.P., Chautauqua, NY, were 
the first in spring in more than 20 years for 
the Niagara Frontier Region (J. Flory). A 
White-rumped Sandpiper was a displaced 
early migrant Apr. 23 at Martinsburg, Lew•s, 
NY, 35 mie. of L. Ontario (BH); a flock of 
150 at Mannington Marsh May 20 was on 
time, but exceptionally large (WDa). Anoth- 
er exceedingly rare spring migrant, a Baird's 
Sandpiper, was independently found and 
identified by 2 observers at Montezuma May 
17 (ABy, AF). 

Four Purple Sandpipers on the sunken 
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barges at Artificial I., Apr. 18, provided an- 
other of the many firsts for Salem, NJ, this 
spring (TBa). A Curlew Sandpiper was at 
Nummy I., Cape May May 7 (NB) and an- 
other at Brig. from May 26 for several days 
(JDa etal.). In Delaware two were at Bombay 
Hook May 16 (BC, CCb), one at Port 
Mahon May 25 (P. Dumont), and another at 
the nearby Little Cr. impoundments June 3 
(BP). 

Ruffs made a much better showing at 
Pedricktown this year, with about eight birds 
(five Ruffs, three Reeves) Mar. 28-May 8, the 
latter date being the first record there for 
May (RKa). The Bombay Hook-Little Cr. 
area did almost as well, with at least five from 

Apr. 9 into May; another was farther s. at 
Prime Hook N.W.R. May 7-18 (WWF). 
Other New Jersey records came from Turkey 
Pt., Cumberland Apr. 29 (GHa, JZ), and 
Brig. May 18-20 (E Lesser, RD), but the best 
sighting of a Ruff was at Montezuma May 
15-16, where it is rare at any time (G. Wool- 
ford et al.). 

Up to five Long-billed Dowitchers, a 
species of ill-defined status in the Region in 
spring, were at Wildwood Crest, Cape May 
Mar. l-Apr. 9 (VE, DSi), and were reported 
by Gustafson and Peterjohn to be regular at 
Bombay Hook and Little Cr., Mar. 15-Apr. 
25, with a peak of 50 at Little Cr., Mar. 28 
(MG, BP). Twelve Wilson's Phalaropes were 
at Bombay Hook May 9 (v.o.), but there were 
only 4 other reports of singles at Goshen 
Landing May 14 and Wildwood Crest May 
16-17 (both Cape May); Jamaica Bay May 
12; and Montezuma May 25. A Red-necked 
Phalarope was at Montezuma May 10-17 
(AF, ABy, DSh); one at Brig. May 23-24; and 
another off Indian R. on the May 24 pelagic 
trip. Two others were seen well offshore on 
the May 30 pelagic trip, as were five Red 
Phalaropes. 

JAEGERS TO ALCIDS 

The easterly winds in May brought a few 
jaegers close to shore to harass the shearwa- 
ters. Among them were a Poma fine Jaeger at 
Cape May May 20-22 (m.ob.), and Parasitic 
Jaegers at Nummy I. May 6, Democrat Pt. 
May 9, and Cape May, May 20-29. The May 
24 pelagic trip produced an imm. Pomafine 
Jaeger off Indian R., the first photographic 
record for Delaware (v.o., ph. APE). As it did 
with tubenoses, the May 30 pelagic trip to 
the Hudson Canyon produced excellent re- 
sults with 12 Pomafine and one to two Para- 

sitic jaegers, plus three to four S. Polar Skuas 
(m.ob.) 

A Laughing Gull was early and out of 
place at Conowingo Pond Mar. 8 (RMS) and 
another was at Beltzville L. May 9 (RW, BS). 
Another Laughing Gull was a good find at 
Buffalo May 9 (D. DiTomasso, W. Watson), 

as was one along the Hudson R., Albany, NY, 
May 30 (fide AMa). An ad. Franklids Gull 
was found among Ring-billed Gulls on the 
lower Susquehanna R., Lancaster, PA, near 
the Pennsylvania-Maryland line Apr. 17 
(RMS, LLe) and another was found under 
similar circumstances at Harvey's L., Luzerne 
Apr. 17-18, a first for n.e. Pennsylvania (J. 
Skinner, WR, E. Johnson). Another ad. 
Franklins Gull was a first for Morris, NJ, at 
the previously noted pond in Roxbury, 
which also had a pair of Caspian Terns the 
same day (DH etal.); yet another was a first 
for Middlesex, NJ, at Dayton Apr. 26 (TBa). 
There are fewer than 10 acceptable records 
for New Jersey. 

Pacific Loen at Manas,quan Inlet, New Jersey, on 
March 9, 1992. Photograph/Alan Brady. 

Little Gulls numbers were above average, 
and included a number of inland records. 

Only one was seen in Delaware, at Little Cr. 
May 10 (APE), but several were at Artificial I. 
in April and May (m.ob.) and up to eight 
were at several spots in CapeMayfrom Reeds 
Beach to Cape May Pt. during March 
(m.ob.). An aduk spent the day at an irriga- 
tion pond at a nursery in Medford, Burling- 
ton, NJ, Apr. 11, for a first county record (K. 
Faust), and two adults at L. Musconetcong, 
Morris-Sussex, NJ, Apr. 10, furnished first 
records for both counties (lB, FT). Three at 
Liberty S.P. May 9 (T. Proctor) and two on 
Long Island in March were normal, as was a 
peak of 26 on the Niagara R. Apr. 13, but a 
single at Long Point S.P., Cayuga L. Apr. 25, 
was only the 7th for the area (NB). 

Several Corn. Black-headed Gulls were 

seen during March and April along the lower 
Susquehanna R., where the first record for 
Lancaster was found in February, and one 
was with the Franklins Gull Apr. 17. Else- 
where sightings were relatively few, with 3 in 
Delaware, 3 at Artificial I., and 3-5 at Cape 
May in March, and a few on Long Island. 
Notable inland reports came from Palmyra, 
Burlington, NJ, Mar. 1-2 (TBa), and Cayuga 
L. May 10 (ABy). A Thayer's Gull was at the 
Colonie, Albany, NY, landfill Mar. 5 (RGu), 
an•l the previously noted bird was at the 
Moses-Saunders Dam Mar. 8 (BDL). 

Iceland, Lesser Black-backed, and Glau- 

cous gulls were all reported in good numbers, 
some of them lingering quite late, such as 

Iceland Gulls at Cape May May 16, and 
Reeds Beach May 19, and three Lesser Black- 
backeds at Cape May May 20. A single ad. 
Black-legged Kittiwake was seen on the May 
30 pelagic trip. 

Four Royal Terns were early at Cape Hen- 
lopen Apr. 18 (WWF), and numerous others 
were around Cape May in May. A pair of 
Roseate Terns was with Corn. Terns at Cape 
May from May 16 (DSi, J. Walsh et al.), and 
several Arctic Terns were seen on the May 30 
pelagic trip. Forster's Terns are very rare in- 
land in spring, so individuals at Ithaca, NY, 
Apr. 19-20 & 26 were noteworthy (JW). 
Black Terns were found in somewhat better 
numbers than has been the case in recent 

years. In New Jersey, one was at L. Musconet- 
cong May 3 (TH), two at Mannington 
Marsh, May 14 (WDa), and a single at As- 
sunpink May 17 (TBa), plus several at Brig. 
during the month. Pennsylvania's only report 
came from Beltzville L. May 31 (JHo, PE, 
BLM). About seven were found on Long Is* 
land, but upstate New York had some sizable 
flocks of up to 50 at Cape Vincent May 28, 
24 near Brownville, Jeerson May 31, and 14 
at Montezuma in late May. 

An oil spill in the Mecox-East Hampton 
area of Sufj31k, L.I., Mar. 8 and for several 
days after, left many dead alcids and other 
seabirds. Picked up alive were six Thick- 
billed and 23 Corn. tourres, 39 Razorbills, 
one Dovekie, and one Black Guillemot. Two 
to four Razorbills continued to entertain 

birders at Manasquan Inlet well into March, 
and the peak number there was 15 on Mar. 2 
(AK). Two Black Guillemots were at Breezy 
Pt., Brooklyn Mar. 28 (G. Davis). The high- 
light of the season on the alcid scene was the 
eight Atlantic Puffins seen on the May 30 
pelagic trip, including one full adult on that 
record-late date (m.ob., ph. ABr). 

OWLS TO SHRIKES 

A'Snowy Owl s. of Broadkill Beach, DE, 
Mar. 21 was a surprise since there had been 
none in the state during the winter (D. Kech, 
WWF). The Snowy that wintered in Fo- 
gelsville, Lehigh, PA, stayed until Apr. 4, 
while up to four Snowy Owls fed on the same 
concentration of gulls and waterfowl at the 
n. end of Cayuga L. that attracted the Gyrfal- 
con through at least Apr. I (JW, m.ob.). Late 
Lingering Snowys were in ]e•rson and St. 
Lawrence, NY, to mid-May. One of two pre- 
viously unreported N. Hawk Owls that win- 
tered at De Peyster, St. Lawrence, NY, was 
present until about Mar. 23, while the Great 
Gray Owl near Jamestown, Chautauqua, 
NY, was last seen Mar. 9. Long-eared Owls 
near Vincentown (B. Tischner), and 
Chatsworth (TBa, WDa et al.), Burlington, 
NJ, during May were probable nesters. 

A Red-bellied Woodpecker in Clinton, 
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Atlantic Puffin found 55 miles east of Bamegat 
Ught, New Jersey, on the late date of May 30, 
1992. Photograph/Alan Brady. 

NY, May 14 was a first county record as this 
species continues to expand N (B. Krueger). 
Three-toed Woodpecker was again at Ferd's 
Bog, Hamilton, NY, during May, and Black- 
backed Woodpecker was at several locations 
nearby (GL), as well as at the Five Ponds 
Wilderness Area in St. Lawrence, in May (P. 
O'Shea). A very early E. Wood-Pewee was at 
a golf course in Ithaca, NY, Apr. 15 (NB) and 
an E. Kingbird was almost as early in the 
Ithaca area, Apr. 20 (AF). Another E. King- 
bird was ahead of schedule at Emmaus, 

Lehigh, PA, also Apr. 20 (JHo). A W. King- 
bird was a flyby at the Mt. Pleasant hawk- 
watch Apr. 13 (S. Isenberg, ABy, NB), while 
spring vagrant Sdssor-tailed Flycatchers 
were at Cape May May 4 (fide PS) and at 
Gilgo, SuJ•lk, L.I. May21 (D. Mizrahi). 

Swallows clearly suffered from the cold, 
wet weather, as numbers of most species were 
down and nesting Tree Swallows suffered se- 
vere egg losses in upstate New York; Barn 
Swallows failed to nest at the Allendale, NJ, 
Celery Farm for the first time in 40 years 
(ST). Common Raven, on the other hand, 
almost certainly nested at Yards Cr., Warren, 
NJ, where several birds were present 
throughout the period after having spent the 
fall and winter there as well. Other reports of 
nesting ravens came from many places in up- 
state New York, including Allegany, Albany, 
and Oswego, among others. 

A Sedge Wren was at Heislerville W.M.A., 
Cumberland, NJ, Mar. 20 (JDo), and anoth- 
er at Mad Horse Cr., May 14 (WDa). At least 
one was at Bombay Hook Apr. 18 (M. Lit- 
tle), and several were in the Port Mahon-Lit- 
tie Creek area in .May. Only one report was 
received in w. New York, where the species 
may no longer breed •fide RGS). Eastern 
Bluebirds suffered severe mortality from the 
late May frosts in w. New York; Rich Wells, 
who monitors 125 boxes in Erie and Catta- 

raugus, had 18 nests with young during the 
last week of May. Thirteen of the 18 lost all 
the young, while the remaining five fledged 
11 of 21. 

The only Bohemian Waxwings were in 
upstate New York. with up to 90 at the 
Moses-Saunders Dam in early March (BDL) 
and 12 at Peru, Clinton Mar. 7 (C. & J. 

Hess). The banner winter season for N. 
Shrikes produced many holdovers into the 
spring, including two in New Jersey in 
March and a late individual still at Peace Val- 

ley, PA, Mar. 30 (AMi). In upstate New York, 
there were numerous reports through the 
2nd week in April. A Loggerhead Shrike was 
a highlight ofa Genesee Ornithological Soci- 
ety trip to Oak Orchard W.M.A., Genesee, 
NY, Apr. 4 (fide RGS). 

VIREOS TO WARBLERS 

A Yellow-throated Vireo was exceptionally 
early at Artificial I., Apr. 12 (S. Stepanski, K. 
Snow). Philadelphia Vireos were at Burling- 
ton I., Burlngton, NJ May 23 (WDa), Cen- 
tral Pk., New York City May 14-15, and Ja- 
maica Bay May 24 (RKu). A number of re- 
ports from upstate New York included four 
banded by Brooks at the Manitou banding 
station near Rochester (EB). Golden-winged 
Warbler was a good find for Delaware at 
Wilmington, May 6-10 (JWR, MVB, D. 
Miller), and a Brewster's hybrid was at 
Brandywine Creek S.P. for the 3rd year in a 
row May 9 (R. Kelly). Among the numerous 
other reports of Blue-winged-Golden- 
winged hybrids, most of which were in New 
Jersey, were a Brewster's at Jacobsburg S.P., 
Northampton, PA, May 9 (T. Master), anoth- 
er at Tonawanda Indian Reservation, Gene- 

see, NY, for a 3rd year (D. Roberson), and a 
Lawrence's Warbler at Tinicum May 5 (E. 
Fingerhoood). 

After a strong winter showing, there were 
more spring Orange-crowned Warblers than 
usual. Individuals were at Brig., Apr. 19 
(KT), Netcong, Morris, NJ, Apr. 22 (TH), 
and Emmaus, Lehigh May 15 (JHo). One 
was banded at Gilgo, L.I., May 3 (ROP), and 
there were numerous reports from the Onei- 
da L. Basin and Genesee Regions of upstate 
New York. Yellow-throated Warblers were 

found at Green Lane Res., May 2 (m.ob.) 
and at Peace Valley Nature Center May 15 
(R. French); as this species slowly expands its 
range up the Delaware Valley, more sightings 
from surrounding areas can be expected. A 
Yellow-throated Warbler at Aurora, Cayuga, 
NY, Apr. 25-26, was one of about a dozen 
records for the Cayuga L. Basin (NB, AF, 
ABy). 

A Prairie Warbler was out of range at 
Crown Pt. S.P., Essex May 13 (JMCP etal.), 
while a Cerulean Warbler along the Ausable 
R. May 26, was a first, though not unexpect- 
ed, record for Clinton, NY (J. & R. Heintz). 
This species, too, is increasing along the 
Delaware Valley and up the Hudson R. and 
L. Champlain Basins as well; they seemed to 
be everywhere in n.w. New Jersey this spring 
(m.ob.), but were missing from Ridley Cr. 
S.P., Delaware, PA. An Am. Redstart was an 

early visitor to Syracuse Apr. 24 (P. DeBene- 

dictis). 
Three different Prothonotary Warblers in 

n. Delaware late April could represent a 
range expansion (APE); the species breeds 
commonly in s. Delaware and across the river 
in s.w. New Jersey. A singing male at Unami 
Creek Valley, Montgomery, PA, May 18, was 
a good local record. The bird of the season in 
New Jersey was a singing c• Swainsons War- 
bler discovered at Highee Beach, Cape May 
May 9, and observed (with difficulty) by nu- 
merous birders through the following after- 
noon (DSi, v.o., ph. KS). There are only two 
banding records for the state, and a few pre- 
vious sight records, none of which have been 
accepted by the N.J.B.R.C.. 

A N. Waterthrush was banded at the Man- 

itou station near Rochester on the early date 
of Apr. 20 (EB) and a Kentucky Warbler was 
a rare find for the Cayuga L. Basin at Aurora 
May 22 (K. David). Another Kentucky en- 
tertained many observers at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point. Quite unexpected 
was a Connecticut Warbler at Centerville, 

New Castle, DE, May 4 (E. & S. Speck), but 
Mourning Warblers were found in the usual 
small numbers over much of the Region; 18 
banded at Manitou confirms that a good 
many escape detection by birders. 

TANAGERS TO FINCHES 

A Summer Tanager was a rarity for Lancaster, 
PA, at Marietta Apr. 25-30 (JHe, JB), while 
about nine in the New York City area was a 
bit more than usual. A c• W. Tanager visiting 
feeders at New Lissbon, Burlington, NJ, for 
several days from May 10 was molting into 
breeding plumage (L Little). There were a 
couple of tantalizing reports of Black-headed 
Grosbeak in the Cape May area in early May, 
but neither was confirmed. Seven early Indi- 
go Buntings showed up at a Wyncote, PA, 
feeder Apr. 17, 3 days before the first arrival 
at Cape May. 

One of the two Dickcissels that wintered 

near Ft. Elfsborg, Salem, NJ, was still present 
in May; other May birds were at feeders in 
Swainton, Cape May, and New Milford, 
Bergen. The wintering Clay-colored Sparrow 
at Assunpink was still present into April, 
when it was reportedly joined by a 2nd bird. 
A Clay-colored was at a Chester, PA, feeder 
for one day in late March, and a male was 
singing at Oak Hill, Lancaster, PA, for several 
days from Apr. 26 (RMS et al.). The Lark 
Sparrow wintering with the Clay-colored 
Sparrow at Assunpink was last seen Apr. 25 
(R. Blair), and another was briefly seen at the 
Dickcissel site in Salem Apr. 26 (LLa, WDa 
etaL). More remarkable was a group of four 
to five at Webster, Monroe, NY, Apr. 12 (T. 
Clark). 

Fifty-five Grasshopper Sparrows counted 
at the EA.A. Tech. Center May 29, was an 
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•mpress•ve total (JDa), and some other s•ze- 
able populations were found during the sum- 
mer. Three Henslow's Sparrows arrived in 
Chautauqua, NY, May 17 (Buffalo Ornitho- 
logical Society), and 12 were late arrivals fur- 
ther e. at Letchworth S.P., Livingston (RGS). 

The appearance of two LeConte's Spar- 
rows in the Region last winter was considered 
extraordinary; this spring there were an un- 
precedented 6 reports of LeConte's Spar- 
rows, including at least one from each state. 
An individual at Delaware City Mar. 21 was 
the 2nd record for Delaware, following close- 
ly on the winter's first (J. Janowski, B. Lantz), 
while the first for e. Pennsylvania was present 
at Struble L., Chester, from April 15 to at 
least the 27th (m.ob., ph. Rbi). The LeCon- 
te's present at Overpeck Pk., Bergen, NJ, 
s•nce November was last reported Mar. 28, 
and another was one day only at Higbee 
Beach, Cape May Apr. 21 (JDo). A LeCon- 
te's Sparrow at Nine Mile Pt., Oswego, NY, 
May 7-8, was the first for the Oneida L. 
Basin (GS, M. Koeneke, S. Adair), while an- 
other was well-described at Saw Mill Cr., 
Staten Island, NY, May 22, where direct 
comparison with Sharp-tailed Sparrow was 
possible (C. Aquila, C. Alderson). 

A Lincoln's Sparrow was singing at 
Brandywine Cr. S.P., DE, Mar. 8-10 (APE) 
and another hung around a Princeton, NJ, 
yard for two weeks, May 4-17 (M. & T. 
Southerland). Cape May} first Harris' Spar- 
row was a surprise at Higbee Beach May 3 
(RC, RBa, J. Usewicz); most of the state's 
records are from the fall or winter, but there 

are two previous sightings in May. Three dif- 
ferent reports were received of meadowlarks 
•dentified by song as W. Meadowlarks, all 
from w. New York, where there are many 
such records. One was near Ithaca Mar. 30 

(A. Finney), another at Pembroke, Genesee 
May 9-12 (G. Searoans, m.ob.), and the last 
at Pt. Breeze, Orleans from May 16 (DSh, 
m.ob.). 

Yellow-headed Blackbirds appeared in 
each of the 4 states of the Region. An ad. 
male was near Buck, Lancaster, PA, Mar. 18 

(RMS), and another was along Route 9, near 
Taylor's Bridge, Kent, DE, the following day 
(NP). Several were in the productive Ft. Elfs- 
borg area, with a peak of four males Mar. 29 
(RKa, WDa), and a single was at Brig. May 
20. A male at a Peru feeder Mar. 13 was a first 

for Clinton, NY (D. & I. Lacombe), and the 
last visited a Latham, Albany, feeder for sev- 
eral days in mid-April. 

The last of the 12 or so Brewer's Black- 

birds wintering near Ft. Elfsborg was seen 
Apr. 26 (WDa). Five were in Drumore 
Township, Lancaster, PA, Mar. 17 (RMS, 
LLe), while the 6 New York reports of one to 
three birds came mainly from upstate loca- 
tions, such as Pompey, Onondaga; Phoenix, 

Oswego; Cayuga, Cayuga; Mecklenburg, 
Seneca; and Hamlin, Monroe. The most un- 

usual was a single in Sullivan Mar. 11-15 
(Sullivan Co. Audubon Soc., JPT). 

Following an essentially finchless winter, 
there were a few surprises. A pair of Red 
Crossbills in the pines at Camp Arrowhead, 
Sussex, DE, May 9 may well haye nested or 
been looking for a nest site (P. Beach, G. Wit- 
treich). Two 52 White-winged Crossbills 
near Fogelsville, Lehigh, PA, Mar. 8 on the 
other hand were just passing through (PE). 
After being absent for most of the winter, 
Corn. Redpolls appeared at numerous spots 
in upstate New York and lingered into mid- 
April; among a group at Ogdensburg, St. 
Lawrence, was a Hoary Redpoll Mar. 13-14 
(P. Kelly). 

EXOTICS 

The escaped Corn. Crane that first created a 
stir in Dutchess last spring has been wander- 
ing around upstate New York ever since, and 
was seen near Livonia, Livingston, in late 
April. Monk Parakeets, which are reported 
with increasing frequency since they were ex- 
terminated in the late 1970s, appeared at 
Liberty S.P., Huahon, and Johnson Pk., Mid- 
dlesex, NJ, during the period. A Eur. 
Goldfinch was a colorful visitor to an Albany, 
NY, feeder from December to March. 

Observers (Subregional compilers in bold- 
face): Ken Able, Robert Andrle (Buffalo 
area), John Askildsen (Lower Hudson Valley, 
NY: 202 Millertown Rd., Bedford, NY, 

10506), Scott Angus, Peter Bacinsld (coastal 
NJ: 260 Page Ave., Lyndhurst, NJ, 07071), 
Tom Bailey (TBa), Bob Barber, M. V. Barn- 
hill, Irving Black (n.e. NJ: Eagle Rock Vil- 
lage, Bldg. 26, Apt. 8B, Budd Lake, NJ, 
07828), R. J. Blicharz, Bob Boehm (BBo), 
Frank Bonnano (Rockland, NY: 71 Richard 
Court, Pomona, NY, 10970), Jerry Book, 
Alan Brady, Dennis Briede, Ned Brinkley 
(Cayuga Basin, NY), Elizabeth Brooks, T. W 
Burke (New York Rare Bird Alert), Adam 
Byrne (ABy), Colin Campbell (CCb), Car- 
olyn Cass (CCa), Lee B. Chamberlaine (St. 
Lawrence Region, NY: P.O. Box 139, Hen- 
derson, NY, 13650), Barry Cooper, Kevin 
Crilley, Richard Crossley, K. L. Crowell, 
William D'Anna (WDn), John Danzenbaker 
(JDa), Ward Dasey (WDa, s.w. NJ: 29 Ark 
Road, Medford, NJ, 08055), Mike Davids, 
Bruce Di Labio, Rich Ditch, Jeff Dodge 
(JDg), Jim Dowdell (JDo), Pete Dunne 
(PDu), A. P. Ednie (New Castle and Kent, 
DE: 59 Lawson Ave., Claymont, DE, 
19703), Vincent Elia, Peggy England, Brett 
Ewald, Steve Farbotnick, Andy Farnsworth, 
G. A. Franchois, W. W. Frech (Sussex', DE: 
Carr. Rt. 3, Box 1144, Lewes, DE, 19958), 
G L Freed, Don Freiday, William Gallagher, 

Paul Gfilen, Bill Glaser, Laurie Goodrich, K. 
C. Griffith (Genesee Region, NY: 61 Grand- 
view Lane, Rochester, NY, 14612), Joe Gula, 
Sr. & Jr., Mary Gustafson, Richard Guthrie, 
Barb & Frank Haas, Robert Hagar, Tom Hal- 
liwell, Greg Hanisek (GHa, n.w. NJ: 4 Mar- 
nel Rd., Phillipsburg, NJ, 08865), Jonathan 
Heller (JHe), Bob Henrickson, G. K. Hess, 
Armas Hill, Jason Horn (JHo), Gene Hug- 
gins (GHu, Oneida Lake Basin, NY: 1065 
Westmoreland, Syracuse, NY, 13210), Rich 
Kane (RKa), Kevin Karlson, Nerses Kazan- 
jian, Paul Kerlinger, Arlene Koch, Robert 
Kurtz (RKu), Bruce Lantz, Laurie Larson 
(LLa, n.c. NJ: 90 N. Stanworth Dr., Prince- 
ton, NJ, 08540), Tony Lauro, Gary Lee, 
Larry Lewis (LLe), Alan A. Mapes (Hudson- 
Mohawk Region, NY: Fiver Rivers Center, 
Game Farm Road, Delmar, NY, 12054), 
Robert Marcotte (RMa), Mearns Bird Club, 
Fred Mears, C. K. Melin, (Finger Lakes Re- 
gion, NY: 449 Irish Settlement Rd., Freeville, 
NY, 13068),J. K. Meritt, Tom Miller (TMi), 
Randy Miller (RMi), August Mirabella, B. L. 
Morris (e. PA: 825 Muhlenberg St., Allen- 
town, PA, 18104), Terry Mosher (TMo), Bill 
& Naomi Murphy, Mike NewIon, Michael 
O'Brien, Bruce Peterjohn, J. M. C. Peterson 
(Adirondack-Champlain Region, NY: Dis- 
covery Farm, RD 1, Elizabethtown, NY, 
12932), Lee Pierson, Vivian Pitzrick, Nick 
Pulcinella, William Reid (n.e. PA: 73 W. Ross 
St., Wilkes-Barre, PA, 18702), Rochester 
Birding Association, J. J. Ruscica, J. W. Rus- 
sell, Steve Santner (SSa), Sy Schiff (Long Is- 
land: 603 Mead Terrace, S. Hempstead, NY, 
11550), R. M. Schutsky, Alan Schreck, Do- 
minic Sherony (DSh), Ellen Short, David 
Sibley (DSi), Brad Silfies, Gerry Smith, R. G 
Spahn (Genesee Ornithological Society), 
Sullivan County Audubon Society, Clay Sut- 
ton, Pat Sutton, Joe Swertinski, Fred Tetlow, 
Stiles Thomas, Ken Tischner, Neil Thorpe, J. 
P. Tramontano (Orange and Sullivan, NY 
Orange Co. Community College, Middle- 
town, NY, 10940), Donna Traver, Ed Treacy, 
Steve Walter, Dave Ward (DWa), William 
Watson (WWa), W. J. Wayne, George Wen- 
zelburger, David White (DWh), Rick 
Wiltraut, Eric Witmer, Al Wollin (Long Is- 
land: 4 Meadow Lane, Rockville Center, NY, 

11570), Brian & Mary Wood (BMW), R. P 
Yunick, Jim Zamos. Many other observers 
who sent reports to us or their Regional com- 
pilers could not be listed, but their contribu- 
tions are gratefully acknowledged.-- 
WILLIAM J. BOYLE, JR., 12 Glenwood 
Rd., Denville, NJ, 07834; ROBERT O 
PAXTON, 460 Riverside Dr., Apt. 72, New 
York, NY, 10027; and DAVID A. CUTLER, 

1110 Rock Creek Dr., Wyncote, PA, 19095. 
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MIDDLEATLAHTIC 
COAST REGION 
Henry T. Armistead 

After a mild winter many birds showed up 
early in March and early April. Then the rest 
of the spring was cold, resulting in many 
species lingering. There was some frost near 
the coast May 21-22! 

The remarkable transformation of the 

Chesapeake Bay into a semi-maritime area, 
which seems to have started several years ago, 
is colorfully described by Reese: "It was defi- 
nitely the season of the pelagics Red- 
throated Loons, gannets, eiders, Purple 
Sandpipers, pelicans, zillions of cormorants 
all in the Chesapeake. Watermen reported to 
me that many days they would see 3-10 
whales, some days hundreds of gannets. 
Lions mane jellyfish were thicker than our 
native sea nettles in summer, while sea grapes 
clogged oyster beds and equipment. I found 
fiddler and white-fingered mud crabs around 
the shorelines, fishermen here caught hake, 
seahorses, Spanish mackerel, sea robins, and 
northern puffers. Furthermore March-May 
was one of the coldest in history with each 
successive month averaging further below 
normal than the preceding month. June is 
following suit so far." The Bay has always 
been somewhat maritime. Now it is even 

more so. Several humpback whales wandered 
up the Bay to north of Annapolis! 

Another feature of this season was what 

was probably the best spring coverage ever of 
coastal areas, especially in lY/brcester, Mary- 
land. Our problem has been, and still is this: 
very few active birders are resident near the 
coast or even on the Eastern Shore. 
The lion's share of substantial re- 

portage comes from ringers from 
the city weekending at the shore. 
This year several unusual individ- 
ual birds located in winter on the 

coast were tracked through the 
course of the season and deter- 

mined to be overwintering: Clay- 
colored Sparrow, Painted Bunting, 
Orange-crowned Warbler, Brew- 
er's Blackbird, etc. Usually coastal 
CBC birds languish unseen for the 
rest of the season. 

• Assat. (Assateague L, 
MD); Balt. (Baltimore, MD); the 
Bay (Chesapeake Bay); Black. 
(Blackwater Nat'l Wildlip Ref., 
MD); C.B.B.T. (Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge & Tunnel, VA); Chinc. 
(Chincot, ague Nat• Wildli• Ref., 
VA); Craney (Craney Island Dispos- 

al Area, Portsmouth, VA); D.C. (lY•shington, 
D.C.); Deal (Deal L W.M.A., MD); 
E.N.N.W.R. (Eastern Neck Nat'l. Wildli• 
Ref., Kent, MD); E.S. (Eastern Shore of MD or 
VA); E.S.V.N.W.R. (Eastern Shore of VA 
NatZ Wildli• Ref., VA); Fish. I. (Fisherman 
&land Nat• Wildli• Ref., VA); Hart (Hart & 
Miller Islands, Baltimore Co., MD); Kipt. 
(l•ptopeke, VA); Loch Raven (Loch Raven 
Res. n. of Bait.); M.O.S. (Maryland Ornitho- 
logical Society Statewide Spring Bird Count, 
May 9, with 14 of 22 regional counties plus 
D. C. reporting as of press time); ovw ( overwin- 
tered; S.P.S.P. (Sandy Point State Park near 
Annapolis, MD). Place names in italics are 
counties. Dates in italics represent banded 
birds. 

LOONS TO IBISES 

Interesting records of Red-throated Loon in 
Maryland included highs of 500 at Assat Apr. 
5 (MO, MLH) and 300, an astronomical 
count by upper Bay standards, at Governor 
Run, Calvert, Apr. 6 (MD. One at Black 
May 9 was new for that refuge (HTA) and 
two at Seneca on the Potomac R. May 17 
were late (MAT). Most of the best Com. 
Loon counts were in Maryland away from 
the coast, such as 95 at Loch Raven Apr. 22 
(SWS), 79 at Ellicott City Apr. 9 (BO) and 
78 at N. Beach, Calvert, Apr. 9 (JLS) and 43 
at Mason Neck S.P. in VA near D.C. Apr. 19 
(EMW). Both loons lingered later than usual 
with as many as 33 still in the Cobb-Wreck 
Is., VA, area May 13 (SCR). At Huntley 
Meadows County Pk., Fair•x, VA, a careful- 
ly scrutinized fresh water marsh near D.C., 
two broods of Pied-billed Grebes were seen, 

including an adult with five young Apr. 22 
(ER) and another with two young June 15 
(KH). Horned Grebes continue to be in 

modest numbers with 132 seen from a boat 

at the mouth of the Choptank R. on the E.S. 
of Maryland along with 19 N. Gannets Apr. 
8 (JGR, DM) and only three seen May 9 
(M.O.S.). Unique was a Red-necked Grebe 
at Ocean City Mar. 3 (JHK, SHD). 

There were some superlative pelagic trips 
with results such as 18 N. Fulmars but only 
213 N. Gannets off Ocean City Mar. 1 (GS 
et al.). A later trip in this area recorded three 
fulmars, 200 Red-throated and 63 Corn. 
Loons, a Manx, and 11 Sooty Shearwaters 
plus ten Wilson's Storm-Petrels, 47 gannets, 
and 15 Brown Pelicans Apr. 25 (GS et al.). 
Another venture from Rudee Inlet, Virginia 
Beach, VA, found a Black-capped Petrel (7th 
state record), a Leach's and 109 Wilson's 
Storm-Petrels, a late N. Gannet, 100 Sooty, 
four Cory's and four Greater Shearwaters 
May 30 (DFA, BT, BP, NB, KHB et al.). In 
late May it is often possible to see Sooty 
Shearwaters from shore and this year pro- 
duced excellent results: 23 at Chinc. plus 
seven at Ocean City May 21 along with six 
lingering gannets (RH, OJ). Six were seen 
from C.B.B.T. May 20 in company with six 
Wilson's Storm-Petrels and 35 gannets 
(SCR, MC, NB). Singles were also seen May 
12 & 17 from Wreck, Hog and Cobb Is., re- 
mote E.S. of Virginia barrier islands (SCR, 
HG, MC). Northern Gannets have been 
making more and more of a presence far up 
the Bay and were in record numbers this 
spring as well as showing up earlier. Portlock 
found 138 in the Tangier I., VA, area Mar 24, 
several seen regurgitating large, 10-13-inch 
menhaden. Stasz had huge Bay counts at N. 
Beach again, where they were present Mar. 9 
(nine) until Apr. 17 (12) with highs of 257 
on Mar. 11, 218 on Mar. 17, and 231 on Mar. 

18. This is 110 miles from the sea! Eighty 
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were seen from Wenona at Deal Apr. 4 (ILS). 
Three were seen in Hm3$ra• ME), waters 
from Betterton, Kent Mar. 14 (ILS, MI), 150 
miles from the Bay mouth as the crow flies, 
175 or more as the gannet flies. These spec- 
tacular birds also penetrated Potomac R. wa- 
ters and seven were seen from Charles, ME), 
in the Wicomico R. and at Cobb's I., Mar. 15 
(ILS, GJ) with one there from Rock Pt. May 
11 (GJ) and four from two spots downriver 
in St. Mary,, Mar. 25 (RFR). Twelve were 
seen from shore at Bellevue, ME), Apr. 11, 7 
mi into the Choptank R. from the Bay prop- 
er (HTA, PRS). At C.B.B.T. 800, not an es- 
pecially large count for this location, were 
seen Mar. 14 along with five small humpback 
whales from the comfort of the front seat of a 

van (HTA, LA). Gannets also lingered later 
and in larger numbers than ever before along 
the coast: 3 imm. gannets were at C.B.B.T. 
May 26 (PWS etal.), five at Chinc. May 31 
(DFA, KHB) and Rottenborn saw two at 
Hog I., Northampton, VA, June 4. 

American White Pelicans made an excel- 

lent showing in VA with five at Hog I., Surry 
on the James R., Mar. 15-Apr. 5 with one still 
present May 3 (BW, SCR, GW, BT et al.). 
One was at Chinc. during March (C & 
MH), one at Craney May 9 (JCB), and--get 
this--a pair at Fish I. May-June was "acting 
territorial' (SCR, HG) in the neighborhood 
of the big Brown Pelican colony there. In 
Maryland a Brown Pelican was seen up the 
Bay in Pocomoke Sound May 23 Oqde CRV) 
and along the coast 75 plus 2000 Double- 
crested Cormorants were at Ocean City Apr. 
25 (JGR). One hundred and five were on 
hand for the Hampton Roads, VA, spring 
bird count May 9 (TK et aL), their previous 
high 12. Great Cormorants stay later each 
year and nine were in the Fish I./C.B.B.T. 
area as late as May 20 (SCR, MC, NB), one 
was at Ocean City May 22 (MO, MLH) and 
singles were in St. Marys and Dorchester May 
9 (M.O.S.). Good totals of Double-crested 
Cormorants away from the coast were 242 in 
D.C., Apr. 11 with 59 still there May 30 
(DC), 72 far inland in Virginia on the Pied- 
mont at Staunton R. S.P., Apr. 4 (JCB), and 
in Maryland 55 over Bethesda May 9 (RH) 
and 49 at Centennial E, Howard Apr. 24 
(JFa). 

For a species widely believed to be in 
alarming decline the widespread appearance 
of Am. Bittern this spring was baffling. Dur- 
ing April they were seen in many locations in 
Maryland near D.C. and there was even one 
on top of a house in Arlington, VA, Apr. 17 
after a thunderstorm (RH). A very late bird 
(?) was at E.S.V.N.W.R. May 23 (SCR). 
There was a flurry of reports of arriving 
Green-backed Herons in Maryland during 
the period Apr. 11-14 (MV, rH, MO, CRV, 

JoS). Wild Black-crowned Night-Herons 
continued to thrive at the National Zoo in 

D.C. with 155 there and 55 nests May 9 
(DC). Five Yellow-crowned Night-Herons 
were seen inland in Piedmont, VA, at Banis- 
ter R. W.M.A. near the Kerr Res., Apr. 18 
(JCB) and 25 were at Hampton Roads May 9 
(TK et al.). Seven White Ibises were at Fish. 
I., where they have nested several times, May 
18 (SCR) and an adult was at Chinc. May 3 
(GC). The highlight of the season was a Lit- 
tle Egret found at Chinc. May 17 (F & MW, 
VBK, ph.) and subsequently seen by hun- 
dreds on most days through at least the end 
of June. Many commented on the two long 
white plumes on the back of its head, its 
longer, somewhat thicker bill compared with 
Snowy Egrets, and its pale whitish-bluish 
color at the base of the bill. At least 39 indi- 

viduals have been seen in the W. Hemisphere 
prior to 1992, mostly in the West Indies 
(Lesser Antilles)/Trinidad region in the peri- 
od January-June, three of them banded as 
nestlings in southwestern Spain. This one 
was about the 10th N. American record not 

counting others seen this year in Mas- 
sachusetts and Nova Scotia. For a superb re- 
view of this species' occurrence in the Ameri- 
cas, the source of most of the above informa- 

tion, refer to a forthcoming issue of Colonial 
Waterbirds (in press by Murphy). 

WATERFOWL 

Mute Swans continue to thrive in the Bar- 

ren/Hooper's Is. area with 230 seen at Swan 
Cove May 2 & 9 and 353 in this area May 24 
when 10 nests were also found (ETA). The 
effects of these enormous birds on the ecolo- 

gy of the Bay in areas of concentration such 
as this must be prodigious. Perhaps they do 
some good by helping to spread seeds of 
aquatic plants. Single Greater White-fronted 
Geese were in Maryland at Gaithersburg 
Mar. 1 (MOd) and at Triadelphia Res., 
Montgomery, Mar. 15 (NS). On the E.S. high 
for Snow Geese were 15,000 in the 

Sudlersville, MD, area with 150 Blues Mar. 5 

(J & PG) and 1700 Snows still at Black., 
Mar. 29, down to eight Blues and 14 Snows 
on Apr. 18 (HTA, GA etaL). Lingering Brant 
included 25 on May 19 at Chinc. and 15 at 
Wachapreague May 25 (SCR). Four small 
Canada Geese, probably hutchinsii, were at 
Davidsonville, Anne Arundel, MD, Mar. 8 

(JLS). Early young birds were 14 downy 
Mallards at Chesapeake Beach, Calvert, MD, 
Apr. 9 (JLS). A (3' Garganey of unknown 
provenance was at Chinc. May 24-30 (PWS, 
BDp, MG, DFA etal.). It was wary and acted 
like a.wild bird. At Loch Raven Simon found 

a Eur. Wigeon Apr. 4-8 (Apr. 20, JLS). Stasz 
saw two Eur. Wigeons at Deal Feb. 16. 

Up to 1000 Ring-necked Ducks were at 
Little Seneca Res. north of D.C. in Maryland 

during late March (MO). Five Greater 
Scaups, rare on the Virginia Piedmont, were 
at the Upper Occoquan Sewage Authority 
Mar. 22 (SDE) w. of D.C. Jetty ducks were 
scarce with a Corn. Eider at Wallops I., Mar. 
2 (RV), one at Ocean City Apr. 24-26 (JGR), 
a King Eider at Ft. Monroe in Hampton, VA, 
Mar. 3 (SCR) and the only Harlequin Duck 
being an imm. male at Elliott I., Dorchester, 
MD, discovered Feb. 17 (HE) and seen again 
May9 (HTA), new for this central Bay coun- 
ty. Excellent counts for the central Bay were 
4000 Oldsquaws, 2850 Surf and 607 White- 

Little Egret at Chincoteagae National Wildlife 
Refuge, Virginia, on May 21,1992. Notice the 
relatively heavy bill, daft( lores, and two 
elongated head plumes. PhotograplVOttavio 
Janni. 

winged Scoters at the mouth of the Chop- 
tank R., Apr. 8 (JGR, DM). Good for the in- 
terior were 25 Oldsquaws seen at Triadelphia 
Res. in Maryland n. of D.C. Mar. 22 (GB) 
plus two in D.C. Apr. 11 along with 136 Buf- 
fieheads (DC). Wood Duck nesting boxes are 
giving us some good spinoffif the upswing in 
warm-weather Hooded Mergansers of the 
past few years is any indication. This spring 
there were an unprecedented 3 Regional 
breeding records: Single females with six 
chicks at Banister R. W.M.A., VA, May 11 
(JCB), eight young at Lilypuns May 15 (DC, 
ph.), and five young at McKee-Beshers 
W.M.A.n. of D.C. May27 (MAT, ph.). 

RAPTORS TO CRANES 

Bald Eagles had a less-than-successful breed- 
ing season in Virginia. According to Outdoor 
Report, June 8, 1992, a newsletter published 
by the Virginia Dept. of Game and Inland 
Fisheries, "While a small increase in nesting 
pairs was recorded, an alarming decline in 
productivitywas noted. The average number 
of young per active nest dropped from 1.4 in 
1991 to 1.06. Researchers found 127 active 

nests but a large proportion of these were un- 
successful. Wildlife Division nongame biol- 
ogists and researchers from the College of 
William and Mary attributed the failures to 
the prolonged cold, wet spring weather with 
strong rain storms during incubation." The 
most productive nests were along the James 
and Chickahominy R. systems where 26 ac- 
tive nests produced 37 young, an average of 
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1.42 per nest. An active Bald Eagle nest at 
Mt. Vernon, VA, was visible to thousands of 
tourists this year with two 75-day-old chicks 
still in the nest as ofJune 3 (JF etal.). In their 
Maryland stronghold in s. Dorchester31 and 
27 Bald Eagles were seen May 2 & 9 (HTA, 
CM). 

$.& 

Fort SmallWøod Park in n.e, Anne Arundel, 
MD, e. • Bait,. seems to always be on the 
fringes 0•fame, sUffering from lack of cover- 
age, reportage, or both. This year the reports 
are in but the results were disappointing, or 
•'dismal ? i n the words of one observe• 
•(WI2vl), Nev•rtheles s 3956 raptors were 
seen in •03.• hrs. on 19 days Mar. •7-19Iay. 
lb pbE et •L)•.•;(;ohnts •vere i ii Turke• 

Vultures Mar , •9• •31 
•HawlqA• 27 N. osys and 
•. Ke•irelg Apr: Yt (646 •otal hawks); 518 
Sharp-sh•nned, 57 Coopers and.262 Broad- 
winged Hawks,'31 N. Harriers, 4g Ospreys• 
67 Am. Kestrel; anti six Mer!•s •:APt., 17 
(•071 5o tal rap•o•); •0 Cooper's Haw• 
Apr.. 24; 292 Sharp-shinnedSand 28 Cooper's 
Hawks Mff'•; •88 Sha/pL•fi•ned arid se•en 
Coo•r's Hawks May 10. There a• som• 
times also big flights of Blue Jays• Bo13•links 
.and g61dfinches here• Because most bf the 
lanai around')• is d•veloped almost any b'•rd 
seen at Ft. Smallwood Parkis a migran t. 

An Am. Swallow-tailed Kite was at Back Bay 
N.W.R., Apr. 20 (DS). Three different Mis- 
sissippi Kites were seen in the Kipt. area: one 
subadult May 18, another at Kipt. and an 
adult at Fish. I. May 20 (SCR, MC). Follow- 
ing a visit by two here last summer it is 
enough to make one wonder if there is a 
Cape May syndrome for these kites in the 
Cape Charles area. Ospreys arrived early 
with many reports prior to their usual folk- 
1oric arrival on St. Patrick's Day. Many were 
seen in the first week of March and an ex- 

tremely early individual was at Jug Bay, MD, 
up the Pamxent R., Feb. 3 (JLS). Two pairs 
were attempting to nest again in D.C. (DC). 
Fourteen nests were in the Barren I., MD, 

area May 24, a good total for there, including 
3 ground nests (HTA). On the E.S. of Vir- 
ginia breeding N. Harriers were found on 
Hog, Cobb, and Wreck Is. with two pairs on 
the Bay side nearby at Saxis and a nest under 
construction May 12 on Cobb I. was within 
10 ft. of 1990 & 1991 nests and had eggs by 
May 19 (SCR). A Wreck I. nest had one egg 
May 13 (SCR). A late Sharp-shinned Hawk 
was at Cooksville, Howard, MD, May 25 

(JLS). At Cove Pt., Calvert, MD 10 Cooper's 
Hawks were seen Apr. 11 (JLS). An ad. N. 
Goshawk was seen in Maryland along the C 
& O Canal at Pennyfield Apr. 12 (JHK). 
Peak Broad-winged Hawk numbers were 
seen in the period Apr. 17-20 in the greater 
D.C. area and 200 were at Lucketts, Loudon, 

VA, n. of there Apr. 17 (KK). Unusual was a 
late flight of 25 at Fish. I. May20 (SCR, NB, 
MC) and five were there May 22 (SCR). 
Golden Eagles were reported from 5 locali- 
ties, including an adult near Williamsburg 
Apr. 12 (BT) and at least two were present at 
Black. and Remington Farms on the Mary- 
land E.S. (J & PG, HTA). Avery late Merlin 
was at E.S.V.N.W.R. May 31 (SCR) and two 
were at remote Watts I., VA, in the center of 
the Bay Mar. 24 (BP). 

Some find moderately large raptor flights 
are taking place right over their homes or 
nearby. In Bethesda Gough saw a Bald Eagle, 
11 Red-tailed, 77 Broad-winged and 18 
Sharp-shinned Hawks from his rooftop Apr. 
17. From her hometown of Ellicott City, 
Howard, MD, Ott saw 11 Ospreys, 15 Sharp- 
shinned, 11 Broad-winged, three Cooper's 
and three Red-shouldered Hawks plus three 
other species Apr. 11. From Reston, VA, Ab- 
bott reported these finds: 28 Sharp-shinned, 
seven Red-shouldered and seven Broad- 

winged Hawks, three Ospreys and a Peregrine 
Apr. 11; 50 Sharl•shinned, 10 Cooper's, eight 
Red-tailed, 10 Red-shouldered, and 300 

Broad-winged Hawks plus two imm. N. 
Goshawks and a Peregrine Apr. 17. 

A Yellow Rail was flushed by a mower in 

South Polar Skua about 50 miles east of Virginia 
Beach, Virginia, May 30, 1992. Second 
documented state record. Photograph/Brian 
Patteson. 

Potomac, MD, May 14 (JJ). In Virginia two 
very early Black Rails were calling at Guinea 
Neck n. of Hampton Apr. 10 (SCR, BrW) 
and the best count at Saxis was a fine total of 

seven plus 19 Virginia Rails the night of May 
20/21 (NB) while Sykes had five Blacks there 
May 26. Two were at Irish Grove Sanctuary s. 
ofCrisfield, MD, Apr. 3 (JLS), and one was 
on Assat., Apr. 16 (MLH). In s. Dorchester, 
MD, mostly in the Elliott I. area, 126 calling 
Virginia Rails plus six Blacks, nine Clappers, 
two Kings and four Soras and eight Com. 
Gallinules were heard May 9, primarily from 
midnight until dawn (HTA). A Clapper Rail 

nest with 8 eggs was found on a small, artifi- 
cial dredge spoil island next to Barren I., 
MD, May 24 (HTA) where a rather extensive 
Sparrind alterniflora marsh has been seeded. 
King Rails have bred again at Huntley Mead- 
ows with a pair and nine chicks seen May 12; 
these birds probably had eggs by the 2nd 
week ofApril (EPVO. Only three chicks were 
seen May 16-24 (RAA, JMA, DC); snapping 
turtles, otters, and Lord knows what else take 

their respective tolls. The best count of Am. 
Coot was 700 at Loch Raven Mar. 4 & 13 

(SWS). The infamous Sandhill Crane at Last 
Chance Liquors near Trappe, MD, haunted 
that locality (the store is defunct) until at 
least Apr. 15 (m.ob.). Other (?) Maryland 
E.S. singles were at Easton May 24 (DFA) 
and E.N.N.W.R. May 28 (MO) and two 
were reported from Lilypons Mar. 1 (E & 
AB). 

SHOREBIRDS 

The shorebird migration was late and sparse, 
but the lack of regular coverage at key places 
makes generalizations difficult. The only 
Lesser Golden-Plover seen was at Craney 
May 4 (SCR). On Wallops I. Vaughn found 
three Piping Plover nests, each with four 
eggs, and saw seven Wilson's Plovers. Black- 
necked Stilts were more widespread than 
ever, especially in Maryland, with nine at 
Deal Apr. 23 (SHD), where they have bred; 
four, a new high count for s. Dorchester May 
2 (EMW, CM, HTA etaL); two at Hart May 
18 (JLS et aL); three at Newark in coastal 
•rcesterMay 1 (MLH, ph.); one at Allen's 
Fresh, Charles, May 3 (GJ); one in Calvert 
Apr. 17-May 3 0LS, GJ). Two early ones 
were at Deal Apr. 4 (BDP, MG). Some of 
these are new county records. One-four were 
at Chinc., Apr. 11-17 (VBK, DS0. An Am. 
Avocet was at Black., Apr. 4 (BDP, MG), 
three at Wallops I. May 20 (CRV) and nine- 
11 at Hart May 18-June 4 (JLS, MI, GJ, OJ, 
ph.). An extremely late Solitary Sandpiper 
was at Chesapeake Beach, MD, June 8 (JLS). 
A Wilier was at Nokesville May 9 (KHB, 
ph.), about the 5th Virginia Piedmont 
record, and coastal counts were 95 in •rces- 

ter, MD, Apr. 24 (MLH) and 140 on Wreck 
I., VA, May 13 (SCR). Spotted Sandpipers 
arrived early with records of them from 6 
places by Apr. 11 and a very early one at 
Fletcher's Boathouse on the Potomac in 

Maryland Mar. 31 (RLH). Abnormally early 
was an Upland Sandpiper in Virginia at 
Curies Neck e. of Richmond Mar. 14 (LL, 
GW). Most unusual in interior Maryland 
were 40 Whimbrels seen by Ringler at 
Hashawha in CarrollMay 25, and 246 were 
in the Cobb-Wreck Is. area May 13 (SCR). 
Two Red Knots were at Ocean City Apr. 4 
(MO, ovw). Krueger counted 1248 Sander- 
lings and 122 Willets at Assat., Apr. 18. At 
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Craney 1019 Semipalmated Sandpipers were 
seen May 18 (SCR) and three early ones were 
at Lilypons Apr. 22 (JHIO. Four early Least 
Sandpipers were at Assat., Mar. 15 (MLH) 
and a W. Sandpiper was carefully scrutinized 
at Oyster, VA, May 26 (SCR, DCb, MC). A 
Pectoral Sandpiper at Loch Raven Mar. 1 was 
extremely early (SWS). Always scarce on the 
Bay, six Purple Sandpipers were at Poplar I., 
Talbot, MD, Apr. 8 along with an early Spot- 
ted Sandpiper (JGR, DM). A Purple Sand- 
pipers was at C.B.B.T. May 30 (DFA, KHB, 
ph.). The best shorebird was a Curlew Sand- 
piper apparently only the 2nd state record, 
was present at Hart May 18-23 along with a 
Marbled Godwit, nine avocets and a Wil- 

sons Phalarope (JLS, MO, OJ, MLH, JHK 
et al., ph.). Stilt Sandpipers made a good 
showing, the earliest being two at Deal Apr. 8 
by Dyke with five other Maryland records. 
There were two Ruff reports, singles at Jug 
Bay, MD, Apr. 12 0LS) and Chinc., Apr. 21 
(SCR, MAB, BC). The only Long-billed 
Dowitcher report was of two at Black., Mar. 
29 (HTA). One hundred Red Phalaropes off 
Virginia Beach were a record count for that 
state May 15 (KHB et aL, ph.). Two Red- 
necked Phalaropes were encountered at sea 
off Ocean City Apr. 25 (GS et al.), one was at 
Rudee Inlet, VA, May 30 (BP, KHB, NB et 
al.) and a female was at Elliott I., MD, May 9 
(HTA). 

JAEGERS TO ALCIDS 

A Pomafine Jaeger was at Chinc. May 26 
(JP), two plus a Parasitic at C.B.B.T. May 20 
(SCR, MC, NB) and 12 plus two South 
Polar Skuas (ph.; 2nd documented state 
record) were at sea out from Rudee Inlet May 
30 (BP, KHB et al.). Other single Parasitics 
were at Back Bay Apr. 26 (HE, RLAn, etal.) 
and C.B.B.T. May 18 (BP) & 30 (KHB, 
DFA). A highly successful pelagic trip from 
Ocean City Mar. 1 recorded these birds (GS 
et al.): two skua, sp., a Little, two Corn. 
Black-headed, an Iceland and three Lesser 

Black-backed gulls, 16 Black-legged Kitti- 
wakes, 139 Dovekies, 11 Razorbills, an At- 

lantic Puffin, and 22 large alcids, sp. Also off 
Ocean City Apr. 4 were four Razorbills and 
seven large unid. alcids (MO, MLH). An- 
other voyage from there Apr. 25 (GS et al.) 
saw: three Parasitic Jaegers, a jaeger, sp., a 
Lesser Black-backed and 1025 Herring gulls, 
two Black and five Least terns, five molas, 10 

pilot whales and 41 botde-nosed dolphins. 
Laughing Gulls returned to coastal areas by 
Mar. 8-9 (MLH, C & DB), somewhat earlier 
than usual, and six were inland at Nokesville 

May 10 (KHB), A Little Gull was at 
Lynnhaven Inlet, VA, Mar. 3 (C & MH) and 
another at S.ES.P., Mar. 22 (BDP, MG). 
Other Corn. Black-headed Gulls were at 

Chinc., Apr. 5 (MO, MLH), S.ES.E, Mar. 

27 (JLS), Ocean City along with an Iceland 
Gull Mar. 1-3 (DC, SHD) and Denton, Car- 
oline, MD, Mar. 21 (JLS, PW, MI, SS), the 
later a new county record and unusual for the 
interior of the Delmarva Peninsula. An Ice- 

land Gull was at C.B.B.T., Mar. 21 (HTA, 
LA) and one was at W. Ocean City May 7 
(MLH). Lesser Black-backed Gulls were 

found, one is tempted to say, at only 13 
places, such as three at both E.N.N.W.R., 
Mar. 24 (MO) and Laytonsville landfill Mar. 
5 (GG) in Maryland. A dead, oiled Black- 
legged Kittiwake was found on Little Cobb 
I., VA, June 3 (SCR, HR). 

Far up the Bay at E.N.N.W.R. 26 Royal 

Curlew Sandpiper at Hart & Miller Islands, 
Maryland, on May 23,1992. Second state 
record. PhotograplVOttaHo Janni. 

Terns were seen as early as Apr. 14 (J & PG). 
Rarer terns seen at C.B.B.T. were a Roseate 

May 18-24 (JF, GMW, BT, SCR, NB etal.) 
and an Arctic May 31 (RT, JW). Inland 
Forster's Terns were seen in Maryland at 4 lo- 
calities in Howard (fide JoS) in late April as 
well as at Laytonsville, Montgomery, May 9 
(RH) and a Corn. Tern was seen nearby at 
Seneca, Montgomery, May 21 (DC). Unusual 
in D.C. was a Least Tern May 30 (DC). New 
for inland Caroline, MD, were 12 Black 
Skimmers far up the Choptank R. at Chop- 
tank Apr. 16 & 20 (DF). Rounding out a re- 
markable alcid season were three Adantic 

Puffins at Poor Man's Canyon in Virginia 
waters May 15 (KHB etal., ph.) and an unid. 
large alcid was at Grandview Beach, VA, 
Mar. 3 (SCR). 

OWLS TO SHRIKES 

Hngering winter owls included a Long-eared 
at Reston, VA, Apr. 17 (KM), a N. Saw-whet 
at McKee-Besbers W.M.A. (a.k.a. Hughes 
Hollow), MD, Mar. 5-15 (GG, HE) and two 
Short-eareds at Deal May 2 (C & DB). In 
Maryland Chuck-will's-widows returned 
early with three in the Ocean City/Assat. area 
Apr. 12 (MLH), two at Trappe, Talbot, Apr. 
17 (JGR), three at E.N.N.W.R., Apr. 21 (J & 
PG) and one at Susquehanna S.P., a new 
species for Har•rd, Apr. 22 (DLK). Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird was another species 
with early returns, such as Apr. 10 birds in 
Virginia at both Centerville, Fai•7•x (EM) 
and Williamsburg (BT) followed by a rash of 

reports Apr. 16-18. Red-headed Woodpeck- 
ers continue m make slight headway with 
Maryland counts of 10 in S. Dorchester, May 
2 & 9 (HTA, CM), 11 in Carroll May 9 
(RFR) and 15 in Charles Apr. 13 (MO). One 
reason for this headway is increased logging, 
leaving behind dusters of exposed dead trees 
which they like. A late Yellow-bellied Fly- 
catcher was at E.S.V.N.W.R. June 2, an un- 
usual spring locality (SCR, MC, DCb). Mi- 
grating Alder Flycatchers were detected in 
Maryland at Lilypons May 11 (DC), Schoo- 
ley Mill Pk, in Howard May 29-31 (NM, 
JoS, BO) and at Hart June 4 (JLS, MI). In 
Maryland quite early E. Kingbirds were dis- 
covered on Apr. 12 (MLH, DC, BO) and 
one was at Denton Apr. 17 (LTS). Some ex- 
tremely early Purple Martins were two at 
Chesapeake in s.e. Virginia Mar. 10 (GMW) 
and one at Patuxent W.R.C., MD, Mar. 11 
(MKK), and 184 at Hampton Roads spring 
count May 9--the lowest there since 1970 
(TK et al.). Klimkiewicz indicates they have 
had a very poor season so far, due to the wet 
and cold,with few eggs and no young in her 
area as of June 2, and some adults dead due to 
stress and starvation. Ten Cliff Swallows at 

Chinc. May 21 were an excellent count for 
the E.S. (NB). 

Red-breasted Nuthatches continued to be 

very scarce. Brown-headed Nuthatch may be 
in the midst of a drastic decline, which has 
received very litde attention; only four were 
reported May 9 (M.O.S.). A House Wren 
was at Stockton, MD, Apr. 5-18 (MLH, 
MO, DC, ovw). A Winter Wren at 
Rockville, MD, May 5 was extremely late 
(MO). One-two Sedge Wrens were detected 
in Maryland at Deal, Elliott I., Irish Grove, 
and Assar., Apr_ 3-May 11 (GJ, HTA, JLS, 
JHK, MLH). A very late Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet was at Hart May 18 (MO). To Dyke 
go the honors of finding the seasons first 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, one at Salisbury Mar. 
27. Thrushes were again scarce with no 
Gray-cheeked and only 11 Swainson's found 
May 9 (M.O.S.), although early Swainsons 
were found at several places Apr. 23-24 in 
Maryland. A record-early Veery was seen 
singing at Pennyfield on the C. & O. Canal, 
MD, n. of D.C., Apr. 9 (JHK). Hermit 
Thrushes stayed slightly later than usual such 
as one at Adventure Sanctuary, Potomac, 
MD, May 11 (MD) and three in Rockville 
the same day (MO). The champion lingerer 
this season, however, was Am. Pipit, usually 
rare in May. In Maryland Ringlet found 65 
in Carroll May 9, 250 were at New Design 
Rd., Frederick May 14 (JHK), three were at 
Chesapeake Beach May 14 (JLS), and Wil- 
son saw 14 w. of Cambridge May 9. Logger- 
head Shrikes were reported only from Lily- 
pons and Boyds, MD (EMW, DC, WHH). 
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VIREOS TO WARBLERS 

Whether or not you found this a good spring 
for passcrines depended, as it so often does, 
on where you were and when. However, for 
the first time in several years some active ob- 
servers felt this was a better warbler spring. 
Most had their best flights in the first 5 days 
of May. Early arrivals included a real O, early 
Yellow-throated Vireo at Jolly Pond, ]ames 
City, VA, Mar. 19 (BT) and one at Pocomoke 
S.E, MD, Apr. 12 (still early, MLH), a Blue- 
winged Warbler in D.C., Apr. 16 (DC), a 
Yellow Warbler at Cambridge Apr. 10 (DM), 
and a Yellow-throated Warbler at Williams- 

burg Mar. 24 (BW). Four Brewstcr's War- 
blers were seen, three of them noted as 

singing Blue-winged songs (NM, DFA, 
SHD). This was a better-than-average spring 
for Solitary Vireos, and Orange-crowned 
and Golden-winged Warblers. Yellow- 
rumpcd Warblers remained late with one in 
Howard, MD, May 22 (MCm) and a whop- 
ping total of 2487 May 9 (M.O.S.; common- 
cst warbler). Cerulean Warblers were seen at 
several places near the coast, where they are 
rare at any season. An Orange-crowned War- 
bler was at Stockton, MD, Mar. 9-Apr. 3 
(MLH, .MO, ovw). Interesting warblers at 
Adventure were 68 N. Waterthrushes Apr. 
19-May 2?with ten May 16, five Mourning 
Warblers May 3-27, and nine Canada War- 
biers May 19 (MD et aL). Here 1379 birds of 
84 species were banded Apr. 15-May 31. At 
E.N.N.W.R., a new banding location but 
poor in warblers, the Grubcrs banded 1328 
birds of 72 species Mar. 14-May 29 on 33 
days in 5675 net hours. 

GROSBEAKS TO FINCHES 

A Black-headed Grosbeak was at a fccdcr in 

Williamsburg Apr. 4 and had been present 
for several weeks (BT etal.). Early Blue Gros- 
beaks were at two places in Anne Arundel 
Apr. 18-19 (JB, GN, JLS). Often scarce even 
in early May, Indigo Buntings were early in 
Maryland at E.N.N.W.R., Apr. 20 (and Apr. 
24;J & PG) and in Laurel Apr. 21 (WHH). 
Remarkable were Painted Buntings seen in 
Maryland at E.N.N.W.R. May21 (J & PG, 
ph.) and Stockton Feb. 16 and Apr. 11-19 
(MLH, MO, JLS, SHD, RH et al., ovw). 
The only Dickcissels were two at Oldhams, 
•stmoreland, VA May 9 (JF). Bachman's 
Sparrows returned again to the few areas in 
extreme s.c. Virginia where they have been 
found breeding the past few summers. One 
was in Sussex May 28 (RLA, PWS) and 
Hilton found five singing birds and a pre- 
sumed female in Brunswick May 25 along 
with four singing Henslows Sparrows (RH, 
OJ, JB). A Clay-colored Sparrow was at 
E.N.N.W.R., Apr. 20 (J & PG) and the bird 
at Ocean Pines, MD, was seen Mar. 3-Apr. 4 
(MO, MLH, SHD, EMW, JHK etal., ovw). 

A very late Savannah Sparrow was at Hog I. 
on the Virginia E.S. May 28 (SCR). Excel- 
lent counts for the marsh-depaupcrate west- 
ern shore were 37 Seaside and seven Sharp- 
tailed sparrows in Calvert, MD, May9 (JLS). 
As usual the best Lincoln's Sparrow action 
was in the Balt.-D.C. corridor with three at 

Rock Creek P., D.C., May 5 (OJ), 7 dates in 
HowardMay 4-28 (fideJoS; including four at 
Schooley Mill P. May 9, NM, and five else- 
where in the county that day), six at Adven- 
ture May 5-19with three May 12 (MD) and 
four banded in Fairfax, VA (EP). White- 
throated Sparrows remained later than ex- 
pected also with some at two feeders in Tal- 
bot, MD, as late as June 10 (fide JGR) and 
one at E.N.N.W.R. May 28 (J & PG) and 
numerous others in the 3rdweek of May plus 

a hefty total of 1559 May 9 (M.O.S.; com- 
monest sparrow). The last Lapland Longspur 
was a singer at Oland Rd., Frederick, MD, 
Mar. 19 (MO). Two Yellow-headed Black- 
birds were found: one at Huntley Meadows 
Mar. 2-3 (KH, EPW) and one in Ha•rd, 
MD, May 9 (fide JLS). The two-three reli- 
able Brewer's Blackbirds at Stockton were 

seen Mar. 21-Apr. 11 (MO, MLH, GJ, JHK 
et al., ovw), two were at Lilyports Apr. 24 
(WM) and awhopping 62 were at Nokesville 
at the end of March (KHB). On the Mary- 
land E.S. a N. (Baltimore) Oriole was present 
Jam-Mar. 18 at Newcomb, •lbot(fideJGR). 
In spite of this being an el stinko year for 
northern finches, especially Purples, Dyke 
had 17 at his feeders in Salisbury Apr. 5 and 
two Com. Redpolls Jan. 26-Mar. 29 (SHD, 
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DRY TORT U GAS 
SHUTTLE 

Economical access to perhaps the best spring birdwatching in North America: great seabird • :3 
spectacle, migrants, sometimes in dazzling numbers," '/•-.. 
and frequent rarities, all in an appealing setting. 1• 

\ t •' Masked Booby ß Nearly continuous three day trips in the spring •, •' ' ' fan Lewin on of 1993 from Key West, Florida on a large, fast N•..•. • gt 
V-hulled boat, Yankee Capts. 

April 10-12 •"•"' 
April 17-19 _•;=.•7•.•-_ _ 1•5• 
April 20-22 ._..•v$• •- •'•' 
April 24-26 - • - 
April 27-29 
May 1-3 

ß Sooty Terns and Brown Noddies by 
the thousands; Magnificent Frigate- 
birds by the hundreds; Masked and 
Brown Boobies; Audubon's Shear- 
water and Bridled Tern are likely; 
Band-rumped Storm-Petrel, 
White-tailed Tropicbird and Black 
Noddy are possible. 

Magni[icent Frigatebi•d 
lan Lewmgton 

ß Trip cost $325/person. Ten percent discount for groups of 10 
or more. Trips begin at 6 a.m. on Day 1 and conclude at 5 p.m. 
on Day 3. Free berths available on board at 10 p.m. the night 
before departure. Meals not included in the price, but full 
galley service is available. A non-refundable deposit of $50 
holds a space. The balance is due 90 days prior to departure. 

ß Itinerary includes search for deep water pelagics on 
the way to the Tortugas, two mornings at Fort Jeffer- 
son, visits to Loggerhead and Middle Keys, small boat 
cruises around Bush Key, and return to Key West via 
Rebecca and Cosgrove shoal towers. 

ß Leaders include Paul Holt, Jeff Kingery, Will Russell, 
David Sibley and Stuart Tingley. 

ß Calm anchorages each night. 
ß Great snorkellug and swimming for non-birders (and 

birders too!). 
ß Transport can be provided for campers and their gear at a 

cost of $100 round trip from Key West. Outbound travel for 
campers will be on April 10, 17, 20, 24, 27 and May 1. 
Returns will be April 12, 19, 22, 26, 29 and May 3. 
Resupply of water and ice is possible every third day. For an 
additional $100, campers who travel with us from Key West 
can have boat privileges during the time we're berthed at Fort 
Jefferson. 

For information, please contaa 

WINGS, Inc., P.O. Box 31930, Tucson, AZ 85751 
Tel: 602-749-1967 Fax: 602-749-3175 
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EMW, CRV, JHK, RH etal., ph.). Obvious- 
ly this man uses the right mix. American 
Goldfinches were in good numbers in many 
places and the Hansrotes banded 800 at 
Lynchburg, VA, Feb. 29-mid-May. 

Observers: D. E Abbott, R. L. Ake, J. M. An- 
derson, R. A. Anderson, R. L. Anderson 

(RLAn), George Armistead, Liz Armistead, 
Maurice Barnhill, K. H. Bass, John Bjerke, J. 
C. Blalock, Eirik Blom, Connie Bockstie, L. 
D. Bonham, Ellsworth & Anne Briggs, Ned 
Brinkley, Carol & Don Broderick, M. A. 
Byrd, David Campbell (DCb), Matthew 
Campbell, Martha Chestem (Cm), Graham 
Chisholm, Bob Cross, David Czaplak (D.C. 
area), L. M. Davidson, Margaret Donnald 
(Adventure Sanctuary, Potomac, MD), S. H. 
Dyke, S. D. Ecdes, JeffEffinger, Gerald El- 
gert, Howard Elitzak, Ethel Engle, Jane Far- 
rell (JFa), R. B. Fletcher (Caroline, MD), D. 
Ford, P. D. Fritz (Ft. Smallwood P.), Jesse 
Fulton, Hans Gabler, Bruce Gardner, Inez 
Glime, Luther Goldman, J. S. Gottschalk, 
Greg Gough, Jim & Patricia Gruber (Kent, 
MD), Mary Gustafson, Tom Gwynn, 
Charles & Melva Hansrote, M. W Hewitt, 
Robert Hilton, M. L. Hoffman (Assat.), R. 
L. Homan, Ken Howard, W. H. Howe, Mar- 
shall Iliff, Jonathan Jaffin, Ottavio Janni, 
George Jett, Alice & Edgar Jones, Teta Kain 
(C.B.B.T.), Kerrie Kirkpatrick, D. L. Kirk- 
wood, V. B. Kitchens, R. L. Kleen, M. K. 
Klimkiewicz, J. H. Krueger, Tony Leuker- 
lng, Morrs Lippincott, Larry Lynch, Willem 
Maane, Nancy Magnusson, Ed Matthews, 
Tom Mcintyre, Don Meritt, Carolyn Mills, 
Kevin Monroe, Harvey Mudd, W. L. Mur- 
phy, Gary Nelson, Paul Nistico, Marianna 
Nutde, Michael O'Brien, Paul O'Brien, 
Matthew O'Donnell (MOd), Bonnie Ott, E 
L. Parks, Brian Patteson, Elizabeth Peacock, 
B. D. Peterjohn, E. L. Pitney (lower E.S. of 
MD), Jay Pitocchelli, William Portlock, 
Suzanne Probst, J. G. Reese (Talbot, MD), 
Sue Ricciardi (SRi), Ed Regan, R. E Ringler, 
Wilbur Rittenhouse, Barbara Ross, S.C. 
Rottenborn, Heather Rupp, Steve Sanford, 
Norman Saunders, Gene Scarpulla (MD 
pelagic trips), James Schlezinger, Don 
Schwab, W. Scudder, L. T. Short, S. W. 
Simon (Loch Raven), Jo $olem (JoS; 
Howard, MD), P. R. Spitzer, J. L. $tasz 
(M.O.S.), Don Stein (DSt), P. W Sykes, 
Brian Taber, M. A. Todd, Russ Tyndall, C. R. 
Vaughn, Bryan Watts (BrW), Pete Webb, E. 
P Weigel, Gerry Weinberger, H. L. Wieren- 
ga, Carter Whatley, Bill Williams, G. M. 
Williamson, G. B. Wilmot, E.M. Wilson 
(greater D.C. area), Francis & Martha 
Woods, John Wright, Helen Zeichner: 
HENRY T. ARMISTEAD, 523 E. Durham 
St., Philadelphia, PA 19119. 

SOUTHERN ATLANtiC 
COAST REGION 
WINTER 1991-92 

Harry E. LeGrand, Jr. 

Each of the three winter months was above 

average in temperature at most or all weather 
stations, continuing a trend since January 
1990. Most places had little or no snow; in 
fact, it hasn't snowed in Raleigh, North Car- 
olina, since December 1989. Certainly, no 
one reported harsh weather conditions or 
starving birds. 

This was a terrible winter for yard birders 
and feeder watchers. Everyone, including the 
media, wanted to know where the birds were. 

Most contributors responded by saying that 
the wild food crop was excellent in their area, 
and the mild weather also kept birds away 
from feeders. Winter finches were nearly ab- 
sent again, pardy owing to, in this editor's 
opinion, short-stopping caused by heavy 
feeding by birders "up North." There were a 
number of rarities, including three species-- 
Snowy Plover, Cave Swallow, and Chestnut- 
collared Longspur--new to the Region. But 
all in all, mild winters do not provide excit- 
ing birding in the South. 

LOONS THROUGH CORMORANTS 

Even a single Red-throated Loon on an in- 
land lake is notable, but a CBC count of nine 

at the Savannah River Site (formerly called 
Savannah River Plant), SC, Dec. 17 (fide 
AW) is stunning. A high inland count for 
Georgia was 130 Horned Grebes at the L. 
Hartwell dam Feb. 11 (PWS). Another good 
inland find was a Red-necked Grebe at Jor- 
dan L., NC, Dec. 29-Jan. 15 (HLi, EL, 
m.ob.), and a 2nd bird was seen with the first 
on Jan. 12 (PS). The only other Red-neckeds 
were singles on the North Carolina coast at 
Bodie I., Feb. 15 (GM, SD, JN) and at Cape 
Hatteras point Feb. 17 (JH). Eared Grebe, a 
boldface bird perhaps 10 years ago, was re- 
ported from 6 sites--singles in North Car- 
olina near Eagle I., Dec. 1 (GM, JN), near 
Zeke's I., Dec. 22 (RD), at Pea I., Dec. 27-28 
(TH, RM, PWS), and all winter at Golds- 
boro (ED); a single bird at L. Hartwell, SC, 
late Jan.- Feb. 7 (PW, LG); and an excellent 
four birds at ponds in Sumter, SC, Feb. 12- 
21 (LG, EDa). 

The N. Gannet that was seen Nov. 30 at 

Falls L., Durham, NC, was seen again Dec. 1 
(RD). Outstanding coastal counts organnets 
were 10,650 on the Bodie-Pea Is. CBC Dec. 

28 (fidePWS) and 648 on the St. Catherine's 
I., GA, CBC Dec. 14 (fide AW). American 
White Pelicans were reported from 3 North 
Carolina and one South Carolina and coastal 

sites, plus inland at L Mattamuskeet, NC, 

where four were found Dec. 29 (RD,BL) and 
up to seven Jan. 10-Mar. 2 (KD). The best 
coastal report was an excellent count of 40 at 
Darien, GA, Jan. 26 (PBo)-Feb. 1 (PWS). A 
count ofl0 Great Cormorants Dec. 28 was a 

record for the Bodie-Pea Is. CBC (fide PWS) 
The southernmost Great report for the sea- 
son was an immature at jetties at Sullivans I, 
SC, Jan. 25 (DF). Notable counts of Double- 
crested Cormorants are getting blas•, even 
inland in winter, though 38 at Clayton, GA, 
Feb. 29 (PB, TMi) were considered unusual 

WADERS, SWANS, GEESE 

A Cattle Egret spent the winter in the Cape 
Hatteras point vicinity (SD etal.), and a few 
birds were in traditional winter sites n.e. of L 

Mattamuskeet Dec. 29 (HL) and in c. Cur- 
rituck Feb. 2 (HL,MT), all in North Caroh- 
na. Eight Cattle Egrets at McClellanville, 
SC, Jan. 5 (RC, CE, LG) were notable for 
that area. Carter and Eastman had notable 

counts of waders flying to and from roosts at 
dusk at the Savannah spoil area, Jasper, SC 
102 Black-crowned Night-Herons Jan. 12 
and 200+ Glossy Ibises and 1000+ White 
Ibises Jan. 8. 

Fulvous Whistling-Ducks seemingly dear 
out (or get shot out of existence) from the 
Region by the end of November, for the sea- 
son's only report was of one at Santee Coastal 
Reserve, SC, Feb. 1 (DF et al.). Very rare in 
inland Georgia were three Tundra Swans in s 
Morgan Jan. 22-30 (PWS, JS). An ad. Mute 
Swan was present with a flock of Tundra 
Swans in Albemarle Sound, NC, Jan. 11 
(BDafide CS). No Ross' Geese were reported 
from the Region this winter; however, Snow 
Geese were significant inland in Laurens, 
GA, where up to six were present Dec. 6-21 
(TKP); one was seen in Clarke, GA, Dec. 11 
(PWS et al.), and five were at Raleigh, NC, 
Dec. 7 (RH). Brants normally winter no far- 
ther s. than Cape Lookout, NC, but four 
were at Beaufort, NC, Dec. 12 (JF, JB), one 
was at Huntington Beach S,P., SC, Decem- 
ber to Jan. 29 (m.ob.), and one apparently 
spent the winter at Raccoon Key, SC (BP) 
Semi-inland were two in a field near L. Mat- 

tamuskeet Dec. 29 (BL,RD), but quite re- 
markable was a Brant far inland at Falls L, 
NC, Dec. 1-7 (RD, SD), for about the 3rd 
Piedmont record for that state. 

DUCKS 

The Green-winged (Eur.) Teal near More- 
head City, NC, Dec. 15 (fideJF) was certain- 
ly the same individual that wintered there a 
year ago. Northern Shovelers are rare inland 
in winter; thus notable were six at L 

Hartwell, GA, Feb. 11 (PWS) and three at 
Clayton, GA, early Dec.-Jan. 19 (m.ob.) 
Eurasian Wigeons were reported from six 
coastal sites in North Carohna--two at L 
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Mattamuskeet (BL, RD, SD), and singles at 
Bodie I. (KH), Pea I. (KH), Cape Hatteras 
point (SD, JN), Davis (RM, BF), and n.e. 
Pamlico (fide MTh). The only Eurasian away 
from that state was a male at Bear I., SC, Feb. 
22 (CW, BS, NS, RG). 

If correctly identified, totals of 30 Greater 
Scaups at Tybee I., GA, Jan. 25 and 50 at 
Jekyll I., GA, on the following day (PR) were 
unusual. Other notable counts included nine 

in Clayton, GA, Feb. 16 (JS), five at the Sa- 
vannah spoil area, SC, Dec. 17 (AW), and six 
at rhat site Feb. 16 (RC,CE). As I have stated 
here before, identification of Greater Scaups 
is a tricky affair, and I can only hope that ob- 
servers are being extremely careful before re- 
porting the species. Though Lesser Scaup 
counts of four or five digits from the coast are 
commonplace in South Carolina and Geor- 
gia, a CBC tally of 1656 Lessers near the Fall 
Line on the Savannah River Site count Dec. 

17 (fide AW) was unexpected. There was a 
modest flight of sea ducks into the coastal 
part of the Region, with Com. Eiders well-re- 
ported. In North Carolina, two were at 
Wrightsville Beach Dec. 21-Feb. 29+ (SC, 
JB), one was at Cedar I. all winter (KH, JL 
m.ob.), and one was at Ocracoke Dec. 7 
(KH). Another Com. Eider also spenr the 
entire winter in the Huntington Beach-Mur- 
rells Inlet area of South Carolina (m.ob.), but 
none made it to Georgia. Disappointingly, 
only one report of King Eider was received-- 
an excellent count of six in the surf off Ore- 

gon Inlet, NC, Dec. 29 (SD, JF etal.). Single 
Harlequin Ducks were noted at three coastal 
sites, about par for the winter season; birds 
were at the Cape Hatteras lighthouse Nov. 
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21-Dec. 7 (ML, KH), at Masonboro Inlet, 
NC, Jan. 4 (SC), and at Murrells Inlet, SC, 
for several weeks in midwinter (RC, CE). 

Two Oldsquaws appeared inland at the Sa- 
vannah R. Site, SC, Feb. 26 (HZ) and anoth- 
er was inland at Jordan L., Dec. 5 (SD). Two 
White-winged Scotßrs, by far the rarest scot- 
er in the Region, were notable at Jekyll I., 
GA, Jan. 3 (D & PMcC). Common Mer- 
garners, probably the best barometer of win- 
ter weather severity, were predictably scarce 
in this milder-than-usual (again) season; one 
to three spent the winter in e. Gaston, NC 
(TP et al.), one was at Cape Hatteras point 
Dec. 27-Feb. 23 (m.ob.), and one was on salt 
water at Oregon Inlet Jan. 19 (RD). Inland 
reports of note for Red-breasted Mergansers 
were two at Greensboro, NC, Feb. 20 (HH) 
and 27 at L. Juliette, GA, Dec. 7 OS etal.). 

EAGLES THROUGH CRANES 

Bald Eagles continue to increase during the 
winter throughout the Region, and over 40 
were tallied on the midwinter census in 

North Carolina. Six adults and 21 imma- 

tures Jan. 12 at Jordan L. (fideWIQ presum- 
ably were responsible for producing this no- 
table statewide total; however, the breeding 
population in that state still remains at a pre- 
carious (six to eight pairs) level. Always one 
of the rarest of winter visitors, and nearly im- 
possible for birders to relocate, is the North- 
ern Goshawk. One seen at Athens, GA, Feb. 

1 (StC) was about the 5th for that state, and 
an adult found shot near Denver, NC, Jan. 
10 was turned in to the Carolina Raptor 
Center for rehabilitation (fideTP). An imm. 
Broad-winged Hawk was observed by Grant 

• in his yard in Sneads Ferry, NC, 
Jan. 17-19; there are just a handful 
of winter records for that state. 

• Rough-legged Hawks avoided de- 
tection in North Carolina, which 

makes the record for Georgia even 
• more remarkable. Seldom seen for 

• more than a week or two at a site in 
the Region, as many as two light- 
morph birds were seen together for 
most of the winter near Colbert, 

Madison, GA. White observed one 
there Dec. 2; at least one was still 

present Mar. 3 (PWS, JS, m.ob.). 
Also noteworthy were a sub-ad. 
Golden Eagle near L. Mattamus- 
keet Feb. I (RB, BH) and an ad. 
Golden at the Savannah R. Site 

Dec. 17-Jan. 2 (VW etaL). A few 
inland Merlins were reported, in- 
cluding one that caught a Dark- 
eyed Junco in a yard near Chapel 
Hill, NC, Dec. 23 0Z). A good 
"inland" count was four Merlins 

seen Dec. 17 in e. Pamlico, NC, a 

tidewater county but away from the immedi- 
ate coast (RB et aL). The only inland Pere- 
grine Falcon was a skyscraper bird in down- 
town Atlanta, GA, seen on several dates dur- 

ing the season (BG). Of uncertain origin, 
though seemingly wild and with no evidence 
of leg bands, was a Prairie Falcon noted at 
the Rough-legged Hawk fields near Colbert, 
GA, Jan. 29 (PWS). The species has been 
sighted in all 3 states in the Region, and each 
state's Records Committee has placed the 
species on various "origin uncertain" or "ori- 
On questionable" categories, perhaps right- 
fully so, since the species has not been turn- 
ing up regularly in Florida or along the At- 
lantic Coast as a fall migrant, and since there 
are a few falconers present in the Region. 

Once again, a Yellow Rail was heard call- 
ing in response to rock clicking in a grassy 
Carolina bay in South Carolina, this time in 
Clarendon Dec. 28 and Jan. 25 (Re, CE). 
But again there were no reports from the 
coast, where presumably most of the Yellow 
Rails winter. The quarry marsh s. of Char- 
lotte, NC, yielded a Sora and two Virginia 
Rails on the CBC (HW, HWh); and other far 
inland Sofas were found in a Doraville, GA, 

parking lot Feb. 22 (DP) and at Rocky 
Mount, NC, Feb. 23 (RD). Though Virginia 
Rails apparently winter with some regularity 
in the Piedmont, Soras are certainly less fre- 
quent and may be quite rare except in mild 
seasons. A few King Rails probably overwin- 
ter in the Piedmont, and one was noted in 
Dawson, GA, Dec. 21 0P). A Sandhill Crane 
near Nebraska, Hyde, NC, Dec. 29-February 
(HL etal.) was notable, but K. Davis noted 
single cranes (but how many individuals?) in 
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the winter at feeders in Carteret, NC. There 

is a winter specimen of Ruby-throated from 
this county, but we need more definitive 
study of these birds. Fortunately, such a bird 
at Kennesaw, GA, was banded Jan. 3 and de- 
termined to be a second-year Ruby-throated 
(BSa). An ad. c3 Rufous Hummingbird was 
seen and photographed at Cary, NC, late 
Dec-Feb. 23? (BaH et al.; ph., SD) for the 
only seasonal report of that age and sex. Sar- 
gent confirmed the following female or 
young c3 Rufous Hummingbirds in Georgia 
by bandings: Clarksville Nov. 30, near Com- 
merce Nov. 30, Marietta Nov. 30, Alpharetta 
Dec. 19, Marietta again Jan. 3, Senoia Jan. 
29, and Nashville Jan. 29. Needless to say, 
Rufous Hummingbird is no longer a rarity in 
the Region! The only unidentified Selaspho- 
ruswas one at Tryon, NC, mid-Oct. to early 
Nov. (ST). 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH VIREOS 

Amazing as it seems, unless there were re- 
ports from CBCs, no one reported a flycatch- 
er all winter other than E. Phoebe, a sign of a 
lackluster birding season. Two Tree Swallows 
were late at Jordan L., Dec. 15 (PS), whereas 

record-early for Georgia was a N. Rough- 
winged Swallow Feb. 29 in Greene (BD et 
al.). One of the most exciting phenomena of 
the season was the remarkable assemblage of 
swallows at a quarry at New Bern, NC, in 
December. The bottom of the quarry lies at 
an elevation of 60 feet below sea level. It 

clearly has a warm microclimate, frequently 
sheltered from cool winds, and so is well suit- 

ed to overwintering birds. On Dec. 16, 
Fussell, Holmes, and Crawford observed 4 

species of swallows•the usual Trees, a N. 
Rough-winged, a Bank, and two Caves! The 
Bank Swallow is apparently a first winter 
record for North Carolina and probably the 
Region. The Cave Swallows are actually the 
2nd reported from the Region. Fussell had a 
Cave/Clifton Dec. 17, 1987 in Carteret;, he 
believed the bird to have been a Cave but had 

no experience with the species. He is now 
convinced the 1987 bird is a Cave; there is no 

indication whether these three Caves might 
be from the West Indies race or the 

Texas/Mexico race. With the species becom- 
ing regular in winter in Texas, it is perhaps 
not a complete surprise that Caves are occur- 
ring in winter elsewhere, but it should not be 
assumed that these birds are of the 

Texas/Mexico race. 

Fish Crows continue to increase in winter 

in the Atlanta area (fide TM), and an esti- 
mate of 50,000+ flying to a roost near the Sa- 
vannah spoil area Jan. 8 (RC, CE) was an im- 
pressive sight. Red-breasted Nuthatches 
again were hard to find; will we ever again see 
a heavy winter flight of the species? A Sedge 
Wren was a rare winter report for the Pied- 

mont in Dawson, GA, Dec. 21 (JP). Blue- 
gray Gnatcatchers benefitted from the mild 
winter again; the species lingered through 
December over much of the Region, though 
usually limited to the Coastal Plain at this 
season. AWhite-eyedVireoJan. 11 at Golds- 
boro (ED) was a rare midwinter find. Soli- 

tary Vireos have begun to winter regularly 
over much of the Piedmont in the last 

decade, but a CBC tally of 11 on the 
Peachtree City, GA, count Dec. 21 (fideTM) 
was unusual. 

WARBLERS 

One of the few warblers showing signs of in- 
crease is the Orange-crowned. The spedes 
has been increasing in winter near the coast, 
and this season there were many more inland 
reports than usual, especially in the Adanta 
area. Northern Parulas winter in Florida but 

Snowy Plover at North Island, South Carolina, on 
February 26, 1992. First record for the state and 
for the Region. Photograph/Wendy Allen. 

are simply rare stragglers in our Region; 
sightings were made Dec. 14 at St. Cather- 
ine's I. (AW) and Dec. 22 near Greenville, 
NC (ED). There are many winter records for 
Cape May Warbler from the Region, and this 
season individuals were noted Dec. 29 at L. 

Mattamuskeet (ED) and Feb. 9 near the 
Warren-Hali•x line, NC (RD). The warbler 
of the season was North Carolina's 3rd sight- 
ing of Black-throated Gray Warbler, a fe- 
male at Guilford Court House N.M.P., Feb. 
24 (CSo). Prairie Warblers were widely re- 
ported on tidewater CBC'S in North Caroli- 
na, and one was seen Jan. 22 and 27 in Pierce, 
GA (WC). Black-and-white Warbler reports 
were up, as expected in a mild winter; and 
Ovenbirds were seen again on the Cape Hat- 
teras CBC Dec. 27, as well as the St. Cather- 

ine's I. CBC Dec. 14 (fideAW). A first winter 
record of Hooded Warbler for South Caroli- 

na was a male photographed at Columbia 
Jan. 21-22 (OL,MB; ph., BW). How can 
Wilson's Warbler be such a scarce fall mi- 

grant, yet turn up so regularly in winter? This 
season, birds (all males) were seen at W. 
Columbia, SC, Dec. 8-9 (THan, RC); 
Huntington Beach S.E, Dec. 26-Feb. 29+ 
(TK, m.ob.); in Chowan, NC, Feb. 5 (PT); at 
Savannah N.W.R., SC, Feb. 16 (RC, CE); 

and at Augusta Jan. 25- Feb. 22 (AW et al.). 
There were 8 reports of Yellow-breasted 
Chat, including three birds on the Matta- 
muskeet N.W.R. CBC Dec. 29 (fideAB). 

EMBERIZINE FINCHES 

Western Tanagers used to be more numerous 
at winter feeders in the Region but have be- 
come scarce lately. This season there were 2 
yard sightings from South Carolina: a male at 
a feeder in Goose Cr. much of the winter 

(DWa, LG, RC, CE) and a female eating 
berries at Johns I., Jan. 12 (PL). Two Blue 
Grosbeaks were the only ones reported, at 
the Santee R. delta, SC, Dec. 26 (RMu 
party). Painted Buntings, usually limited to 
feeders in winter, were found "in the wild" 
this season--three at Ft. Fisher, NC, Dec. 22 

(RD) and one at N. River community, 
Carteret, NC, Dec. 15 (AB). Feeder birds 
were noted at James I., SC, Jan. 11-15 (BT) 
and at Emerald Isle, NC, in February (MBa). 
Oddly enough, both winter sightings of 
Dickcissels came independently on the same 
CBC--birds in fields at Morehead City, NC, 
Dec. 15 (RD, JN). 

Single Clay-colored Sparrows were en- 
countered 4 times, all in the Coastal Plain of 
North Carolina Dec. 15 near Morehead 

City (JN), Dec. 22 near Greenville (ED), 
Jan. 18 near LaGrange (ED), and Jan. 15 and 
22 near Aurora (SC). The only Lark Sparrow 
report was also in the North Carolina 
Coastal Plain, at a sand pit near Rocky 
Mount Jan. 12 (RD). A few Grasshopper 
Sparrows were reported, as usual, and the al- 
ways notable Le Conte's Sparrow was found 
at 4 Coastal Plain locales--near Edenton, 

NC, Dec. 26 (RD), at Huntington Beach 
S.E,Jan. 4 (RC, CE), near Barnwell, SC, Jan. 
18 (RC, CE), and in Greene, GA, Feb. 16 
(RR). For the first time in memory, Fox Spar- 
rows were literally absent in parts of the Re- 
gion, especially inland. A great many•CBCs 
missed the species that had never missed 
them before. It must be assumed that 75+% 

of the sparrows stayed farther n. than usual, 
but why? Lincoln's Sparrows were reported at 
least 8 times, mainly in the Coastal Plain 
where the birds are scarce but regular. The 
better counts were four on the Greenville, 
NC, CBC Dec. 22 (ED) and three near La- 
Grange, NC, Jan. 18 (ED). White-crowned 
Sparrows continue to be seen at Coastal Plain 
sites where very rare a few years ago, but this 
maybe due to better coverage, as populations 
elsewhere in the regular winter range in the 
Region are holding their own or are declin- 
ing. Lapland Longspurs can be difficult to 
find in mild winters, but the species was re- 
ported in Edgecombe (RD), at Ft. Fisher (fide 
RD), at Aurora (SC), and at the Charlotte 
Motor Speedway (TP) in North Carolina; 
and near Barnwell, SC (RC, CE). The Char- 
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1otte Motor Speedway, home to Smith's 
Longspurs a few years ago, hosted the Re- 
gion's first Chestnut-collared Longspur, a 
female present Feb. 29+ (TP, m.ob.). It was 
seen by dozens of birders and photographed 
to confirm the record. Snow Buntings were 
scarce, as expected in a mild winter, with 
only a few sighted, all along the North Car- 
olina coast. 

ICTERIDS, CARDUELINE FINCHES 

A belatedly reported Yellow-headed Black- 
bird an imm. male at Charleston Oct. 13 

(DF et a/.)--makes up for a lack of winter re- 
ports. A handful of Brewer's Blackbirds were 
seen again this winter near Goat I., Claren- 
don, SC (ND, RC); this is that states only re- 
liable wintering locale. Dean noted as many 
as seven Brewer's most of the winter near 

Goldsboro, which is not a regular spot. 
Other reports of Brewer's induded a pair at 
Landrum, SC, Dec. 21 (ST), a female at 
Magnolia Gardens near Charleston Mar. 14 
(ND), and 84 at Augusta Dec. 21 (fideAW). 
An ad. c3 Northern (Bullock's) Oriole visit- 
ed a feeder at Hilton Head I., SC, Feb. 4-12 

(AN, BLo etal.; ph., AN). It was still another 
terrible year for winter finches, and 1 am not 
sure we will ever again witness large numbers 
of Evening Grosbeaks and Pine Siskins in the 
Region. Purple Finches continue to be diffi- 
cult to find; there were no reports ofredpolls 
or crossbills; and the one report of Pine Gros- 
beak unfortunately could not be confirmed 
by birders, which is typical, even though it 
was reported at a feeder. (Pine Grosbeaks re- 
ported in the Region never seem to remain in 
a place long enough to be confirmed by hird- 
ers on succeeding days, nor are there sped- 
mens or photos to confirm the 8-10 sight- 
ings.) House Finches continue to increase, 
and Am. Goldfinches were generally com- 
mon. A few years from now, these 2 species 
may be it for our "winter finches"! 

01•r•era:WendyAllen, Mary Batten (MBa), 
Joyce Bland, Phyllis Bowen (PBo), Rich 
Boyd, Patrick Brisse, John Brunjes, Allen 
Bryan, Molly Bunndl, Robin Carter, Coastal 
Carolina Community College, Don & Doris 
Cohrs (D&DC), Sam Cooper, Stuart Cow- 
ard (StC), Larry Crawford, Wesley Cureton, 
Evelyn Dabbs (EDa), Bill Daughtridge 
(BDa), Kelly Davis, Ricky Davis, Eric Dean, 
Nathan Dias, Steve Dinsmore, Bruce Dralle, 

Barny Dunning (BDu), Caroline Eastman, 
Richard Ellenberg, Bert Fisher, Dennis 
Forsythe, John Fussell, Lex Glover, Gilbert 
Grant, Bill Groce, Randy Grover, Robert 
Hader, Tom Hankins (THan), Todd Hass, 
Herb Hendrickson, Kevin Hennings, Bob 
Holmes, Barbara Hoots (BAH), Jackie 
Howard (Jail), Jennifer Howard, Tim 
Kalbach, Wojcek Krol, Oleta LaBorde, Carol 
Lambert, Pete Laurie, Harry LeGrand, Bob 
Lewis, Elizabeth Link, Henry Link (HLi), 
Barry Lowes (BLo), Marcia Lyons, Kevin 
Markham, Greg Massey, Dennie & Pain Mc- 
Clure (D&PMcC), Roger McNeill, Terry 
Miller (TMi), Terry Moore, Rick Murray 
(RMu), Jeremy Nance, Randy Newman 
Avril Nicholson, John Paget, Dick Parks 
T.K. Patterson, Brian Patteson (BPa), Taylor 
Piephoff, Bill Pulliam, Robert Raffel, Paul 
Raney, George Reeves, Paul Saraceni, Bob 
Sargent (BSa), Jeff Sewell, Nancy Sliwa, Ben 
Smith, Clyde Smith, Clyde Sorenson (CSo), 
Mark Spinks, P.W. Sykes Jr., The Citadel 
Mark Thompson (MTh), Simon Thomp- 
son, Mike Tore, Paris Trail, Brenda Tucker 
Heathy Walker, Charles Walters, Anne Wa- 
ters, Vernon Waters, Don Watts (DWa), 
Don White, Harriett Whitsett (HWh), Bob 
Wood, Peter Worthington, Suzanne Wrenn 
Jeanine Zenge, Howard Zippier. -- HARRY 
E. LeGRAND, JR., N.C. Natural Heritage 
Program, P.O. Box 27687, Raleigh, NC 
27611. 

SeeWhat u're Missing 

ß Unsurpassed Brillianc- 
and Cladty 

ß Precise Construction 

ß 26 Binocular Models 

ß 6 Spotting Telescopes 
ß Multi-coated optics 

ausJENA 

GERMANY 

Europtik, LTD. 
P.O. Box 319- ^B 
Dunmore, P^ 18512 
717-347-6049 
800-873-5362 

ß Wide-angle design 
ß Fold down eye cups 
ß Roof or Porro Prism 

ß Rubber armored or 
leatherette 

ß Generous Eye-Relief 

FLORIDA REGION 
H.P. Langridge 

In south Florida weather conditions were 

near normal for March and most of April. 
The period between April 28 through May 8 
was cool with two record lows and other 

near-record lows. May was one of the driest 
on record, with rainfall over three inches 
below normal. In north Florida, the weather 

was very dry until the last week in May. 
Despite the frightful ideas presented in 

John Terborgh's artide, "Why American 
Songbirds Are Vanishing,'in ScientificAmer- 
ican, it is encouraging to present the good 
news: the warbler migration from, and 
through, the West Indies appeared healthy-- 
this year anyway. Caused by rain and a cold 
front, a localized fallout with "incredible" 

numbers occurred in Miami on April 22 with 
"thousands of birds," induding "hundreds" 
of Blackpoll Warblers, but this fallout was re- 
ported by only one observer, Jeff Goodwin. 
Also from April 29 through May 8, despite 
no rain to ground warblers, observers noted 
remarkable numbers of the regular lower east 
coast migrants (Cape May, Black-throated 
Blue, Blackpoll, American Redstart, Oven- 
bird, and Common Yellowthroat). In con- 
trast to the weather conditions during the 
Miami fallout, these ten days displayed dear 
weather with moderate, but persistent west 
winds, which caused many warblers to pause 
at the first landfall on the lower east coast. 

From Fort Pierce, Jane Brooks reported, 
"Only twdve species [of warblers] were ob- 
served, but the numbers were greater than I 
have observed at any time in recent years." 
From Lantana, Langridge compared his war- 
bler totals this year to thirty past years to es- 
tablish some record- breaking day numbers 
for Palm Beach County. From Delray Beach, 
Brian Hope said, "The biggest ten days ever." 
From Fort Lauderdale, Wally George wrote, 
"West winds during the last week in April 
and the first week in May caused a major 
warbler presence along the south east Florida 
coast." In interior south Dade, John Ogden 
found that between April 27 and May I0, 
"West Indian flyway species were remarkably 
common everywhere," because of cool nights 
and light west winds. From the Keys, Bruce 
Hallett counted two cuckoo and eighty-nine 
warbler road kills during a twenty-mile 
stretch on the Upper Keys on April 30. So be- 
cause of the west winds, many observers were 
impressed by the numbers and the steady 
stream of warblers moving from the West In- 
dies. 

In the northern peninsula, B. Muschlitz 
declared that this spring was the "best migra- 
tion in several years," and that the cause of 
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this good show of warblers was a 
week of west winds, as in the south- 

ern region. 
However, on an alarming note, 

several observers noted the low 
numbers of thrushes, Black- 

whiskered and Red-eyed vireos. 
Boat tours to the Dry Tortugas 

are helping to find more pelagics 
every year because the boats are en- 
tering and staying longer in deeper 
water. The unusual pelagics were a 
Yellow-nosed Albatross, two Sooty 
Shearwaters, three Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrels, a Black-capped Pc- , 
trel, a Black-legged Kittiwake, a } 
Sabine's Gull, and an Arctic Tern. 

When one considers the number ! 

of Caribbean strays found in south 
Florida each year and then considers 
what a minute percentage of coastal 
area covered by observers, then at 
any one moment there must be 
dozens of Caribbean strays on the 
Gold Coast in private areas that are 
inaccessible. This spring the 
Caribbean strays were a Least 
Grebe, two Key West Quail Doves, a La 
Sagrds Flycatcher, a Bahama Swallow, and an 
astonishing four Bahama Mockingbirds. 

For up-to-date data on the state of Florida 
birds, bird observers and especially the sea- 
sonal writers of the Florida Region of Ameri- 
can Birds are indebted to Dr. William 
Robertson and Dr. Glen Woolfenden for the 

use of their draft manuscript, "Florida Bird 
Species: an Annotated List." 

•s:A.B.S. (Archbold Biological Sta- 
tion); Baggs S.P. (Bill Baggs S.P., MiamO; 
Birch S.P. (Hugh •ylor Birch S.P.. Fort Laud- 
erdale); D.T. (Dry •rtugas, Ft. Jej•rson 
N.M.); E.N.P. (Everglades National Park); 
ER.C. (Florida Rarities Committee); P.P.M. 
(Polk Phosphate Mines); S.G.I. (St. George L, 
Franklin Co.). 

LOONS TO WATERFOWL 

At S.G.I. near the spot where one was seen 
this winter, a Pacific Loon, very rare and very 
late, allowed dose study May 24 (?BDN, 
DAE•details to ER.C.). ACom. Loon was 
very late in DuvalMay 21 (MCD). A Least 
Grebe, only the 6th sighting for the state, 
rested on a private pond in Miami Apr. 27 
(HWK). Providing Florida its 3rd report, 
2nd documented, and first specimen 
(*A.B.S., WH), an injured Yellow-nosed Al- 
batross was found on the median strip on 
Highway One on Key Largo in late May. Be- 
tween Key West and D.T., a Black-capped 
Petrel, about 30 state reports, showed itself 
April 19 (TH, m.ob., ph. MT). From D.T. 
waters, the Yankee Freedom flushed near its 

MEX/CO 

ß Tampa ' Oeal•l•SnPerings 

L' -- Swamp Loxaht,•/t•hl/ 

bow a Sooty Shearwater, regular rare visitor 
and first for D.T., Apr. 18 (BR, JR, TWh), 
and another with white underwing covers 
described was spotted there from a boat Apr. 
25 (LS, TTa). From near Rebecca Shoals, 

Monroe, a Band-rumped Storm-Petrel, rare 
to fairly common, was reported Apr. 21 (DS, 
PIH), also from 30 and 31.5 mi e. of Sebas- 
tian Inlet, Brevar• observers saw another 

twice May 30 (DG, BDN, WB, JEC, HPL, 
m.ob.), and a 3rd bird in deep water s.c. of 
Key West was seen May 1 (?JH, ST et al.). A 
White-tailed Tropicbird, rare for this area, 
flew over a boat 25 mi e. of Sebastian Inlet, 

May 30 (DG, m.ob.). 
The very good number of 530 Am. White 

Pelicans gathered at P.P.M., Mar. 28 (PJF). 
Twenty Brown Pelicans at Winter Haven 
Apr. 20 (PS) were perhaps the highest inland 
count ever, but at Marco Rookery, they were 
down 26% from their 19-year mean (THB). 
A Great Cormorant, a rare winter visitor, was 

inland at Levy Apr. 17-22 (RKR, DCH, 
DTF, ?BPM). This spring at Marco, the 
Magnificent Frigate-bird population was 
down 95% from its 19-year mean (THB), 
but on Long Key, D.T., nesting occurred as 
usual. As there has been no nesting for many 
decades, anAm. Bittern reported at L. Semi- 
nole, Pinelias, May 28 (KN) again raised this 
possibility. About 50% of the 4500 pairs of 
White Ibis nesting near E.N.E this spring 
produced young for a relatively successful 
season there (JCO). The Wood Stork 
colonies at Corkscrew (THB), E.N.P. 
(JCO), and Leon (DSE) experienced a very 
good breeding season. The 22 Black-bellied 

Whistling-Ducks in HardeeApr. 19 
(DY) were surely part of the c. Flori- 
da breeding stock, as perhaps the 
one in St. Lucie Mar. 1 l-Apr. 21 (PP 
etal.). At St. Marks N.W.R., a 9 N. 
Pintail was late May 23 (DAE, 
BDN). The 3500 N. Shovelers and 
the 400 Ruddy Ducks at P.P.M., 
Mar. 28 (PJF) were impressive num- 
bers. Also at EEM. May 25 (CG, 
PT) late ducks were a N. Shoveler, 
two Ring-necked Ducks, and three 
Ruddy Ducks. 

RAPTORS TO TERNS 

Unprecedented at D.T., "southern 
Florida, and also trans-Gulf" 

(WBR), 60 Mississippi Kites circled 
in a kettle w. of Garden Key Apr. 21 
(JHo, WB, DL et al.). Always rare 
this far s., a Golden Eagle was spot- 
ted in Polk, Mar. 8 (?PJF et al.). At 
the verys. edge of its breeding range, 
a pair of Cooper's Hawks, rare regu- 
lar residents, successfully fledged 

• three young in Martin (TTo). Nine 
Peregrines at one time ruled the 

skies over Loggerhead Key at D.T., Apr. 26 
(HPL etal.). An imm. Peregrine attacked and 
scratched the head of a maintenance man on 

the roof of a high-rise condo at Jacksonville 
Beach Apr. 8-10. Later, Pat Anderson pho- 
tographed the calling him as it attacked her 
several times. Although whitewash indicated 
that the bird had been there for some time, 

no evidence of nesting was found and the ag- 
gressive bird disappeared shortly thereafter 
(PCP). Strangely, a Black Rail was rescued 
from the water at Key West Apr. 8 (JO) and 
released. 

For a first breeding record for the Keys and 
the southernmost in the U.S., an Am. Coot 

with five chicks was in a small pond on Stock 
I. near Key West this spring (MB, JO, ph. 
PB). A Lesser Golden-Plover, a good find this 
far e., was spotted in DuvalMay 7 PHL), and 
a late bird stayed at Ft. De Soto May 12-16 
(DF, CF, m.ob., video BHA). In Palm Beach, 
the excellent number of 1000 Greater Yel- 

lowlegs and 5000 dowitchers concentrated 
in a drying rice field Mar. 7 (PWS, SAS). 
Flocks of 40 or 50 Spotted Sandpipers total- 
ing 200 w. of Stuart on the St. Lucie R., Apr. 
21 (VE) suggested a staging area. Unusual 
this far s., a wintering Purple Sandpiper 
stayed in s. Dadeuntil Mar. 18 (BM). A Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper, a rare transient, was 
studied at St. Marks N.W.R., May 2 (DSE, 
?TL). A Red-necked Phalarope, a good find, 
was seen on the water and flying s.c. of Key 
West, May 1 (?JH, DS, m.ob.) A Wilson's 
Phalarope, rather scarce, was reported from 
St. Marks N.W.R., May 14-17 (DSE etal.). 

A very late ad. Pomarine Jaeger flew over a 
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boat 34 mi e. of Sebastion Inlet May 30 
(BDN, m.ob.). Seldom seen in ad. plumage 
in Florida, a Sabines Gull, 13th state sight- 
ing, appeared 20 mi s.w. of Key West on Apr. 
25 (tPIH, m.ob.•etails to ER.C.). About 
Apr. 15 (video TH, *E.N.P., SJ), a Black- 
legged Kittiwake, a first for D.T., sported a 
stainless steel leader protruding jauntily 
from its mouth. Capture failed to rectify the 
predicament so the bird was taken to rehabil- 
itators at Key West where it died. Considered 
rare, an Arctic Tern, about 21 reports, flew by 
a boat about 15 mi n.e. of D.T., Apr. 27 
(tPIH, m.ob.•detail to ER.C.). At D.T., A 
Black Noddy with worn wing coverts lin- 
gered Apr. 17-May 2 (BR, m.ob., ph. MP, 
EH, MT, JH) and preened continually dur- 
ing much observing (HPL, ES). A 2nd bird 
in pristine plumage was located Apr. 24-25 
(WB, m.ob.). The 499 Black Skimmers at 
EP.M., Mar. 28 (PJF) was an impressive 
number. 

PIGEONS TO MOCKINGBIRDS 

A White-crowned Pigeon overshot to reach 
Birch S.E May 2 (WG, JD) for the 4th 
Broward sighting. Alachua} first Eur. Col- 
lared Dove surprised local observers Mar. 30 
(JHH). Two Key West Quail-Doves, 1 lth 
and 12th modern-day sightings in the U.S., 
played hide-and-seek with observers: one at 
Birch S.E, Apr. 12-May 24 (WG, m.ob., de- 
tails to ER.C., ph. MP, videofideRP) and an- 
other a Boca Raton May 15-16 (DA, SF, 
•HPL) before the developer-owner closed 
the area to "conservationists." Always tough, 
four Black-billed Cuckoos were seen 

perched: at D.T. one Apr. 19 (BB) and one 
Apr. 24 (ESt); at Boca Raton one May 9 
(BHH), and at Ft. De Soto another stayed 
May 1-16 (HPR, m.ob., video BHA). A 
cuckoo fallout on S.G.I., Apr. 26 (TL, DSE, 
LMe) with over 25 Yellow-billed and two 
rare Black-billed, was extraordinary. A Lesser 
Nighthawk, about 21 sightings and a rare 
transient, was heard and photographed on 
S.G.I., Apr. 28 (ph. JEC--details to R.B.C.). 
On the photo, brown dots on the base of the 
primaries were evident. A Brown-crested 
Flycatcher, a rare but regular winter and 
spring visitor in s. Florida and the Keys, was 
detected on Islamorada Apr. 16 (EH etal.). A 
La Sagra's Flycatcher, about the 12th U.S. 
sighting and the northernmost ever, called 
regularly at Boca Raton Apr. 18 only (call 
taped BHH et al.). In Homestead Mar. 7- 
Apr. 16 (•JB, NP etal.), a Cassin's Kingbird, 
3rd state record, joined a flock of W. King- 
birds and Scissor-tailed Flycatchers. The Ba- 
hama Swallow graced Cutler Ridge for the 
5th year in a row Mar. 25-Apr. 30 (PWS, ph. 
EH). This frequently admired swallow was 
found flattened on the road Apr. 30 (CP• 
*Fl. Mus. of Nat. Hist., WB). Two Bank 

Swallows, considered a rare transient locally, 
appeared at Payne's Prairie, Alachua, Apr. 29 
(BPM, JHH) and three May 9 (RKR, 
WHA). Cliff Swallows, considered acciden- 
tal locally, occurred in Alachua: at Payne's 
Prairie one Apr. 29 (JHH, BPM), and two 
May 9 (RKR), and at L. Alice five May 8 
(DGW, WMA). The E. Bluebird trail at 
Avon Pk. produced 117 eggs and young Apr. 
17 (DF), despite raccoon predation. A very 
late Am. Robin straggled through Ft. De 
Soto May 3 (LSA, BHA). Many observers 
agreed that thrush observations were way 
down this spring. An astonishing four Ba- 
hama Mockingbirds, one more than last 
spring, turned up for the 15th-18th U.S. 
sighting: one at Baggs S.E, Apr. 25-May 4 
(JG etal.); one at Birch S.E, Apr. 25-May 20 
(PD, TW, m.ob.); one at Key West Apr. 30- 

Re Black Noddy is essenfiaily unknown in North 
America except on Bush Key, Dry Tortugas, 
Florida, where this individual was found April 20, 
1992. Note the very wore wing coverts. 
Photograph/Max Parker. 

May 31 (•JH, JO, m.ob.) building a nest; 
and a very gray plumaged bird, 3rd for D.T., 
Apr. 25 only (TH, WB, m.ob., ph. KO, PC, 
video LH) that ate meal worms, compli- 
ments of Larry Hopkins. 

VIREOS TO WARBLERS 

A Philadelphia Vireo, rare on D.T., was pho- 
tographed at a water drip May 1 (ph. AS). 
Several observers reported that Black- 
whiskered and Red-eyed vireo numbers were 
very low on the lower east coast. 

The warblers that regularly use the West 
Indies route were exceptionally evident this 
spring migration because of moderate persis- 
tent west winds. Always a good find, Blue- 
winged Warblers were unexpected at D.T. 
May 1 (ph. AS), Baggs S.P. fallout day Apr. 
22 (JG), and two at Birch S.E Apr. 25 (WG). 
Very rare on the lower e. coast, a Golden- 
winged Warbler appeared at Boca Raton 

Key West Quaii-Dove at Birch State Recreation 
Area, Florida, April 25, 1992. Photogreph/Max 
Parker. 

May 6 (BHH). A"very rare" Lawrence's War- 
bler stayed at Ft. De Soto, Pinelias, Apr. 2-7 
(MSW, m.ob., video BHA). A Nashville 
Warbler in Lakeland surprised observers Apr. 
10 (CG, PT). All-time one-day Palm Beach 
highs for one party were 52 Cape May War- 
blers May 8 (HPL) on Hypoluxo I., but 
"hundreds"on Cedar Key May 2 (DCH) 
eclipsed that easily. Another all-time Palm 
Beach high was 38 Black-throated Blue War- 
blers May 5 (PD) W. Palm Beach and 37 
May 7 (HPL) Hypoluxo I. In early March in 
Palm Beach, the unusually high number of 
11 Black-throated Green Warblers were pre- 
sent (BHH), and another was extremely late 
at D.T. at the end of May (WBR). The only 
Bay-Breasted Warblers reported were at 
S.G.I., Apr. 30 and May 5 (JEC) and at Ft. 
De Soto May 9 (PJF, CG). On D.T., a Yel- 
1ow-rumped Warbler, "Audubon's form," 
8th state sighting and 5th for D.T., was seen 
repeatedly Apr. 23 (HPL et al.). BlackToll 
Warblers were abundant: "hundreds" at 

Baggs S.P., Apr. 22 (JG), a "major fallout" at 
Cedar Key and Alachua May 8-9 (BPM), and 
"very high numbers" at Leon late this spring 
(BDN). No high counts of Black-and-white 
Warblers were reported. Four Cerulean War- 
biers were found: one May 7 (BHH) for only 
the 2nd Palm Beach sighting, one Apr. 30 
(MW) in Miami, and two males Apr. 1 & 4 
(DCH et al.) at Cedar Key. There were over 
100 Ovenbirds in W. Palm Beach May 4 
(PD) and over 100 at Baggs S.P., Apr. 23 
(JG). During the Apr. 22 (JG) fallout the as- 
tounding number of 100 N. Waterthrushes, 
60 counted around one small pond, flooded 
Baggs S.P. Seldom seen on the lower e. coast, 
Kentucky Warblers turned up at Boca Raton 
May 2 (HPD and Apr. 14 (LV, BHH) and 
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boat 34 ml e of Sebasnon Inlet May 30 
(BDN, m.ob.). Seldom seen in ad. plumage 
in Florida, a Sabine's Gull, 13th state sight- 
lng, appeared 20 mi s.w. of Key West on Apr. 
25 (•-PIH, m.ob.•details to F,R.C.). About 
Apr. 15 (video TH, *E.N.P., SJ), a Black- 
legged Kittiwake, a first for D.T., sported a 
stainless steel leader protruding jauntily 
from its mouth. Capture failed to rectify the 
predicament so the bird was taken to rehabil- 
ltators at Key West where it died. Considered 
rare, an Arctic Tern, about 21 reports, flew by 
a boat about 15 mi n.e. of D.T., Apr. 27 
(•-PIH, m.ob.--detail to ER.C.). At D.T., A 
Black Noddy with worn wing coverts lin- 
gered Apr. 17-May 2 (BR, m.ob., ph. MP, 
EH, MT, JH) and preened continually dur- 
ing much observing (HPL, ES). A 2nd bird 
in pristine plumage was located Apr. 24-25 
(WB, m.ob.). The 499 Black Skimmers at 
P.P.M., Mar. 28 (PJF) was an impressive 
number. 

PIGEONS TO MOCKINGBIRDS 

A White-crowned Pigeon overshot to reach 
Birch S.P. May 2 (WG, JD) for the 4th 
Broward sighting. Alachua} first Eur. Col- 
lared Dove surprised local observers Mar. 30 
(JHH). Two Key West Quail-Doves, 1 lth 
and 12th modern-day sightings in the U.S., 
played hide-and-seek with observers: one at 
Birch S.P., Apr. 12-May 24 (WG, m.ob., de- 
tails to ER.C., ph. MP, videofideRP) and an- 
other a Boca Raton May 15-16 (DA, SF, 
•-HPL) before the developer-owner closed 
the area to "conservationists." Always tough, 
four Black-billed Cuckoos were seen 

perched: at D.T. one Apr. 19 (BB) and one 
Apr. 24 (ESt); at Boca Raton one May 9 
(BHH), and at Ft. De Soto another stayed 
May 1-16 (HPR, m.ob., video BHA). A 
cuckoo fallout on S.G.I., Apr. 26 (TL, DSE, 
LMe) with over 25 Yellow-billed and two 
rare Black-billed, was extraordinary. A Lesser 
Nighthawk, about 21 sightings and a rare 
transient, was heard and photographed on 
S.G.I., Apr. 28 (ph. JEC--details to R.B.C.). 
On the photo, brown dots on the base of the 
primaries were evident. A Brown-crested 
Flycatcher, a rare but regular winter and 
spring visitor in s. Florida and the Keys, was 
detected on IslamoradaApr. 16 (EH etal.). A 
La Sagra's Flycatcher, about the 12th U.S. 
sighting and the northernmost ever, called 
regularly at Boca Raton Apr. 18 only (call 
taped BHH et al.). In Homestead Mar. 7- 
Apr. 16 (•-JB, NP etal.), a Cassin's Kingbird, 
3rd state record, joined a flock of W. King- 
birds and Scissor-tailed Flycatchers. The Ba- 
hama Swallow graced Cutler Ridge for the 
5th year in a row Mar. 25-Apr. 30 (PWS, ph. 
EH). This frequently admired swallow was 
found flattened on the road Apr. 30 (CP-- 
*FI Mus of Nat Hist, WB) Two Bank 

Swallows, considered a rare transient locally, 
appeared at Payne's Prairie, Alachua, Apr. 29 
(BPM, JHH) and three May 9 (RKR, 
WHA). Cliff Swallows, considered acciden- 
tal locally, occurred in Alachua: at Payne's 
Prairie one Apr. 29 (JHH, BPM), and two 
May 9 (RKR), and at L. Alice five May 8 
(DGW, WMA). The E. Bluebird trail at 
Avon Pk. produced 117 eggs and young Apr. 
17 (DF), despite raccoon predation. A very 
late Am. Robin straggled through Ft. De 
Soto May 3 (LSA, BHA). Many observers 
agreed that thrush observations were way 
down this spring. An astonishing four Ba- 
hama Mockingbirds, one more than last 
spring, turned up for the 15th-18th U.S. 
sighting: one at Baggs S.P., Apr. 25-May 4 
(JG etal.); one at Birch S.P., Apr. 25-May 20 
PD, TW, m.ob.); one at Key West Apr. 30- 

The Black Noddy is essentially unknown in North 
America except on Bush Key, Dry Tortugas, 
Florida, where this individual was found April 20, 
1992. Note the very worn wing coverts. 
Photograph/Max Parker. 

May 31 (•-JH, JO, m.ob.) building a nest; 
and a very gray plumaged bird, 3rd for D.T., 
Apr. 25 only (TH, WB, m.ob., ph. KO, PC, 
video LH) that ate meal worms, compli- 
ments of Larry Hopkins. 

VIREOS TO WARBLERS 

A Philadelphia Vireo, rare on D.T., was pho- 
tographed at a water drip May 1 (ph. AS). 
Several observers reported that Black- 
whiskered and Red-eyed vireo numbers were 
very low on the lower east coast. 

The warblers that regularly use the West 
Indies route were exceptionally evident this 
spring migration because of moderate persis- 
tent west winds. Always a good find, Blue- 
winged Warblers were unexpected at D.T. 
May 1 (ph. AS), Baggs S.P. fallout day Apr. 
22 (JG), and two at Birch S.P. Apr. 25 (WG). 
Very rare on the lower e. coast, a Golden- 
winged Warbler appeared at Boca Raton 

Key West Quail-Dove at Birch State Recreation 
Area, Florida, April 25, 1992. Photograph/Max 
Parker. 

May 6 (BHH). A"very rare" Lawrence's War- 
bler stayed at Ft. De Soto, Pinelias, Apr. 2-7 
(MSW, m.ob., video BHA). A Nashville 
Warbler in Lakeland surprised observers Apr 
10 (CG, PT). All-time one-day Palm Beach 
highs for one party were 52 Cape May War- 
biers May 8 (HPL) on Hypoluxo I., but 
"hundreds" on Cedar Key May 2 (DCH) 
eclipsed that easily. Another all-time Palm 
Beach high was 38 Black-throated Blue War- 
biers May 5 (PD) W. Palm Beach and 37 
May 7 (HPL) Hypoluxo I. In early March m 
Palm Beach, the unusually high number of 
11 Black-throated Green Warblers were pre- 
sent (BHH), and another was extremely late 
at D.T. at the end of May (WBR). The only 
Bay-Breasted •Warblers reported were at 
S.G.I., Apr. 30 and May 5 (JEC) and at Ft 
De Soto May 9 (PJF, CG). On D.T., a Yel- 
low-rumped Warbler, "Audubon's form," 
8th state sighting and 5th for D.T., was seen 
repeatedly Apr. 23 (HPL et al.). Blackpoll 
Warblers were abundant: "hundreds" at 

Baggs S.P., Apr. 22 (JG), a "major fallout" at 
Cedar Key and Alachua May 8-9 (BPM), and 
"very high numbers" at Leon late this spring 
(BDN). No high counts of Black-and-white 
Warblers were reported. Four Cerulean War- 
biers were found: one May 7 (BHH) for only 
the 2nd Palm Beach sighting, one Apr. 30 
(MW) in Miami, and two males Apr. 1 & 4 
(DCH et al.) at Cedar Key. There were over 
100 Ovenbirds in W. Palm Beach May 4 
(PD) and over 100 at Baggs S.P., Apr. 23 
(JG). During the Apr. 22 (JG) fallout the as- 
tounding number of 100 N. Waterthrushes, 
60 counted around one small pond, flooded 
Baggs S.P. Seldom seen on the lower e. coast, 
Kentucky Warblers turned up at Boca Raton 
May 2 (HPL) and Apr. 14 (LV, BHH) and 
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BLrch S P, Apr 27 (BHH) and Apr 13 (MW 
et al.). Remarkably, this spring Palm Beach 
totaled 17 Connecticut Warblers, Pinelias 
10, Dade7, Sarasota 7 (all banded, SS, ASt), 
Broward6, Franklin 4, Alachua 2, Levy 2, and 
Polk 1. The very rare Mourning Warbler ex- 
cLted observers on Largo, Pinelias, Apr. 20 
(KDN, BRP). On Hypoluxo I. May 5 (HPL, 
TT), observers counted an all-time high for 
Palm Beach for one party in spring of 163 
Com. Yellowthroats feeding on lawns. Five 
different Wilson's Warblers were reported in 
Palm Beach during early March (BHH) for 
an excellent number, and one migrant sur- 
prised an observer at Jacksonville Apr. 12 
(JPC). A late c• Hooded Warbler was feeding 
on a lawn on Hypoluxo I. May 5 (HPL, TT). 

GROSBEAKS TO FINCHES 

Unusual in winter, a Blue Grosbeak re- 
mained at Belle Glade Marina until Mar. 21 

(BHH). The wintering Stripe-headed Tan- 
ager tarried in s. Dade until Mar. 3 (LM). A 
c• W. Tanager, a rare winter visitor, was re- 
ported in s. DadeMar. 10 (PWS, SAS), and a 
9 Western was migrating at Ft. De Soto, 
Pmellas, Apr. 19 (JDD). A wintering Clay- 
colored Sparrow lingered at a L. Worth feed- 
er until Apr. 14 (GSH). Astoundingly, an- 
other very late Clay-colored came to a water 
drip May 1 (ph. AS) for a first spring sighting 
for D.T. Normally secretive, a Le Conte's 
Sparrow was found in one small patch of 
grass in Dixie from Mar. 17-May 5 (ph. 
?JEC), NW), the latest date "documented." 
Always a good find, "several" White- 
crowned Sparrows were singing w. of Florida 
C•ty, Dade, Apr. 2 (PWS, SAS). After eating 
meal worms and enjoying a water drip, a 
scarce Lincoln's Sparrow decided on an ex- 
tended stay at D.T., Apr. 25-May 3 (m.ob., 
ph. AS, et al,). Only four 9 Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds were spotted this spring: one at L. 
Harbor, Palm Beach, Mar. 14 (HPL, EW), 
two s.w. Palm Beach, Mar. 9 (PWS, SAS), 
and one at Lakeland, Mar. 27 (KR). At D.T. 
the Shiny Cowbird (ph. MT, JH) migration 
slowed dramatically this spring, but a d' 
Shiny was spotted in Jacksonville Apr. 18 
(RKR), a female at Ft. De Soto Apr. 25 (LSA, 
MSW), and another bird in Hillsborough. 
May 9 (LAH). A Bronzed Cowbird, irregular 
local winter visitor, was carefully studied on 
Longboat Key, Manatee, Apr. 13 ('}'JGi). 
Belle Glade Marina produced an early Or- 
chard Oriole, always a delight for'Palm Beach 
Mar. 7-21 (DF, BHH), and a very late bird 
appeared May 11 (MSW) at Ft. De Soto. 
The surprising number of 12 N. Orioles 
brightened the Baggs S.P. fallout on Apr. 22 
(JG). A wintering Pine Siskin tarried at a 
Jacksonville feeder until Apr. 11 (TDW). On 
Mar. 29 (DSE) over Tallahassee, "htmdreds" 
of Am Goldfinches were flying in apparent 

m•granon. A House F•nch ws•ted a feeder •n 
Gainesville Apr. 23-May 26 (JJM) to extend 
its range south. 

An Alexandrine Parakeet, an new species of 
parrot for Florida, was reported in Home- 
stead Mar. 27 (PWS, SAS, WBR). 

Con'eJbutors and Obse•ers (Area editors in 
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L.S. Atherton, Dan Austin, Jim Bangma, 
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ONTARIO REGION 
Ron D. lgOir 

Over most of Ontario extended cold spells 
dominated the weather and the punctuated 
surges of warm southerly air produced some 
exciting migration. South of Sudbury the mild 
conditions of early March induced early move- 
ment, but the next four weeks brought extreme 
cold that halted the migrants and concentrated 
waterfowl. April continued to be colder and 
wetter than usual and the dam broke during 
the third week to dump a large number of mi- 
grants along Lake Erie without penetration 
further north. May remained cooler than the 
norm until late in the month. Farther north, 

the cold March and April delayed passage by 
up to two weeks as lakes remained ice- covered 
until mid-May even at the latitudes of Thun- 
der Bay. However warm southerly air surged 
northwards to reach Sudbury, North Bay and 
Thunder Bay May 17-21, which brought huge 
numbers of migrants. Some 10,000 passefines 
arrived at the Mississagi Light on Manitoulin 
Island May 17 between 0730-1030h, which 
induded flycatchers, vireos, warblers, tanagers 
and orioles. At North Bay, a White-eyed Vireo 
and Kentucky and Cerulean Warblers ap- 
peared while northwest at Thunder Bay, 
35,000 and 10,000 warblers were grounded 
May 20 and 21 respectively. 

Strong passage was noted for loons, 
grebes, egrets, and owls, but a weak flight oc- 
curred for waders except for Whimbrel. The 
Red-bellied Woodpecker and Carolina Wren 
continued their range consolidation. Rarities 
induded Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, 
Cinnamon Teal, Mississippi Kite, Swainsons 
Hawk, California Gull, White-winged Tern 
and Hooded Oriole. The Hooded Oriole is 
the first for Canada. 

Abbreviations: Pelee (Point Pelee Nat• Park 
and Vicinity); P.E.Pt. (Prince Edward Point), 
Algonquin, Presqu'ile and Rondeau are 
Provincial Parks. Place names in italics de- 

note counties. 

LOONS TO IBISES 

The 390 Red-throated Loons in the south 

were unprecedented numbers for spring and 
are 22 times the 1981-91 spring average of 18 
birds. The largest concentrations were the 150 
off Pt. Clark, BruceApr. 28 (AWM), 110 far- 
ther n. at Kincardine, Bruce, Apr. 23 (AWM), 
and 90 which migrated over w. Hamilton Bay 
Mar. 26-Apr. 24 (KAM). Singles were w. to 
Turkey Pt. Apr. 25 (RDM) and e. to Cobourg 
Apr. 7 (ERM), Amherst I. May 16 (K.EN.) 
and Westport Apr. 30 (JKW). In the north 
four passed Thtmder Cape near Thunder Bay 
May 27-30 (DSh) Further west at Atikokan 
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Hamilton- 

ß Sarnia 
ß London 

May 3, 120+ Com. Loons congregated on 
Snow L to await the late thaw (DHE). In the 
south 115 Commons per hour migrated along 
the Grand R., Apr. 29 (DG, WL) and 125 ar- 
rived at P.E.Pt. May 2 (K. EN.). The 24 Pied- 
billed Grebes at Pelee Apr. 21 represent a local 
high count (AW). The flight of Horneds was 
strong and the largest tallies included 1870 
birds at Rondeau Apr. 26 (KJB, JTB), 120 at 
P.E.Pt. Apr. 21-25 (K. EN.), and 90 offshore 
EtobicokeApr. 23-25 (RY, EAJ). Red-neckeds 
were again numerous, led by 138 at Whitby 
May 4 (BH, MJB) as they migrated W during 
evening, 80 offshore Cabot Head, Bruce, Apr. 
25 (MJP), 40 each at Belanger Pt. Manitonlin 
I., Apr. 19 (JCN) and Cobourg Apr. 1-15 
(ERM). The eight inland at 3 sites in Middle- 
sexApr. 24-25 are also noteworthy (fidePAR). 
Single Eared Grebes were at Richmond Hill 
Apr. 17 (SM, JRM) and Hamilton Apr. 29- 
May 1 (KAM eta/.). Farther north one pair ap- 
peared at the Rainy River sewage lagoons May 
29 (DHE, MCE). 

Out of range Am. White Pelicans totalled 
13 birds, which included the six at Long Pt. 
May 15, five ofwhich remained until May 31 
(JDM et al.), four at Ivy Lea, Leeds, Apr. 30 
(fide KD), and singles in the Hamilton area 
Apr. 15-17 (MWJ, RZD eta/.), Keswick, York, 
May 15 (TH, DFe et al.), and Evansville, 
Manitoulln I., May 21 (ph. AW, KZ). The sin- 
gle Least Bittern in Carden Township, Victo- 
ria, May 22 was at the n. edge of its breeding 
range (RJP). Great Egret numbers, away from 

the traditional southwest, equalled 14 (1982- 
1991 spring average of 9). They were in Little 
Current, Parry Sound, Aurora, Whitby, Dar- 
lington, Sunderland, Kingston, Amherst I., 
and Wolfe I., Apr. 4-May 29. The six Snowy 
Egrets exceed the 1982-1991 spring average of 
four birds. Two were at Pelee May 2 (RZD et 
al.) and singles were at Oshawa Apr. 8 (JR), 
Dundas marsh Apr. 14 (MSB), Long Pt. May 
6 (PNP eta/.) and Pelee May 17 (MC, LJN et 
al.). Single Little Blues were at Normandale, 
Haldimand-Nor•lk, May 1 (RVT), Stoney 
Pt., Essex, May 2 (RECB), and Pelee May 13 
(fideAW). The species' 1977-1991 spring av- 
erage is two birds. The only Cattle Egret re- 
ported away from the extreme s.w. was the sin- 
gle in Kingston Apr. 26 (M. Lee). One Yellow- 
crowned Night-Heron lingered in Samia Apr. 
21-29 (ph. RK eta/.), a total that equals the 
31-year spring average. The showing by 
Glossy Ibis was the best since 1982 and the 
seven birds exceed the 1982-1991 spring aver- 
age of two. Three were at Toronto's e. Head- 
land May 2 (MKM) and singles appeared at 
Pelee Apr. 27-May 9 (PR, BW et aL), 
Smithville, Niagara, May 7 (JD et al.), Stoney 
L., Peterborough, May 8-10 (RWelch), and well 
north at North Bay May 23-30 (RDT eta/.). 

WATERFOWL 

Numbers of Tundra Swans were high again 
in the southwest. Peak tallies were 7589 at 

Long Pt., Mar. 16 (RWK); 5000 each at Ron- 
deau Mar. 17 (SCh) and Ingersoll Mar. 19 

(DNB); 4500 each at Aylmer Mar. 
20 (RCR) and Woodstock Mar. 21 
(JMH et aL); and 3500 over 
Hagersville Mar. 10 (WS). Dis- 
placed E were 17 at Gananoque 
Apr. 7 (J. Haig) and one in Os- 
goode, Ottawa-Carleton, Apr. 18 
(R Curtis). Two Greater White- 
fronted Geese were in Sudbury 
Apr. 26 for that regions first ever 
(G & BC) and two others re- 
mained at Long Pt., Mar. 12-22 
(GEW, BC). Singles arrived with 
Canadas in Orillia May 13 (CBo, 
RLB) and Strathroy Mar. 25 
(AMcL et al.). Ross' Geese were in 
Winisk on the Hudson Bay coast 
May 24-28 and numbered 14 on 
the last date (RDM). The 3000 
Brant off Amherst I. May 16 were 
the most reported by far (A & JS). 

Noteworthy concentrations of 
dabbling ducks included the 57 
Wood Ducks at Pelee May 13 (AW, 
JLD eta/.); the 200, 193, and 158 
Green-winged Teal at Long Pt., 
Apr. 8-9 (L.P.B.O.), Rondeau Apr. 
5 (KJB, SCh), and Pelee Apr. 26 
(AW) respectively; as well as the 590 

ß ' and 98 N. Pinrail at Pelee Mar. 26- 

27 (AW) and Long Pt., Mar. 10 (L.P.B.O.) re- 
spectively. Others were the 245, 103, and 31 
Gadwall at Pelee Mar. 30 (AW), Long Pt. Apr. 
13 (L.P.B.O.) and Gore Bay Manitoulin I. 
May 23 (CTB) respectively; and 1680, 1123 
and 800 Am. Wigeon at Pelee Mar. 30 (AW), 
Long Pt. Apr. 3 (L.P.B.O.) and Rondeau May 
17 (SCh). The single c• Eur. (Green-winged) 
Teal at Pelee Mar. 28 is that area'a 3rd ever 

(AW). Single c• Cinnamon Teal were in Oril- 
lia Apr. 26-May 1 (ph. RLB) and Whitby's 
Cranberry marsh May 9-24 (fide MJB). The 
1982-1991 average is one per spring. The 16 
Eur. Wigeon are over triple the 12-year spring 
average of five and are an unprecedented total. 
In the north one male remained in Thunder 

Bay May 2-4 (NGE, AGH eta/.) and another 
tarried in Wawa from early May to May 31 
(RMW). Farther south four were at Pelee 
Mar. 27, Mar. 28-May 4, Apr. 16-22 (AW) 
and May 10 (RandAH), and at least three lin- 
gered at Long Pt., Mar. 13-Apr. 13 (PNP). 
The others were singles in the Dundas marsh 
and area Mar. 8, 26-27, Apr. 5 (N. Murr, RGF, 
GP); Fanshawe, Middlesex, Mar. 9 (DAM); 
Aylmer Mar. 29 (AHL); Tilbury, Kent, May 
13-15 (JH, BDJ etal.); Ridgetown, Kent, May 
14 (JH, BDJ); Amherst I. May 14-24 (MB et 
al.); and Whitby May 21-22 (JMS eta/.). 

Diving ducks also appeared in significant 
numbers. The greatest counts were the 
18,203 Canvasbacks at Long Pt., Mar. 16 
(RWK); the 4381 and 2000 Redheads at 
Long Pt., Mar. 19 (RWK) and Presqu'ile 
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Mar. 28 (SH) respectxvely, the 1500, 1178 
and 1000 Ring-necked Ducks at Mounts- 
berg C.A., •llington, Apr. 18 (RVT) and 
Long Pt., Mar. 19 (L.P.B.O.) and Presqu'ile 
Mar. 28 (SH) respectively. Eider totals were 
unprecedented and were part of the huge 
congregation of scoters overwintering at the 
w end of L. Ontario. Three 9 Common Ei- 

ders were studied alongside King Eiders Mar. 
26 off Burlington (RZD), and 57 King Ei- 
ders were there Mar. 27 (P Rose), which rep- 
resent the peak count for the winter. One 9 
Harlequin Duck was also at Burlington Mar. 
8-May 31 (DG, WL) and other singles ap- 
peared at Pickering Mar. 7 (DW), and Whir- 
by Apr. 17 (MHo), which compare with the 
1982-91 average of two per spring. Thou- 
sands of Oldsquaw passed over Kingston 
May 16-20 (K. EN.) and Manitoulin I. May 
18-22, where at the latter location 3700 and 

3000 congregated at Belanger Pt. May 20 & 
21 (JCN). SurfScoter rafts contained 80, 55, 
and 40 at Burlington Mar. 29 (GN, KAM, 
GC); Rondeau May 9 (KJB, SCh, JTB); and 
Whitby May 18 (MJB) respectively, which 
are excellent nu. mbers. The 18 at Pele e Apr. 
25 were a record high (AW). Some 15,000 
White-wingeds fed offshore Burlington Mar. 
9 (RZD, JLO etal.). Overwintering Barrow's 
Goldeneyes were singles at Bronte to Mar. 29 
(MWJ etal.) and Lakefield to Apr. 3 (T Bigg) 
and two in Cornwall to Mar. 4 (BMD) and 
Ottawa until Apr. 17 (JPC). Record tallies of 
Bufflehead were the 211 at Pelee Apr. 7 (AW) 
and 200 off Manitoulin I., Apr. 10 (JCN). 
Some 234 were at Long Pt., Apr. 13 
(L.P.B.O.). The 200 Hooded Mergansers off 
Manitoulin I., Apr. 10 are a record high 
(JCN). Record-late departures included the 
sxngle Canvasback and Greater Scaup at 
Tavistock May 31 (JMH). 

VULTURES TO CRANES 

Sxngle Black Vultures passed Grimsby Apr. 4 
(KAM, GM et al.) and Long Pt., Apr. 14 
(DSh) to constitute the province's 10th and 
1 lth since 1981. The trend to earlier-arriv- 

xng Turkey Vultures continued with single 
mxgrants at Long Pt., Feb. 28 (L.P.B.O.), 
Whitby Mar. 5 (MJB), and Gananoque Mar. 
10 (J Haig). The 64 Ospreys tallied at the 
Grimsby hawk lookout is a record high there 
(MEH). For the 4th consecutive spring, a 
Mississippi Kite appeared at Pelee May 13- 
16 (ph. BCh, DWi etal.) and another in first 
summer plumage, or the same individual, 
was there May 26 (GTH) for the province's 
14th and 15th sightings. Early Broad- 
wxnged Hawks were singles in Georgian Bay 
Islands N.P., Mar. 28 (HB), Whitney Apr. 5 
(JA, LSW), and Uxbridge, Durham, Apr. 7 
(MJB). Another was well north of range at 
Moosonee May 14 (RDM). A nicely de- 
scribed ad Swainson's Hawk at Fanshawe, 

Mzddlesex, Apr. 25 (W & CL) was probably 
the same individual seen at Woodstock Apr. 
26 (JMH) to provide about the 14th for On- 
tario. Two reports of single Ferruginous 
Hawks were received, viz. Grimbsy Apr. 13 
(DC, BCh et al.) and Tavistock May 18 
(JMH). Late Rough-leggeds to leave the 
south were singles at Aylmer May 25 (DAM, 
LW), Brantford May 27 (WL), and Long Pt. 
May29 (L.P.B.O.). 

The 22 Golden Eagles are over double the 
1982-1991 average of 10 per spring and were 
led by a record-tying high of 12 at the Grimsby 
hawkwatch (MEH et al.). The 33 Peregrine 
Falcons are also more than the species' 1982- 
1991 spring average of 23 birds. Noteworthy 
is the individual in Thunder Bay Mar. 30-Apr. 
11 that wore a red ring on its right leg (NGE, 
AGH). Gyrfalcons left over from the winter 
incursion were single grey birds at Long Pt. 
until Mar. 8 (RDM etal.), Manitoulin I. until 
Apr. 12 (DBF), Ottawa until Apr. 27 (BMD), 
and a dark individual at Lively to Apr. 20 
(CTB), and one (no colour reported) in 
Thunder Bay to Apr. 7 (GAW). 

The four and three King Rails at Pelee 
May 17-27, and May 18-29 (AW et al.) were 
the only reports. Noteworthy tallies of Am. 
Coot were the 461 and 440 at Pelee Apr. 21 
and Apr. 26 (AW) respectively. The 192 
Sandhill Cranes are a record spring high for 
the province as numbers of this species con- 
tinue to increase. All but eight occurred from 
Pelee and areas n. to Sudbury Mar. 14-May 
21. The eight extralimitals included a pair in 
the Ottawa area Apr. 18 (BMD, RAB et al.), 
three in Whitby Apr. 6-22 (BH, MJB, SCn), 
singles at Presqu'ile Apr. 23 (DTy et al.), Al- 
gonquin Apr. 30 (TW), and P.E.Pt. May 10 
(KFE, MCEs). 

SHOREBIRDS 

The weak flight of littorals was punctuated 
by some noteworthy sightings. The 1560 
Black-bellied Plover at Port Crewe, Kent, 

May 19 were th e most reported (AW) and are 
a high tally for anywhere in the south. The 
Piping Plover continues to struggle to sur- 
vive as a breeding species within Ontario and 
only three were noted this season. Singles 
were at Turkey Pt. Apr. 26 (DG et al.), Dor- 
cas Bay, Bruce, May 15 (MW et al.), and 
Pelee I. May 16 (YRT). The only Am. Avo- 
cets were two at Pelee Apr. 27-28 (PR). Ap- 
pearance of this species is highly erratic and 
its 1982-1991 average equals 5 per spring. 
Willet numbers were also below the 10-year 
spring average of 31 birds. This season's 13 
included six at Pelee Apr. 20-May 20 (NFS et 
al.), four in Sault Ste. Marie during late April 
(ATW etal.), two at Bright's Grove May 17- 
22 (DFR, AHR) and one at Port Elgin May 
13-20 (RR, MJP). The two Upland Sand- 
pipers at Burks Falls, Parry Sound, Apr 18 (A 

Mxlls) and one xn Matachewan May 21 (LT) 
were unusual. 

Contrary to the weak showing by waders, 
Whimbrels were grounded in large numbers 
mainly along the w. end of L. Ontario and 
along Manitoulin I. The greatest numbers 
appeared in the Toronto area where strong 
NE winds downed respectively 2000 and 
340 in Etobicoke and Whitby May 24 (JG, 
LF et al.). Other Whimbrels included the 
350 at Whitby May 18 (MJB et al.), 296 
along Manitoulin I. May 21 (JCN), 220 at 
Presqu'ile May 26 (SML), and 26 migrating 
high over Thunder Cape, Thunder BayMay 
25 (DSh). Only two Hudsonian Godwits 
were noted, fewer than the 1975-1991 aver- 

age of 10 per spring. Singles were at Parkhill 
May 27 (JC), a first spring occurrence for 
Middlesex and at Long Pt. May 31 (DLG, 
PNP). However, the nine Marbleds were 
more than the 10-year spring average of six 
These were five at Rainy River May 17 
(DHE, DGr), two at Thunder Bay May 26 
(RMW), and singles at Pelee Apr. 24 (AW) 
and Aylmer May 30-June 1 for Elgin} first 
ever (DAM). The 15 Ruddy Turnstones and 
lone Red Knot at Tavistock May 28 fur- 
nished Oxj3rd}3rd spring record (JMH). An 
early Red Knot appeared at Pelee May 14 
(AW etal.) a. nd one in Thunder Bay was that 
areas 3rd in 10 years (NGE, RMW). 

The W Sandpiper at Port Perry May 30- 
June 1 (MJB, PHo) was the only report. Some 
3300 Dunlin were along the Oshawa-Whitby 
lakeshore May 24 (BH). Eastedy displace- 
ments of Stilt Sandpipers were the singles 
near Maple, York, May 18 (GMB, JRM) and 
in e. Hamilton Bay May 28 (P. Rose, KAM) 
Six Ruffs were found; the females were two in 

Aylmer May 18 (DAM) and one at Winona 
May 16-17 (W Crins etal.). The males were 
singles at Sombra, Lambton, May 2 (white 
collar, R & JS), Little Current, Manitoulin I 
May 18-19 (black collar, CTB, JMB), and 
Whitby May 22 (red collar, JS). The only 
subspecies of Short-billed Dowitcher report- 
ed was L. g. grriseus, which numbered seven in 
e. Hamilton BayMay28 (P Rose, KAM), two 
at Tavistock also May 28 (JMH), and two at 
Beaverton May 31 (RJP). Peak counts of Wil- 
sons Phalaropes were the 25 at Embrun, Rus- 
sell, May 21 (BMD) and the 20 adults on 
Amherst I. May 31, mos• of which remained 
to nest (PG, JHE). One nest on Amherst I 
May 31 contained four eggs (PG, JHE). Sin- 
gle Red-necked Phalaropes appeared at Port 
Perry May 23-25 (MJB et al.), Aylmer May 
25 (DAM), and Tavistock May 26 for Ox- 
./brd}2nd spring record (JMH etal.). 

GULLS, TERNS 

An ad. Parasitic Jaeger, probably overwinter- 
ing on the Great Lakes, was in the Bronte 
Harbour Mar 1 (LF) For the 2nd consecu- 
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tive spring, Laughing Gulls appeared in 
numbers well above the 1 O-year spring aver- 
age of three. All 7 sightings were of adults 
and singles at Pelee Apr. 20 (AW), Sarnia 
May6 & 26 (DFR etal.), Beaverton May 15- 
18 (RJP etal.), Erieau May 16 (D. Tata et 
al.), Turkey Pt. May 23-30 0LO etal.), and 
Rock Point EE May24 (K. Roy etal.). Ahy- 
brid Laughing X Ring-billed Gull was at 
Pelee Mar. 18 (AW). Single ad. Franklins 
were in Guelph Mar. 5 for lY&llington} 3rd 
ever 0Sk, RCa) and at Lake-of-the-Woods 
May 15 (DGr). This total of two is exactly 
half the 10-year spring average. The Litde 
Gull flight was strong in the south with the 
129 birds, of which 73 occurred from sites 

along or near L. Erie, 26 near L. Ontario, 28 
at Niagara, singles in Ottawa Apr. 22 (D & 
LS) and in Wiarton, Grey, May 17 for the 
county's first (DFi). Eight arrived in the 
Moosonee area May 16, where 25 also gath- 
ered May 23 (RDM et al.). Peak tallies of 
Bonaparte's were the 20,000 and 12,000 at 
Long Pt. May 1 and Apr. 20 respectively 
(L.P.B.O.), and 4400 at Niagara-on-the- 
Lake Apr. 13 (GBe). Ring-billed Gull num- 
bers remained high, led by the group of 
50,000+ at Long Pt. during March 
(L.EB.O.) and the approximately 42,000 
nesting pairs on Toronto's e. Headland dur- 
ing May (GS). The ad. California Gull along 
the Long Pt. causeway Mar. 22 (RCR) was 
probably the same individual at Pelee Mar. 
23 (AW). About 13 have appeared in On- 
tario since 1981. 

The 45 Iceland Gulls, which include nine 

Thayer's, were about average numbers but 
the 45 Glaucous were fewer than the norm. 
Lesser Black-backeds numbered 20, the low- 

est spring total since 1987 but greater than 
the 1982-1991 average of 14 birds per 
spring. Their distribution Mar. 11-May 30 
was 12 birds along or near L.Erie, 4 along L. 
Ontario, singles in Ottawa Apr. 5 and May 5 
(BMD, RAB), Kincardine May 1 (AWM), 
and Moosonee May 16-24 (RDM, SS). The 
Great Black-backed in Peterborough until 
Apr. 11 was late for this inland location (AB) 
and the 320 at the tip of Long Pt. were a 
noteworthy concentration (L.EB.O.). 

Early Caspian Terns were singles at 
Hamilton Apr. 5 (KAM), Pt. Clark Bruce 
Apr. 13 (AWM), and Woodstock Apr. 17 
0MH). The only report of an Arctic Tern 
was the single at Ottawa May 31 (BMD, 
MG), a species that typically moves up the 
Ottawa R. during early June. The two 
Forster's at Guelph Apr. 21 provided the 4th 
ever for l•llington (JSk). Away from the tra- 
ditional southwest for this species, at least 
four frequented the Oshawa-Whitby area 
Apr. 20-May 13 (DT, RGT, MJB et al.), 2 
each at Cobourg Apr. 19 (fideCEG) and Pt. 
Clark May 8 (AWM), and one off Amherst 

I., Apr. 20 (PG). The ad. White-winged 
Tern at Sombra May 7 (WS) and nearby Port 
Lambton May 8 (DFR, SR et al.) was On- 
tario's 2nd ever and probably the same indi- 
vidual that appeared at the same time and lo- 
cation last spring. One Black Tern at Long 
Pt., Apr. 8 was very early (MSD). 

DOVES TO SHRIKES 

Throughout the period, numerous sightings 
of owls were noted as they returned north- 
ward following their their massive ermption 
into the south. The latest of the Snowy Owls 
were singles on Amherst I. May 11, which 
consorted in a marsh with a Great Egret 
(RKE), at Niagara Falls May 13 (KMcK), 
and Keswick, l•rk, May 15 (TH, DFe etal.). 
Ten N. Hawk Owls s. of breeding range in- 
cluded seven on Manitoulin I. until Apr. 10 
(JCN), singles near Merrickville until Mar. 8 
(fide MHe), Comecon, Prince Edward, Mar. 
22 (fideSML), and Orillia Mar. 31 (L. Roe). 
At least 80 Great Grays remained s. of their 
breeding range through part of the spring 
season. Of the ten Boreals s. of range, four 
were found dead; singles at Lombardy, Leeds. 
Mar. 4 (LS,JAy); Manitoulin I. Mar. 15 
(DBF, GVH), Westport, Leeds, Mar. 21 
(KH); and La Passe, RenjSew, Mar. 22 
(BMD). The other six were two in Ottawa 
Mar. 23 and Apr. 14 (fide BMD); singles in 
Huntsville Mar. 3 (MA), Clarendon, Fron- 
tenac, Mar. 13 (MS), Algonquin Mar. 20 
(DSt, W. Crins), Whitney Mar. 30 (J. Close, 
DSt), and near Thunder BayApr. 16 (AGH). 

Table 1. Summary of Great Gray Owl sightings 
by countY i. Ontario, Spring 1992. 

.York Mar. '22 12 
Durham Mar,'12 2 

PeterborøUgh Apr. 5, 
Ha•ings Mar. 2• I 
Zeeds May 5 2 

Ottawa- May 10' 19 
.C•leton 

/?enfi'ew Uay3• 
Nipissing May 21 9 
Bntce May iS:- 

.Temiskaming -Apr. 18 
& •L try , 'May I O- 6 

starved 

The largest group of Corn. Nighthawks 
reported was of 45 birds at the tip of Long Pt. 
May 17 (L.P.B.O.). The 12 at Pelee May 18 
constituted a record spring high there (AW). 
Single Chuck-will's-widows were in Long Pt. 
P.P. Apr. 26 and May 13 (L.P.B.O.). Another 

Male Cinnamon Teal Orillia, Ontario, in late April 
1992. Photograph/Robert L. Bowles. 

in Burpee Township, Manitoulin I. May 20 
was well n. of range (DSc, MT, RRT) and its 
call was recorded on tape. The 18 Red-bel- 
lied Woodpeckers away from their usual 
haunts in the southwest are more than the 

1982-91 spring average often birds. They in- 
duded seven in the Kingston area Apr. 5- 
May 24 (K.EN.), four on Manitoulin I., 
Mar. 1-May 21 (fide JCN), two in Toronto 
May 17-18 (RY, AD), two in Presqu'ile May 
2-24 (FH et al.), and singles at Sault Ste. 
Marie during April (fide ATW), Cobourg 
May 5 (ERM) and Whitby May 11-29 (AJ et 
al.). A record-high number of 87 Yellow-bel- 
lied Sapsuckers was noted in Pelee Apr. 11 
(AW, KO etal.) and peak tallies were 35 and 
45 at Long Pt. Apr. 16 & 17 respectively 
(L.P.B.O.). Other noteworthy woodpecker 
sightings were the single Three-toed at See- 
ley's Bay Leeds May 30 (JHn) and Black- 
backed on Manitoulin I., Mar. 6 (JGL) and 
at Portland, Leeds, Apr. 17 (MRt). 

Acadian Flycatchers beyond range were 
lone males in Toronto's High Pk. May 23 
(AJ), P.E. Pt. May 17 (RDW, MHE, RBS), 
and Chaffey's Lock, Leeds, Jun 4 (fide FC). 
Early, but not record-setting flycatchers in- 
cluded the E. Phoebe at Greenwood, 

Durham, Mar. 7 (EP), single Great-crested 
Flycatchers in Ottawa Apr. 23 (RAB) and at 
Pelee Apr. 24 (AW), plus single E. Kingbirds 
at P.E.Pt. Apr. 21 (KH) and Pelee Apr. 21 
(AW). Lone W. Kingbirds were at Thunder 
Cape, Thunder Bay May 26 (DSh, CDJ) and 
near Rainy River May 29 (DHE, MCE). The 
1982-1991 spring average is two birds. Early 
Horned Larks at Clarksbury, Grey, produced 
a nest with 3 eggs Mar. 13 (G Peck). The 190 
N. Rough-winged Swallows at Pelee Apr. 24 
provided a high tally and the 6000 Bank 
Swallows at Long Pt. May 28 constituted a 
typical gathering (L.P.B.O.). The Black- 
billed Magpie at the Kingston airport May 
12 (EF) was a surprise and thought to have 
been an escapee. 

The Brown Creeper at Pelee May 13-18 
was record-late (AW, JLD eta/.) and their 
greatest number was the group of 1000 at 
Long Pt. Apr. 16 (L.EB.O.). The large num- 
ber of Carolina Wrens in Pelee and Rondeau 

during the winter declined, presumably as 
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many birds dispersed to other nesting areas. 
Throughout the southwest, the species was 
reported to be in good numbers. Three fami- 
lies fledged in Port Stanleyby May 18, where 
the species was abundant (MSS), and multi- 
ple nestings were reported in Niagara during 
May (MEH). The 49 extralimitals away 
from the southwest represent a further in- 
crease, of which 22 were found along the 
lakeshore from Burlington to Bronte Mar. 29 
(GC). The limit of the dispersal was defined 
by the pair north to Pt. Clark, Bruce, Ape 18 
(AWM, SB) as well as one, two and four pairs 
in Ottawa, Peterborough, and Kingston 
throughout the period (WEG, DCS, K. EN.) 
respectively. Several successive mild winters 
have aided the spread of this species. 

Single Bewick's Wrens were in Rondeau 
Ape 23 (MMcA, SCh) and at Long Pt. May 
18 (RCG, JDM, RPM). Ontario occurrences 
by this rare species have totalled only six birds 
in 10 years and all were during spring. Blue- 
gray Gnatcatchers numbered 20 at ERE.Pt. 
May 17 (K. EN.) and 14 in Toronto May 18 
(RY), which reflect the increased numbers 
and range expansion by this species. Six were 
north to the Mississagi Light, Manitoulin I. 
May 11-21 (fideJCN) and another was out of 
range at Thunder Cape May 22 (DSh). The 
Townsend's Solitaire at Quarry Bay, Mani- 
toulin I., Apr. 21 (JCN) was the island's 2nd 
ever and Ontario's first in spring since 1987. 
The largest groups of Wood Thrush were the 
30 and 50 at Long Pt. May 11 & 16 (JMH, 
WLi, L. ERB.O.) respectively. The male at 
Rainy River May 17 was a rare occurrence 
there (DGr, DHE). Northern reports of the 
N. Mockingbird were of two in Copper Cliff 
during May (fide JCN) and singles in Thun- 
der Bay May 23 (AGH, NGE), Thunder 
Cape May 25 & 31 (DSh et al.), and Rainy 
River May 29 (DHE,MCE). The 500 and 
100 Bohemian Waxwings at Peterborough 
Mar. 6 (AGC) and Manitoulin I., Mar. 9 
(JCN) were birds heading NW and the one at 
Byng Inlet, Parry Sound, May 10 was very late 
(MAK). The last of the N. Shrikes in the 
south was the lone bird in Algonquin Apr. 14 
(RGT). 

VIREOS TO FINCHES 

The 65 reports of White-eyed Vireos, of 
which 40 from Pelee included four nesting 
pairs (AW et al.), represent a very strong per- 
formance. Away from the traditional south- 
west, singles were at Hamilton Beach Apr. 
26-28 (RP, IS), St. Cathadnes May 2 
(MEH), Toronto May 2 & 3 (DP, AJ) and 
another well north of range in North Bay 
May 19-20 (RDT). A possible Bell's Vireo, 
an occasional and rare straggler to Ontario 
during Ma)• was on Pelee I. May 9 (KP, 
MJP). Extralimital Blue-winged Warblers 
were the single females at Meldrum Bay May 

21 (AW, KZ) for the 2nd ever on Manitoulin 
I. (JCN) and at Thunder Bay May 29 (DSh 
etal.), where a 9 Golden-winged was band- 
ed May 20 (DMB et al.). Hybrids from these 
2 species included five Brewster's at Pelee 
May 11-17 (fide AW), singles at Kingston 
May 11 (G Ure), RE.Pt. May 16 (PK) and 
one 8 Lawrence's, the rarer of the two cross- 

es, at Pelee May 11 (GRF, DH). The Yellow- 
rumped Warbler in Thunder Bay Apr. 1-4 
was early for such a cold spring (NGE). The 
Audubon's "Yellow-rumped" from the west 
appeared at WhitbyApr. 25-26 as the first for 
Durham OF et al.) and another was at Long 
Pt. May 15 (DO). 

The seven Yellow-throated Warblers con- 

stituted the highest number in at least a decade 
(cf. 1982-1991 average of 2 per spring). All 
sightings were confined to the extreme south- 
west and were singles at Pelee May 17 (AJn, 
DR) & 21 (RWH etal.) and five at Long Pt., 
Apr. 19-May 18 0ffde PNP). The lone Prairie 
at Point an Baril, Parry Sound, May 18 was at 
the northern edge of the range (MAK). "Yel- 
low" Palm Warblers were found at Bronte Apr. 
22 (MWJ) and Tavisrock May 6 (JMH). The 
Cerulean at N. Bay May 17 had overshot its 
breeding areas in the south (RDT). The 13 
Prothonotary Warblers at Long Pt. and Pelee 
were normal numbers and the only one to 
stray was at Bronte May 12 (MWJ). However, 
the 19 Worm-eating Warblers were more than 
the 1982-1991 spring average of 14, of which 
four were extralimital. These were in Darling- 
ton ERE May 12 (CMcE), Sarnia May 17 
(DFR), Bronte May 18 (MWJ), and ERE. Pt. 
May 20 (CC). The 24 Kentucky Warblers 
were also in greater numbers (cf. 1982-1991 
spring average of 18), but 22 were confined to 
Long Pt., Rondeau, and Pelee. One at 
Presqu'ile May2 (FH) was extralimital and an- 
other at N. Bay May 18 (RDT) was way north 
of range. The showing by Hoodeds was very 
strong throughout the southwest, and 15 ex- 
rtalimitals reached Sarnia, Brantford, Burling- 
ton, Toronto, Whitby, and Pickering Apr. 25- 
May 24. The five in the Kingston area May 9- 
21 (K. EN.) and single in Presqu'ile Jun 4 (J & 
JT) were the most easterly. Yellow-breasted 
Chats failed to follow suit and only three birds 
were beyond range: singles at Presqu'ile May 
15 (LB, RM, ABu), and ERE.Pt. May 16 & 20 
(RKE, KHg). 

Eleven Summer Tanagers were reported, 
one fewer than the ten-year spring average. 
Four were beyond the normal range-singles in 
Toronto May 3 & 13 (MWD, HGC), Whit- 
by May 5 OF), P.E.Pt. May 21 (RKE), and 
well north to MacKenzie near Thunder Bay 
May 3-9 (LA). The N. Cardinal at Moosonee 
May 12 was also well north (IJ). The four d' 
Blue Grosbeaks at Pelee were the only records 
of this rare species, which have numbered 15 
in Ontario during the past 10 spring seasons. 

Two immatures were there May 17 (RKk, 
MBI, BA et al.) and single adults appeared 
Apr. 22 (JBL) & and May 12-13 (VLC, JRC 
etal.) and again May 16 (YRT). Single Dick- 
cissels were a female at Long Pt., Apr. 30 
(PNP etal.) and single males at Pelee May 16 
(RHG) & 20 (PDP). Two Field Sparrows 
were north of range at Thunder Cape May 21 
& 29 (CDJ, DSh etal.). The 25 and40 Vesper 
Sparrows at Long Pt. Apr. 16 & 22 reflected a 
strong passage there (L.P.B.O.). Some 1500 
White-crowneds were grounded at Long Pt. 
May 10, of which nine of the Gambel's sub- 
spedes were netted and ringed (L.ERB.O.). 
The imm. Harris' Sparrow, which overwin- 
tered in Toronto Leaside, remained until May 
7 (ph. HMS etal.). Others east of range were a 
single in Rondeau May 16 (D Tata etal.) and 
another in Moosonee May 19-24 (RDM et 
al.). Noteworthy were 500 Lapland 
Longspurs near South Cayuga, Haldimand, 
May 9 fortuitously discovered feeding among 
corn stubble (SM, JBCM, JBM etal.). 

Mississippi Kite in first-summer piumage at 
Wheatley Provincial Park, 0nl•ri0, on May 15, 
1992. Photograph/Alan Wormington. 

The 11 Western Meadowlarks in the 

south were more than usual in recent years. 
Singing males were at Manitoulin, Bruce, 
Long Pt., •11ington, Waterloo, Lanark, and 
Ottawa-CarletonApr. 19-May 31. Extralimi- 
tal Yellow-headed Blackbirds reached 

Amherst I., Apr. 21 (A & JS), Brighton Apr. 
27-28 (JHW), Almonte May 4-5 (JL, WV) 
and Odessa near Kingston May 18 (CKl). 
One male remained on territory at Pelee Apr. 
23-May 20 (RMcT, PR et al.). The Brewer's 
Blackbird at Moose Factory May 16 was un- 
usual (RDM, SS). The Orchard Oriole flight 
was very strong with high numbers in the tra- 
ditional southwest and 18 extralimital occur- 

rences. Six and three were east to RE.Pt. May 
16-23 (K.EN.) and Presqu'ile May 3-23 
(SML) respectively. The others were two 
each at the Mississagi Light, Manitoulin I. 
May 11 (JCN) & 22 (AW, KZ), a pair on 
Wolfe I. May 17 (GY), and singles at 
Kingston May 20 (K.EN.), Peterborough 
during May (AGC), and Evansville May 12 
(SB). The ad. d' Hooded Oriole netted and 

banded at Long Pt. May 19-20 (ph. PBS, 
RBo, PEH) was the first for Ontario and as 

well for Canada. The species breeds in s.w. 
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U.S.A. and Mexico. The N. Oriole at 

Moosonee May 22 (RDM, SS, NW) wan- 
dered well north of its breeding range. Cross- 
bills remained scarce. The 24 Reds were ten 

•n Petroglyphs P.P. Mar. 4 (EH), 11 in Os- 
hawa Mar. 25 (DDR), two at St. Williams 
Apr. 6 (L.P.B.O.), and one in Peterborough 
Apr. 1 (RBn). The five White-wingeds were 
three in Maberly Lanark Mar. 14-17 (JGr), 
s•ngles in Peterborough Mar. 12 (DM) and 
Presqu'ile Mar. 12 (DSn). Late sightings as 
part of the light N flight of Com. Redpolls 
were a single in Toronto May 10 (AJ) and 
birds in Atikokan May 15, which is the latest 
ever record (DHE). The 800 and 750 Pine 
Slskins at Port Hope Mar. 1-31 (ERM) and 
Thunder Bay May 20 (DSh) were the largest 
flocks reported as part of the strong flight. 

EXOTIC• 

The two Black Swans near Presqu'ile May 22 
(fide SH) and the two Bar-headed Geese 
within Presqu'ile Mar. 20 (WC) were proba- 
ble escapees. The other exotics were single 
Eur. Goldfinch at Port Franks, Lambton, Apr. 
7 (FS) and Jasper, Leeds, Apr. 18 (NP). 

CORRIGENDA 

AB 46:83, column 2, line 17, re Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird, delete the word 
'record'; 83, column 3, line 7, re the two Scis- 

sor-tailed Flycatchers, one was netted and 
banded and one was not banded; 83, column 
3, line 11, delete the reference to the Cliff 
Swallows at Pelee; 84, column 1, line 8, re 
Townsend's Solitaire, replace Thunder Bay 
by 'Sibley P.P.'; 85, column 2, replace R.P. 
Niely by 'R.P. Neily'. 

Subregional Editors (boldface), CoMributms (ital- 

ics) and cited Observers: B. Alderson, L. Ander- 
son, R.E Andrle, J. Arassus (JA), M. Austin, J. 
Ayers (JAy), D.E. Bailey, M.J. Bain, R.E.C. 
Baker, S. Baker (SBk), C.T. Bell, J.M. Bell, G. 
Bellerby (GBe), G.M. Bennett, L. Bennett, A. 
Bigg (AB), S. Birch (SB), M. Blagdurn, C.G. 
Blomme, R. Boardman (RBo), C. Bowles 
(CBo), R.L. Bowles, R.A. Bracken, M.S. Brad- 
street, H. Bremner, D.M. Brenner, R. Bringe- 
man (RBn), M. Brown (MB), D.N. Bucknell, 
A. Burbidge (ABu), J.T. Burk, K.J. Burk, U. 
Burse, R. Cannings, J.R. Carley, V.L. Carley, 
A.G. Carpentier, J. Cartwright, S. Charbon- 
neau (SCh), S. Cheesman (SCn), J.P. Cheff, B. 
Cherriere (BCh), T. Cheskey, M. Chojnecki, 
C. Clements, G. Coady, B. Collier, S.A. 
Connop, E Connor, D. Copeland, G.& B. 
Courtin, H.G. Currie, W. Cutfield, A.H. 

Davidson, M.P. Davis, M.W. DeLorey, K. 
Dewar, B.M. DiLabio, D.C. Diston, J. Dobos, 
R.Z. Dobos, A. Dobson, D. Duckworth, M.S. 

Dugdale, J.L. Dunn, K.E Edwards, M.C. Ed- 
wards (MCEs), M.H. Edwards, R.K Edwards, 
D.H. Elder, M.C. Elder, J.H. Ellis, N.G. Es- 

cott, J. Fairchild, L. Fazio, D.B. Ferguson, D. 
Fewster (DFe), D. Fidler (DFi), R.G. Fin- 
layson, E. Fletcher, G. Forbes (GFb), E Foster, 
D. Gardiner, R.H. Garrett, M. Gawn, WE. 
Godfrey, P. Good, D.L. Goodyear, R.C. 
Goodyear, C.E. Goodwin, D. Graham (DGr),J 
Griffen (JGr), J. Guild, S. Hadlington, K. Hal- 
liday (KH), D Hanes, G.R. Hanes, A.G. Har- 
ris, C.J. Harris, J. Harrison (JHn), J Haswell 
(JHw), R. Hawkins, M.E. Ilebb, E Helleiner, 
M. Ilendrick (Mile), K. Hennige (KHg), B. 
Ilenshaw, J. Heslop (JH), P.E. Hickman, 
R.W Hill, G.T. Hince, T. Hofmann, M. Hold- 
er (MHo), P. Holder (PHo), J.M. Iloldsworth, 
R.&A- Hollingworth, K. Hooles (Kilo), G.V. 
Horne, E. Hushagen, A_ Jaremilio, E.A_ Jeffer- 
son, M.W Jennings, A- Johnson (AJn), B.D. 
Jones, C.D. Jones, I. Jones, P. Kaijser, C. Kiel- 
her (CKI), R. Killey, M. King, Kingston Field 
Naturalists, C. Kinmond, R.W Knapton, R. 
Kovalcik, Ma•. Kubisz, S.M. LaForest, W. La- 
mond (WL), A_H. Lee, J.G. Lemon, J.B. Less- 
er, W Lindley (WLi), W& C. Lindley, J. Lin- 
kletter (JL), Long Pt. Bird Observatory, J.R. 
Macey, S.J. Macey, D.A-Martin, M. 
McAlpine, J.D. McCracken, E.R. McDonald, 
C. McEvoy, K. McKeever, ICA. McLaughlin, 
A- McLean, M.K. McNicholl, D. & K. Mc- 
Norton, R.D. McRae, A.W McTavish, R. Mc- 
Tavish, G. Meyers, J.B. Miles, J.B.C. Miles, 
S.J. Miles (SM), R. Milne, D. Monkman 

(DM), B. Monroe, C. Muller, R.P. Mundy, G 
Naylor, J.C. Nicholson, L.J. Nuttall, J.L. Olm- 
sted, T. Osborne, D. O'Shea, K. Overman, K 
Parker, M.J. Parker, E. Pegg, N. Pert, D. Peura- 
maki, R. Peterson, S.T. Pike, R.J. Pittaway, G 
Pond, P.D. Pratt, R. Prentice, P.N. Prior, PA. 
Read, D. Reven, J. Richards, M. Richardson 
(MRi), P.W. Richter, A.H. Rider, R.C. Rid- 
out, M. Ritchie (MRt), P. Roberts, R 
Rochfert, D.D. Ruch, D.E Rupert, S. Rupert, 
E. Rusaw, D.C. Sadler, D. Sadowski, M. Saun- 
ders, S. Scholten (SS), A-& J. Scott, D. Scovell 
(DSc), J. Serensits (JS), D. Shanahan (DSn), 
D. Shepherd (DSh), N.E Sherwood, T. Shim- 
ba (TSh), N. Simard, R. & J. Simms, J. Skev- 
ington (JSk), D.& L. Smith, H.M. Smith, I 
Smith, W Smith, M.S. Smout, E Sniderman, 
J.M. Speirs, R.T. Sprague, P.B. Stanbury, R.B 
Stewart, D. Stricldand (DStr), R.D. Tafel, L 
Taman, M. Tasker, R.R. Tasker, J.&J. Thom- 
son, J.E. Thompson, W. Thompson, D. Tozer, 
R.G. Tozer, R.V. Twest, D. Tyerman (DTy), 
Y.R. Tymstra, W Villeneuve, L.W. Wadarslu, 
T. Waite, A.T. Walker, G.E. Wallace, J. Walsh, 
B. Wannick, R.D. Weir, M. Wiercinski, GA- 
Williams, D. Wilson (DWi), J.K. Wilson, N 
Wilson, W Wilson (WWi), A. Wormington, 
R.M. Worona, D. Worthington, ES.Wright, 
B.K. Wyatt, G. Yaki, R. Yukich, K. Zufelt.-- 
RON D. WEIR, 294 Elmwood Street, 

Kingston, Ontario K7M 2Y8, Canada. 
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APPALACHIAN REGION 
George A. Hall 

The spring season was typical in not being 
typical. The winter had been mild, and late 
February and March were unusually warm, 
but the second week of March produced the 
coldest weather of the winter as well as the 

most snow. The remainder of March was wet 

and cold. April brought a more ramilar oscil- 
lation between cold and mild weather and 

was quite dry, although there was still some 
snow. Another fiercely cold period came dur- 
ing the second week of May, and this brought 
heavy snows to the southern mountains. 
Mount P.I.S., near Ashville, North Carolina, 

had 60 inches (that's 5J•etofnew snow) and 
Roan Mountain, Tennessee had 8-10 inches. 

The northern part of the Region missed this 
precipitation. The remainder of May was on 
the cold side but dry. 

The mild late winter had brought early ar- 
rivals of such migrants as American Wood- 
cock, Eastern Phoebe, American Robin, and 

Eastern Bluebird. There was heavy mortality 
in these species during the March wintery 
weather. There were many reports of dead 
bluebirds in nesting boxes, and other dead 
robins found. Some of these species were 
nesting during the cold weather in May, and 
again there was mortality, mostly of 
nestlings. 

The migration, which had been early, 
ground to a halt during the cold March, and 
never again got back on track. The quality of 
the main May migration at a given 
location depended on whether the 
peak wave had passed before or 
after the May cold spell. Many mi- 
grants were held up by the cold and 
the prevalent north winds. With 
the return of good weather many of 
these overflew the Region, and 
some places saw few migrants. 

Although the migration did not 
seem very heavy, a substantial 
number of species were reported to 
be in better numbers than in recent 

years and there were numerous rar- 
ities reported. 

Abb•aUons: B.E.S.P. (Bald Eagle 
State Park, Centre Co., PA); 
B.M.S.P. (Black Moshannon State 
Park. Centre Co, PA.); M.C.EH. 
(Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan 
Coumy, KI0; P.I.S.P. (Presque Isle 
State Park, Erie Co); P.N.R. (Pow- 
dermill Nature Reserve, Westmore- 

land Co., PA). Place names in italics 
are counties. 

LOONS TO HERONS 

The only reports of Red-throated Loons 
came from B.E.S.P. Apr. 12 (m.ob.), and Apr. 
18 (RH), as well as from Rose Valley L., PA, 
Apr. 22 (SSt). The flight of Corn. Loons was 
better than in recent years. A raft of 100+ was 
seen in Clarion, PA (VqT), and on the Ohio 
R. 100+ were seen in Mason, WV, and 50+ in 

Cabell, WV, Apr. 4 (WA). The hawkwatch 
on Town Hill, MD, counted 122 from 

Mar. l-May 3 (JPa). There were more than 
the usual numbers of Horned Grebes. A Red- 

necked Grebe was seen at Stone Valley, Cen- 
tre, PA, Mar. 22 (GY) and an Eared Grebe 
was well described from Mill Creek Pk., OH, 

Apr. 10 (NB). 
Reports of single American White Peli- 

cans came from Pymatuning L., PA, Apr. 2 
(fde RFL); from P.I.S.P. Apr. 21-22 for the 
3rd local record (JiS &: JeS); and from 
Mosquito L., OH, May 30 & 31 (J & DH, 
NB). Since these locations are close together 
it is uncertain how may individual birds 
there were. The Double-crested Cormorant 

explosion continues with Ia•ge numbers re- 
ported from all over the Region: Daily 
counts at P.I.S.P. averaged over 300 birds 
with a peak of 500 Apr. 10 (JM); up to 200 at 
Shenango L., PA, (EB); while the group of 63 
at B.E.S.P. Apr. 18 (RH) was the largest ever 
seen there. The Town Hill, MD, hawkwatch 

listed 21 for the season (JPa). 
American Bitterns are often not recorded 

in this Region but reports came from P.I.S.P. 
(JM), State College, PA. 0P), •stmoreland, 
PA (RCL, RM), Cabell, WV (WA), 
Botetourt, VA (MS, BK), and Austin Springs, 
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TN (RK). Least Bitterns were reported from 
P.I.S.P. in early May (BG), May 14 &:15 (BS, 
EIO, from Warren, PA (TG), and from 
Trumbull, OH, May 17 (CB). The nestings 
of Great Blue Heron in this Region continue 
to increase. The two heronrys in Mercer, PA, 
had 825 breeding birds (EB). New nesting 
colonies were reported from Greene, PA. 
(RB) and from inside the city limits of 
Knoxville, TN (RC). A pair built a nest at 
P.I.S.P. then later abandoned it (JM). Great 
Egrets were reported from 11 localities. 
Snowy Egrets were seen at Dayton, VA, Mar. 
31 (CZ), New Germany S.P., MD, Apr. 8 
(MT), and M.C.EH. May 30, a first local 
record (FB). Little Blue Herons were found 
in Westmoreland, PA, Apr. 14-15 (m. obs.) 
and at P.I.S.P. Apr. 30 (JM). The only report 
of Cattle Egret came from Augusta, VA, May 
9 (MH). Two pairs of Yellow-crowned Night 
Herons were nesting at Elizabethton, TN 
(RIO. Two Glossy Ibises were at Austin 
Springs, TN, May 23, a 4th local record (FA). 

WATERFOWL 

The waterfowl flight was only moderate in 
most places and the mid-March peak of 
20,000 waterbirds on Presque Isle Bay, PA, 
was termed "unimpressive"(JM). The only 
station to report many Tundra Swans was 
State College, PA, where many flocks were 
seen during the first week of March (JP). The 
Town Hill hawk count listed 103 swans 

through the season 0Pa). There were two 
unusual records off the normal migratory 
path: A swan was seen at Roanoke, VA, Mar. 
18 (MS, MD) and the one that wintered in 

Ig•shington, TN, remained until 
ß Mar. 16 (RK). At State College, 

PA, there were massive flights of 
Canada Geese in late Feb., 7-10 

days early (JP). Snow Geese were 
. reported from P.I.S.P., Mar. 1 (JM), 
' Waterford, PA, Mar. 5 (JeS), 

• Irvine, PA, Mar. 3 (TG) , Stone 
.• Valley, PA, Mar. 13 (NBo), and 
; Donegal L., PA, Mar. 14 and Apr. 4 

I (RCL). Other than listing various species no reporters commented on 
the status of the dabbling ducks, 
but the diving ducks did well. This 

•. inland Region normally has few 
• records of the "seaducks," but this 

ß spring Greater Scaup, Oldsquaws, 
i and White-winged Scoters were 

widely reported in unusually large 
numbers. Black Scoters were re- 

ported from Conneaut L., PA, Apr. 
12 (RFL), Clarion, PA (VET), and 
P.I.S.E Apr. 1 & 5 (JiS). SurfScoters 
were at P.I.S.E Mar. 4-May 7 (JM, 
JeS, DS), Rocky Gap. S.P., MD, 
Apr. 4 (m. ob.), and Donegal L., 

[ PA, Apr. 4 (fide RCL, RM). Up to 
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two c• Eurasian Wigeon (ph) were at RI.S.E 
Mar. 29-Apr. 18 (JiS, EK). The pair of Bar- 
rows Goldeneye mentioned in the last re- 
port remained at ELS.P. until Mar. 17 (JM). 

RAPTORS 

There were two organized spring raptor 
watches this year. At Town Hill, MD, 49 
days of observation between Mar. 1 and May 
3 logged 1770 birds induding1005 Broad- 
winged Hawks, 104 Osprey, 10 Bald Eagles, 
and 21 Golden Eagles (JPa). Four stations 
along the L. Erie shoreline listed 8909 bird in 
74 hours of observation from Feb.-May, in- 
cluding 4943 Broad-winged Hawks, 86 Os- 
prey, and eight Bald Eagles 0M et aL). Os- 
preys had their first successful nesting in 
Knox, TN (RC), and the pair that nested in 
Somerset, PA, last year returned to the nest 
site (AM). Bald Eagles were widely reported 
from 7 areas and at least 60 birds were count- 

ed. There were 3 nests in West Virginia (CS). 
The nest at Mosquito L., OH, had two ea- 
glets (NB, EB). The nest at Shenango L., PA, 
had one (EB). The nest at Pymatuning L. 
hatched two (RFL), and the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission reported that 11 other 
young were hatched in w. PA, (fide RFL). 
There were 2 confirmed nestings of N. 
Goshawks in Warren, PA (DW), and other 
sightings came from Cumberland, MD, 
Mar. 23 (MT), Somerset L., Apr. 22 (RM), 
Stormstown, PA, Mar. 25 (TK), Black 
Moshannon S.P., PA, May 2 (TF, RH), and 
Toftrees, PA, May 10 (HH). A recently dis- 
covered wintering area in Erie, PA, had up to 
17 Rough-legged Hawks until Mar. 18 (DS), 
while reports from Greenbottom W.M.A., 
Cabell, WV, Apr. 5 (MG) and in Belmont, 
OH, Apr. 8 (GB) were unusually late for this 
Region. 

The Merlin is another species that is re- 
ported more frequently now than in the past. 
The Town Hill, MD, hawkwatch listed 3 

Merlins (JPa) and the L. Erie shore watch 
counted 9 (JM). Aside from the formal 
watch, 8 other Merlins were recorded in Erie, 
PA, (JM) and other records came from Rose 
Valley L., PA, Mar. 26 (SSt), Roanoke, VA, 
Apr. 18 (TKe, GC), and State College, PA, 
Mayl (TF, KJ, JJ). The Peregrines that win- 
tered in Knoxville were last seen Apr. 17 
(RC). Other reports came from Clarion, PA, 
Apr. 2 (WF), Parkersburg, WV, Apr. 6 
(NW), and ELS.E, Apr. 11 (DS) & 20 (JiS, 
JeS). 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS 

THROUGH TERNS 

The N. Bobwhite continues to be a rarer bird 

in the Region, even as far s. as Augusta, VA 
(RS). In West Virginia the Wild Turkey pop- 
ulation is still increasing; turkeys nested in 
Columbiana, OH (J & DE). The Com. 

Moorhen was more widey reported than 
usual. The Dalton, GA, area had a good 
Sandhill Crane flight, which peaked at over 
1000 birds counted at 3 locations Mar. 2 

(HD). Four cranes were present for "a few 
weeks" in the Clarion, PA, area (WF) and 
three were photographed at Fairview, Erie, 
PA, Apr. 19 (JM), while singles were seen at 
P.I.S.E May 18 (BMo), and at another Erie 
location May 21 (JP). 

The shorebird flight was normal in most 
places but low at some. There were few large 
concentrations reported, but a number of 
rarities appeared. The Lesser Golden Plover 
at EI.S.E Apr. 30 (JM) and May 23 (BS) 
were the 2nd and 3rd spring records for Erie. 
Of great interest was the c• Piping Plover ac- 

Adult Franldin's Gull [center fight -- with Rln•- 
billed Gulls! at Huntington, West Virginia, on 
March 31,1992. First state record. Photograph/ 
Wendell L. Argabrite. 

tively establishing a territory at EI.S.E where 
the species had not nested since the mid- 
1950s (JM, EK, RSt). An Am. Avocet was at 
EI.S.E Apr. 22 for a 3rd local spring record 
(JM). Upland Sandpipers nested in ]Orson, 
OH (MA), and Clarion, PA (WF). Whim- 
brels were reported in Rockingham, VA, May 
26 (LT) and at EI.S.E May 25-30 (EK, GR, 
BS). A Ruddy Turnstone seen May 28 and a 
Short-billed Dowitcher seen May 29 in Au- 
gusta, VA (YL), were noteworthy. The nor- 
mally rare W. Sandpiper was reported from 
lg/bod, WV, May 6 (JE), Mason, WV, May 20 
(WA), and Rocky Gap S.E, MD, May 31 
(MT, JPa). 

White-rmnped Sandpipers were at Py- 
matuning L., PA, Apr. 12 (RFL), at EI.S.E 
May 23 (JM) & 30 (EK), and in Mason, WV, 
May 30 (WA). At EN.R. the first migrant 
Com. Snipe arrived on Mar. 11 with 10 in. of 
snow on the ground (RCL). Wilson's 
Phalaropes were reported from EI.S.E May 
16-30 (m.ob.)--all the same bird? Re& 
necked Phalaropes were found at 2 locations 
in Centre, PA, May 10 & 31 (m. ob.) and in 
lg/ashington, TN, May 21-22, a 5th local 
record (BC). 

Laughing Gulls were found in Botetourt, 
VA, Apr. 3 during a 4-in. snow storm (MS, 
BO), at Huntington, WV, Apr. 21 (ph) 
(MG), and at P.I.S.E May 6-11 & 18 (JM). 
Franklins Gulls were at Huntington, WV, 

Mar. 30 (ph), a state first, (m. ob.), at Somer- 
set L., Apr. 11, and at least three at EI.S.P. 
Mar. 23-May 28 (m. ob.). Bon•aparte's Gulls 
were widely reported but no major flight 
across the mountains was observed. Ring- 
billed Gulls attempted the 2nd Pennsylvania 
nesting when at least 7 nests were built at 
EI.S.P (JiS, DD). The eggs were hter de- 
stroyed. A Great Black-backed Gull was at 
the Scotia Barrens, PA, Apr. 25 (TF, MWi). 
As usual, a number of unusual gulls was 
found at P.I.S.P. In addition to those already 
mentioned there were 12 Little Gull sight- 
ings Mar. 17-May 25; a Com. Black-headed 
Gull Apr. 127, a 5th county record (JM); a 
Thayer's Gull? Mar. 14-15 (JM,EIO; 13 
sightings of Iceland Gull, Mar. 7-May 18; 
seven Lesser Black-backed Gulls, Mar. 6- 

May 2; and 13 Glaucous Gulls, Mar. 12-May 
6 (fide JM). However the gull record of the 
season was a Black-legged Kittiwake? Apr. 
21 at Somerset L., PA (Rm, BM). 

Caspian and Forster's terns continue to 
occur in numbers unimaginable a few years 
ago. Caspians were reported from 7 locations 
throughout the Region with a high of 300 at 
EI.S.E Apr. 16-17 (JM) and Forster's terns 
were reported from 7 locations. Two Arctic 
Terns? (ph) were seen at Rocky Gap, S.E, 
MD, May 30, the first inland record for the 
state (MO, RKi). 

CUCKOOS TO WOODPECKERS 

Both species of cuckoo were absent from 
some places and in low numbers throughout. 
One exception: Black-billeds were in unusu- 
ally high numbers in s.w. West Virginia 
(MG). Barn Owls were known at 5 sites in- 

l•shington and Sullivan, TN (RK), and 
nested near Waynesboro, VA (RS). One was 
reported from Buncombe, NC, May 23 (RY). 
The only Snowy Owl report was of one at 
ELS.P. Mar. 15-20 (JeS, WS). The notorious 
Great Gray Owl remained at Warren, PA, 
until about Apr. 7 (WH). Long-eared Owls 
were found at P.I.S.P. Mar. 2-Apr. 19 (DD), 
Boalsburg, PA, Mar. 16 (PH), and road-kill 
was found in Mahoning, OH, Mar. 11 (J & 
DH). One, or maybe two pairs of Short- 
eared Owls remained to nest in the Clarion, 
PA, surface mine area (WF) and others re- 
mained in ]Orson, OH, through March 
(MA). Other reports came from Roanoke, 
VA, Mar. 8 (MS), Lycoming, PA, Mar. 19 
(SS), and Dumas, PA, (AW). A N. Saw-whet 
Owl calling on Unaka Mt., TN, through the 
season was a new locality (RM). Eleven Saw- 
whets were banded at P.I.S.E through the 
season (JeS, JiS). Other reports came from 
Roan Mt., TN (RK), Linn Run S.P., PA 
(RCL & RM), and the Scotia Barrens of Cen- 
tre, PA (JP). 

A Chuck-will's-widow was seen and heard 

in McKean Twsp., Erie, PA, May 18 (SS, 
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Scissor-tailed Flycatcher at Grayson Lake, 
Kentucky, April 30,1992. Photograph/ 
C. Michael Stinson. 

DSt). The Rufous Hummingbird reported 
from Latrobe, PA, in eadier accounts was 

successfully wintered by a licensed rehabili- 
tator and released Apr. 14 (fide RM). En- 
couraging were the reports of Red-beaded 
Woodpeckers from 6 locations. 

FLYCATCHERS TO SHRIKES 

Olive-sided Flycatchers were found at John- 
son City, TN, May 8 (JB), at B.M.S.P., PA, 
May 16 (HH) & 18 (EZ), P.I.S.P. May 17 
0eS), and Roanoke, VA, May 20 (MS). East- 
ern Wood Pewees were generally late in arriv- 
ing and were in low numbers. "Traill's" Fly- 
catchers reported at B.E.S.P. Apr. 25 (RH) 
and May 2 (TF) were remarkably early. East- 
ern Phoebes arrived most places in the first 
week of March and were severely hit by the 
cold weather. A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
(ph) was photographed at Grayson L., 
Carter, KY, Apr. 30 (FB etal.). 

The early May cold spell produced great 
concentrations of swallows: 3000 Barn Swal- 

lows and 1000 N. Rough-winged Swallows 
on a small lake in Bristol, TN (RK), and large 
numbers involving 5 species at M.C.EH. 
(FB). Common Ravens were seen on 
Brasstown Bald, GA, several days in May 
(Dr) and in Rockwood, PA, ravens were 
nesting on an abandoned mine building 
(AW). A Fish Crow was as high up the Po- 
tomac R. as Cumberland, MD, Apr. 25 
(MT). Carolina Wrens continue to thrive 
even in the north and the cold weather of 

March and early May did not seem to affect 
them. The Bewick's Wren was unreported. 
Marsh Wrens were reported from 5 loca- 
tions. 

While most reporters found the spotted 
thrushes to be in better numbers than in re- 

cent years, there were a few who still reported 
scarcities. The improvement was especially 
noteworthy for the Veery and Wood Thrush. 
The E. Bluebird was another species that had 
heavy mortality in the March cold weather. A 
N. Mockingbird was at Warren, PA, Mar. 23 
(WH). Six localities from e. Tennessee to 
Centre, PA, reported Am. Pipits. Cedar 
Waxwings were noteworthy by their almost 
complete absence. 

In Erie, PA, N. Shrikes were reported from 
3 different locations (JeS, JiS, JM) and one 
was seen at Columbus, PA, Mar. 11 (D & 
ODo). There were 15 reports of Loggerhad 
Shrikes from 8 sites in Washington and Sulli- 
van, TN (RK). The only other report came 
from Augusta, VA (RS). These 2 localities 
represent the last bastion of the species in the 
Region. 

WARBLERS 

As usual there was little agreement about the 
warbler flight. In It/hod, WV, warblers were 
low in numbers but many were early (JE). In 
e. Tennessee they were in better-than-average 
numbers, but late (RK). The cold weather in 
early May, coming at the height of the migra- 
tion period, had great influence on what was 
observed. That many birds overflew the Re- 
gion is indicated by the large number of 
"southern" species which were observed or 
banded in the north: Worm-eating, Ken- 
tucky, and Yellow-throated, a 5th record for 
Erie, at EI.S.E (JM) and Cerulean Warbler in 
Centre, PA (MW). Most observers noted that 
Yellow-rumped Warblers had a long-lasting 
flight and appeared in unusually high num- 
bers. A 9 'Audubon's" WarblerS- was well- 

&scribed from EI.S.E Apr. 24, a 2nd local 
record. Some of the more unusual reports: 
Orange-crowneds at Scotia Barrens, PA, 
April 25 (TF, MWi), Greenbottom 
W.M.A.,WV, Apr. 26 (MG), and Beech Fork 
S.E, WV, Apr. 26 (WA); Swainson's, banded 
at EN.R. May 18, a 3rd local record (RCL, 
RM); Connecticut, Cedar Creek Pk., PA, 

May 9 (DB), and EI.S.E May 9 (DBo) and 
May 23 (BS); and "Brewster's" P.I.S.E May 
12-16 (JM). Yellow-breasted Chats were 
widely reported as scarce. Nashville Warblers 
in breeding condition were netted at EN.R. 
in late May (RCL & RM) where nesting has 
not been observed. A Yellow-throated War- 

bler returned to the 1991 nesting site in War- 
ren, PA (DW). 

TANAGERS TO FINCHES 

The Stunmer Tanager continues to increase 
in the n. part of its range. Blue Grosbeaks 
were reported from a feeder in State College, 
PA, April 29 (MW), Augusta, VA, May 8 
(YL), and Cumberland, MD, May 22 (MT). 
A $ Dickcissel was found in Conneaut 

Marsh, Crawj3rd, PA, Mar. 21 (RFL). A 

Bachma•s Sparrow was seen in Union, GA, 
May 4 (DF). This is the first report for the 
Region in several years, and the location is al- 
most the only one where the species might be 
expected. The Clay-colored Sparrow that 
wintered in Erie, PA, remained until Apr. 9 
(DBo) and another was seen there May 7 
(JeS & JiS), while the Clay-colored Sparrow 
seen at Ashton, WV•-, May 2 (m.ob.) was the 
2nd for the state. 

The Field Sparrow remains very scarce in 
n. West Virginia (GAH). The grassland spar- 
rows drew little comment from observers, 

but some of these (i.e. Vesper, Grasshopper) 
may be in as much trouble as the well-publi- 
cized Neotropical migrants. Three Sharp- 
tailed Sparrows at Austin Springs, TN, May 
15 constituted the 2nd local record (BC). 
The difficult-to-see Lincoln's Sparrow staged 
a good flight as evidenced by the 15 banded 
at P.N.R. (RCL & RM). The only Lapland 
Longspur reports came from Atkinson Mills, 

Young Common Ravens in a nest on an 
abandoned heiMing at Rockwood, Pennsylvania, 
April 19, 1992. Photograph/Anthony J. 
Madch, Jr. 

PA, where five were seen Mar. 11 (MK). 
The Bobolink, a Neotropical migrant, and 

ako a grassland species, is another candidate 
for the "Birds in trouble" list. A Yellow-head- 

ed Blackbird was at EI.S.E Apr. 30 (JeS, JiS, 
OD). 

Purple Finches had the "best migration in 
years" in Cabell, WV (LW), but at other 
places they remained scarce. There was a 
small influx of Corn. Redpolls in the extreme 
north: ELS.E, Mar. 6 (KL) and Apr. 17 
(EK); Saybrook, PA (CN), and Elk, PA (LC). 
Pine Siskins continued to be abundant in 

some places and scarce in others. A nest was 
built at the Mountain Lake Biological Sta- 
tion, Giles, VA, in May, but was later aban- 
doned (CZ). Siskins remained until the end 
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of the period at a number of other places and 
may have nested elsewhere. Up to 20 
Evening Grosbeaks were coming to a feeeder 
in Elk, PA, in March and April (LC), and 
they were also reported from Stahlstown, PA, 
Mar. 14 (WR), Stormstown, PA, April 17 
(MB), and l•od, WV, Mar. 28 and May 16 
(KC). 
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WESTERN GREAT LAKES 
REGION 
James Granlund 

March began with warm weather over much 
of the Region but temperatures retumed to 
normal by the middle of the month and re- 
mained normal to cool throughout April. 
Early May was warm and temperatures 
throughout the Region were nearly average 
or slightly above average. The end of May 
brought very cool weather. Throughout the 
Region precipitation remained below aver- 
age and by the end of May many areas were 
encountering near drought conditions. 

As has been the trend over the past several 
years, the migration received mixed reviews. 
Wisconsin and Minnesota reported migrants 
to be late, and, except some groups, in low 
numbers. Michigan had a similar situation, 
although a few migrants returned very early 
during the warm days of April. In all three 
states southern herons made news, showing 
in good numbers and diversity. Ducks and 
other waterfowl also were present in good 
numbers and diversity. Shorebird numbers, 
as is often the case in spring, were reported 
low. Minnesota reported good numbers of 
kinglets, creepers, and Winter Wrens and the 
best Catharus thrush migration in many 
years. Wisconsin and Michigan reported the 
passefine migration as spotty, with some ob- 
servers raving above numbers and diversity 
while others wondered if they were in the 
same state. Even if numbers were down, ob- 
servers who took to the field were 

rewarded with some outstanding 
rarities, induding Ross' Gull, 
Fork-tailed Flycatcher and Green- 
tailed Towhee in Minnesota, Swal- • 
low-tailed and Black-shouldered 

kites, Snowy Plover, and Vermil- 
ion Flycatcher in Wisconsin and 
Western Tanager, and the first state 
record for Snowy Plover in Michi- 
gan. 

Alflare•Mi•m• M.B.R.C. (Michigan 
Bird Records Committee); S.G.A. 
(State Game Area); W.A. ( Wildlift 
Area), W. EB.O. (Whitefish Point 
Bird Observatory, Chippewa Coun- 
•y, Mh 

LOONS TO HERONS 

The Red-throated Loon was re- 

ported from all 3 states with re- 
ports of one Apr. 29 in Steele, MN 
(RG), a rare sighting at that inland 
county. All of Michigan's reports 
came from W. EB.O. where 221 

were recorded Apr. 29 through the period 
with a peak of 35 May 19. Arctic/Pacific 
Loons were'reported from W.P.B.O. May 22 
(BS, JS) and in March n. of Cleveland, Man- 
itowoc, WI (DT). The Corn. Loon total of 
4750 at W. EB.O. was the 3rd lowest on 

record at that location, well below the past 9- 
year average of 6605 individuals. In Michi- 
gan, monsoon rains Apr. 15-16 produced an 
exceptional fallout of 260 Horned Grebes in 
Midland (RW) and another 241 at Shi- 
awassee NWR, Saginaw (DP). Red-necked 
Grebes arrived in Minnesota about 3 weeks 

early, prompting some to believe they over- 
wintered on Lake Superior. Michigan had re- 
ports from 4 counties, which is about aver- 
age, as were the 241 reported from W.P.B.O. 
during the period. In Michigan, single Eared 
Grebes were reported Apr. 25 in Marquette 
(LT, NI etaL) and May 3 in Midland(RW). 
Wisconsin had records from Manitowoe (CS) 
Apr. 13-20, Superior (RJ) Apr. 22-25, 
Columbia (SR) May 17, and 3 from May 20 
through period in Dunn (JPet al.). Wiscon- 
sin had a single report of a Western Grebe 
May 9 at Crex Meadows WA (JH). Minneso- 
ta recorded its 7th Clark's Grebe May 3 in 
Jackson (AB). Wisconsin and Michigan had 
an influx of American White Pelicans this 

season with sightings in 11 counties of Wis- 
consin and 6 counties of Michigan. Most re- 
markable were the 10 seen May 14 from 
Brockway Mountain, Keweenaw., MI (JPe) 
and the 30-35 individuals reported from 
Milwaukee/Racine, WI (JI etal.). 

Snowy Egrets were reported from all 3 
states with the most northerly birds seen May 
15 at Agassiz NWR, Marshall, MN (KS, 

SS), May 31 in Price, WI (KM et al.) and 
May 11 at W.P.B.O. (staff). Little Blue 
Herons were also reported in better numbers 
than in past years with Minnesota recording 
five, Wisconsin four and Michigan two. The 
only Tricolored Heron reported was an indi- 
vidual, May 25 in Winona, MN (PW). Min- 
nesota had 11 Cattle Egret reports, the far- 
thest north in Marshall while Michigan sub- 
mitted reports from 4 counties. Wisconsin 
had reports of Cattle Egrets from 7 counties 
including nesting at Green Bay. Wisconsin 
had only one report of Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron from New London, Outagamie 
(JA) while Minnesota had 5 reports, most 
northerly May 25 in Aitken (WN). 

WATERFOWL, RAPTORS 

The reintroduced Trumpeter Swan is contin- 
uing to expand in Wisconsin with observers 
reporting more unbanded birds. Over 100 
Greater White-fronted Geese arrived Mar. 1 

in Lincoln (HK) tying the eadiest arrival date 
for Minnesota. White-fronteds were report- 
ed in Wisconsin from 7 counties at a maxi- 

mum of 9 individuals, while in Michigan re- 
ports were received from 4 counties. The 
Ross' Goose was reported in Wisconsin from 
Columbia Mar. 25 (m.ob.) and another in 
s.e. Madison, Dane Mar. 25-Apr. 4 (m.ob.). 
Minnesota had reports of this species from 5 
counties including 13 birds Mar. 29 in No- 
bles (KE etal.) and one e. of normal May 12 
at Duluth, St. Louis (KE). A Barnacle Goose 
Apr. 15-19 at Quinicassee, Tuscola provided 
Michigan another record to ponder the ques- 
tion of origin. Cinnamon Teal staged an in- 
vasion into the Region with records in Wis- 
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Table 1 Spring Hawk totals from standard Raptor Censuses for W.P.B.O. (Mar. 15.May 31) (staff) and 
from Brockway Mountain, Keweenaw Co. (Apr. l- May 31) (JPe) 

OsPrey 187 165 • 

N0•the;n HarriS: 301 178 
S•a•-shi•ed Hawk • 8595 3743 

N0n. hern Go• .l•' •8 
R•-•o•d•Hawk 31 

Sw•o•s ß hwk 2 2 
R•-• Hawk .8•2 

GoMefi •e 48 * (25,1988) ,48 
'•eri•K•=el •6'1 i79 
Merlin • 98 

•ine Fflcfi•& 35 •t28• 1990) 38 
Gyr•con 2 
•d. R•tor 7 250 

?• denotes record high totals (previous high, year) 
?? • denotes record low totals (previous low, year) 

consin Apr. 22-27 in Columbia (m. ob.), 
May 3-11 at Crex Meadows, WA (JH), and 
May 6-14 in s.e. Dodge (m. ob.). Minnesota 
added 4 more records with two birds May l 8 
in Kittson (KB etal.). Michigan could muster 
just one record, but at least the individual re- 
mained Mar. 12-22 at Nayanquing Point, 
Bay (RW, GP, EP). Eurasian Wigeons were 
reported Mar. 8-16 on Crystal Lake, Dane 
(AS, SSheta/.) and Mar. 13-16 in Columbia 
(KBu) in Wisconsin, while Michigan had 
one May 3-4 near Sumac Island, Huron, 
(MW, RW). Harlequin Ducks were reported 
in Wisconsin May 17-24 in Sheboygan (TS, 
JB, SB) and mid-May at the Thousand Is- 
lands, WA. The 715 Oldsquaws reported at 
W.P.B.O. was almost twice the 9-year aver- 
age, while the 559 recorded Mar. 18 and an- 
other 358 Mar. 25 at Tawas SP, losco, MI 
(RW) were record totals for that location. 
The scoter migration was characterized as 
lack-luster in Wisconsin although all 3 
species were recorded in 3 counties. Min- 
nesota had an unusual SurfScoter away from 
Lake Superior Apr. 25-26 on Lac Qui Parle 
(KE et aL). Most scoter observations in 
Michigan came from W. EB.O. where 1843 
White-winged Scoters and 58 Surf Scoters 
were reported. Wisconsin's 1500 Ruddy 
Ducks Apr. 16 from Green Lake (TS) was an 
excellent total. 

An American Swallow-tailed Kite May 
12 in Marquette (RR) provided Wisconsin its 
5th modern record while a Black-shouldered 

Kite Apr. 10 along 1-94 n. of Tomah 
provided only the 3rd record. Swainsons 
Hawks were reported May 26 in Dane, WI 
(SB) while in Michigan one Apr. 22 and one 
May 29 were reported at W.P.B.O. (staff) 
and May 1 & 7 from Brockway Mountain, 
Keweenaw (JPe). Amazingly there were 2 re- 

tt 

Snowy Plover at Saugatuck, Micligan, on April 
17, 1992. First state record. Photograph/ 
Jim Stoddard. 

ports of Ferruginous Hawk in Michigan, 
with individuals May 1 at Port Crescent SP, 
Huron (ME), and the other May 12 in Man- 
istee (BA). Both require acceptance by the 
MBRC. Golden Eagles were present in good 
numbers in all 3 states. Peregrine Falcons 
were reported in increased numbers in Min- 
nesota from 16 locations, while Michigan 
had reports from 9 counties. Gyrfalcons 
were reported from all 3 states including 
birds lingering into early March in Superior 
WI, and to Apr. 12 in Duluth-Superior Har- 
bor, MN. In Michigan individuals were seen 
Mar. 16 & 25 at W.P.B.O. (staff) while birds 
in the Satfit Ste. Marie area were seen 

through March but not into April. 

RAILS TO PHALAROPES 

The Yellow Rail is being found with greater 
frequency in Wisconsin. This season it was 

located in 6 counties with five to seven birds 

found at Green Lake, Hoticon NWR, and 

Crex Meadows, WA. In Michigan birds were 
found at their usual locations near 

Houghton L., Roscommon and at Seney 
NWR, Schoolcraft. Virginia Rails were early 
in both Michigan and Minnesota with the 
former's first report Mar. 28 at Crown I., 
WA, Saginaw (MH, JHu) while the latter 
had a record early arrival Apr. 11 in Carver 
(PS). Wisconsin reported King Rails from 5 
counties while Michigan could only muster a 
single record from the Waterloo SGA, Jack- 
son (AC, DC). An Am. Coot Mar. 2 in 
Winona (PS) was Minnesota's 2nd earliest ar- 
rival date. Wisconsin recorded its 5th record 

for Snowy Plover with an individual May 12 
at Marinette (KSm, JSm), while Michigan 
recorded its first state record with an individ- 

ual Apr. 17 on the beach at Saugatuck, Alle- 
gan (DS, JSt, TSt). Piping Plovers were re- 
ported May 21-22 in St. Louis (PS) in Min- 
nesota while Wisconsin had reports May 2 in 
Two Rivers (MP), May 7 in Bayfield (DV), 
May 16-17 in Kenosha (JD), and May 17 in 
Superior (LS), although no nesting was ob- 
served. Michigan had reports Apr. 24-26 at 
Tawas Point SP, losco (BBe, RAn) and from 
Chippewa and Alger. An Am. Avocet was re- 
ported Apr. 29 in Manitowoe, WI (CS). 
Early was a Greater Yellowlegs Mar. 7 at 
Galien, Berrien, MI (RS, WB). Wisconsin 
reported that a Lesser Yellowlegs Mar. 25 in 
Outagamie (DNu) was especially early which 
makes the one Mar. 9 in Berrien, MI (PU) 
even more remarkable. Willets were scarce 

with reports from 2 locations in Wisconsin 
and 3 in Michigan. In Minnesota 34 Whim- 
brels May 30 along L. Superior in Cook(DZ) 
is typical but the 20 inland May ! 7 in Otter 
•il (DM, SM) were unexpected. A good 
movement ofwhimbrels was reported from 
Wisconsin with reports from Bayfield (DV), 
Door (CL, RLetal.), and Manitowoe (CS). In 
Michigan, a Whimbrel April 16 at Tawas 
Point SP, losco (RW) was very early. Also un- 
usual were 2 reports from Berrien where the 
species is quite rare in spring, while the 347 
reported from W.P.B.O., with a peak of 99 
May 27, was typical. Hudsonian Godwits 
were reported in good numbers from Wis- 
consin from 10 counties, while Michigan 
had reports from 5 counties. Marbled God- 
wits were reported from 5 Wisconsin coun- 
ties Apr. 24-May 26 for a total of seven birds 
while Michigan had reports of one May I l at 
Shiawassee NWR, Saginaw (DP) and five 
May 17 at W. EB.O. (staff). A report of 950 
Ruddy Turnstones May 22 at Manitowoe 
(CS) was a very high count for Wisconsin, 
while one May 9 in Bay, MI (JSo) was early. 

Minnesota had reports of three Red Knots 
May 28 in Clearwater (PS) and two May 30 

426- American Birds, Fall 1992 



in St. Louis (KE et al.). Wisconsin reported 
Red Knots from several sites along L. Michi- 
gan and L. Superior while Michigan had re- 
ports from several counties including 32 
May 17 at Nayanquing Point, Bay (KT). 
Early in Michigan was a Semipalmated 
Sandpiper Apr. 23 at Shiawassee NWR, Sagi- 
naw (DP). Western Sandpipers were report- 
ed from 4 counties in Wisconsin May 16-25 
constituting six different individuals. Re- 
ports of five May 15-16 at Fennville Sewage 
Ponds, Allegan (CR, JW, m. ob.) and one 
May 28-29 at Three Oaks, Berrien (RS, KL) 
were both exceptional for this very rare 
spring migrant in Michigan. Very early in 
Wisconsin was a Baird's Sandpiper Apr. 7-11 
in Chippewa (JP) and early were Pectoral 
Sandpipers Mar. 21 in Dodge (JB) and Mar. 
26 in Dane (KBu). Also in Wisconsin, the 
vantering Purple Sandpiper remained until 
Mar. 28 in Sheboygan (DB, MB). In Michi- 
gan, a Curlew Sandpiper was found May 10 
at the Erie Marsh Preserve, Monroe (PC, JG 
et al.) within a large flock of Dunlin. A Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper May 26 at Crex Mead- 
ows, WA, (RJ, LS) was exceptional as the 
species is nearly accidental in spring in Wis- 
consin. Unexpected reports of Ruff came 
from all 3 states. In Minnesota a Reeve in 

prealternate molt was reported from Lac Qui 
Parle Apr. 29 (SC) and a Ruff May 16 in 
Carver (PN etal'). In Wisconsin a Reeve was 
reported May 5 in Dodge (BAd, JT). Black 
Ruffs were reported in Michigan Apr. 27 at 
the Erie Power Plant, Monroe (TK, NC, AC) 
and May 12 at Seney NWR, Schoolcraft 
(PD). A Short-billed Dowitcher Apr. 4 at 
Beaver Dam (DNu) was considered early for 
Wisconsin, as was the Long-billed Dowitch- 
er seen Apr. 15-16 in Dodge (KB). 

JAEGERS TO OWLS 

For the first spring since 1984 there were no 
jaegers reported from W.P.B.O. Wisconsin 
had 3 Laughing Gull reports, with individu- 
als seen May 3 at Manitowoc (CS), May 13 at 
Two Rivers (CRu), and May 29 at Fish L., 
Burnett, WA (BB, MK), the latter being 
quite rare at that inland site. Michigan had a 
single report May 17 at Tawas Point, losco 
(RW, LG). Little Gulls were reported from 4 
Michigan counties and 3 locations in Wis- 
consin including a rare inland sighting in 
Chippewa (JP). An impressive 12,000 Bona- 
parte's Gulls were recorded at Milwaukee, 
WI, Apr. 26 (BB). Two ad. California Gulls 
made an appearance Apr. 7 at L. Brecken- 
ridge, I•lkin, MN. Thayer's Gulls were re- 
ported in Wisconsin Mar. 15 at Manitowoc 
(KBu), Mar. 15-21 in Milwaukee (BB), and 
May 25 at Superior (MP, RH). Single Iceland 
Gulls were reported in Michigan Mar. 14 at 
the Muskegon Wastewater, Muskegon (PC, 
JG et al) and Apr 24 at Tawas Point, losco 

(BBe, RW, RAn) while Minnesota had ln&- 
viduals Apr. 30 in St. Louis (KE) and through 
Mar. 9 at Knife R., Lake. A first-winter Lesser 

Black-backed Gull was reported in Minneso- 
ta Mar. 31-Apr. 1 in lg•shington --about the 
11 th state record. In Wisconsin an individu- 

al was reported Apr. 5 in Sheboygan (BB), 
while in Michigan the bird at the Bay City 
SP, Bay returned Apr. 8-13 (JSo et al.). Great 
Black-backed Gulls were reported from 4 
Wisconsin locations while in Minnesota 

birds lingered into early March in Dakota 
(TT) and Lake (KE). A Ross' Gull Apr. 16 in 
Pennington (SSt) provided Minnesota its 2nd 
state record. 

A Yellow-billed Cuckoo at W.P.B.O. May 
30 (staff) was the first spring record for that 
species. Snowy Owls lingered in Wisconsin 
to May 13 in Burnett (JH), to May 26 in 
Douglas (LL, SL), and to May 29 in Bayfield 
(DV etal.). After the record invasion in Min- 
nesota during the previous winter, a N. 
Hawk Owl was found nesting in Lake. The 
individual in Ashlandlingered in Wisconsin 
until Mar. 4 (MS) while the last bird in 
Michigan was seen in the Sault Ste. Marie 
area, Chippewa May 3. Also in Michigan, 
W.P.B.O. recorded seven N. Hawk Owls 

Apr. 23-May 9 with a peak of three on May 5 
(staff). A Burrowing Owl was reported Apr. 
26 in Traverse, MN. Wisconsin had a single 
record of Great Gray Owl, an individual 
heard calling s. of Superior May 18 (SR, LE). 
Truly remarkable were the 17 Great Grays 
recorded at W.P.B.O., Apr. 23 through the 
period, with a peak of three birds May 2 & 8. 
Long-eared Owls were reported as being 
more common than normal in Minnesota, 

particularly in wildlife management areas in 
the w. part of the state. In Michigan, few 
were reported away from W.P.B.O. where 80 
were tallied, an above average number. Also 
at W.P.B.O. 114 Boreal Owls were banded 

with an additional 44 seen but not captured. 
The banding total falls short of the record• 
163 banded in 1988--but this is still a very 
large migration of this owl anywhere in the 
Region. Most interesting was the number of 
birds found roosting in spruce and hemlock 
trees intermixed in the Jack-Pines, on or near 
the Point. 

FLYCATCHERS TO SHRIKES 

An early returning E. Phoebe was detected in 
Wisconsin in Dane Mar. 11 (PA). A high- 
light in Wisconsin was the sighting of a c• 
Vermilion Flycatcher which frequented a 
yard in Muskego May 11-12; this apparently 
constitutes the 3rd sight record. Western 
Kingbirds were seen May 22 in Portage (GS), 
and May 30 in Bayfield(RE) while in Michi- 
gan the bird near Winn, Isabella, returned for 
the 5th consecutive year. Minnesota had a 
Western Kingbird report May 30 in St Louts 

(PB), e. and n. of normal. An ad. Fork-tarled 
Flycatcher in worn plumage was seen May 3- 
14 in Grand Marais, Cook (DEk), constitut- 
ing the 2nd Minnesota record, both within 9 
months. A group of six Tree Swallows Mar. 7 
in Houston (DN), provided Minnesota its 
earliest recorded arrival date. 

A Black-billed Magpie in late April at 
Schoenberg Marsh, Columbia, provided a 
rare Wisconsin record for this western visi- 

tor. Carolina Wrens were reported Apr. 8-15 
in Houston, MN, while in Wisconsin there 
were 12-15 birds from 7 counties. There was 

an increase in reports of Mountain Bluebirds 
in the n.w. portion of Minnesota with nest- 
ing detected again in Marshall. A 
Townsend's Solitaire was reported Mar. 13 
in Carver, MN, while the bird reported last 
season in Beulah, Benzie, MI remained to at 
least Mar. 14 (PC, JG, m. ob.). Northern 
Mockingbirds were reported in increased fre- 
quency in Minnesota and Wisconsin. Re- 
ports of Loggerhead Shrikes seemed up in all 
3 states. In Minnesota they were reported 
from 15 counties with at least 24 individuals, 
while Wisconsin had reports from 7 counties 
with nesting in St. Croix, and Oconto. Michi- 
gan had reports May 29 on S. Manitou I., 
Leelanau (CF), and May 2 in Hoema Pk., 
Ottawa (CP et al.), while the only nesting 
was from the traditional location in Allegan. 

VIREOS TO FINCHES 

The White-eyed Vireo was reported with in- 
creased frequency in Michigan with reports 
from 7 counties, while in Minnesota, where 

the species is casual, an individual was pre- 
sent May 17-23 in Houston (KE et al.). Bell's 
Vireos were reported from 4 s.e. Minnesota 
counties while Wisconsin had reports from 5 
counties. In Michigan, where the species is 
very rare, the individual in Berrien returned 
May 14 (RS). A Solitary Vireo was reported 
as returning early to Wisconsin Apr. 23 in 
Columbia while in Michigan the first report 
was Apr. 19 at Kleinstuck Preserve, Kalama- 
zoo (RA). 

A Blue-winged Warbler May 18 at 
W.P.B.O. was well n. of normal and one of 

the few Upper Peninsula records for this 
species. A Tennessee Warbler Apr. 25 in 
Hillsdale, MI (JR) was quite early, as was a 
Yellow-rumped Warbler Mar. 28 in Rock 
(KE), providing a new early arrival date for 
Minnesota. Yellow-throated Warblers were 

seen in Minnesota May 2 in lg•nona (CS), 
and in Michigan May 14 near Reed's L., Kent 
(BR, JW), and in Berrien after May 2 (RSm) 
In Wisconsin this species was reported from 
4 counties with nesting in Rock and Grant. A 
pair of Cerulean Warblers May 31 in Vilas 
(JB, JBa), were well north of normal as was 
an individual May 21 at W.P.B.O. (JSc). In 
Michigan there were 3 Worm-eating War- 
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bier reports with one on May 23 at Tawas 
Point, losco (DP, BW, BG) well north of nor- 
mal. Wisconsin had reports from 6 counties. 
In Minnesota this species is considered casu- 
al yet there were reports May 10 in Mower 
(RK, RKn), May 11 in Hennepin (SC), and 
May 12 & 17 in Rice(TB). A Louisiana Wa- 
terthrush May 12 at Presque Isle, Marquette, 
MI (LT, MBe) was only the 2nd record for 
the Upper Peninsula. Minnesota also had a 
Kentucky Warbler report May 10 in La Seur 
(PS), while Michigan had an amazing 7 re- 
ports, well above average. In Wisconsin a 
bird May 1 in Superior (RJ) was north of 

Green-tailed lowhee in Carver County, 
Minnesota, on May 13,1992. Third state record. 
Photograph/Anthony Hertzel. 

normal. Hooded Warblers were reported 
from 7 locations in Minnesota including one 
May 2 in Pipestone (JPa), and a nesting pair 
in Scott. Wisconsin reported this species in 
increased numbers, the most n. in Ashland. 

In Michigan an individual Apr. 21 in Escana- 
ba, Delta, (CT) provided one of few Upper 
Peninsula records. Prairie Warblers were re- 

ported in Michigan beginning May 16 with 
three in _Leelanau (CF) and two in Mason 
(BA, JIr). 

Summer Tanagers were widespread 
through the Region this season with 4 re- 
ports from Wisconsin and Minnesota, the 
furthest n. in the latter May 17-18 in St. 
Louis (BT) and May 28 in Cook (fide KE). 
Michigan had 5 reports including one May 
8-9 at Presque Ilse Pk., Marquette (DEm, 
LT) providing a rare Upper Peninsula sight- 
ing. Inconceivably, Western Tanagers were 
reported from all 3 states. In Michigan, an 
ad. male May 31 at Tawas Point SP, losco 
(RSe, DF, m. oh.) would be only the 2nd 
documented record if accepted by the 
MBRC. Less rare in Minnesota, a first-year 
male was found May 30 in a hospital parking 
ramp in Hennepin (DZ). In Wisconsin, an 
individual was located May 16 in Fond du 

Lac (HR, DW). A N. Cardinal May 12 at 
W.P.B.O. provided a rare spring record at 
that location. Minnesota's 3rd state record 
for Green-Tailed Towhee was located at 

Lowry Nature Center, Carver Pk. Preserve, 
CarverMay 12-14 (m. ob.). Very late was an 
Am. Tree Sparrow banded May 9 at L. Gene- 
va, WI (PP). A Lark Sparrow was found un- 
usually far n. May 5-7 in St. Louis, MN (AE), 
while Michigan had records Apr. 23 at 
W.P.B.O. (staff), Apr. 24 in Schoolcrafi(PD), 
and May 19 in Lake (ES, GW, JW, WW). 
Also in Michigan was a Lark Bunting May 
12 at Presque Ilse Pk_, Marquette (LT, m.ob.). 
Minnesota had no reports of the increasingly 
rare Henslows Sparrow while Michigan also 
had fewer reports. Sharp-tailed Sparrows 
were reported in Wisconsin May 21-23 at 
Oconto Marsh (BM) and in the last half of 
May at Crex Meadows, WA, (m. ob.). In 
Michigan, where the Sharp-tailed Sparrow 
is extremely rare, an individual Apr. 23 in the 
Allegan SGA, Allegan (RA), was exceptional. 
A Fox Sparrow Mar. 21 in Otter Tail, MN, 
tied the earliest arrival date at that n. loca- 

tion. A Harris' Sparrow was reported May 
16-20 in Park Twp., Ottawa, MI (ACo, 
m.ob.). In Wisconsin, a Rusty Blackbird lin- 
gered to May 22 at Wisconsin Pt., Superior 
(RH) while surprisingly late Com. Redpolls 
were reported May 13 in Superior (RJ) and 
May 16 in Price (MHa, et. al.). Hoary Red- 
polls were reported in March and April in the 
n. counties of Wisconsin. Michigan had re- 
ports from Chippewa and Marquette with 
W.P.B.O. having 25 Mar. 18-Apr. 17 with 
maximums of 4 each on Mar. 21 & 23, a very 
high total for that location. The House Finch 
was reported to have spread through most of 
Wisconsin with individuals coming to feed- 
ers in Superiorand Ashlandand found in Bay- 
field. 

Observers: Bob Adams (BAd), Raymond 
Adams, Brian Allan, Jim Anderson, Ron An- 
nelin (RAn), Philip Ashman, Parker Back- 
strom, Karl Bardon, Jeff Baughman, Jim 
Baughman (JBa), Scott Baughman, Bob Bell 
(BBe), M. Berg (MBe), Tom Boevers, Brian 
Boldt, Al Bolduc, Walter Booth, Donald 

Brasser, Margaret Brasser, Kay Burcar (KBu), 
Nathan Carlsen, Steve Carlson, Allen Chari- 

tier, Donald Chalfant, Phil Chu, Ann Copps 
(ACo), Jerry DeBoer, Paul Dziepak, Kim 
Eckert, Dave Eklof (DEk), Don Emerick 
(DEm), Laura Erickson, Monica Essen- 
macher, Roger Everhardt, Chip Francke, 
Darlene Friedman, Ray Glassel, Leonard 
Graf, Jim Granlund, Bob Grefe, Maybelie 
H•dy (MHa), James Hoetier, Randy Hoff- 
man, Joanne Hubinger (JHu), Mark Hub- 
inger, John Idzikowsk, Nick Illnicky, Jill Ire- 
land (Jlr), Robbye Johnson, Tom Kemp, 
Ron Kneeskern, Rose Kneeskern (RKn), 

Mark Korducki, Daniel Krysiak, Henry 
Kyllingstad, Laura LaValley, Steve LaValley, 
Charlotte Lukes, Roy Lukes, Bob Mead, 
Keith Merkel, Diane Millard, Steve Millard, 
Warren Nelson, David Neitzel, Peter 
Neubeck, Don Nussbaum (DNu), Johanna 
Pals (JPa), Patricia Parsons, Dave Peters, 
John Peacock (JPe), Ellen Peterson, Glen Pe- 
terson, Mark Peterson, Janinc Polk, Cal Po- 
marim, Rebecca Ratering, Jack Reinoehl 
(Michigan), Herbert Riedner, Sam Robbins, 
Buck Ronan, Carroll Rudy (CRu), Char 
Runnels, Jeff Schultz (JSc), Thomas Schultz, 
Carol Schumacher, Ray Seng (RSe), Larry 
Semo, Al Shea, Sue Shea (SSh), Ellen Slater, 
Karen Smith (KSm), Jerry Smith (JSm), Roy 
Smith, Joe Soehnel (JSo), Charles Sontag, 
Michael Spreeman, Keith Steva, Shelley 
Steva, Dave Stoddard (DS), Jim Stoddard 
(JSt), Teresa Stoddard (TSt), Steven Stucker 
(SSt), Bonnie Smut, Gary Stout, Janie Stout, 
Peder Svingen (Minnesota), Louis Taccoli- 
ni, Daryl Tessen (Wisconsin), Charlotte 
Taylor, Bill Tefft, James Toft, Kevin Thomas, 
Tom Tustison, Pat Underwood, Dick Verch, 

Ron Weeks, Philip Whitford, Don Whitney, 
George Wickstrom, Myles Willard, Bruce 
Winchell, Joan Wolfe, Will Wolfe, Dave 
Zumeta. --JAMES GRANLUND, 6253 
N. Westnedge, Kalamazoo M149004 
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MIDDLEWESTERN 
PRAIRIE REGION 
Kenneth J. Brock 

If migrations can be calibrated by number of 
rarities, then the spring flight must be deemed 
above average as two first state records were 
recorded this season. 

Much of the waterfowl departed the Region 
during the unusually warm conditions in late 
February. March was warmer than normal, es- 
pecially in southern and western portions of 
the Region; precipitation was near average. 
Warm southerly winds in early March gener- 
ated a spate of early arrival dates. April temper- 
atures and precipitation levels were near nor- 
mal. Interestingly, the last third of April 
proved to be the primary period of vagrancy 
across the Region. Regional May temperatures 
varied considerably, however, all areas experi- 
enced very dry conditions. The resulting 
passerine flight developed no Regional waves 
and was quite protracted, with many species 
hngering well into June. 

Abbreviations: L. Cal. (Lake Calumet, Chicago); 
S C.R. (Squaw Creek Nat'l WildliJ• Ref., MO); 
Spfld. (Springfield, IL), I.P.L. (Iowa Power & 
Light). 

LOONS TO IBISES 

The only Red-throated Loon reports came 
from L. Decatur, IL, Mar. 31-Apr. 1 (?RP, Re) 
and Salamonie Res., IN, Apr. 18 (Haw). Com- 
mon Loons appeared in all states. The highest 
count was 52 in Lake, IL, Apr. 5 (DJ). The 400 
Horned Grebes at Gibson, IN, Mar. 1 (GB) 

h•ghlighted a regional increase. The Region's 
only Red-necked Grebe was at Rocky River, 
OH, Mar. 31-Apr. 2 (WNK). Eared Grebes 
were recorded as far e. as Cleveland Mar. 29 

(RHa), and Dayton Mar. 29 (•'CB). Western 
Grebes appeared in Iowa where they are regu- 
lar, but one at Green River L., Taylor, KY, Mar. 
1-8 (JE, •'KC, m.ob.) was unusual. 

American White Pelicans were reported in 
all states except Kentucky. The maximum 
count of 480 along the Mississippi R. in Han- 
cock, IL, Apr. 7 (MG) was typical for that loca- 
non, however, nine at Brookville Res., IN, 
Apr. 10 (DO), represented that state's highest 
count in decades. A Brown Pelican at DeSoto 

NW.R., IA, May 6-11 (?BR, ph., ?m.ob.) 
continued the recent pattern of increased oc- 
currence in the Region. The Double-crested 
Cormorant population surge continued with 
counts exceeding 1000 from 3 states. Mis- 
souri's 2nd Neotropic Cormorant record was 
established May 18 at S.C.R. when an imma- 
ture was carefully compared with nearby Dou- 
ble-cresteds ('•PMc, ?MR, DE). 

American B•tterns remained scarce, the 

maximum count was s•x at Otter Creek, IA, 

Apr. 25 (JF). Though Least Bitterns were 
recorded in every state except Kentucky, the 
highest count was only four at S.C.R. May 18 
(PMc). Great Blue Herons were abundant 
across the Region. Lake Renwick, IL, pro- 
duced an impressive 367 Great Egrets Apr. 28 
(JM). Two to seven Snowy Egrets were report- 
ed in all states. Little Blue Herons arrived early 
in Kentucky, where six birds, at Bondurant 
Apr. 4 tied the earliest arrival date (CP). Cattle 
Egrets were widespread; the highest count was 
made in Boyle, KY, where a flock of 100 invad- 
ed a farm field May 3 (fide FL). Modest num- 
bers of Black-crowned Night-Herons were 
widespread, however1596 at the L. Cal. rook- 
eryApr. 27 were most impressive (WM etal.). 
An imm. White Ibis, seen near Caruthersville, 

Pemiscot (?NS, ASc) constituted only the 2nd 
spring record for Missouri. A summer ad. 
White-faced Ibis was at Gilman, Iroquois, IL 
May 2-3 (?Re). This species was also seen at 
S.C.R. May 15 (JHi) and Cooley L., Clay, 
MO, Apr. 28 and May 2, where it is regular. 

WATERFOWL 

Singles and small groups of Tundra Swans (up 
to six) were recorded in all states except Ken- 
tucky and Missouri. The Iowa Greater White- 
fronted Goose flight peaked at 1000 Apr. 12 in 
Fremont. Farther east three orange-billed 
White-fronteds (Greenland race?) were pre- 
sent in Sangamon, IL, Mar. 5-7 (DB) and 
stragglers were documented in Ohio, at Spring 
Valley W.A., Mar. 3 (?CM) and Seneca Mar. 5 
(?HB). Most Snow Geese departed during 
mild February weather; the largest remaining 
group was 173 in Des Plaines, IL, Mar. 13 
(JM). A Ross' Goose lingered at DeSoto 
N.W.R. until May 6 to establish a late depar- 
ture record for Iowa. Farther east this species 
was recorded in Henry, IN, Apr. 18 (•'JW). 

Peak Green-winged Teal counts exceeded 
100 in every state except Kentucky with the 
maximum of 1500 at Otter Slough, MO (fide 
BRe). The count of 119 Am. Black Ducks at 
Heidecke EW.A., IL, Mar. 25 (JM) exceeded 
all other reports by a wide margin. A maxi- 
mum of 56 N. Pintails in Ottawa N.W.R., 

OH, Apr. 5 (EP) underscores the Regional 
scarcity of this species. The Region's largest 
Blue-winged Teal count was 200 at Bon- 
durant, KY, Mar. 28 (CP). Male Cinnamon 
Teal were recorded at Nauvoo Flats W.A., 
Hancock, IL, Mar. 21 (•'RCe et al.), and at 
Fermilab, DuPage, IL, Apr. 7 (?PK). No?thern 
Shovelers peaked Mar. 14 when 665 were 
cou/•ted at Carlyle L., IL (KMc). Gadwalls 
were well-represented with peak counts above 
100 birds in 3 states. Adult d' Eur. Wigeon 
were identified as follows: Gordon Park Mari- 

na, Cleveland Mar. 15 (•'RH et al.); Cerro 
Gordo, IA, Mar. 18 (?RPi); Clinton Lake, IL 
Mar 15-28, (MD, RD, ?mob ), w of Palo, 

Lmn, IA, Apr. 25-28 (?JDu, ?TK, etal.). The 
only sizable Am. Wigeon accumulation oc- 
curred in Spfld., where 220 were counted 
(DB) Mar. 17. 

The Canvasback flight was generally poor, 
however 500 counted Mar. 22 at Union 

Slough N.W.R., IA, amounted to a respectable 
number (MK). Redheads fared poorly 
throughout the Region; the highest single 
count was 92 at Prospect, KY, Apr. 5 (FMa). A 
pair of Ring-necked Ducks was still present at 
S.C.R. May 24, providing the state's latest 
record (MR). An imm. d' Harlequin Duck 
lingered at the Port of Indiana until Apr. 27 
(CF), establishing the first April record for the 
state. The best Oldsquaw count was 190 at 
Winnetka/Glencoe, IL, Mar. 25 (EW). Inland 
reports included: two c• Oldsquaws at L 
Springfield, IL, Mar. 13 & 30 (DB); two dif- 
ferent birds at L. James, IN, Mar. 19 & Apr. 4 
(SAS); one on Pleasant Creek L., IA, May 3 
(RPi); and five very late birds at Little Cedar 
Point N.W.R., OH, May 30 (EP, RH). Five 
Black Scoters appeared on L. Michigan off 
Glencoe, IL, Mar. 24 (RHu). A late departure 
date for Iowa was established when a Black 

Scoter lingered at the I.P.L. ponds in Pottawat- 
tamie until Apr. 25 (BP, DR). Away from the 
Great Lakes two Surf Scoters were at Carlyle 
L., IL, Mar. 22 (RC), a female or immature 
male was at Clear L., IA, Apr. 12 (JW), one 
was on Brookville Res., IN, Apr. 14 (DO), and 
a male remained at Sangamon, IL, May 10 & 
13 (DB). The only White-winged Scoter re- 
port consisted of an impressive 60 at Glencoe, 
IL, on the late date of Apr. 3 (RHu). 

VULTURES TO CRANES 

The Region experienced an excellent raptor 
migration that included a record spring count 
at the Indiana Dunes hawkwatch and fine sin- 

gle-day counts in Missouri and Ohio. The In- 
diana Dunes season produced 3774 birds in 
116 hours over 37 days. Results are summa- 
rized below. 

The Missouri flight occurred Apr. 18 along 
interstate 70 in Montgomer)• when 648 birds 
were recorded (PMc, TB), including 571 
Broad-wingeds, nine Swainson's, an ad. N 
Goshawk, and a subadult Golden Eagle, with- 
in one hour following passage of a front. A 
most remarkable movement also occurred 

Apr. 20 at Maumee Bay S.P., OH, when 2448 
birds were counted (ES). This total was domi- 
nated by 2012 Broad-wingeds, but 19 Os- 
preys, 15 N. Harriers, 136 Sharp-shinneds, 45 
Cooper's, 17 Red-shouldereds, and 184 Red- 
taileds were also recorded. 

Black Vultures are pressing N. A bird at 
Salamonie Res., IN, Mar. 24 was well north of 

its normal Indiana range (•'Haw et al.), and 15 
in association with 230 Turkey Vultures at 
Pleasant Hill Res., OH, is noteworthy 
(?KMe) Indiana's nesung Ospreys returned 
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to Brookville Res., for the 3rd consecutive 
year. An American Swallow-tailed Kite ap- 
peared at Cedar Falls May 14-15 (tKM, tFM) 
providing the first Iowa report in 60 years. An- 
other was seen in Stone, MO, Apr. 11 (tJB). 
Mississippi Kites continue their expansion-- 
they were recorded in every state except Ohio. 
The largest accumulation consisted of a mi- 
grant flock of 17 birds in Union, IL, May 30 
(MD et aL). Stragglers wandered as far n. as 
Cedar Falls, IA, where one was seen May 16 
(tTK), and the Indiana Dunes, where an adult 
provided the 2nd local record Apr. 23 (tCF, 
tBJ}. Reports of single N. Goshawks came 
from all states except Kentucky. A major 
movement of Swainson's Hawks occurred Apr. 
19 in Cherokee, IA, with separate counts of 
167 (DBi) and 218 (MB) birds. A lingering 
Rough-legged Hawk was documented May 24 
in Winneshiek, IA, establishing a new late de- 
parture date for that state (RC). Golden Eagles 
were reported in every state except Illinois. 
Noteworthy records included an immature 
Golden Eagle in Pike, OH, Apr. 17 (tDMi) 
and an adult that remained in n.e. Cerro 

Gordo, IA, until May 10, establishing a new 
late departure date. Reports on Merlin were 
quite encouraging with multiple sightings 
from most states. Peregrines, many believed to 
be released birds, were reported from all states. 
Prairie Falcons were recorded in Union, IL, 

Mar. 20 (tTF, JD) and Lakin Slough, IA, Apr. 
24 (tEA, EAr). 

Single Yellow Rails were detected at 
Danville, IL, Apr. 11 &19 (tRC, tSB), Otter 
Creek, IA, Apr. 20 (BPr), Sangchris, IL, May 3 
(DB), and Powderhorn L., IL, May 10 ON). 
Two Black Rails were observed at leisure n. of 

Des Moines, IA, Apr. 26 (tBM, DK) for the 

Adult Litfie Gull south of Council Bluffs, Iowa, on 
Apd123, 1992. Photograph/B. J. Rose. 

Regions only report. Several correspondents 
deemed Virginia Rail and Sora numbers below 
normal. Common Moorhen reports were dis- 
turbing; the Regions largest count was only 
eight birds at L. Cal. May 9 (WM). The Sand- 
hill Crane population continues to expand. 
Counts of 1000 Mar. 24 at Wolf L., IN (fide 
JBo), and 500 in Harvey, IL, Mar. 28 (WS) 
were recorded as migrating flocks circumnavi- 
gated at the s. end of L. Michigan. 

SHOREBIRDS 

The Regions only sizable Lesser Golden- 
Plover count was 2600, in Savoy, IL, Apr. 25 
(RC). Good Semipalmated Plover counts were 
made at Rend L., IL, where 201 were found 

May 15 (TF), and at Runnels, IA, where 150 
were tallied May 14 (TK). A c• Snowy Plover 
was seen at Riverton W.M.A., IA, May 10-12 
(tDR, tBR, tTKet al. ph.). Seven Piping 
Plovers occurred at the I.EL. ponds in Pot- 
tawattamie, IA, May 26 (BP) and one was at 
Conneaut, OH, Apr. 25-26 (RH, LR ph.). 
Singletons were also reported from 4 Illinois 
locations Apr. 25-May 6. Single Black-necked 
Stilts were reported at Riverton W.M.A. May 
12 (tAJ, tTK etal. ph.) and in Chicago, IL, 
Apr. 22 (tDJ). American Avocets appeared 

only in the western states, where 
peak counts were 30 at L. Manawa, 

-• IA, Apr. 24 (BP) and 14 atMaryville 
< sewage lagoons, MO, Apr. 23 (DE). 

Willets were scarce throughout 
- the Region; the largest single count 

was 41 at Maryville, MO, Apr. 23 
(DE). Notable Whimbrel sightings 
included 15 at Illinois Beach State 

Pk. May 31 (BE) and an early arrival 
at Riverton W.M.A., IA, Apr. 24 

= (tBPr). The Regions only Long- 
billed Curlew was seen May 9 at 
S.C.R. (tCFh, DM). Hudsonian 
Godwits were not reported e. of Illi- 
nois; the only large accumulation 
consisted of 159 at Riverton 

• W.M.A., IA, May 13 (MP). Mar- 
, bled Godwits were widely distribut- 
; ed, with a maximum of 16 occur- 
• ring in Spfld., Apr. 22 (DB). The 

easternmost record was a singleton at Salamonie Res., IN, May 2 (SAS). 
Ruddy Turnstones were widespread 
but the only sizeaNe accumulation 

was 27 at Crane Cr., OH, May 31 (TL). The 
largest Red Knot tally was six at Chicago, IL, 
May 25-26 (RHu, m.ob.). Two at Riverton 
W.M.A., May 13 constituted only the 2nd 
spring record for Iowa (tTK, tJF}. 

The highest Sanderling count, 11 atArcola, 
IL, May 30-31 (RC, RW), came from an in- 
land site, rather than the Great Lakes. Al- 

though Semipalmated Sandpipers were re- 
ported in all states, the only unusually large ac- 
cumulation consisted of 4000 seen at Riverton 

W.M.A. May 23 (TK). An early W. Sandpiper 
was recorded in Spfld., Apr. 16 (DB). Least 
Sandpipers were scarce, with only one count 
above 100 birds. White-rumped Sandpipers 
were reported in every state except Kentucky, 
but large numbers occurred only at S.C.R. 
where 320 were found May 18 (DE etaL), and 
at Riverton W.M.A. where 100 were counted 

May 31 (TK). Baird's Sandpipers wandered as 
far e. as Chicago where three were counted 
May 1 (D J). The largest single count consisted 
of 100 at Riverton W.M.fi_, IA, Apr. 12 (TK). 
Sizable Pectoral Sandpiper counts were 
recorded at Riverton W.M.A.: 1500 May 13 
(TK) and several thousand reported at Otter 
Slough W.M.A., MO, Mar. 26 (BRe}. By far 
the largest Dunlin count was the 750 birds 
seen in Ottawa, OH, May 16 (LR). 

Outside of S.C.R., where 69 were found 

May 18 (MR, PMc, DE), Stilt Sandpiper re- 
ports consisted of singletons or pairs from Illi- 
nois, Iowa, and Kentucky. Single Buff-breast- 
ed Sandpipers were reported at 3 Iowa loca- 
tions: e. of Riverton W.M.A. May 10 (DR), at 
Riverton W.M•. May 13 (TK), and at 
Coralville Res. May 25 (tDPi, TK). A 9 Ruff 
was present in w. DuPage, IL, Apr. 25-30 (JM, 
ph. m.ob.). Dowitchers were in short supply 
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this spring. Counts exceeding 25 Short- 
billeds were made only in Illinois, Kentucky, 
and Missouri; the largest of these was 60 at 
S.C.R. May 12 (DE). The only significant 
Long-billed accumulations were 35 at Spfld. 
May 2 (DB) and 269 at S.C.R. May 3 (JHi). 
Small counts of Wilson's Phalaropes were 
made in all states except Kentucky. Only two 
Red-necked Phalaropes were reported; a 
male at Coralville Res., IA, May28 (TK) and 
a female at Spfld. June 7 (DB). 

GULLS, TERNS 

Notable among the dozen Laughing Gulls 
reported from the Region was an adult at 
Kentucky Dam May 26 (BMo et al.) where 
this spedes is rare. Franklins Gulls wandered 
e. of the Mississippi R. in normal numbers. 
The only sizable accumulation consisted of 
106 on the mudflats at Bolckow, MO (JHi). 
Little Gull records induded an adult pho- 
tographed in a flooded field s. of Council 
Bluff, IA, Apr. 23 (tBR, tBP), one at Con- 
neaut, OH, Apr. 25 (RH), two adults at 
Waukegan, IL, Apr. 26 (DD), and an imma- 
ture Little Gull at Conneaut, OH, May 25 
(CH). Modest-to-good Bonaparte's Gull 
numbers appeared across the Region with 
the largest accumulation of 4000 occurring 
at Conneaut, OH, Apr. 26 (LR). An ad. 
Mew Gull was at Sangchris, IL, Apr. 30 for a 
first Sangamon, IL, record (*DB). On Apr. 4 
10,000+ Ring-billed Gulls were counted at 
the L. Cal. nesting colony (WM). Iceland 
Gulls reports included a 2nd-year bird at 
Jackson Park, Chicago Mar. 12 (JO), an 
adult at Waukegan, IL, Mar. 22 (DD, JG), 
and one at Conneaut, OH, Apr. 26 (LR). 
Seven Lesser Black-backed Gulls were re- 

ported across the Region. Glaucous Gulls ap- 
peared in typical numbers along the Great 
Lakes; two pushed as far s. as Gibson, IN, 
where first-year birds were present Mar. 1- 
Apr. 5 (GB etal.). The Regions westernmost 
Great Black-backed Gull was a first-year bird 
at Saylorville Res., Mar. 7 (?JSi). 

Two Caspian Terns at Montrose, IA, Apr. 
19 tied the earliest arrival date (TK, RCi); the 
Regions largest single count was 97 at Michi- 
gan City, IN (SBa). Though numbers re- 
mained low compared to earlier years, the 
Regional Com. Tern situation was somewhat 
improved. The peak count was 145 at 
Evanston, IL, May 12 (EW). Forster's Tern 
counts peaked in the range of 10-33 birds in 
all states. Least Terns returned m Indiana and 

Kentucky nesting sites in mid-May; single 
migrants were observed at 3 Iowa locations. 
Black Terns continue to fare poorly. The 
highest counts along the w. edge of the Re- 
gion consisted of 150 at 2 sites: S.C.R. May 
24 (MR) and Fremont, IA, May 23 (TK). 
East of the Mississippi R. the high count was 
only 19 at Spfld. May 3 (DB). Seven nests, 

TaMe 1. Spring Hawk watch 1992, Indiana Dunes 
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containing 21 eggs, were found May 28 at 
Indiana's remaining breeding site in LaPorte 
(LH, JT). 

CUCKOOS TO SWALLOWS 

Cuckoos were generally scarce across the Re- 
gion with Black-bitleds slightly more com- 
mon that Yellow-billeds. The largest Black- 
billed count was made May 11 at Magee, 
OH, where 11 were tallied (RH). Barn Owl 
reports included: one at Bolckow, MO, Mar. 
23 0Hi); one in Union, IL, May7 (VK); one 
in Coshocton, OH, May 16 (TKe); and a nest 
with seven young in 7•ylor, IA, May 18 (LJ). 
Snowy Owls lingered at 5 sites in 4 states; the 
latest date was Apr. 8 at Chicago's O'Hare 
Airport (fide RB). Long-eared Owls were re- 
ported in all states except Kentucky and Mis- 
souri. A late bird was at the Migrant Trap, 
Lake, IN, May 2 (KB et al.). Every state re- 
ported Short-eared Owls. The peak count 
was 14 at Summit L., IN (EOC). Thirteen 
N. Saw-whet Owls were located throughout 
the Region; the only multiple sighting con- 
sisted of four birds that overwintered in 

Piatt, IL (RC). A Saw-whet found at Fox I., 
IN, Mar. 21 constituted the first local record 

(RZ et al.). Common Nighthawks arrived 
quite early at several locations but no sizable 
flights were reported. The first two were 
recorded Mar. 5 at Richmond, IN (fideWB), 
a calling bird was identified in Clarksdale, 
MO, Mar. 20 (•RS), and three appeared at 
Leithfield, KY, Mar. 21 (AW). The Missouri 
and Kentucky records represent early arrival 
dates for these states. A Whip-poor-will was 
heard Mar. 17 at Leithfield, KY. The seasons 

largest Chimney Swift count occurred May 
25 when 3000 were counted in a flock above 

the river in Joliet, IL (JM). 
Significant woodpecker movements were 

not reported this spring. Modest numbers of 
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were reported in 
most states, the largest counts consisted of 48 
at Headlands Beach S.P., OH (LR) and 14 in 
Chicago Apr. 18 (JL). One remained at 
Munroe Falls, OH, through the end of the 
period (WS). The most noteworthy aspects 
of the flycatcher migration were early arrivals 
and above-normal Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
counts. An Olive-sided Flycatcher Apr. 29 in 
Sangamon, constituted the earliest local 
record in 23 years of data (DB). An E. Wood- 
Pewee in St. Joseph, IN, Apr. 13 was also early 
(JTw). A lions share of the Regions 70 Yel- 
low-bellied Flycatchers consisted of a re- 
markable 25 seen at Jackson Park Chicago 
May23 (WS, DM etal.). An extremely early 
Alder Flycatcher appeared in Shimek S.E, 
IA, May 2 thereby establishing a new earliest 
arrival date. The Regions best Willow Fly- 
catcher tally was made May 23 when 15 were 
counted in the Indiana Dunes (LH). The 
only W. Kingbird e. of this species' normal 
range was one in Cerro Gordo, IA, May 17-18 
(•CN, JW). On May 18 a Scissor-tailed Fly- 
catcher returned to the St. Louis, MO, site 

where nesdng occurred last year (DA). 
The most notable swallow concentration 

consisted of 1500 Purple Martins, 2800 Tree 
Swallows, 900 N. Rough-winged Swallows, 
250 Bank Swallows, and 305 Barn Swallows 

observed in Macon, MO, Apr. 25 (PM, BMc). 
Cliff Swallows appear to be doing well. Ac- 
companying optimistic comments from 
across the Region was a report of 200 at Spfld. 
May 14 (DB). A Barn Swallow arrived at Otter 
Creek Marsh, IA, Mar. 5 (tMSt) establishing a 
new early arrival date for the state. 

CROWS TO SHRIKES 

Fish Crows returned to Union, IL, Mar. 7 
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(KMc). The Red-breasted Nuthatch migra- 
tion was virtually nonexistent; the only ob- 
servation exceeding one bird occurred in 
Madison, KY, where two were observed 

(DC). Brown Creepers were also scarce; the 
highest Regional count was 15 at Urbana, IL, 
Apr. 12 (RC). Bewick's Wrens were reported 
in all states except Ohio. The easternmost 
occurrence was at the Migrant Trap, IN, 
where an Apr. 11 sighting provided n.w. In- 
diana's tint record in 30 years (ASi, RHu). 
Two were also discovered at Lacey- 
Keosauqua S.P., IA, May 9-28 (tJF, tRH). 
Winter Wrens were reported sparingly from 
all states except Missouri; the highest count 
was nine at Urbana, IL, Apr. 15 (RC). A 
Marsh Wren at McGinnis Slough, IL, Mar. 
15 OHo et al.) was very early; the seasons 
highest count was eight at L. Cal., May 9 
(WM). A Golden-crowned Kinglet was re- 
ported to be on territory in Hinkley, OH 
(RH). Blue-gray Gnatcatcher reports were 
quite positive; the highest among numerous 
double-digit counts was 30 in the Danville- 
Urbana, IL, area Apr. 19 (RC, SB). A peak of 
28 migrating E. Bluebirds was recorded at 
the Indiana Dunes hawkwatch Mar. 6 (KB et 
al.). 

The Regions only Townsend's Solitaire, 
found at the Polk City Cemetery May 17 
provided the latest Iowa record (•PH). The 
general consensus regarding the thrush mi- 
gration was favorable, though some reserva- 
tions existed for the Gray-cheeked. An early 
Swainson's Thrush at Magee Marsh, OH, 
Apr. 20 (ES), was vanguard to a fine flight. A 
count of 65 Hermit Thrush in Chicago Apr. 
11 (JL) was the best among a number of fine 
tallies. Wood Thrush reports'were less opti- 
mistic but still generally positive. A 9 Varied 
Thrush in Spfld., Apr. 6 was believed to be 
the same bird seen at Adams Sanctuary in 
December (DB). Gray Catbirds were com- 
mon, N. Mockiugbirds appear to be expand- 
ing N, and the 65+ Brown Thrashers in 
Chicago Apr. 19 (RHu, JO, CPh) consdrutes 
the highest count ever recorded for the state. 
American Hpits were recorded in every state 
except Indiana; high counts included 1000 
in Highland, OH, Mar. 28 (fide NK), 340 in 
Pulaski, IL, Mar. 13 (TF), and 220+ at Head- 

lands Beach S.P. (LR). The elusive Sprague's 
Pipit was identified in Pulaski, IL, Apr. 18 
when a bird flushed from a fescue pasture was 
carefully studied (•TF and DRo). Cedar 
Waxwings were generally more common in 
eastern portions of the Region. Northern 
Shrikes were recorded in 4 states, the latest at 

Princeton Marsh, IA, Apr. 5 ('•DDo). Log- 
gerhead Shrikes appeared in every state; 
highlights included a northerly record at 
O'Brian Lock & Dam, Chicago Apr. 12 (SF, 
CA), and a nest containing seven eggs in 
Iowa, May 16 (HY). 

VIREOS, WARBLERS 

The vireo migration was slightly early, but 
otherwise typical. Somewhat out of place 
were Bell• Vireos at L. Cal. May 21-31 (JL, 
WM, m. ob.), and Buck Creek S.P., OH, 
May 30 (DOv). The highest Solitary Vireo 
counts included five at Spfld., May (DB) and 
four at Mary Gray Sanctuary, IN, May 2 
(AB). Philadelphia Vireos were more plenti- 
ful than Solitary Vireos; peak counts were 
eight at Urbana, IL, May 17 (RC) and five at 
Crane Creek, OH, May 17 (LR). 

Warbler migration began early and failed 
to reach a distinct peak; there were no major 
waves and few large concentrations, even in 
the Great Lakes traps. In many areas the 
flight extended well into June. Observer as- 
sessments of the flight ranged from very poor 
to better than average. Blue-winged Warblers 
at Shimek S.E, IA, Apr. 20 (RCe) and in 

Female Che•M•olla• Lo•r 
•u•, I•a, on 23 •dl 1•2. •p• 
B.J. Ro•. 

Pope, IL, Apr. 15 (TF), were earl)• Normal 
Golden-winged Warbler numbers appeared 
in all states; six in Champaign, IL, May 9 
(RC) was encouraging. Observers in Indiana 
and Kentucky deemed Tennessee Warblers 
scarce, but 150+ were found in Urbana, IL, 

May 12 (RC). Despite 13 Orange-crowned 
Warblers at LaBagh Woods, Cook, IL, (DBr, 
MH) the Region-wide flight was average. 
Seven Apr. 18 Nashville Warblers in Union, 
IL, (TF) were precursors of a fine flight that 
extended through mid-May, produring 
counrs of 53 at the Skokie Lagoons, IL, May 
9, and 29 in Spfld. May 4 (DB). Cape May 
Warblers were both early and late: Apr. 19 at 
Salamonie ILS.F (RR), June 3 at Dunes S.P., 
IN (LH). Accidental within the Region, an 
'•udubon's" Yellow-rumped Warbler at 
Wooster College, OH, Apr. 23-28 (•FD et 
al.) is noteworthy. A C3 Black-throated Gray 
Warbler discovered at Baldwin L., Cuyahoga 
Apr. 26 remained until May 3 (•RH, m.ob. 
ph.) providing one of few verified spring 
records for Ohio. Avery early Black-throated 
-Green Warbler was seen Mar. 29 in Ozark, IL 

(TF). It was deemed a good year for Black- 
burnian Warblers in Danville, KY (FL) and 
at Ryerson Conservation Area, IL, where 18 
were counted May 4 (DJ). An early Pine 

Warbler at Chicago• Jackson Park, Mar. 8 
(KCa) was forerunner to an above-average 
flight. Notable counts included 10 at Natu- 
ral Bridge S.P., KY, Apr. 10 (JBe, PB) and 4+ 
at the Chicago Botanical Gardens Apr. 29 
(RB, LB). A singing C3 Prairie Warbler was 
present May 7-28 in Shimek S.E, IA (tMJ, 
?JF, ?m. ob.), where this species is casual. A 
Palm Warbler, possibly of the yellow eastern 
form, was found among typical western birds 
in Sangamon, IL, May 1-2 (*DB). Bay- 
breasted Warblers were more common than 

normal. Despite the early arrival of four 
Blackpolls in Alexander, IL, Apr. 21 (TF, JD), 
this warbler was uncommon, espedally in 
Indiana. Record-early Cerulean Warblers ar- 
rived in Iowa, at Lacey-Keosauqua S.P., Apr. 
18 and at Shimek S.E Apr. 19 (RCe). Black- 
and-white Warblers drew few comments, but 
15 observed at Natural Bridge S.P., KY (JBe, 
PB) is a noteworthy number. Outstanding 
among numerous encouraging Am. Redstarr 
reports was a remarkable 255 seen along the 
Kaskaskia IL, IL, May 19 (TF, VK). Ob- 
servers tallied an equally impressive 31 Pro- 
thonotary Warblers at the same site Apr. 25. 
Ovenbirds and N. Waterthrush were more 

common than normal; 22 of the latter were 

recorded in Platt, IL, May 2 (RC). The 
Oporornis flight was typical; notable early 
records included a Kentucky Warbler at 
Richmond, IN, Apr. 19 (JMc) and Mourn- 
ing Warblers at 2 locations in Iowa, and one 
in Illinois May 2. Early Hooded Warblers ap- 
peared at at Hickory Hill PE, IA, Apr. 19 
(JF) and at Lamb's Grove, IA, (GBr) on the 
same date. Wilson's Warblers also arrived 

early as evidenced by one at Rockford, IL, 
Apr. 22 (JDo). 

TANAGERS TO FINCHES 

During the 3rd week of April, Summer Tan- 
agers surged N rendering this species more 
common than usual in n. Illinois, and n.w. 

Indiana. Scarlet Tanager reports were typical, 
with 14 in Urbana, IL, May 10 (RC et al.) 
and 8 near Palos, IL, May 14 (WS). The 
April tanager influx also brought two sum- 
mer plumaged c• Western Tanagers into n. 
Illinois. The first was well-desctibed as it fed 

on sunflower seeds in a Binsdale backyard 
Apr. 16 (*SR et al.). The 2nd tanager was 
seen along a creek in Starved Rock S.P., 
LaSalle Apr. 28 (tJH). A typical Indigo 
Bundng flight was introduced by early sin- 
gletons in Richmond, IN, Apr. 15 (WB), 
Union, IL, Apr. 16 (TF) and Lee, Iowa, Apr. 
20 (RCe). The maximum count consisted of 

160 in Gibson, IN, May 10 (GB). A Dickcis- 
sel, seen at an Evanston, IL, feeder Mar. 21 

(RD), was extremely early. Kenrucky's first 
Green-tailed Towbee visited a Central City 
feeding station May 6-9. It was discovered by 
9-year old Jenny Nease (•SN,AS, MS, m.ob. 
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ph.). Rufous-sided Towhees of the w. race 
were reported in Iowa, Illinois (2 locations), 
and Indiana. 

Easternmost of the Regions 25 reported 
Clay-colored Sparrows, was a singing bird at 
University Heights, OH (PY). The five Clay- 
coloreds seen in Chicago May 2 (JL), consti- 
tutes a very impressive total. A Vesper Spar- 
row at Oakwood Bottoms, IL, Mar. 8 (TF, 

JD), was unusually early. An extremely early 
Savannah Sparrow was in Spfld., Feb. 29 
(DB), and a daily total of 129 seen in Pulaski, 
IL, Apr. 18 (TF, DRo), is extraordinary. 
Counts of one to three Henslows Sparrows 
were reported from all states; eight found in 
Newton, extreme w. Missouri May 5 is note- 
worthy (LHe). Le Conte's Sparrows were 
well-represented in the spring flight with re- 
ports from lowa, Illinois, and Indiana; the 
peak count was nine in Spfld., Apr. 9 (DB). 
Sharp-tailed Sparrows were restricted to the 
lakefront traps in Chicago and Cleveland. 
The only large Fox Sparrow counts came 
from Illinois, where 100 were counted in Ur- 

bana Apr. 1 (RC) and 75+ were at Jackson 
Park on the Chicago lakefront Apr. 11 (WS). 
An excellent count of 100+ Swamp Sparrows 
was recorded along the Chicago lakefront 
Apr. 19 (JO, CPh). Sizable White-throated 
Sparrow accumulations were reported as fol- 
lows: 300+ in Chicago Apr. 29 (DMa), and 
100 in a single flock at Braidwood, IL, Apr. 
24 (JM). Missouri's first Golden-crowned 
Sparrow appeared at a feeder in Stover, Mor- 
gan Apr. 16-20 (•-RL, •'m.ob. ph.). White- 
crowned Sparrows peaked in Chicago May 3 
when 75 were counted at the Botanical Gar- 

dens (DJ). Harris' Sparrows e. of the Missis- 
sippi R. induded singletons at a Columbus, 
IN, feeder through Apr. 13 (DS, JS); Ar- 
gonne Lab., IL, Apr. 28-May 4 (AK); Chica- 
go Botanical Garden, May 2-4 (m. ob.); and 
Hanover Pk., IL, May 5-7 (RC et al.). The 
spring's largest Lapland Longspur flock con- 
sisted of 300 in Spfld., Mar. 14 (DB); a 
breeding plumed male remained in Pulaski, 
IL, until May 9 (•'BL). Significant Smiths 
Longspur accumulations were noted in]ohn- 
son, IA, where 100 birds were seen Apr. 28 
(TK), and near Spfld. where 35 were seen 
Apr. 14 (DB). A late-April snowfall in w. 
Iowa brought Chestnut-collared Longspurs 
into the roadways of Fremonv. up to 25 were 
seen in roadside flocks Apr. 22-23 (BP, j'BR, 
ph.). A roadkill specimen was sent to Iowa 
State University. 

The Bobolink flight appeared normal 
with tallies near 30 birds from all states e. of 

the Mississippi R. except Ohio, where 200+ 
were counted at Headlands Beach S.E May 
12 (LR). Western Meadowlark counts of one 
to two birds were made in every state; no- 
table was an early record Feb. 1 in Spfld. 

(DB). Yellow-headed Blackbirds occurred in 
all states except Indiana and Kentucky, but 
the only sizable counts came from the w. 
states. An early arrival appeared at L. Cal., 
Mar. 29 (WM), where numbers were consid- 
ered to be low. A d Yellow-headed wandered 

as far e. as Holmes, OH, May 5 (•'MW). 
Twenty-three Great-tailed Grackles from 14 
locations suggests they are expanding their 
Iowa range (TK). Within Iowa single males 
were recorded as far e. as Louisa (•'BO). Ex- 

pansion is also consistent with observations 
in Missouri where 250 Great-taileds were 
counted in Holt, Mar. 8 (LG). Brown-head- 
ed Cowbird counts at roosting sites include 
5000 at Spfld., Mar. 24 (DB) and 3500 at L. 
Cal., Mar. 8 (WM). The Orchard Oriole 
flight was typical with counts of seven at 
Braidwood, IL, May 9 (JM) and Ottawa, 
OH, May 17 (LR). The largest N. Oriole 

Adult Goldeu-crowned Sparow (above • with 
White-throated Sparrow) In Morgau County, 
Missouri, on April 18,1992. First state record. 
Photograph/David A. Easterla. 

count consisted of 30 at the Skokie Lagoons 
May 9 (EW). 

The recent pattern for winter finches con- 
tinued through the current season. Several 
correspondents suggested that Purple Finch 
counts were low, especially in Illinois and 
Kentucky. In contrast House Finch expan- 
sion continued unabated. Several observers 

suggested a correlation between these 2 ob- 
servations. House Finches are common 

nesters in Fayette, Howara• MO (CR), and 
the population was described as "exploding" 
near Kansas City (CHo). The Regions only 
crossbill reports consisted of a Red Crossbill 
seen near Rockford, IL, Mar. 3 (JDo) plus 
single White-wingeds at Illinois Beach S.P., 
Mar. 8 (RWa) and Montrose, IA, until Mar. 9 
OF). Small flocks of Com. Redpolls were 
recorded in 4 states; they pushed as far s. as 
Richmond, IN, where a small flock was stud- 

ied on the Earlham College campus, Apr. 1 
(EOC). A sprinkling of Pine Siskins ap- 
peared across the Region, with 22 in Spfld., 
Mar. 3 (DB) and 25 in Davenport, IA, May 7 
(PP). Siskins nested in Brecksville, Cuya- 
hoga, OH (fide LR). Single Evening Gros- 
beaks were reported in Iowa and n. Illinois. 

•ntributor• (Subregional editors in bold- 
face): More than 340 individuals contribut- 
ed to this report, consequently, many per- 
sons not individually acknowledged submit- 
ted notes for various state reports. C. Alberi- 
co, DickAnderson (Missouri), Eugene Arm- 
strong, Eloise Armstorng (EA1), S. Bagby 
(SBa), S. Bailey, J. Bait, T. Barksdale, H. 
Bartlett, J. Bell (JBe), P. Ball, C. Berry, D. 
Bierman (DBi), L. Binford, R. Biss, D. 
Bohlen, J. Bower (JBo), G. Bowman, G. 
Brand (GBr), D. Brenner (DBr), M. Brewer, 
K. Brock, Alan Brunet (Indiana), W. 
Buskirk, K. Cassel (KCa), R. Cecil (RCe), D. 
Chaffin, R. Chapel, K. Clay, R. Cummings, 
M. Deaton, R. DeCoster, J. DeNeal, D. 
Diaz, J. Donaldson (JDo), D. Dotrance 
(DDo), J. Durbin (JDu), Earlham College 
Ornithology class (EOS), D. Easteda, J. El- 
more, B. Erickson, P. Ernzen, C. Fields, T. 
Fink, B. Fisher, C. Fisher (CFh), S. Friscia, J. 
Fuller, L. Galloway, J. Garrett, M. Georgi, J. 
Greenberg (JGr), J. Hampson, R. Han- 
nikman (RHa), R. Harlan (RH), J. Haw 
(Haw), L. Herbert (LHe), P. Hertzel, J. 
Hilsabeck (JHi), L. Hinchman, C. Hobbs 
(CHo), C. Holt, M. Hogg, J. Hoover (JHo), 
R. Hughes (RHu), L. Jackson, M. Jackson, 
A. Johnson, B. Johnson, D. Johnson, P. 
Kasper, M. Keene, N. Keller, T. Kemp 
(TKe). Thomas Kent (Iowa), W. & N. 
Klamm, V. Kleen, A. Knox, D. Kramer, J. 
Landing, S. Laub, T. LePage, B. Lindsay, E 
Loetscher, R. Lorance, J. McDonald (JMc), 
M. McHugh (MMc), B. McKenzie (BMc), P. 
McKenzie (PMc), K. McMullen (KMc), D. 
Mandel (DMa), E Mansmith (FMa), W. 
Marcisz, C. Mathena, D. Mead, K. Metcalf 
(KMe), B. Miller, J. Milosevich, D. Minny 
(DMi), B. Monroe Jr. (BMo), E Moore, K. 
Moye, S. Nease, C. Nelson, J. Nowak, J. 
O'Brien, B. Ohde, D. Osborne, D. Overack- 
er (DOv), B. Padelford, R. Palmer, C. Peter- 
son, P. Peterson, C. Philip (CPh), E. Pierce, 
R. Pinkston (RPi), B. Proescholdt (BPr), M. 
Proescholdt, R. Rang, B. Reeves (BRe), S. 
Reininga, M. Robbins, D. Robinson (DRo), 
Larry Rosche (Ohio), D. Rose, B. Rose, C. 
Royall, N. Schanda, E. Schlabach, A. Sigler 
(ASi), W. Serafin, J. Sinclair (JSi), Anne 
Stamm (Kentucky), J. Stenger, M. Stegmann 
(MSt), M. Stinson, Stockbridge Audubon 
Society (SAS), W. Stover (WS0, D. Styer, R. 
Sipes, J. Tucker, J. Tweedell (JTw), R. Wade 
(RWa), Eric Walters (Illinois), M. Weaver, J. 
Walter, A. Wilson, J. Winebrenner, R. 
Wright, H. Yoder, E Yoerg, R. Zartman.-- 
KENNETH J. BROCK, Dept. of Geo- 
sciences, Indiana University Northwest, 
3400 Broadway, Gary, IN 46408. 
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CENTRAL SOUTHERN 
REGION 
David P. Muth 

Spring migration in the Region proceeded 
generally without serious hindrance from the 
weather. Despite a rainy winter, the spring 
was dry. Temperatures were about average, 
cooler than normal toward the coast, above 

average to the northwest. There were good 
fall-outs on the coast in mid-March, but 

nothing spectacular thereafter, as only dry 
fronts reached the coast in April and May. 
Ironically, some of the best fall-outs were well 
inland. Cold wet weather moved into north- 

west Arkansas in late May, with some delete- 
rious effects. Visitors to the American Bird- 

ing Association convention in Mobile were 
disappointed by the lack of action; that's a 
feeling those of us here on the Gulf Coast 
know only too well. You should have been 
here last .... 

Abbreviations: A.B.R.C. (Ala. Bird Records 

Committee); EH. (Fish Hatchery); 
J.L.N.H.P.P. (Jean Lafitte NatY Historical 
Park and Preserve); L.O.S.B.R.C. (La. Or- 
nithological Soc. {Louisiana} B.R. C.); 
L.S.U.M.N.S. (La. State Univ. Museum of 
Natural Science); M.O.S.B.R.C. (Miss. Or- 
nithological Soc. B.R. C.); p.a. (pending accep- 
tance); W.R. (Water•wl RqS); T.R.B.C. 
( 7•nn. Rare Bird Committee). 
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A Red-throated Loon, present since Dec. 28, 
1991, was last seen at L. Millwood, AR, Mar. 

15 (CMi). Two breeding plumaged migrants 
were in Dekalb, TN, Mar. 27 (BHS). The 
species is an unexpected visitor to the Region 
anywhere, at any time, except in the clear in- 
shore waters off Florida and Alabama, where 
it seems to be rare but regular. An excellent 
concentration of 201 Horned Grebes was 

counted at Beaver L., AR, Mar. 7 (MM1). 
Two Eared Grebes were far east at Ft. Walton 

Bch., FL, Mar. 12 (RAD). A Western Grebe, 
also present on L. Millwood, was last seen 
Mar. 29 (present since Oct. 13, 1991) 
(CMi); another Arkansas Aechmophorus sp., 
present since January, was seen Mar. 14 on 
Beaver L. (MM1). Exceedingly rare, and rarer 
still from shore, large shearwaters were re- 
ported from Pensacola, FL Apr. 4 (JP) and 
Gulf Shores, AL Apr. 26 (JH). A j uv. Brown 
Booby (in the company of N. Gannets be- 
hind a trawler) and two Masked Booby (ad, 
imm.) were reported well offshore of s.e. 
Louisiana Mar. 11 (GL, p.a.L.O.S.B.R.C.). 
Except for a brief flurry of sightings off 
Grand Isle in early March, N. Gannets were 
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generally scarce from shore off Louisiana. 
They are routinely seen from shore in the 
eastern Gulf of Mexico (from Mississippi 
Sound eastward). A very early Magnificent 
Frigatebird was at Grand Isle, LA, Mar. 3 
(JW). A Least Bittern, rare in the Ozarks, was 
in Benton, AR, May 30 (MM1). A Great 
Egret was north very early at Reelfoot L., 
TN, Feb. 22 (KC) (or did it overwinter local- 
ly?). A Snowy Egret was N very eady at Nox- 
ubee N.W..R., Mar. 28 (TS). Litde Blue 
Herons were early in Shelby Mar. 21 and 
Lake, TN, Mar. 27 (JRW). Tricolored 
Herons were out of place inland at L. Mill- 
wood, AR, Apr. 22 (1) and 26 (2) (CMi). 
After early arrivals nearer the coast in Febru- 
ary, Yellow-crowned Night-Herons were 
quite early in Iberville, LA, Mar. 4 & 6 
(CLC;JVR). Glossy Ibises were well north 
and west in Arkansas at Overflow N.W.R., 
Apr. 14-26 (up to 30) and in Chicot where 
one was seen Apr. 25 (DRS etal.). Eight were 
in the hiatus between the peninsular Florida 
colonies and the Mississippi R. delta popula- 
tion in Louisiana, Apr. 18-22 on Blakely I. in 
Mobile Bay, AL (GDJ, m.ob.). The species 
continues to be recorded to the west in 

coastal s.w. Louisiana (fide DLD,SWC). A 
White-faced Ibis was east of its delta 

stronghold in coastal Mississippi Apr. 19 
(TS). 

Black-bellied Whisding-Ducks are again 
at Lacassine N.W.R., LA, where they are pre- 
sumed breeding; 28 were counted May 9 
(DP). Two were up at L. Millwood, AR, May 
12 (CMi). The winters Trumpeter Swan at 
Sardis W..R., MS, was last seen May 19 (G & 
SK, VT, MD). Also at Sardis were locally un- 

usual Greater White-fronted Geese: Apr. 3, 
(10); 22 (1); 27 (1) (GK,VT). The only 
spring Ross's Goose reports came from Cen- 
terton Fish Hatchery, AR, Mar. 1-15 (J & 
JaD, MM1, m.ob.), where five were seen in 
the company of 550 Snow Geese. Tennessee's 
4th Cinnamon Teal was in Lake Mar. 20- 

Apr. 29 (WGC, m. ob.). The species is regu- 
lar (but still rare) in coastal s.w. Louisiana; as 
one moves E and N from that area it becomes 

more and more unexpected. Only six Surf 
Scoters were reported: three at Ft. Pickens, 
FL, Mar. 8 (RLB); a male seen at L. Mill- 
wood, AR (for a first lake record), Apr. 30 
(CMi); a male off Cameron, LA, May 2-3 
(m.ob.); and a late bird near Wheeler Dam, 
AL, May 12 (AM, AC). There was only one 
White-winged Scoter reported, a male off 
Cameron, LA, May 2-3 (PY, BMM, DPM, 
m.ob.). Seven Hooded Mergansers on L. 
Fayetteville, AR, suggested nesting for the 
first time in the Arkansas Ozarks. Nesting 
was also implied by three birds May 28 in 
Williamson, TN (SJS). A c• Com. Mer- 
ganser, rare at any time, was very late in Pen- 
sacola Bay, FL, May 9 (A & DF). A gathering 
of 700 Red-breasted Mergansers off Gulf Is- 
lands N.S., Mar. 26 must have been an im- 

pressive sight (RAD). 
Two Ospreys were seen building a nest in 

St. Mary, LA, Mar. 7 (MJM). Despite occa- 
sional suspicions of breeding, very few actual 
nests have been found of this species in the 
remote swamps of Louisiana. American 
Swallow-tailed Kites made a very strong mi- 
gratory showing in s. Louisiana this spring 
(m.ob.). Two birds were either very late mi- 
grants May 16 in St. Charles (PY), or were at- 
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tempting to breed away from the two known 
breeding localities in Louisiana (the Pead R. 
and Atchafalaya R. basins). An impressive 
344 Mississippi Kites were recorded dudng 
33.4 hours of Baton Rouge, LA, hawkwatch- 
es this spring (CF, JK). About 50 pairs of 
Bald Eagles nested in Louisiana this 
winter/spring. Good news from elsewhere in 
the Region includes a pair with two young in 
the nest at L. Millwood, AR (CMi); a pair 
that raised two young in Jackson, TN (fide 
SJS); and, for a first documented breeding in 
Mississippi away from the coast, a pair with 
two young at Sardis WR. (GK, VT, MD). 
An ad. Northern Goshawk seen in Laj•yette, 
MS, Mar. 29 (G & SK, p.a.M.O.S.B.R.C.), 
was the only report of this very rare species. 
Three reports were received of Swainsons 
Hawks: one light-phase ad., Mar. 24 in 
Iberville, LA (SWC); another at L. Mill- 
wood, AR, Apr. 18 (CMi); and, finally a 3rd 
light-phase adult well out of range Apr. 28 at 
Hatchie N.W.R., TN (VR, DM, p.a. 
T.R.B.C.). Yellow Rails are almost never de- 
tected in winter or spring, thus the report of a 
bird flushed near Baton Rouge, LA, Mar. 8 is 
noteworthy (AF, p.a.L.O.S.B.R.C.). 

SHOREBIRDS TO WOODPECKERS 

Black-bellied Plovers were recorded widely 
well inland from regular coastal areas (where 
they are abundant): in Arkansas (7 records, 
140 individuals), with one each inland in 
Mississippi and Alabama. A Snowy Plover 
unexpectedly showed up inland and provid- 
ed a 3rd Tennessee record in Lake Mar. 27 

(WGC, ph.). Two Wilson's Plovers were very 
early on the front beach in Laj•urche, LA, 
Mar. 1 (RDP, NN). No notable concentra- 
tions of Piping Plovers were reported from 
Louisiana, where the species winters in good 
numbers, and where a small migration is evi- 
dent into middle to late April every year. A 
report of eight birds at Gulf Shores, AL, Apr. 
30 was notable both for the number and the 
somewhat late date (AM). A bird in Chicot, 
AR, Apr. 12-17 was an excellent find inland 
(DRS). A Killdeer nest with 4 eggs found 
Mar. 13 at Sardis L., MS, would have been 

early even on the coast (GG). For some mys- 
terious reason, the Am. Oystercatcher is ab- 
sent from a 250-mi stretch of northern Gulf 

coastline between Galveston Bay in Texas 
and Breton Sound e. of the Mississippi R., in 
extreme s.e. Louisiana. In recent years there 
seems to have been a slight range expansion 
westward from the Breton Sound population 
to bays and barrier islands w. of the river. 
Nevertheless, despite extensive coverage of 
the Cameron beaches in s.w. Louisiana and 
the Grand Isle/Fourchon beaches in s.e. 

Louisiana (the only coastal areas accessible 
by automobile in the state), the species is vir- 
tually never recorded. This spring saw a flur- 

ry of sightings in Cameron Apr. 12-May 3 
(DP, m.ob.), involving at least two individu- 
als, and a single bird seen at Grand Isle May 
30 OK, DR). There were a flurry of interior 
reports of Black-necked Stilts: two near 
Baton Rouge, LA, May 31 (JVR, CLC); and 
in ChicotApr. 12 (5) (DRS); LonokeMay 16 
(4) (LA); and Arkansas, AR, May 27 (2) 
(NH). An Am. Avocet was lost in Lake, TN, 
Mar. 29-May 9 (WGC). Twelve migrants 
were detected in Boone, AR, Apr. 24 (JB, 
JAP,). 

High numbers of migrant Lesser Yel- 
lowlegs were counted at Ensley Bottoms, 
TN, Apr. 22 (741) (JRW) and 25 (1100+) 
(JRW, WGC). Also on Apr. 25 they recorded 
an impressive 345 Solitary Sandpipers. On 
Apr. 4, 152 were counted near a dump in St. 
Charles/Jef•rson LA (PY), an amazing con- 
centration for coastal Louisiana of this usual- 

ly aptly named species. Nineteen migrant 
Willets were detected at 6 interior locations 

Apr. 20-May 2 in Arkansas, Tennessee, and 
Alabama. A Whimbrel was early on the Al- 
abama coast at Dauphin I., Mar. 21 (GDJ, 
DGJ). Another represented a 4th w. Ten- 
nessee record in Lake, May 13-19 (WGC). A 
Hudsonian Godwit provided Mississippi's 

Snowy Plover in Dyer County, Tennessee, on 
March 27,1992. Third state record. 
Photograph/Jeff R. Wilson. 

4th record near the coast in Jackson Apr. 22- 
23 0St, m.ob.). The species is a regular mi- 
grant in the Region only in the rice fields and 
marshes of s.c. and s.w. Louisiana. Ensley 
Bottoms, TN, saw on Apr. 25, in addition to 
numbers enumerated above, 1700 Pectoral 

Sandpipers (JRW, WGC). The species was 
somewhat early in Oktibbeha, MS, Mar. 2 
(50), and quite late May 26 (8) (TS). Missis- 
sippi's Purple Sandpiper, presumed to be in 
its 5th winter, was last seen in Gulfport May 
10 (fide JAT). A flock of 400 W. Sandpipers, 
1000 Least Sandpipers, 10 Dunfin, 100 

White-rumped Sandpipers, in Lonoke, AR, 
May 24, held down by a north wind, was an 
impressive inland concentration of peeps 
(MD). A "Reeve" at Ensley Bottoms, Shelby, 
TN, May 14 0RW, ph.), was the 6th record 
at this productive w. Tennessee location. 
Most inland areas of the Region record few 
spring dowitchers. Specific records this year 
were: Short-billed Dowitcher in Oktibbeha, 

MS, May 9 (2) (TS); one in Laj•yette and two 
at Sardis Dam May 13 (GK, MD); two at 
Centerton EH., AR, May 17 and one Long- 
billed Dowitcher there May 11 (MMI); and 
four Long-billed at Musde Shoals, AL, May 
3 (GDJ). Contrast these numbers with the 
3400 counted in scattered rice field flocks in 

Acadiaand !•rmilion, LA, Apr. 25 OK). Four 
Am. Woodcocks were seen and heard dis- 

playing in Arkansas, AR, Feb. 28-Mar. 2 (P & 
KYa). The species was confirmed breeding in 
n.w. Florida at E. Bay when a fledgling was 
found (fide TM). A basic-plumaged Wilson's 
Phalarope in l•rmilion, LA, Mar. 20 had ei- 
ther wintered locally or was a very early mi- 
grant (GOB, CAB). An ad. d' Red-necked 
Phalarope, representing the 3rd spring 
record for coastal Mississippi, was in Jackson 
Apr. 16 (JAT etal.). 

For a long time, it was thought that the 
common jaeger in the northern Gulf was 
Parasitic. If recent records are taken as evi- 

dence, though, it may be that Pomafine 
Jaeger, and not Parasitic, is the expected 
species in the northern Gulf. Again, this 
spring, all identified jaegers were Poma fine. 
One was seen from Dauphin I., AL, Apr. 17 
(PL, SF). Two light-morph adults were off 
Rutherford Bch. in Cameron, LA, Apr. 26 
(DLD, SWC), and up to five probable Po- 
matines were seen from shore harassing 
Laughing Gull douds behind shrimp 
trawlers off Johnson Bayou there May 3 
(m.ob.). Interior sightings of Laughing Gull 
were one adult at L. Millwood, AR, Apr. 19 
(CMi) and an adult in Desoto, MS, May 16 
(G & SK). Franklins Gulls are relatively 
common spring migrants in s.w. Louisiana, 
but they were virtually absent this spring. 
Only two individuals were found despite 
150+ observers in Cameron May 2-3 during 
the LO.S. meeting. It would be interesting 
to know what changes in the weather pat- 
terns affect the northward flight of Franklin's 
Gulls so profoundly. Up in Arkansas, at L. 
Millwood, a decent flight was detected, with 
25 individuals spread over 5 dates from Apr. 
16-May 1 (CMi). A single adult was out of 
place at Enid L., MS, Apr. 14 (G & SK). 
Others were even further afield at Wheeler 

Dam May 7 and W'dson Dam, AL, May 12- 
17 (AM et al.). Alabama's 3rd record (first 
coastal) of Little Gull was at Ft. Morgan Apr. 
11-26 OH, JB, m.ob.,ph.). While this 
species has characteristically appeared at in- 
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Litlie Gull at Fort Morgan, Alabama, April 29, 
1992. 'l•ird s•ate record (and first for the 
Nabarea coast). Photograph/Ann Miller. 

land lakes in winter, a surprising percentage 
of the few records involve spring sightings on 
the coast. A worn first-basic Lesser Black- 

backed Gull was seen in Cameron, LA, May 1 
(SWC, DLD), for only the 5th state record 
of birds in this plumage. There are as yet few 
spring records of this species in general. 
Biloxi, Mississippi's adult, returned for its 
9th winter, departed Mar. 21 (JAT). The 
only Glaucous Gull report was of a first-win- 
ter holdover in Biloxi, MS, Feb. 24-Apr. 21 
(JAT; ph.). An imm. Black-legged Kitri- 
wake, Alabamœs 6th record, was seen from 
the ferry at the mouth of Mobile BayApr. 17 
(PL, SF, CAM et al.). An ad. Black-legged 
Kittiwake, a plumage recorded only once be- 
fore in Louisiana, flew past observers in 
Cameron, LA, May 1 (SWC, DLD et al.). 
The rarest gull of the season was a Sabine's 
Gull in first-alternate plumage, which rested 
briefly on the mud-flats at E. Jetty, in 
Cameron, LA, the evening of May 2 (CS, 
PW, CK, CAM |ph.}, JVR). This is the 3rd 
record for Louisiana. 

Six Caspian Terns were early migrants on 
Norfolk L., AR, Mar. 15 (DRM). Twelve 
Com. Terns at Centerton EH., AR, May 23 
were a good inland concentration (MM1). 
Inland Least Terns were two in Lonoke, AR, 
May 24 (MD) and one in Oktibbeha, MS, 
May 29 (MC,TS). A breeding colony on the 
Mississippi R. in Desoto, MS, contained up 
to 20 individuals May 16-23 (G & SIO. Two 
Sooty Terns were seen from shore in 
La•lburche, LA, May 30 (JK, DR). Though a 
small colony (fewer than 30 pairs) of Sooty 
Terns breeds in the Chandeleur Islands off 

Louisiana, and though it is probably regular 
during the warmer months in pelagic waters 
off the state's coast (20-100 mi out), there is 
only one previous non-storm-related sight- 
ing from land. 

Eurasian Collared-Doves continue to pro- 
liferate along the coast from Florida to 
Louisiana. Oh well. Again this spring, 
White-winged Doves were noted singing 

and behaving territorially in the town of 
Cameron, LA, though, as yet, no nest has 
been reported. Stray individuals were at 
Grand Isle, LA, Apr. 25 (DPM, PY, NN, 
RDP), and at Ft. Morgan, AL, Apr. 26 (JB, 
JH). A wintering bird continued visiting a 
feeder in Buras, LA, untilApr. 13 (PVC); the 
species winters regularly (and has bred) in 
that vicinity near the mouth of the Mississip- 
pi R. Like White-winged, Inca Doves have 
invaded Cameron, LA, in recent years, and 
this year a nest was found in town May 2 
(DM, BMM, PY). This is one of a handful of 
known nesting locations in w. Louisiana of a 
species that was still considered actdental 10 
years ago. A Short-eared Owl put in a bizarre 
appearance at Ft. Morgan, AL, Apr. 21, 
crouching under the oleanders (PL, m.ob.), 
an unprecedented coastal spring occurrence 
(did it come in off the Gulf?.). Perhaps 
stranger still was a very late bird on an islet in 
Barataria Bay, LA, raiding a Forster's Tern 
colony May 13 (BV, RM). The winters Cal- 
liope Hummingbird in Baton Rouge, LA, 
remained Dec. 18-Mar 15 (MID). A Yellow- 
bellied Sapsucker was exceptionally late May 
26 in Harrison, MS (RK). 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH VIREOS 

Olive-sided Flycatchers, rare spring migrants 
throughout the Region, were recorded in 
every state Apr. 26-May 25. An E. Wood- 
Pewee at Gulf Islands N.S., MS, Mar. 23 was 
quite early (JAT) and one in New Orleans 
(south of their breeding habitat) May 29 was 
quite late (DPM). Reports of singing Empi- 
donax of all eastern migrants were too nu- 
merous to enumerate; either the birds are 

being more cooperative or observers are 
searching more assiduously. An Acadian Fly- 
catcher in Cameron, LA, Mar. 26 (CAM) was 
quite early as was a Least Flycatcher at Ensley 
Bottoms, TN, Mar. 28 (JRW). An E. Phoebe 
was quite late in New Orleans Apr. 3 (NN). 
An Ash-throated Flycatcher, much rarer in 
spring than in fall, was in Cameron, LA, Apr. 
27 (DLD, SWC). A W. Kingbird in Lime- 
stone, AL, May 12-13 was far afield (JM, 
DJS). Alabama's 2nd Fork-tailed Flycatcher 
put in a tantalizing appearance at Dauphin 
I., Apr. 20 (RAD, BB, p.a.A.B.ILC.). There 
are few other Regional records. Purple Mar- 
tNs suffered widespread mortality during 
unseasonably cold and wet weather in n.w. 
Arkansas during late May-early June. Also af- 
fected were Chimney Swifts and E. Phoebes 
(DJ). A Cliff Swallow near Baton Rouge, LA, 
Mar. 12-13 was not only the earliest record 
for the state, but was identified as the south- 

western sub-species miniam 0VR, SH), 
leading to speculation that both the unprece- 
dented date and taxon are related phenome- 
na. A Cave Swallow was seen at Ft. Morgan, 
AL, Apr. 12, for Alabamœs 9th record (BS, 

JRW, JH, JB, SMc, p.a.A.B.R.C.); another, 
or the same, was there Apr. 19 (RAD, p.a.). 
Early northbound Barn Swallows were at 
Centerton EH., AR, Mar. 4 (DAJ), in Ok- 
tibbeha, MS, Mar. 10 (TS), and in Waterloo, 
AL, Mar. 15 (GDJ). 

A Re&breasted Nuthatch was late enough 
in Perry, AR, Apr. 30 (LA), but another in Bi- 
enville, LA, May 9 was extremely late (LH, 
LR), this after a non-invasion winter. A 
singing Winter Wren at Ft. Pickens, FL, Apr. 
19 was absurdly late (RWB, JWB). A Sedge 
Wren was conspicuously late in Starkville, 
MS, May 13 (TS). Alabamœs first Varied 
Thrush lingered in Birmingham Feb. 20- 
Apr. 7 (fide GDJ). Another Varied Thrush 
was seen at Grand Isle, LA, Mar. 5 (NN, 
DPM, p.a. L.O.S.B.R.C.), for a 3rd 
Louisiana record. This was either an inexpli- 
cable migrant, or a winterer that escaped de- 
tection. A flock of fifteen Am. Pipits in Shel- 
by, AL, May 2 was very late (A & AM). A 
Sprague's Pipit was a rare find so far east in 
Laj•yette, MS, Mar. 10 (GK). 

Solitary Vireos were confirmed nesting in 
Putnam, TN, May 9-14 for an unusual 
record at a lower elevation than in their nor- 

mal Appalachian range (SJS, BHS). A Yel- 
low-throated Vireo at Noxubee N.W.R., 
MS, Mar. 14 was quite early (MC). There 
were three Warbling Vireo records e. of their 
normal migratory route (western circum- 
gulf): Apr. 12 in Birmingham, AL (BCG); 
Apr. 19 at Ft. Pickens, FL (RWB, JWB); Apr. 
22 at Ft. Morgan, AL (KK etal.); and May 9 
in Starkville, MS (M & MaF) (breeding?). 
Also unusual was a Philadelphia Vireo there 
the same day (M & MaF). Good counts of 
Philadelphia Vireos were reported from 
Grant, AR, May 5 (6); 6 (10), and15 (8) (H 
& MP). A Yellow-green Vireo in Cameron, 
LA, May 2-3 (DPM, BMM, PY, m.ob., 
*L.S.U.M.N.S.) was the 2nd found in the 

state, and the first confirmed. Unlike many 
species from (presumably) n.e. Mexico 
which have wandered to the state in the fall, 
both records are in the late spring. There 
were a number of extralimital Black- 

whiskered Vireos seen from Dauphin I., AL, 
to Grand Isle, LA. 

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES 

A Nashville Warbler was east of its normal 

spring route (western circum-gulf) in the 
Barataria Unit J.L.N.H.EP. Apr. 9, (DPM). 
Hundreds of N. Parula and Yellow-throated 

Warblers were noted in a rare early fall-out at 
Ft. Pickens, Gulf Islands, N.S., FL, Mar. 12 
(WF, GF). Cape May Warblers were west in 
Arkansas: one in Fayetteville May 8 (MM1); 
two at Devil's Den S.E May 9 (KMc), and 
one at L. Chicot S.E May 13 (DRS). Inland 
Black-throated Blue Warblers were in Oua- 

chita N.E, AR, Apr. 20 (LA), Desoto, MS, 
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May 11 (TS), and Putnam, TN, May 14 
(SJS, BHS, DH). Avery rare Black-throated 
Gray Warbler was Mississippi's 5th in Jack- 
son Mar. 23 OAT); there are few spring 
records, and one wonders if this bird win- 
tered. An Am. Redstart in St. Charles, LA, 

Mar. 2-9 probably wintered (RJS, MW). 
Mourning Warblers are circum-Gulf mi- 
grants, coming up through Texas and not 
crossing the Gulf. Most spring records are 
confined to the western edge of the Region. 
There were several records away from 
Arkansas and w. Louisiana: one extremely 
early in Gulf Breeze, FL, Mar. 26 0WB); one 
May 2 in Shelby, AL (HF); one at Wheeler 
N.W.R. and another in Jeerson, AL, May 3 
(GDJ; RRR); and one in DeSoto, MS, May 
10 (TS). A Connecticut Warbler, an eastern 
migrant straying west, was reported from 
Shelby, TN, May 4 (DDP). A Wilson,s War- 
bler inland in Greenville, MS, Mar. 5 was ei- 

ther a migrant or a very rare inland winterer 
(EA). 

Summer Tanagers arrived inland early: 
way up in the Ozarks in Benton, AR, Apr. 11 
(MMI), in Prairie, AR, Apr. 14 (TS); and 
three scattered around Choctaw, MS, Apr. 12 
(TS). Normal arrival date on the coast is 
around Apr. 1, A Scarlet Tanager in Putnam, 
TN, Apr. 8 was exceptionally early (WHG). 
There were only two W. Tanagers reported, 
bothwell to the east: Apr. 10 at the Barataria 
Unit J.L.N.H.P.P., LA (DPM), and May 6 at 
Ft. Pickens, Gulf Islands N.S., FL (WF). 
Three Rose-breasted Grosbeaks in New Or- 

leans May 27 represented a very late migrato- 
ry wave (NN; DPM). Early Indigo Buntings 
reached Putnam, TN, Apr. 11 (WHG), 
ster, MS, Apr. 13 (TS), and Fayetteville, AR, 
Apr. 15 (MMI). A Rufous-sided "Spotted" 
Towhee was a late and much displaced mi- 
grant in Cameron, LA, Apr. 27 (CLC). 

In Arkansas, unexpected Clay-colored 
Sparrows were found at L. Millwood Apr. 29 
(CMi), L. Fayetteville May 2 (HP), and three 
at L. Elmdale May 3-6 (MM1). Grasshopper 
Sparrow is a scarce winterer along the coast. 
There are few coastal records after mid-win- 

ter. Thus the appearance of two birds in mid- 
April on barrier islands is perplexing. One 
was at Grand Isle, LA, Apr. 19 (BMM, 
DPM) and another was at Gulf Shores, AL, 
Apr. 22 (GDJ). As with Grasshopper, we 
know little about the northward migration 
of Henslow's Sparrow from its wintering 
grounds in the Region. An individual in 
Bradley, AR, was a presumed northbound 
migrant Apr. 11 (WMS). Henslow's Spar- 
rows were late in coastal Mississippi Apr. 18 
at La Rue (CC et al.) and in Jackson Apr. 30 
(GM, CC et al.). The same uncertainty is 
true for Le Conte's Sparrow, for the same rea- 
sons: low density winterers that are difficult 
to flush and see well enough for identifica- 

uon. In my experience, few of us have the •n- 
clination to search for them when migrants 
are a greater temptation. ALe Conte's Spar- 
row was presumably northbound at Nox- 
ubee N.W.R., Apr. 15 (TS). One was still on 
the coast Apr. 27 in Cameron, LA (SWC, 
DLD). To finish off the genus, late Sharp- 
tailed Sparrows were seen in Cameron May 3 
(DPM) and at Grand Isle May 9 (CS). As if 
to confound the pattern of early neo-tropical 
migration, our wintering sparrows estab- 
lished numerous late records. In addition to 

the grass sparrows, these included Song, Lin- 
colds, Swamp, White-throated, and White- 
crowned sparrows. (Lincoln's is a slightly dif- 
ferent case, since in addition to the wintering 
population confined largely to s.w. 
Louisiana, there seems to be a small, presum- 
ably trans-Gulf, flight in April-May.) Among 
the strangest reports of the season is the de- 
tailed description of a Snow Buntingin Clay, 
]Orson, AL, Mar. 20 (B & MS, p.a. 
A.B.R.C.)! 

Bobolinks were widely reported in good 
numbers, but the estimate of 10,000+ at the 

M & K Ranch in n.w. Florida (TM) May 5, if 
accurate, staggers the imagination! There 
were few reports of Yellow-headed Black- 
birds. One male was in Miller, AR, Apr. 2 
(CMi); one female was in LaJ$urche, LA, Apr. 
11 OS); and in Shelby, TN, a female appeared 
Apr. 12 and a male Apr. 23 (DH, MWa). Up 
to eight c3' Shiny Cowbirds were at Ft. Mor- 
gan, AL, Apr. 11-26 OH, JB, m.ob), and two 
males were across the bay at Dauphin I., Apr. 
17-26 (m.ob.)--good news, one supposes, 
for all the listers at the American Birding As- 
sociation convention in Mobile, but bad 
news for America's birds. Two males were at 

Grand Isle, LA, the same week (NLN). From 
the southwest the onslaught of Bronzed 
Cowbirds continues. Long established 
around New Orleans, this spring, birds were 
seen to the east in Hancock, MS, Apr. 13 
(CC) and Apr. 27 (JAT). Bronzed Cowbirds 
were also reported from Dauphin I., Apr. 22 
and Ft. Morgan, AL, Apr. 23 (NLN; FB, 
HHK, BCG, p.a.A.B.R.C.). Astonishing is 
the only way to describe the report of two 
and two • Pine Grosbeaks tamely feeding 
on elm buds in Tennessee N.W.R., TN, Mar. 

28, as a group of 9 novice birders looked on 
(LJM etal., p.a.T.B.R.C.). 

•,o•g•lummThe Yellow-throated Vireo 
reported for Putnam, TN, Mar. 23, 1991, 
should have been a Yellow-throated Warbler 

(fide SJS). 
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PRAIRIE PROVINCES 
REGION 
Rudolf E Koes and 
Peter laylor 

Mild and extremely dry weather prevailed in 
southern Alberta, but conditions were gener- 
ally cooler, moister and more changeable far- 
ther north and east. In south Alberta, most 

waterfowl arrived 10 to 20 days ahead of nor- 
mal; otherwise, the overall timing of migra- 
tion was close to average there, but with 
many early individuals of various species. In 
southeast Manitoba, migration was one to 
two weeks behind schedule overall, with the 

greatest delays occurring in April and early 
May. Changeable weather with some pro- 
longed cool spells resulted in several pro- 
nounced migration waves in eastern Manito- 
ba, and a late snowstorm in Alberta ground- 
ed many migrants, May 15-16. An excellent 
variety of rarities was reported throughout 
the Region. 

• L.M.L. (Last Mountain Lake, 
S/0; OHM (Oak Hammock Marsh Wildlift 
Management Area, MB). 

LOONS THROUGH WATERFOWL 

A Pacific Loon was at Lac La Biche, AB, May 
30 (GL). About 500 Red-necked Grebes 
touched down Apr. 28 at Natalie L., MB (PT), 
and 600 Rated Grebes were at OHM May 17 
(RKo). Few southern herons were reported. 
Single Cattle Egrets were e. of Swift Current, 
SK, Apr. 25 (PJ) and at OHM from May 26 
(NB, m.d.). One Green-backed Heron was 
found in each province: near 
Beausejour, MB, May 24 (CG); at 
Regina, SK, May 18 (PI etal.); and 
for the 4th consecutive year at Cal- 
gary, AB, beginning May 30 (RW, 
m.d.). Record numers of White- 
faced Ibises entered s. Alberta; high --" 
counts were 17 near Pakowki L., 
Apr. 30 (RD etal.) and21 at Kin- 
nivie marsh near Brooks May 23 
(MV et al.). 

Two "Bewick's" Swans were re- 

ported in s. Alberta: one, 22 mie. 
ofCalgaryApr. 11 (JRi), and one at 
One Four, 115 mi e.s.e. of Leth- 

bridge Apr. 18 (PS). Nineteen 
neck-banded Trumpeter Swans 
were seen around Calgary in April 
(fide RD); 49 Trumpeters and 23 
Tundra swans were reported at one 
small pond in that area Apr. 2 
(LH). An early Ross' Goose accom- 
panied Canadas near Regina Mar. 
22 (RKr, RM), and 1000 were near 

the town of Turde Lake, SK ,May 18 (Me); 
Manitoba's 3rd blue-morph Ross' Goose rest- 
ed at OHM May 23 (RKo, DF, GG, RTk). 

Encouraging numbers of N. Pintails were 
reported: 4000 near Sterling, AB, Apr. 2 (B & 
SA); 1100 near Stonewall, MB, Apr. 29 
(KGa); many thousands migrated NW near 
Regina Mar. 22-24 (RKr, RM, FS). Alberta's 
3rd Garganey in as many sl•rings was at 
Winagami L. May 15 OS, MSt). Cinnamon 
Teal were widespread in s. Alberta and s. 
Saskatchewan (m.d.) with individuals n. to L. 
Kimiwan, AB, May 19 OS, MSt) and e. to 
Coulter, MB, Apr. 30-May 13 (KDS, CP). 
Migrant Eur. Wigeon continue to increase in 
Alberta; at least 20 males were found in the 

Calgary area alone (fide RD); still rare farther 
east, an ad. male and a possible yearling male 
were seen at Highfield Dam, SK, Apr. 26 
(MP). 

Extraordinary were d' Tufted Ducks near 
Calgary May 2-6 (JRi, IF, m.ob.) and at Luck 
L., SK (BG, MG); the former was Alberta's 
first, and there is one previous, unpublished 
Saskatchewan report (fide RKr). Fifteen hun- 
dred Greater Scaup dominated an excellent as- 
sortment of waterfowl at Natalie L., Apr. 28 
(PT). Rare in Saskatchewan in spring were 
two Black Scoters n. of Southey May 9 (RL) 
ani] two Barrow's Goldeneyes at Cypress L. 
May 10 (SS). Two unusual merganser concen- 
trations were noted: 70+ Hooded at L.M.L. 

May 27 (RKr, KF) and 950 Red-breasted at 
Traverse Bay, MB, May 3 (DF). 

VULTURES THROUGH TERNS 

A Black Vulture soared along the Qu'AppeIIe 
Valley near Fort Qu'Appelle, SK, May 25 
(RH), providing the province's first convinc- 
ing record. An early Sharp-shinned Hawk ha- 

rassed feeder birds at Stonewall Mar. 14 (KG). 
Lone Red-shouldered Hawks graced Manito- 
ba hawkwatches on Apr. 17 at both Windy- 
gates (BSh etal.) and St. Adolphe (GH etal.). 
Golden Eagles followed a narrow route across 
the Kananaskis Valley near Mt. Lorette, AB, 
heading NW in late March; peak counts were 
103 Mar. 20 and 247 Mar. 22 (PS). On the lat- 
ter date, 150 Golden Eagles were also counted 
at Windy Point in the Sheep River Valley, AB 
(WS). 

Willow Ptarmigan reports at Carrot, SK, 
Mar. 8 (GF, fideDHo), Sherwood Park, AB, in 
late March (KGr) and Beaverhill L., AB, Apr. 4 
(CK) hinted at a S movement last winter. 
Black-necked Stilts occurred at 8 or more Al- 

berta locations n. to St. Paul (m.ob.), with a 
high count of 18 near Suffield May 31 (BVfide 
DB). Shorebirds grounded in s. Alberta May 
16 included 600 Bhck-bellied Plovers, 20 

Whimbrel and 20 Red Knots near the village 
of Rolling Hills (BCI, ET), and 23 Red Knots 
at Scandia bridge (J & MM). The same day, 
thousands of Pectoral Sandpipers were at 
Beaverhill L. (fide RD). Flocks of up to 45 
Whimbrels were found near Taber, AB, from 
Apr. 30 to mid-May (LB). Long-billed 
Curlews were reported in good numers in s. 
Alberta (DB, MO), and one strayed east to 
OHM May 29 (MSi). Extraordinary was a 
probable Spoonbill Sandpiper in basic 
plumage (PS et al.) at the same slough 25 mi 
n.e. of Calgary where two were reported in 
1984! Black-and-chestnut c3 Ruffs visited 

Steinbach, MB sewage lagoons May 9-14 
(VR, JRe etal.) and St. Paul, AB, May 22-28 
(RK1, RTh). 

A few Glaucous and Thayer's gulls were re- 
ported, as usual, across the Region. More no- 
table were a Glaucous-winged Gull at Calgary 
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Mar. 21 (JS) and an ad. Black-legged Kitti- 
wake at Astotin L., Elk Island N.P., AB, May 
16 (TT et al.). An Arctic Tern was compared 
with other terns near Fort Qu'Appelle May 20 
(RH). 

OWLS THROUGH WAXWINGS 

Evidence of Western Screech-Owls was re- 

ported from Battle Creek Rd. in extreme s.w. 
Saskatchewan: three birds heard calling Apr. 
25 (CB, MB) and two May 8 (BO). Invading 
N. Hawk Owls withdrew from s.e. Manitoba 

in late March. Nests of Barred, Great Gray and 
Boreal owls were all found in Elk Island N.P. 

for the first time (BCr). Northern Saw-whet 
Owls were hard to find in s. Manitoba and the 

Calgary area, but normal good numbers were 
found in Saskatchewan. 

At dusk on May 26, 160 Com. Nighthawks 
took over the bug patrol from a similar num- 
ber of Black Terns at Pinawa sewage lagoons 
(PT). Manitobœs first Lewis' Woodpeckers 
since 1976 visited Swan R. from mid-May to 
early June (HH) and Winnipeg June 1-2 (BSt, 
RP eta/.); also noteworthy was one at Elkwa- 
ter, AB, May 18 (PHo). Three Saskatchewan 
reports of Red-headed Woodpeckers May 22- 
28 (NP, BC, WN) attest to the species' toehold 
in that province. A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
was early at Reston, MB, Mar. 22 (DB, IB). 

Eastern Kingirds flocked at Manitoban 
sewage lagoons in chilly weather May 24--45 
at Pinawa (PT) and an amazing 134 at St. 
Adolphe (GH); near Stonewall, at least 40 W. 
Kingbirds and 20 E. Kingbirds congregated in 
a field June 5 (KG). A Clark's Nutcracker visit- 
ed Spring Valley, SK, Apr. 23-27 (FB). Red- 
breasted Nuthatches were exceedingly scarce 
in s.e. Manitoba. A cat killed a vagrant Rock 
Wren in W'mnipeg May 11 (Mr. & Mrs. R.G. 
Hardy fide DHa). Calga•'s 2nd-ever Sedge 
Wren was found May 28 (JP). 

Five Townsends Solitaires were found 

across s. Saskatchewan Apr. 14 - May 14 (DW, 
FB, JT, NP). Lone Varied Thrushes were at 
Reston Apr. 27-28 (C & LH fide DBr) and 
Regina Apr. 30 (PHj). At least six N. 
Mockingirds were reported in Manitoba 
(m.o.); nesting was attempted near Pierson 
(KDS), and one bird was at Spring Valley, SK, 
May 26 (FB). A Bohemian Waxwing was late 
at Bindloss, AB, Apr. 27 (MO). 

VIREOS THROUGH FINCHES 

Saskatchewan's first confirmed White-eyed 
Vireo was photographed and its song recorded 
near Balgonie May 8 & 30 (RL, RKr, RR). A 
N. Parula sang at Weyum, SK, May 19 (NP, 
LeB, DG). Several Chesmut-sided Warblers 
were found at Cold Lake, AB, in late May 
(TT). Rare at Winnipeg were a Black-throated 
Blue Warbler May 21-24 (RTk, MH et al.) 
and an "Audubon's Warbler" May 23 (GH). 
Over 100 Palm Warblers were in view at once 

White-eyed Vireo near Balgonie, Saskatchewan, 
on May 30,1992. First co.fin.ed provincial 
record. I•otograph/Robert J. Long. 

on Pinawa golf course, and thousands were es- 
timated in the area May 17 (RZ), whereas one 
was a rarity in Calgary May 8 (BW). One hun- 
dred Blackpoll Warblers were banded at 
Beaverhill L., AB, May 20-June 1 (RF), and 
more than usual were noted at Bindloss, AB 
(MO). Also unusual at Bindloss was a Mourn- 
ing Warbler May 23 (MO). Saskatchewan's 
3rd reported Hooded Warbler sang at 
Weyurn, May 23 (NP). A fallout of hundreds 
of Wilson's Warblers, among 18 warbler 
species seen around Pinawa May 15-17 was 
exceptional (RZ). 

Two Summer Tanagers were reported in 
s.w. Manitoba: an ad. male near Reston May 
15 (AW fide DB), and a first-year male at 
Souris May 22 (KDS). Somewhat out of range 
were a first-year male Scarlet Tanager at Avon- 
lea, SK, May 23 (P) and a W. Tanager at Bind- 
loss May 22 (MO). The overwintering • N. 
Cardinal near Letbridge was last seen Mar. 30 
when the feeder dosed for the season (fide 
RD). Seven N. Cardinals reported in Manito- 
ba included two pairs in Winnipeg (fide 
DHa), and a male was reported at Couteau 
Beach, SK, May21 (B & RZfideFR). 

A c• Black-headed Groseak at Sanford, 

MB, May 24 & 26 was accompanied by a fe- 
male on the latter date (FH fide DHa). Still 
not fully documented for Manitoba, a report- 
ed • Blue Grosbeak at Balmoral May 29-31 
(BMM, DM, T & RF fide CT) was tantaliz- 
ing. Male Lazuli Buntings visited Winnipeg 
May 22-25 (W & JE, m.o.), Anola, MB, May 
23-24 and June 17 (ME fide DHa), and Cal- 
gary May 30 (RW). Becoming regular in the 
Qu'Appelle Valley, Lazuli and Indigo buntings 
disputed territory near Craven, SK, from May 
27 into June (RL). 

Over 675 Chipping Sparrows thronged the 
Pinawa road May 10 (PT), and both Chipping 
and Clay-colored sparrows were abundant at 
Bindloss May 22-24 (MO). One Field Spar- 
mw returned to Roche Percee, SK, May 17 
(SS). In Saskatchewan Lark Sparrows were 
more prominent than usual, and Lark 
Buntings ranged N to the Saskatoon area (fide 
RKr). Fourteen Le Conte's and 20 Sharp- 
tailed sparrows May 31 (SJ) provided good 
counts at Beaverhill L., where a Golden- 

crowned Sparrow was also seen, Apr. 4 (WF, 

RJ). Over 300 Smiths Longspurs dropped in 
at Beaverhill L. May 13 (RW, MW). At least 
five Orchard Orioles were banded at L.M.L. in 

late May (fide PJ). 
A blizzard of 2000+ Rosy Finches decorated 

the Kananaskis Valley 45 miw. of CalgaryApr. 
9-12 (DP). House Finches were found at Al- 
tona (max. 4, Apr. 12, MK), Brandon, St. 
Pierre, and Winnipeg, MB (m.ob.); pairs lin- 
gered in Regina May 12-26 and from May 16 
into June (S & RE, KS, RKr), and a male was 
at Avonlea May 23 (PG). A White-winged 
Crossbill pair accompanied fledglings in the 
Kananaskis Valley Mar. 1 (DP)! Redpolls lin- 
gered late in s.e. Manitoba; flocks of up to 100 
Commons were widespread well into May 
(m.ob.) and the last individuals were seen May 
14 (CT, RKo); a very late Hoary Redpoll was 
in Winnipeg May 6 (RKo). 

Observers (subregional compilers in bold- 
face): Brad & Sarah Andres, Martin Bailey, 
Dennis Baresco (DBa), Leo Belanger (LeB), 
Lloyd Bennett (LIB), Carol Bjorklund, Flossie 
Bogdan, David Braddell (DBr), Irma Brad- 
dell, Nancy Bremner, Muriel Carlson, Bob 
Carroll (BCr), Bill Cates (BCt), Brooke Clib- 
bon (BCI), Ken De Smet (KDS), Ross Dick- 
son, Wendy & John Elcomb, Sandra & 
Robert Ewart, Mary Ewing, Warren Finlay, 
Ken Gardner, Paul Geraghty, Cedric Gibson, 
Bernie Gollop, Mike Gollop, Dick Gutfriend, 
Roy Fairweather, Dennis Fast, K. Finke, Gor- 
don Flett, Tom & Roe Florence, Ken Gardner 

(KGa), Karl Grantmyre (KGr), Gordon 
Grieef, David Hatch (DHa), Chuck & Lois 
Heath, Len Hills, Frank Hinings, Paule Hjer- 
taas (PHi), George Holland, Don Hooper 
(DHo), Ron Hooper, Phil Horch (PHo), 
Hugh Hornbeck, Mark Huebert, E Ilsley, E 
James, Rhonda Johnson, Stefan Jungkind, 
Richard Klauke (RK1), Rudolf Koes (RKo), 
Roberta Kreba (RKr), Mary Krueger, Cliff 
Kulak, Robert Long, Gerry Lunn, Joan and 
Malcolm McDonald, Bob & Millie MacGar- 

va, Dale MacGarva, R. Myers, Brian Olson, 
Michael O'Shea, Robert Parsons, Chris Pen- 

ner, Jamey Podlubny, Nick Postey, David 
Prescott, Myrna Priebe, Rob Ramage, Jim 
Reimer ORe), Vic Reimer, John Riddell (JRi), 
Frank Roy, K. Scalise, Stan Shadick, Peter 
Sherrington, Bob Shettler (BSh), Martin Siep- 
man (MSi), Wayne Smith, Bea Stanley (BSt), 
John Steeves, Marion Steeves (MSt), Frank 
Switzer, Peter Taylor, Catherine Thexton, 
Richard Thomas (RTh), Terry Thormin, Rus- 
sell Tkachuk (RTk), Jim Triffo, Eric Tull, Ben 
Velner, Mike Veinski, Don Weidl, Merril Wer- 

shler, Ray Wershler, Art Wilkins, Bill Wilson, 
Bernie & Ruth Zabach, Reto Zach. 

RUDOLF E KOES, 135 Rossmere Cres., 

Winnipeg, MB R2K OG 1 and PETER TAY- 
LOR, Box 597, Pinawa, MB ROE ILO. 
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NORTHERN GREAT 
PLAINS REGION 
Ron Martin 

Most of the Region remained extremely dry 
with very little spring runoff. In North 
Dakota, only 6% of the wedands in the 
Jamestown area held water. Farther west, at 
Bowdoin, Prellwitz reported only 4.28 inch- 
es of precipitation in the eleven-month peri- 
od from July, 1991, to May, 1992. The few 
exceptions to this trend were north-eastern 
North Dakota, with good spring runoff, and 
eastern South Dakota, which had adequate 
moisture from rains last fall. 

March was very warm, and record-early 
dates for waterfowl were reported every- 
where. Waterfowl peaks were also early, but 
migration slowed with some cooler weather 
in April. Late April and May brought early 
passerine migration with good fallouts in 
mid-May. May 9 and 10 brought good con- 
centrations of Least Flycatchers, Yellow War- 
blers, and Clay-colored Sparrows to central 
North Dakota. A major wave of passerines 
occurred May 16 in the Malta area, and May 
17 brought exceptional warbler numbers to 
northern North Dakota. 

Season highlights included multiple sight- 
ings of Black-necked Stilts, Whimbrels, and 
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers. Several warbler raft- 
ties were recorded and Green-tailed Towhee 

made an appearance in both Dakotas. In 
South Dakota, Bald Eagles attempted nest- 
ing for the first time since the 19th century. 

LOONS TO WATERFOWL 

ACom. Loon Mar. 3 in Hughes was the earli- 
est ever for South Dakota (RVs). In North 
Dakota and Montana migrant grebes were 
scarce and very few breeders remain after sev- 
eral years of drought. An exception was the 
686 Horneds in Grand Forks, ND, Apr. 28 
(EF). Nesting Red-neckeds were unusual at 
Freezeout L., MT (MS). In South Dakota 

grebes were very early, with Horneds in 
Yankton Mar. 15, and Westerns at Sand Lake 

N.W.R., Apr. 5. A W. Grebe nest was noted 
on the early date of May 10 in McPherson. 
Clark's Grebes were in 2 South Dakota coun- 

ties in May and at Freezeout Apr. 21. 
Double-crested Cormorants peaked at 

775Apr. 24 at Spiritwood L., ND (J & AP). 
One Snowy Egret report from each state was 
down from previous years. Four Cattle Egret 
reports came from North Dakota in May, 
and one photographed in Butte, SD, May 8 
furnished only the 5th record w. of the Mis- 
souri River (B & RS). A Green-backed 
Heron in lY•rd, ND, May 15 provided a first 
county record (REM). White-faced Ibises 
were the earliest ever in Day, SD, Apr. 13 
(TW), and they arrived at Bowdoin Apr. 14. 
A Trumpeter Swan with a yellow neckband 
was n. of Freezeout May 13 and two were in 
Deuel, SD, Apr. 4 (BKH). Greater White- 
fronted Geese in Turner, SD, Feb. 27, were 

the earliest ever, and the species peaked Mar. 
18 at Sand L. N.W.R. at 18,000. Snow Geese 

peaked very early at Arrowwood N.W.R., 
ND, Mar. 19 at over 100,000 (CRL). Ross' 
Geese were at Freezeout Mar. 1, and record- 

early were 24 in Hamlin, SD, Mar. 8, and 9 
in c. North Dakota Mar. 28. The 145record- 

ed Apr. 24 at the Minot Sewage Lagoons was 
a new high for North Dakota. 

Earliest ever waterfowl dates in North and 
South Dakota were far too numerous to 

mention. Most species arrived in very early 

ß Bowdom NWR 
Medicine Lake NWR Upper Souris•/t 

IWVR 't• 

• NORTH 
DAKOTA 

•Garrison Dam 

Heettinger •i arck 
L Oahe 

o, sou ..... DAKOTA 
t•lack Hills 

ß Lacreek I',,•/R 

Fort Peck 
Great Falls MONTANA 

ß Lewistown 
,.•iles Cily 

i•- L 

I•lyer NWR 
Grand Forks 

Arrowwood • 
• NWR Fargoß 

Tewaukon NWR 

Waubay NWR ß 

March in all three states. Some notable peaks 
in North Dakota were 27,000 Mallards at 
Tewaukon, 9165 Pintails Mar. 17 at L. Ilo, 

and 6000 Blue-winged Teal at Tewaukon 
May 14. In South Dakota, 5000 Pintails 
were in Meade, Mar. 14, with 5000 Redbeads 

at Wauby N.W.R., Apr. 2. Cinnamon Teal 
were early near Bowdoin Mar. 27, and the 
ratio of Cinnamons to Blue-wingeds was 
much higher than usual in that area (DP). A 
Eurasian Wigeon Apr. 16 in Pierce, ND, 
provided the 9th record for the state (GAE), 
and this species arrived at Freezeout Feb. 9, 
and was noted as quite common there in 
March and April (MS). Single Oldsquaw 
were in Brookings and Yankton, SD, Mar. 8 
(JRK, RVS), and 12 Barrows Goldeneye 
were at Medicine Lake N.W.R. Apr. 17 
(HH). 

RAPTORS TO CRANES 

Over 100 Bald Eagles concentrated at 
Medicine L. the last week of March, and a 

late migrant was at L. Ilo, ND, June 1 (DJB). 
In March a pair of Bald Eagles built a nest at 
Sand Lake N.W.R., SD, but abandoned in 
April. The last recorded nest in South Dako- 
ta was near Yankton in 1885. Cooper's 
Hawks were found nesting in a Grand Forks 
cemetary, 2 Fargo parks, and one Minot 
park, where they seem to tolerate an amazing 
amount of traffic. Observations of dark- 

morph Broad-winged Hawks in the w. 
Dakotas included one Apr. 24 in Hetftnger 
(D & CG), and another May 16 in Lawrence, 
SD (BKH). Early reports of Swainsons 
Hawks Mar. 17 at Tewaukon, and Mar. 24 at 

Medicine L. require documentation. Unusu- 
al was a rufous-morph Red-tailed Hawk at 
Minot Apr. 5 (GBB). The Ferruginous 
Hawk Mar. 1 at Hettinger was the earliest 
ever by 10 days for North Dakota, and one 
was far east at Fargo May 23. Nests were fair- 

ly common in n.w. Phillips, MT, in 
mid-May (DP), and nesting activi- 
ty near Westby also increased this 
year (TN). In North Dakota 13 
were on territory in Bowman May 
23, and 2 easterly nests in South 
Dakota were in Roberts and Beadle. 

Golden Eagles were nesting s.e. of 
Medicine L. for the first docu- 

mented nesting in the Sandhills 
• (MR). The Merlin at Waubay May 

23 was the latest ever there (DRS). 
A nest was found s. of Fort Peck 

• May 14 in L22 (CC), and a bird 
seen in Slope, ND, May 26 was 
near a known breeding area. Six- 
teen Peregrine observations 
spanned Mar. 2-May 31, with four 
birds seen after May 26. A female 
hacked near Helena was found 

dead Mar. 22 at Benton Lake 

Sioux Fallsß 

Yanktoen 
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(SM). March Gyrfalcon sightings were at 
Benton L. and Freezeout L., MT, and at Bis- 
marck (LAJ). 

Numbers of gallinaceous birds in North 
Dakota and n.e. Montana continued strong 
with CRP and mild winters probably the 
prime reasons. Sharp-tailed Grouse were still 
dancing actively into June in North Dakota, 
but numbers on leks at Bowdoin were greatly 
reduced from 1991. A Yellow Rail May 3 in 
McHenry, ND, tied the earliest date for that 
state (GBB), and a King Rail was in Yankton, 
SD, May 30 (RVS). The only Whooping 
Crane report was of three in Dunn, ND, Apr. 
21-23 (MK). 

SHOREBiRDS TO TERNS 

A Piping Plover on L. Oahe, ND, Apr. 16 
tied the earliest date, and one was in Jackson, 
SD, Apr. 26 (KG). Black-necked Stilts made 
a particularily good showing with a single 
May 8 at Fargo (GEN), and a pair at Minot 
May 13-27 (GBB). There are now 20 
records for North Dakota. In South Dakota 

four were in Meade May 16 (EEM). Still ex- 
panding in Montana, 25 were at Benton L. 
Apr. 14, and the species was present and nest- 
tng in greater numbers than ever before at 
Freezeout. Five birds near Miles City May 2 
provided a first record for L34 (DH). Single 
Whimbrels were at Minot, May 16 (REM), 
and Lostwood N.W.R., May 20 (RKM). Un- 
precedented were the 19 found in McHenry, 
ND, May 19 (MA0). In South Dakota one 
was photographed at Sand L. May 24-25 
(DAT), and 35 were at Freezeout May 8. 
Long-billed Curlews were present in unusual 
numbers in s.w. North Dakota with 18 in 

Slope May 25. Earliest ever were birds Mar. 
27 in Custer, SD (MMM), and they arrived 
at Freezeout Mar. 19. A single HudsonJan 
Godwit at Freezeout May 3 provided about 
the 10th record for Montana (HM). This 
species peaked at 180 at both Minot, May 2 
and in Edmunds, SD, Apr. 25 (JDW). A 
Ruddy Turnstone was earliest ever at Sand 
L, Apr. 17. The single Red Knot at Freezeout 
May 8 provided one of fewer than 20 sight- 
lngs for Montana (MS). Good peaks of peeps 
at Minot, ND, were 2300 Semipalmated 
Sandpipers May 22, 550 Leasts May 10, 
2000 White-rumpeds May 22, 800 Baird's 
May 8, and 800 Pectorals May 5 (REM, 
GBB). Dunlin were early and in numbers 
with 150 Apr. 18 at Minnewaukon Flats, 
ND. Record-early by 5 days was a Stilt Sand- 
piper at Minot Apr. 17. A record high 92 
Buff-breasted Sandpipers were in Bottineau, 
ND, May 19 (MAO). Long-billed Dowitch- 
ers peaked at over 3000 at Benton L. May 11 
(SM). 

Larids joined the parade of early species in 
March with record-early California Gulls in 
McLean, ND, Mar 14 Early gulls away from 

the Missouri R. In South Dakota were Ring- 
billed in Lincoln, Mar. 1, and Herring Gull in 
DeueL Mar. 7. A Glaucous Gull lingered to 
Apr. 23 at Fort Peck and the first-winter 
Glaucous-winged Gull there Apr. 1-18 was 
assumed to be the same bird seen in the fall 

and winter seasons (CC). A pair of Caspian 
Terns at Freezeout furnished a first nesting 
record, and • pair at Medicine L. provided 
the 3rd nesting record there. Carlson com- 
mented that this species seems to be spread- 
ing in Montana recently. 

DOVg$ TO STARLING 

Agitated pairs of Barred Owls were in Rich- 
land, ND, in May and in I•nkton, SD, Apr. 7 
(RAP). Whip-poor-wills were early Apr. 28 
in Clay (DLS) and Apr. 29 in Yankton, SD 
(SVS). Early in North Dakota were three at 
Turtle River S.P., Apr. 29 (EF). Four territo- 
rial birds were in Richland, ND, May 28-29. 
No confirmed breeding records exist for 
North Dakota. A Lewis' Woodpecker in Lib- 
er•y, MT, was a first for that county and L5 
(HM). A c3 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was de- 
scribed from L31 s.w. of Roundup, MT, Apr. 
28 (JP). 

Earliest ever W. Wood-Pewees were at Fort 

Peck May 9 and Minor May 13. Also record- 
early in North Dakota were Alder Flycatcher 
at Fargo May 5 and Willow Flycatcher at 
Hettinger May 2. At Minot 175 Least Fly- 
catchers May 10 was a new record-high by 
125. This species was incredibly common for 
a 10- day period in mid-May. A Say's Phoebe 
was extremely early at Benton L., Mar. 24, 
and they were recorded in 3 counties e. of the 
Missouri R. in South Dakota. The record- 

eady W. Kingbird at Audubon N.W.R., ND, 
Apr. 10 will require documentation. 

Violet-green Swallows were again seen in 3 
w. North Dakota locations after last year's 
discovery of a sparse nesting population, and 
15+ birds in Pennington, SD, Apr. 20 were 
early. A Rock Wren May 10 in McPherson, 
SD, provided a first county record and a 
Winter Wren at Minor Apr. 28 was the first 
spring observation there. Blue-gray Gnat- 
catchers were in Fargo again this year with 
singles May 8 & 9 (MAO, GEN), and May 9 
also produced a single in Grand Forks (ED. 
These observations were the 9th through 
11th records for North Dakota, 8 since 

1989. In South Dakota a gnatcatcher was in 
Spink May 26 (PFS), and birds returned to 
Newton Hills S.P. where they have been reg- 
ular in recent years. Eastern Bluebirds were 
very early in Morton, ND, Mar. 10 (RNR), 
but several observers in Montana and North 
Dakota commented that breeders did not re- 

turn to some areas until late-May and early 
June. Mountain Bluebirds were very early 
with birds at several locales in all 3 states the 

first days of March 

A Townsend's Sohtatre at Westby May 1 
was late. The 2nd earliest Veery on record in 
Fargo Apr. 17 (LLF), and the earliest ever 
Apr. 20 in Brookings, SD (RWK), were 
matched by a very early nest with eggs in 
Richland, ND, May 29. The thrush migra- 
tion was again dismal in many areas. Swain- 
son's and Gray-cheeked thrushes appear to 
have declined drastically in the past 10 years 
An exception to the low numbers was a good 
fallout at Malta, MT, May 16 (TP). Three 
Wood Thrush reports were all from the e 
Dakotas. 

A Sprague's Pipit was a rare migrant in 
Cass, ND, Apr. 19. The last N. Shrike report- 
ed was in McLean, ND, Apr. 12. Loggerhead 
Shrikes arrived early in Billings, MT, Mar 
16, Stark, ND, Mar. 19 and DeueL SD, Mar 

23. Twenty shrikes in Bowman, ND, May 2 
was a very respectable count. Several Mon- 
tana observers commented that numbers 
were above normal. 

VIREOS TO WARBLERS 

A White-eyed Vireo photographed at Fargo 
May 23 furnished the 5th record for North 
Dakota and the first since 1971 (D & DW) 
A Bell's Vireo May 23 at Bowman-Haley 
Res., ND, was in an area where one was re- 

ported last year. Like many other species, 
vireos were early in the Dakotas with 
Philadelphias making a particularly good 
showing. This species was observed from 
May 10-25 at Fargo and peaked at 10 in the 
Minot area May 17. Five were in Minnehaha, 
SD, May 16-24 (JL, MSS). 

Warblers were early and exceptional at 
Minot, and South Dakota observers tallied 
some exciting species. In contrast Fargo bird- 
ers reported a disappointing spring as did 
Nordhagen at Wesby, MT. Blue-winged 
Warblers at Minot May 9 (GBB), Fargo May 
10 (RHO), and Lisbon May 16 (DOL), 
brought North Dakotas total records to 9, 
with 7 since 1988. Golden-winged Warblers 
were seen on 5 dates at Fargo May 9-27, and 
singles were in Bismarck May 16 (RNR), and 
Edmunds, SD, May 20 (MZ). A Brewster's 
Warbler May 10 in Minnehaha provided the 
2nd record for this hybrid in South Dakota 
(AH). The Orange-crowned Warbler in 
Clay, SD, Apr. 14 provided a new early date 
(DLS). Three N. Parula sightings in North 
Dakota included one May 30 at the S. Unit 
of Theodore Roosevelt N. P., the first record 

w. of the Missouri R. (ABL). Doubling the 
previous peak were an incredible 200 Yellow 
Warblers in a small Minot park May 9. Cape 
May Warblers were notable with 6 North 
Dakota and 3 South Dakota reports May 8- 
28. A Black-throated Blue Warbler May 9 at 
Minot was the earliest ever (GBB), and a sin- 
gle was also early at Fargo May 14 MAB) 
The peak of three Blackburmans at M•not 
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May 17 were Berkey and Mart,n's first spr,ng 
observation in 11 years. In South Dakota 10 
were in Minnehaha May 12 (AH). Both 
Blackpoll Warbler and Am. Redstart peaked 
at 50 in Minot May 16, and a Black-and- 
white' in Hettinger Apr. 5 tied the earliest 
date in North Dakota. If accepted, the 
Worm-eating Warbler at Larimore, ND, 
May 18 would be be 5th state record (DV). A 
N. Waterthrush May 8 in Pennington, SD, 
was far west and a Kentucky Warbler was 
seen by several observers in Minnehaha May 
21-31 (AH). A Connecticut Warbler May 25 
and a Mourning May 26 were first records in 
Slope, ND, the latter species establishing a 
new early date for the state at Bowman, May 
7 (MLJ). A Hooded Warbler was in Union, 
SD, May 20 (DLS). 

TANAGERS TO REDPOLLS 

The 1 lth record for Summer Tanager was at 
Jamestown, ND, May 10 (BW), and the 
male in Butte, SD, May 16 was far west 
(EEM). A Western Tanager was east May 31 
in Edmunds, SD, (MZ). The Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak at Medicine L., May 18 was the 
only report for Montana, and easterly Black- 
beadeds were a single at Grand Forks May 30 
(EF), and a pair at Beadle, SD, May 23 (PFS). 
Lazuli Buntings in four e. river counties in 
South Dakota were unusual and an 

Indigo was at Miles City May 21 
(PG). The Green-tailed Towbee at 
Bowman, ND, May 12-13 was the 
3rd state record (MLS) and another 
photographed in Butte, May 12 rep- 
resented the 8th for South Dakota (B 
&RS). 

With 1000 in one flock, the 1350 

Clay-colored Sparrows at Minot May 
10 surpassed the previous high by 
! 030. Brewer's Sparrows were report- 
ed nesting in CRP lands in the 
Chester, MT, area (HM). With 
drought still prevalant in most areas, 
Lark Buntings were general over most 
of North Dakota except in the north- 
east. The Le Conte's Sparrow in Bow- 
man May 2 furnished a first county 
record (GEN). In Stark, ND, the 
Sharp-tailed Sparrows Apr. 28 were 
the 3rd earliest ever and were also the 

first recorded in that county (JWH). 
A male was singing in Beadle, SD, 
May 25 at the extreme s. end of their 
range. There is no confirmed nesting 
for that state. Fox Sparrows Apr. 5 at 
Fort Peck and Apr. 22 at Medicine L. 
were rare migrants for e. Montana. 
The Song Sparrow Mar. 12 and the 
Lincoln' s Sparrow Mar. 28 at Het- 
nnger furnished the 2nd earliest 
records for North Dakota. Crowned 

sparrow numbers at some Montana 

locales were very low, w,th no Wh,te-throat- 
eds recorded at Chester and no Harris' at 

Fort Peck. Conversely, the 300 White- 
crowneds in Slope and Bowman May 2 sur- 
passed the previous high by 180. 

McCown's Longspurs arrived at Fort Peck 
Apr. 6 and a late Lapland was at Minot May 
27. Early orioles included an Orchird May 8 
at Grand Forks and Northerns Apr. 30 at 
Minot and Apr. 18 in Clay, SD. The House 
Finch explosion continued with reports from 
13 locations in the Dakotas. They were de- 
scribed as fairly common in Fargo and Grand 
Forks, and numerous after Apr. 16 in Miles 
City, MT (DH). The last Com. Redpolls 
were in Rolette, ND, Apr. 26. 

Cited Obse•ers (area editors in boldface): 
MONTANA: Charles Carlson, Pat Gud- 
mundson, Dale Hanson, Heather Husband, 
Harriet Marble, Steve Martin, Ted Nordha- 

gen, James Phelps, Dwain Prellwitz, Michael 
Rabenberg, Michael Schwitters, and 16 oth- 
ers. NORTH DAKOTA: Mary A. Bergan, 
Gordon B. Berkey, Don J. Bozovsky, Gary 
A. Eslinger, Larry L. Falk, Eve Freeberg, 
Dave and Carolyn Griffiths, Dustin W. 
Hoff, Mayme L. Johnson, Lloyd A. Jones, 
Mark Krom, David O. Lambeth, Anna 
Bovill Lea, Carmen R. Luna, Ron E. Martin, 

Robert K. Murphy, Sheldon M. Myerch,n, 
Gary E. Nielsen, Robert H. O'Connor, 
Mark A. Otnes, Jeff and Amy Price, Robert 
N. Randall, Doug Vought, Dennis and 
Diane Wiesenborn, Bob Woodward, and 40 

others. SOUTH DAKOTA: Ken Graup- 
man, Bruce K. Harris, Augie Hoeger, Jon R 
Kieckhefer, Robert W. Kieckheter, Jon Little, 
Michael M. Melius, Ernest E. Miller, 
Richard A. Peterson, Bud and Alice 

Shaykett, Dennis R. Skadsen, MarkS. Skad- 
sen, Paul E Springer, R. V. Summerside, 
David L. Swanson, Dan A. Tallman, Rose 
Van Sickle, Steve Van Sickle, and 23 oth- 
ers.--RON E. MARTIN, Rt. 1, Box 59A, 

Sawyer, ND, 58781. 

O•• Optic Outfitters _. 
for Birders 

Telescopes 
& Accessories 

Authorized Dealer for: 

Leica, Zeiss, Optolyth, Swarovski, Swift, Mirador, Redfield, Meade, Nikon 
Celestron, Bausch & Lomb, Kowa, Questar, Tele rue, Pentax, Minolta 
Bushnell, Steiner, Aus Jena, Bogen, Velbon, OpTech 

- •!• i '%•"• ß Birding Specialists 
Get the best information, advice and 
prices from Birders who know: 
*Birds 
*Birders 

ß Birding and 
ß Birding Equipment 

ß Knowledgeable Staff 

ß Fast, Friendly Service 
ß Low, Direct Discount Prices 

ß Satisfaction Guaranteed 

ß Complete Line of Tripods 
& Accessories 

Free Comprehensive & 
Price List Available 

716 S Whitney Way 
Technical Assistance: 

Order Line: (800) 289-1132 Fax 271-4406 

442. American Birds, Fall 1992 



SOUTHERN GREAT 
PLAINS REGION 
Joseph A. Grzybowski 

The season was generally characterized by 
warmer than usual, but dry weather--an ex- 
tension of the mild winter conditions. How- 

ever, rainy weather dominated the second 
half of May in much of the Region. 

For birding it meant a virtual plethora of 
early migrant records. And the early dryness 
and May rains may also have added their own 
dimensions to the season. It seemed as if the 

spring migration were like a chunk of taffi/ 
shot out of a gun. Some of the birds got out 
there fast, but the season still seemed drawn 

out and sluggish. 
Bird populations will reflect the histories 

of rainfall and other climatic patterns over 
the past several years, with variations in 
numbers from which subsequent patterns 
will emerge. With widespread drought, as 
occurred in the Region during the late 
1980s, time lags in population growth are ex- 
pected. After a severe drought even a year of 
normal rainfall will not affect drought condi- 
tions. 

Cheyenne Bottoms in Kansas, a former 
mecca for water, marsh and shorebirds, was 

dry again this year. Water levels at nearby 
Quivira were low, but provided some habitat 
for migrating shorebirds. Past drought con- 
didons in western Nebraska made it difficult 
on these water and shorebirds. Parts of Okla- 

homa may have provided some refuge. 
However, the overall climatic conditions 

of the past few years have still been good for 
many breeding populations of landbirds, 
with reasonable to good moisture 
during the nesting periods, espe- 
cially in western and central Okla- 
homa, and mild winters through- 
out. Where conditions may have 
been the best, as in western Okla- 
homa, numbers of resident species 
such as Roadrunners, wrens, and 

Rufous-crowned Sparrows were 
very high. Northern Bobwhites in 
at least the western half of the Re- 
gion likely responded to the mild 
winter with higher general abun- 
dance this season. The Rosches 

commented on the expansion of 
Northern Cardinals through ripar- 
ian corridors in western Nebraika, 
though they appeared to recede by 
the end of the period. 

The extralimital records of resi- 

dents, however, showed only a very 
weak relation to expectations from 
high populations. Predators also 

do well, and may dampen some of the expo- 
nential growth patterns, or existing habitat 
may be in better condition and absorb more 
birds. 

Then there are also the stochastic effects, 
those randomizations in the system that add 
a litde flavor to the internally dampened os- 
cillations. This year the random camstrophy 
appeared to have been the persistent series of 
rainy, dribbly days the second half of May. 
The Rosches lamented the effects of unfavor- 

able weather in delaying late-arriving mi- 
grants at the end of May. Species fledging 
young in this period showed reduced repro- 
ductive success, as was the case for the Black- 

capped Vireos and Scissor-tailed Flycatchers 
in southwestern Oklahoma. Species taking 
insects on the wing were likely impacted the 
worse. Purple Martins in Lawton abandoned 
and scattered from breeding colonies in late 
May. Vicki Byre tells of Chimney Swifts, 
forced to forage over a roadway by rainy 
weather, being decimated by local traffic. 

• Fontenelle Forest (Fontenelle 
Forest, Sarpy Co., NE); Gavin's Point (Gavin} 
Point Dam, Cedar Co., NE); Quivira ( Quivi- 
ra N.W.R., Staf•rd Co., KS); Wichita Mts. 
( Wichita Mts. Wildli• Refuge, Comanche Co., 
OK) 

LOONS THROUGH WATERFOWL 

Yet another Pacific Loon, virtually unheard 
of several years ago, was noted in Pot- 
tawatom& KS, Apr. 9 (DR). A Corn. Loon 
lingered in Wyandotte, KS,undl May 19 
(LM), and to May 23 in Tulsa (PS et al.). 
Eared Grebes arrived in Linn, KS, Mar. 15 
(CH). 

An ad. Brown Pelican at Desoto 

N.W.R.,Washington, NE, shared interests 

NEBRASKA 

• Lincoln ß 

KANSAS .Topek• 

Tulsa 

_, .•KLAHOM _ 

from both sides of the Missouri R. (BP, LP, 
BJR et al.). The 15,000 Double-crested Cor- 
morants estimated in Butler, KS, Apr. 25 (PJ, 
GG, IE) was the highest concentration re- 
ported in recent years. Neotropic Cor- 
morants were noted Mar. 30-Apr. 7 in Okla- 
homa (MO, JGN et al.), May 9-31 in Linn, 
KS (GP), and at Quivira May 23 (SS, DS, 
DB). Anhingas nested again in McCunain, 
OK, with 8 nests under construction by May 
4 (BH). 

Among the declining number of Am. Bit- 
terns reported in recent years were two this 
season in Oklahoma (fideJGN), one in Tulsa 
(FP etal.), and one from Quivira (PJ). Great 
Egrets appeared in Fontenelle Forest Apr. 9 
(MD, BP). A Little Blue Heron there Apr. 27 
(MD) was also a local treat. Three Cattle 

Egrets arrived in McCurtain, OK, by Mar. 9 
(JDT et al.). Normally a rare summer va- 
grant, an imm. White Ibis appeared in Se- 
quoyahMay 11-12 (KM). 

Kansas observers, scrutinizing diflqcult- 
to-identify species, came up with a Glossy 
Ibis photographed May 3-4 in ]e•rson (JB, 
JNL), the first documented for Kansas. A 
White-faced Ibis in]e•rson, KS (DLS) May 
31 was the easternmost reported this season. 

Four Tundra Swans were present until 
Mar. 15 at Quivira (MR). Three Trumpeters 
were identified in Geary, KS, Mar. 23 (fide 
LM). No documentation was provided for a 
"wow-dass • surprise--a Black Brant in 
Craw)•r• KS, Mar. 28. After the hundreds 
observed last year, the groups of one to eigh- 
teen Ross' Geese reported through Apr. 20 at 
a scattered sample of locales seemed inconse- 
quential. One at Quivira May 2 (m. ob) was 
noteworthy in being late, as was a Snow 
Goose May 29 in Box Butte, NE (RCR, 
DJR). 

• Cinnamon Teal were reported east 
, to Jeerson, KS, Mar. 25 (LM). Of 
[ very special interest were a 
i Eurasian Wigeon photographed 
i Apr. 4-10 in Sarpy, NE (RHa et 

a/.), with another discovered in 
Dawes, NE, Apr. 25 (RCR, DJR). 
While identification problems 
limit the ability to discern migra- 
tion times of Greater Scaup, 10 
were observed in Sarpy, NE, Mar. 
30 (BJR). An Oldsquaw was noted 
at Gavin's Point Mar. 8 (RVS), and 
a tardy female was observed Apr. 
17-20 in Keith, NE (RCR, DJR). 
A male and probable 9 Barrows 
Goldeneye were documented in 
Scottsbluff, NE, Mar. 14 (RCR, 
DJR). 

A sign of wetter years are the 
number of late extralimital ducks. 

This year, two pairs of Ring- 
necked Ducks were in Linn, KS, 
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May 31 (LM). Also lingering were a •? Corn. 
Goldeneye May 19 in Tulsa (AR et al.), a • 
Hooded Merganser May 29 in Box Butte, NE 
(RCR, DJR), a $ Red-breasted Merganser 
May 15 in Woodward, OK (RH), and one 
May 16 in Cherokee, OK (JM, JH). 

RAPTORS THROUGH CRANES 

Tardy was an Osprey May 26 in Cleveland, 
OK (VB). A Mississippi Kite Apr. 18 in Mc- 
Curtain, OK, was early (BH). One of the 
three nesting pairs of Bald Eagles in Kansas 
produced three fledglings in late May (fide 
LM). A Bald Eagle lingered until Apr. 4 in 
Nowata, OK (DV). Six N. Goshawks were 
reported from Kansas, including four appar- 
ently tardy birds in late April. A lingering 
imm. Ferruginons Hawkwas noted May 3 in 
Phelps, NE (RS). The five Merlins reported 
this season was a surprisingly, perhaps alarm- 
ingly low number. Only three reports of 
Peregrine Falcons were received (also low), 
those at Pottawatomie, KS, Apr. 14 (fideDR), 
Quivira Apr. 26 (KB, JNo), and Cleveland, 
OK, May 9 (VB et al.). Wintering Prairie 
Falcons, possibly in transit to breeding areas, 
were noted east to Gavin's Point Mar. 8 (MB) 
and Fontenelle Forest Mar. 14 (BP, LP). 

One to two King Rails were noted in lY&g- 
oner, OK, May 6 16 (JM etal.). Black Rails 
found their way back to Quivira by Apr. 24 
(SP). The 12 Sandhill Cranes in Co•/by, KS, 
Mar. 28 (MI, GK) were east of normal occur- 
rences. Three Sandhill Cranes lingered until 
May 23 in Kearney, NE (MD). At least 27 
Whooping Cranes passed through Nebraska 
Apr. 11-13 (GL); ten came in to Quivira 
Apr. 10-12 (fideLM). 

PLOVERS THROUGH TERNS 

Lesser Golden-Plovers were spotted early 
(two Mar. 8; JW, TM) and late (23 May 29; 
DI) in Tulsa. Rare in the e. portion of the Re- 
gion, a Snowy Plover Apr. 18-May 3 graced 
Sequoyah, OK (BB, KM). Three Semipal- 
mated Plovers made it to Lincoln, NE, Apr. 
17 (RCR, DJR). Up to 12 Piping Plovers 
were noted at Quivira Apr 24-26 (BVD, SP), 
a traditional peak migration time. 

Potentially nesting Black-necked Stilts 
were thwarted by drought conditions in 
Sheridan, NE (RCR, DJR), the only locality 
where they are known to have nested in Ne- 
braska. Rosche complained that numbers of 
Upland Sandpipers were down in w. Nebras- 
ka. A group of 10-15 Long-billed Curlews 
Mar. 29-30 in Cleveland, OK (VB), were east 
of most occurrences. 

Early-arriving shorebirds included a Spot- 
ted Sandpiper in Red Willow, NE, Apr. 18 
(RCR, DJR), 12 Baird's Sandpipers Mar. 7 in 
Sumner, KS (MT), and a Dunlin Apr. 12 in 
Kearney, NE (BP, LP). Though not as many 
as a few years back, 20 Whimbrel May 11 at 

Quivira (JNo) is still a healthy number. 
Other reports came from central Kansas, 
with additional birds May 2 in Chase, NE 
(RCR, DJR), and one in Tulsa May 14 (AR). 
A flock of 65 Buff-breasted Sandpipers May 
14 in Tulsa (PS, JL) was the high count of the 
few reported this season. 

Keep your eyes on those gulls. Laughing 

This adult Brown Pelican generated excitement 
far inland at Desoto Nationai Wildiife Refuge, 
Nebraska/Iowa, on May 6,1992. Photograph/ 
B. J. Rose. 

Gulls continue to show up in surprise loca- 
tions, with one in Jeerson, KS, May 2 (MI, 
GK), and one in A/•, OK, May 13 (JW, 
TM). While it has been very rare to report 
even one Little Gull , there were three this 

season. Adults appeared Mar. 4 in Cherokee, 
OK (DK, SM), and Apr. 4 in Bryan, OK 
(JWe); one in first winter plumage was found 
in Geary, KS, Apr. 25 (DR). California Gulls 
are increasing in Nebraska with 50 noted at 
Lake McConaughy, Keith, NE, Apr. 4 (J J). 
One Mar. 27 in Pawnee, OK (JCH), is only 
one of a handfull of current spring records 
for Oklahomm An ad. Herring Gull lingered 
in Leftore, OK, May 1 (LA). Also tardy was an 
ad. Glaucous Gull Mar. 28 in Lancaster, NE 

(BJR). And our "where's Waldo" Black- 
legged Kittiwake this season was an adult 
found Apr. 3 in Jeerson, KS (CH). 

Not an easy find in spring, Com. Terns 
were noted May 2 inJe•rson, KS (MI, GIO, 
and May 3 in Sedgwick, KS (PJ et al.). An 
adult was spotted May 17-31 at Gavin's Point 
(MB etal.). 

DOVES THROUGH SHRIKES 

Black-billed Cuckoos were reported in all 
eastern sections. A rare breeder in the Re- 

gion, Long-eared Owls were observed with 
young in Sedgwick, KS, Apr. 17 (DVa, pJ). 
The N. Saw-whet Owls inJe•rson, KS, were 
last seen there Mar. 7. 

Not one, but five White-throated Swifts 
were photographed over the University of 

Kansas campus, Douglas Apr. 17-18 (CB, 
m.ob.), the first fully documented for 
Kansas. This species was unusually common 
and widespread in Siouxand Dawes, NE, this 
year (RCR, DJR). Good numbers of Black- 
chinned Hummingbirds arrived in the Wi- 
chita Mts. in mid-April following the major 
population pulse the previous year; but with 
little rain soon faded to perhaps their 2nd 
best season in this area with modest numbers 
by mid-May (JAG). An ad. c• Black-chinned 
Hummingbird appeared at a feeder in Mor- 
ton, KS, May 5 (VG). 

A very early migrant Lewis' Woodpecker 
was noted May 2 in Dawes, NE (RCR, DJR). 
Red-bellied Woodpeckers were unusually 
widespread in riparian corridors of w. Ne- 
braska (RCR, DJR). When do Red-naped 
Sapsuckers conduct spring passage through 
the are• One Mar. 24 in Thomas, KS (CO), 
provides a data point. 

A W. Wood-Pewee taped May 8 in the Wi- 
chita Mts. may be the first documented east 
of the 100th meridian in the Region (JAG). 
A Yellow-bellied Flycatcher in Rooks, KS, 
May 8 (JS) was west of most reported occur- 
rences. 

A Sa3?s Phoebe Mar. 2 at Quivira was very 
early (JNo, pJ). Also early were a Great Crest- 
ed Flycatcher Apr. 10 in Cleveland, OK 
(VB), E. Kingbirds in Red Willow and Fron- 
tier, NE, Apr. 19 (RCR, DJR), Tree Swallows 
(10+) by Mar. 8 in Sequoyah, OK (RSu, BJ), 
and Cliff Swallows (eight) Mar. 29 at the 
Kaw Dam, Osage/Kay, OK (DV). Cliff Swal- 
lows appear to have undergone population 
growths in Kansas during recent years, where 
Moore comments that they may now nest at 
every large bridge and dam site in the state. 

Six or seven Fish Crows appeared again in 
Cherokee, KS (SP). Rock Wrens were having 
a banner year in Blaine, OK (JAG). Perhaps 
an extralimital spin-off was the one detected 
at Quivira Apr. 26 among some abandoned 
buildings (JNo, DK, PH). A singing c• 
Canyon Wren near the Missouri R. in Knox 
(MB et aL) was well out of range. Ruby- 
crowned Kinglets appeared peculiarly absent 
in c. andw. Oklahoma this spring (JAG). 

Nesting Mtn. Bluebirds May 17 in Red 
Willow, NE, were 150-200 mi e. of expected 
occurrences (WM). Oddball Townsend's 
Solitaires occurred in Sedgwick, KS, Apr. 13 
(pJ), and in Caddo, OK, on a very late date 
for this species of May 9 (m.ob). 

A Veery, rare in c. Oklahoma, was noted in 
Oklahoma May 17 (JGN). Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes wandered to the western edge of 
the Region at Sheridan, NE, May 8 and 
Dawes, NE, May 16 (RCR, DJR). Early ar- 
riving Swainsons Thrushes were noted in 
TulsaApr. 11 and 14 (JL, PS, AR), and Apr. 
11 at Leavenworth (fide DR). Wood Thrush- 
es appeared more commonly in the central 
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Swainson's Warbler at Little River National 

Wildlife Refuge, Oklahoma, May 6, 1992. 
Photog•aplVSteve Metz. 

strip of the Region this year with four May 6 
and 12 in Cowley, KS (SMo), at least four 
males in Caddo, OK, May 9 (JAG, m.ob), 
and one Apr. 26 in Cleveland, OK (VB). One 
Apr. 14 in McCurtain, OK (BH), was early. 

VIREOS AND WARBLERS 

An early White-eyed Vireo appeared in 
Sarpy, NE, Apr. 6 (RG). Along the w. edge of 
distributional records for this species was one 
May 1 in the Wichita Mrs. (MS). At least 
four (3 Black-capped Vireos were present on 
territory in the Wichita Mts. by Apr. 10, the 
earliest yet recorded (JAG). Also early was a 
Solitary Vireo Apr. 5 in Sarpy, NE (BP). 

Twelve or more Warbling Vireos in Cow- 
ley, KS, May 6 & 12 (SMo) were hopefully 
not all migrants. One Apr. 5 in Tulsa 
was early. A Philadelphia Vireo observation 
May 1 in Cowley, KS (SMo), may help define 
the western edge of the migration corridor 
for this species. They were more common in 
Tulsa this season than in the past (fideJD. 

Warblers made a good showing this sea- 
son. There were six reports of Blue-winged 
Warblers, and an even more surprising five of 
Golden-wingeds along the eastern stretches 
of the Region. Virginia Warblers appeared in 
Scott, KS, May 10 (SS, MR, DB) and excep- 
tionally east to Sedgwick, KS, May 14 (pJ). 
An Orange-crowned Warbler noted May 14 
and Yellow-rumped Warbler May 18 in 
Fontenelle Forest (BD were later than most. 

A N. Parula that arrived by Apr. 5 with 
three Yellow-throated Warblers in Fontenelle 

Forest (BP) were the first of these species pre- 
sent there through May (BP, LP). Another 
southern species, the Hooded Warbler, was 
also noted there May 5 (BP) & 24 (BGC). 
Seven Hooded Warblers in Tulsa Apr. 28 are 
likely part of a small breeding group there 
(JA, m.ob.). Breeding Worm-eating War- 
blers were observed in Cherokee, OK (DIet 
al.). The Swansons Warblers occupying the 
Little River N.W.R., McCurtain, OK (BH et 
al.), may be part of the only remaining popu- 
lation in the Region. Five Cerulean Warblers 
observed May 4 in Fontenelle Forest (TB) 
provided the high count for only a handful of 
observations for both e. Nebraska and the 

rest of the Region. 
Chestnut-sided and Magnolia warblers, 

but not Ovenbirds, went well reported this 
season in e. Nebraska (fideBP). Among some 
early arrivals were a Nashville Warbler Apr. 3 
in Comanche, OK, (JAG), a Chestnut-sided 
Apr. 23 in McCurtain, OK (BH), two Black- 
and-white Warblers Mar. 15 in Comanche, 
OK (JDT et al.), and a Louisiana Wa- 
terthrush Mar. 20 in Cleveland, OK (VB). 
Exceptionally early were a N. Waterthrush 
(EB) and a Palm Warbler (BP) Apr. 5 in 
Fontenelle Forest. Other Palm Warblers were 

reported in e. portions of the Region. One in 
TulsaApr. 16-17 (PS, JL, TM) was also early. 
Another in Sedgwick, KS, May 3 (PJ) was w. 
of most occurrences, but not as far as one that 

traversed the Region to Sheridan, NE, May 8 
(RCR, DJR). 

Always noteworthy, Cape May Warblers 
appeared in Oklahoma (MO) May 15 and 
Knox, NE (MB), May 17. Also a hot find was 
a Black-throated Blue Warbler May 6 in 
Cherokee, KS (JNo). The much-dreamed- 
about Connecticut Warbler was reported 
May 16 from Omaha (NR), and May 23 in 
Jef•rson, KS (DLS). 

A Yellow-throated Warbler May 9 at the 
very n.w. corner of Kansas in Cheyenne (SS, 
m.ob.) was a real surprise, as was a Black- 
and-white Warbler May 26 at the tip of the 
Oklahoma Panhandle in Cimarron (VB et 
al.). A Chestnut-sided Warbler in Al•l•, 
OK, May 10 (JM, JN) was the westernmost 
reported this season. A Tennessee Warbler 
May 18 (JAG) in the Wichita Mts. was only 
the 2nd reported for the Refuge. Black- 
throated Green Warblers May 11 (MS) & 18 
(JAG), and one to two Ovenbirds May 8 & 
11, respectively (JAG) in the Wichita Mts. 
likely define the rarefied w. edge of migration 
corridors for these spedes. 

Two Prairie Warblers made it out to Sedg- 
wick (JN, PH, PJ), and Riley, KS, May 10 & 
30, respectively. A Pine Warbler May 14 in 
Wyandotte, KS (LM), was out of range. A 5? 

Ovenbird captured in Oklahoma May 27 
(HH) was tardy. A Corn. Yellowthroat Mar. 
17 in l•bodward, OK (RH), may have over- 
wintered. 

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES 

A Summer Tanager May 8 in Sheridan, NE, 
is only the 2nd for w. Nebraska (RCR, DJR). 
A (3 Scarlet Tanager May 8-9 in Caddo, OK 
(JEM, m.ob) which flirted quizzically with a 
5? Summer (JAG) provided a first county 
record and was west of most occurrences in 

the Region. 
A Black-headed Grosbeak May 6 in 

Cherokee, KS (PJ et al.), was clearly an ex- 
tralimital discovery. Dickcissels were experi- 
encing a definitive pulse in their populations 
in Oklahoma and Kansas. From whence 

these come has always made for intriguing 
speculation. 

A Chipping Sparrow Mar. 15 in 
Cleveland, OK (VB), was early. Baird's Spar- 
rows were discovered in Butler, KS, Apr. 24 
(PJ, GG, IE). Lincoln's Sparrows noted in 
Riley, KS, Mar. 7 15 (DR) may be early mi- 
grants or resdess local wintering birds. A 
"Gray-headed • Junco banded May 25 in 

•tis Gray-headed (Dark-eyed) Junco should have 
been in the Rockies on May 25, 1992, but 
Instead it was banded in northeastern Oklahoma, 
at Fort Gibson Reservoir. Photograph/ 
Don Varner. 

lg•goner, OK (DVr) would have been a sur- 
prise in the winter, but is the second occur- 
rence for n.e. Oklahoma in the last 5 years. 
Many would not mind seeing the 285 Mc- 
Cowns Longspurs noted in Sioux, NE, Apr. 
10 (RCR, DJR). 

A Rusty Blackbird Mar. 27 in Chase, NE, 
was both early and w. of normal occurrences 
(RCR, DJR). The 185 Great-tailed Grackles 
in Clay, NE (BJR) document the nature of 
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th•s species' recent range expansion An Or- 
chard Oriole Apr. 11 in Tulsa (PS, JMa, JL) 
was early. 

House Finches are now getting ho-hum. 
The Padelfords indicate they were every- 
where in e. Nebraska by late March. Accord- 
ng to Hiatt, they have taken over in n.w. Ok- 
lahoma. Breeding is likely widespread. Still 
•nteresting is the few number of years it took 
for this species to undoubtedly achieve expo- 
nential growth rates. The Pine Siskins in the 
Region could use some of that good fortune. 
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TEXAS REGION 
Greg W. Lasley and Chuck Sexton 

Texas continued to be very wet statewide. 
There were no "lingering pockets of 
drought" (Palmer) to be found anywhere. A 
series of Pacific fronts in late May really 
drenched the state; many localities reached 
their average annual rainfall totals by the end 
of the season. This abundant moisture, com- 

bined with generally mild temperatures, 
began to be reflected in several ways by the 
birdlife. Records of waders and waterbirds, 
especially southern and coastal species mov- 
ing farther inland or northward, were promi- 
nent. Nesting birds got off to an early and 
successful start; more than most springs, our 
reporters began describing the abundance of 
fledging success of many species bej•re the 
peak of the migration even passed. Said mi- 
gration was inexplicably disappointing in 
most areas, however. Although good fallouts 
were detected locally at Goose Island (Cen- 
tral Coast) and in Nacogdoches (primarily in 
May), dismay and surprise at migrant sparsi- 
ty was the more common pronouncement in 
all areas. Observers once again waited and 
watched for "the migration that never came." 
One of the more curious effects was that the 

weather seemed to disrupt the normal pat- 
tern of the hawk migration in south Texas, at 
least as far as ground-based observers were 
concerned. 

Perhaps somehow related to the weather 
patterns, in far west Texas there was a good 
showing of eastern warblers and in coastal 
Texas the more easterly species such as Black- 
poll Warbler and Bobolink made a better 
than average showing. There were also nu- 
merous reports of late migrant passerines (es- 
pecially warblers) in the last few days of May 
and even into June. 

Matt White remarked that, exduding a 
handful of rarities, the migration was dismal. 
Seyffert suggests some refocusing of our ob- 
servations and reports may be appropriate: 
"Eventually we will need to pay more atten- 
rion...to what we once considered rather 

common species." We continued to note this 
spring that observers often remarked about 
fair to good diversity of species but relatively 
low numbers of each, even among the "com- 
mon" migrants. While the appropriate time 
for definitive condusions may not have ar- 
rived, Seyffert's exhortation continues to 
carry greater and greater weight each year. 

Abbre•iaUons: Laureles (Laureles Division of 
the lOng Ranch); L.R.G.V. (Lower Rio Grande 
Valley); Norias (Norias Division of the IOng 
Ranch); T.B.R.C. (•xas Bird Records Com- 
mittee {7•xas Ornithological Society]); U.T.C. 

(Upper 7•xas Coast), Vfilage Creek (Vdlage 
Creek Drying Beds, Tarrant). The following 
are shortened names for the respective coun- 
ty, state, or national parks, wildlife refuges, 
etc.: Anzalduas, Bentsen, Big Bend, Buffalo 
Lake, Kickapoo, Laguna Atascosa, Sabal 
Palm, and Santa Ana. 

LOONS TO STORKS 

Two Red-throated Loons reported last sea- 
son on L. Texoma were seen through Mar. 14 
(HG). A Pacific Loon was on L. Tawakom, 
Rains, Apr. 12 and Van Zandt, May 10 (?RK, 
GH, JN) establishing the 2nd area record m 
3 years. Elsewhere, a Pacific Loon lingered at 
Galveston's Offat's Bayou until at least May 
21 (ph., GDL, GL) while another extremely 
late Pacific was found at Port Aransas May 28 
(ph., TA). A Corn. Loon at Catarina, Dtm- 
reit, May 24 (BO) was apparently a first 
record for that area. A pair of Pied-billed 
Grebes with young Mar. 26 at Waco prov,d- 
ed a very early nesting date (JMu), while a 
Horned Grebe at L. Meredith, Moore, Mar 1 

(KS) was a good find. Over 200 Eared Grebes 
were on Soda L., Midlana• May 9; many were 
building or sitting on nests. Rains later s,g- 
nificantly raised the water level there and the 
nesting outcome was unknown (FW). Two 
W. Grebes were at Bolivar Flats Mar. 14 

(GDL) while another visited San Antomo's 
Mitchell L., Apr. 9-11 (WS). At L. Bal- 
toorhea the ad. Clark's Grebe and the hybrid 
Clark's X Western young remained through 
the period (TJ). A dead Masked Booby was 
picked up at Boca Chica, Cameron, Apr. 22 
(HBu). Two N. Gannets were seen off Mus- 
tang I., Apr. 6 (BZ), a little later than they are 
usually reported. 

A flock of 12 Am. White Pelicans Mar. 12- 

21 in Glasscock (Cell, m.ob.) represents at 
first for that county while a flock of 3500 
over Hays Apr. 14 (BA) was the largest re- 
ported for the season. Brown Pelicans con- 
tinue in growing abundance on the Texas 
coast (N & PP, RM) which probably explains 
the ever-increasing inland reports in Texas 
This season, single Brown Pelicans were at 
Midland Apr. 1-4 (ph., J & DMe, m.ob ), 
White Rock L., Dallas, May 16 (REJ fide 
WP) and L. Amistad, Val IOrde, May 16 (ph, 
JW fide SWie). Notable Neotropic Cor- 
morant observations induded a very early •n- 
dividual at Grand Saline, Van Zandt, Mar 1 

(RK, GH, JN) and another in GlasscockMar 
19-21 for a first county record (Cell etal) 
At least 2 nests of Neotropic Cormorants 
were found in a Clay heronry s.e. of WicNta 
Falls this spring (DMc). American Bittern ,s 
a regular winter resident at Midland, but 
photo documentation has been lacking. TNs 
year one was photographed there Mar. 31 
displaying its white dorsal ruffs, behavior sel- 
dom seen in Texas (ph, DMe fide FW) At 
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least one Am. Bittern remained at Midland 

through the period which suggested a nest- 
ing possibility. Elsewhere, the continued 
presence of Am. Bittems in favorable habitat 
at Big Creek L., Delta, suggested similar con- 
dusions (MWh). An ad. Little Blue Heron in 

El Paso May 2-9 (M & PBin, ph., BZ) pro- 
vided a rare spring record for the Trans- 
Pecos. Single Reddish Egrets were well-de- 
scribed along the Rio Grande in Big Bend 
Mar. 31 (CSa) and May 18 (VE etal.), the 
former being a very rare white morph bird. 
These sightings represent the first park 
records for the species. An imm. White Ibis, 
unexpected in n.c. Texas in spring, frequent- 
ed Village Creek, 7hrrant, May 2 (fide GK). 

Once again this spring Glossy Ibises staged 
an impressive string of occurrences in Texas; 
records this season include one at High I., 
Mar. 8 (WG), one at McAllen Apr. 5-9 (R & 
LG, ph., BZ), one to three near Petmnila, 
Nueces, Apr. 16-17 for apparendy the first 
well-documented Coastal Bend record (?A & 
MC, m.ob.), one at High I. May 7-8 (FC, ph., 
JD), one at Dallas May 8-23 (•'JJ, RR, m.ob.), 
and one at Austin's Homsby Bend May 16-17 
(•'VE, BLy, DK, ph., GL). The most unex- 
pected Glossy Ibis record, however, had to be 
an adult at Ft. Bliss, El Paso, Apr. 29-May 4 
(?ph., BZ). Although expanding dramatically 
in coastal and e. Texas, a record from the ex- 
treme w. Trans-Pecos area is rather incredible. 

A Roseate Spoonbill Apr. 23 in Kaufman was 
out-of-season for n.c. Texas (MRo fide WP). 
An early Wood Stork Mar. 13 in Chambers 
was soaring with a flock of white pelicans 
(GDL). 

WATERFOWL 

Fulvous Whisding-Ducks have been some- 
what difficult to find in numbers in recent 

years so 700 in Harris and l•ller May 12 was 
encouraging (FC). Elsewhere, a Fulvous in 
Midland Mar. 14 (fideFW) and two to six in 
Dallas May 4-23 (JHa, WRo) provided rare 
locality records. Black-bellied Whistling- 
Ducks are reportedly increasing in many 
areas of the Coastal Bend (RMe, N & PP, 
m.ob.) while two at Village Cr., Apr. 16 
(JWS, MP, ph.) and one at Nacogdoches 
May 3-29 (GrH, CM, D & MW) were un- 
usual. The wintering Tundra Swan at Level- 
land, Hockley, was last seen Apr. 30 (LS). A 
very late Snow Goose was still near Rockport 
May 2 (CC). A pair of Canada Geese with 10 
young were seen May 25-28 at L. Arrowhead 
S.P., Clay, near where the species was origi- 
nally confirmed nesting last year (DMc). 
Muscovy Ducks were seen sporadically 
through the season along the Rio Grande in 
Starr (m.ob.); a group of 10-12 at Rancho 
Santa MargaritaApr. 15 was the largest num- 
ber reported (JA). One of these birds was 
seen behaving in such a way to lead Arvin to 
speculate that a nesting attempt might have 
been in progress. A Muscovy seen flying over 
Bentsen May 1 (JD) was at an unexpected lo- 
cation. If presumed wild birds are breeding 
upriver they are eventually going to spread. 
The status of the wild vs. feral argument con- 
ceming these birds will only get worse as the 
birds move toward Brownsville where "do- 

mestic birds are common around the resacas" 

(JD). Wood Ducks were formerly rare and 
local winter visitors to the LR.G.V. The 

species at present is readily ob- 
served along the Rio Grande from 
Falcon to Roma. Arvin suspects 
that nesting in that area is now like- 
ly. A pair of Wood Ducks at Big 
Bend's Cottonwood Campground 
May 22 was a surprise (FW). Up to 
six Mottled DucksApr. 23 at Waco 
was a surprise for a species normal- 
ly considered a summer and fall 
visitor in that area (JMu). An Old- 
squaw was at Indian Point, San 
Patricio, Mar. 7-Apr. 11 (DWi, 
GS, A & MC) while other individ- 
uals lingered at two Dallas loca- 
tions until Mar. 14 and Apr. 6 (BG, 
RR, WP). Two Buffleheads re- 

mained at Mitchell L. through the 
period (WS). A Masked Duck was 
found Apr. 24 on the Laureles, K/e- 
berg(tMF etal.). 

RAPTORS 

There were at least 19 reports of 
migrant Am. Swallow-tailed Kites 
in various s. Texas locations with 

another dozen or so in e. Texas and 
on the U.T.C. An Am. Swallow-tailed Kite 

over Ft. Hood, Coryell, May 26 was at an un- 
usual c. Texas location and a very late date for 
a migrant (JJ). The largest flight of Mississip- 
pi Kites reported was of 800 birds at Laguna 
Atascosa in mid-April (fideTU). Summering 
Mississippi Kites are rare in e. Texas except in 
isolated areas around the prairies w. of Hous- 
ton and along the Trinity R. watershed (fide 
TG), so a bird at a golf course in Bcaumont 
May 31 presents an unusual record (WG). 
Graber, acknowledging the possibility of a 
late migrant, notes the absence of summer- 
ing birds in that area during the last 30 years. 
Coopefts Hawks showed signs of nesting in 
Hunt (MWh) and they frequented last yeafts 
nest sites in Van Zandt (RK). A Corn. Black- 
Hawk, never before documented in Kleberg, 
was studied there Apr. 14-15 (•'EM); another 
was reported in Dimmir May 9 (JI). Gray 
Hawks were occasionally seen in and around 
Santa Ana during the period and a pair nest- 
ed at Bentsen duringApril (m.ob.). 

Abnormally low numbers of migrant rap- 
tors were noted in Texas this spring. Palmer 
speculates this is due to the fact that there was 
almost constant cloudiness and frequent rain 
during the period when migration is normal- 
ly at its height. Broad-winged Hawks, nor- 
mally reported in the tens of thousands, were 
seen only in small flocks in late March and 
early April (PP). Most observers noted few 
concentrations and even Swartz' 6000 in 

NuecesApr. 5 was minuscule compared with 
typical spring numbers (GS). A notable ex- 
ception were the 3000 or so seen daily Mar. 
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28-Apr. 1 on the U.T.C. at La Porte (GDL). 
The Swainsons Hawk migration, like the 
Broad-wingeds, lacked any observed large 
numbers. Returning Swainsons Hawks in 
the Panhandle can be expected by late March 
(fide KS), so one seen Mar. 4 at Lubbock was 
very early (CSt). A White-tailed Hawk near 
Knippa, Uvalde, May 12 (OC) provided a 
rare local record. A concentration of 35 
White-tailed Hawks and three Red-tailed 

Hawks was at a Kenedyranch pasture Mar. 14 
(N & PP etal.) foraging over the site of a pre- 
scribed burn the previous day. The number 
of hawks present during the burn was esti- 
mated at 100-200 (fide DG)! A Zone-tailed 
Hawk with a flock of Turkey Vultures in n.w. 
l?avisApr. 30 (BA) was at an unexpected lo- 
cation. Two unexpected Coastal Bend area 
Rough-legged Hawks were individuals re- 
ported Apr. 6 at Corpus Christi (GS) and 
Apr. 20 at Goose I. (RM). Several pairs of 
breedingAm. Kestrels were seen during April 
s. of Carrizo Springs in Dimmir (JA). Breed- 
ing in this area and in parts of •bb, Jim 
Hogg, and Zapata has been known for several 
years (fide JA). The Aplomado Falcon near 
Marfa from the winter report was last report- 
ed May 26 (PW). The banded Aplomado 
Falcon reported at Falfurrias during Febru- 
ary was seen there 3 times during May (AO). 
There were several late Peregrine Falcons re- 
ports in c. and s. Texas during May. The lat- 
est were single birds at Dallas May 27 (JJ), 
Waco (JMu), and Kickapoo (OC) May 28. 

PRAIRIE-CHICKENS TO SHOREBIRDS 

Efforts to collect and incubate eggs of the 
critically endangered Attwater's Prairie- 

This female Varied Thrush (with a slighfiy 
deformed bill) was at Davis Mountains State 
Park, Texas, on March 14, 1992. 
Photog•aph/Kel!y B. By/an. 

Chicken at the bird• own refuge in Colorado 
netted no nests, no eggs, and no chickeng 
(fide GDL). Second-hand reports were re- 
ceived of drumming males near Texas City 
where a population existed for many years 
before the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service at- 

tempted to remove and relocate the birds. 
Their failure to trap all the birds may be a 
boon for the race. A solitary Scaled Quail at 
Santa Ana Apr. 10 (R & LG) surprised ob- 
servers; the species is usually not reported 
this far east. Two King Rails at L. Meredith, 
Hutchinson, Mar. 1 (KS) were very early Pan- 
handle records. Soras and Virginia Rails were 
in greater-than-normal numbers in most of 
the central areas of the state. 

Shorebird numbers in general were 
deemed low across much of the state proba- 
bly due to high water levels which reduced 
appropriate habitat in many areas. Still, there 
were numerous observations of flocks of 

100+ Lesser Golden-Plovers in c. and s. 

Texas during late March and early April. 
Most significant of these was 148 in Rains 
Mar. 29-Apr. 5 (RK, JN) more than dou- 
bling the previous high count for that area. A 
Lesser Golden-Plover May 16 in Cochran 
(DS) was a rare record for the Panhandle. 

Cairtainly'the•arity of the •easofi was the first 
U,S. record of Collared Plover (Charaddus 
c01lar/s): •is delightful visitor. fr0m_the 
south was first spotte8 May 9 at the Uvalde 
National !qSh Hatchery by particlpants 0f 
the spring meeting of the Texas Ornitholog!; 
•1 Sodi•t7. The bird Was initially identifie d 
May 10 -{?ph.,-GDL, CDF) and seen by 
abøUt'49 additional observers May 11-12. 
The staff ai the fi•h hatchery (we want to 
pecially ifi ank olivia Castill ø) was happy to 
see perhaps 100 6bservers on the mornin 
May !•] Unfo•ately, the plover had de- 
partea and was not seen again. The record 
has been submitted to the T.B,1LC. 

Single Snowy Plovers at L. Tawakoni Apr. 13 
(AV) and at Austin May 4 (GL, BR) provided 
rare spring records in those areas. Mountain 
Plover records on the U.T.C. are extremely 
rare so one in •11erduring mid-March and 
four in Harris Apr. 8 were a surprise (FC et 
al.). Three Mountain Plovers at McAllen 
Mar. 30 (R & LG) were at an unexpected lo- 
cation. Willets typically pass over n.c. Texas 
in small numbers but the species was en- 
countered in large numbers there this spring. 
McKee reported an amazing 330 Willets in 
three flocks over L. Arrowhead, Clay, Apr. 

22. The first Texas Wandering Tattler was 
discovered by visiting British observers 
(?ph., BMi, MT) Apr. 23 along the Galve- 
ston Seawall where everyone knows "nothing 
ever shows up." The bird was regularly seen 
for a week, then sporadically reported until 
May 8, allowing many observers the oppor- 
tunity to see and photograph it for documen- 
tation before it "wandered" off. 

A number of observers called this spring 
the best for Upland Sandpipers that they had 
seen in years. Single Whimbrels at Village 
Cr., Apr. 12 (JWS, GK, EW) and Amarillo, 
Randall May 9 (KS) were rare records. Three 
Marbled Godwits at San Antonio Apr. 25 
(WS) were notable as was one at El Paso Apr. 
16 (BZ). Dunlins are rarely reported in the 
Panhandle and never in large numbers (fide 
KS); the 50 in breeding plumage seen in 
Cochran May 16 (DS) was truly an event of 
note. Moore twice reported nesting Am. 
Woodcocks in e. Texas in February. A hatch- 
ling was located Feb. 26 in SanJacinto and a 
nest with 4 eggs was found in Montgomery 
Feb. 27. There were a scattering of Red- 
necked Phalaropes in n.c. Texas and in the 
Trans-Pecos. A Red Phalarope was reported 
in Cochran May 17 (JC). 

JAEGERS TO SKIMMER 

A Parasitic Jaeger was at Bolivar Flats May 
16 through the period (tph., MK, BMi et 
al.). An ad. Laughing Gull at Midland Apr. 4 
(DHu, TP, FW) provided a first record for 
that area, while another in Lubbock Apr. 21 
(NH) furnished one of very few Panhandle 
area records (fide KS). Records of Little Gull 
continue to mount in Texas; this spring an 
adult was at Village Cr. Mar. 6-21 (tJWS, 
WP, ph., MP) and another (or the same?) was 
70 min. at the L. Texoma Dam Apr. 2 (KH). 
An imm. Black-legged Kittiwake was at the 
L. Livingston Dam Mar. 23-28 (•DW, LD, 
NB). Unusual Corn. Tern records this season 
included one at San Antonio Apr. 25 (WS), 
one at Waco May 8 (JMu), and one at k 
Tawakoni May 15 (RK). A Least Tern at 
Uvalde May 11 (ML, GL, WS) was appar- 
ently the first for that county. In spite of con- 
stant increase in habitat disturbance, Black 

Skimmers are still present in substantial 
numbers in Nuecesand Aransas (PP). 

DOVES TO SWIFTS 

Impressive numbers of Band-tailed Pigeons 
(250+) gorged themselves on mulberries on 
the Espy Ranch, Jeff Davis in late May (fide 
KB). The expansion of White-winged Doves 
continues to make news in many areas. A 
winter roost of some 3000 White-wingeds in 
s. Austin began to break up in March 
(T.A.S.). The species continues to push back 
the n. limits of its range with records this sea- 
son at Abilene in late March (fide LB), Edge- 
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wood, Van Zandt, Apr. 13-18 (RK), Lub- 
bock, May 8 (MR), Dallas, May 24 (BG), 
and L. Arrowhead, Clay, May 25-27 (J & 
DS, T & DMc). An Inca Dove at Wills Pt., 
Apr. 9 (RK) was a first for Van Zandt. Com- 
mon Ground-Doves seem to be on the in- 

crease in Lee (HB). The Ruddy Ground- 
Dove from Big Bend's Cottonwood Camp- 
ground was last seen May 5. A group of up to 
80 Green Parakeets was reported in McAllen 
during the season (m.ob.) with another eight 
seen at Laguna Atascosa Apr. 21 (fide TU). 
Red-crowned Parrots were at the usual 

L.R.G.V. locations while unexpected sight- 
ings occurred elsewhere: one Red-crowned 
was over Rockport Mar. 9 (CC), two were in 
Falfurrias Apr. 5 (AO), and two were at Lagu- 
naAtascosa May 2 (TU). 

A small flock of Red-crowned Parrots con- 

dnues to be resident in San Marcos and is 

being studied (AB). A Mangrove Cuckoo 
was photographed at Laguna Atascosa Apr. 
25 (tWW) for what will be the 6th Texas 
record. Out-of-place Groove-billed Anis in- 
duded one in the Hill Country in RealMay 
19 (BArm) and another well n. at Ft. Hood, 
Coryel• May 20 (JJ et aL). In the Davis 
Mountains two Northern Pygmy-Owls 
were heard May 20 (tJT). There is currently 
only one accepted record by the T.B.R.C. of 
this species in Texas but we suspect it is a rare 
visitor to the mountains in the Trans-Pecos. 

Explorations on the Norias continue to turn 
up unexpected numbers of Ferruginous 
Pygmy-Owls. Wauer tallied 38 at various 
sites there on a weekend in mid-March. 

Eight pairs of Elf Owls were at Bentsen by 
Mar. 24 (R & LG); several of the birds had 
wintered in the park. A Short-eared Owl in 
Walker Apr. 24-25 (DPa) was apparently a 
new county record while one May 2 at Vil- 
lage Cr. was very late (GK). Adding to the 
rare owl records from the Davis Mts. was a N. 

Saw-whet heard calling there May 18 (JGe, 
KB); one was photographed near this same 
location last June. ACom. Poorwill at Dallas 
Apr. 15 was unexpected (JG) while a calling 
Whip-poor-will near Elgin, Bastrop Mar. 11 
(BF) set a new early record for the Austin 
area. Several Chimney Swifts Mar. 16 in 
Greggin n.e. Texas (GLun) were early. 

HUMMINGBIRDS TO WOODPECKERS 

Hummingbirds in general were not showing 
up at feeders in the expected numbers. 
Palmer speculated that the wet season had 
provided such an abundant wild food source 
that the birds did not need the use of feeders. 

Buff-bellied Hummingbirds were regularly 
reported at Goose Island S.P., SantaAna, and 
elsewhere in s. Texas (m.ob.), while a Buff- 
bellled at Utley, Bastrop, Apr. 6-May 14 
(T.A.S.) provided a rare record for the Austin 
area. A Black-chinned Hummingbird Mar. 

14 in Rockport (CC) was early. The Nacog- 
doches Rufous Hummingbird mentioned in 
the winter report stayed until Mar. 22 (TRu 
fide DW). A Selasphorus (presumed to be a 
Rufous) was a very unusual spring find in the 
Davis Mountains May 18 (KB). The Lewis' 
Woodpecker from the Davis Mountains lin- 
gered until May 10 (fide KB). Another Lewis' 
visited Northeast Pk., Collin, Apr. 6-May 2 
providing one of only a handful of confirmed 

Gray Kingbird in Packery Channel Park, Corpus 
Christi, on May 25,1992. Third Texas record. 
Photograph/Chuck Sexton. 

records for n.c. Texas (•AV, JMc, JR, m.ob.). 
A Red-headed Woodpecker near Fabens, E1 
Paso, May 17-31 (BJ) provided the 2nd 
record for that county and the first in over a 
decade. Nearby utility poles revealed a well- 
stocked pecan cache as well as a cavity that 
the bird frequented. Zimmer speculates that 
the bird had probably been present some 
time prior to its May discovery. 

FLYCATCHERS TO SWALLOWS 

An Olive-sided Flycatcher was reported from 
Big Bend's Rio Grande Village on the incred- 
ibly early date of Mar. 27 (JO), almost a 
month ahead of its normal arrival dates in 

that region. A singing Greater Pewee was 
well-described from the high Davis Mrs. 
May 20 (•JT); there are only a handful of 
well-documented records of this species in 
Texas. Once again, explorations near Mc 
Livermore in the Davis Mts. found Gray Fly- 
catchers to be numerous; Bryan counted 14 
territorial birds there May 19. As many as 
seven Dusky-capped Flycatchers were 
singing in the Mt. Livermore area May 18-21 
(KB, JGe, JT) where two were photographed 
last June. The Brownsville Tropical King- 
birds apparently nested there for the 2nd 
time. The ad. birds showed up at their usual 

haunts May 28 (after a several week absence) 
with two fledglings in tow (BM). Other 
Tropical Kingbirds were reported near La 
Feria through the period and two were heard 
singing at Falfurrias Mar. 17-31 (AO). De- 
spite this flurry of reports in the past 18 
months, the species is still very rare in Texas 
and we request documentation for any re- 
port. Couch5 Kingbirds were reported to be 
in higher than normal numbers throughout 
their range. A bird identified as a Thick- 
billed Kingbird was studied in Galveston 
May 18 (•GC). If accepted by the T.B.R.C. 
this would represent an amazing e. Texas 
record. An unusual kingbird was initially 
spotted May 23 at Packery Channel County 
Pk., Nueces, and later identified by the Cook- 
sey's May 25 as a Gray Kingbird. The bird 
(3rd Texas record, and first since 1974) re- 
mained through June 1 and was seen and 
photographed by m.ob. Cave Swallows were 
nesting at Clint May 17 (JSp) for a first (but 
not unexpected) ElPaso nesting record. 

JAYS TO THRUSHES 

Green Jays are expanding their range and 
numbers in Nueces (fideJSw) and there were 
other reports in l•bb May 23 (BO). Up to 
20 Green Jays were seen in and around 
Tilden, McMullen, May 15 (AB). Two 
Brown Jays at San Ygnacio Apr. 16 (JA) were 
at the extreme n.w. limit of their present 
range in Texas. A pair of White-breasted 
Nuthatches, originally found during De- 
cember on the CBC, remained in Temple 
through the period and appeared to be terri- 
torial (C & JJ). Another White-breasted 
Nuthatch in Vega, Oldham, (RS) Apr. 28 
provided a new county record. Out-of-place 
Carolina Wrens induded one in the Davis 

Mts., Mar. 23 (KB), another at Big Bend's 
Rio Grande Village May 22-25 (MG, BP, 
TB) and a singing bird in Amarillo Mar. 8-26 
(KS). 

A pair of Black-tailed Gnatcatchers was 
found in Uvalde May 9 and later seen build- 
ing a nest (CC, PBy, m.ob.). Nesting of the 
species in that area was not previously 
known. Several pairs of territorial E. Blue- 
birds, presumed to be of the race episcopus 
(endemic to the Tamaulipan Biotic Province 
ofs. Texas and n.e. Mexico) were found on a 
private ranch in KenedyApr. 12 (JA). This is 
very encouraging as all colonies Arvin had 
previously known had been deserted for 
years and he had thought the race might have 
become extinct. Several Mt. Bluebirds were 

at LagunaAtascosaApr. 17 (fideTU), an un- 
expected location and date. Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes are rarely observed in n.c. Texas, so 
two netted at Plano Apr. 25 (AV) and anoth- 
er in ]ohmon May 10 (CE) provided note- 
worthy records. Two very early Swainsons 
Thrushes were carefully studied Mar. 14 near 
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Campbell, Hunt (MWh, PP), establishing 
the earliest ever n.c. Texas record. One or two 

Clay-colored Robins have been reported at 
Anzalduas sporadically since last summer. 
This season the two birds were regularly ob- 
served there through the period with the 
male heard singing on numerous occasions 
(m.ob.). Another Clay-colored Robin was at 
Zapata May 1 (PD- A 9 Varied Thrush with 
a slighdy deformed bill visited Davis Mrs. 
S.E, Mar. 8-27 (?JMu, KB). 

VIREOS, WARBLERS 

A pair of Bell's Vireos was observed carrying 
food May 7 just s. of Kingsville; two newly 
fledged young were found there May 10 (N 
& PP). Although the spedes historically 
nested in Kleberg, there have been no records 
of successful nesting there for over 10 years 
(PP). Other Coastal Bend records this season 
included birds in ReJ•gio, Brooks, Calhoun, 
and Jim Hogg (CC, AO, A & MC). The Pan- 
handle area, like the Coastal Bend, has expe- 
rienced a loss of Bell's Vireos in recent years. 
Records there this season included one in 

Amarillo Apr. 27 (RS) and another at Buffalo 
L., May 17 (KS). 

Black-capped Vireos were the subject of 
both glowing and dismal reports depending 
on the location. A Black-capped Vireo ar- 
rived early at San Antonio Mar. 19 (CB). The 
species apparendy experienced a poor season 
in and around Austin (m.ob.), but numbers 
of territories at Kickapoo was at an all-time 
high (ML, OC). Black-cappeds failed to be 
reported at several traditional n.c. Texas loca- 
tions, but one was found at a new site during 
May at Fossil Rim Wildlife Pk. in Somervell 
(fide CH). A c• Black-capped Vireo was seen 
carrying food May 25 in Mason (DF) near 
the site of an observation last year. Warbling 
Vireos were fairly numerous on Mt. Liver- 
more in late May with a high one-day count 
of eight; nesting was confirmed. Prior to 
1991, nesting by the species in that area was 
not well known. 

To the disappointment of many, the Yel- 
low-green Vireos that had nested for 3 years 
near the headquarters at Laguna Ataseosa 
failed to show up this year. As a consolation, 
however, Reiner discovered a singing Yellow- 
green Vireo at Webberville Paek just e. of 
Austin May 3. This cooperative bird re- 
mained on his territory through the season, 
providing the first-ever record for the Austin 
area (?m.ob.). Two separate Black-whiskered 
Vireos were reported from Packery Channel, 
Nueces, Apr. 15 (?C & WJ) and May 17 
(?AC); there are about 10 records of this 
species in the state. 

There were apparently no significant war- 
bler fallouts on the U.T.C. the entire season, 

but a good variety was reported "in fair num- 

bers" from that area (m.ob.). In contrast, 
Goose I. was the site for a whole succession of 

localized fallouts from Mar. 28 through May 
18, with Mdton report'rag from 10-19 
species of warblers on each of 15 dates. Total 
warbler species from that location for the sea- 
son was a remarkable 32, including Black- 
throated Gray Apr. 29 and MacGillivray's 
Apr. 19 (RM). Extremely rare for the Pan- 
handle was a Blue-winged Warbler in Lub- 
bock Apr. 26 (DS), while a Golden-winged 
Warbler Mar. 22 in Nueces (GS) was very 
early. A Tennessee Warbler in El Paso was the 
first there in 8 years OK), while one in Dallas 
May 31 was late (BG). 

Elsewhere, single Tennessee Warblers at 
Vega May 14 (RS) and at Buffalo L., May 26 
(NE, PT) provided rare Panhandle records. 
Orange-crowned Warblers were again con- 
firmed nesting in the high Davis Mountains 
May 25 (KB). Lucy's Warblers were again 
present at Big Bend's Cottonwood Camp- 
ground and were easy to find there by mid- 
April; they were also present upriver at Ft. 
Quitman, Hudspeth (fide BZ). Northern 
Parulas are seldom seen in the Panhandle; 

one at Palo Duro Canyon, Randall, Mar. 30 
(NE, ME, PT) was unexpected. Singing 
Tropical Parulas were more conspicuous 
than usual in s. Texas with two at Las Palo- 

mas WMA, Hidalgo, Mar. 21 (JI), one at 
Bentsen during March (R & LG et al.), four 
on the Norias Apr. 7 (BZ), two at the now-fa- 
mous "Sarita Rest Stop" from late March 
through the season (m.ob.), and one singing 
at SantaAnaMay31 (PW). 

A few Cape May Warblers were reported 
from coastal locations in April and May, but 
the most unexpected record of this species 
was one seen in Vega May 14 (RS) providing 
only the 5th record for the Panhandle area 
(fide KS). A Black-throated Blue Warbler 
Apr. 27 in Corpus Christi (AC, E & NA, GS) 
provided an unusual spring record, while a 
Black-throated Gray at El Paso Mar. 29 (BZ) 
furnished the first March record for that area. 

Single Townsend's Warblers at Packery 
Channel Apr. 13 (A & MC) and at Vega Apr. 
28 (RS) were noteworthy. Researchers work- 
ing with Golden-cheeked Warblers in the 
Austin area declared it was an excellent sea- 

son with the number of active territories ap- 
parently up from last year (fideDBo). Grace's 
Warblers, like last year, were abundant in the 
high Davis Mts. May 18-25 (KB). A singing 
Prairie Warbler at Big Bend's Grapevine 
Spring May 26 (?TB) provided a 2nd park 
record. A Palm Warbler in Dallas Apr. 25 
(CHofideWP) was a good find there, while 
two Blackpoll Warblers May 12 in 
Greenville, Hunt (JN), provided the first 
records in that location since 1948. Single 
Blackpolls in •rrant May 6 (JCi) and at L. 

After about half a dozen possible reports of Olive 
Warbler in Texas, this was the first fuily 
documented fur the state. Itwas photographed 
May 19,1992, in the Davis Mountains. 
Photograph/Kelly B. Bryan. 

Tawakoni, Rains, May 10 (RK, JN) fur- 
nished unusual area records. 

El Paso seemed to be a hotbed for eastern 

rarities with a Palm Warbler Apr. 29 (BZ), a 
Blackpoll May 3-4 (SW), and a Prothono- 
tary May 2 (M & PBin). Another unusual 
record of an eastern species in w. Texas was 
provided by a singing Worm-eating Warbler 
in Big Bend May 1-24 (m.ob.). A count of 23 
Cerulean Warblers at High I., Apr. 23 (DPe 
fide GDL) was a noteworthy total. Unex- 
pected MacGillivray's Warblers included in- 
dividuals on N. Padre I., Nueces, May 15 (AC 
et al.), and Rockport May 17 (CC). Else- 
where, one or two signing MacGillivray's 
Warblers in the Davis Mts. May 21 (JT, JGe) 
was unexpected. 

A Gra)k-crowned Yellowthroat was identi- 
fied May 8 on a private ranch near Arm- 
strong, Kenedy (?JT); the last documented 
record of this species in Texas was in 1989. A 
Hooded Warbler at Buffalo L., May 1 (KS) 
was a good find for the Panhandle. A pair of 
Painted Redstarts was found May 20 in the 
Davis Mountains (JT). Further investiga- 
tions by Trochet revealed a nest with four 
eggs thus providing the first nesting record 
for Texas outside of Big Bend (ph., KB). Still, 
the most exciting warbler news of the season 
has to be the discovery of a singing imm. c• 
Olive Warbler May 19 on Mt. Livermore in 
the Davis Mts. (? JGe, ph., KB). Bryan's pho- 
tos finally elevate the Olive Warbler into the 
ranks of the fully documented species in 
Texas. 
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TANAGERS TO FINCHES 

Single Scarlet Tanagers May 10 & 19 were 
first occurrences for l/an Zandt since 1970 

(RK). A W. Tanager at Webberville Pk, 
3avis, Apr. 27 (TVG) provided a rare record 
for Austin, while another in Waco May 12 
0Mu) was also unexpected. Black-headed 
Grosbeaks were scattered in small numbers 

across much ofc. and s. Texas but one May 2 
in Johnson (CE) supplied a first record there. 
Lazuli Buntings put on a good showing with 
six seen at Kickapoo Apr. 20-May 6 (ML). 
Other Lazuli Bunting records of note include 
a pair in Corpus Christi until Apr. 7 (GS) 
and another at Brownsville May 5 (BM). An 
Indigo Bunting at Austin's L. Long Mar. 17 
(AB) provided only the 2nd March record in 
that area. A Varied Bunting on N. Padre I., 
Nueces, Apr. 8-12 (ph., A & MC) was at an 
unexpected location; the species 'is a rare 
nester at Laguna Atascosa and other areas on 
the s. Texas coast, but rarely appears on the 
Coastal Bend. 

White-collared Seedeaters were present in 
small numbers all season at San Ygnacio. 
Cassin's Sparrows responded favorably to the 
wet conditions and were declared particular- 
ly abundant in several Trans-Pecos areas. 
Two Am. Tree Sparrows at Crosby, Harris, 
Mar. 7 (•'GDL) provided a first U.T.C. 
record and one of only a handful of reports s. 
of the Panhandle/High Plains/Red River cor- 
ridor (fide TG). At least two and possibly 
four Baird's Sparrows (including a singing 
bird!) were sighted along the JeffDavis/Pre- 
stdio line near Valentine Apr. 17 (•'JD). An- 
other Baird's Sparrow was photographed at 
San Antonio Apr. 29-May 1 (?WS) for the 
2nd record from that area. ALe Conte's Spar- 
row in Uvalde May 5 (E & SWi) was late, 
while a Fox Sparrow in NuecesMar. 3-6 (GS) 
provided an unusual Coastal Bend Record. 
Among the unusually large number of Har- 
ris' Sparrows on the U.T.C. this past winter 
were two that lingered in Harrisuntil May 12 
(ph., GDL) for a late area record. Another 
Harris' in Douglas, Nacogdoches, Apr. 12 
(CW) was also quite late. There were 20 re- 
ports of from 1-25 Bobolinks Apr. 29-May 
15 in various locations in the e. half of the 

state. A Hooded Oriole at Packery Channel, 
Nueces, Apr. 13-May 3 (A & MC, JD et al.) 
was at a somewhat unusual location for the 

species. Hooded Orioles 6ontinue to increase 
In numbers in the Kingsville area (PP) while 
several observers (FW et al.) thought their 
numbers in Big Bend were reduced from pre- 
vious years. Two pairs of Altamira Orioles 
were nesting in Jim lg•llsby the end of May 
(AO), 100 mi away from their normal range. 
Another Altamira was at an equally unlikely 
site, Artesia Wells, LaSalle, May 23 (BO). 
Nearly 100 House Finches were reported to 
be in Greenville, Hunt, by early March but 

their numbers thinned out to only a few 
birds by May ON). Nesting was confirmed 
for this species in Dallas for the first time 
Mar. 16 (KF). A pair of House Finches, rarely 
reported on the Coastal Bend, was probably 
on territory in Live Oak Mar. 17 (A & MC). 

Addendum: Many observers have visited the 
L. Tawakoni area in search of Smith's 

Longspurs. There have been some access 
changes there and persons considering a visit 
are advised to contact Richard Kinney, Box 
375, Edgewood, TX75117, (903) 896-4506 
for further information. 

Despite our confident proclamation in the 
last column that the Corpus Christi mango 
hummingbird had been identified as a 
Green-breasted Mango, further correspon- 
dence with various hummingbird experts 
suggests that specific identification of some 
immature Anthracothorax may not be possi- 
ble without a specimen in hand. Stay tuned. 
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IDAHO-WESTERN 
MONTANA REGION 
Thomas H. Rogers 

Weather for the spring period was unusually 
warm and dry nearlyeverywhere. A number 
of reporters remarked that the migration was 
early, even as much as a month. Some ob- 
served that nesting was also early. Early snow 
melt in the mountains indicated a hot, dry 
summer ahead. 

• W. Pa•. (Water•wl Production 
Area). 

LOONS TO WATERFOWL 

Two Yellow-billed Loons sighted on Coeur 
d'Alene L., Harrison, ID, Mar. 7 (DS) were 

again seen Mar. 16 (CV, WH). Three 
Horned Grebes were seen on Am. Falls Res., 

Power, ID, Apr. 11 (CT). Red-necked Grebe 
was in the Clearwater R. at Lewiston, ID, 

Apr. 27 (WH). An Am. White Pelican was at 
Lewiston, ID, Apr. 14 (LL) and another flew 
over Harrison May 7 (SIQ. Eleven were re- 
ported just n. of Somers, MT, May 18 and 
five were on the n. shore of Flathead L. just s. 
of there May 23 (DC). Small numbers of 
Double-crested Cormorants were seen 

around Kalispell, MT, on several occasions 
(DC). One of the species Apr. 26 at Salmon, 
ID, was the observer's 3rd there (HR). An 
Am. Bittern, rare in the Helena, MT, area, 

was found May 16, n.e. of the city (MV). On 
the Missouri R. at Craig, MT, a 
Green-backed Heron was sighted 
(PM). Ten White-faced Ibises ap- 
peared in Montana just n. of Yel- 
lowstone N. P. May 19 (MB). 

Trumpeter Swans were dispers- 
ing early from the "tri-state' win- 
tering area around Red Rock 
Lakes N.W.R., Lima, MT, by 
mid-March. The number of nest- 

ing pairs was up in the Centennial 
Valley of that refuge (KN). Far- 
ther w., in s. Idaho, many more 
were appearing as a result of trans- 
fers from the Red Rock Lakes area: 

ten, some with neck collars, were 

sighted at Mud Lake W.M.A., 
Hamer Mar. 28 and two pairs 
were seen on Springfield Bottoms 
near Springfield, ID, in late April 
(GT). The species appeared on 
Indian Creek Res., s.c. of Boise, 

ID (MC, FK), and at Dry Lakes s. 
ofNampa, ID (HL, NS), in May. 
In Montana three adults and one 

imm. bird were on a small pond 
south of Ronan May 2--a nearby 

homeowner said there were 14 there earlier. 

The imm. bird lingered until at least May 25 
Oqde DC). Collared birds were also reported 
at Metcalf N.W.R. Stevensville, MT (VV). 
McArthur W.M.A., Elmira, ID, had 14 

Snow Geese Apr. 29 (PC). Six Ross' Goose 
were noted at Ft. Boise W.M.A., Canyon, 
ID, Apr. 14 (DHJ). 

A well-described c• Garganey, apparently 
Idaho's 2nd, was observed at McArthur L., 
May 14 & 18 (PC, RB; WH, CV). Notable 
were a Eur. Wigcon at a Lewiston pond Mar. 
1 (C.B.); one at Benewah L., Kootenai, ID, 
Mar. 7 (DS), and three at Rose L., ID (PG). 
In Montana a male appeared at Blasdel 
W.P.A., n. of Somers, Mar. 21 (DC). Several 
males were found in s. Idaho: one at Me- 

Tucker I. in the Snake R., Apr. 11 (JT), one 
near Thornton May 3 (BH) and one at 
Camas N.W.R., Hamer in early April (fide 
CT). "The usual" records of the species were 
reported in the Missoula, MT, area (VV, DH 
et al.). A Greater Scaup appeared at 
McAr thur W.M.A. May 12 (WH, CV). 

VULTURES TO GALLINACEOUS BIRDS 

Several sightings of Turkey Vultures were ob- 
tained in Bonnerand Kootenai, ID, including 
a record early of Mar. 10 along Pend Oreille 
L. (MD). North Idaho also had early dates 
for Ospreys and one trapped had been band- 
ed 17 years earlier (DJ). The nest of the Bald 
Eagle pair at Kootenai N.W.R., Bonners 
Ferry, ID, was blown down, the two nesdings 
perished. The nest e. of Bonners Ferry had 
two young still in the nest at Mays end (JR). 
A pair at Red Rock Lakes was incubating by 

oKootenai NWR 
'::':•7 '-•:•.. '•Nat. Park •. 

5 •:(... Kalispell* 

mid-March with three young noted in it May 
27 (KN). A Swainsons Hawk near Clarkia, 
ID, May 3 was noteworthy (SW). 

Five Sage Grouse were found near Cam- 
bridge, ID, Apr. 2 (WH, CV). Twin Crags 
Mts., s. of Cataldo, yielded a Spruce Grouse 
sighting May 27 (SW). Gambel's Quail were 
again found e. of Salmon, ID--six Mar. 1 
(BH). 

RAILS TO TERNS 

A Virginia Rail was spotted along the Coeur 
d'Alene R., Kootenai, Apr. 7 (SW). A lone 
Whooping Crane, the same one that has 
summered at Red Rock Lakes the last three 

years, was present there May 14 and later 
(KN). A Sandhill Crane, believed to be nest- 

ing, was observed in the Blackfoot W. EA., 
n.e. ofMissoula, MT (CB). Four of the birds 
were near Cambridge Apr. 3 (WH, CV) and 
one was at Mann L., Lewiston Orchards, ID, 

Apr. 7 (JD). Three Black-bellied Plovers 
were sighted at Am. Falls Res., Apr. 25 
(CHT). A Snowy Plover was photographed 
at Mann L. May 24-25 (RG). Unusual were 
four Semipalmated Plovers at Indian Creek 
Res. May l (MC, FK). Black-necked Stilts, 
unreported in the Helena area since 1977, 
appeared in three localities there, three-14 
birds per locality (MV; GJ; JP, JE, CJ, JH, 
ST). A vagrant Willet appeared at Mann L., 
Apr. 25 (MK, CV), as did a Marbled Godwit 
there and in N. Lewiston the same day (C.B.) 
The Least Sandpiper was reported at Denton 
Slough, Pend Oreille L., n. ID, May 9 (GH et 
al.). McArthur L. had four to five Wilson's 
Phalampes May 14 & 23 (SS, C.D.A.S.) and 

one was in marshes near Catalto, 

[ID, May 30 (SS). 
Rose L. had three imm. Bona- 

partes Gulls May 9 (DS); one was 
identified at Salmon May 30 

, (LH). Mann L. hosted an adult 
and two immatures May 28 (MK). 
The Clearwater R. near Lewiston 

had a Forster's Tern Apr. 27 
(WH). Herring Gulls were seen at 
Black Canyon Res., east of Em- 
mett, ID, Mar. 21 (Me, FK). Rar- 
ities were two Caspian Terns re- 

Deer F a ,,/'Grays Lake' .. 

Snake FI American 

ported nesting at Freezeout L., s.e. 
of Choteau, MT (MS fide PT). 
Common Terns were again almost 
completely absent during May on 
the n. shore of Flathead L. at 

Somers, MT (DC). Arctic Terns 
were identified at Springfield Bot- 
toms Apr. 25 CT). 

PIGEONS TO WRENS 

A Band-tailed Pigeon stayed with 
domestic Rock Doves at a home 

near Coeur d'Alene for 2 weeks in 

mid-May (DF). Several Flammu- 
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Snowy Plover at Mann Lake, Lewiston, Idaho, on 
May 24,1992. Photograph/Russell Gebhart. 

lated Owls were heard on Scout Mt., s. of 
Pocatello, ID, May 12-13 (JT; CT). Barred 
Owls and young were heard at Killarney L., 
w. of Rose Lake (ES). A Great Gray Owl was 
viewed, and two others heard, in the Keuter- 

ville, ID, area Apr. 16 (WH, CV). Two N. 
Pygmy-Owls were tending a nest in a cotton- 
wood tree in Bitterroot N.E, Ravalli, MT, 
Mar. 21 (CB). A Boreal Owl was heard and 
seen on Sawtelle Peak, Fremont, ID, Apr. 10 
& 14 (BH, DM; CT) and another was heard 
near Grays L., Wayan, ID, in early April {fide 
CT). A Boreal and a N. Saw-whet owl were 
noted at Cooke City, MT, Mar. 4 (TM). A 
pair of Lewis' Woodpeckers was courting 
near the University of Idaho Field Station, 
Clark Fork May 9 (GH et al.) and a pair of 
Three-toed Woodpeckers was observed near 
Clarlda, ID, in May (SW). Nest excavating 
by Black-backed Woodpeckers was noted at 
St. Maries, ID, Apr. 12 (DS) and three of the 
species were observed s. of there May 17 
(PG). Three were also noted near Clarkia 
May 1-3 (SW). An Ash-throated Flycatcher 
was heard s. of Pocatello Apr. 19 (CT). A 
Blue Jay remained at Coeur d'Alene W.M.A. 
at least until Mar. 5 (DC). Unusual this far s. 
was a Boreal Chickadee at Clarkia May 27 
(SW). A Bewick's Wren was present into June 
at Benewah L., St. Maries, ID (DS). 

VIREOS TO FINCHES 

The Solitary Vireo, formedy common but 
now rare in the Fortinc, MT, area, was ob- 

served in May (WW). A breeding-plumaged 
• Yellow-rumped "Myrtle" Warbler was 
photographed at Boise, ID, Apr. 28 and May 

3 (MC, FK). Grizzly Gulch on the s. edge of 
Helena had a Townsend s Warbler May 9 (T 
& BB). The N. Waterthrush was reported for 
Red Rock Lakes May 12 for apparently a lati- 
long first (KN), and one was sighted at Mar- 
ket Lake W.M.A., Roberts, ID, May 5 (CT et 
al.) A singing c• Indigo Bunting on Panther 
Cr. 20 mi n.w. of Salmon, ID, made only the 
2nd record for the area (HR). Five Lark Spar- 
rows near Rathdrum, ID, May 21-28 were 
unusual (JB) as were a dozen at Salmon May 
24 (HR). Lark Buntings, erratic in the Hele- 
na area, were found (five to six) at Canyon 
Ferry Res. May 23 (CJ, SB,J E, JH) 

A Fox Sparrow was sighted at Clarkia May 
1 for the only report (SW). Two or three Lin- 
coins Sparrows were singing at W. Forks 
Lakes 20 mi n.w. of Challis, ID (HR). 
White-crowned Sparrows lingered at a 
Coeur d'Alene feeder to the end of the spring 
period and beyond (PG). A Harris' Sparrow 
frequented a Gardiner, MT, feeder Mar. 1 to 
Apr. 16 (JQ). Five Lapland Longspurs, some 
in breeding plumage, were sighted e. of Mud 
L.. Mar. 28 (CT etal.). Eight Corn. Grackles 
appeared at Moiese, MT, May 8 (TT), the 
species was reported to have been at Polson, 
MT, for several years (JRo) One was sighted 
in Boise May 12 (DT). A singing ad. d' Pur- 
ple Finch was observed Apr. 25 at Lucky Peak 
Dam s.c. of Boise (MC, FK). 

Co.tdb.tors: Jane Badraum, Tim & Beth 
Baker, (CB) Clifton Barry, Mike Becker, 
Rick Bogar, (C.B.) Canyon Birders, 
(C.D.A.S.) Coeur d'Alene Audubon Society, 
Dan Casey, Patrick Cole, Mark Collie, Judy 
Detwiler Mike Dixon, Janet Ellis, Dick 
Fuller, Russ Gebhart, Pain Gontz, Lucinda 

Haggas, Brad Hammond, Jim Hansen, 
(GH) Gertrude Hanson, Winnie Hepburn, 
Denver Holt, (GHO) George Holton, (DJ) 
Don Johnson, Cedron Jones, (DHJ) Dean 
H. Jones, Gayle Joslin, Florence Knoll, Mer- 
lene Koliner, Stan Kvern, Hilda Larson, 
Louise La voie, Terry McEneaney, Poody 
McLaughlin Dale Miller, Kenneth Nietham- 
mer, Jim Posewitz, Joyce Queckborner, (JR) 
Jimmie Reynolds, Hadley Roberts, (JRo) 
Jim Rogers, Ellen Scriven, Nettie Smoot, 
Shirley Sturts, Dan Svingen, Joel TinsIcy, 
Terry Toppins, Sara Toubman, Dave 
Trochlell, Charles Trost, Carole Vande Vo- 

orde, Mike Vashro, Virginia Vincent, Susan 
Weller, Winton Weydemeyer, Philip 
Wright.-- THOMAS H. ROGERS, 10820 
E. Maxwell, Spokane, WA 99206-4805. 

MOUNTAIN WEST 
REGION 
Hugh E. IOngery 

"This kind of spring is probably a mixed 
blessing," observed Janos. "Good for the 
birds and bad for the birders.' The season 

was "very early, very warm, very favorable for 
migrants.' Thus we birders will probably tell 
you that it was "a poor migration. • April and 
May had few cold fronts, and the dryness 
translated into the sixth year of drought in 
the northern half of the Mountain West. The 

exception--Las Vegas had much rain-- 
which evidently triggered nesting urges: 
Bell's Vireos stayed and sang instead of pass- 
ing through as usual, and birds which nest in 
native habitats--like Phainopepla, Ash- 
throated Flycatcher, and House Finch al- 
ready had good broods by May 31 (MC). 
Farther north some resident spedes respond- 
ed to warm weather by nesting two (or more) 
weeks early--House Finch and Song Spar- 
row in Logan, Utah and Pine Siskins in Jack- 
son, Wyoming. 

The seasons list of rarities includes two 

first state records (Glossy Ibis in Wyoming 
and Streak-backed Oriole in Nevada), three 
second state records (Laughing Gull and 
Blue-winged Warbler in Nevada, Garganey 
in Colorado), and a first nesting record, al- 
beit unsuccessful, of White-eyed Vireo in 
Colorado. 

Abbrevialio.s: LLBL (Longmont/Lyons/Bert- 
houd/Loveland area, CO, using Foothills 
Audubon Club records); B.B.S. (Breeding Bird 
Survey); E.S.G.S.L (East Shore, Great Salt 
L.); G.S.L. (GreatSaltL.); R.E. (RegionalEd- 
itor); 1st Lat (First latilong record [a latilong is 
outlined by one degree each of latitude and lon- 
gitude, and measures about 50 by 70 miles]); 
ph. (photograph on file with R.E.); ? (written 
description on file with R.E.); ?? (written de- 
scription on file with, and subject to approval 
of, state or local records committee). 

LOONS TO GREBES 

Pacific Loons stayed to May 9 at Las Vegas 
and one spent May 29-31 at Denver (JoR et 
al.). The Yellow-billed Loon which arrived at 
L. Mead, NV, in December stayed to May 9. 
Denver had a Red-necked Grebe Mar. 25 

(PH). The 30,000 Eared Grebes reported 
from Great Salt L., Apr. 14 (PP) may have 
been only a portion of the migrants there. In 
Wyoming observers found 2800 Eareds at 
Ocean L., Apr. 25 and 1100 at Goldeneye 
Res., Apr. 28. In Denver, D.EO. noted only 
18 W. Grebes; previous years' counts have 
ranged from 38-3628. 
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PELICANS TO IBISES 

American White Pelicans had a surprisingly 
high 9700 nests at Anaho N.W.R., NV, and 
Double-crested Cormorants had 1000 nests 

(LN, AJ). Cormorants swamped a Great 
Blue Heron nesting colony at Denver's Chat- 
field S.E; The Colo. Div. of Wildlife had to 

revise interpretive panels for its Watchable 
Wildlife viewing site to include cormorants 
as well as herons. At Stillwater Refuge, NV, 
Great Blue Herons, Great Egrets, and cor- 
morants began to recover from the popula- 
tion crash of 1988 (caused by the drastic re- 
duction in water area), but Cattle Egrets and 
White-faced Ibis may be declining now; they 
do not depend so heavily on wetlands (AJ, 
BH, LN). A surprising six Little Blue Herons 
visited Colorado--the state had 29 previous 
records. Two Yellow-crowned Night-Herons 
stopped at Ft. Collins, CO, an adult Mar. 8- 
Apr. 19, and a subadult Apr 27-28. An ap- 
parent Glossy Ibis, Wyoming's first, stayed 
with White-faced Ibis at Ocean L. near Lan- 

der, May 5-10 (WS). 

WATERFOWL 

One imm. Tundra Swan stayed at Sheridan, 
WY, from Mar. 13 to the end of May 
(B.H.A.S.). Photographs support Brants at 
Monte Vista N.W.R. Apr. 1 (-•JJR) and Pyra- 
mid L., NV, May 27 (BG), but two e. Col- 
orado reports lack documentation. The 2 
pairs of Wood Ducks at Sheldon N.W.R. 
gave that refuge in n.w. Nevada its first 
record (B&DS). At Boulder, CO, an 
amorous Garganey, Colorado s 2nd, courted 
a • Cinnamon Teal for 3 weeks as a c• Cin- 

namon gamely hung around, Mar. 21-Apr. 
10 (EA.C., '•AM). Colorado reported 4 Eur. 
Wigeons at Colorado City, Denver, and 
Boulder. At Soda L. 1500-3000 Lesser 

Seaups made that species Casper's most com- 
mon duck during migration. One to 3 Old- 
squaws stayed at Cheraw, CO, Mar. 1-Apr. 
15 (A.V.A.S.). 

RAPTORS 

Nelson reports that in its 3rd year, Denver's 
Hogback hawkwatch recorded 3340 rap- 
tors--a 47% increase from 2286 and 2250 

in the first 2 years. The totals included 614 
Turkey Vultures (almost twice the 1991 
count); 783 Accipiters (422 Coopers, 292 
Sharp-shinned), up from 595 last year; 920 
buteos (849 Red-taileds), up from 479 last 
year; and 844 falcons (660 kestrds, 15 pere- 
grines), up from 503. The Accipiter ratio has 
swung from 2:1, Sharp-shinned to Cooper's, 
in 1990 to the 40:60 ratio this year. The 30 
Broadwingeds outnumbered total regional 
ground observations, as they did last year. 
The watch also recorded 52 Ospreys and 45 
N. Harriers (57 in 1991, the only species to 
drop in numbers). Utah recorded its 3rd 
Black-shouldered Kite at Beaver Dam Wash 

Apr. 10 (W.A.S., -•AS ph.). At Casper, anoth- 
er Black-shouldered permitted a 15-minute 
observation Apr. 15 ('•J & VH)--Wyoming's 
6th record. The Mississippi Kite flew grace- 
fully around Corn Cr. station near Las Vegas 
for 5 minutes on May 16 Nevada's 4th or 
5th record. More Bald Eagles continue to 
initiate nesting in the Region; at several new 
sites nests failed (Loveland, Grand Jet., Car- 
bondale, CO) though at other sites success 
appears likely (e.g. 17 nests at Jackson, WY). 
San Juan Nat'l Forest biologists looked for 10 
N. Goshawk nests active in 1983 near 

Cortez; they found 5, none active (LB). 
Broad-winged Hawks were at Corn Cr., Apr. 
12 and 3 c. Wyoming sites Apr. 3-May 1. An 
unusual flock of 22 Golden Eagles migrated 

through interior Yellowstone 
N.P., Mar. 8 (TM). Although Am. 
Kestrel observations by EA.C. 
dropped to 139 from 212 last 
year, D.EO.'s 58 sightings fell in 
the middle of a 7-year range. A 
Merlin stopped at Sheldon 
N.W.R. Apr. 13 (B & DS). At 
Goldeneye Res. near Casper on 
Mar. 7 a Gyrfalcon made an un- 
successful pass at some Pintails (-•J 
& VH et al.). A (the?) Black Rail 
(possibly two) had returned by 
May 2 to the LaJunta, CO, marsh 
where it held a territory last year 
(VT, BP). A Corn. Moorhen 
popped into view at Eckert, CO, 
May 16 ('•JRG, 1st Lat). Two 
Sandhill Cranes flew over the 

Denver hawkwatch May 4. 

SHOREBIRDS 

The Lahontan Valley shorebird 
count posted the lowest numbers 

since 1988; the 42,633 compared with a 
range of 19,210 in 1988 to 119,200 in 1987. 
Top species counts were 22,884 peeps and 
13,875 Long-billed Dowitchers. Paton con- 
tinued his intensive censusing of Great Salt 
L. shorebirds; all unattributed Utah reports 
refer to his observations on the e. edge of the 
lake. Stillwater Ref. recorded the most Black- 

bellied Plovers--150 Apr. 20. They peaked 
at 100 at Layton, UT, May 9-11 and 32 at 
Lamar, CO, May 19 (DN). Single Lesser 
Golden-Plovers stopped at Boulder City, 
NV, Layton and Ogden, UT, and Casper, 
WY, Apr. 19-May 17. On Antelope I. in 
Great Salt L., B.A.S. found a Snowy Plover 
nest May 23-24. From their previous Lamar, 
CO, nest site, Piping Plovers moved W 50 
miles to Blue L. for a new nesting site on an 
island (DN). Mountain Plovers, rarely ob- 
served in the Great Basin, appeared at Boul- 
der City, NV, Mar. 25-28 ('•MC ph•-lst s. 
NV record since 1972) and Layton Mar. 31- 
Apr. 3, where the bird feasted on brine flies. 

Layton boasted 5000 Black-necked Stilts 
on May 17. Whimbrels inundated the Re- 
gion---over 70 in 3 states. Of Colorado's 39, 
Denver had the peak of 15 May 2 (DSc). In 
Utah the peak of 17 occurred at Layton May 
14. Wyoming had two, at Glendo and Jack- 
son. A Hudsonian Godwit stopped at Gree- 
ley May 13-18, but the Region reported 
fewer than 100 Marbled Godwits. Two Red 

Knots stopped at Cheraw, CO, Apr. 27 (C & 
PS). The 2 Ruddy Turnstones May 5 at 
Ogden reflect the new information about 
G.S.L. shorebirds; Paton's surveys have re- 
classified them from rare to regular migrants 
in small numbers. He also found on May 7 at 
Ogden an extraordinary flock of 7000 
Sanderlings--15 times the size of the largest 
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flock ever before reported in the Region (his 
450 last year). Rare in spring, Pectoral Sand- 
pipers appeared at Torrington, WYApr. 3 (J 
& VH), Longmont Apr. 25 (AM), and Cher- 
aw May 2 (5--DJ). Paton found 6 Dunlins 
along E.S.G.S.L. Extralimital Stilt Sand- 
pipers were 6-14 at Ogden May 11-12 and 9 
at Saguache, CO, May 19 (tRR). The 
E.S.G.S.L. had 15,000 Red-necked and 

10,000 Wilson's Phalaropes May 6-7. On 
May 28 a small flock of 35 phalaropes near 
Kit Carson included all 3 species, with the 
Red Phalarope (Colorado's 3rd spring 
record) a male in rusty alternate plumage 
(?HEK 1st Lat ph.). A Red Phalarope in 
basic plumage at Ogden May 30 provided 
Utah's first spring record (•PP, JD). 

JAEGERS TO TERNS 

Colorados 3rd Long-tailed Jaeger spent a 
brief time at Denver• Chatfield S.P. May 28- 
29 (JoR, •DSc). Nevada's 2nd Laughing 
Gull appeared May 31 at Las Vegas (•MC, 
tEW). Heerman's Gulls are becoming regu- 
lar at Reno; one was there Apr. 10 (•EK). 
California Gulls continue to burgeon. A 
colony on the s. shore of G.S.L. had 15,000 
birds, and Casper's Soda L. colony had 2700 
May 24 some already with young in nests. An 
apparent Glaucous-winged Gull (its field 
marks did not match the field guides perfect- 
ly), Colorado's 4th, spent March at Denver's 
Cherry Cr. Res. (•JoR, •LM). An exhaus- 
tive description documents Reno's first Glau- 
cous-winged May 3 (t•DBo, JT ph.). At 
G.S.L., 17 pairs of Caspian Terns built nests 
on the edge of the aforementioned California 
Gull colony. 

PIGEONS TO WOODPECKERS 

Sheldon N.W.R. had its first Band-tailed Pi- 

geon May 18 (•B & DSt), and Baca, CO, 
had its 2nd Apr. 22 (•JnlT). In May Logan 
found 3 small owl species--Flammulated, 
N. Pygmy, and N. Saw-whet (KA). Most of 
35 Great Horned Owl territories in the San 

Luis Val., CO, were occupied, but nesting 
was later because of snow and the coldest 

winter in 60 years. One owl "silently glided 
in and made a direct hit on Lis DeMoss, leav- 

ing 3-5 inch scars and tearing her T-shirt. I 
was a bit envious!" (J JR). Two to four Spot- 
ted Owls found n. of Penrose, CO, included 
one road kill and one active nest (DR, •TG). 
Short-eared Owl observations included suc- 

cessful nests at Jackson and Antelope I., an 
unsuccessful one at Stillwater, and one fly-by 
at the Denver hawkwatch Mar. 30. Rugged 
Colorado observers found four Boreal Owls 

near Steamboat Spgs.-•in the Flattops (lst 
Lat) and Mt. Zirkel Wilderness areas (DBr), 
five near Kremmling (NBa), and three in the 
S. San Juan Wilderness near Del Norte (J JR). 
Each of these observations involved night- 

Pacific Loon at Lake Mead, Nevada, on April 1, 
1992. Photograph/Maclan Cressman. 

time treks through rugged high mountain 
terrain and deep snow, and for one, a frosty 
snowmobile ride, or for the others, rigorous 
hikes on foot or snowshoe. 

A vocal Whip-poor-will spent the night of 
May 21-22 near Maybell in the n.w. Col- 
orado; Colorado's 9th, it sang the eastern 
song (tHEK, taped, 1st Lat). After a stormy 
week, Black Swifts spread out on May 28-30 
to the plains--at Denver and way out to 
Julesburg (•JTb). 

It's hard to imagine the pandemonium 
which must reign at Gifford's hummingbird 
feeders in Springdale, UT: at the peak on 
May 25 she had 600 Black-chinneds attend- 
ing 18 feeders. The Las Vegas area attracted 
about five Anna's Hummingbirds through 
May 11 (MC, PL), and one arrived Apr. 19 at 
Reno, where one has summered for the last 4 

years (DBo, JT, EK). An early Broad-tailed 
arrived at Glenwood Spgs., CO, Apr. 14 and 
Logan had its 6th spring Rufous on May 21 
(MD). 

Utahans found a new nesting area for 
Lewis' Woodpeckers in the Raft River Mts. 
in n.w. Utah where four birds worked a ri- 

parian zone May 29-30 (ES). A photograph 
documents Wyoming's first Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, May 7-9 at Cheyenne (tJC). A 
pair was nesting at Crook, CO, May 25 (DL). 
Others visited Colo. Spgs. and Pawnee Nat'l 
Grassland (A.A.S., KS). Western Colorado's 
3rd Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was at Paonia 
Mar. 29 (•JRG). The Redbreasted Sapsucker 
at Walker L., NV, Apr. 4 had strayed e. of its 
usual mountain haunts (?JW, JT ph.). 

PHOEBES TO PHAINOPEPLAS 

A pair of Black Phoebes began nesting at 
Beulah Apr. 28, close to 2 other Colorado 
nesting sites (AW). OfUtah's E. Kingbird re- 
ports, the westernmost came from Lucin 
May 17 (CK) but one also visited Las Vegas 
May 27 (MC ph.). Scissor-tailed Flycatchers 
strayed to Cheyenne May 16 (•J & GL 1st 
Lat), Pawnee Grassland, Elbert, and Canon 
City, CO. Five to seven Purple Martins occu- 
pied an old site near Dolores, CO, May 18 
(LB). LLBL reported 35 Red-breasted 
Nuthatches compared with three last spring; 
last winter's 75 observations contrasted with 

2 the previous winter. A singing but unmated 
Carolina Wren at Beulah, CO, has been pre- 
sent since 1991 (DS). Waves of 100-200 Mt. 
Bluebirds moved through Yellowstone Mar. 
24-Apr. 23. Crow Valley had a Graycheeked 
Thrush May 19-21 (tNE, WWB). Five 
Cedar Waxwings were at Escalante, UT, May 
16--an unusual desert location (JS). Phain- 
opeplas deserted s.w. Utah---no one found 
them at the usual sites: Zion, Springdale, and 
Beaver Dam Wash (SH, JG). 

VIREOS, WARBLERS 

The first Colorado White-eyed Vireo nest 
failed due to people- pressure. First found 
May 15 at Pawnee Grassland's Crow Valley 
Campground OH), the nest attracted flocks 
ofbirdwatchers who lugged not only binocu- 
lars but also tape recorders and cameras. The 
nest was 3 feet off the ground next to a conti- 
nously-used campsite. Zealous bird-watch- 
ers may not have caused the nest failure since 
Memorial Day weekend saw an estimated 
800 campers stream in and out of the camp- 
ground (BR, DL). As a green oasis in a sea of 
short-grass prairie, the campground acts as a 
magnet for birds and for people. The Forest 
Service needs to address the consequent con- 
flicts. So do the birders. 

Bell's Vireos were detected in 5 places in s. 
Nevada Apr. 8-May 28. A Solitary Vireo (W. 
coast race) was in Beaver Dam Mts., Apr. 19 
(AS). Colorado reported 4 Yellow-throated 
Vireos at Pueblo, Colo. Spgs., Crow Valley, 
and Chatfield S.P. (where one has main- 
tained a territory with no visible mate for 3-4 
years). 

Migrant warblers seemed scarce, probably 
due to good weather. On his May 16 bir- 
dathon in c. Nevada, Neel saw two Wilson's 

and no other warblers. Nesting warblers ar- 
rived on early dates at Eagle, CO. Logan re- 
ported a Black-throated Gray Apr. 29, very 
early. LLBL reported 117 of the most com- 
mon warbler, Yellow-rumped, down from 
305 last year. 

Crow Valley attracted a number of rare war- 
blers in May: two Golden-wingeds, two 
Chestnut-sideds, a Townsend's, a Palm, two 

Blackpolls, and one Kentucky (t*JoR 1st Lat). 
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Nevada's 2nd Blue-winged Warbler, 
singing and feeding actively, was at Lida May 
17 (gJBr). Las Vegas had 10 Lucy's Warblers 
May 9-11 (PL). Twelve N. Parulas included 
three at Corn Cr., 4 at Denver, one at Lyons, 
CO (DWK), and one at Ft. Morgan, CO 
OCR). Chestnut-sided Warblers stopped at 
Walsh (*JnlT) and Cortez, CO (*GF 1st 
Lat) and at the base of the LaSal Mts. near 
Moab, UT (gNB). Casper had a Black- 
throated Blue May 12-13 and 4 Black- 
throated Grays. Townsend's, unusual in Col- 
orado in spring, visited Cortez, Pueblo, and 
Longmont. Pueblo had a Yellow-throated 
Warbler, on territory from May 9t (tVT, 
MJ). Walsh, CO, had four Palms May 3-15 
0niT); other Palms were at Denver (early-- 
Apr. 3--tJMa) and Cheyenne. Wyoming 
had four Blackpolls, Colorado had seven. A 
good photo documents Nevada's 6th Worm- 
eating Warbler at Tonopah May 15-16 
(tJBr). Others were at Ft. Morgan and Ft. 
Collins. A N. Waterthrush was at Corn Cr. 

May 3-8. Reno's first Hooded Warbler sang 
in a city park May 21 (tEK, tAMu). 
Cheyenne had one May 6 (•JC) and one was 
at Kit Carson, CO, May 7. 

TANAGERS TO REDPOLLS 

Colorado reported 5 Summer Tanagers and 
one Scarlet Tanager, as well as one Hepatic at 
Pueblo (VT, BP 1st Lat). A N. Cardinal 
stopped briefly at McCoyApr. 27 for the first 
w. Colorado record (•ME). A B.B.S. route 
near La Junta, CO, turned up two Black- 
throated Sparrows (MJ). A Sage Sparrow 
stayed 2 days at Chatfield Mar. 10-11 
(ttJBH). 

Lark Buntings flooded Colorado and Utah. 
In their normal range, Colo. Slogs. tallied 777 
on May 16 the most common bird on the 
spring count (A-A-S.). LLBL reported 50 cf. 
19 last year. More unusual, to the west at 
Mack, CO, 35-40 pairs are nesting and several 
appeared at McCoy. A remarkable litany of 
Utah observations ranged geographically all 
the way from Hovenweep Nat'l Monument 
and Moab in the southwest to Logan, Morgan, 
and Antelope I. in the middle of G.S.L. Peak 
counts of 40 came from both the east and 

south sides of the lake. 

A Golden-crowned Sparrow was at La 
Junta Apr. 19 (•VT 1 st Lat). Yellowstone had 
a late Snow Bunting Mar. 19 (TH). A 9 
Bobolink was at Tonopah, NV, May 25 and a 
male there May 30 (•JBr ph). Eastern Mead- 
owlarks rarely are reported from our Region. 
Often, but not always, they tend to pick up 
the Western song, yet they still utter the Di- 
agnostic call note--an unfamiliar note to 
western bird-watchers. Two non-birding rel- 
atives of the Lawrences in s.c. Wyoming 
mentioned that their meadowlarks were be- 

having unusually: staying in the trees and 

singing the wrong song. The Herolds also 
heard a meadowlark with the eastern song in 
Guernsey, WY, as did Webb at Rocky Mt. 
Arsenal near Denver. Some could really be 
Easterns, but no one is quite sure. Four Rusty 
Blackbirds fed on a gravel bar at Gypsum, 
CO, Mar. 26-Apr. 3 (•JM 1st Lat). It al> 
peared that Great-tailed Grackles were not 
using most of their s.w. Utah nest sites (SH), 
although they continue to expand in the rest 
of the Region. A breeding report came from 
Kremmling, CO (NBa, 1st Lat); two oc- 
curred in Yerington, NV (•JW) and one in 

Red-bellied Woodpecker at Cheyenne, Wyomi.g, 
May 7-9, 1992. First state record. 
PhatograplVJerry Cairo. [MTW-3] pfiat 

Reno (MW). Northern (Baltimore) Otioles 
came to Corn Cr. (PL) and Cortez, CO 
(•AV). Described from Tonopah was a 
Streak-backed Oriole, a single-observer, first 
state record from a rest area which equals an 
oasis in the middle of a large desert valley 
(JBr). Red Crossbills burgconed around Car- 
son City, NV, with a high count of 230 May 
10 (JW). Singles were seen at L. Tahoe and 
Mt. Charleston. Jackson had "lots" nesting, 
and a handful of White-winged Crossbills 
included two juveniles. At Casper aand Yel- 
lowstone, lingering Com. Redpolls were pre- 
sent to Mar. 11 and Apr. 5. 

EXOTICS 

In mid-March the Red-backed Buzzard re- 

turned to Gunnison, CO, for the 4th year. 

0mirted: Undocumented records induding 
Great Black-backed Gull (Colorado), Barred 
Owl (Wyoming), and Prothonotary Warbler 
(Nevada). 
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Soc., Keith Archibald (15), Arkansas Val. 
Aud. Soc., Lu BainbAdge, Jay Banta, Norm 
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Walters, B. Webb, E. Wells, A. Whitfield, M. 
Williams, Vic Zerbi. HUGH E. KINGERY, 
869 Milwaukee Street, Denver CO 80206. 
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SOUTHWEST REGION 
Arizona 
Gary H. Rosenberg and 
David Stejskal 

After last fall and winter's excitement of Blue 

Mockingbird and the invasion ofEared Tro- 
gons, it was difficult to imagine topping ei- 
ther event, but this seasons invasion of 

Hame-colored Tanagers in southeastern Ari- 
zona came pretty close. After the wettest win- 
ter Arizona has had in recent memory, this 
Spring found the desert green and alive with 
sparrows, as was evident by Cassin's Sparrows 
being found west of their normal range in the 
state. Waterbirds from Mexico staged a mini- 
invasion with several Least Terns and the first 

spoonbill to wander our way since 1977. Sur- 
veys of the breeding densities of understory 
birds along the upper San Pedro River reveal 
that densities of species such as Common 
Yellowthroat, Yellow-breasted Chat, Song 
Sparrow, and Abert's Towhee have all in- 
creased exponentially since the removal of 
cattle four years ago. 

Abbreviations: A.B.C. (Arizona Bird Com- 
mittee); B.T.A. (Boyce Thompson Arboretum); 
L.C.R. (Lower Colorado River); P.A.P. (Pinal 
Air Park); S.P.1L (San Pedro River); S.T.P. 
(Sewage Treatment Plant); V.O.C. (Village of 
Oak Creek) 

LOONS THROUGH MERGANSERS 

ACom. Loon at P.R.D. May 23 (CBa) was a 
bit late for Arizona as most migrants seen in 
the state away from the L.C.R.V. occur from 
April to early May. The Horned Grebe that 
wintered at Fountain Hills n.e. of Phoenix 

was last seen Mar. 17 (SGa). Unprecedented 
for s.e. Arizona was the nesting of Eared 

Grebes at Willcox. Although this species 
passes through this area commonly during 
migration, it has never attemped nesting s. of 
the White Mountains region of n.e. Arizona. 
At least 14 active nests were located by mid- 
May (S. Levy, m.ob.) and they were present 
there throughout the period. Interestingly, 
an ad. Eared Grebe with three threequarter- 
grown juveniles were found on Gila Farms 
Pond s. of Phoenix May 31 (P. Sunby) estab- 
lishing the 2nd breeding site for this species 
in s. Arizona. Western Grebe appears to be 
more of a regular migrant in s.e. Arizona with 
scattered individuals reported anually in 
spring from various water areas. In contrast, 
the status of Clark's Grebe in s.e. Arizona is 

less clear as there have been very few records 
there since the two species were split. This 
spring three were at Picacho Reservoir May 
7, and one was at Ruthrauff Pond in Tucson 

May 8 (both P. & W. McQuarry). 
American White Pelican put in a good 

showing again this spring with numbers 
being seen statewide between mid-April and 
mid-May; most notable was a flock of 1200 
seen at Katherine's Landing, L. Mojave, April 
5 (TC, DT) representing what is probably 
the largest concentration of this species in 
the state in recent years. Unusual this early in 
the year was a single imm. Brown Pelican at 
Mittry L. near Yuma May 16 (TC, DT). A 
total of 16 Double-crested Cormorants in- 

cluding 5 nests were found at Scholtz L. near 
Prescott this spring (E. Morrali et al.) where 
this species has not been known to nest in the 
past. Nine individuals at Cow Springs L. 
near Kayenta, and two at Many Farms L. 
May 24 (both CL) is further evidence that 
this species is a regular spring visitor to lakes 
in the n.e. portion of the state. 

Both Great and Snowy egrets were seen 
nest-building at P.R.D. May 16 (TL, DT) 
representing what may very well be the first 
nesting evidence for Great Egret in Arizona 
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away from the Lower Colorado R., and only 
the 2nd nesting of Snowy Egret away from 
the L.C.R.V., the first being from Picacho 
Res. in July 1973. An ad. Litde Blue Heron 
was at Peck's L. May 24 (M. & L. Sogge, •-C. 
Van Cleve etal.), and an immature was along 
the upper S.P.R. May 18-20 (JWh); most of 
the probably fewer than 25 records for the 
state are from May or June. Catde Egrets 
were found in n.e. Arizona again this spring, 
with three this time at Black Mesa Apr. 24 
(CL); this species has proven to be a regular 
transient in small numbers in this portion of 
the state in recent years. The best heron 
found in the state this spring was the ad. Yel- 
low-crowned Night-Heron, only the 4th for 
the state, found at Picacho Res. May 31 0-P. 
& W. McQuarry). It is somewhat surprising 
that this species is not reported as frequently 
as Little Blue or Tricolored heron in the 

Southwest since all three breed as far north as 

central Sonora. Amazing was the first 
Roseate Spoonbill in the state since 1977 at 
the very unlikely locality of Deadhorse 
Ranch S. P., near Cottonwood, May 10-11 
(M. Castillo, ph. C. Raisanen eta/.); this 
species has only occured in Arizona in 6 of 
the past 50 years! 

A late Canada Goose was at Watson L. 

near Prescott May 28-29 (CT). Also very late 
for the state (perhaps providing the latest 
spring record fo Arizona) were two Snow 
Geese at L. Pleasant May 1 (B. Glenn). For 
the 4th spring in a row, Ross' Goose was 
found in n.e. Arizona; this year two were on 
Black Mesa Apr. 10 (CL). Wood Ducks again 
nested in the Prescott area this spring with a 
pair with six young found at Granite Creek 
Res. Apr. 29 (CT). More significant was a 
pair entering a rock crevice along the Gila R. 
below San Carlos Res. May 18 (TG); Wood 
Duck is known as a nesting species in Ari- 
zona only in the Prescott and Verde Valley 
areas. Late records of Wood Ducks in s. Ari- 

zona included one male in Tucson 

May 15 (W. Monroe), and 2-3 at 
Picacho Res. May 31 (GW, PH). 
Arizona's 3rd Garganey was found 
this spring, a male at Tucson Mar. 
21-29 (MS, ph. J. Hentz, m.ob.), 
adding to the growing number of 
spring records of this species in the 
West in recent years. The d' Eur. 
Wigeon that wintered in Scotts- 
dale was last seen Mar. 29 (JIB); an- 
other male was found at Black 

Mesa Mar. 17 (CL). At least three 
Redheads along with ten downy 
young were present at Picacho Res. 
May 31 (GW, PH); there are very 
few nesting records for s. Arizona, 
but nesting at Picscho Res. is not 
unprecedented. A very late 5? 
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Hooded Merganser remained at Kachina 
Village s. of Flagstaff until at least May 22 
(VG). Also very late was a single Red'breast- 
ed Merganser at ER.D. May 23 (CBa); most 
of the N migration of this species through 
Arizona occurs in April. 

RAPTORS THROUGH TERNS 

Reports of Black-shouldered Kites were nu- 
merous and widespread this spring from s. 
Arizona with no fewer than 13 individuals 

having been seen. It is unclear whether this 
represents a true increase in numbers of birds 
present, or just an increase in actual report- 
ing of sightings. A surprising three Broad' 
winged Hawks were reported with an adult 
near Willcox May 9 (•'GHR), one at Keams 
Canyon May 23-24 (•'CL, ph. JIB), and an 
immature near Cottonwood May 30 (CT); 
there are still fewer than 25 records for the 

state. Well north of its normal breeding 
range was an ad. Gray Hawk at Page Springs 
Apr. 18 (•'K. Wingert etal.); this represents a 
2nd local record. Legitimate "Harlan's" 
Hawks are rarely reported within the state, so 
one at Sahuarita Mar. 23-31 (LD) was note- 
worthy. A Crested Caracara was reported 
from n.w. of TucsonApr. 28 (B. Gerter), n.e. 
of its breeding range in Arizona. 

A Black-necked Stilt at Cow Springs L. 
Mar. 28 (CL) was early for this portion of the 
state, where this species is at best a very scarce 
migrant. Another rare migrant in n.e. Ari- 
zona was a Snowy Plover found at Kayenta 
May 20 (CL). Somewhat early for n. Arizona 
was a Long-billed Curlew at Petrified Forest 
N.E, Mar. 31 (V. Santucd). Always unusual 
in Arizona away from the L.C.R.V. were two 
Whimbrels at Gila Farm Pond Apr. 23 
(CBa), and another n. of Douglas May 21 
(JC, CBe). Willets appeared more abundant 
this spring than usual with good concentra- 
tions of 31 at Gila Farms Pond Apr. 25 
(SGa), and 34 at Black Mesa May 24 (CL). 
An unusually high spring concentration of 
migrating Lesser Yellowlegs appeared at 
Willcox with 35 there Apr. 20 (Wh), and 70 
there Apr. 22 (DK). An early Baird's Sand' 
piper was found at Cow Springs L., Apr. 1 
(CL); this species is a scarce spring migrant 
anywhere in the state. Late were six Red' 
necked Phalaropes at Gila Farms Pond May 
31 (PS); there are onlya handful of records of 
this species in Arizona extending into June. 

A well-described imm. Laughing Gull was 
at Willcox May 5 (•'LD); it is still perplexing 
that this species is as rare as it is in Arizona 
given its abundance in summer just over the 
California border at the Salton Sea. Thirty- 
two Franklins Gulls were reported statewide 
between Mar. 27 and May 27 (m.ob); after 
last years big incursion, numbers appeared 
to be about normal. For the 2nd year in a 
row, an imm. Mew Gull was found on the 

Colorado R., this year at Katherine Landing, 
L. Mojave, Mar. 31 (J. Elmberg etal.); there 
are still only 5 records for Arizona. Scattered 
reports of California Gulls were received 
mostly from n.e. Arizona with a high con- 
centration of 10 at Kayenta Mar. 28 (CL). 
The only report away from the northeast was 
of a single bird at Willcox May 23.(E. Van- 
derWerf). A Least Tern was seen at Picacho 

Res. May 9, 16, and 21, probably (but not 
definitely) representing the same individual 
(N. Boyajain, tMS et al.). Amazingly, two 
additional Least Term were found also on 

May 21, one at Gilbert (•'CBa), and the other 
at Sierra Vista S.T.E (JWh); there are still 
fewer than 20 records for this species in the 
state, very few of which are from spring. 

CUCKOOS THROUGH WOODPECKERS 

An early Yellow-billed Cuckoo was reported 
from Portal May 15 (W. & S. Spofford) pos- 
sibly representing a vagrant from the East, as 
opposed to an early arriving breeding bird. 
Seemingly out of place was a N. Pygmy-Owl 
along Sonoita Cr., Patagonia, Mar. 22 (S. 
Mlodinow); although this species breeds at 
similar elevations elsewhere in s.e. Arizona, 

this individual was found in atypical habitat. 
Rare as far east as the Chiricahua Mts., two 

Broad'billed Hummingbirds were found 
there, one in Whitetail Canyon Apr. 19 (fide 
DJ) and another at Portal May 4 (DJ); at least 
the Portal individual was seen throughout 
the period. The now-regular White-eared 
Hummingbird(s) at Ramsey Canyon was 
first seen this spring on the early date of Mar. 
10 (T. Wood). Two additional individuals 
were reported, one at White-tail Canyon at 
the end of May (C. Rau), and another in 
Madera Canyon May 30 (fide SGa). Still ex- 
tremely scarce in Arizona, particularly in the 
Chiricahua Mts., a Berylline Hummingbird 
remained at the Spoffords' feeders from May 
4 through the end of the period (G. Vickrey 
etal.;ph BZ, GHR). A (3 Lucifer Humming- 
bird, rarely seen in the Huachuca Mts., was 
at Ramsey Canyon May 2-9 (A. Grenon et 
al.). Two individual (3 Rufous Humming- 
birds were seen at Portal, one Apr. 10 (W & 
SSp) and the other Apr. 22 (DJ); this species 
is a sparse spring migrant in e. Arizona. 

The pair ofEared Trogons that unsuccess- 
fully nested in upper Ramsey Canyon over- 
wintered and was seen sporadically during 
the spring season by many lucky observers. 
Another individual was reported from the 
South Fork of Cave Cr. Canyon May 17 (fide 
DJ); it is likely that one or two overwintered 
as well in the Chiricahua Mountaim. Possi- 

bly as many as three pairs of Green Kingfish- 
ers were present along the upper S.ER. be- 
tween Fairbank and Hereford throughout 
the period (fide DK) and nesting again this 
year is highly suspected. A pair was seen in- 

vestigating a cavity along Sonoita Cr. s.w. of 
the Roadside Rest Area May 23 (GW, PH), 
and single individuals were seen both along 
Sonoita Cr. near Patagonia and at Nogales 
throughout the spring (m.ob.). 

Lewis' Woodpeckers that lingered into 
spring in s. Arizona included: one at Sun- 
flowerOr. 3-10 (SGa), one at Bylas Apr. 23 
(TC), one in the Santa Catalina Mts. Apr. 24 
(T. Lamb), and one until the end of May in 
Whitetail Canyon (D J). The Red-headed 
Woodpecker found near Continental during 
the fall was last observed May 10 (m.ob.). 
The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker that wintered 
at B.T.A. was last seen Mar. 7 (m.ob.). A late 
Red'naped Sapsucker was at Granite Reef 
Dam May 17 (SGa); most wintering individ- 
uals in s. Arizona leave by the end ofApril. A 
Downy Woodpecker reported from Rustler 
Park, Chiricahua Mts., May 2 (TC, CBa, BJ) 
was s. of its expected breeding range, and as 
there are very few extralimital records of this 
species in the state, farther sightings away 
from known nesting areas during the breed- 
ing season need to be substantiated further. 

1 

Arizona's first Roseate Spoonbill in fifteen years 
was this adult near Cottonwood on May 10, 
1992. Photograph/Carfie Raisanen. 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH VIREOS 

A Greater Pewee at Mt. Ord, n.e. of Phoenix, 
Mar. 30 (SGa), and another (or the same) 
there May 2 (L. Hatcher) added to the very 
few records of this species in the mountaim 
of Maricopa County. Three singing Willow 
Flycatchers found on the Verde R. near 
Clarkdale Apr. 29 through the end of the pe- 
riod (CT) were most likely breeding birds, as 
the birds that nest to the n. and pass through 
the state during migration don't normally 
begin to arrive in Arizona until mid'May. 
The status of Buff-breasted Flycatcher in the 
Chiricahua Mts. is still uncertain, but again 
this year, individuals were seen at Southwest- 
ern Research Station in Cave Creek Canyon 
Apr. 11 (m.ob.) and again May 12 (J. Asch- 
er), as well as at Rustler Park May 21 (DJ); it 
is likely that this species breeds in small num- 
bers in this range. Single Thick-billed King- 
birds were found in unlikely spots this spring 
with one at Florida Work Center n. of 

Madera Canyon May 13, and another at 
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Sasabe May 20 (both LD). 
Two pairs of Barn Swallows were seen in- 

vestigating nest sites near Globe May 27-28 
(TG) where not known to breed. Two pairs 
of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers nested for the first 
time at B.T.A. in early May (CT). An Am. 
Dipper was found far from its usual moun- 
tain haunts at Petrified Forest N.E Apr. 5 (V. 
Santucci). A late Townsend's Solitaire was 

seen at Rustler Park May 30 (fide DJ); there 
are very few spring records of this species 
after the end of May, and is not known to 
nest in Arizona s. of the White Mountains. 

Several W. Bluebirds were again found on 
Mt. Ord, Maricopa, Apr. 25-May 27 (SGa, 
BD, LH etal.), where this species was found 
breeding for the first time in 1991. A single 
Varied Thrash was reported from Rucker 
Canyon, Chiricahua Mts., Apr. 19-20 (J. 
Singen). The Gray Catbird that wintered 
successfully at B.T.A. was last seen Apr. 22 
(m.ob.). Interestingly, this individual was 
seen constructing a nest Apr. 5 (GW, PH) 
but no successful nesting was confirmed. 
The Blue Mockingbird that created havoc 
on private property along Sonoita Cr. during 
December and January was still visible from 
the road until at least Mar. 6 (JD). 

A White-eyed Vireo was at Mesa May 24 
(M. Moore) providing only a 10th record for 
the state. A non-singing Gray Vireo was seen 
along the upper S.ER. May 2 (GM, T. 
HueIs); this species is rarely seen in the state 
during migration away from proper breeding 
habitat. Two pair of Hutton• Vireos nested 
at B.T.A. (CT); this represents a local first 
nesting at an unusually low elevation for the 
state. 

WARBLERS THROUGH GRACKLES 

No fewer than eight N. Parulas were detected 
this spring , marking one of the strongest 
showings for this species in Arizona in recent 
memory. Records included one s.c. of Will- 
cox Apr. 25 (GW et al.), one at Granite 
Basin, Prescott, Apr. 27 through the end of 
the period (CT), two near California Gulch 
May 2 (CL, B. Jacobs, C. Hunter), two along 
Sonoita Cr. May 6-10 (KK etal.), one at the 
Roadside Rest Area s.w. of Patagonia May 14 
(GHR et al.), and one at Portal May 30 
(JBo). The Chestnut-sided Warbler that 
wintered along the Santa Cruz R. in Tucson 
was last seen Mar. 7 (JD etal.). Much rarer in 
the state during spring than in fall, a c3 
Black-throated Green Warbler was at Onion 

Saddle, Chiricahua Mts., May 2 (tTC). A 
Yellow-throated Warbler, a very scarce va- 
grant to the state, was at Portal May 9 (tJ. 
Reddall etal.). As usual, this spring produced 
an array of the "rare-but-regular" migrants; 
four Black-and-white Warblers, one Am. 
Redstart, and seven N. Waterthrushes were 

found statewide. A Prothonotary Warbler 

was reported from the upper S.ER. May 3 
(B. McKnight); this species is becoming al- 
most annual in occurence in the state. Three 

Worm-eating Warblers were found this sea- 
son, with one at S. Fork in Cave Cr. Canyon 
Apr. 18 (B. McKnigh0, one in Ramsey 
Canyon May 15 (•B. Grossi, T. Corduroy), 
and one in Scheelite Canyon May 27 (•A. 
Grenon). A singing (3' Ovenbird was heard 
briefly in a desert wash below Sabino Canyon 
in n.e. Tucson May 26 (WR). An out-of- 
place migrant Painted Redstart was seen near 
the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum w. of 

Tucson Mar. 11 (M. Ogren). Given the 
number of Hooded Warblers that turned up 
this spring in s. California, it is surprising 
that only one was reported from Arizona; a 
male was at Patagonia May 20-24 (J. Cooper 
et al.). 

One 6f•e avian highlights 0f•is spring was 
th• sudde• and uneXpecsed infl• 06 Flame- 
colored Tanagers into:s.e,/Arizona After an 
unconfirmed rumo•of one in lower Madera 

Chny• in late •arch; a fe•al•-•lumaged 
ifidivid• • iee• bifiefly •'d pho- 
t•phed highe? uffin Madera' Canøh Apr. 
la (*Lb, t. Johnfii. Nat, (im'm, 
mg-and ledge) was fouqd V,ey 

, was •een by numer9us 6bsvrvers th•0ug h th e 
;nd o•May. Amazingly, anothe; imm., male 
• fe•al• w•re locat6• fif •nothei site in 

Madera •anoh May 2•6 (*P. •W: Mc•uar- 
ry) an•ere•sb Seen thrOUgh the 6ndbœthe 
period... Additi6rially, an•Qth• gumor wa• re, 
Ceive• of •o•l{er male seen';for 2 days albng 
spnøita ½r,•h late• •ay, •ut .we have nog re- 
ceived any &•ls ønthis ;ighdng. There was 
onlyone previous Nor'th AmeriCan record n. 
bœM'exic0! fi male 'that pair•wi•h fi .9 W. 
Tanager ,in Ca•e Cr. cfinyon during the 
spring oœ 1985. 

Four. Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were found at 

scattered localities in Arizona this spring. 
North and east of its normal breeding range 
in s.c. Arizona, a pair of Varied Buntings 
along the Paradise Road near Portal May 27 
provided a local first record (DJ). A hybrid 
Rufous-sided X Green-tailed Towhee was 

found singing a mixed song at the top of Mt. 
Lemmon May 10 to the end of the period 
(LK, KK; ph. R. Bowers); this is particularly 
interesting given that Green-taileds are not 
known to nest s. of the White Mountain re- 

gion in Arizona. Details and photographs of 
this individual will be published elsewhere. 

Individual Harris' Sparrows were found at 
Black Mesa Apr. 24 (CL), and at Presoott 
Apr. 28 (•C. & D. Rollings, V. Miller). A 9 
Common Grackle was at the Spoffords' feed- 
ers in Portal Apr. 27 (SSp); there are only 
about 10 records in all for Arizona. 
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Coons (Flagstaff), Troy Corman, Bix Dema- 
ree, Louie Dombroski, Jon Dunn, Shawneen 
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(Portal), Dan Jones (DJo), Keun Kaufman, 
Lynn Kaufman, JeffKingery, Dave Krueper 
(Sierra Vista), Chuck LaRue (Kayenta), Paul 
Lehman, Ann McLucky, Virginia Miller, 
Gale Monson, Robert Morse, Robert Nor- 
ton, Will Russell, Peter Scott, John Spencer 
(Globe), Walter and Sally SpoilCord, Mark 
Stevenson, Paul Sunby, Rick Taylor, Carl S. 
Tomoff (Prescott), Deborah Treadway, Eric 
VanderWerf, Greet Warren, Jack Whetstone, 
Bob and Janet Witzeman (Phoenix), Barry 
Zimmer.--GARY H. ROSENBERG, 5441 
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DAVID STEJSKAL, 5755 E. River Rd., 
APT 703, Tucson, AZ85715. 

SOUTHWEST REGION 
New Mexico 
Sartor O. lliams lII 

The mild and moist conditions of the winter 

continued through the spring, with most 
areas experiencing above-normal tempera- 
tures and some receiving record predpita- 
tion. These conditions, which yielded high 
water levels in most streams and lakes and 

abundant production of cover and wild food, 
likely served to disperse birds more thinly 
over the countryside. Spring migration was 
generally unspectacular, although concerted 
efforts at several "hot spots" provided a nice 
sprinkling of rarities. 

Abbrevialkms: Bitter Lake (Bitter Lake Nat? 
Wildlift Refuge); Bosque Refuge ( Bosque del 
Apache Nat'l Wildlift Refuge); E.B.L. (Ele- 
phant Butte Lake); L.V.N.W.R. (Las lOgas 
Nat• Wildlift Refuge); R.G.N.C. (Rio Grande 
Nature Center, Albuquerque); R.G.V. (Rio 
Grande Valley); Zuni (Zuni Indian Reserva- 
tion). Place names in italics are counties. 
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LOONS TO WATERFOWL 

The well-documented Yellow-billed Loon at 
Conchas L. was last seen for certain Mar. 14 

(CR), while at least one Pacific Loon was pre- 
sent there until Apr. 20 (CR). Also at Con- 
chas L. were four Com. Loons Mar. 1 (JP, 
LG) to Apr. 20 (CR); other Commons were 
s•ngles at Storrie L., Apr. 28 (CR) and Bill 
Evans L. May 27-31 (RF, EL). Horned 
Grebes persisted at Conchas L. until Mar. 20 
(v.o.), with a high of 32 there Mar. 12 (LG); 
others included one-two at L.V.N.W.R., 
Mar. 12 & 22 (CR) and one at Holloman L., 
Apr. 26 (CS). A possible Red-necked Grebe 
was again reported at Conchas L., Mar. 7 
(LG, N. Cox), but verification of this species 
for the state remained elusive. Eared Grebes 

were widespread, with highs of 50 at Ft. 
Union Apr. 22 (JH, RD), 500 at 
L V.N.W.R., Apr. 25 (PI etal.), and 170 at 
Zuni May 2 (DC). Unusual were seven Am. 
White Pelicans at Red Rock Apr. 2 (AF) 
while late were one at Stinking L., Rio Arriba, 
May 8 (DS) and seven at Laguna Grande, 
Eddy, May 10 (SW). Neotropic Cormorants 
were scarce, with reports only from Bosque 
Refuge, where there was a high count of 10 
May 21 (RT, PB), plus one at L. Roberts, 
Grant, Mar. 25 & 31 (EL). 

Single Am. Bitterns were at San Marcial 
Apr. 19-20 (RD) and L. Roberts Mar. 25 
(EL). Little Blue Herons made a good show- 
•ng in the R.G.V. with one at Albuquerque 
May 15 (DL, RM), one-two at Bosque 
Refuge May 3 (BV) & 5 (RT, PES), and one 
at San Marcial Apr. 19-20 (RD). The high 
count for Cattle Egrets in the middle R.G.V. 
was 50 at San Antonio May 29 (GE); else- 
where, singles were at Mangas Springs (RF), 
Mesilla (DL), and Holloman L. (GE) in May 
while eight at Loving May 9 (SW, TJH) were 
the only ones reported from the Pecos Valley. 
Early were two White-faced Ibises at Bosque 
Refuge Mar. 7 (JP), where over 200 were pre- 
sent Apr. 20 (PRS); generally small numbers 
were seen elsewhere April-May. Wood Ducks 
were at 5 sites in the R.G.V. from Espafiola 
south to Percha Dam (v.o.); others were a 
pair near Canjilon Apr. 19 (DS), one at Zuni 
May 2 (DC), and one-two at Rattlesnake 
Springs March-May (v.o.). Unprecedented 
numbers of Greater Scaups were found, most 
notably at Conchas L. where there were 34 
Mar. 1 (JP, CS, ph. LG) and 14 still there 
Mar. 14 (CR) plus 22 at nearby Ute L., Mar. 
12 (LG, TH); others were one-two at 
LV.N.W.R. Mar. 12-Apr. 6 (CR), one at 
Bosque Refuge Apr. 4 (JP), and eight at 
E B.L., Mar. 17 (LG, TH). 

RAPTORS TO TERNS 

Migrant Ospreys were in all quadrants of the 
state, and induded an early one at L. Roberts 
Mar 31 (EL) and late ones near Vad•to May 

30 (JP, LG) and at Jornada May 23 (CS); 
noteworthy were four-seven on 3 Jicarilla 
Reservation lakes, Rio Arriba, Apr. 8-25 
(DS). A Black-shouldered Kite in the Ani- 
mas Valley Mar. 16 & 29 (AC, NMC) fur- 
nished the state's first report since 1989. A N. 
Goshawk in the Animas Mts. May 23 (AC, 
NMC, JP, LG) provided a local first. Unusual 
was an imm. Com. Black-Hawk at Deer Cr., 

Animas Mts., May 5 (AC, NMC), undoubt- 
edly attracted there by the year's wetter con- 
ditions. A Harris' Hawk near Red Rock Apr. 
18 (CS) was north of the usual range. The 
Harris' population in Hidalgo apparently 
suffered a set-back a nest with chicks was 

found suddenly empty in late April (RF) and 
no Harris' Hawks were found in their usual 

haunts during May (fide EL); in the south- 
east, however, the population reportedly was 
"bouncing back" after serious declines (SW). 
Rare in New Mexico, two Broad-winged 
Hawks, one an immature, were at Rat- 

tlesnake Springs Apr. 25-26 (CB, JP, LG). 
Easterly was a Zone-tailed Hawk nest in the 
Capitan Mts. Apr. 25 (SOW). 

A N. Bobwhite s. of Conchas L. May 8 
(CR) may represent a new locale for the 
species; however, one-two in Santa Fe (JH) 
and Las Cruces (GE) were almost certainly 
escapees. A c• Scaled X Gambel's Quail was 
paired with a •? Scaled w. of Antelope Wells 
Apr. 28-29 (AC, NMC). The only Com. 
Moorhens were two-four at San Marcial Apr. 
6 & 19-20 (RD). Late was a Sandhill Crane 
flying over Bosque Refuge Apr. 19 (BV). Two 
Black-bellied Plovers were at Bitter L. May 2 
(JP, AK, LG) and another was at Holloman 
L. May 22 (CS). Fifteen Snowy Plovers were 
n. of Bottomless Lakes S.P., Mar. 16 (JH, 
RD), where infrequently reported, and up to 
16 were at Holloman L. during May (CS, 
GE); at Laguna Grande, the earliest ones 
were seen Mar. 13, a nest was located Apr. 10, 
and 49 individuals were counted May 27 
(SW). Two Mr. Plovers near Santo Domingo 
Pueblo Apr. 14 (PES) and one in the s. Ani- 
mas Valley Mar. 14 (CS) were in areas where 
rarely seen in recent years. There were several 
Wilier reports, including highs of 14 at 
Bosque Refuge Apr. 15 (CB), about 20 at San 
Marcial Apr. 19-20 (RD), and nine at Bitter 
L. May 10 (CS). The only Upland Sand- 
pipers were two near Portales May 22 (CB, 
RM). Early and westerly were 18 Long-billed 
Curlews at Nutt Mar. 8 (E. Wootten fide 
CS). Rare in New Mexico, single Hudsonian 
Godwits were at Bitter L., Apr. 26 (JP, LG, 
CB) and Holloman L. May 31 (TF, fide CS). 
Marbled Godwits were seen at 5 locales Apr. 
15-26 (v.o.) and included a remarkable con- 
centration of 257 at Laguna Grande Apr. 19 
(SW). Other notable shorebirds induded 19 
Sanderlings at Bitter L. May 11 (JP, BP) plus 
one at Laguna Grande May 14 (SW), three 

well-documented Semipalmated Sandpipers 
at Bitter L. May 2 & 9 (JP, ph. AK, LG) plus 
others at Holloman L., Apr. 27 (CS) and La- 
guna Grande Apr. 19 (SW), and a White- 
rumped Sandpiper at Bitter L. May 2 (JP, 
LG, AK). Highs for Dunlins were eight at 
Bosque Refuge Mar. 21 (JP, AK) and two at 
Bitter L. May 9 (JP, BP). Also at Bitter L 
were 130 Stilt Sandpipers May 16 (JP, BP) 
Three possible Short-billed Dowitchers were 
among Long-billeds at Holloman L. May 3 
(LG) and a •? Red-necked Phalarope was 
with 10 Wilson's there May 29 (BZ). 

Notably early Franklin's Gulls were six at 
L.V.N.W.R., Mar. 22 (CR), while late were 
five at Wagon Mound May 29 (CR, LG) and 
two at Holloman L. May 29 (BZ). The Mew 
Gull previously reported at Conchas L. was 
last seen Mar. 12 (ph. LG). One-two Califor- 
nias were at Storrie L., Apr. 28 (CR) and 
Bosque Refuge Mar. 21 (JP, AK). A first-win- 
ter probable Thayer's Gull was at Bosque 
Refuge Mar. 8 (ph. LG), another was at 
E.B.L. Mar. 7 (SW) where one had been re- 
ported in Feb. Out of range, and early for the 
state, were two Least Terns at Hayden L., Rto 
Arriba, Apr. 25 (DS). 

DOVES TO WOODPECKERS 

One-two White-winged Doves returned to 
n. Albuquerque by Mar. 18 (BO) and up to 
six were in s. Albuquerque during the period, 
where two apparently wintered (AS); one- 
two were in Silver City by Apr. 16 (EL) 
Noteworthy was an Inca Dove w. of Ante- 
lope Wells May 20-22 (AC, NMC); else- 
where, maxima included one at Red Rock 

(RF), one at Silver City (EL), four at Socorro 
(JP, LG), one at T or C (DM), two at Mesilla 
(DL), and three at Carlsbad (JP). Early were 
single Yellow-billed Cuckoos at Cliff May 8 
(RF) and Rattlesnake Springs May 9 (SW, 
TJH). Northerly was a Greater Roadrunner 
near Horse Springs May 30 (DC). In Las 
Cruces, what was believed to be one pair of 
roadrunners produced four young in late 
March, then built a 2nd nest and produced 
seven young by late May (fide GE). Individu- 
al Boreal Owls were singing at 2 sites in n 
Rio Arriba Mar. 12 (DS); another, singing 
n.e. of Santa Fe Mar. 13 (DS), was 8 mis. of 
the previous southernmost record. A N. Saw- 
whet Owl was singing in the Mffnzano Mts 
May 19 (HS), where rarely reported. Com- 
mon Poorwills were heard in the Animas Val- 

ley on the early date of Mar. 15 (AC, NMC) 
Well northeast of the usual range were several 
Whip-poor-wills in the Gallinas Mrs. near 
Corona May 14 (HS). The only Chimney 
Swifts reported were singles at Las Vegas May 
24 (CR) and Carlsbad May 11 (JP, BP). A 
Magnificent Hummingbird was in the Pinos 
Altos Mts. May 26 (EL) and May 31 (BZ), 
where more-or-less regular in recent years, 
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up to eight were in the Animas Mts. May 23- 
24 (AC, NMC, JP, LG). Lucifer Humming- 
birds returned to Post Office Canyon, Pelon- 
clllo Mts., Apr. 4, where there were three- 
four pairs by the end of the period (RS). 
Highly unusual was a • Costds Humming- 
bird at Mangas Springs Mar. 24 (RF). Easter- 
ly Rufous Hummingbirds, rare spring mi- 
grants, were singles in the Sandia Mts. Apr. 
11 (DWM) and the Peloncillo Mts. Apr. 19 
& 26 (RS). Peripheral Lewis' Woodpeckers 
were singles in Union May 6 (J. Hall fide 
WC) and Glenwood Mar. 3 (B & DM) and 
Mar. 25 (SOW). Early was a probable 
Williamsods Sapsucker at Santa Fe Mar. 14 
(JH). Downy Woodpeckers at the southern 
fringe of their distribution were singles in the 
Burro Mts. Apr. 8 (RF), Pinos Altos Mts. 
May 2 (RF), and the Black Range May 30 
(BZ). 

FLYCATCHERS TO NUTHATCHES 

Among the several late migrant Olive-sided 
Flycatchers reported were two singing in the 
Organ Mts. May 30 (CB). Greater Pewees 
were at two Pinos Altos Mts. sites May 25 
(EL) & 31 (BZ); up to eight were in the Ani- 
mas Mts. May 23-24 (AC, NMC, JP, LB). 
Early was a W. Wood-Pewee at Mesilla Mar. 
7 (CS). One-two Willow Flycatchers were at 
3 sites at Zuni in May (DC), and a pair re- 
portedly was breeding on the Gila R. n. of 
Gila (fide RF). Two highly probably Least 
Flycatchers were at Boone's Draw May 12 
(JP, BP). Gray Flycatchers found singing in 
areas where seldom reported included eight 
in the San Francisco Mts. n. of Reserve Apr. 
29 (SOW), one in the Magdalena Mts. May 
16 (DWM), and two in the Capitan Mts. 
Apr. 26 (SOW). Westerly were two E. 
Phoebes at Percha Dam Mar. 18 (LG, TH). 
Early was a Brown-crested Flycatcher at San 
Simon Cienega Apr. 1-5 (RD) as were an 
Ash-throated Flycatcher in the Playas Valley 
Mar. 12 (AC, NMC) and Cassin's Kingbirds 
in the Animas Valley Mar. 25 (AC, NMC); 
fledgling Cassin's were in the Playas Valley as 
early as May 8 (AC, NMC). Eight E. King- 
birds were at Maxwell N.W.R. May 28 (CR, 
LG). Northerly was a Scissor-tailed Flycatch- 
er at Clayton Apr. 8 (WC) while westerly was 
one at SanAntonio May 25 (SOW). 
Purple Martins in areas where infrequently 
reported included two near Fence L. May 31 
(DC) and eight in the Animas Mts. May 24 
(AC, NMC, JP, LG). Early were two-three 
N. Rough-winged Swallows at Mesilla Mar. 
1 (TGfideCS); as was a single, along with an 
early Barn- Swallow, in the Animas Valley 
Mar. 13 (AC, NMC). Cave Swallow num- 
bers at Carlsbad Caverns N.P. peaked at 
about 3000 Apr. 14-May 1 (SW), which was 
typical of recent years. Westerly Blue Jays 
were singles near Montezuma, San Miguel, 

Apr. 3 (CR) and Percha Dam Apr. 5 (BV); in 
the east, numbers were reportedly increasing 
at Carlsbad (fide SW) and Hobbs (fide CL, 
BR). A small flock of Gray-breasted Jays near 
Pueblo Pk., Mar. 25 (SOW) was beyond the 
usual limit of the species' range. Moderate 
numbers of Pinyon Jays remained conspicu- 
ous in the west--south at least to Fence L. 

(DC), Horse Springs (DC), and Magdalena 
(DWM)--and in the north (v.o.), including 
at Santa Fe where there were fledged juve- 
niles May 2 & 24 OH). Periperal Am. Crows 
were at Conchas L., Mar. 14 (CR), Edge- 
wood Mar. 16 OH, RD), Cedarvale, 7br- 
rance, Mar. 15 (JH, RD), and Bear Canyon 
L., Grant, Mar. 25 & 31 (EL). Crows are now 
established as common nesters in the Albu- 

querque bosque (fide BW); in Grant, there 
were 4 nests near Cliff and another at Man- 

gas Springs (RF). Providing a caution to ob- 
servers who may casually identify Chi- 
huahuan and Com. Ravens on the basis of 

presumed habitat preference differences, this 
spring H. Schwarz and B. Willard found 
both species nesting on poles or towers in 
close proximity to each other in arid grass- 
land in Bernalillo. In grassland near Stanley, 
Santa Fe, Willard again found both species 
present and nesting on man-made struc- 
tures; he concluded that our understanding 
of the range ofcryptoleucus, in particular, was 
"limited by our collective inability to distin- 
guish it from corax." Noteworthy were five 
Black-capped Chickadees e. of Vadito May 
30 (JP, LG), as were one-three found singing 
at La Cueva and Chacon, both Mora, May 15 
(CR). A survey for Mexican Chickadees in 
the Animas Mts. in May located seven pairs 
(AC, NMC). In New Mexico, Bushtits rarely 
nest in lowland riparian areas, so noteworthy 
was a nest at R.G.N.C. May 9 (HS). Also in 
the lowlands was a Red-breasted Nuthatch at 

Percha Dam May 6 (DL, RM). 

WRENS TO VIREOS 

Northeasterly were six Cactus Wrens in the 
La Manga Cr. basin s. ofConchas L. May 31 
(CR), where first discovered in February. A 
Carolina Wren persisted in the Sandia Mts. 
at Cedar Crest, where singing Mar. 14 (JP) & 
17 (LG, TH), and another--or possibly the 
same one--was singing at Sandia Pk. May 
11-18 (P. Tallman); remarkable was yet an- 
other reported singing at Socorro Apr. 7 
(PB). A Sedge Wren at Bosque Refuge Mar. 6 
(JP) & 8 (LG, TH) may have wintered there. 
Several Marsh Wrens were singing at Stink- 
ing L. May 9 (DS), where nesting was first 
documented in 1991. American Dippers in 
areas where rarely reported included singles 
at Vadito May 30 (JP, LG) and Tres Ritos 
Mar. 17 (CR); an adult with a juvenile was at 
Coyote Cr., Mora, May 22 (CR). Notewor- 
thy were reports of E Bluebirds at Clayton 

(WC), Watrous May 29 (CR), s. of Conchas 
L., Apr. 4 & 20 (CR), and near Hobbs Mar 
28 (CL, BR); a pair with two juveniles was 
near Cliff May 9 (RF) while a pair that nested 
at Rattlesnake Springs (SW) was apparently 
the first to do so there in several years. West- 
ern Bluebirds nested successfully near Ft. Ba- 
yard (EL), at the southern edge of the usual 
New Mexico range; notable were eight in the 
Animas Mts. May 24 (AC, NMC). Late was 
a Townsend's Solitaire at Bosque Refuge Apr 
19 (BV). Very rare in New Mexico, a proba- 
ble Wood Thrush was at Pleasanton Apr. 21 
(M. Sumner fide B & DM) and another was 
reported without details near Clayton (WC 
et al.); there are only about a dozen previous 
reports, mostly in the fall, with fewer than 
five verified. 

A singing Gray Catbird was at Albu- 
querque May 17 (JP, BP); 18 were at Bosque 
Refuge May 5 (RT, PES), where considered 
an uncommon migrant. Early were seven 
Bendire's Thrashers on the San Agustin 
Plains Mar. 26 (SOW); in Hidalgo one was 
near Cotton City Apr. 21 (EL) and two s. of 
Hatchet Gap May 27 (SOW). Two-three 
Crissals were in Encino Canyon, Manzano 
Mts., Apr. 14 (HS), where not previously re- 
ported. Late Am. Pipits were singles at San- 
dia Crest May 31 (PES) and Rattlesnake 
Springs May 13 (JP). Easterly Cedar 
Waxwings were two at Conchas L. May 8 
(CR) and others at Hobbs through Apr. 12 
(CL, BR); moderate-to-large numbers lin- 
gered in the south into May, including 22 in 
the Animas Valley May 12 (AC, NMC) and 
330 at Rattlesnake Springs May 9 (SW, 
TJH). Northerly Phainopeplas were one at 
Alameda, Bernalillo, Mar. 26-28 (BO) and 
three near Socorro Mar. 3 (LG, TH). 

At least six Bell's Vireos were between Red 

Rock and Virden Apr. 18 (CS) and numbers 
were believed higher than usual at Rat- 
tlesnake Springs (fide SW); the only R.G.V 
report, however, was of one at Percha Dam 
May 6 (DL, RM). Five Gray Vireos were 
singing in Soledad Canyon, Organ Mts. May 
23-29 (CB) and one-two were in the 

Guadalupe Mts., Apr. 24 (SOW) and May 
14 (JP, BP). East of the usual range were sev- 
eral Hutton's Vireos in 2 Organ Mts 
canyons May 28-29 (CB), plus one in the s 
Guadalupe Mts. Apr. 25 (SOW). A well-de- 
scribed Yellow-throated Vireo was at Rat- 

tiesnake Springs May 15 (JP) and a Red-eyed 
was at Percha Dam May 30 (ph. BZ). 

WARBLERS TO FINCHES 

It was a productive season for rarer warblers, 
especially at well-birded migrant traps in the 
east. Among those reported with supporting 
details were a N. Parula at Water Canyon 
Apr. 17 (B. Morris) and a Chestnut-sided at 
Boone's Draw May 3 (CB, JB, RM) plus an 
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easterly Hermit there May 12 (JP, BP). Rat- 
tiesnake Springs produced a Blackburnian 
Apr.26 (CB, JP, LG), a Blackpoll. May 13 
(JP), a Yellow-throated Warbler May 13-14 
(GP, JP, BP), and a Magnolia May 14 (JP, 
BP). An easterly Grace's was at Bell L., Lea, 
May 10 (JP, BP) and Yellow-rumpeds, pre- 
sumably Audubon's, were reported as breed- 
•ng in the Animas Mts. (fide AC, NMC). 
Two Black-and-whites were at Rattlesnake 

Springs Apr. 25-26 (JP, CB, LG) and two 
were at Boone's Draw May 2 (JP, LG, AK) & 
11 (CB). A Worm-eating was at Percha Dam 
Apr. 17 (CB). Two Ovenbirds were found: 
one at Boone's Draw May 2 (JP, AK) and one 
s•nging at Albuquerque May 29 (DL, RM); 
N. Waterthrushes were at 9 sites, from Water 

Canyon and Percha Dam eastward, Apr. 27- 
May 15 (v.o.). A probable (3' Kentucky War- 
bler was at Roswell Apr. 29 (M. Peckin- 
paugh); single (3' Hoodeds were at Los Alam- 
os May 18 (C•. Jervis), near Melrose May 11 
(CB), at Water Canyon May 16 (DWM), 
and Rattlesnake Springs May 14 (JP, BP). 
The Gallinas Mts. provided a new, and 
northeasterly, locale for Red-faced Warbler, 
where one was singing May 8 (HS). Unusual 
was a Painted Redstart at a Socorro golf 
course Apr. 1 (PB). Olive Warblers were re- 
ported from 4 sites in the Pinos Altos Mts. 
and from another in the Black Range (fide 
RF); a female was feeding a juvenile in the 
Animas Mts. May 24 (LG, AC, NMC). 
Easterly was a Summer Tanager at Conchas 
L., Apr. 20 (CR). A Pyrrhuloxia in the 
Mescalero Sands e. of Roswell Mar. 16 (JH, 
RD) was north of the usual range. Westerly 
was a Rose-breasted Grosbeak singing at 
Mangas Springs May 27 (RF); eight others 
were reported farther east Apr. 27-May 16 
(v.o.). A Varied Bunting was at Walnut 
Canyon, Eddy, May9 & 17 (fide SW). Three 
Abert's Towbees were between Red Rock and 

Virden Apr. 18 (CS); three-four pairs were at 
San Simon Cienega Apr. 1-5 (RD). A Bot- 
teri's Sparrow singing in the Hachita Valley 
s of Hachita May 27 (SOW) furnished a 3rd 
locality for the state, the others being at 
Rodeo in 1977 and the Animas Valley in 
1991. Probably responding to plentiful 
moisture, singing Cassin's Sparrows were 
conspicuous in the southwest, with 22 near 
Columbus May 26 (SOW) and 51 between 
Lordsburg and Red Rock May 28 (SOW). A 
Field Sparrow was at Conchas L., Mar. 7 & 
12 (ph. LG), while at least three were at Wal- 
drop Pk., Chaves, Mar. 16 (JH, RD). Two- 
three migrant Sage Sparrows were w. of 
Roswell Mar. 15 OH, RD), where rarely re- 
ported. Noteworthy were 23 Savannah Spar- 
rows singing at Maxwell N.W.R., May 28 
(CR, LG) plus three at Black L., Colfax, May 
22 (CR); nesting is undocumented at both 
locales. Northwesterly and late was a White- 

throated Sparrow at Zum Apr. 29-May 4 
(DC). Single Golden-crowned Sparrows 
were at Santa Fe May 1 (D. Henderson fide 
CR) and Corrales Mar. 10 (SW). A survey 
found 27 Yellow-eyed Juncos in the Animas 
Mts. May 23-24 (AC, NMC, JP, LG), many 
of them apparently nesting in oak brush 
sprouted since the 1989 fire. 

Brewer's Blackbirds extended •heir breed- 
ing range to Grants, where nests were found 
in May (TH). Westerly was a probable Com. 
Grackle at Silver City May 25 (EL). Bronzed 
Cowbirds continued to be found with alarm- 

ing regularity in the south, including one- 
two at Deer Cr, Hidalgo (AC, NMC), Ft. Ba- 
yard (EL), T or C (DM), Las Cruces (GE), 
Dripping Springs (CB), and Carlsbad (JP, 
BP, GP). Unusual was a probable Orchard 
Oriole at Holloman L. May 31 (TF.fide CS) 
while northerly was a probable Hooded at 
Conchas L. May 8 (CR); a pair of Hoodeds 
that nested near Aquirre Springs, Organ 
Mts., Apr. 28-May 23 (H. Harrison, TGfide 
CS) provided a local first. Peripheral Scott's 
Orioles were one at Zuni May 24 (DC) and 
two near Newkirk May 31 (CR). The only 
Rosy Finches were about 150 near Tres Ritos 
Mar. 17 (CR). Two Pine Grosbeaks were 
near Holman, Mora, Mar. 17 (CR) and four 
were at the Santa Fe Ski Basin Apr. 12 (BV). 
Late were one-two Am. Goldfinches at Ft. 

Bayard May 22 & 25 (EL). Cassin's Finches 
were notably scarce, with the few reports 
confined to the Jemez, Sangre de Cristo, and 
Zuni areas (v.o.). Evening Grosbeaks also 
were scarce, with most reports confined to 
the Sangre de Cristo Mts. and adjacent areas, 
including up to 10 in Santa Fe March-May 
(JH, LH) and 33 n. of Pecos May 7 (CR); the 
only southerly report was of three at Aquirre 
Springs Apr. 26 (D. Ketchum.fideCS). 

•l observeis: Pat Basham, Charles Black, 

David Cleary, Wes Cook, Alan Craig, Narca 
Moore Craig, Robert Dickerman, Gordon 
Ewing, Ralph Fisher, Ted Floyd, Alton Ford, 
Tom Glenn, Larry Gorbet, Lois Herrmann, 
Tommy Joe Hines, John Hubbard, Tyler 
Huning, Pat Insley, Andy Kraynik, David 
Leal, Carol Levine, Eugene Lewis, Barbara & 
Daniel McKnight, David W. Mehlman, Ray 
Meyer, Doris Miller, Bruce Ostyn, Ben- 
jamine Parmeter, John Parmeter, Gary Park- 
er, Bob Russell, Christopher Rustay, Cather- 
ine Sandell, Robert Scholes, Hart Schwarz, 
Patricia R. Snider, Dale Stahlecker, Paul E. 
Steel, Alan Swain, Ross Teuber, Brad 

Vaughn, Steve West, Bill Willard, S.O. 
Williams, Barry Zimmer.-•SARTOR O. 
WILLIAMS III, New Mexico Department 
of Game and Fish, P.O. Box 25112, Santa 
Fe, New Mexico 87504. 

ALASKA REGION 
T. G. labish, Jr. and M. E. Isleib 

Spring 1992 was by all accounts bizarre, 
mostly uneventful, and interminably late 
With a few exceptions the weather picture 
was more interesting than bird migrations 
Since the Aleutian Low drifted, or perhaps 
stayed to the north of "normal," the typical 
spring pattern of anticyclones moving north- 
eastward across the Aleutians was disrupted 
for all of May. The Aleutian Low appears to 
have been centered in the GulfofAnadyr and 
west central Bering Sea. Migration was corre- 
spondingly slow and dull at traditionally ex- 
citing sites in the western Aleutians likely 
due to a persistent high pressure zone be- 
tween 35 o and 55 ø North Latitudes. Instead 

low pressure cells moved north along the 
western Bering Sea hugging the Kamchatka 
coast until they were drawn to the east in the 
Bering Straits vicinity. Normal spring storm 
patterns in the northern sections of the 
Bering Sea include 1-3 systems in a season 
This year, there were five low pressure cells •n 
May alone. To what extent weather and •ts 
impacts on migration were influenced by a 
developing strong El Nifio, or by the more 
northerly position of the Aleutian Low, can 
only be our conjecture. But the spring 1992 
weather trends dearly divided the State into 
three distinct zones. 

The winter season steadily faded into 
above-average warm temperatures and most- 
ly average snow pack statewide by April. The 
southern two-thirds of Southeast had an 

early, warm spring and apparently shared the 
unusually warm and storm-free conditions 
of the northern Pacific Coast region. Migra- 
tion into Southeast was early, heavy and 
unimpeded. Petersburg and Ketchikan ob- 
servers called the season 2-3 weeks early 
Record-early reports were obtained for nine 
passerine species at Mitkof Island where 
Walsh has one of the state's longer set of ar- 
rival records. The Southcoastal section north 

to the Alaska Range had a mixed season 
Most of the earlier arriving species were on 
time or early. But it was not until late May 
that good or even normal representative 
numbers of any species were recorded. Note- 
worthy along the north Gulf Coast were con- 
centrations of normally rare migrants which 
usually overtly the area. 

Portions of the state beyond the Alaska 
Range also began with the early arriving 
species on time, albeit in small numbers 
This trend ceased in early May and cold, 
often snowy and stormy conditions over- 
came a broad zone from the southern Bering 
Sea to Barrow and the Beaufort Sea, and 

south to the eastern Interior Entire popula- 
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tions of Arctic nesting shorebirds which had 
passed through traditional mid-migration 
staging points, went unrecorded between 
these sites and northern landfall areas at 
Nome and Kotzebue. With so few observers 

on Alaska's periphery and such a vast area, we 
had no idea where, for instance, thousands of 
Western and Semipalmated sandpipers or 
Dunlin were during mid-May. 

Spring was the latest in 44 years for Uhl 
near Kotzebue and unusual southwest winds 

kept spring birds from reaching Barrow near- 
ly two weeks beyond average. Seward Penin- 
sula arrivals for nearly all species, but espe- 
cially for those interior migrant fringillids, 
were at least two weeks late. Associated cold 
weather and new snow into the central Inte- 

rior, from Fairbanks to the Canada Border 
grossly retarded migration and threatened 
nesting activity and success for resident and 
early arriving passetines. Fourteen passe fine 
species were record-late in arriving in the Tok 
area. By the period's end the season had 
caught up to itsdf and warm, dry weather 
prevailed across the Region. 

LOONS TO RAPTORS 

Recent progress in identification of Arctic 
Loons has led to better understanding of the 
status of this species in the Region. A peak 
count of 28+ migrants at Gainbell June 4 
(WINGS) is the Regions highest. Arctic 
Loon was substantiated in the Aleutians 

from Attu I. where up to three were seen on 
salt water from mid-May to June 4 (*AT- 
TOUR). Although there are well-described 
reports from Adak I. in winter, and from 
Attu in spring, we had no previous photos or 
specimens. Three hundred Pacific Loons mi- 
grating past the point at Gambell June 4 
(WINGS) was an exceptional count and in- 
dicative of the late season. The season's only 

Pied-billed Grebe report came from Sitka 
April 26 (MLW). A record-high 616 W. 
Grebes were counted in the traditional stag- 
ing areas in Sumner Strait offMitkof I. April 
11 (PJ). The Ketchikan areas W. Grebe 
spring population peaked at 440 April 5 
(SCH). At least one Brandt's Cormorant, an 
immature, was located in s. Southeast, due 
south of Ketchikan March 4 (?SCH). There 
are several late winter records of this very rare 
summer visitor and breeder from the 
Ketchikan area. 

A well-described "Bewick's" Tundra Swan 

was reported from King Salmon April 16-17 
(?TAB, DAD, NAC). This form is often re- 
ported but rarely documented from the Re- 
gion and observers are reminded of the varia- 
tion in the configuration of yellow on the 
bills of Tundra Swans. Unusual for Southeast 

were two blue morph Snow Geese at the 
SergiefI. staging areaat the Stikine R. mouth 
April 27-May 4 (KB, RC, PJW). A group of 
26 Snow Geese on St. Lawrence I. near Gam- 

ball June 3 was extremely late; most Bering 
Strait Snow Geese move through by late 
May. Single Bean Geese appeared at Attu I. 
May 14-15 & 29 (ATTOUR) for the season's 
only report. Up to 12 Brant near Craig on the 
outer coast of Prince of Wales I., Mar. 18-20 

(SCH) were notable since the species is casu- 
al in Southeast in winter. Cinnamon Teal 

made a strong showing around the Stikine R. 
mouth-Wrangel area where up to six were 
counted April 28-May 10 (PJW, KB, RC, 
CAW). A drake Cinnamon Teal just south of 
Tok May 10-12 (?TJD) was only the Interi- 
or's 3rd record. Across the southern half of 

the Region in average numbers Eur. Wigeon 
were widespread as usual, with a peak of only 
25 at Buldir I. May 20 (ILJ). American 
Wigeon made a showing in the w. Aleutians, 
where casual, with two at Amchitka I., Mar. 

i 31 (AD),apairatAdakMay13-16 
! (ILJ, JW), and up to three at Attu 
"June 1-4 (ATTOUR). Indicative of 

the late season were concentrations 

• of King Eiders at St. Paul I. where 
flocks of up to 150 birds each were 
noted May 30-June 2 (FIELD 
GUIDES). Although good num- 
bers of King Eiders winter within 
the nearshore areas of the Pribilofs, 

most are gone by late Ma)• Lower 
Alaska Pen.'s first Spectaded Eider 
was a drake in Nelson Lagoon 
April 7 (CPD, CPZ). Barrows 
Goldeneyes were noted west of 
normal winter sites at Neison La- 

goon, two males April 25-28 OS, 
HS) and at Attu, one drake May 
25-June 4 (ATTOUR). What was 
probably a wintering pair of 
Smews was found at Amchitka 

Mar. 25-31 (AD). Migrant Smews 
appeared at Adak I. May 20 (TS, 

HB) and at Attu, a pair, May 13-14 (AT- 
TOUR). A pair of Ruddy Ducks arrived at 
Northway May 25 (TJD) where the species 
has been annual for 6 years. 

We received enticing descriptions of 
quickly glimpsed falcons, one each from 
Gainbell May 25 (?AK) and Prudhoe Bay 
May 23 (?EEB). The Gainbell bird was 
glimpsed hovering at the fog line and the de- 
scription pointed to Eur. Kestrel, although 
the observer was quick to equivocate the 
record. Any kestrel at St. Lawrence would be 
noteworthy. At Prudhoe, Burroughs de- 
scribed what sounded like a N. Hobby but he 
could not see the facial marks or the wing 
pattern. An additional Eur. Kestrel sighting 
came without details from Buldir I. where a 

female was reported May 24-26 (ILJ, FH). 
At this writing none of these reports had 
been verified. 

SHOREBIRDS TO PIGEONS 

Two Common Ringed Plovers were recorded 
early May 27-28 at Gainbell (ph. AK, PO) 
and at least one other was located there June 
5-6 (GHR, PH, JLD). Casual for spring pas- 
sage in the w. Aleutians were single Semipal- 
mated Plovers at Attu May 27 (ATTOUR), 
first in spring, and at Buldir June 6 (ILJ, JW). 
A pair of Eur. Dotterels was reported on the 
mountain above Gambell June 4, one was re- 
located there June 5 (JLD, AIO, and a pair 
was reported from the s. end of nearby Traut- 
man L. June 8 (JK, KZfideAIO. Also casual 
in the w. Aleutians, a lone Lesser Yellowlegs 
was seen periodically at Buldir May 17-24 
(TS, GT, HK, GVB). Record-early for the 
Region by over 2 weeks was a single Upland 
Sandpiper at Juneau's Mendenhall wedands 
May 6 (MS). Another was found in the same 
area May 23 (MWS). The species is most un- 
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Common Ringed Plover at Gambell, Alaska, on 
May 28,1992. PhotograplVAndy Kraynik. 

usual for SE where there are at most 4 previ- 
ous spring records. Apparently forced down 
and delayed by stormy cold weather in early 
May, Bristle-thighed Curlews appeared in 
small numbers on the n. side of the Alaska 

Pen. Record-early for the Region was a single 
near Port Heiden April 24 and small groups 
were regular May 2-20 (fideJS, ES, REG) at 
Nelson Lagoon. Bristle-thigheds are casual 
away from snowfree sections of their foothill 
breeding grounds where they typically arrive 
mid-May after long-distance flights from the 
Hawaiian Leeward Is. The species had previ- 
ously been unrecorded in spring from the 
Alaska Pen. A single Bristle-thighed Curlew 
was noted at Adak May 15-19 and two were 
together there on May 26 (TS, HK). Other 
Pacific Flyway migrant shorebirds were held 
up at various Gulf of Alaska coastal sites be- 
tween Kodiak and Juneau. Extraordinary 
counts of Lesser Golden-Plovers, Whim- 
brels, and Pectoral Sandpipers were made at 
these locations and numbers persisted for the 
period May 4-20+. 

We received excellent descriptions of a 
Long-billed Curlew from Sergief I. at the 
Stikine R. mouth May 4 ('•PJN, CAN). 
There is only one previous unsubstantiated 
report from the Region. This dry grassland 
nester breeds as close to SE Alaska as the 
Nechako Lowlands in c.s. British Columbia. 

The spring range of occurrence of Marbled 
Godwits at Kodiakwas expanded this season. 
Four there April 23 were record-early and 
one lingered to May 20, the latest by 2 days 
(RAM). A new local high of 56 birds was 
recorded within this period. A single Tem- 
minck's Stint appeared briefly at Gambell 
May 31 (ATTOUR) for the season's only re- 
port. In the Aleutians, Long-toed Stints were 
found from Attu, up to two May 14-June 2 
(ATTOUR); Buldir, three May 25-31 (ILJ, 
FH); east to Adak, where irregular, one May 
15 (ms, HK). One Long-toed Stint was well- 
&scribed from Gambell May 27 (tAK, PO). 
Although Long-toed Stint is reported nearly 

annually from St. Lawrence I., we have very 
few substantiated records. 

The Homer areas Slaty-backed Gull, first 
found in the winter, q.v., remained near the 
spit to April 12 (GCN). Most surprising 
was an ad. Red-legged Kitriwake off the 
point at Gambell June I (WINGS, tJLD 
& PH). This form is rare in the n. Bering 
Sea mostly as a post-breeding visitant 
after June. Equally surprising was a single 
Dovekie on the rocks at St. Paul's North- 

east Pt. May 31 (FIELD GUIDES). Dovekie 
is casual in the s. Bering Sea. Fourteen 
Band-tailed Pigeons on the s. side of 
Mitkof I. May 1 (PJW) was one of the 
Region's highest counts and record high for 
the island. A singing Corn. Cuckoo eased the 
identification of the season's only report, 
from Attu I. June 1-5 (ATTOUR). Another 
gray morph bird was also thought to be a 
Common there June 2. 

OWLS TO MUSCICAPIDS 

Northern Pygmy-Owls were seemingly ev- 
erywhere in s. SE this spring. More systemat- 
ic coverage of the road systems in the greater 
Ketchikan area, from Prince of Wales I. east 

to Behm Canal and Boca de Quadra, pro- 

Female Brewer's Blackbird at Ketchikan, Alaska, 
on April 5, 1992. Photograph/Steve Heinl. 

duced reports of up to six birds late March- 
April 22 (fideSCH). On Mitkof I. Walsh lo- 
cated a record high 16 birds March 19-May 
18 (PJW) including five April 7. Five differ- 
ent Barred Owls were heard at widely sepa- 
rate locales in s. SE from near Boca de 

Quadra north to the lower Unuk R., between 
March 11 and April 25+ (ph. SCH, JC). 
None were reliably reported from the Juneau 
area. Record-early for the Region by over 2 
weeks and as far as we know the earliest for 

the Aleutian Commander I. Axis, was a pair 
of Fork-tailed Swifts from Attu May 14 (AT- 
TOUR). This form remains casual in the 

Aleutians in spring and fall. A "whitring" mi- 
grant Emidonax found near Juneau May 28 
was convincingly identified by the observers 
as a Dusky Flycatcher (*JLD et al.). The 
"whit" call had eliminated all but Gray, 
Least, Dusky, or Willow while plumage and 
morphological characters clearly identified 
the bird as a Dusky. The only other Alaska 
records include a single in July on the NW 
coast and two spedmens from the Stikine R. 
in fall. Say's Phoebe is casual in spring from 
coastal sites so singles in Anchorage May 23 
(RLS) and n. of Juneau May 28 OLD eta/) 
were noteworthy. Say's Phoebe is probably a 
rare breeder in extreme n. SE. Migrant N. 
Rough-winged Swallows appeared near the 
mouths of SE mainland river systems where 
the species is found with some regularity in 
spring. One was on Douglas I. near Juneau 
May 29 (*JLD etal) and two were noted in a 
Tree Swallow flock on the mainland e. of 

Wrangell April 28 (*SCH). A wandering 
Cliff Swallow reached St. Paul I. in the Pri- 

bilofs June 1 (FIELD GUIDES) for one of 
few spring records there. 

Single Northwestern Crows were noted 
well north and inland of their habitual range, 
at the extreme limits of the coastal Sitka 

Spruce/W. Hemlock forest, at Girdwood 
April 20 (DMT) and up Eagle River valley 
April 21 (DD). There are 6 prior Upper 
Cook Inlet records. After a several year hia- 
tus, Red-breasted Flycatcher again reached 
the w. Aleutians. Two each were at Attu June 
1 (ATTOUR) and at Buldir June 3-4 (ILJ, 
JH, HK). Two Gray-spotted Flycatchers ap- 
peared at Attu after passage of a storm from 
the west, one each on June 1 and 5 (AT- 
TOUR). 

THRUSHES TO FRINGILLIDS 

Very convincing details of a Red-flanked 
Bluetail were submitted from the w. Alaska 
mainland, where an ad. male was described 

from the dunes at Hooper Bay May 22 
(DO). This represents the mainland's first 
record and the Region's first ad. male. Gibson 
and Kessel (Condor 94:454-467) outline the 
Region's 3 other records. A 9 plumaged 
Stonechat was found near Gambell June 4-5 
(ph. BJR, WINGS, AK et al.). Two of the 
previous 4 Alaska records have come from St. 
Lawrence I. at Gambell and all appeared be- 
tween June 4-6. Too late for a winter lingerer 
was the Mt. Bluebird at Sitka May 30 (MM 
fide MLH). There are very few records in SE 
away from the mainland. The season's only 
Eyebrowed Thrush report came from Buldir 
June 1-2 (ILJ, JH, HK etal.). Although fairly 
widespread on the Seward Pen., N. Shrike 
had never reached St. Lawrence I. This 

spring an imm. type was located near Gam- 
bell May 29 (AK, PO, BJR). Still casual in 
the Region, a late winter wandering Brewer's 
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Blackbird ended up at a Ketchikan feeder 
March 26-April 5 (JK, ph. SCH). 

Leftover Bramblings from the winter sea- 
son (q.v) included two at an Anchorage feed- 
er to at least April 17 (DR) and eight and 
three remained at a Kodiak feeder to April 13 
& 24 respectively (RAM). One Brambling at 
Adak April 5-20 and a 2nd there on the 21st 
were likely part of this overwintering phe- 
nomena. Passage Bramblings made an other- 
wise unimpressive showing in the Aleutians, 
where only two constituted the high count 
from Attu May 13 and June 3, and from 
Buldir May 18-20 (ILJ, FH). One Bram- 
bling reached Gambell May 31 (PH, 
WINGS). The early June weather break and 
associated storms brought a •? Com. 
Rosefinch to Kiska I. June 4 (GVB) for the 
seasons only report. Two Oriental Green- 
finches at Buldir May 18 (ILJ, FH) were sur- 
prising given the poor passefine showing in 
migration during May in the w. Aleutians. A 
neat flock of six Eurasian Bullfinches, five 
males and a female, stunned birders at Gam- 

bell May 29 (ph. BJR, WINGS). A different 
plumaged female thought to be a 7th indi- 
vidual lingered nearby May 30-June 3 
(GHR, ph. AK, JLD). Essentially all of the 
Region's May Bullfinch records are from St. 
Lawrence I. An Evening Grosbeak arrived at 
a Petersburg feeder April 3 and remained 
there through the 22nd (DC, KC, KB, PJ). 
Both crossbill spedes continued to be locally 
scarce or absent from throughout the Re- 
gion. 

Observers: ATTOUR (P.J. Baicich, D.D. 
Gibson, S.C. Heinl, M.E. Isleib, N.S. Proc- 
tor, G.B. Rosenband, R.L. Scher, D.W. Son- 
neborn et al.), E.E. Burroughs, Ta•. Burke, 
K. Burton, J. Canterbury, G. V. Byrd, R. 
Clair, Na•. Cook, D. Cornelius, K. Cor- 
nelius, C.E Dau, D.A. Dewhurst, D. Dolese, 

T.J. Doyle, J.L. Dunn, R.E. Fairall, FIELD 
GUIDES O- Arvin et al.), D.D. Gibson, 
R.E. Gill, S.C. Heinl, M. Hipfner, P. Holt, E 
Hunter, I.L. Jones, J. Kelly, H. Knechtel, J. 
Koerner, A. Kraynik, R.A. Macintosh, M. 
Mills, M. North, E Olsen, D. Ondich, D. 
Robbins, B.J. Rose, G. H. Rosenberg, R. L. 
Scher, J. Schmutz, M.H. Schwan, D.W. Son- 
neborn, H. Stabins, T. Staudt, G. Thomson, 
H. Trimmingham, D.M. Troy, W.R. Uhl, 
EJ. Walsh, M.L. Hard, Ca•. Helch, G.C. 
Hest, J. Willaims, WINGS (J.L. Dunn, E 
Hok, G.H. Rosenberg et al.), C.E Zeille- 
maker, K. Zimmer. Details (J'), specimens 
(*), and photographs (ph.) referenced are on 
file at Univ. of Alaska Museum.--T. G. TO- 

BISH, JR., 2510 Foraker Drive, Anchorage 
99517; M. E. ISLEIB, 9229 Emily Ha• 
Juneau 99801. 

BRmSH COLUMBIA/ 
YUKON REGION 
lack Bowling 

Record mild winter weather continued 

through the spring season, courtesy of one of 
the strongest El Nifio episodes in recorded 
history. A persistent ridge of high pressure off 
the coast produced a prevailing southwester- 
ly flow off the Pacific, with most of the mois- 
ture aimed at northern British Columbia and 

southern Yukon. The ridge weakened in 
May, which dropped temperatures back to 
normal in British Columbia and on to the 
cool side in Yukon. Two cold fronts, one in 

April and one in May were responsible for 
conspicuous groundings of migrants across 
the northern 2/3 of the Region. 

The spring migration reflected tempera- 
ture anomalies: March and early April ar- 
rivals were on the early side; those in late 
April and early May were close to normal; 
and most of May they were near or behind 
schedule. There were two salient features of 
the season: the westward shift of several inte- 

rior species to the coast; and a record-large 
flocks of several usually less numerous 
species that passed through the interior. A 
Hermit Warbler in Victoria, a Black-capped 
Chickadee on the Sunshine Coast, a Black- 

shouldered Kite in Victoria, and an amazing 
fallout of Lesser Golden-Plovers in the interi- 

or were some of the many notable records. 

LOONS THROUGH DUCKS 

A Pacific Loon at Kamloops Mar. 19 (SR) 
was the only inland report of this scarce inte- 
rior migrant. Yellow-billed Loons were noted 
twice in the interior, where casual, with one 

or two on Okanagan L. May 22 (MC), and 
one at Tranquille, Kamloops May 22 (SR). 
Coastal Yellow-billeds included an unaged 
bird which had overwintered off Victoria 

and was still present Mar. 14 (RS), and one 
immature off Campbell R., Apr. 6 (DI, MI et 
al.). A single W. Grebe was sighted at Daw- 
son Creek May12 (MP) for a rare local 
record. 

A flock of six Am. White Pelicans over 

Courtenay on e. Vancouver I. May 14 
(SMV) provided the 3rd spring record for 
the coast. A seabird survey of the Mandarte I. 
tiff faces off Sidney, n. of Victoria, May 12 
(DFF) tallied 1500 Double-cresteds, 900 
Pelagic Cormorants, and 480 Pigeon Guille- 
mots-new high numbers for the site. Two 
Double-crested Cormorants were on Grant 

I., Okanagan L., where casual, May 2 (CC, 
C.O.N.C.). 

An Am. Bittern caught out in the middle 
of a stubble hayfield at Giscome near Prince 

George May 19 (CA) attempted to elude de- 
tection by the time-honored "crouch and 
stretch" routine, a less than perfect camou- 
flage given the circumstances! A pair of 
Green-backed Herons was attempting to 
nest at a marsh in Courtenay for the 3rd year 
in a row (DVM). This is the most northerly 
known breeding location on Vancouver I. 

Trumpeter Swans with dyed rusty bodies and 
green neck-collars Witfi white letters and 
'numbers Were rioted from widel• scattered 
British œ01umbifi interior lakes alid rivers 
this seas0m Eleven in a fløCk of 61 Trumg 
peters arrived in Revelstoke'Mar. '9( DP, 
m;ob:) and stayed fo R a CouPle 0fweeks; ode ' 
near Smithe,s APr. 3 (EC5; • four on 
•aborL ne•PrjnCeGeorgeApr-7 (CA, H•, 
jB, My, m.ob.)i Thee eked swans welt 
tranSPlanted from sit es in Idaho and Mon- 
tana to Summer •ke, ORin 6rder to expand: 
ired diversify the overcr9wded wintering 
•areas/The large concenttations of swans had 
become dependent on grain handouts, pos- 
ing ahigh ri•k9•catastrophic 10ss from dis- 
ease• It will be interesting ro discover where 
these •irds •ummered-and to • which winter 
homethey.will.return. It should be noted 
that bœthe 2256 .swans•ounted in s:w. Yukofi 
April23 (HG, JW), m0st were Tundras. No 
mentio• made of col!are d Trumpeters: 

Wood Ducks continue to increase in 

number at the northern edge of their range at 
Prince George. Three or four pairs were 
noted in April and May in Cottonwood Is- 
land Pk. (DE, m.ob.), while several other 
birds were noted from surrounding backwa- 
ters. An extralimital Wood Duck pair was 
spotted in Dawson Creek May 12 (MP), the 
2nd record for n.e. British Columbia. A pair 
of Cinnamon Teal was found in the Dawson 

Creek area May 16 (MP) for a rare n.e. 
British Columbia record. A c• Eur. X Am. 

Wigeon was at Swan L., Vernon Apr. 15-24 
(CS, m. ob.). One Tufted Duck of unstated 
sex was with a mixed scaup flock at Es- 
quimalt Lagoon in Victoria most of March 
(RS). Three c• Harlequin Ducks, a rarely- 
seen Okanagan Valley migrant, brought a 
dash of color to Swan L., Vernon Apr. 24 
(CS). The opportunistic nature of feeding 
seabirds was confirmed when a mixed flock 

of 10,000 ducks and gulls staged a feeding 
frenzy on herring spawn offDenman I. in n. 
Georgia Strait Mar. 22 (BMS etaL) The flock 
induded 4000 Oldsquaw, 2000 each of 
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White-winged and Surf scoters, -:d•ii•, O•L. .•i • 
1,000 Greater Scaup, and 500 -" "?•"•'- YUKON !'•:..' ..•. NORTHWEST 

ganse• reposed from Dawson -'•?.. •t,, :•. -w•,•k• • 
Creek May 16 (NK, SK, LL, MP) .: •'•;: c•;•,/ .. 

and a sin•e • Red-b•asted at 

provided good reco•s of a sel- .',• dom-seen species in the c. and n. ). 
interior. ,:-BRI•SH •LUMBIA 

f• •nce Ru• . %.,-"•5. Dawson Creek • ..' 
"California Condor" fee&rig on a ß •/ • S•,hers ': • 
moose carcass 16 • e. of H=el- • "• 

out to be a Tumey V•turel This o• 
extends N the recorded limits of 

tNs species in British Colmbia by • f•f•i W ams Lake- :i:•:•3 ' . .... 

one degree oflatim•, and is surely • the best testament to the record- • '::': •i:}•.. •m0• 
warm winter in the Region. TMce u•h ..... ) v ...... ::: '•,: .. as many migrating %rkey Vul- '• .v• ' ' Crier00, rares were sighted from the Vi•o- '•o• ..•. 
ria area as last year, inclu•ng sev- • 
eral flocks of four to six birds 

(m.ob.). The high single-day count was 12 
over E. Sooke Pk. Apr. 4 (DA). Two were 
seen attempting to mate on the ground in N. 
Saanich in late May (RB). An unusual interi- 
or sighting of three birds was made near 
Upper Loon L., e. of Clinton May 26 (PJH). 
The eulachon run along the Skeena R. near 
Hazekon produced a tally of 343 Bald Eagles 
in early March, 2 weeks earlier than normal 
(NM). 

Two well-documented sightings were 
recorded of possibly the same ad. Black- 
shouldered Kite from the Victoria area Apr. 

Female Boreal Owl in a nest box at Rabbit Lake, 
Okanagan, British Columbia, on May 18,1992. 
Photograph/Richard J. Cannings. 

21 (?BB) and Apr. 26 (?D^). If accepted, 
this would be Vancouver I.'s first, and B.C.'s 
2nd, record of this beautiful species. After 3 
years of tantalizing, but unsatisfactory sight- 
ings of Broad-winged Hawks in the Prince 
George area, the controversy was finally laid 
to rest when an adult bird--seen both 

perched and in flight--was well-described 
from McMillan Regional Pk., just n. of town 
May 24 (DC, ?NK). 

The Victoria area had two rare sightings of 
Swainson's Hawk, the first of one light- 
morph bird May 9 (?BD, m. ob.) which was 
seen locally until May 15, and a 2nd unaged 
dark-morph May 31 (?BW). Two Swainson's 
Hawks were observed in the Revelstoke air- 

port area May 12 (GW, DW, m.ob.). This 
species is rare in the area. The Kootenay's first 
Ferruginous Hawk was photographed at a 
ground-squirrel colony near Nakusp May 9 
(ph. GSD). 

An unusual gathering of eight Golden Ea- 
gles was seen south of Kamloops Mar. 8 
(RRH). The s.e. Vancouver I. area recorded 
15 individual Peregrine Falcons this season, 
including one probable adult on Southey Pt., 
Saltspring I., the first seen in 20 years of bird- 
ing there by the observer (DFF). Interior 
Peregrine sighting• included one unaged bird 
at VanderhoofApr. 4 (NK, DR), one adult at 
McBride May 10 (CA, NK, ES), and one 
adult near Prince George diving at shorebirds 
May 19 (CA). Gyrfalcons lingered very late 
into the season with one or two around Vic- 

toria until Mar. 29 (BRG, RS), one at Vernon 
Apr. 3 (CS), and one unaged bird at Lac du 
Bois near KamloopsApr. 11 (BD). 

A census of the Wild Turkeys in- 
troduced at Armstrong n. of Ver- 
non in early May found the popu- 
lation perilously low, consisting 
only of three males and two fe- 
males (CS). A more vigorous pop- 
ulation exists in s.e. British 
Columbia near Creston. 

A Virginia Rail calling at a 
beaver pond w. of Hazelton May 
24 (MPF et al.) furnished the 2nd 
w.-c. British Columbia record. At 

least three calling Virginias were at 
Cranberry Marsh in Valemount 
May 29 (CA, JB, m. ob.). A Sora 
overwintered on Galiano I., off s.e. 
Vancouver I., for the first local 

winter record (ph. LM). 
The Sunshine Coast's first Sand- 

hill Crane overwintered successful- 

ly near Sechelt (m. ob.). Large mi- 
grating flocks of Sandhill Cranes in 
the interior included 2000 over 

Knutsford near Kamloops Apr. 12 
(RRH), 1000 over Quick Apr. 16 
(EC), and 1000 in a field near Telk- 
waApr. 20 (EC). One albino Sand- 

hill was at Telkwa May 6 (RP)--a gorgeous 
sight it must have been. 

Lesler Golden, Plovess ,migr•se N: •hrø•gh 
British Columbia in small nu•bc•/mosdy 
at night, stoPPing off at g/asSy•airpor•D(ons 
and farm fields during the dayto feed hnd 
rest for the next stage. In fact, s•ghtmgs of 
six birds or more are exceptional" (Campbell 
et al. in Birds of British Columbia, 1990)dlt 
was with disbelief then when girders in 
British Columbia and s. Yukon woke up in 
mid-May to find blusterynorth winds fr6• a 
cold front and plover flocks in unp?e•edehte 
ed numbers, May 10-22 in th• •. Yuko.n• 
flocks of "dozens's were common {BM,•fida, 
HG), and May i9-25 in th• c. interior of 
British Columbia flocks in the hundreds 

could be seen around the Prince Geogge and 
Smithers areas. The peak flock ih t]•e Prince 
George area numbered i90 i• the hayfields' 
•,e. of town May 24 (LL), while an astound• 
ing flock of 250-3OObirds was counted along 
Jollymere Rd, in Smithers May22 (EP), All. 
the birds •crutini• h• the P;inCe George 
area 'were•fthe d•minlca race. •e birds dis, 
appeared sh0rily after the løW•l'evel 
'swung back S..•Were the nrr/nal'mig•i6on ' 
rOUtes of thiõ 10w'elevati øn migrant •hifted 
W by th• anomalous weather? 
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One male and one 9 Black-necked Stilt 

were at the Nakusp sewage lagoons May 14 
(ph. GSD, MPa) for a first local record. There 
were numerous reports of Am. Avocet 
throughout its documented range in British 
Columbia including rare singles in Courte- 
nay May 14 (SMV etal.) and in Revelstoke 
May 1 (GW). Three avocets were seen in 
Cranberry Marsh, Valemount, May 12 
(BWi, CHi) for the first Robson Valley 
record. 

Two Wandering Tattlers were seen near 
Whitehorse, Yukon, May 20 and another 
May 27 (CE, PS). Three Upland Sandpipers 
were seen in s.w. Yukon May 21-30 (HG, CE 
etal.) A high count of 40 Whimbrel was seen 
on the Victoria Golf Course Apr. 30 (RS). 

Prince George documented its first 
Whimbrel at Tabor L., May 11 (?NK, ?CA, 
ELd, LL), and added another three at the air- 
port May 20 (ph. LL). A Long-billed Curlew 
at Torino from Apr. 30-May 2 (AD) provided 
a probable 2nd local record, while one at 
Bear L., 80 km n. of Prince George, May 5-8 
(RK) furnished the local checklist areas 2nd 
record. Hudsonian Godwits made a big 
splash in various places. One ad. male was at 
the Shelley sewage lagoons in Prince George 
May 12 (ph. ?NK, ph. ?LL) for a first local 
record and only the 2nd for the c. interior. 
Southern Yukon records included 12 Hudso- 

roans near Carcross in s. Yukon May 18 (CE, 
PS), singles near Marsh L., May 28 & 31 
(CE, JH, PS), and one at McClintock Bay 
May 31 (DRu). A high number of Marbled 
Godwits frequented the w. shores of Vancou- 
ver I. this past winter and spring, six still lin- 
gered at Torino Apr. 30 (AD). 

Semipalmated Sandpipers are casual 
spring migrants in the s. interior of British 
Columbia with only one seen at Nicola L., s. 
of Kamloops, May 17 (SC, DK). However, 
this species is one of the more common peeps 
in the Prince George area. Flocks of 100 
Semipalmateds were seen on Tabor L., May 
18 (CA), and another 100 on the fields of 
G•scome e. of Prince George May 19 (CA). 
Relatively large numbers of Pectoral Sand- 
p•pers moved out to the coast this spring. 
H•gh counts for the e. coast of Vancouver I. 
included 54 in Courtenay May 22 (DVM, 
PSm) and 45 in Saanich May 25 (RS). Mi- 
grating Pectorals on the other side of Georgia 
Strait along the Sunshine Coast also passed 
through in big numbers: 18 on May 13, 21 
on May 14, and five May 17 (TG). There 
were no reports of Rock Sandpiper from the 
V•ctoria area where usually there is a small in- 
flux. There has been a downturn in this 

species in recent years. Of only spotty occur- 
rence in the interior during the spring, sever- 
al breeding plumaged Dunlin were spotted 
with one adult at Kelowna in mid-May (CC) 
and three at Tabor L, Prince George May 18 

(CA). About 5000 total Long-billed and 
Short-billed Dowitchers were at Torino May 
2 (AD), much higher numbers than usual. 
One Wilson's Phalarope was at Sechelt May 
25 (AS) for the first Sunshine Coast record. 
Rare on s.e. Vancouver I., one ad. • Red- 

necked Phalarope was in Duncan May 10 
(BRG), and one unsexed bird was in Saanich 
May 11 (DFF). 

JAEGERS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRD• 

An unheard-of inland sighting of three light- 
morph Parasitic Jaegers was made at Marsh 
L., s. Yukon May28 (CE, JH, PS etal.) One 
ad. Thayer's Gull was well-described from 
the Dawson Creek garbage dump Apr. 24 
(MP) for the 2nd or 3rd Peace R. record. 
Very rare transients in the s. interior, two 
Franklin's Gulls were seen at Kelowna Apr. 
27 (CC, DB), and another adult at Swan L., 
Vernon May 2 (?PR, ?CS). The Peace R. 
population of Franklin's Gulls continues the 
increase first noted in the mid-1980s. Mark 

Phinney saw the first in the Dawson Creek 
area Apr. 4; by May 1 there were about 300; 
by May 12 "thousands" were in evidence; 
and by the end of May numbers were declin- 
ing. This follows the same chronology since 
the boom began, but with double the num- 
ber of birds. A record concentration of 

30,000•i;0,000 Bonaparte's Gulls was spot- 
ted off Saturna I. in the s. Georgia Strait in 
early April (fide DFF), apparently feeding on 
migrating herring. The previous record was 
of 20,000 birds off Victoria Nov. 9, 1983. A 

vagrant ad. Ring-billed Gull showed up near 
Whitehorse, Yukon, May 30 (DRu, KRu) for 
perhaps the first local record and one of the 
few for the territory. The Whitehorse dump 
attracted a few rare gulls, including Yukon's 
first Western Gull May 12 (ph. CE). Also at 
the dump were one first-winter Glaucous- 
winged Gull May 12, and one adult and one 
first-year bird May 31 (CE, PS). The appear- 
ance of this species was no surprise given the 
prevailing SW winds. Holdovers from the 
fall invasion of Glaucous-wingeds in the 
Okanagan Valley included one immature at 
Okanagan Landing Apr. 5 (CS) and two 
adults at the nearby Ring-billed Gull colony 
on Grant I., May 2 (CC). Caspian Terns are 
unpredictable vagrants to the interior, thus 
two near Osoyoos May 17 (CS, m.ob.) and 
five at Tranquille, Kamloops L., May 24 
(RRH, SR) were noteworthy. 

Barn Owls were reported from Gang 
Ranch on the e. Chilcotin plateau for the 
2nd year in a row this spring (fide AR), the 
province's most northerly suspected breed- 
ing location. Encouraging reports of Barn 
Owls from e. Vancouver I. include the fol- 

lowing: one pair with 4 eggs at Courtenay 
Mar. 23 (JBi, DI, MI ); another pair with 
three young In Sadtach May 6 (DFF, KS), 

and a release of four rehabditated young in 
Saanich in April which was reported in the 
local newspaper. Northern Hawk Owls are 
local breeders at higher elevations of the s. in- 
terior of British Columbia. A bird seen at 

Golden in the s. Rocky Mt. Trench Mar. 6 
(GSD) could have been a local bird still lin- 
gering in the valleys. Eight reports of N 
Pygmy-Owls were submitted from the e 
strip of Vancouver I. from Courtenay to Vic- 
toria, one of the easiest areas in the province 
to see the species. The last Great Gray Owl 
from the winter invasion of the Prince 

George area was seen Apr. 15 (LL). One 
Great Gray was well-described from Pt 
Roberts, WA, just s. of the 49th parallel May 
24 (?JS, TS), the latest record for the s. coast 
A pair of Great Grays with at least two 
branching chicks was discovered near Daw- 
son Creek May 22 (MP) for a rare breeding 
record. A Long-eared Owl was heard calling 
in Vernon Apr. 5 (CS), a rare report. Revel- 
stoke had a Long-eared May 1 (AC) for the 
2nd year in a row. One of the year's most ex- 
citing owl records was of a breeding Boreal 
Owl at Rabbit L., e. of Okanagan Fall in a 
nest box at the 1,500 m level. The female was 

feeding young May 18 (ph. RJC). This 
species had nested unsuccessfully at this loca- 
tion in 1987. A few valleys s. of the Boreal 
Owl location, Dick Cannings found ten nest 
boxes in a 5 km stretch occupied by N. Saw- 
whet Owls, suggesting possible polygyny! 

Flocks of 600 to 800 Vaux's Swifts were 

seen in the Victoria area Apr. 28 (fide BB), a 
bit on the early side for large migrant flocks 
Also on Vancouver I., eight Vaux's Swifts 
were released unharmed from a chimney in 
Royston in mid-April, but on Apr. 29, 14 
were found dead in the same chimney 
(WGH). 

A Black-chinned Hummingbird paid a 
rare visit to a Kamloops feeder May 22 (SR) 
Calliope Hummingbirds were reported from 
the n.w. edge of their range in Hazelton with 
the first male there May 13 (KM) and one 
pair seen May 16 (MPF). Victoria's 4th 
recorded Calliope, an ad. male, showed up at 
Metchosin May 3 (ALM, ?RS). 

WOODPECKERS THROUGH THRASHERS 

Lewis' Woodpecker range once covered most 
of s. British Columbia. With the draining of 
insect-rich marshlands, falling of snags, and 
competition for remaining snags with Eur 
Starlings, the species' range has contracted 
back toward its core in the s. dry interior 
Thus we welcome the heartening news of 
one adult in McBride May 10 (?ph. CA, ?ph 
NK, ES); and a pair in Nakusp attempting an 
unsuccessful eviction of starlings from a cavi- 
ty May 14 (GSD). Lewis' Woodpeckers have 
not been seen in either area for over 20 years 
More good news from Sechelt the first 
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Lewis' for the Sunshine Coast appeared May 
22 (AS). Two Red-breasted Sapsuckers re- 
turning to Giscome near Prince George Mar. 
23 (MA) were at least 2 weeks early. A c• and 
9 Downy Woodpecker and a d' Hairy 
Woodpecker at Swan L., Yukon, May31 (HG) 
provided rare local records. Also May 31, an- 
other Hairy was observed at Marsh L., with 
another farther n. at Lake Laberge (CE, PS). 
These species' northern range is largely limit- 
ed by availability of suitable nesting cavities. 

The status of Hammond's and Dusky fly- 
catchers in Yukon is under investigation by 
local bi'•ders. Hammond's were identified 7 
times around the s. Yukon in May (CE, HG, 
PS et al.), with another couple of"Dusky or 
Hammond's?" sightings. Gray Flycatcher 
may be continuing its N march up the 
Okanagan Valley with two possible new 
colonies discovered near Summerland in 

early May (LR). Two ad. d' Pacific-slope Fly- 
catchers were heard and seen in the Rockies 

of Mount Robson P.P. May 30 (CA, •'JB) for 
a first park record. An ad. Say's Phoebe in 
Sechelt Apr. 30 (TG) provided the Sunshine 
Coast's 3rd record. Rare interior Say's Phoebe 
sightings included two at McBride May 10 
(CA, NK, ES etal.) and two at Hazelton May 
18 (MPF). Western Kingbirds wandered 
widely with s. Vancouver I. reports of singles 
from Saanich May 3 (B1), Port Renfrew May 
11 (BW, ALM), and Metchosin May 23 
(KT). The first ever Prince George area W. 
Kingbird turned up e. of town May 23 
(ph. LL). 

The small population of Eur. Skylarks on 
s.e. Vancouver I. continues to decline. The 

birds are known at only' 4 sites with the 
largest concentration of about 26 birds at 
Victoria airport (BB). Most Horned Lark 
flocks swept through the interior during the 
first week of April on their way to the Arctic. 
Thus a flock of 25 at Quick near Houston 
May 3 (JF, JH) is late enough to suggest the 
possibility of local alpine breeders rather 
than passage migrants. 

A nesting box program for Purple Martin, 
set up to help the small s.e. Vancouver I. pop- 
ulation of 50 pairs, has apparently had some 
success with larger numbers of returnees 
being reported from five separate harbors 
(m.ob.). 

A pair of N. Rough-winged Swallows at 
Whitehorse is expected to nest locally again 
for another record of a bird "on the edge" of 
its range. The pair was frequenting a fish 
pond in May (GJ, CMcE). 

A Blue Jay in with a flock of Steller's at 
Newlands, 50 km n.e. of Prince George, Apr. 
11 ('•MP, P.G.N.C.), furnished the first 
record for the checklist area. Locals say the 
bird had overwintered there. A Black-billed 

Magpie at Port Renfrew on southernmost 
Vancouver I, Apr 24-May 8 (mob ) provid- 

ed admiring locals with views of this rare va- 
grant. An unidentified crow sp. was at Car- 
cross in s.-c. Yukon May 18 (CE, PS). Any 
crow sp. is rare in Yukon. 

A Black-capped Chickadee discovered at 
Gibson's Feb. 20 (TG) remained through the 
period. This species is common in Vancou- 
ver 10 km s. across Howe sound, but casual at 

best on the Sunshine Coast. It seems large ex- 
panses of water are efficient determinants of 
this species' range. An ad. Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee discovered 60 krn e. of Prince 

George May 27 (?MP) furnished the areas 
first accepted record, although there have 
been a few previous undocumented sight- 
ings. The only White-breasted Nuthatches 
from the winter invasion of the interior lin- 

gering into the spring were two at Fort St. 
James in March (JV, fide DK). Marsh Wrens 
are very local around cattail marshes in the c. 
interior. Two singing males at Moose marsh 
in Mount Robson P.P., May 30 (LL, m. ob.) 
provided a first park record. 

Two Golden-crowned Kinglets, rare in 
Yukon, were at Lewes Marsh, Whitehorse 
May 31 (CE, PS). An astonishing spring 
flock of 72 Golden-crowneds was noted on 

Valdez I., in s. Georgia Strait, May 17 (fide 
BB) in a fir/cedar forest. 

The Arrow Lakes Naturalists report two 
pairs of Mountain Bluebirds occupying nest 
boxes in their area which have been up but 
unused by bluebirds for the past 10 years. 
Life is never that easy though. One pair was 
subsequently driven away by Tree Swallows 
which laid their eggs atop the dead baby 
bluebirds. Survival of the fittest indeed. At 

Mount Robson May 30 (GS, RKu, SKu) was 
the park's first Veery, a common summer res- 
ident 200 krn farther s. along the Rockies. 

PIPITS THROUGH FINCHES 

Warbling Vireos reach the limit of their 
range in the s. Yukon, so it is noteworthy that 
small numbers were seen at 4 separate loca- 
tions in s. Yukon and n. British Columbia. 

One at Swan L., Yukon May 31 (HG) was 
building a nest. A well-documented d' Red- 
eyed Vireo, seen and heard singing 50 km n. 
of Quesnel May 3 (?NK, LL), ties the earliest 
arrival date for British Columbia (fide 
RWC). An ad. Tennessee Warbler was found 
on Mt. Tolmie near Victoria May 30 (KT, m. 
ob.) for one of few confirmed reports of this 
accidental Vancouver I. species. Hazelton 
was enlivened with a singing d' Chesmut- 
sided Warbler May 28 ('•MPF, KM), the first 
record for the Bulkley Valley area of the c. in- 
terior. This species is a casual stray west of the 
Rockies. 

There was a small but very notable N in- 
cursion of Hermit Warblers into the s. coast 

in April. On Mt. Douglas near Victoria, an 
ad male was first seen Apr 18 (BRG, RS, 

MMcG, HV, BD) associating with Yellow- 
rumped Warblers. If accepted, this would be 
the Victoria areas first confirmed record 

This bird was last seen there Apr. 29, at 
which time a Hermit X Townsend's Warbler 

was also seen in the same area. Another ap- 
parent Hermit X Townsend's was described 
from Queen Elizabeth Pk• in Vancouver Apr 
25 (?MW, ?MPr et at), a first for the local 
area. Specific determination of these appar- 
ent hybrids may prove problematical. In a re- 
cent museum collection search, Dick Can- 

nings found many birds labelled as Hermit 
Warblers with olive green backs. There may 
be rampant hybridization between the two 
sibling species or more variability in plumage 
pattern in Hermit Warblers than field guides 
suggest. A singing ad. d' Ovenbird, heard 
first then seen, in Mount Robson P. P., May 
30 (CA,JB) was a first for the park. 

Two Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were seen 

in Mount Robson P.P. in late May (RR, CR) 
for the first park record. A c• Pheucticus sp 
was heard singing there May 30 (JB). There 
were 2 sightings of possibly the same Lazuh 
Bunting on Mt. Tolmie, Victoria, where rare, 
May 17 (JG) &30 (m.ob.). 

Brewer's Sparrows are rare and local in the 
Yukon, being nesters in the subalpine zone 
Thus it is noteworthy that one was sighted at 
Marsh L., in s. Yukon May 31 (CE). One 
Lark Sparrow was in Sechelt Apr. 27 (AS) 
and two were together in the same area May 
21 (TG) for the 2nd Stmshine Coast record 
A record from the edge of a species' range in 
the s. Yukon was of a Song Sparrow at Marsh 
L., May 31 (DRu). This species' niche •s 
largely filled by Lincoln's Sparrows at these 
latitudes. Huge flocks of Gambel's White- 
crowned Sparrows touched down across in- 
terior British Columbia n. of 51 ø N latitude 

Apr. 25-May 3. Flock sizes ranged from 
"hundreds" at Smithers Apr. 25 (EP), 1,500+ 
near Karoloops May 2 (RRH), and 300+ w 
of Prince George May 3 (HA, AB, JB). These 
are among the largest flocks reported for 
White-crowneds in the province. 

The holarctic Lapland Longspur may have 
one of the widest ranges of any songbird but 
most birders get only a brief glimpse of the 
hordes as they zip through on their way to 
and from the tundra. The cold front of early 
May stopped many of them in their tracks in 
s. Yukon, with large flocks lingering in the 
Whitehorse area May 10-21, much longer 
than the norm (HG). On May 14, a flock of 
1000 birds descended on a newly sewn lawn 
of a few square metres and probably did not 
leave a single seed. 

An ad. 9 Brewer's Blackbirdat Hyland R, 
British Columbia, just s. of the Yukon border 
May 11 (CE, PS) was about 200 krn n.w. of 
its documented range. Large flocks of Rosy 
Finches were seen in a couple of widely sepa- 
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rated interior locations: many hundreds fre- 
quented the railway tracks of downtown 
Revelstoke Mar. 28-Apr. 8 with a one day 
maximum of about 3,000 (!) along the tracks 
Apr. 7 (AC); and 180-200 were at Quick 
near Houston Apr. 11 (EC). A window- 
killed Pine Siskin in Smithers May 1 (EP) 
had been banded near State College, PA, Apr. 
13, 1990. 
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The Pacific Ocean continued warmer than 

normal, due to the strong E1 Nifio/Southern 
Oscillation (ENSO) episode. This may have 
affected numbers of Northern Fulmar and 

Cassin's Auklet on the ocean, and was likely 
the cause of the early and large northward 
movement of Brown Pelican. 

The ENSO also had a dramatic influence 

on our onshore weather, bringing a warm, 
dry spring. It was the warmest spring on 
record in the Columbia Basin, with an aver- 

age temperature of 5øF above normal. 
Throughout the Region, March and May in 
particular were warmer than average. The 
Regional drought continued. Rainfall was 
below normal for all three months through- 
out the interior, and in March and May on 
the westside. Water levels dropped on Mal- 
heur Lake by about 18" through the spring, 
wher• normally the lake rises 4". 

April was cooler, stormier and wetter than 
normal on the westside and the April migra- 
tion of Orange-crowned and Yellow-rumped 
Warblers on the westside was quite conspicu- 
ous. Otherwise, few passerine migratory 
concentrations were noted. Warbler migra- 
tion in the Columbia Basin was described as 

"awful" (BW) and "pathetic" in central Ore- 
gon (TC). By late May, passerine migration 
had almost ceased through the eastern Wash- 

enatchee 

ington migrant traps. Apparently the mild, 
dry spring posed few problems to passedfie 
migrants. There were no Region-wide trends 
of migrants appearing eadier than normal, 
except for some of the latest migrants such as 
Willow Flycatcher and Red-eyed Vireo. 

A listing of the unusual events of this 
spring would include many more White- 
faced Ibis and Calliope Hummingbird on 
the westside than normal and a very heavy 
spring flight of Pectoral Sandpiper. Fourteen 
individual of seven species of vagrant war- 
blers were found in Harney, a bit above aver- 
age for recent spring migrations. 

Abbreviation: Fields (Fields, Harney Co., OR); 
Malheur (Malheur Nat? Wildlij9 Refage, 
Harney Co., OR); O.S. (Ocean Shores, Grays 
Harbor Co., WA); Sauvie (Sauvie L, 
Columbia Co., OR); S.J.C.R. (south jetty of 
the Columbia R., Clatsop Co., OR.) 

LOONS TO MERGANSERS 

Heavy migratory movements of Pacific 
Loons were noted past coastal points from 
Apr. 19 through the end of May (KM eta•), 
in contrast with last year when loon migra- 
tion was not neady as visible. ACom. Loon 
pair with one young on Hozomeen L., What- 
corn, WA, May 24 (BK) was of interest as 
there are only a handful of breeding pairs left 
in the state. A Yellow-billed Loon was at 

Alsea Bay, Lincoln, OR, Mar. 7-13 (tHH). 
Other sightings were one at Neah Bay, Clal- 
/am, WA, May 1 (BT, TW) and one in breed- 
ing plumage going N 25 mi off Westport 
May 30 (TW). Last spring there were no Yel- 
low-billed Loons reported. 

There were 3 pelagic 
trips off Westport, WA 
(TW, BT), on Apr. 25, 
May 16 & 30, one trip 
off Neah Bay, WA, 
May 1 (TW) and one 

Spokane* -' trip off the Columbia 
R. mouth May 16 
(BO). Two of these 
trips covered waters be- 
yond the Continental 
Shelf: the Apr. 25 trip 
out of Westport and 
the May 16 trip off the 
Columbia R. The 
count of 268 Black- 
looted Albatross off 

Westport Apr. 25 was 
unusually high, and 
may reflect the cover- 
age of further offshore 
waters. Single Laysan 
Albatross were found 

off Westport Apr. 25 
and May 16; they are 
rare after March. A 

Yakima 
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Laysan Albatross deep in Puget Sound off the 
Nisqually N.W.R., Apr. 24-29 (Doug 
Williams, ph.). was remarkable, as tubenoses 
of any size are accidental that far south in the 
Sound. Northern Fulmars were very scarce 
all spring, after a winter of low numbers. 
Where did they spend their winter? Appar- 
ently not off our coast, nor to the south of us. 
None were seen in March off Westport (PA), 
when good numbers of wintering birds 
should still have been present. Later in the 
spring, when migrants should have been 
passing, the high count was a mere twelve 
May 16 off the Columbia R. mouth. 

We gained some •hsigh• about N mi radon 
of Murphy?, Petrel th,s spr!ng• At least th,s. 
ye• t.h4ir migratio n appeared to i!ave ended 
before mid-Miy. The boat, trip off Westport ' •r. 23 forrod 24 M•Phy s, all'• •iters be,' 
y0nd thi: cohiin•ntal sbelœ ($TTxV, m: ob.i. 
ph). However, 3 weeks later, 9i3 May ! z, 
n0n•'were found in the same habitat-: dff the: 

Columbia R. mouth (BO). Additi9•al 
spring-•boat trips into the areas beyond yhe 
shelf will help our und•rstandi•3g.of{heir ..• 7 
curfence in our Region. The :SightinS •ff 
Westport represented the first reCOrd for 
Washington. The only previous Regi0hal [ 
recoids are of single birds seen off ?•Sea•ch ] 
'Vels in April and Marc 1-988 i& 

The high count of Fork-tailed Storm-Pe- 
trel was hundreds 40 mi off Cape Flattery, 
WA, May 24 (PA). 

Brown Pelicans came north early and in 
large numbers, in a movement that appears 
characteristic of ENSO years. They were 
noted flying N past Brookings, Curry, OR, 
Apr. 25 (PS) and had reached Grays Harbor, 
WA, by May 1 (Julie Krick). On May 15, 
230, almost all adults, were at S.J.C.R. 
(HN). Washington's first successfullywinter- 
ing Cattle Egret remained at Mt. Vernon, Sk- 
agit, until Mar. 20 (K & JW). The other 
spring sightings were one at Zumwalt, 
Union, OR, May 27 (Rita & Jim Coleman) 
and up to two at Malheur during May (RV). 
A Green-backed Heron was at Hat Rock S.P., 

Umatilla, OR, Apr. 25 (TG): they are quite 
rare in the interior. 

The goodly sprinkling of White-faced Ibis 
reports away from their breeding areas at 
Malheur and the Klamath Basin may indi- 
cate that breeding conditions were less to 
their liking in those areas than the past few 
years. In the interior, five near Umatilla, OR, 

May 5 (CC), eight near Bend, OR, Apr. 25 to 
May 8 (TC et at), one at Reardan, Lincoln, 
WA, May 21 (JA) and three near Othello, 
Adams, WA, May 30 (Richard Lindstrom, 
Pat Evans) were all locally rare. Ibis are highly 
unusual w. of the mountains; this springs 
records included 40 at Steigerwald N.W.R., 
Skamania, WA, May 6 (WC, ph.), eight at 
Forest Grove, Washington, OR, May 8-12 
(PS), two at Hyatt L., Jackson, OR (RS), 30+ 
at Tillamook, OR, May 13-17 (HN, JE), one 
near Medford, OR, May 17 (HS), and one 
near Amity, Yamhill, OR, May 18 (BB). 

The Trumpeter Swans transplanted to 
Summer L. in c. Oregon wandered very 
widely this spring. A swan with collar num- 
ber 'X99' was released at Summer L., Dec. 12 

and left there Feb. 5. It showed up at Ladd 
Marsh, Union, OR, Feb. 24 to Mar. 6 and at 

Fopiano Res., Wheeler, OR, Mar. 15 to Apr. 
18 (DL, LW, PMu). Up to twelve of the Sum- 
mer L. transplants moved to the westside in 
the Ridgefield N.W. IL, WA, area from Feb. 
18 to Apr. 18 (HN). A Ross' Goose at Mon- 
roe, Snohomish, Apr. 20 for several weeks 
(John O'Connell) was about the 5th western 
Washington record. An apparent Emperor X 
Canada Goose hybrid was at Finley N.W.R., 
Benton, OR, Mar. 8-11 (*HH). A drake Gar- 
ganey was at Bay City, Tillamook, May 9-13 
(MA &: JS, m.ob.), for the 2nd Oregon 
record. Five pairs of' Gadwall were at Fort 
Stevens S.P., Clatsop, throughout the spring 
(HINT). They are very rare breeders on the 
Oregon coast, but their numbers are rapidly 
increasing on the westside. 

Nineteen Eur. Wigeon were found in the 
interior, which is slightly above average. No- 
table ones included two at Warm Springs, 
Jeerson, OR, Mar. I (DA) for a first county 
record and a late one at Quincy, Grant, WA, 
Apr. 25 (JT). A c• Ring-necked Duck X L. 
Scaup was at Bay City, Tillamook, OR, May 
8-9 (HN). Male Tufted Ducks, described as 
pure-breds, were found in Seattle Mar. 4 
(Ruth Taylor) and near Tillamook, OR, Mar. 
23-29 (DBa), for the usual couple of spring 
records. A d' Bufflehead X Hooded Mer- 

ganser, accompanying a 9 Bufflehead, was at 
Clallam Bay, Clallam, WA May 1 (*BT, 
TW). The numbers of Surf Scoters on 

Bellingham Bay, WA, peaked at 3000 Apr. 
19 (TW), which is the largest prolonged con- 
centration on the Bay in 30 years. 

KITES THROUGH SHOREBIRDS 

It has been several years since Black-shoul- 
dered Kite breeding was observed in Oregon 
away from the Rogue valley, so reports of 
three nesting pairs are appreciated: a nest in 
Eagle Point, Jackson, Apr. 22 (Evelyn & John 
Ousterbout), a pair fledged four young in 
Lane, (Wayne Morrow) and a pair attempted 
to nest near Astoria, Clatsop, but abandoned 

An overdue first for Washington was this male 
Hooded Oriole at Tokeland on April 25,1992. 
Photograph/Heidi Reisbick. 

(MP). Other Oregon sightings included a pair 
at Denman, Jackson (BT), one near Brook- 
ings, Curry (PS), two near Tillamook (MA & 
JS) and one in Linn (GG). In Washington, 
Black-shouldered Kites were found at Francis, 

Pacific, Apr. 8 (Mal-Pina Chan) and at Ray- 
mond, Pacific, Apr. 25 (B & GR). After sever- 
al springs of lower-than-average numbers, 
this is an encouraging number of reports. 

An imm. Red-shouldered Hawk was in 

Everett Apr. 24 to May 15 ($Darrell Smith) 
for Washingtons 4th record and in Oregon, 
an adult at Fern Ridge Res., Lane, Mar. 8 (T 
&AM, M & EE) was n. of their usual range. 
A Broad-winged Hawk was in the Catlow 
Valley, Harney, May 23 (Bob Archer, ph.); 
there are less than 10 Oregon records. The 
Swainson s Hawk over Bellingham, WA, Apr. 
17 (Paul DeBruyn) was a rare spring migrant 
on the westside. American Kestrels began 
nesting early in the Pordand area. Young had 
fledged by early April, almost 6 weeks ahead 
of their usual schedule (HN). The last Gyr- 
falcons of the winter were at O.S., Mar. 12 

(Phil Persons) and at St. Andrews, Douglas, 
WA, Mar. 14 (BT). Washington had 2 early 
Sora records: two Mar. 22 at Fort Lewis, 

Pierce (B & GR), and one near Elma, Grays 
Harbor, Apr. 5 (BT). 

Seven Lesser Golden-Plover reports in- 
cluded an early record at Dungeness, Clal- 
lam, WA, Apr. 18 (DP), three fulva at O.S. 
Apr. 25 (DP), one dominicain basic plumage 
at Baskett Slough N.W.R., Polk, OR (RG, m. 
oh.), another dominica at S.J.C.R. May 3 
(MP) and an unknown type at O.S. May 17 
(B & GR). This is an average number of re- 
ports for a non-flight year; observers should 
continue to identify golden-plovers to type 
when possible. Two Black-necked Stilts at 
the Pistol R. mouth, Curry, OR, May 11 
(CD) may be the first county record. Two 
Am. Avocet at Steigerwald N.W. IL, WA, 
May 6 were Skamania first records (WC). 
There were no other reports ofwestside stilts 
and avocets away from the Rogue Valley. The 
usual two handfuls (approx. 20) of Solitary 
Sandpipers were reported this spring. 

The peak counts of Whimbrel represented 
typical numbers: 126 near Elma, Grays Har- 
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bor, WA, Apr. 30 (Pt Su) and 300 in a field 
near Tillamook, OR, Apr. 29 (CC). A 9 
Hudsonian Godwit was at O.S., Apr. 26-28 
(?DP, ph.) accompanied by 250 Marbled 
Godwits. Hudsonians are very rare in spring 
and the Marbled Godwit count may be a Re- 
glonal record for the spring. The peak count 
of Red Knot in Oregon was 75 at S.J.C.R. 
May 17 (Dale Haar) and in Washington it was 
300 on Grays Harbor Apr. 25 (DP). Both 
peak counts are comparable with the last two 
years, but are lower than the long-term aver- 
age. There were 4 reports of Semipalmated 
Sandpiper on the westside May 7-13 (Dick 
Vlet, DB, HN, JE), which is about normal. 
The peak count of W. Sandpipers was 7000 at 
S J.C.R. May 9 (MP), which is not an impos- 
ing peak count for our Region. Least Sand- 
pipers were found in some fairly impressive 
numbers on the westside in late April. Sixteen 
hundred were at Sauvie Apr. 29-30 (DB, HN) 
and 200 were at one spot on Grays Harbor, 
WA, Apr. 25 (DP). The number of reports of 
Pectoral Sandpiper, a rare spring migrant, 
were far above normal, especially in n.w. 
Washington. Fourteen were at Seattle May 
10-24 (KA), 30* were at Port Angeles, Clal- 
lain, May 17 (D & SS), and 50 were at Lummi 
Flats, Whatcorn, May 15-20 (Stan Wallace). 
Western Oregon had 3 records: one near the 
S J.C.R. May 9 (MP), one at Lincoln City 
May 12 (DFa, m. oh.) and one at Forest 
Grove, Washington, May 17 (PS, m. ob.). 
Often, there are only one or two individuals 
found each spring on the westside. Red- 
necked Phalarope migration along the coast 
was very heavy during the latter two-thirds of 
May: 100/minute were passing Brookings, 
Curr 3 OR, May 11 (BT) and 730 were still 
off Yaquina Head, Lincoln, OR, May 31 
(KM). There were scattered reports of a few 
Red Phalaropes from along the Oregon coast 
m May and very small numbers were found 
on the Westport pelagic trips (TW). 

JAEGERS THROUGH WOODPECKERS 

Pomarine and Parasitic jaeger reports totalled 
about 15 each, mostly from pelagic trips (TW,, 
BO). These are fairly respectable spring totals. 
Little Gulls have been found annually in 
spring in the last 5 years. One was at Point No 
Point Mar. 17-18 (Vic Nelson) and another 
record came from Blaine Apr. 30 to May 1 
(Bob Morford, Joe Meche, ph.). A Mew Gull 
at the Yakima R. delta, Benton, WA, Mar. 11 
(BW) was very late for an interior location. 
The peak count of Sabine's Gulls was a healthy 
89 off Westport May 16 (BT). 

Early Caspian Terns were at the S.J.C.R., 
Mar. 28 (MP), the Yakima R. delta, Benton, 
WA, Mar. 30 (BW) and at Bellingham, WA, 
Mar. 25 (GWk). The recently discovered 
Caspian Tern breeding colony at Swinomish 
Slough in Puget Sound (WD W) was not 

occupied this spring. Oregon observers 
noted a good coastal migration of Com. Tern 
from May 13 through the rest of the month 
(HN). Four Arctic Terns at the Everett, WA, 
breeding colony Apr. 27 (George Gerdts) 
seemed early. None were noted off Westport 
this spring, which is unusual. 

Three Marbled Murrelet heard 12 mi. up 
the Winchuck R., Curry, OR, at dawn Apr. 
26 (PS) indicate probable breeding in the 
Siskyous. Cassin Auklet numbers were low 
throughout the spring off both Westport and 
Neah Bay (TW). A similar decline was noted 
in 1983 during the previous strong ENSO 
phenomenon. A Parakeet Auklet off West- 
port Apr. 25 (TW, '•EH, '•BT) was the 5th 
record of a live individual for Washington, 
and follows last spring's record. 

Numbers of Band-tailed Pigeon in Clat- 
sop, OR (MP), and in Whatcorn, WA (TW), 
were thought to be encouraging; there is a lot 
of concern about this species. A Flammulat- 
ed Owl calling along Salt Creek Rd. in Jack- 
son May 11 (BT) added to the list of Rogue 
Valley records and the suspicion that they 
may be regular in the area. A hybrid Barred X 
Spotted Owl has apparently established a ter- 
ritory near where a mixed pair bred last sum- 
mer along Salt Creek Rd. in Jackson, OR 
(HS, BT). A pair of Long-eared Owls bred 
near Blaine, Whatcom (Bret Gaussoin); there 
are few w. Washington breeding records. 
Two unusually early arrival dates for Com. 
Poorwill were at Hermiston, Umatilla, OR, 

Mar. 30 (CC) and at Wapato, I•kima, WA, 
Mar. 31 (AS). 

White-throated Swifts may be nesting on 
Lower Table Rock, near Medford, Jackson, 
OR, which would be a first westside breeding 
record. Up to three were seen visiting nest 
sites in suitable habitat in May (HS, '•RE). A 
c• Black-chinned Hummingbird in South 
Salem, OR, May 1-3 ('•RB) furnished the 
2nd Salem area record of this eastside species. 
An Anna's Hummingbird in Tonasket, WA, 
May 9 (F & MP) was an Okanogan rarity, al- 
though the species is not unexpected any- 
where in the Region. The only Costas Hum- 
mingbird report was a male attending a feed- 
er in s. Jackson through May 31 (MM); they 
have become annual vagrants in Oregon. 
The unusual numbers of Calliope Hum- 
mingbird reports from the westside, where 
they are not of regular occurrence, included: 
Astoria, Clatsop, OR, Apr. 19 (MP), five in 
lowland locations in the Rogue, Umpqua 
and Willamette valleys ('•RB, PS, MM), 
Seattle, WA, May 1 (?Rachel Lawson), 
Bellingham, WA, May 10 (TW) and Van- 
couver, Clark, WA, May 12 (Bill Sheliner- 
dine). Five Calliopes at Bear Camp, OR, 
May 2 apparently provided the first Curry 
record (CD). A pair of Acorn Woodpeckers 
were at Lyle, Klickitat, May 2 & 8 (EH, WC) 

which is their only regular haunt in Washing- 
ton. It was apparently a good year for finding 
White-headed Woodpecker on the e. slope of 
the Washington Cascades (JT). 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WRENS 

Willow Flycatchers, one of the latest passer- 
ine migrants, returned early: May 16 at Fort 
Klamath, Klamath, OR (Craig Roberts), 
May 17 in Washington, OR (PS), and May 18 
at Fort Lewis, Pierce, WA (GW). A Least Fly- 
catcher at Fields May 27-29 (GL, JG) and 
another in the Catlow Valley, Harney, OR, 
were the only reports of this scarce migrant 
Two Scissor-tailed Flycatchers were found 
in Oregon: one at Cascade Head, 711lamook, 
May 17 (?Patricia Kemner) and one at Blue 
Lake Pk. near Portland May 25 ('•Paul Os- 
born). Oregon has less than 5 records for the 
species. Two nesting pairs of W. Kingbird on 
Ft. Lewis, WA, this spring (GW) were un- 
usual in the Puget Trough. 

Horned Larks have largely disappeared as 
breeders in westside areas away from the 
coast and the Cascades. Thus, two in the 

Oregon Coast Range on Sugarloaf Mt. May 
15 (RG) and some near McKenna, Pierce, 

WA, Apr 18 (Sam Agnew) may indicate rem- 
nant populations in those areas. The last re- 
mains of the fall/winter incursion of jays 
were a Blue Jay in E. Wenatchee, WA, Mar 
26 (Carolyn Kirby) and Scrub Jays in both 
Bend, OR and at Pelton Dam-Warm 

Springs, Jeerson, OR, all spring (TC, PS) 
On the westside, the N advance of Scrub Jays 
was marked by birds near Sequim, Clallam, 
WA, through Apr. 2 (D&SS), at Normandy 
Park, King, WA, May 24 (Jim Sanford), 
Eatonville, Pierce, WA, May 25 (Dale 
Thompson), in Newport, Lincoln, OR, May 
17 (Dennis Arendt) and dead on the road in 
Lincoln City, Lincoln, OR, May 2 (PS). 

American Crows are increasing in the arid 
interior. They are much more common in 
Bend, OR (TC), now outnumbering ravens 
A Bushtit nest found Apr. 4 in the Yakima 
Canyon, Kittitas, WA (AS), along with a few 
other nests found in I•'ttitas recently, indi- 
cates that they are increasing their breeding 
range on the eastslope of the Washington 
Cascades. A Canyon Wren at Locke L., 
Klickitat, WA, Mar. 24 (WC) and another 
nearby at Catherine Cr. May 29 (DM) are a 
good indication they are expanding their 
range W in the Columbia Gorge. A pair of 
Canyon Wrens at Carbon R. glacier, Mt 
Rainier N.P. May 16 (Marcus Roening, 
Heather Ballash) that appeared to be nesting 
represented a more dramatic breeding exten- 
sion into western Washington. 

THRUSHES THROUGH FINCHES 

Golden-crowned Kinglets were scarce this 
spring in n c Washington (JT), and were un- 
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remarked elsewhere. A heavy m•grauon of 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets was noted through 
Malheur May 2-3 (MD) and they were com- 
mon in the Portland area Apr. 25 (James 
Davis). A pair of W. Bluebird on the Miller 
Peninsula, Clallam, WA, Apr. 11 on were 
probably nesting (D & SS). This area is part 
of their former breeding range that has been 
unoccupied for decades. The Region's first 
documented plumbeus Solitary Vireo was in 
the Catlow Valley, Harney, May 25 (JG, m. 
ob., ph.). Two Red-eyed Vireo on Sauvie May 
19 (HN) were 2 weeks ahead of their normal 
June arrival. The movement of Orange- 
crowned Warbler on the outer coast during 
most of April was very conspicuous; very large 
numbers were observed Apr. 12 (Tom 
Williams) and Apr. 26-27 (DP, BW). The Yel- 
low-rumped Warbler migration was also no- 
table. A "flood'" of Yellow-rumped Warblers 
was noted in Bellingham, WA, Apr. 15 
(GWk) and large movements were observed 
m Skamania, WA, Apr. 27 (WC) and at Mal- 
heur May 2-3 (MD). The proportion ofD. c. 
coronata was noticeably higher than usual in 
Benton, WA (BW, TG), they are normally 
scarce in the interior. The Hermit Warbler 

breeding distribution in the Puget Trough 
may be wider than currently thought. They 
were found nesting in several locations on Ft. 
Lewis, Pierce, and Thurston, WA (GW), for a 
first Thurston breeding record. 

It was a somewhat above-average spring for 
vagrant warblers, with most records coming 
from s.e. Oregon, as usual. Some of the va- 
grants appeared on very early dates. Northern 
Parula were unusually frequent: records in- 
cluded a singing male in Seattle, WA, May 30 
('•Jim Elder) for the 5th state record, a female 
at Malheur May 22-23 (CC, GL), a male in 
the Catlow Valley, Harney, May 25 (JG, GL, 
HN) and a male at Malheur May 29 (TC, 
JG). An early Chestnut-sided Warbler was at 
Malheur May 13 (E. Novak), a male was in 
the Catlow Valley, Harney, May 30 (TC, JG, 
GL) and another male was in Jordan Valley, 
Malheur, OR, May 30 (John Gatchet). Male 
Magnolia Warblers were seen at Fields May 
22 (HH) and May 27 (JG, GL). A c• Cape 
May Warbler on the Oregon coast at Harris 
Beach S.P., Curr 3 May 30 (Gary Lester, '•AB) 
was the 7th state record. Palm Warblers are 

strictly coastal in the Region, and much more 
frequent in the fall than the spring. The 4 
spring reports induded ones at John's River, 
Grays Harbor, WA, Apr. 5 ('•BT), Newport, 
Lincoln, OR, Apr. 18 (GG), Ona Beach S.P., 
Lincoln, OR, May 3 (PS) and Nehalem, 
Tillamook, WA, May 3 (Deb Scrivens). Two 
extravagantly early Blackpoll Warbler males 
were reported from Malheur: May 8 (Barry 
McKenzie) and May 19 (Martha Gannett, 
Maurita Smythe). The sole Black-and-white 
Warbler report was at Malheur May 24 (R & 
JK) Therewere4 Harneyreports of Am Red- 

start May 27-29 (m. ob.), a male at Seattle 
May 25 (Kathy Slatteback) and a male at Hat 
Rock S.P., Umatilla, OR, May 31 (TG). Ore- 
gon's 6th Hooded Warbler was at Malheur 
May 31 (Dan van de Broek, TC, m. ob., ph.). 

A first-year c• Summer Tanager was at 
DeMoss County Pk., Sherman, May 24 
('•RG) for about the 5th Oregon record. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks are an annual va- 

grant: Oregon reports included one in 
Brookings May 17-19 (?CD) and a male at 
Hunter Creek, Curry, Apr. 11 (CD). The 3 
Indigo Bunting reports were all very early for 
this regular vagrant. One hit a window on 
San Juan I., WA, May 19 (Susan Vernon, 
ph.), a male was in Diablo, Skagit, WA, Apr. 
22-24 (Jim & Julie Kelly, ph.) and a male vis- 
ited a Portland feeder May 12-13 (Joyce Os- 
borne, PS). The Washington records were 
about the 7th and 8th for the state. A Clay- 
colored Sparrow found in Tonasket, 
Okanogan, WA, May 10 (F & MP) is proba- 
bly another indication that their breeding 
range extends into Washington in the 
Okanogan Highlands. The Black-throated 
Sparrow at S.J.C.R. May 17 (JE) is the first 
coastal record in several years. A singing c• 
Grasshopper Sparrow was at Baskett Slough 
N.W.R., Polk, May 5-11 (RG); they are irreg- 
ular breeders in the Willamette Valley. 

The expansion of the Tricolored Blackbird 
breeding range into e. Oregon continued to 
be documented. Up to 100 were found at a 
Hermiston, Umatilla, colony during April 
(CC); the same numbers were also found at a 
colony at the Painted Hills section of the 
John Day Fossil Beds N.M., Wheeler during 
April (DL et al.). They were apparently seen 
feeding young there on May 10 which seems 
an early date. In w. Oregon, ten were at the 
Portland area colony from Apr. 18 on (PS, m. 
ob.) and 100+ were in the Medford, Jackson 
area Apr. 9 (HS). A Great-tailed Grackle was 
in Madras, Jefferson, May 23-26 (JG, GL, 
ph.); there are about 10 state records. Com- 
mon Grackles are much less frequent in Ore- 
gon than the larger species, with only about 5 
records. This spring two appeared: one at 
Brothers, Deschutes, May 2 (DB) and anoth- 
er at Malheur May 30 (GL, ph.). 

Washington's long-overdue first Hooded 
Oriole appeared on the outer coast during late 
April (Heidi Reisbick, ph.). A male came to a 
hummingbird feeder for 3 days during the last 
week of April at Tokeland, Pacific. In Oregon, 
where they now seem to be annual in spring, a 
male was at a feeder near Hunter Creek, 
Curr 3 Apr. 25 to May 1 that has had Hooded 
Oriole for several consecutive years (Dorothy 
Sevey, PS), a one-year-old male was in Med- 
ford May 15 (?HS), and an ad. male was in 
Medford May 26 (Stewart Janes). A "Balti- 
more" type N. Oriole was in Brookings, 
Cur•y, ORon Mar. 7 (Marion Chapman) and 
another was at Malheur May 29 (GL) 

Red Crossball were well scattered through 
central Oregon (DL) and in Kittitas, WA 
(AS), in early March. After mid-March, they 
. were almost unreported. In contrast, White- 
winged Crossbill attracted observer atten- 
tion throughout the spring in n. Washing- 
ton. Thirty were near Bonaparte L, 
Okanogan, Mar. 8 (Alan Richards), 40 
White-winged Crossbill were at Hurricane 
Ridge, Olympic N.P. May 2 (BT, TW) and 
500 were at Freezeout Ridge, Okanogan, 
May 18 (WC). In Oregon, 50 White-winged 
Crossbill at Tollgate, Umatilla, May 2 (Steve 
Kornfield) were unusual. Near Lyle, Klickt- 
tat, WA, May 2-3 (DM)--the northernmost 
extent of their range--Lesser Goldfinches 
were plentiful. In most parts of the Region, 
the spring movement of Evening Grosbeak 
was mediocre, so 2000 in one flock near 

Loup Loup, Okanogan, WA, in early Aprfi 
(Jennie Smith) makes a grand finale. 

Initialed Observnrs, with subregional editors 
in boldface: Kevin Aanerud, Jim Acton, Ph,1 
Anderson, David Bailey, Alan Barron, Barb 
Bellin (Salem area), Thais Bock (Tacoma 
area), Ruth Brownell, Wilson Cady, Craig & 
Marion Corder, Tom Crabtree (e. Oregon), 
Mike Denny, Colin Dillingham, Ray Ek- 
strom, Merlin & Elsie Eltzroth, Joe Evanich, 
Darrell Faxon, Roy Gerig, Greg Gilson, 
Tony Greager, Hendrik Herlyn, Glen & 
Wanda Hoge, Eugene Hunn, Gary Ivey, Rick 
& Jan Krabbe, Bob Kuntz, Gerard Lilhe, 
Donna Lusthoff, David Marshall, Phil Mat- 
rocks(Washington), Kathy Merrifield, Tom 
& Alison Mickel, Marjorie Moore (Rogue 
valley), Pat Muller, Harry Nehls (w. Ore- 
gon), Bob O'Brien, Mike Patterson, Denms 
Paulson, Frank & Margaret Ping, Bob & 
Georgia Ramsey, Tom Rogers (e. Washing- 
ton), Howard Sands, Ray Skibby, Dory & 
Stan Smith (Olympic Peninsula), Mary 
Anne & Jeff Sohlstrom, Andy Stepnewska, 
Patrick Sullivan (PtSu), Paul Sullivan, Jerry 
Tangren, Carol Vande Voorde (Clarkston 
area), Rick Vetter, Terry Wahl, Geri Walker 
(GWk), George Walter, Washington De- 
partment of Wildlife (W.D.W.), Linda We•- 
land, Keith & Jan Wiggers, Bob Woodley.-- 
BILL TWEIT, P.O. Box 1271, Olympia, 
WA 98507 and JEFF GILLIGAN, 26 N.E 
32nd Ave., Portland, OR 97232. 

OREGON/WASHINGTON 
REGION 
WINTER 1991-92 

Bill Tweit and Jim Johnson 

An abundance of statistics indicates the 

mildness of the winter In the Columb,a 
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Basin, the w•nter penod was the warmest •n 
25 years. At Malheur, it was only the third 
w•nter since 1939 with no subzero tempera- 
tures recorded. At three recording stations in 
eastern Washington, January and February 
were both about 7øF warmer than the aver- 

age. All three winter months were also drier 
than average and snowpacks in the moun- 
truns were below average. 

Consequently, there were large numbers 
of reports of lingering birds that included 
well-described individuals of Lesser Yel- 

lowlegs and Chipping Sparrow, two species 
that are often mistakenly reported in winter. 
Other obvious lingerers induded Cattle 
Egret, Turkey Vulture, Osprey, four species 
of swallow, Marsh Wren, four very unusual 
warbler species, and Lincoln's Sparrow. 

On the ocean, the E1 Nifio/Southern Os- 
cillation continued to affect our waters, and 
may have caused the virtual lack of Northern 
Fulmar and Black-legged Kittiwake. 

Oregon had its first records of Steller's 
E•der and Lawrence's Goldfinch, and Wash- 

•ngton had its first Orchard Oriole. This 
w•nter was also notable for a flight of Bram- 
bhng, with most reports from the interior. 

Abbreviations: Malheur (Malheur N.W.R., 
Harney, OR); O.S.( Ocean Shores, Grays Har- 
bor, WA); W.W.R.D. (Walla Walla R. &lta, 
Walla Walla, WA) 

LOONS TO CORMORANTS 

The only Yellow-billed Loon report aside 
from the CBCs was a bird at Garibaldi Dec. 

14 to Feb. 1 (DL, m.ob.). Usually, between 
five and ten are found per winter, but this fall 
there were only two reports. In Washington, 
where wintering birds are very rare, one 
Clark's Grebe was at O.S. Jan. 18 (•'G & 
WH) and two were at Ilwaco, Pacific, WA, 
Dec. 28 (•'NL). In Oregon, one on the 
Columbia R. at Cascade Locks Feb. 27 (HN) 
and six from western Oregon were typical 
numbers of the most recent winters. We re- 

ce•ved reports from pelagic trips out of West- 
port, WA (TW), and Newport, OR (BO), 
both Feb. 8. One Laysan Albatross was found 
w•th three Black-footed Albatross off West- 

port and eight of each species were off New- 
port. Only five N. Fulmar were found on 
each trip, which are very low numbers for the 
most abundant winter tubenose off our 

coast. The few shearwaters found included 

ten Pink-looted off Newport and one off 
Westport, quite unusual in mid-winter, one 
to two Sooties and two to five Short-tailed. 

Two Am. White Pelican at Malheur Jan. 6 
(GI) were a rare winter record for there. 
There were several comments on the increas- 

ing numbers of wintering Double-crested 
Cormorant. The Columbia R. basin popula- 
non •ncluded at least 80 at the Yaluma R 

mouth Jan. 22 (RW), 50 at Ice Harbor Dam 
Dec. 8 (AS), and 150 (mostly immatures) at 
the Dalles Dam Dec. 6 (DL). In w. Washing- 
ton, numbers at one roost in Bellingham Bay 
continue to grow-•over 700 were counted 
on Mar. 7 (TW). An imm. Magnificent 
Frigatebird flew N past Cape Arago, Coos, 
Feb. 1 (•'Joe Kaplan) for about the 5th Ore- 
gon record. A Great Egret at Sunriver, De- 
schutes, OR, Dec. 15 (Dave Danley) was very 
late for the interior. Three Cattle Egret, 
which normally have disappeared by early 
January, remained for much of the winter. 
One was at Mt. Vernon, Skaqit, WA, from 
mid-January through the end of the period (J 
& KW), another (the interior record) was at 
Othello, Adams, WA, through Jan. 19 (RH), 
and one was at Glide, Douglas, OR, Jan. 22 
into Feb. (DFi). There were 8 additional De- 
cember reports. 

WATERFOWL TO FALCONS 

The Whooper Swan residing just s. of the 
Oregon border on Lower Klamath N.W.R. 
was seen on the Oregon side Feb. 22 (•'JE) for 
the first state record. After several years of 
poor breeding success of the Wrangell I. pop- 
ulation of Snow Geese, first winter birds 

comprised 33% of the flocks on Skagit Flats 
this winter (J & KW) indicating more nor- 
mal reproductive success. Two (3 Tufted 
Duck were found near Skamokawa, Wahki- 
akum, WA, Dec. 26-31 (•'Alan Richards, Bill 
Shelmerdine) and at Sheridan, Yamhil• OR, 
to Feb. 9 (PS, m.ob.). There was continuing 
evidence of the shift from Lesser to Greater 

Scaup wintering on the Columbia R.: counts 
of 100 scaup, mostly Greaters, at Mosier, 
Wasco, OR, Dec. 7 (DL), 1000+ scaup, al- 
most entirely Greaters, at Biggs, Sherman, 
OR, Jan. 11 (M & MLD) and 300 Greater at 
Chelan Falls, •natchee, WA, Feb. 16 (EH). 

Greater Scaup are still unusual in e. Ore- 
gon away from the Columbia: one at 
Prineville Dec. 15 (TC, SS) was the 2nd 
Crook record and three during late January at 
Deschutes R. Crossing, JeJ•rson (BB, DL, 
PS) were also unusual. The 5? King Eider 
that appeared at Bandon Nov. 5 remained 
until Feb. 29 (m.ob.) for Oregon's 4th 
record. The first Oregon record of Steller's 
Eider was a male at the n. jetty of Coos Bay, 
Coos, Feb. 10 to 17 (John Griffith, m. ob., 
ph.). The (3 Smew returned to the Columbia 
Gorge for the 3rd consecutive winter from 
Jan. 2 on (Carroll Davis, Charles Walker). It 
was observed injured Feb. 11, was last report- 
ed Feb. 16 (Nancy MacDonald), and from 
the extent of the injuries most assume it died. 
The count of 15 Red-breasted Merganser at 
Steamboat Rock S.P., Grant, WA, Dec. 7 

(AS) was quite large for the interior; else- 
where seven were found in e. Oregon (DL, 
CC, Crmg Miller) 

L•ngenng Turkey Vultures were found at 
several Washington locations: on Whidbey 
I., Jan. 5 (DP), near Auburn,/•'ngJan. 12 
(TB, RM), near Sequim, Clallam Jan. 16 
(Jack Fletcher), over Seattle Jan. 22 (A 
Hamilton), and at Samish I., Skagit Feb. 16 
(fide BK). Both states had winter Osprey 
records: at Lyons Ferry Hatchery, Franklin, 
WA, Dec. 8 (AS), near Ankeny N.W.R., 
Marion, OR, Dec. 26 (MP), near Spring- 
field, Lane, OR, throughout January and 
February (MH), near Tahuya, Mason, WA, 
(Carole Sheridan) Jan. 5, at the confluence of 
the Rogue and Illinois rivers, Curry, OR, Jan 
15 (fide CD), and near Allyn, Mason, WA, 
Jan. 29 (Joe McGuire). Bald Eagles were 
found in above-average numbers in e. Ore- 
gon: 1000+ wintered in the Klamath Basin 
(JE), 79 were counted in the Harney Basin 
(fide Rick Vetter) and 96 were in the John 
Day Valley in Gmnt (TWi). 

Five Red-shouldered Hawks were found 

away from Curry and Coos (JJ, MM fide 
HN), following an unusual number of re- 
ports in the Willamette Valley this fall. An 
imm. Ferruginous Hawk was near Central 
Point, Jackson Jan. 12-18 (RE, ph.); there are 
few valid w. Oregon records, but one was in 
the same area last fall. Rough-legged Hawks 
were in good numbers in Grant, WA, (RH), 
Kittitas, WA (B & GR), and more numerous 
at O.S. than last few years (G & WH). Far- 
ther south, they were less common than nor- 
mal in the n. Willamette Valley, particularly 
on Sauvie I. (JJ). Merlin numbers were above 
average in s.e. Washington (M & MLD), in 
w. Washington (DP, J & KW) and 16 were 
reported from 10 e. Oregon counties (JE). It 
was a good winter for Gyrfalcon in w. Wash- 
ington, with at least 10 reports including two 
on the outer coast (NL, G&WH) and two 
from the lower Puget Trough (Ken Brunner, 
Mal Pina Chan). In e. Washington, one was 
at W. WR.D. (M & MLD) and two were in 
Lincoln (JA). There were 10 Prairie Falcons 
reported from w. Oregon and none from w 
Washington, which is a normal total. 

CRANES TO SHOREBIRDS 

A Sora at Malheur Feb. 2 (TWi) was proba- 
bly the record that best epitomizes the mild 
winter. In Oregon up to 23 Snowy Plover 
wintered at Bandon (fide HN) and 12 win- 
tered both at Siltcoos and at Baker Beach 

(BS). All 3 o• these flocks contained birds 
banded in the Coos Bay area. A Lesser Yellow- 
legs at North Bend, Coos, OR, Jan. 19 (•'HH) 
was well-described; most winter reports of this 
species are suspect. Counts of 34 Long-billed 
Cudews and 168 Marbled Godwits Feb. 15 

at O.S. are the highest ever wintering num- 
bers for each species at that site (RW). A 
Marbled Godwit at Dungeness, Clallam 
Dec 29 to Feb 11 (John W•nkler) was a first 
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wlntenng record locally. Two Red Knots at 
Port Angeles, Clallam, WA, Feb. 22 (?D & 
SS) were also a local first winter record. Three 
Red Phalarope were found out of Westport 
Feb. 8 (TW). Along the Oregon coast in 
February, small numbers of Red Phalarope 
found in early February at several locations 
(PS, CD fide DFa) had increased to "hun- 
dreds" at the Coos Bay mouth (JJ) and thou- 
sands on Yaquina Bay (HH), both Feb. 22. 
There were no subsequent reports. 

JAEGERS TO ALCIDS 

Spokane's wintering Franklin's Gull stayed 
until Jan. 2 (JA), another indicator of the 
mild winter. Little Gulls were reported for 
the 4th consecutive winter in Washington: at 
American L., Pierce, WA, through Dec. 15 
(Wally Wilkins) and an adult at Point No 
Point, Kitsap Feb. 15 (Vic Nelson). A poten- 
tial first-year Iceland Gull was at Banks L., 
Grant, WA, Dec. 7-11 (•AS, JA); there are no 
accepted records for the state yet. Typically, 
the few Thayer's Gulls found in the interior 
do not remain past December, and this year 
was no exception. A first- year bird was at Ice 
Harbor Dam, Franklin, WA, Dec. 8 (AS), an 
adult was at Richland, WA, Dec. 31 (AS, 
RW), and in Oregon, singles were at the De- 
schutes R. mouth and Hood River Dec. 16 

(PS). An ad. W. Gull was reported at McNary 
Dam Jan. 25 (CC); they are very rare so far 
inland. Glaucous Gull numbers appear to 
have returned to more normal levels after the 

record numbers of last winter: 10 in w. Ore- 

gon, six in w. Washington, and three in the 
•nterior were at Walla Walla, WA (M & 
MLD), and at Ice Harbor Dam (AS). 

Only 54 Black-legged Kittiwake were seen 
Feb. 8 off Westport (TW). The small num- 
bers seen from shore included ten at West- 

port, Grays Harbor, WA, Jan. 17 (G &WH), 
ten at the n. jetty of Coos Bay Feb. 15 (HH) 
and 100 there Feb. 22 (JJ). An ad. Sabine's 
Gull in breeding plumage was with other 
gulls and phalaropes at the herring spawn in 
Yaquina Bay, OR, on the incredibly early 
date of Feb. 22 (?HH). A Horned Puffin 
seen on Puget Sound near Edmonds Dec. 15 
(?DP) was amazing--puffins of any species 
are highly pelagic in winter and Horned 
Puffins are quite rare in Washington. Indeed, 
no puffins of either species were found off- 
shore on Feb. 8, which is not unusual for a 

winter pelagic trip over the continental shelf. 

PIGEONS THROUGH TROGLODYTES 

A few more Snowy Owls were reported than 
last winter's record low. The westside reports 
were one on Dungeness Spit, Clallam, WA, 
Dec. 27 (D & SS), one on Leadbetter Pt., Pa- 
cific Dec. 29 (NL), one on the Skagit Flats 
Jan. 4 (J&KW), one at Lummi Flats, What- 
corn Jan 7 (PD), and one near Stanwood, Sk- 

agtt, WA, Feb. 9-Mar. 1 (Ken Brown). In the 
interior, where Snowy Owls have been more 
regular, one was near Moses L., Grant, WA, 
Feb. 28 (G & WH), and up to two irama- 
tures were in the Mondovi area, Lincoln, WA 
(JA). The Snowy Owl near Hermiston, 
Umatilla, OR, Feb. 14-22 (CC) was the first 
Oregon record since 1985. A Bu. rrowing 
Owl in Walla Walla, WA, Jan. 17 furnished 
the first winter record in the county for the 
last 12 years (M & MLD). Short-eared Owls 
were scarce in w. Washington (TW, J & 
KW). A further indication of the substantial 
Boreal Owl movement noted last fall was an 

injured bird found near Snohomish, Sno- 
homish, WA, Jan. 14 (fideJ & KW, ph.). This 
is apparently a first record for the Puget 
Sound lowlands. 

The Anna's Hummingbird in Bend, OR, 
staying until Dec. 24 (Kathi Crabtree) was 7 
weeks late. Lewis' Woodpeckers were absent 
from the s.c. Washington oak groves where 
they often winter (Bob Boekelheide, AS) and 
were unremarked elsewhere in the Region. 
Apparently they moved out of the Region 
this fall. A Black Phoebe wintered at Eugene, 
Lane, OR (MH), which is unusually far 
north. Reports of a remarkable four species 
of lingering swallows consisted of the follow- 
ing: four Violet-greens near Asotin, WA, 
Dec. 8 (MK) and two near Medford, OR, 
Dec. 24 (fide MM); single Trees at Seattle 
Jan. 3 (KA) and at Salem, OR, Jan. 21 (fide 
BB); a Cliff at Seattle Jan. 1 (Erika Nor- 
wood); a Barn near the Ringold Fish Hatch- 
ery, Grant, WA, Jan. 25 (Dale Litzenberger); 
and a swallow (sp.) at L. Whatcorn, What- 
com, WA, Jan. 12 (Tom Friedland). 

Since record numbers of Blue Jays were re- 
ported this fall (eleven), it was not surprising 
that three were recorded in the interior this 

season: Kennewick, Benton, WA, through 
Jan. 18 (fide Tony Greager), near Ellensburg, 
Kittitas, WA, Dec. 12-14 (fide PM), and near 
Metolius, Jeerson, OR, from Dec. 16 to the 
first week of January (TC). A Scrub Jay near 
Sequim, Clallam, WA, through Feb. 24 (D 
& SS) indicated that their westside range 
continues to expand. In the Oregon interior 
where a major fall movement occurred, two 
wintered at Bend (TC), one was at Mt. Ver- 
non, Grant(Pat & Sharon Sweeney), and one 
stayed at Prineville, Crook from Nov. 6 to 
mid-December (Greg Concannon, Chris 
Carey). A Pygmy Nuthatch at a Salem, OR, 
feeder Dec. 19-20 (fide BB) was a rare west- 
side record. The Canyon Wren at Mt. 
Rainier N.P., WA, Feb. 6 (•Betsy Rogers)was 
a first Piercerecord, they are accidental on the 
westside. The mild season allowed Marsh 

Wrens to winter in the Columbia Basin in 

large numbers (RH). 

THRUSHES THROUGH WARBLERS 

Observers on both the westside (B & GR) 

and the interior (Jerry Tangren) noted a gen- 
uine scarcity of Ruby-crowned Kinglets, 
even though the mild weather should have 
encouraged wintering. The severe freeze last 
winter may have had a strong impact on their 
population--we urge observers to pay atten- 
tion to their numbers. Western Bluebirds re- 
turned to the Ft. Lewis, WA, on the early 
date of Jan. 22 (fide TB). Bohemian 
Waxwings were scarce in e. Washington (M 
& MLD, TR) and n.e. Oregon (PS). A Log- 
gerhead Shrike in the Rogue Valley at Cen- 
tral Pt., OR, Jan. 1-18 (fide MM) was unusu- 
al for the westside. The c• Tennesee Warbler 

at Newport, Lincoln Jan. 5-14 (Bill Tice, 
DFa, m.ob.) provided the first winter record 
for Oregon. The c• Black-throated Blue 
Warbler which hit a window in Spokane on 
Feb. 19 (•Jean Atwater) was stunned but re- 
covered. There is only one previous Wash- 
ington record. A 57 Black-throated Gray 
Warbler, rare in winter, was at Grants Pass, 

OR, Jan. 18 (RE). There were six reports of 
Palm Warbler from the coast and one report- 
ed without details from the interior, where 

they are very rare at any season. A Wilson's 
Warbler wintered in Seattle Dec. 28 to Jan 
11 (•MDo, KA, m.ob.); there is one prior 
winter record for Washington. Finally, a Yel- 
low-breasted Chat was at Bandon, Coos, 
OR, Dec. 29 (?DL, m.ob.) for possibly the 
first Regional winter record. 

GROSBEAKS TO WEAVER FINCHES 

Even though relatively few Am. Tree Spar- 
rows were reported from e. Washington, at 
least 25 were found in e. Oregon (CC, SS, m 
ob.). A Chipping Sparrow at Bandon, OR, 
Jan. 21 was well-described (4;SS), several oth- 
ers were reported without details. Clay-col- 
ored Sparrows are rare winterers in Washing- 
ton, one was found at Kent, Kin• Jan. 25 
(SEH) to Feb. 4. They are less unexpected in 
Oregon, where three reports included two 
from the coast (MP, CD) and one in the 
Rogue Valley (RE, m.ob., ph). Lincoln's 
Sparrow were found wintering in Richland, 
WA, for the first time (RW). Swamp Sparrow 
reports continue to surpass those of only a 
few years ago. Four reports came from the •n- 
terior, thirteen from w. Washington and at 
least 58 from w. Oregon. Five Harris' Spar- 
row reports from w. Oregon was an above-av- 
erage number. A flock of 2000 Snow 
Buntings in Lincoln, WA, Jan. 12 (JA) is an 
impressive number for this Region. 

Again this winter, Tricolored Blackbirds 
were found wintering in e. Oregon, away 
from the Klamath Basin. Eight were w•th 
100 blackbirds at Prineville, Crook, Feb. 19 
(TC) and 40 were near Powell Butte, Crook, 
Feb. 20 (SS). An Orchard Oriole at Samlsh 
I., Skagit Dec. 15 to (Richard Youel, mob 
ph ) provided the first Washington record A 
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N "Baltimore" Oriole at Brookings, Curry, 
OR, Dec. 1-Mar. 7 (CD, m.ob.) was the only 
other wintering Oriole. The Region's largest 
number ever of wintering Brambling records 
included one on the coast at Westport, Grays 
Harbor, WA, Dec. 15-Feb. 8 (Bob Morse, 
mob.), and three in the interior: a male at 
Walla Walla, WA, Feb. 20-24 (Shirley Muse, 
M & MLD, ph.), one at Richland, WA, Jan. 
30 (Nancy LaFramboise, ?RW), and one 
near Umapine, Umattilla Feb. 8 (M & 
MLD) which was probably the 4th Oregon 
record. 

Even though good numbers of Red Cross- 
bill appeared in the mountains during the 
fall, they were generally scarce this winter in 
the Blue Mtns. (M & MLD), in the Spokane 
area (TR), and around Seattle (EH). Howev- 
er, many were in the n. Oregon Cascades 
Feb. 23 (DL). Common Redpolls were also 
scarce this winter (TR). Pine Siskin were un- 
common in many lowland locations (m. 
ob ); apparently they were more abundant in 
the Oregon Cascades (MH) where they fed 
on red cedar seeds. A c• Lawrence's 

Goldfinch that came to a Florence, Lane 
feeder Dec. 24-Jan. 11 (B & ZS, m.ob.) fur- 
rushed the first Oregon record. Evening 
Grosbeaks were scarce in much of the interi- 

or (RW, TR) and in n.w. Washington (J & 
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MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST 
REGION 
David G. IOe, Stephen E Baile 3 
and Bruce E. Deuel 

Signs of the El Nifio mounted. The trends 
noted in the winter season continued, and 

our Region received its first Dark-rumped 
Petrel and Great Frigatebird. As in the 1983 
El Nifio, storm-petrels appeared close to 
shore. Many seabirds at the Farallon Islands, 
Castle Rock, etc., skipped breeding or failed 
early. 

Apparently as a response to the continuing 
drought, many species of dabbling ducks 
nested in unusual numbers at sewer ponds 
throughout the Central Valley and coastal 
areas. 

However the most noted events of the sea- 

son were among landbirds. Many observers 
felt most migrants moved through earlier 
and in smaller numbers than normal. The 

early migation was epitomized by the March 
19 fallout on southeast Farallon Island that 

set early arrival island records for many 
species. As for the small numbers, it has been 
suggested that lush vegetation to the south, 
especially in the deserts, caused by healthy 
rains during late winder, despersed migrants 
wider than normal. But where regular mi- 
grants were few, vagrants, especially among 
warblers, were many. What is notable besides 
the sheer numbers, with little exception, 
were their early arrival dates. 

Abbreviations: C.B.R.C. ( Cali•rnia Bird 
Records Commitee); C.C.R.S. (Coyote Creek 
Riparian banding Station, Santa Clara Co.); 
C.V. (Central Valley); El. (Southeast Farallon 
Island; I.C.R. (Inner Coast Range) ; S.E (San 
Francisco). All records from El. and Palo- 
marin should be credited to Point Reyes Bird 
Observatory. Place names in italics are coun- 
ties. 

LOONS THROUGH FRIGATEBIRDS 

Although tens of thousands of Pacific Loons 
migrate along our coast on some spring days, 
enormous staging flocks are not common. 
Up to 3400 staged in Drakes Bay, Marin, 
May 10 (RS, m.ob.). Three Pacific Loons 
strayed inland, two at L. Almanor Mar. 14 
(?LJ) and one at Fall River L., Shasta, Mar. 7 
(BY, JW). A Horned Grebe lingered to May 
31 at Hayward Shoreline (RJR). With the 6- 
year drought, Eared Grebe no longer breeds 
in Sierra Valley (LJ). 

Another Laysan Albatross was found in a 
street, this time iax fi,•,,.A•pr. 6 (B. Good). 
Three were far offshore S.Y: M•ay 2 (SBT, 
BHi) A Dark-rumped Petrel l•erodroma 

phaeopygla that flew close past a boat 69.2 ml 
s.w. of Pt. Reyes May 3 (?SFB, ?m.ob.) was 
the first for North America within the 200- 
mi limit. One had been seen 226 mi w.s.w. of 

San Miguel I., California, Aug. 2, 1991 (AB 
45:1160). This year's bird was probably re- 
lated to El Nifio and was at least as likely to 
have been a "Galapagos Petrel" as a "Hawai- 
ian Petrel." The same day only two Murphy's 
Petrels were seen w.s.w. ofEI. (SFB), in con- 
trast to the 34 Murphy's and one "Cookilar- 
ia" petrel in the same area the day before 
(SBT, BHi). 

Pink-footed Shearwaters remained nu- 

merous off Monterey (DLSh), and a remark- 
able spring count of six Flesh-looted Shear- 
waters was there Apr. 4 (DLSh, RN). A 
Flesh-footed was far s.w. of Pt. Reyes May 3 
(SFB) and another was off Monterey May 30 
(DLSh), but even rarer was the one seen from 
Pt. Pinos during high winds Apr. 21 (?DR) 
Four late Short-tailed Shearwaters were seen 

far s.w. of Pt. Reyes May 2 (SBT, BHi). Up to 
200 El Nifio Black-vented Shearwaters were 

a t Pigeon Pt., Mar. 24 (JMR) and Monterey 
BayApr. 4 (SBT, DLSh), with lesser numbers 
until the last one was at S.E May 9 (E 
MacLochlainn). 

Storm-petrels in Monterey Bay showed 
clear signs of El Nifio, in being unseasonally 
numerous and inshore. Three Leach's were in 

Monterey Bay May 21 (RT) and singles were 
only 8 mi off the Monterey Pen. May 27 & 
30 (DLSh). Two Fork-taileds and 75 Ashys 
May 30 were unseasonal so far south, and an 
Ashy was at Moss Landing Pier May 29 
(REM fide DLSh). Topping these were our 
first May Black Storm-Petrels, three on May 
27 and 20-25 on May 30, with pne just over a 
mile offshore (DLSh). ,r 

Brown Pelicans were far a•0• 'it'•oge at 
El. A subadult 9 Great N'igatebird bozzed 
El. closely Mar. 14 (]'P•. ?LEE). This was 
North America's 2nd, following one at Perry, 
Oklahoma, Nov. 3, 1975. 

A pair of Bald Eagles built a nest at L 
Berryessa (M. Kirven) but later deserted it 
(RLCL), reportedly as in previous years 
Three NJ Goshawks were reported with 
marginal details in the hills of Alameda and 
Contra Costa Mar. 27-Apr. 8. A Broad- 
winged Hawk passed San Bruno Mr., San 
Mateo, May 9, and a coastward Swainson's 
Hawk passed there Apr. 28 (both HBr). A 
"Harlan's"Red-tailed Hawk was s.c. of Hol- 
lister, San Benito, Mar. 9 (?GFi), and others 
were in Modoc (RR) and Lassen (RJR) in 
March. 

SKUAS THROUGH ALCIDS 

Two S. Polar Skuas off Monterey May 27 
(DLSh) were rare in spring Ten Franklln's 
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Gulls scattered throughout the 
Region included Sacramento} first, .' 

at Tyler I., May 10 0'TDM, AM). ic ...... t Ci•g::- Yr•ka ;'•-"• '• •:' :,•:•'•i;:;.. •" . refuges 

Although W. Gull is perhaps regu- •; :•:':•3:::!i:3•:-;:"' ,:! .. lar just downriver in Sacramento 

•ul• I., Mar. 4 was o•y •n ,• = .mo•i,•.-" -"-t•.. ]oaquin} 2nd (tDG•. Thr• .:• •5:•¾• .•.• 
more coastal Glaucom G•s .... •' 
pass• thro•h in early •rch, •5 .-,: .... ..?'% 
but one at Fr•hwater •goon, • g" DVall•yre•*s 1:53'•-•?:%.•-. 
Humboldt, May 15 (•e• was ':3 • ':L.:O•:•': .. 
rather late. Sab•e's GUlN were :': GAL FO•N A :•'5':J• ashore at Pt. Reyes May 9 (•) ' • •": g,,,,o• g• ........ ?•'•:•5' 
•d S.E May 15-22 (M. 

•rgstrom, ASH, m.ob.,. M•y •}• Sabine• Gulls transited in hte 

May, producing counts of • at ? • -* =o• ..... "? '•. 
•rdell B•k May 24 (TH• •d •n Joaquin 

70 •d 100 offshore Monterey • -'-•-Sa,.• v ......... •--•' 
Away from major nesti• '•':•. colones. 500 Caspi• Term at - 

Mad •ver •tuary, Humboldt, •o• 
Apr. 10 (LD) was a •rge migratory • • 

conen=on..o early El•ant Terns were Apr. 26: •ndose 
seven flying N at Pt. CabtHio, 
Mendocino (DT), and four at Salinas R. 
mouth (BJW). A strong wind storm May 10 
caused 510 Com. Terns (85% alternate 
adults) to shelter in Crescent City Harbor, 
DelNorte. Six with all-black caps showed the 
black bill and legs and the darker underparts 
typical of the Asian subspecies 1ongipennis 
(•'ADB). Three Arctic Terns were ashore at 
Bolinas Lagoon May 20 (PP). North of the 
Least Tern's normal range were singles at Ab- 
bott's Lagoon May 11 (ASH) and Bodega 
Harbor May 31 (DN). Black Terns in s.e. 
S.E Bay Apr. 19-May 31 (PJM, m. ob.) in- 
duded 21 at Hayward Shoreline May 2 
(RJR). Two others were in Monterey Bay 
May 30 (DLSh, RFT). Except for one trio, 
sightings of migrant Black Skimmers were all 
of pairs and progressed up the coast, so there 
may have been only three birds. They visited 
Salinas R. mouth May 10-11 (JHb, RC), 
with the trio there May 17 (B. Monahan), 
then Moss Landing Harbor May 19 (S. Bai- 
ley), and finally Princeton Harbor May 29- 
30 (D. Powell, RSTh). 

Xantus' Murrelets were often seen in Mon- 

terey waters, with a high of ten May 27 
(DISh, RT, m.ob.), and singles were beyond 
El. May 2 & 3 (SBT, SFB). Though rarely 
seen from shore, pairs were at Pigeon Pt., 
Apr. 26 (•'RSTh) and Cypress Pt., Monterey 
May 23 (SHa). The decline of Tufted Puffins 
on Castle Rock, DelNorte, preceded the cur- 
rent El Nifio, but certainly was compounded 
by it. Typical maxima from 7 years ago were 
150, then they dropped to 60-70, but this 

year there have only been two to four visible 
(allADB). 

BITrERNS THROUGH DUCKS 

Rarely reported in the Region, a Least Bit- 
tern was at Gilsizer Slough Marsh, Sutter, 
May 5 (BED, PBS). If confirmed, a Great 
Blue Heron nesting attempt on the upper 
Owens R. May 28 (PJM) would be the first 
in e. Mono. Stragglers away from their nor- 
mal spring range, single Cattle Egrets were at 
L. Dalwig, Solano, Apr. 24 (DTk) and Lower 
Klamath N.W.R., Siskiyou, May 24 (BY). 
Every May since 1985 White-faced Ibis have 
reached the coast and S.E Bay, but the 1992 
flight was very heavy, especially n. of S.E No- 
table was a record of 50 near Oakley Apr. 27 
(DES), thought to-be Contra Costa} 2nd. 

Two ad. Tundra Swans on L. Earl, Del 

Norte, May 11 (ADB) were very late. Late 
migrant geese along the coast included a 
Greater White-fronted at L. Earl May 14 
(ADB), a Snow at MacKerricker S.P. and a 
"Cackler'" at Talmage, Mendocino, both May 
2 (RJK et al.), and a Ross' at Halfmoon Bay 
Apr. 29 (G. Deghi). Brant were out of place 
at White Slough, Solano, Apr. 21 (ABtt, 
RLCL) and Hayward Shoreline, Alameda, 
May 4 (S. Traver) & 30 (RJR), while there 
were more than usual in Monterey (fide DR). 

Single Wood Ducks, still only casual in 
Modoc, were at Modoc N.W.R., Apr. 5 
(RLR) and Ash Creek W.M.A. May 11 
(BED). It was a slow season for Eur. Green- 
winged Teal reports with single migrants at 

Pt. Reyes Station Mar. 30 (RS, G. 
Bryan) and Arcata Marsh, Hum- 
boldt, Apr. 4 (RS etal.), and a win- 
tering bird at Redwood Shores, 
San Mateo, until Apr. 6 (RSTh). 
Up to 16 Blue-winged Teal on 
Santa Fe Grade, Mercea• Apr. 25 
(DSg etal.) was a large number for 
one location, but they were widely 
reported throughout the Region. 
A Eur. Wigeon at L. Almanor, 
Plumas, Mar. 14 (•'LJ, H..Durio) 
was the only bird reported away 
from the coast. 

Many observers reported contin- 
uing declines in Redheads away 
from the permanent ponds of 
refuges. A c• Greater Scaup at 
Bridgeport Res. Apr. 26 (RJR) was 
only the 7th recorded in e. Mono. 
Bodega Harbors stellar Steller's 
Eider was last seen May 2 (BDP). 
An imm. e3 Oldsquaw at Tule 
Lake N.W.R., Modoc, May 21 
(RE, JVM) was only the 3rd in- 
land in Spring. Six Barrows Gold- 

! eneyes were in Fall R. Valley, Shas- 
ta, Mar. 7 (BY, JW), with four at 

Eagle L., Lassen, Mar. 8 (BMS), and one at 
Greenville, Plumas, Mar. 14 (LJ etal.). They 
are rarely reported from mountain districts. 
A • Corn. Merganser with three chicks was 
at Michigan Bar on the Cosumnes R. May 30 
(D. Hamilton), establishing the 1st Sacra- 
mento breeding record. More Red-breasted 
Mergansers were inland than usual, indud- 
ing three in Mono, one in Sacramento, and 
four in Siskiyou. Observers frequently report 
albinistic waterfowl, but more unusual were 

two melanistic Ruddy Ducks at Hayward 
Shoreline in mid-May (RJR). 

MOORHENS THROUGH PHALAROPES 

Humboldt} 3rd Com. Moorhen was an adult 

at Arcata Marsh Apr. 15-May 31 (BBA et al.). 
Providing a rare San Mateo record was a 
Sandhill Crane flying over El Grenada Mar. 
16 (BS). A flock of 1600 Black-bellied 
Plovers along Rd. 155, I•lo, Mar. 29 Offde 
TDM) was a huge concentration for the C.V. 
A rare spring migrant in the northern C.V., a 
Snowy Plover was at the Lodi sewer ponds 
Apr. 16 (DGY), while 56 birds at Mono L., 
Apr. 25-26 (m.ob.) is a good number for any- 
where in the Region. A Black Oystercatcher 
was well inside S.E Bay at Pt. Pinole, Contra 
Costa, May 23 (S. Traver). 

Sixteen Black-necked Stiks in the Pud- 

ding Creek Basin Apr. 24 (DT) provided 
only the 3rd Mendocino record. Only 4 re- 
ports totaling eight Lesser Yellowlegs seems 
low for recent years. Regular but scarce in 
spring, 10 Solitary Sandpipers were found 
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coastally from Alameda to DelNorteApr. 19- 
26. One in Wooden Valley Apr. 24 (•'E Scar- 
let0 was only Napa} 2nd at this season. Two 
Whimbrels were found at Mono L., Apr. 25- 
26 (m. ob.) where they are considered rare 
transients. A Longbilled Curlew at the Loyal- 
ton sewer ponds Mar. 20 (MMC) surprising- 
ly produced the first Sierra record (LJ). 

Very rare in the Great Basin, a Red Knot 
was at Lower Klamath N.W.R., Apr. 14 
(•'RE), 11 were at Crowley L., Mono, Apr. 21 
(•'THd, JHd), and three were at Mono L., 
Apr. 25 (ES, MMC, RJR). An ad. Semipal- 
mated Sandpiper at Hayward Shoreline May 
2 (RJR) and a bird at Pomponio Beach, San 
Mateo, May 29 (ph. RSTh) were the only 
ones reported. Single Baird's Sandpipers 
were at Mad R. Beach, Humboldt, Apr. 3 (fide 
BBA) and Hayward Shoreline Apr. 19 (RJR). 
Though now annual, they are still rare in 
spring. An alternate-plumaged Short-billed 
Dowitcher at the Lodi sewer ponds, San 
Joaquin, May 22-24 (DGY, RAk) was very 
late for the C.V. 

Two pairs of Wilson's Phalampes in s.e. 
Sacramento May 27 (TDM) were suspected 
nesters. Red-necked Phalaropes, normally 
uncommon before mid-April, arrived very 
early, with 38 at the Hayward Shoreline Mar. 
29 (RJR). Small numbers of Red Phalaropes 
came ashore at many coastal locations 
throughout May, whereas only a single bird 
was reported doing so in 1991. "Thousands" 
in breeding plumage surrounded El. May 
17-EOP, the first time this has occurred in 

spring in over 10 years (fide PP). Is this an El 
Nifio effect? 

O•LS TO HUMMINGBIRDS 

A Flammulated Owl at Schilling Ranch, 
Mariposa, Mar. 23-30 (PLN) not only 
marched the Regions earliest arrival date, but 
was low at 1750 ft. The Barred Owl on Big 
Hill Rd. May 2-5 (RLeV etal.) was at a new 
site for Humboldt. Great Gray Owls contin- 
ued to be found near Shaver L., Fresno, as one 

was at Markwood Meadows Apr. 15 (fide 
RAk). Coastally rare Lesser Nighthawks in- 
cluded singles at EI. and the Cordell Bank 
(THK) May 24. A Chordeilessp. in Robinson 
Cyn., Monterey, May 25 (DLSh) was also 
probably this species. Most of our Black 
Swifts move through in mid-May, so one at 
Devil's Slide, San Mateo, Apr. 24 (JsC) was 
quite early. Three White-throated Swifts at 
Tule Lake N.W.R., Apr. 28 (RE) were record 
early. This is Siskiyou} only colony that was 
established in 1985. 

One oFtI•'stunne•s duri-•g this spe-llbin•}- 
•ng Spring was the •mm. Violet-crowned 
Hummingbird in Renwood, Sonoma, Mar 
28-30 (M. Van Zandt, ph.?DN, ph.tm.ob.). 
Tl•t•al hummingbirds have,•l•ays been 
treated cau.,uous]Y In the state since they are 

occasionally kept in captivity. However, the 
bird was identified as ellioti, the expected mi- 
gratory race from n.w. Mexico. If accepted by 
the C.B.R.C. it would establish the Regions 
first and the states 3rd records. A 9 Black- 

chinned Hummingbird in Sierra Valley May 
21 (LJ, RL) was Plumas'2nd. Single Costas 
Hummingbirds at Garin Regional Park, 
Alameda, Apr. 22 (RJR), Anderson, Shasta, 
Apr. 25 (BAP, J. Burge), and Pt. Reyes Sta- 
tion May 2-31 (RS) were below the recent 
average for extralimitals. The Costas winter- 
ing in Fair Oaks remained tmtil Mar. 17 
(GEw). 

A Calliope Hummingbird in Yreka Mar. 
31 (RE) was Siskiyou} earliest ever. Coastally, 
this hummer is sporadic in occurrence. 
Along the n. coast, observers in Marin and 
Humboldt see an annual passage. However, a 
male at Oakmont Apr. 15-17 joined by a fe- 
male Apr. 17 (J. Ryan et al.) and a male near 
Santa Rosa Apr. 18 (I. Morrison) were records 
5-7 for Sonomm The Broad-tailed Humming- 
bird in Sierra Valley May 22 (LJ) was Plumas' 
2nd or 3rd and one of few n. of Mono. 

WOODPECKERS TO WRENS 

A Red-naped Sapsucker in Snelling, Merced, 
Mar. 16 (•'S. Tank) was possibly a county 
first. The Red-breasted Sapsucker along 
Gazos Creek Rd., San Mateo, May 12 (GFi, 
MPI) was a very tardy migrant. Other sap- 
sucker news was the 9 Willamson's on 

Mines Rd., Alameda, Apr. 15 (•'B. Sanders) 
where they are casual. Solano has few nesting 
Hairy Woodpecker records, so a pair feeding 
young at Monticello Dam Apr. 24 (T. Jenk- 
ins, HCo) was noteworthy. 

Though well short of last year's record 
total, 51 migrant Hammond's Flycatchers 
Mar. 25-May 3 were more than double the 
2nd previous high. Noteworthy were the 
Mar. 25 bird on El. that matched the Re- 

gion's earliest arrival, and one Apr. 26 in El 
Granda, San Mateo, where very rare (BS). As 
usual the majority of the birds were found on 
Mt. Diablo (27), but the bulk of the move- 
ment was in mid-April, 2 weeks earlier than 
normal. Migrant Dusky and Gray flycatchers 
were found in traditional numbers (10 and 
three, respectively), primarily in April. How- 
ever, among Duskys, a territorial male found 
on Mount St. Helena, Napa, May 10 (A. 
Wi .ght, BiG--a county first) was followed by 
four territorial males there May 25 (BDP• 
two each in Napa and Solano). Since territo- 
rial birds were first detected there in Spring, 
1986, we may be witnessing a range expan- 
sion; they breed just to the n. in Lake. 

Two separate Say's Phoebes near Three 
Peaks on the s. edge of Ft. Hunter Liggett 
May 23 (SFB) were well w. of known breed- 
ja•g•loca]=i*5 s. Monterey. The two wintering 
Vermilio% Flycatchers ß at Gray Lodge 

Red Knot (center -- with dowitchers and others) 
at Crowley Lake, Mono County, California, on 
April 21,1992. PhotographFrom Heindel. 

W.M.A. remained until Mar. 1 (D. Jensen). 
Only one pair of nesting Gassins Kingbird 
near King City was found during ariassing 
work in s. and e. Monterey where they were 
formerly present in small numbers (fide D R). 
On their n. frontier in the I.C.R., the nesting 
pair returned to the Hwy 580 golfcourse, San 
Joaqouin, Apr. 26 (C. Lou) for their 4th 
straight year. And what of the pair 7 mi s. of 
Benton, Mono, May 26 (RSTh, MFe), the 
Regions first e. of the Sierra? Perhaps they 
were overdue since breeding occurs just s. of 
the Region in desert oases. Always rare before 
June, the E. Ringbird at Pt. Reyes May 13 
(RS) was record-early. DelNorte's4th scissor- 
tailed Flycatcher was near Ft. Dick May 12 
(RSTr, ph.ADB, m.ob.); the previous three 
were also there in May. Canyon Wrens were 
on the comeback trail in Contra Costa as sin- 

gles at Black Diamond Mar. 11 (SAG et al.) 
and La Trampas Apr 26 (J. Robinson) estab- 
lished that county's 3rd and 4th records since 
1983, following a 40-year hiatus. 

VIREOS AND WOOD WARBLERS 

Yellow-throated Vireo made it 3 springs in a 
row as two birds were in Marin: Five Brooks 

May 9 (•'RS) and Pt. Reyes May 16 (RS, 
•'LLu, •'S, Cox, m. ob.). The Philadelphia 
Vireo at Pt. Reyes May31 (•'RS) was only the 
Regions 3rd in spring. Among seven May 
Red-eyed Vireos, singles at EI. May 5-6 and 
S.E May 15 (ASH) were record-early. Of the 
other five, three were in the Pt. Reyes/EL 
area May 24-25 while two were inland: a fe- 
male banded at Modoc N.W.R. May 23 
(ECkB, RLR--Modoc'sfirsO and Lassen• 2nd 
at Honey L.*May•31 

A •lue-winged Warbler was finally 
reco}ded'-e,•iI l•[ay 24-25 (?PP), only the 
Regions 3rd or 4th. Tennessee Warbler 
showed very-well with five on EI. May 4-25 
and five divided between S.E and Pt. Reyes 
May 13-29. The pair of nesting Orange- 
crowned Warblers on Glass Mt. May 31 
(PJM) may be the first confirmed nesting 
record for Mono. A Lucy's Warbler near the 
mouth ofPilardtos Cr., San Mateo, Mar. 4-6 

(•'DJK, SAG) fit a pattern of late winter 
sightings. Both Chestnut-sided and Magno- 
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!ia warblers had an excellent May with totals 
often May 16-June 2 and seven May 16-31, 
respectively. All were coastal save Chestnut- 
sideds at Smithneck Cr., Sierra, May 23-25 
(E. Meyers, tLJ•county first) and Glass Mt. 
May 29 (PJM), and Contra Costa}first Mag- 
nolia at Walnut Cr., May 27 (B. Wisecarver). 
Faithful and hardy were labels assigned to the 
d Hermit Warbler that returned to a yard 
near Crescent City, Del Norte, Apr. 28 
(ADB) for its 8th consecutive spring, singing 
from the same perches but never yet securing 
a mate. 

9ne 9f•s Regio•'s (and state'..s•e• S• pa4f- 
ic Coast Region) most fascinai•n g 6mi•0- 
19gical &ents had to be th• 'invasiOn Of 
•uthern • warblers this sprifig. Norrh&rn 
Parula, Hooded Warbler and Kentu• War- 
bier in particular were found !• amazing 
humbe rs. When you comp• their-respec• 
tive totals of 42, i6, and seven •ns • their 
recent 10-year spring averages of four, three, 
and l•-than•one, you begin to aSk, "What 
happened? And these totals do norindfide 
additional birds found in June-July! Adding 
ko th• mystery were early firrlvalfdates for 
Hooded (two in late April) and Kenlucky 
(E!: •ay 2), territorial. behaviOr •f-many 
birds• and the interior lb•mdons øf some: 
San ta Clara• first N. Par ula a•'•ic'.P,.si: May 
17 (PJM); :first county records Of KehtuCky 
af TahOe Donner Ski Are•, Nevada,' May 24- 
Jun (b Edso. al.) and 
May f5516 (W• Nelson, ph.tDN) with an• 

Presently explanations are few, but more will 
summer season, 

Two Black-throated Green Warblers on 

El. May 18 & 24 were expected, but five Yel- 
low-throated Warblers may have been relat- 
ed to the above-mentioned "southern" war- 

bier invasion: one at Lopez Pt., Monterey, 
May 24 (•SFB), Sacramento} first in Or- 
angevale May 25 (*DJo, BMo), and three at 
Pt. Reyes May 30-June 2 (ph. RS, *JM, 
*SBT, m.ob.). A Prairie Warbler at Dennis- 
ton Cr., San Mateo, Apr. 12-May 22 (C. 
Miller, tJ. Spider, RSTh) was puzzling. The 
dates and length ofstaywould suggest it win- 
tered locally and lingered late, but consider- 
ing how most migrants/vagrants were 2-3 
weeks early, it is very possible it, too, arrived 
early and perhaps attempted to summer. 
One Palm Warbler at Pt. Reyes Station May 
7 (RS) and two Blackpoll Warblers on El. 
May 13 & 31 + were average, but eight Black- 

and-white Warblers Apr. 10-May 31 and 11 
Am. Red•rg •prT28-lVSay.31 along the c. 
coasg were exceptional pre-Junelsumbers. 
•The Prothonotary Warbler at Orick, 

Humbo'•mS••nly the Re- 
gion's 2nd in spring. The first was extraordi- 
nary because of its C.V. location, but the 
June 20th date was typical vagrant timing. In 
a normal year this springs bird would be even 
more unusual because of the very early date. 
But this year is anything but normal. Worm- 
eating Warblers at El. May 7 (*PRBO--our 
earliest ever, of course) and Pt. Reyes May 
31-June 2 (*JM etal.) were our first in spring 
since 1987. With seven May Ovenbirds 
along the c. coast being unprecedented, how 
does one explain only one N. Waterthrash 
(that certainly overwintered) at Manila, 
Humboldt, Apr. 4 (BBA)? Two Canada War- 
blers on El. May 24 & 31 appeared to be 
only the Regions 2nd and 3rd for that 
month. A nesting pair of Yellow-breasted 
Chats established Plumas' first breeding 
record along Wolf Cr. May 14 (C. Clifton, 
*LJ et al.). 

l'•l•{lœR• 10 ORlOl.[$ 

Summer Tanagers and Rose-breasted Gros- 
beaks also caught May fever: five and 18, re- 
spectively. All were along the c. Coast except 
for single Summer Tanagers in Pleasanton, 
Contra Costa, May 24 (S. Rove!l) and near 
Benton, Mono, May 26 (RSTh, MFe), and 
single Rose-breasted Grosbeaks in Mono, 
Plumas, and San Joaquir• Blue Grosbeakwas 
finally confirmed nesdng in Shasta with at 
least four pairs at the Redding sewer ponds 
May 12 (BY). Their first arrival at this locale 
was Apr. 27 (R. Modeen). Indigo Bundng 
showed its preference for May this spring 
with the appearance of 14, including two ter- 
ritorial males in the Sierra Nevada: both near 

Big Cr., Fresno, May 13-20 and May 20-27 
(DN). 

A Green-tailed Towhee in Lee Vining 
Cyn., Apr. 13 (D. Parker) was record-early 
for the Mono BaSin, one on F.I. May 13 was 
the island's first in spring since 1977, while 
one at Ripon, San Joaquin, May 3 (DGY, 
MFe) was a C.V. vagrant. Sparrows in general 
showed poorly this season, e.g.,the only ex- 
tralimital Brewer's Sparrow was on El. May 
19. Avery rare spring Lark Bunting was at L. 
Almanor, Plumas, May 26 (HG). The state's 
northernmost record of Great-tailed Grackle 

was established at Whiskeytown L., Shasta, 
May 16 (W. Spohn, ph. BY etal.). However, 
there are at least three records for Oregon. An 
Orchard Oriole in Bolinas, Marin, Mar. 20- 

25 (SNGH, KH) probably wintered locally, 
interesting considering it was a very poor 
winter for orioles. 

e, onigend-,m: The statement in AB 45:492 

that there had bee. u-•r • iarevious ac- 
cepted records •?f Mississippi Kite, both in 
autumn, overlooked the bird photographed 
at Mono L May31, lq81. 

{•il•l e, onlfibut0ra (sub-regional editors in 
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Clark (JsC); Harold Connor, Bruce E. 
Deuel, Linda Doeringer, Ray Ekstrom, Lee 
Elias, Gil Ewing (GEw), Marc Fenner 
(MFe), George Finger (GFi), Ron H. Ger- 
stenberg, Steve A. Glover, Helen Green, Bill 
Grummer (BIG), Keith Hansen, Syd Hard- 
son (SHa), Jo Heindel (JHd), Tom Heindel 
(THd), Bob Hirt (BHi), Alan S. Hopkins, 
Steven N. G. Bowel, Lin Jensen, David 
Johnson (DJo), Dan J. Keller, Robert J. Keif- 
fer, Theodore H. Koundakjian, Karen Laslo, 
Robin L. C. Leon, Gary S. Lester, Ronald 
LeValley (RLeV), Leslie Lieurance (LLu), 
Annette Manolis, Timothy D. Manolis, 
Robert E. Maurer, Mac McCormick, Peter J. 
Metropulos, Barbara Moor (BMo), Joseph 
Morlan, Dan Nelson, Paul L. Noble, Rod 

Norden, Benjamin D. Parmeter, Barbara A. 
Peck, Marjorie Plant (MPI), Peter Pyle, 
Harold M. Reeve, Jean M. Richmond, 
Robert J. Richmond, Don Roberson, Ruth 
A. Rudesill, Ronnie L. Ryno, Peter B. Sands, 
Barry Sauppe, Donald E. Schmoldt, Debra 
L. Shearwater (DLSh), Daniel Singer (DSg), 
Rich Stallcup, Bradley M. Stovall, Emily 
Strauss, David Takeuchi, Richard Temullo, 

Scott B. Terrill, Ronald S. Thom (RSTh), 
Robert E Tinde, Dorothy Tobkin, Walter 
Tordoff, Richard S Tryon (RSTr), Kent Van 
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Winter, David G. Yee, Bob Yutzy. Many 
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all are appreciated.--STEPHEN E BAILEY 
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through alcids), Museum of Nat. History, 
165 Forest Ave. Pacific Grove, CA 93950; 

BRUCE E. DEUEL (bitterns through 
ducks, moorhens through phalaropes), 
18730 Live Oak Rd., Red Bluff, CA 96080; 

DAVID G. YEE (owls through orioles), 
2930 Driftwood PI. #39, Stockton, CA 
95219. 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
COAST REGION 
Guy McCaskie 

This was a spring of contradictions. The 
movement of Charadrii•rmes through most 
of the interior was depressing, though one or 
two unusual species were found on the 
Salton Sea. The passage oflandbirds was dis- 
appointing, though we were inundated with 
vagrants normally associated with the South- 
eastern United States. 

The lack of stormfronts from the north, 

with no adverse conditions to ground them, 
may have contributed to the absence ofwa- 
terbirds in the northeastern portion of the 
Region, but the lack oflandbirds can not be 
dismissed as lightly. 

Our normal occurring migrant landbirds 
appeared to be in alarmingly low numbers 
throughout the Region, but with one or two 
remarkable exceptions, such as the passage of 
over 2000 birds through Butterbredt Springs 
in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mts. 

north of Cantil, Kern, in a couple of hours 
during the morning of April 18 (MTH), and 
an even larger number passing through this 
same small "oasis" on May 9 (MTH). How- 
ever, it was a phenomenal spring for vagrants, 
with the scarcer species more common than 
our traditionally-expected ones as indicated 
when comparing the occurrences of Yellow- 
throated Vireos, Northern Parulas, and Hood- 

ed and Kentucky warblers, against those of 
Black-and-white Warblers, Ameri- 
can Redstarts, and Northern Wa- _: 
terthrushes. In all, observers were 

disappointed bythe numbers of mi- 
grant birds seen, but were ex•cited 
by the number and quality of the 
vagrants encountered. 

Abbre•iafi• C.L.N:A.W.S. 
(China Lake Naval Air Ig•apons 
Station, extreme n.e. Kern Co.); 
E.A. EB. (Edwards Air Force Base, 
s.e. Kern Co.); EC.R. (Furnace 
Creek Ranch, Death Valley Nation- 
al Monumeng Inyo.); H.D.L. 
(Harper Dry Lake, n.w. of Barstow, 
San Bernardino Co.); N.E.S.S. 

(north end of the Salton Sea, River- 
side Co.); S.B.C.M. (San 
Bernardino County Museum); 
S.C.R.E. (Santa Clara River Estu- 
ary near Ventura, Ventura Co.); 
S.E.S.S. (south end of the Salton 
Sea, Imperial Co.); S.EK.R.P. 
(South Fo• of the Kern River Pre- 
serve near lg•ldon, Kern Co.). As 
virtually all rarities in s. California 

are seen by many observers, only the observ- 
er(s) initially finding and identifying the bird 
are included. Documentation is on file with 

the California Bird Records Committee 

(C.B.R.C. c/o Michael A. Patten, EO. Box 
8612, Riverside, CA 92515) for all rarities 
listed in this report. Records submitted with- 
out documentation are not published. 

LOONS TO PELICANS 

A Padtic Loon, most unusual inland, was 
near Victorville, San Bernardino, May 29 
(AME); this species also seemed to be mov- 
ing N along the immediate coast rather than 
farther out to sea in May, with many more 
than normal resting on the water, and dozens 
found in weak and/or starving conditions-- 
a result of the current El Nifio condition? 

Ten Com. Loons at N.E.S.S. May 2 (WW) 
was a large number for this location; one in 
basic plumage on the Salton Sea near Salton 
City, Imperial, May 31 (MAP) would be un- 
usual if attempting to summer as suspected, 
and another in basic plumage on L. Isabella, 
Kern, May 24 (JCW) may also attempt to 
summer. 

A Black-footed Albatross at 30ø30'N 

118 ø 12'W Apr. 7 (Jim Citanovitch fide SW) 
is one of a very few seen in the San Pedro 
Channel in recent years. Larger than normal 
numbers of Black-vented Shearwaters re- 

mained in s. California waters later than ex- 

pected as indicated by 3000+ off Point 
Mugu, l&ntura, Mar. 8 (DDe), up to 2000 
off Ventura Mar. 16-17 (DDe) and 1500+ in 
the San Pedro ChannelApr. 25 (SJS). 

Brown Pelicans moved N out of the Gulf 

of California into the Salton Sea much earlier 

than normal, with six at S.E.S.S. Apr. 24 
(DDi) building up to about 400 by May 8 
(WRR); all were a year old or older, suggest- 
ing these birds failed to successfully nest, and 
dispersed from the breeding colonies earlier 
than usual. 

HERONS TO RAPTORS 

An imm. Little Blue Heron at S.C.R.E. May 
29-June 2 (BS) was the only one found away 
from the San Diego area where resident. The 
imm. Reddish Egret that spent the winter 
around s. San Diego Bay remained through 
at least Mar. 29 (GMcC), another immature 
was there Apr. 17 through the end of the pe- 
riod (RP), an adult was at Point Mugu Mar. 
28 (AS) and what may have been the same 
adult was at Seal Beach Apr. 12-May 9 (SM); 
this species occurs annually on San Diego 
Bay, but is considered accidental elsewhere in 
California. The ad. Yellow-crowned Night- 
Heron in La Jolla during the winter paired 
with a Black-crowned Night-Heron, and was 
attending a nest in April (FH); one of the two 
present in the Tijuana R. valley near Imperial 
Beach, San Diego, since October was still pre- 
sent Mar. 31 (D & MH). A Wood Stork at 
Finney L. near S.E.S.S. May 24 (DAu) was 
the earliest of this post-breeding wanderer to 
be seen this year, but no more were found by 
the end of the period. 

A Greater White-fronted Goose at 

S.E.S.S. May 16 (MAP) was late for a mi- 
grant. Small numbers of Brant found around 
the Salton Sea after Mar. 4 (SS, MAP), and 
up to 16 found on L. Henshaw in the moun- 
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Red Phalarope (in basic plumage) at Klondike 
Lake, .ear Big Pine in the Owens Valley, 
California, April 3, 1992. Photograph/ 
Tom HeindeL 

tains of San Diego Mar. 21-28 (GMcC), were 
in areas of regular occurrence for birds mi- 
grating north out of the Gulf of California, 
but away from these areas, single birds were 
found inland on the Twisselman Road Evap- 
oration Ponds near Los Hills, Kern, Mar. 9 
(DY) and Apr. 27-May 4 (MOC), on Holi- 
day L. in the Antelope Valley, Los Angeles, 
May 17 (KLG), near Lancaster, Los Angeles, 
May 17 (KLG) and at H.D.L. May 18 
(EAC). A c• Green-winged Teal of the Eura- 
sion form was well-described from Sun Val- 

ley in the San Fernando Valley Mar. 11 (DA1, 
DMa). What was probably the imm. c• King 
Eider initially found in Seal Beach 13 Dec. 
1991, and then found working its way from 
pier to pier N, was at Hermosa Beach, Los 
Angeles, Mar. 29 (KLG) and at King Harbor 
in Redondo Beach, Los Angeles, May 14 
through the end of the period (RAE). The 
two Harlequin Ducks that have been present 
at Point Mugu since Nov. 1990 were still pre- 
sent at the end of the period (BL), and a male 
at Cayucos, San Luis Obispo, May 24 
through the end of the period (GPS) ap- 
peared settled in for the summer. Late Old- 
squaws included a wintering bird remaining 
at Point Mugu through Apr. 10 (BL), up to 
four at Avila, San Luis Obispo, Mar. 7-Apr. 28 
(TME) and another wintering bird present 
in Santa Barbara through May 20 (JEW; two 
worn immatures in Long Beach from the be- 
ginning of the period to at least May,28 
(MHe), and one on Morro Bay May 17 
through the end of the period (B & EE) are 
likely summering. A Black Scoter seen off 
Goleta May 7 (RGJ) was late for a migrant, 
and one on Morro Bay May 17 through the 
end oftbe period (TME) will probably s. pend 
the summer at that location. A flock of over 

1000 Surf Scoters on L. Henshaw Mar. 21 

(GMcC), with at least 200 still present May 
28 (GMcC), was an impressive concentra- 

tion for an inland locality; a (3 Surf Scoter 
near S.E.S.S. Apr. 6 (WRR) and a female at 
N.E.S.S. May 16 (MAP) were the only two 
found on the Salton Sea where normally 
more numerous at this time of year. AWhite- 
winged Scoter at S.E.S.S., Mar. 1 (SM) was 
the only other scoter found inland. A Hood- 
ed Merganser near Temecula, Riverside, Apr. 
2-9 (MAP) and four at Saticoy, l•ntura, Apr. 
11-12 (DDe) were a little late. 

A first-year Mississippi Kite at EC.R. May 
17 (T & JH)was the 8th to be found at this 
location at this time of year, but another at 
S.EK.R.P. June 5 (JS) was the first to be 
found in Kern. A Sharp-shinned Hawk at 
EC.R. May 27 (T & JH) was exceptionally 
late for such a locality. A Swainson s Hawk at 
S.E.S.S., Mar. 10 (DAu) was the earliest to be 
reported this spring, but numbers seen dur- 
ing the rest of the season were disappointing, 
but did include a single bird on the immedi- 
ate coast over San Clemente Apr. 10 (DRW). 
A pair of Zone-tailed Hawks on Hot Springs 
Mt., San Diego, May 16 (DWA) was un- 
doubtedly the same pair that nested here 
each year since at least 1986. A Merlin at L 
Skinner, Riverside, Apr. 29 (CMcG)was ex- 
tremely late. 

GROUSE TO ALCIDS 

A Sage Grouse neat Deep S. pri• In•, Mar. 
28 (SM) was at thews, ext•me of this sp&ies' 
range in Califorma. A Clapper Rail well pho- 
tographed in Des•xtt Center, Riverside, May 
31 (GH), appeared •o-be•the ra•- levipes 
based on the amount and intensity of the cin- 
namon coloration on the underparts, and 
was certainly at a most unexpected locality. 

Three Pacific Golden-Plovers near Santa 

Maria, Santa Barbara, Apr. 5 (JMC), and 
one at Seal Beach Apr. 19 (SM) were the lat- 
est oftbe known wintering birds. A migrant 
Pacific golden-plover at S.E.S.S. May 2 
(GMcC) was inland where considered very 
rare, and another Golden-Plover, not identi- 
fied to species, was at S.C.R.E. May 31 
(BHe). An oystercatcher on Pt. Loma in San 
Diego Mar. 11-May 7 (DRH) showed char- 
acteristics of an Am. Oystercatcher but, 
using Joseph R. Jehl's criteria (Hybridization 
and Evolution of Oystercatchers on the Pa- 
cific Coast of Baja California in Neotropical 
Ornithology, 1985), was clearly a hybrid. Up 
to five Black Oystercatchers on Pt. Loma 
Mar. 20-May 2 (B & MM) was an exception- 
al number for this area. Reports of Solitary 
Sandpipers included an unusually early indi- 
vidual in Santee, San Diego, Mar. 21-23 
(GLR), at least 15 scattered throughout the 
Region during April, and a late individual at 
EC.R. May 24 (ST). A Wandering Tattler, a 
casual straggler to the interior, was pho- 
tographed at N.E.S.S. May 16 (GMcC, 
MAP). Two Whimbrels on Owens L. in the 

Owens Valley, Inyo, Apr. 11 (T & JH), and 
another on nearby Tinnemaha Res., Apr. 13 
(T & JH), were of interest since this species is 
quite rare in this area of California; however, 
a little to the s.w. in Lancaster numbers 

peaked at 900 on Apr. 18 (KLG). Ruddy 
Turnstones moved N through thc Salton Sea 
between Apr. 18 and May 10, with 25 at 
Salton City Apr. 26 (REW) being the largest 
single-day count this year. Two Sanderlings 
at the Tulare Lake Evaporation Ponds at the 
s. end of the San Joaquin Valley, Kern, Apr. 
25 (SF), five on E.A. EB. May 7-14 (MTH) 
and one more at C.L.N.A.W.S. May 16 
(MTH) were the only ones found inland 
away from the Salton Sea this spring. A Surf- 
bird, casual to accidental away from the im- 
mediate vicinity oftbe coast, was on the Los 
Angeles R. just north of downtown Los An- 
geles Apr. 3 (KLG). The highest single day 
count of Red Knots on the Salton Sea this 

year was 125 on Apr. 26 (REW), but one 
photographed near Los Hills Apr. 27 (MOC) 
was the only one found away from the Salton 
Sea. As usual, a few Semipalmated Sand- 
pipers were found with migrant W. Sand- 
pipers, with three at N.E.S.S. Apr. 26 
(REW), one at S.E.S.S. May 9 (RMcK), six 
together there May 10 (GMcC), two more 
there May 16 (BED), and single birds along 
the coast at Poin• Mugu May 2 (LAS) and the 
Santa Maria R. mouth May 22 (JSR). A 
White-rumped Sandpiper at S.E.S.S. May 
30-31 (MAP, KAR) was the 12th to be found 
•n California, and the 4th to be found on the 

Saltoff Sea at this time of year. A Baird's 
Sandpiper, very rare in spring, was on 
Klondike L. near Big Pine, Inyo, on the early 
date of Mar. 13 (T & JH). A Red Phalampe 
near Borrego Springs in e. San Diego Mar. 7 
(KE), and another on Klondike L. near Big 
Pine Mar. 13 (T & JH) were at unexpected 
localities, especially so considering the time 
of year. 

At least five S. Polar Skuas seen during a 
pelagic birding trip from San Pedro to Santa 
Barbara I. and the Osborne Bank May 3 ! 
(KLG) was more than expected. Two ad. 
Laughing Gulls, casual along the coast, were 
in Goleta May 6 (PEL), two more were on 
Upper Newport Bay May 9 (RT), one was in 
La Jolla May 16 (PU) and what was probably 
the same bird was at the mouth of the San 

Diego R. later that same day (TC). Reports 
of Franklins Gulls included up to three on 
Oso Flaco L., San Luis Obispo, Apr. 25-26 
(BKS), two near Santa Mafia May 6 (JMC), 
three in Goleta May 9 (RGJ), two on Owens 
L.,Apr. 19 (T &JH), two at Ea•_.EB. May23 
(MTH), another at nearby California City 
May 24 (AS), two near Lancaster May 9 
(KLG), one at N.E.S.S. May 10 (GMcC) 
and a 17tb at S.E.S.S. May 2 (MAP). An ad. 
Little Gull, a very rare to casual visitor to Cal- 
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ifornia, was present at Santa Maria and on 
nearby Oso Flaco L. Mar. 24-May 22 (JMC, 
JSR), a first-year bird was in Playa del Rey, 
Los Angeles, Mar. 21 (MHe) and what was 
probably this same bird was photographed in 
nearby San Pedro Apr. 26-29 (MHe), and 
another first-year bird was inland at N.E.S.S. 
May 10 (GMcC). A 2nd-summer W. Gull, 
very rare away from the immediate vicinity 
of the coast, was compared directly with Yel- 
1ow-footed Gulls at Salton City May 2 
(MAP). A first-year Sabine's Gull, rare in- 
land, especially so in spring, was at N.E.S.S. 
May31 (GMcC). 

Three Gull-billed Terns at S.E.S.S. Mar. 

16 (WRR) building up to 25 by Mar. 20 
(KCM), and five on s. San Diego Bay Mar. 
29 (GMcC) were the earliest to be found this 
spring; one at the Santa Ynez R. mouth, 
Santa Barbara, May 12 (BHi) is only the 2nd 
ever to be found along the coast away from 
San Diego Bay, but the other was at this exact 
location June 3, 1990 (Am. Birds 44:1187, 
1990). A Least Tern, a casual to accidental 
straggler to the interior away from the Salton 
Sea, was in California City May 23 (TW) 
followed by two more together there June 3 
(JS); in addition one was at S.E.S.S. May 2 
(MAP). 

An alternate plumaged Pigeon Guillemot 
in La Jolla May 14-17 (DPo) was only the 
2nd to be found in San Diego, though one 
was photographed a little to the south at the 
Los Coronados Is. in extreme n. Baja Califor- 
nia 6 June 1969 (Audubon Field Notes 
23:626, 1969). A sick Horned Puffm, rare on 
inshore waters, was captured at Pismo Beach, 
San Luis Obispo, Apr. 20 (EVJ). 

DOVES TO HUMMINGBIRDS 

A White-winged Dove on Pt. Loma in San 
Diego May 6 (PAG), another near Petals, 
Riverside, May 7 (RAE) and two in Newport 
Beach May 26 (RAE) were west of this 
species' normal range. The c• Inca Dove 
found in Borrego Springs, San Diego, Feb. 16 
was still there well into April (AM), and two 
present at EC.R. since October were seen 
feeding a recently fledged young there on 
May 24 (GMcC) to give us the n. most nest- 
ing locality in North America. A Corn. 
Ground-Dove at Butrerbredt Springs May 
16-23 (MTH) and another at F.C.R. May 24 
(GMcC) were well to the north of this 
species' normal range. The c• Ruddy 
Ground-Dove present in Ridgecrest, Kern, 
during the winter was still there Apr. 4 (MA), 
and three (two males and female) at F.C.R. 
May 17 through the end of the period 
(GMcC) were believed to have been present 
since the fall, and suspected to be nesting. 

A Yellow-billed Cuckoo at F.C.R. May 22 
(PR) is the eadiest to be found in s. Califor- 
nia in recent years; one at Galileo Hill Pk., 

east of California City, Kern, June 4 (MTH), 
and another on the coast, where most unusu- 
al, in Goleta June 5 (DDe) were on more ex- 
pected dates, this species being one of the lat- 
est to arrive in California in spring. Two 
Black Swifts over downtown Los Angeles 
May 26 (KLG) were the only migrants re- 
ported this spring. The first Chimney Swifts 
to be seen this year were two over Glendale, 
Los Angeles, May 15 (KLG); small numbers 
of these birds now regularly summer in the 
Los Angeles area. A c• Broad-tailed Hum- 
mingbird at Bluff L. in the San Bernardino 
Mts. May 19-20 (GH) was away from the 
limited area of normal occurrence in s. Cali- 

fornia. 

Away from its usual coastal haunts was this 
Wandering Tattier at the north end of the Salton 
Saa, California, on May 31,1992. Photog•aplV 
Debornh L Davidson. 

FLYCATCHERS TO VIREOS 

An Alder Flycatcher at Butterbredt Springs 
May 30 (MTH, DVB, MOC) was only the 
2nd reported giving the "fee-beo" song in 
California, the first being a tape-recorded 
bird on the S.EK.R.P. 9-11 July 1991 cur- 
renrly under review by the C.B.R.C.. How- 
ever, two or three "Traill's Flycatchers" giving 
"pip' calls attributed to Alder Flycatchers 
(Whitney and Kaufman. Birding 18:153- 
159, 1986), have previously been reported, 
but not endorsed by the C.B.R.C.. A Least 
Flycatcher, most unusual in spring, was care- 
fully identified in San Pedro May 25 (MHe). 
A c• Vermilion Flycatcher near Cantil, Kern, 
May 7 (DVB) and a female at S.EK.R.P. May 
16 (JS) were away from areas of normal oc- 
currence. The Dusky-capped Flycatcher pre- 
sent in Orange during the winter was last 
seen Apr. 4 (DRW). A Brown-crested Fly- 
catcher at Ft. Piute, San Bernardino, May 9 
(KAR) was in suitable nesting habitat, and 
not far from the Colorado R. where expect- 

ed. The Thick-billed Kingbird that wintered 
in Seal Beach was last seen Apr. 25 (LRH), 
and the one that wintered in Lone Pine re- 

mained through at least Apr. 1 (T & JH). 
The only E. Kingbird to be found was one at 
S.EK.R.P. June 2 OS). Four Scissbr-tailed 
Flycatchers were reported, with single birds 
on the coast in Laguna Beach Mar. 17-25 
(JEP),and inland near Cactus City, Riverside, 
May 23 (JB), H.D.L. May 18 (EAC * 
S.B.C.M.) and at EC.R. May 24 (GMcC). 

Two Wrentits, presumably a pair, in Sand 
Canyon at the extreme s.w. corner of Inyo, 
Mar. 15 through at least June 9 (T & JH) 
were the first to be found in that county, and 
extend the range of this species a short dis- 
tance E onto the e. slope of the Sierra Nevada 
Mts.; another pair at Cushenberry Spring 
near the n. base of the San Bernardino Mts. 

May 30 (RMcK) were at a desert location. A 
Brown Thrasher, a casual straggler to Cali- 
fornia, was at Oasis, Mono, May 24 (NBB). 

An unprecedented five White-eyed Vireos 
were found, with single birds along the coast 
at Upper Newport Bay May 10 (WG) and in 
Wilmington, Los Angeles, May 25 (MHe), 
and inland at Butterbredt Springs May 14- 
17 (MTH), at S.EK.R.E May 24-25 (MW) 
and at Deep Springs, Inyo, May 31 (T & JH), 
bringing the total number recorded in s. Cal- 
ifornia to 14, with all but two of these being 
in spring. An amazing seven Yellow-throated 
Vireos were reported, with single birds along 
the coast along Mono Creek, Santa Barbara, 
May 23 (JMG), in Redondo Beach May 9- 
10 (BB, EM), La Canada, Los Angeles, June 
9-14 (RAE), Orange May 9 (DPu), Hunt- 
ington Beach May 28-30 0EP) and on Pt. 
Loma May 17 (GLR), and inland in Moron- 
go Valley June 3 (EAC). A singing Red-eyed 
Vireo, a casual straggler to California, was at 
S.EK.R.E May 20 (JS) and another was in 
San Luis Obispo May 27 (EVJ). 

WOOD WARBLERS 

Southern California's 1 lth (6th in spring) 
Blue-winged Warbler was well studied in 
Mojave, Kern, May 22 (DVB, JCW). A c• 
Golden-winged Warbler, always an exciting 
bird to find in California, was at Oasis May 8 
(BS). Tennessee Warblers were far scarcer 
than normal with only five found during 
May. Northern Parulas appeared to invade S. 
California, with an early individual on Pt. 
Loma Apr. 3-4 (PAG) followed by no fewer 
than 65 scattered throughout the Region by 
early June, with some of tbese still present in 
mid-June--an amazing number for a species 
unrecorded in the state prior to 1952. Only 
four Chestnut-sided WarNers were reported, 
with single birds inland near Big Pine May 
28 (T & JH) and at California City May 23 
(CD, and along the coast at Oso Flaco L. 
May 15 (JMC) and in Newport Beach May 
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16 (DRW). 
A c• Black-throated Blue Warbler over the 

open ocean about 15 mi s.w. of the Palos 
Verdes Pen., Los Angeles, May 31 (MHe, 
KLG), and another male on Pt. Loma May 
18 (MBG) were unexpected since no more 
than a dozen have previously been found in s. 
California in spring, though it occurs regu- 
larly in small numbers every fall. A Yellow- 
throated Warbler, a very rare straggler to Cal- 
ifornia, on Pt. Loma May 8-10 (DK) ap- 
peared to be of the western race albilora. Two 
singing Grace's WarNers on Clark Mt., San 
Bernardino, May 23-24 (RJR) were at a local- 
ity where this species may occasionally nest. 
The Pine Warbler present on Pt. Loma all 
winter was still there, and in full song, on 
Apr. 12 (GMcC), and the female that win- 
tered in Laguna Beach was last seen Mar. 15 
(RAE). A Palm WarNer that spent the winter 
in Irvine was still present Apr. 12 (MTH); 
one at Oso Flaco L. Apr. 25 (BKS), another 
in Goleta Apr. 1 (SEF), a 3rd in Long Beach 
Apr. 3 (KLG), and another inland in San 
Timoteo Canyon, Riverside, Apr. 14 (RMclO 
all probably wintered somewhere on the w. 
coast since vagrants from the east are not nor- 
mally encountered in •alifornia until the lat- 
ter half of May. • 

A $ Blackpoll Warbler, much kss com- 
mon •n spring than in fall, was in Redondo 
Beach May 16-17 (EM). A singing Cerulean 
Warbler on Pt. LomaJune 6 (REW) was only 
the 4th to be found in California in spring. 
Fifteen Black•md-wh•te Warblers between 

May 9 and June 3 was far fewer than expect- 
ed, as was 20 American Redstarts between 

Apr. 12 and June 2. A c• Prothonotary War- 
bier, a rare straggler to California, was near 
Wildrose Ranger Station in Death Valley 
Nat. Mon., Inyo, May 8 (RHN) and another 
was found in Newport Beach May 17 (WG). 
Four Worm-eating Warblers were found, 
with single birds along the coast in Redondo 
Beach May 26 (MHe) and Huntington 
Beach May 7 (DPu), another inland at But- 
terbredt Springs May 24 (H & PB) and the 
4th inland near Big Pine May 19 (T & JH). 
Seven Ovenbirds, with one at Panamint 

Springs, Inyo, May 23 (NBB), five in e. Kern 
between May 20 and June 4 (RAE, MTH), 
and one on Pt. Loma May 22 (DT) was less 
than expected. 

The only N. Waterthrushes reported this 
spring were one near Bishop, Inyo, May 3 
(DPa), four in e. Kern between May 9 & 29 
(MTt-I, JS, AME) and one along the coast in 
Irvine May 8 (DRW). A cooperative 
Louisiana Waterthrush in Huntington 
Beach May 3-6 (BED) was only the 6th to be 
found •n Cahforn•a. Far more than the ex- 

pected number of Kentucky Warblers were 
found with 24 reported between May 9 and 

June 19. This includes single birds on the im- 
mediate coast in Los Osos May 9 (JSR) and 
Carpinteria May 16 (BA); one in the coastal 
lowlands near Corona, Riverside, June 19 
(RMclO; nine along creeks on the upper w. 
slope of the coast range, with seven of these 
in the Santa Ynez 1L watershed in Santa Bar- 

bara May 24 through June 19 (JMG, WW• 
including three near P-Bar May 28-29). Sin- 
gle individuals were at Mountain Homes 
Village in the foothills of the San Bernardino 
Mts. May 28 (JG), on Temecula Cr. near 
Fallbrood, San Diego, June 19-22 (KW) and 
on a small creek near Pine Valley, San Diego, 
June 8 (BC); nine at "oases" in the e. part of 
the Region with one at EC.R. May 25 
(RST), seven in e. Kern between May 9 and 
June 7 (AH, RAE, JMC, LT, RAH, MTH, 
MOC) and one in Morongo Valley June 10 
(EAC); one on the w. slope of the Sierra 
Nevada Mts. in S.EK.R.E May 22 (MBS), 
and another high in the San Gabriel Mts. at 
Chilea June 15 (DS). 

A Mourning WarNer, most unusual in 
spring, was in Mojave May 22 (MTH). 
Hooded Warblers were also far more numer- 

ous and widespread than usual with at least 
36 found scattered throughout the Region 
between Apr. 18 and June 19, including up 
to sixat S.EK.R.E May 20-22 (JS) with four 
of these still present in mid-June, up to J3ur 
in Descanso Gardens located in La Canada- 

Flintridge, Los Angeles, May 10 (GB) 
through the end of the period, and a territo- 
rial male in Santa Barbara May 16 to the pre- 
sent (SEF), all appearing settled in for the 
summer. 

TANAGERS TO FINCHES 

As usual, a few Summer Tanagers, all pre- 
sumably of the nominate race rubra, were 
found with about 15 scattered throughout 
the n.e. part of the Region, and another 20 
along the coast during May and early June. 
Twenty-five Rose-breasted Grosbeaks scat- 
tered throughout the Region during May ap- 
peared to be a little fewer than normal. A 
somewhat early Indigo Bunting on Pt. Loma 
Apr. 11-12 (GMcC) was followed by at least 
15 scattered throughout the Region between 
May 5 and early June. A Dickcissel at EC.R. 
May 22 (MAP, BED) was one of only a few 
found in California in spring. 

A Clay-colored Sparrow, most unusual in 
spring, was near Butterbredt Springs May 24 
(MTH) and another was in joshua-tree 
woodland e. of Lancaster Apr. 24 (KLG). A 
Black-chinned Sparrow in Weir Canyon, Or- 
ange, Mar. 9 (BED) followed by another 
there Mar. 11 (BED) were very early for 
spring migrants. A Black-throated Sparrow 
on the Palos Verdes Pen., Mar. 31 (FT) and 
another in Newport Beach Apr. 6 (RAE) 
were along the coast where rare. A Sharp- 

Louisiana Waterlhrusb in Huntingtou Beach, 
California, on May 5, 1992. Photograph/ 
Mitch Heindel. 

tailed Sparrow at EC.tL May 22 (BHe) was 
the 6th to be found inland in California, but 

five of these were in this general area at this 
time of year. A singing Swamp Sparrow in 
San Diego May 30 (PU) is best treated as a 
spring vagrant rather than a very late staying 
wintering bird. 

As usual a few Bobolinks were found in 

the n.e. portion of the Region, with an early 
male in California City May 8 (JCW), at 
least six at EC.R. between May 17 and 24 (T 
& JH, MAP), and up to eight near Indepen- 
dence, lnyo, June 2-14 (AK); along the coast 
where much rarer, a singing male was at the 
Santa Ynez R. mouth May 14 (BHi), another 
was near San Pedro May 24 (MHe) and a 3rd 
was in Torrance, Los Angeles, May 29 (DMo). 
The Corn. Grackle found in Big Pine Feb 16 
was still present Mar. 29 (T & JH), and an- 
other was seen along the coast on Pt. Loma 
Apr. 23 (VPJ & BJ). Nine c3 N. (Baltimore) 
Orioles found scattered throughout the Re- 
gion between May 8 and June 7 constituted 
an average number. 

A Lesser Goldfinch showing the characters 
of the black-backed race mexicanus was ob- 

served in La Tuna Canyon, Los Angeles, May 
9 (KFC) and another was seen at Scotty's 
Castle in Death Valley Nat. Mon., Inyo, May 
8-14 (T&JH). 

Contributors (County coordinators in bold- 
face): Douglas W. Aguillard, Dustin Alcala 
(DAI), Brooks Allen, Marge Anderson, Dan 
Audet (DAu), Bob Beckler, Gale Benton, 
David V. Blue, Jeff Boyd, N. Bruce Broad- 
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books, Hank & Priscilla Brodkin (H & PB), 
Kurt E Campbell, Eugene A. Cardiff (San 
Bernardino), Jamie M. Chavez, Mark O. 
Chichester, Theresa Clawson, Elizabeth 

Copper (San Diego), Bart Cord, Brian E. 
Daniels, Don Desjardin (DDe), Dan Din- 
kler (DDi), Barbara and Ernie Eddy (B & 
EE), Tom M. Edell (San Luis Obispo), Alan 
M. Eisner, Kathi Ellsworth, Richard A. Er- 

ickson, Shawneen E. Finnegan, Sam Fitton, 
Kimball L. Garrett (Los Angeles), Peter A, 
Ginsberg, Wayne Gochenour, John Good- 
man, James M. Greaves, Michael B. Gross- 
man, Fransois Halligon, Mary Halterman 
(MHa), Robb A. Hamilton, Don and Mar- 
•orie Hastings (D & MH), Loren R. Hays, 
Gion Hazard, Daniel R. Heathcote, Bob 
Hefter (BHe), Matt T. Heindel (Kern), 
Mitch Heindel (MHe), Tom & Jo Heindel 
(Inyo), Brad Hines (BHi), Mark A. Holm- 
grem, Andrew Howe, Richard G. Jeffers, 
Eric V. Johnson, Virginia P. Johnson, Bernice 
Jones, Dan King, Andrew Kirk, Bart Lane, 
Cln-ty Lee, Paul E. Lehman (Santa Barbara 
and Ventura), Joan E. Lentz, Doug Martin 
(DMa), Chet McGangh, Bert and Margaret 
Mcintosh (B & MM), Robert McKernan 
(Riverside), Stephen J. Meyers, Steven 
Mlodinow, Kathy C. Molina, David Moody 
(DMo), Elton Morel, Art Morley, Richard 
H Neuman, Debby Parker (DPa), Michael 
A Patten, Robert Patton, James E. Pike, 
David Povey (DPo), Dick Purvis (DPu), 
Kurt A. Radamaker, William R, Radke, 

Robert J. Richmond, Geoffrey L. Rogers, 
Jim S. Royer, Peter Ryan, Lawrence A. San- 
sone, Brad K. Schram, Skeeter Schulz, David 

Shock, Brad Sillasen, Arnold Small, Gregory 
P Smith, John Stirling, Mary Beth Stow, 
Sherman J. Suter, Roy Taylor, Scott Terrill, 
Ronald S. Thorn, Guy Tingos, Francis Toldi, 
David Tristle, Philip Unitt, William Wagner, 
Stuart Warter, Richard E. Webster, Ken 

Wheeler, Mary Whitfield, Douglas R. 
Willick (Orange), John C. Wilson, Tom 
Wurster, David Yee. An additional 75 + ob- 

servers who could not be individually ac- 
knowledged submitted reports this sea- 
son.-- GUY McCASKIE, San Diego Natu- 
ral History Museum, Balboa Park, P.O. 
Box 1390, San Diego, CA, 92112. 

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
REGION 

E1 Nifio conditions continued through the 
spring, and are expected to persist for another 
season or two. Despite some rainfall relief 
during May, precipitation amounts for the 
season were below normal at 24 of 31 report- 
ing stations, many of them reporting <50% 
and some <30%. Warm ocean temperatures 
in the tropical central Pacific disrupted food 
supplies for seabirds, leading to poor or even 
non-existent spring breeding seasons for some 
species. Spring nesting was generally success- 
ful for several significant endemic Hawaiian 
landbird species, although the critically En- 
dangered Alala is still in deep, deep trouble. 

Abbreviations: BPBM (prefix j•r catalog num- 
bers of specimens in B.P. Bishop Museum, Hon- 
olulu); H. (Hawai'i L); K. (Kaua7 L): M. 
(Mauh I.); O. (O•hu L); JCNWR (/ames 
Campbell Natl l•ldli• Ref., O.); KPNWR 
( IGlauea Point Nat'l l•'ldli• Ref., K.). 

ALBATROSSES TO FRIGATEBIRDS 

One Laysan Albatross chick hatched success- 
fully in the state Natural Area Reserve at 
Kaena Pt., O., and was ready to fledge in late 
June (DS). One Black-looted Albatross was 
seen at sea from Makahu'ena Pt. on the s. 

coast of Kaua'i May 6 (SB). Sustained obser- 
vation from Makahu'ena Pt. during late after- 
noons to near darkness May 6 (2.75 hrs.) and 
May 8 (1.5 hrs.) yielded the following seabird 
counts: Dark-rumped (Hawaiian) Petrels 
(Endangered) 45+, 38; Newell's Shearwaters 
(Threatened) 195, 55; Wedge-tailed Shearwa- 
ters 2000+, 1100; Sooty Shearwaters 2, 1; and 
lesser numbers of resident White-tailed Trop- 
icbirds, Brown and Red-looted Boobies, and 
Great Frigatebirds (all by SB). Such careful 
observations over sustained periods have not 
been reported previously by Kaua'i birders; 
but more of these at various seasons would 

clearly add much to our knowledge ofseabird 
occurrence near shore. The Hawaiian Petrel 

counts are particularly interesting since this 
EndangeredPterodroma is believed to breed on 
Kaua'i only in very small numbers. One 
Hawaiian Petrel was reported seen Apr. 10 
from Pollhale Beach on n.w. coast of Kaua'i 

(CF). Also interesting were three Hawaiian 
Petrels, one pair and one single, observed May 
9 from a small boat three mi offshore of 

Hawai'i I., n. of Kailua-Kona (TS fide BD). 
Only a very small number are thought to 
breed on Hawaii I. Most of the known popu- 
lation breeds near the summit of Haleakala 

Mt., M., where returning birds were first 
heard Mar 11 (JO) 

One storm-petrel identified as a Band- 
rumped was reported 4 mi off Hawai'i I., n 
of Kailua-Kona May 9 (TSfideBD). 

HERONS TO GEESE 

One Great Blue Heron, a non-breeding 
straggler to Hawaii, was seen at Hanalm 
N.WR., K., Mar. 7 and Apr. 24, indicating 
that it may be resident at least for now in the 
several river valleys along the n. shore of 
Kauai (KV). A vagrant Cattle Egret was seen 
at Johnston Atoll Mar. 8 through at least 
May 3 (ph DO). 

Nene (Hawaiian Goose, Endangered) 
nested successfully this year on Kaua'i at 2 
places outside of (but near) the Kipu Kai area 
where a small introduced population of 
Hawaii's state bird has been nesting for a 
number of years. One of these outlying pairs 
had three goslings hatch Apr. 11, a rather late 
date. Nesting was also successful at Kipu Ka• 
this year, and the wild population roaming 
over s. and e. Kaua'i has grown now to 
around 100 birds. Of 12 Nene transported 
last summer across the island to Crater Hill, 

KPNWR, eight are still doing well. They did 
not breed there this season, but perhaps they 
will next year (all Nene by TT). 

The two imm. Snow Geese wintering at 
JCNWR departed about the end of April 
(George FisherfidePD), and the one th&t re- 
mained through the winter at Hanalm 
N.W.R., K., was last seen with the Cackling 
Canada Geese Apr. 27 (KV). The group of 
seven Cacklings including the neck-banded 
bird that appeared at Hanalai last fall and 
moved to O'ahu in March, returned to 

Hanalei Apr. 15 and was last seen there Apr 
27 (KV). The marked bird had been origi- 
nally banded in the Yukon delta area of Alas- 
ka in July, 1989; it wintered in 1989-1990 at 
Tule L. and Sacramento N.W.R., CA, and in 

1990-1991 in the lower Willamette Valley, 
OR (Sue ShaferfideGM). 

DUCKS TO SHOREBIRDS 

The huge flock of Green-winged Teal at 
Kealia Pond, M. reached a high count of 64 
Mar. 28, an extraordinary number for 
Hawaii. But all had departed by Apr. 4 (JO) 
The Garganey wintering at Kealia molted 
into fine male plumage and had departed by 
Apr. 4 (JO). One N. Shoveler from a small 
wintering flock at Hanalei N.W.R., K., re- 
mained until June 8, a very late date (KV) 
The Osprey at Kealia Pond remained until 
seasoh's end (JO), and a light-colored ad 
Peregrine Falcon was seen at Ulupau Head, 
O. May 7 (TC). Both species are occasional 
winter visitors to the islands. One Corn 

(Hawaiian) Moorhen (Endangered) was seen 
May 16 at Waipi'o Pen., O. (PD), and an 
adult and a juvenile were seen together May 
20 at nearby Puohala Marsh in Walpahu 
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(DS), both interesting localities for this 
species. 

Four Semipalmated Plovers, an unusually 
large group of this uncommon fall and win- 
ter visitor, remained at Kealia Pond through 
Apr. 4, and two were still there at end of May 
(JO). Two Black-bellied Plovers, another un- 
common visitor, were also last seen Apr. 4 
(JO). One, and possibly two, with some 
black coming in on the underparts, were 
found near the reef runway at Honolulu Air- 
port Mar. 27 (WJ, JM). A Black-necked 
(Hawaiian) Stilt (Endangered) observed well 
at Sand I., Midway May 2-3 (S. Marstonfide 
BF) was way out of range. One Bristle-thigh- 
ed Curlew was observed Apr. 16 about one 
min. of the beach at Ho'okena on the w. 

coast of Hawaii, an interesting locality (JE 
fid• BD). Two Red Phalaropes were at Laysan 
I., Feb.7-Mar. 27 (KK), and one was picked 
up dead at Sand I., Johnston Atoll Mar. 16 
(IL Pitman fide RDi). 

GULLS TO 'ALALA 

Single Franklins Gulls in breeding plumage, 
an uncommon spring transient here, were re- 
ported at Kealia Pond, M., May 5 (JO) and at 
Amorient Aquafarm, O., May 15 (PD). One 
or two were seen several times at Puohala 

Marsh in Waipahu, O. May 20-June 12 
(DS), the latter a very late date. Two imm. 
Laughing Gulls were at Johnston Atoll Mar. 
8-15 (R. Pitmanfide RD;), and single imm. 
Herring Gulls were reported at Midway 
(SR), Laysan (KK), and at Hanapepe Sak 
Pond, K. (TT). These gulls are casual visitors 
to Hawaii. Two Arctic Terns were at Kealia 

Barbers Pt. Naval Air Sta., O., 

during April 0M). These follow a 
Barn Owl strike at Lihue Airport, 
K., several months earlier, and are 
causing considerable concern to 
airport officials and the U.S. 
Dept. of Agriculture Animal 
Damage Control Unit in Hawaii. 
A Short-eared Owl seen alive at 

Laysan 1. and found dead Apr. 5 
(KK, BPBM 178614) may well 
turn out to be of an Asiatic race 
rather than the endemic Hawaiian 

form. One (Hawaiian) Short- 
eared Owl (Pueo) was seen May 9 
near the junction of Pihea and 
Kilohana trails deep in the forest 
of Kaua'i (SB). A group of 14 
Rose-ringed Parakeets observed at 
Waita Res., K., Apr. 7 (PB) is the 
largest number reported since the 
somewhat larger flock abandoned 
its evening roost 2-3 years ago at 
Kukuiolono Pk. in Kalaheo, 8 km 
from Waita. 

lntenfive]egal activity this spring resulted in p•rmitting U;S,E&W.S. biologists to conduct fi 
thorough survey of the remaining range of wild •dala (Hawanan Crow, cnucal y Endangered) 
on the'privately-owned McCandless R•nch in s.w. Hawai'i L Five pairs on different territories 
and an l 1 th unattached bird wire found; these are believed tO be about all of the birds now re- 
maining in the wild. Three pai•S were nesting to the point of incubating eggs; one chick did 
hatch successfully from one nest in late April and was about ready to fledge at seasods end• An- 
other nest,hatched two chicks, but both were predated by rats when 3 Weeks old, The 3rd nest 
f•}ed before hatch!ng (JE, FD), The •urvey will continue until all nesting activity has been 
c9mplered: 
•nCUrrefitly, fi blue-ribbbn committee of the National Academy of Sciences, in: a study 
funded b)3 the E & W., recommended that in next spring's breeding season first clutches of 
eggs'be rem6ved,fo•captive rearing, in hopes the wi!d'blrds will pr0duc• 2•d clutches and 
raise them successfully. The co35nmittee also recommended establisl•ing a 2nd capt i% breed• 
ing facility, an•creadon of at least one more designate d prese rve for eventual relcasebfiap• 
nve-rearcdb•rds. Meanwhile, •n the captive flock at the state s Ohnda faclhty, nesung th•s yea 
was iater t•n normal, poSSibly because of die very dry Cønditions on Maul Oiie chick 
hatChe•: s•Cegsfull• at •h• e•d df May. Two •ther 6 ggs in the same clutch d•vcloped t6 tcrm• 
bUt2h• chi•ks •kre malP0sitioned within the shell and died b•fore. they coulff hatch (FD)• 
The se and otherproblems in *he Olind• flock result from inbreedlng among the capfi• birds•, 
aii; 0;ich are Elosely r•!ated as •iblings or :parents: Adding unrelated, birds to thii capti3• 
flo•l•, while'still maintainingmaximum productivity by the wild birdi, Were'i•cb•ended i• 
th• N:A.S•,reportTas the primary steps foz t[ying to •c?ease the total 'Alali •pulati0nas fast 
as poSSible, i n hopes 0fpullin• ih6 Speci• blck'from the brink bfexrinction• ' 

Pond, M. Apr. 27-May I 0 ̧ ) and one was at 
Hanalei N.W.R., K., Apr. 27-May 5 (KV). 
Good numbers of migrating Arctic Terns 
were observed May 9 from a boat 2 mi off- 
shore of Hawai'i I. between Kailua-Kona and 

Makalawena. One hundred twenty were 
counted in one hour, and "probably several 
hundred were in the area" (TSfide BD). 

Five Barn Owls were struck by planes at 

BUSH-WARBLERS TO GRACKLES 

Two Japanese Bush-Warblers heard calling on 
Kaho'olawe I., Mar. 25 (SO) were the first re- 
potted from that desolate military target is- 
land. The species continues to increase on 
Maul; they are reported as now common on 
the forested slopes of Haleakala Mt. and 
around Paliku Cabin on the crater floor (CH). 

One 'Elepaio heard Mar. 1 8 in Waihole Valley 
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in windward O'ahu (LP), and an immature 
seen May 14 near the head of Aiea Loop Trail 
in c. O'ahu (PS), are encouraging since this 
species has crashed badly on O'ahu in the past 
decade. Another species coming back well on 
O'ahu, the alien Red-billed Leiothrix, was seen 

and heard in small groups during this season at 
Old Waimanalo Road (PB) and Waihole Valley 
(LP) on the windward side of the Ko'olau Mts., 
and on Aiea Trail (PS, PD) and in upper 
Moanalua Valley (LP) on the leeward side. A 
Saffron Finch was heard singing Apr. 14 at 
Honolulu Airport (JL), an interesting locality 
for this once- established alien species now 
neady extirpated from O'ahu. 

In recent years, Yellow-billed Cardinals have 
been spreading steadily N and S along the 
Kona coast from thdr original locality just n. of 
Kailua-Kona, H. Two interesting reports this 
season indicate further range extension: two 
adults and one juvenile May 10 at Ka'alu'alu 
beach on the east side of South Pt. (TP); and 
one adult Apr. 25 in Waipi'o Valley near the 
river mouth on the northeastcoast of the island 

(TS fide BD). Both of O'ahu's Great-tailed 
Grackles were reported this spring: the female 
flying over settling ponds at Waipi'o Pen., 
Mar. 10 (EE), and the male at its regular haunt 
in Sand Island Park in Honolulu several times 

(PB, PD). These single birds have been around 
for more than 10 and 5 years, respectively; their 
origin remains a mystery. 

HAWAIIAN HONEYCREEPERS 

A (3 Maui Parrotbill (Endangered) was seen 
with Maul Creepers Mar. 27 near 5750-ft. ele- 
vation in Waikamoi Preserve, M., and a female 

was photographed and videotaped in the same 
area the following day (JJe). It is encouraging 
that this very rare species continues to be re- 
ported in this relatively accessible area. In 
mid-April, during the state forestbird survey, 
four parrotbills were found at the opposite end 
of Haleakala Crater on Kuiki Ridge near 
Kipahulu Valley (Jim Jacobi, Paul Conryfide 
CH), an interesting new location for this 
species. Several were also seen during the sur- 
vey in the Hanawi area (CH), their regular 
range. None of Maui's super-rare endemics, 
Nukupu'u, 'Akepa, or Po'ouli, were found. 
Several Com. 'Amakihi were seen on the valley 
floor at the back of Waihe'e Valley in wind- 
ward O'ahu Mar. 13 (LT), another low-eleva- 
tion record for this endemic species. 

Three plus a probable 4th 'Akikiki (Kaua'i 
Creeper) were found on the Koai'e Stream trail 
in theAlaka'i area May 10 (SB). In recent years 
this species has become very difficult to find in 
accessible areas between Koke'e and the 

Alaka'i. At Hakalau N.W.R., H., 13 nests of 

Hawai'i 'Akepa (Endangered) were found and 
monitored through the season. By end of May 
five had successfully fledged young, and five 
others still had nestlings. Two nesting males 

were 2 years old (not fully orange) and two 
were one year (no orange). Neither of these 
dasses had been seen to breed before (JL). One 
of each age class successfully reared its young. 
Tiwi and 'Apapane had good breeding sea- 
sons at Hakalau this year, assodated with un- 
usually heavy ohia flowering this winter and 
spring. Tiwi began nesting in October, and 
some were still incubating in active nests at 
end of May (JL). 

And finally, at Waikamoi Preserve, M., 4 
active nests of Zkohekohe (Crested Honey- 
creeper, Endangered) were discovered during 
March and April, the first nests found of this 
species since one was reported 132 years ago. 
Young birds fledged successfully from two 
nests, one still contained chicks, and one was 

being built Apr. 6 (EV). 
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